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CHAPTER I. 

OPERATIONS OF FRfiMOJ^ AND GILLESnE. 

Jaij daey-May, 1846. 

Explorers ik the Xulares—Fr^mokt at New Helvbtia, Yerba Buena, 
ASD Sab JosA— Visit to Larkin asd Castro at Monterey— Expla- 
nations TO TUB PrBPECT— pERMlSaiOH TO EECRTHr HIS Mes Qy THE 

Ebokttbb— The WALKBR-TALBOT-KEB?f Party— Irr Camp at Fisher's 
Eakcho— Pr^mont Breaks his Aoreement— Insult to Alcaujb 
Pacheco— Over the Santa Cbcz Mountains— In Camp at Alisal— 
Ordebkd to Depart— Deft ance—The Stars and Stripes on Gavllan 
Peak — Larkin's Efforts — Castro's Military Preparations — Falsity 
OP Cttbrent Vehsions — FEiMONT Runs Away — His Elukder — Proc- 
lamations AND Reports — In the Sacramento Vallet^Lbtter to 
Clyman— To THE Oregon BoitDEfL— A Kioht Attack by Indians- 
Back TO Calii'ornia— GniBSPiE'3 Arrival and iNSTBtrcnoNS-— Up the 
Riybb by Boat— Sotter's Warning to Castro. 

The present volume is devoted to the annals of 
1846-7j including also 1848 in all matters not directly 
connected "with the great event o£ that year, the dis- 
covery of gold. The period is by far the most event- 
ful in Californian history. The volume may be termed 
a History of the Conquest. It includes, however, 
besides developments pertaining to the change of flag 
and Mexican war, the earlier operations of American 
filibusters constituting what is known as the Bear 
Flag revolt, and the later interregnum of military 
rule. Here I record the last petty quarrels under 
Mexican auspices of north and south, of the military 
and civil authorities, of Castro and Pico. Here X 
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2 OPERATIONS Ob' FKfolONT AND GILLESPIE. 

chronicle the foolish interference of Fremont and 
his explorers, the diplomatic efforts of Larkin and 
Stearns to secure a change of sovereignty by pacific 
methods, the revolutionary blunders of Ide and his 
associate settlers, and the raising of the stars and 
stripes by Sloat and Montgomery of the navy. Next 
are presented the achievements of the California 
battalion, Stockton's rule, the commodore's unwise 
policy and energetic struggles to put down the result- 
ing revolt, the final efforts of the Californians under 
Flores and Andres Pico to shake off the foreign 
yoke, the coming of Kearny and his dragoons across 
the continent, their disaster at San Pascual, and the 
closing campaigns of the war ending in the occupa- 
tion of Los Angeles and the treaty of Cahuenga. 
Then follow politico-military controversies of Stock- 
ton, Kearny, and Fremont under the new regime, 
reenforcenients by land and sea for garrison service, 
Cooke and his Mormon battalion, Tompkins, Sher- 
man, Ord, and Halleck with the artillery company, 
Stevenson and the New York volunteers, the peace- 
ful rule of Mason as military governor, and news of 
a national treaty making Cahfornia a permanent pos- 
session of the United States, In this volume are 
given also institutional annals of 1846-8, a commer- 
cial and maritime record, mission and ecclesiastical 
affairs under new conditions, the immigration of three 
years, with the tragic experiences of the Donner 

Smrty, and several chapters of local annals. Finally^ 
[ here complete, the alphabetical Pioneer Register 
and Index of all who came to the country before 
1849. All is brought down to the dawn of a new 
era^ that of gold and 'flush times/ to be treated in 
the following volume. 

At the beginning of 1846 Fremont's exploring expe- 
dition was encamped in the region now known as 
Fresno and Kern counties. Fremont with 6fteen men 
had entered California by the Truckee routcj and had 
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hastened from Sutter's Fort southward with fres-h 
supplies for the reUef of his compamons, whom he 
expected to find on Kings Riven Meanwhile the 
main body of about fifty, under Talbot, Kern, and 
"Walker, had entered the country by Owens Hiver and 
Walker Pass, and were waiting for the captain on 
Kern River The double error in locating the rendez- 
vous has been already explained,* At this time the 
explorers had no intention of meddling with political 
or military affairs; nor did the CaUfornian authorities 
know anything of their presence in the country, beyond 
the bare fact that the smaller party had arrived at 
New Helvetia in December. 

His supplies being nearly exhausted, and Walker's 
men not making their appearance, Fremont left his 
camp January 7th and returned to Sutter's Fort, 
where he arrived on the 15th, after having had, per- 
haps, some trouble with Indians on the way.^ He was 
again warmly welcomed by Sutter, who gave a grand 
dinner for his entertainment and that of Vice-consul 
Leidesdoi"ff and Captain Hinckley, who had lately 
come up the river; and after a stay of four days, with 
eight of his own men Fremont sailed on Sutter's 
launch for the bay," From Yerba Buena he sailed 
with Hinckley on a visit to San Jos^ and the newly 
discovered mine of Almaden;* but he was back again 
before January 24th, on which date he wrote to his 
wife of past hardships and of the 'good time coming,' 
when his explorations would he completed and he 

^See Hist Col., voL iv., chap, xxiv., ttU series. la a letter of Larkm — 
that of March 27th, to be noted later — a 'second place of rendezvous' is 
mentioned, but it waa probably New Helvetia. 

^ FremoJiiV Q^g. Mem., 19, 30; Jan. 20th, Larkin to Sutter. Wo\ild h^ 
glad to see Fremont at Monterey. Larkin'^ Off, Corresp., MS.,i- 73. The Ind- 
ian troubles rest on CaiBon's statement £n Peters' L{fe of Kit Qarsouy 250-1, 
not a good authority. 

^N. Helv^ia Diarjf, MS., 30-1; Sutter's Diary, 6-7- 

^Lancey'R Crtme of the 'Vale', 35^. This aufiiorsays that at S. Jo86 Fre- 
mont learned that Walker's party were encamped on the S- Joaqain, and sent 
Carson to guide them to S. Jbs^; but this, aa we shall see, cannot have been 
so at this time, thonffhhe may have sent a man to search for thcnu In Petern* 
Life of Carson, 251-2, Carson ia said to have gone out in search of the other 
party, whom he found and brought hack — -which ia not true. 
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might return." On the same day he set out with 
Leidesdorff by land for San Jos^ and Monterey, 
where they were received by Consul Larkiu on the 
27th.^ 

It is fair to suppose that Fremont's business with 
Larkin and Leidesdorff was not only to make arrange- 
ments for obtaining fresh suppHes, but to talk over 
the political situation and prospects in their relation 
to the policy of the United States; but while we know 
nothing of the conferences in this respect, it is certain 
that no hostility or annoyance to the Californians was 
proposed^ because Larkin, as we shall see later, was 
engagodj in accordance with instructions from Wash- 
ington, and with much hope of success, in efforts to 
conciliate the people and prepare the way for a peace- 
able annexation. At any rate, the explorer became 
acquainted with the exact state of affaira On the 
29th, Prefect Castro, as was his duty, addressed to 
Larkin a note, asking to be Informed respecting the 
purpose for which United States troops had entered 
the department, and their leader had come to Monte- 
rey. Fremont's explanation, transmitted on the same 
day through the consul, was that, he had come by 
order of his government to survey a practicable route 
to the Pacific; that he bad left his company of fifty 
hired men, not soldiers, on the frontier of the depart- 
ment to rest themselves and their animals;^ that he 
had come to Monterey to obtain clothing, and funds 
for the purchase of animals and provisions; and that 
when his men were recruited, he intended to continue 

^ Jon. 24th, Pr^ont^a letter, iixNile^* liej.j Ixx. 161. He ia now going to 
sec somo gentlemen on the coast — on buaincas; aod then wiU complete his 
survey as BOon na possible, 

^ Jan. 24th, Sub'prefect Guorroro to prefect. Announces departure ot Fre- 
mont and Leidesdorff. CastrOy Doc. fiilB.ti. 311, Arrival on Jan. 27th. Doc. 
Hist. Cal.f iti. 8C. Lancey tells ob that they spent the three nights of the 
journey at the ranchos of Francisco Sanchez, Antonio M. Sufiol, and Joaquin 
Gomez, WniF. 8waseyaay3 that Fremont's men, Godeyand oiliers, were 
left at Yerba Boena, and went with the writer a little later to S. Josfi by 
water. Swa8qf*8 Col. in 1S4S-^, MS., 4. 

' As a matter of fact, Fri^mont had at thia time no knowledge of his eora' 
pany's whereabouts; for all he knew, they ni^ht have perished in the raoun- 
tainsj but it was safe enough to say he hiid left them ' on the f irontier. ' 
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his journey to Oregon. This explanation — repeated 
at a personal interview between the parties named, in 
presence of the alcalde, Colonel Alvarado, and Gen- 
eral Castro, and also duly forwarded to Governor Pico 
and the supreme government — was satisfactory, at 
least to such an extent that no objection was made; 
and Fremont was thus tacitly permitted to carry out 
his plans, Pico made no objection, but directed that 
a close watch be kept on the explorer^s movements, 
with a view to learn if he had any other design than 
that of preparing for a trip to Oregon.* 

It should be noted particularly here that the only 
license given to Fremont at this time was a tacit, or 
implied^ permission to recruit his men on the frontiers, 
away from the settlements^ after obtaining the neces- 
sary funds at Monterey. That is, Castro did not. 
order Fremont to quit the country at once, thus in-^ 
directly authorizing him to remain. Thjs rests not 
on the statements of Castro, but of Larkin and Fj*5- 
mont." The current version given by Tuthill, Lan- 

^In one instance Fr^ont, Court-Martial, 372, claimed that his plan (and 
Oaetro^s license) waa to explore aouthward to the Gila; bat there id no other 
evidence in this direction, and the differenco has no important bearing on 
what followed, Jan. 29th, prefect to Larkin. The date in the original tlot- 
tera being Jan. 28th, but changed to 29th; L. to prefect in reply. Originala 
in Doc. Uiei. Cat., MS., ii. 8fl, 89; Castro, Doc,, MS., i. 316; official copies 
in Larkhi'6 Off. Corresp., MS., i. 76; ii. 146; copies m Sawyer's Doc., MS., 1- 
2; and printed in NUes* Beg^, lisi. 188- Same date, prefect to gov. Doe. ■ 
Hist. Cai., MS.t iii> 90, 121. Same date. Id. to sup. govt. D^t. St. Pap.^ 
MS., vi. 107. Feb, 18th, Pico'a reply. Castro, Doc, MS., JL 15, 

*L. mentions the interview in hia letter of March 4th. Fremont's OaL 
ClaiTns 1S4S, in U. S. Govt Doc.y SOth cone, let aess., Sen. Repta, no. 75, p_ 
Gi] A%a* Eeg., Issi. 188-9. Also in the letter of March 9tb, in which he 
aaya that F. 'informed them of his business; and there was no objection 
made.* FHmont's Cat. Glaime, 65; LarUn's Off. Corre&p., MS., ii, 44-5. To 
hifl office copy of the letter of Jan. 29th, ho appends this note: "ITie gen- 
eral ivaa at his own request officially informed hy Capt. FnSxDont of his 
motives in coming here; which motives were accepted by Gen. Castro in not 
answering the letter.' Id., i. 76. Benton, in his letter of Nov. 9th, Niles* 
Heg., Iixi. 173, and in his Thirty Years in U. 8. Senate, ii. 68S, et*ites that 
F. asked and received verbal permieaion to I'ecmit his mon *in the valley of 
the San Joaqnin,' or ' in the uninhabited parts of the valley of the S. Joa- 
quin. * Thia is also the version given by the soc, of war in his report of Dec. 
5th, 29th cong. 2d aeaa., H. Ex. Doc. 4, p. 50; and Cutts' Conq. of Col.. 143- 
4. Fremont himself , Oourt-Martial, 372, eaysi 'I explained to Gen. Castro 
th' ooject of my coming into Cal, and my desire to obtain permission to win- 
ter in the valley o£ the S. Joaquin, . . . where there was plenty of gajnej . . . and 
Qw inhahUants to bemolested hy our presence. Leave was granted,' etc. 
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cey, Phelps, and others, that Castro gave his word of 
lionor, and on being urged to put his permission in 
writing indulged in some blufttor about the *word of 
a Mexican officer/ is pure invention. . All agree, how- 
' ever, that it was in the San Joaquin Valley that the 
foreigners were to recuperate their strength. Natu- 
rally anxious about the fate of his companions, Fre- 
mont left Monterey a few days later, Larkin says 
it was **well known that he was to return when he 
collected his men;"^^ but it is doubtful that this was 
known to the authorities, and certain that he was not 
expected to bring his men with him. His route lay 
over the mountains to the Santa Clara Valley." 

Walker, Talbot, and Kern, with the main body of 
explorers, remained on Kern River, waiting for Fre- 
mont, until January 18th, when they broke camp and 
started northward. On the 26th they reached Kings 
River, mistaking it for the San Joaquin; and in 
attempting a cut-off across a supposed 'big bend' of 
this stream, they floundered for a day or two in the 
tule marshes, but reached the real San Joaquin on the 
30th, and February 6th camped on the Calaveras. 
From this point Walker with one companion started 
out in quest of tidings from Fremont, and met *Le 
Gros' Fallon, the old mountaineer^ who reported the 
captain to be at San Josd- Thereupon Walker went 
to the pueblo, while the company returned to the San 
Joaquin ford to await orders, hunting grizzly bears 
with much success in the mean time. On the llth 
they were joined by Carson and Owens; and on the 
15th, having met a party with fresh horses, they 
passed through the town, and at noon rejoined their 
captain and companions at the Laguna farm, or 
Alvlrezs' rancho, or Fisher's — near the historic battle- 

*'> Letter of March 27th. LarUn'a Of. Corre^p, , MS. » ji. 45-6. 
^' Feb. 5tb he waa in the mountaiiia; and Feb. 13th in the valley, proba- 
bly at Fisher^s rancho. Fr^morU^s Geo^. Mem., 36. 
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field of Santa Teresa. The united force amounted to 
about sixty men.^^ 

After remaining about a week in camp, Fremont 
started with his whole company across the valley 
and up into the Santa Cruz Mountains by way of Los 
Gatos, that of the modern railroad — not the most 
direct route to Oregon, as it seemed to the Califor- 
nians. His trip across the mountains, past the big 
trees, took four days; and then, on February 25thj 
he descended to the coast at a point near Santa Cruz; 
was delayed for some days by the prevalent rains and 
fogs; but 6nally resumed his march on March 1st, 
following the bay-coast southward, thence turning 
inland up the Salinas Valley, and encamping on the 
3d at Hartneirs rancho, or AlisaL'^ By the very 
act of permitting his men to enter the Santa Clara 
Valley, Frdmont had broken bis agreement with the 
authorities, and had forfeited every right conferred 
by Castro's promise, even if that promise had been 
as direct and definite as any one has ever claimed. 
His march to the coast without receiving or even 
asking permission was, under the circumstances, an 
insult and a menace to the Californian authorities, 
who, in view of prevalent rumors and fears of war and 
foreign invasion, would have been justified in mani- 
festing a greater degree of alarm and anger than they 
did at seeing an armed force of sixty men marching 

" Kem'a Joumttt, 484-6; F/tmmiJ^sOeog. Mem.^ ]9. 30-1; Martm^aNarr., 
MS-, 10-11. Feb. 15thj Marsh writer from Alvireza' rancbo, where he hod 
come to eeo Frtoont. h^ketC&Doc.i MS., iv. 39, 

^^FHmont's Qeog, Mem., 36^7? Larkin*a letter of March 27th. Id,, Cal. 
CloimB, 67, In hia lettter of March 4th, Id., U, Larkin Bays o( R: *He is 
now in this vicinity aurveying, and "will be again at tMs consular houee 
during this month. He then, proceedi for the Oregon, retumB here in May, 
and expecta to be in Washington about September/ It should be noted 
that F/s movements were but slightly more consistent with apian of explor- 
ing southward to the Colorado and Qila., as be clain>ed was his plan in one 
document only — FHmont^e Court-Martial, 372 — than with the trip to Oregon; 
Yet he says, Id., *I commenced the march south, crossing into tlio valley of 
the Salinas,' and was soon ordered to Gfuitl In his Memoir, Fremont gives 
considerable attention to the big trees — the largest seen by him being 14 
feet iu diameter. The big-tree grove is now a popular pleasure resort, and 
one of its standard traditions lb to the effect that Fremont spent a night in 
the hollow tree still shown to every %'isitor — aa indeed he may have done, 
though he does not mention it. 
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through the country under the command of a United 
States officer. 

Besides Fremont's return to the coast, a step that 
seemed utterly inconsistent with his previously an- 
nounced designs, there were two other matters, not im- 
portant in themselves, but which nevertheless tended 
to foment the prevalent alarm and feeling against 
the strangers. While the explorers were encamped 
in the San Jds6 Valley, Sebastian Peralta claimed 
some of their horses as his own. Fremont refused to 
give them up, and ordered Peralta rather unceremo- 
niously out of camp. Complaint was made to Alcalde 
Pacheco of San Jose, who sent Fremont an official 
communication on February 20tL The captain's re- 
plv of the next day is estatii In it he explained that 
all his animals, with the exception of four obtained 
from the Tularea Indians, had been purchased and paid 
for; and that the one claimed had been brought from 
the states. "The insult of which he complains," Fre- 
mont continues, " and which was authorized by myself, 
consisted in his being ordered immediately to leave 
the camp. After having been detected in endeavoring 
to obtain animals under false pretences, he should have 
been well satisfied to escape without a severe horse- 
whipping . . . Any further communications on this sub- 
ject will not, therefore, receive attention. You will 
readily understand that my duties will not permit me 
to appear before the magistrates of your towns on 
the complaint of every straggling vagabond who may 
chance to visit my camp. You inform me that unless 
satisfaction be immediately made by the delivery of 
the animals in question, the complaint will be for- 
warded to the governor. I would beg you at the 
same time to enclose to his Excellency a copy of this 
note/'" Alcalde Pacheco simply forwarded the cor- 
respondence to the prefect, with a recommendation of 

^*Feb. 21at, Fremont to Pacheco, from *eamp near road to Sta Cruz/ printed 
from original then ia poeeeaaion of Manuel Caatro, in 8. JVancisco Alta, June 
J5, 186C, Original Spanish translation by Hartnell, in Castro^ Doc.^ MS., ii. 
28. The letter has been frequently reprinted from the Alta. 
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Peralta as an homhre de hien}^ Whatever may have 
been the merit of Peralta's claim, it is evident that Fr^- 
Tiiont's refusal to obey the summons of the legal au- 
thorities was altogether unjustifiable^ and the tone of 
his refusal most insolent. 

From the southern camp in the early days of March 
three of Fremont's men visited the rancho of Angel 
Castro. One of the men under the influence of liquor 
behaved rudely to Don Ang-el's daughter, insisting on 
her drinking with him, and was ordered out of the 
house by the angry father. He was ejected by his 
companions, though making resistance and drawing ^ 
pistol. A fine of ten dollars was paid for the offence. 
This is the version given by Larkin, and there is no 
reason to doubt its accuracy. The affair reflects no 
discredit upon Fremont; but naturally exaggerated 
reports were circulated, by no means favorable to the 
Americans.^* 

From his camp at Hartnell's rancho, Fremont wrote 
to Larkin the 5th of March, thanking him for news, 
declining his invitation to visit Monterey at present, 
announcing his hope of passing the spring pleasantly 
among the CaUfornian flowers before proceeding north- 
ward, and stating that he would that night move his 
camp to the banks of the Salinas River, ^^ Before 
night, however, a Californlan officer arrived with the 
following order from General Castro : ''This morning 
at seven, information reached this office that you and 
your party have entered the settlements of this de- 
partment; and this being prohibited by our laws, I 
find myself obliged to notify you that on the receipt 

i»Feb. 23d, Pacheco to prefect, in Doc. ITise. aa;.,MS., iii. 120. 

^"^Larkin^B letter of March 27th, in. LarUn's Of. Corresp., MS., n. 46. 
This part of the letter ia omitted ia i^^moni'a Ctd. Claijnn^ 68. Osio, Hist. 
Col., MS., 458-9, makes the Inanlt offered a much more serious one, present- 
ing a vivid picture of the old mim Castro defending hi& daughter from out- 
rage. 

^' March 5th, F, to L., 'wiLarlMB Doc., MS., Iv. 61. la-vkio's letter, not 
extant, is said to have awakened some memoriea wliich made Frfimout's occu- 
pations leas intcrestiiig, but the allusion ia not intelligible. 
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of this you must immediately retire beyond ttio limits 
of the department, such being the orders of the su- 
preme government, which the undersigned is under 
the obligation of enforcing." A similar order was is- 
sued by the prefect in behalf of the civil authority. 
Both orders were communicated to the supreme gov- 
ernmentj to Larkin, and by the latter to the govern- 
ment of the United States,'^ It was understood by 
Larkin at the time that Castro claimed to have just 
received special orders from Mexico not to permit 
Fremont's entry; and certain Californians have con- 
firmed this view of the matter; but it is nearly certain 
that Castro neither received nor pretended to have 
received any such instructions. General orders, with 
which the reader is familiar, were more than sufficient 
to justify Castro's measures in the eyes of the national 
government; while Fremont's actions afforded ample 
justification from a legal and equitable point of view/* 
Frt^mont not only did not obey the orders of the 
authorities, but he did not even vouchsafe a written 
reply in explanation of his past action or present deter- 
mination. He merely sent back a verbal refusal to 

"March 5| 1845, Jose Castro to Pri^mont; Prefect Coatjo to Fremont, botli 
trajificrit>e<l to Larkin; L, to U. S. sec. state, with copies — all Englisli trans- 
lations not agreeing verbally with ea,cli other — in LarMn's 0§. Corresp. , MS. , ii. 
42-4, 147; SUm' R^g,, Ixst, 189, Later correct translation hy Hittell of the 
prefect*^ order in 8, K AUa, June 15j 1866, and from that source copied in 
Laiicey'a, Craieef 38; Yolo Co. IliaL, 14; and various newspapers. Castro^a 
original blotter I have in Hittellj Papehs I/ist^ricos de IS^O, MS., no. 2. 
This is ft collection of half a dozen originals pertaining to the Fremont affair, 
presented to my Library by John S. Hittellj a moat important contribution. 
The order in question is as follows: 'I have learned with much displeasure 
that you in disregard of the laws and authorities of the Mex. repub. have en^ 
tered the pueblos of thia district nndor my charge, with an armed force, on a 
comraiaaion which the govt of your nation must have given you to survey 
solely its own territory. Therefore, this prefecture orders you aa soon aa you 
receive this communication, without any excuse, to retire with your men be- 
yond the limits of this department; it being understood that if you do not do 
Iti this prefecture will adopt the necessary measureiS to make you respect this 
determination.' Tiiis was aZsoacnt to Larkin, with the following note on the 
same aheet; 'On this date I say to Capt. Fr^momt, etc. {as above]; and I 
have the honor to transcribe it to your honor for your knowledge, wid in or- 
der that so far aa it may pertain to you, you may demand of CaLpl Fremont 
compliance with what is ordered in ^e aaid note. Yours, etc. 

^^In Lanceff^a Oncise^ SB; S. Jos4 Pumeer^ March 24, 1877, ammoriB men- 
tioned that a man named Green wam&d Caatro that F- was plotting to unite 
with tho foreigners and take the country; but this has no support. 
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obey, which was virtually a cheJIenge. Theu he moved 
his camp to the summit of the Gavilan Peak, hastily 
erected fortification s, and raised over his fort the flag 
of the United States. It was a hasty, foohsh, and 
altogether unjustifiable step.^ On March 6th, the 
same day that Frdmont began the construction of his 
log fort, General Castro stated the case very fairly in 
a report to the minister of war, as follows: "This man 
presented himself at my headquarters some days ago, 
with the object of asking permission to procure pro- 
visions for his men, whom he had left in the moun- 
tains — which was given him. But two days ago I was 
much surprised at being informed that he was only 
two days' journey from this place* Consequently I at 
once sent him a communication, ordering him, on the 
instant of its receipt, to put himself on the march and 
leave the department But I have received no answer, 
and in order to make him obey in case of resistance, 
I sent a force to observe hia operations, and to-day I 
march in person to join it and to see that the object 
is attained."^^ On the same day Larkin wrote to the 
general and prefect, not criticising their orders, but 
ui^ing caution in selecting an officer to command the 
force to be sent to Gavilan, so as to avoid a possibly 
needless conflict growing out of false rumors and de- 
ceptive appearances. Evidently the consul did not 

" The only poaaiblo excaae for the atep — oue never made, bo far ad I know, 
by Fremont or any of his friends — might be found iua statement of Alvarado, 
liist. Calf M3., V. 150, otc,, that Lieut Chavez, who waa sent by Castro to 
the camp, did not deliver the written order, but a verbal one instead, in very 
violent and insulting temw. Tbia statement is not, however, supported by 
any other testimony, 

^ March 6th, Oaatro to min. of war. Translation in Lancey^s Orui^t 39; 
Tolo Co. Hist, 14-15. There are adde-d to what I have quoted the usual 
assurances of patriotic determination, etc.f d lo Mcjicano. This commuuica- 
tion is referred to in a later one of April 1st, in Monitor Jifpullicano-, May 10, 
1846; JV?Z^* ^efj.j lirri. 187-8, in which Caatro says: 'This officer, failing in 
the respett due to the laws of the republic aad the authorities of the country, 
introduced himself into the inidst of the population of the department, with 
a respectable force, under the pretest of coming with a scientific commission 
from his govt; and treating with coaterapt the notice referred to, he took 
possession of the heights of the sierra, having made only a verbal reply . . , 
that he would remain on that spot prepared to resist any force that should 
attack them.' 
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quite comprehend Fr<^mont's movements, but thought 
either that Caatro^s orders had not been clearly under- 
stood, since he now sent copies and translations of 
those orders, or that the captain had secret instruc- 
tions from his government.^ 

On the 7th there was no correspondence to be noted 
except an unimportant note from the general to the 
prefect.^ Next day the prefect, in a reply to Larkin, 
maintained that his orders to Fremont had not been 
founded on 'false reports or appearances/ as implied, 
but on the laws and oft-repeated instructions from 
Mexico; complained that the consul, instead of order- 
ing Fremont to depart, had to a certain extent de- 
fended his entry; and urged him to impress on the 
captain the necessity of submitting at once if he would 
avert the consequences of his illegal entry — whether 
it had been from malice or error." Larkin enclosed 
this letter to Fremont with one of his own in which 
he warned that officer, without venturing to criticise 
his policy, that Castro would soon have at least 200 
men in arms against him. "It is not for me to point 
out to you your line of conduct," he wrote; "you have 
3^our instructions from the government; my knowl- 
edge of your character obliges me to believe you will 
follow them; you arc of course taking every care 
and safeguard to protect your men^ but not knowing 
your actual situation and the people who surround you, 

=^March 6th, larkin to the Caatroa, CaMro, Doc, MS., i. 151; ii, 32^; 
LarHn'ft Of, Corrti^p., MS., i, 79; HitUll, Pap. Hist,, MS,, no. 4; NUe&' 
Jieg., IsKi. 188; Sawysr^a Doc^ MS., 4-5. Same date, L. to Pr^moDt, with 
copies of the orders. Id., 4. 

^ Mar. 7th, Jos^ to Manuel Caatro from Tncho rancho. *Capt. Fremont 
came down thia morning with 40 men in search of La Torre^s party, advising 
BOme rancheros not to join either side. It is a declaration. It you can move 
some force, take the Pajato road to S. Jnan. If not, join Narvaez, to whom 
I send an order to qnarter all the men h« can in the govt honae, securing the 
artillery.' Yonra, etc. Original in HitidU Pt^P- fii^t.^ MS., no. 3. 

«*Mar. 8th, C. to L, X>oc. Hint, Col., MS., iii. 286; LaridTCs Off. Corresp., 
MS., ii. 148; nutdl, Pap. Hist., MS-, 4; Sawyer'a Doc, MS., 5^7; Nile^' 
Beg., Ixxi. 188. On an originat h-anslation. Larkm notes that Caatrohaa mis- 
interpreted hifl note. In Sawder's Doc, MS., 26, there is a copy of a prooL 
by Gen, Caatro on Mar. 8th. The first part ia almost literally the same aa 
that of Mar. 13th, to be noted later, t^ad with which Sawyer confounds it- 
The laat part is a call to arms with a Tiew to *lance the ulcer,' etc. Its gen- 
ninenesa may be doubted^ 
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your care may prove insufficient. . .Your encamping' 
so near town has caused much excitement. The na- 
tives are firm in the belief that they will break you 
up, and that you can be entirely destroyed by their 
power. In all probability they will attack you; the 
result either way may cause trouble hereafter to resi- 
dent Americana, . .Should it be impossible or incon- 
venient for you to leave California at present, I think, 
in a proper representation to the general and prefecto, 
an arrangement could be made for your camp to be 
continued, but at some greater distance; which arrange- 
naent I should advise if you can offer it."^ This letter 
was not forwarded till the 9th, when one copy was in- 
trusted to a Californian.and another to an American 
courier,^ On the same day Larkin wrote to John 
Parrott at Mazatlan, enclosing with copies of paet 
correspondence an explanation of the critical situation 
of affaire, and a request that a man-of-war be sent to 
California with the least possible delay. These de- 
spatches, with another to the secretary of state, were 
sent to Santa Barbara to overtake the Ha/nnah, which 
had a few days before left Monterey for Mazatlan, 
The result was to hasten the coming of the Portsmouth^ 
which arrived in April^ 

Larkin's communications to Fremont, sent by an 
American whose name does not appear, were inter- 



?s March 8th, L. to F. Larkm'^ 0/1 Corresp.j MS. , i. SO; Sawder's Doc, 
MSm 8-11; Niks* Reg^, Ixxi. 188. L. offers to visit the camp. 

^" L.*a letter of March 27th, in Fr^inont^a Cal. ClaiTriSj 67, Mid elsewhere. 
March 8th, L.'s instructions to the couriers. They were to show their de- 
apatchee to any official who might demand to see thorn; but if forcibly de- 
prived of their papers, to note who took them and tell Fr^ont of what had 
occurred, warning him also to beware of treachery or attack by night, and 
not to expect regular warfare. The couriers were to start the aext day (Mon- 
day). Larkiji'sOf. Corre^.jM.S., i, 72; Samjer'a Doc.y MS., 7-8. 

"March 9th, L. to sec. state. Larkin^s Off. Corresp., MS., ii. 44; Niles* 
Rep-, Ixxi, 189; Fr^mon£^3 OaL Claims^ 05. In this despatch, L. complains: 
*ilaving had over half of my hospital espenaeH of 1944 cut oft^ and know not 
why, and even my bill for a flag, I do not feel disposed to hazard much for 
govt, though the life of Capt. Fremont and party may need it, I hardly 
know how to act. * March 9tn, L. to the commander of any U. S. ship-of-war 
at Mazatlan or S. Bias. Lar&in's Off. Corrtsp., MS., i 82-3j Sowj/aPs Doc,, 
MS., 13-iG. March 9th, L. to Parrott. Fremonen Cat. Oiaitm, 65; Lanc^'a 
Cruise, 39-40. 
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cepted by Castro, and a little later sent to Mexico_^^ 
Prudencio Espinosa, however, succeeded in reaching 
the explorers' camp with the duplicates; and he came 
back at 8 p. m, on the 9th with a note in pencil from 
Fremont — his only communication from the camp on 
the Cerro del Gavilan— which was as follows: *'I 
this moment received your letters, and without wait- 
ing to read them^ acknowledge the receipt, which ^he 
courier requires instantly, I am making myself as 
strong as possible, In the intention that if we are un- 
justly attacked we will fight to extremity and refuse 
quarter (!), trusting to our country to avenge our 
death. No one has reached my camp, and from the 
heights we are able to see troops^with the glass-^ 
mustering at St J<ihu's and preparing cannon. I 
thank you for your kindness and good wishes, and 
would write more at length as to my intentions did I 
not fear that my letter would he intercepted. We 
have in no wise dong wrong to the people, or the au- 
thorities of the country, and if we are hemmed iu and 
assaulted here, we will die, every man of us, under 
the flag of our country. P. S, — I am encamped on 
the top of the sierra, at the head waters of a stream 
which strikes the road to Monterey at the house of 
Don Joaquin Gomez."^^ 

" April 4tli, Prefect Caatro to jmn. of reL , enclosiog the captured letters. 
Doc. llist. Cal-y MS., iii. 157- He senda them a,s proof of had faith on the 
part of both Larkin and rr^mont. 

^^ March 9th (the original bears nv date, flud most of the printed copita 
si-e dated on the lOth, but on an original traDsla.tioD in Ilittell, Pap. Iliat.j 
MS., 0, Larkin certifies that the note was received ^last night at 8 o'clock,' 
and that he haa allowed a translation to be made at request of Alcalde Diaz, 
to prove that he, the consul, had no improper correspondence with Prfimont, 
and also in hopes to ^mttigar ia aensacion actual'), F. to L., iu Laridn^s Qf. 
Corresp., MS., i. 62-3; Niks' litg., bcxi. ISS; FHmont'» Cat. Claims, 65-6; 
Cults' Conq., 149-50; Sawyer's Doc, MS., * 1-12; Lancey's Crum, 40; Yolo 
Co. Hist, J5, etc. March lOthj receipt of Eapinosa for $27.50 for carrying 
the despatches. Monterey, Consulaie Arch.^ MS,, ii. 14. March 10th, Alcalde 
Diaz to Manuel Caatro. Bapinoaa was told by na to preaent himaelf to you 
before carrying the despatches. All of ua think that by meaua of a confer- 
ence all dinerencea wilii Friimont might be settled. Ca^o, Doc. fJUt Cal., 
MS., it. 37- The phrase ^refitae quarter' in Fr^mont^a note was translated 
by Hartncll *will not ^v« quarter' (sm dar cuartel), and was naturally not 
pleading to the Califomiana. March lOfch, Larkin aaka Steama to correct the 
alleged error in the governor's copy, the true meaning beioif *wiU not accept 
quarter/ LarkitCs Off. Corresp., MS., i. 90, 
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Espinosa had carried the despatches under a pass- 
port from Alcalde Diaz, and on liis return, at the re- 
quest of that official, Larkln furnished translations of 
those despatches and of Fremont's reply, taking occa- 
sion to suggest to the authorities the importance of 
holding a conference with FrtJmont before resorting 
to force.^ Meanwhile Castro had continued his mili- 
tary preparations, about which we know little beyond 
the fact that he collected about two hundred men at 
San Juan, I have statements from several Califor- 
nians who were with the army; but except some petty 
<letails and personal incidents — ^more interesting than 
accurate as a rule — they add nothing to our knowl- 
edge of the campaign. Most of them agree that 
Castro was less eager for an attack than some of bis 
subordinates, for which he was unfavorably criti- 
ciaed*^' As a matter of course, Greneral Castro did 

"^ March lOth^ Alcalde Diaz to LarkiB, askiiig for a translation of Fremont's 
letter, hoping it may contribate to allay the present excitement. Smu^^s 
Col. J}oc.^ 16. Saine date Larkin to Diaz with the translation (already^- 
ferred to as in my poaaesaion), and suggesting a& hour's conversation between 
Oaatroand Fremont. Larhin's Off. Vorresp., MS., i. 86; VcUlfjo, Boc., M8,, 
jlH. 188; Sav^er^t Doc., MS., 17-18; N'iles'Iteg.t Ixxi. 190. L. says he knoits 
not if F. will approve Jits act in giving up the letter, and that ho has no au- 
thority over that officer, but ia anxious to prevent a uaelesa ehodding of blood. 
Same date (lltli by error), Diaz to Caatro, forwarding the note obtained fponi 
Larkin. Doc. Hi^. Oat , MS. , iii. 1 34. Alao a. private note from Diaz to Cas- 
tro, urging that a confei-enee could do no harm, all at Monterey thinking it 
might prevent hostilities, IJiUelly Pap. Hhl., MS,, 5. Same date, L. to F., 
with inionnation oE what he had done. *My native courier said he was well 
treated by you — that 2,000 men could iiot drive you, Inallcaseaof eouri^i'S, 
order your men to have no hints or words with them, aa it is magrufied; this 
one said a man pointed to a tree and said, ' ' There's your life. *' He expected to 
beled to you blindfolded; says you have 62 men/ etc. LarHn^sOff. Corresp., 
MS., L 84; NUes' Reg., Ixxi. 190. According to Phelps, Fo^-€ and Afi, 279- 
80, Godey^ one of Fri^mont'a raenj liad come in to Monterey; and if this was 
aOj he doubtless was the messenger who took Larkin'a letter. Phelps was 
there at the time, and say s he also wrote to Fr^ont, offering any assistance in 
his power, and telling him that if driven to any point on tSe coast ho would 
take him and his party on hoard his vessel. It is strange, however, tliat 
Godey, if he was at Monterey on the 10th» had nothing tosay about Fremont's 
retreat. 

^^Atvamdo, HkL Cal., MS., v. 159-71; Bico, Mem., MS., 17-19; Torre. 
^mirt., MS., 137-44; Castro, m., US., ldo-72; Escobar, Camp., MS., ^. 2-7; 
German, Sitceso^, MS., 6-9, 17-18. Also narratives by Califomians not per- 
Bonally engaged in the campaign, in Vallf^o, liiet. Cal., MS., v. 97-106; Fer- 
naiidez. Oosas, MS.» 123-7; VarriUo,Karr., MS., 9-10; Osio, Hist. Otd., MS., 
457-60; Ord, Ocurrendas, MS., I38-9j Guerre, in JJoc. UM. Cal, MS., It. 
10O3-4; Pinto, Apunt, MS., 99-100; Boidlo, Amdea, MS., 130-1; Larios, 
Coumdsionis, MS., 24; Eziiuer, Mem., MS., 21; Go^mez, Lo Que Sabe, MS., 
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not wish to attack Frdmont A much braver man 
than he would have hesitated to lead his men up the 
steep sides of the Gavilan Peak against a force of 
sixty expert riflemen, protected by a barricade of 
logs — especially when there was no necessity for such 
a foolhardy movement. Castro had ordered Fremont 
to quit the country, and he hoped that a show of mili- 
tary preparation, together with Larkin'a influence, 
would induce him to obey. His cause was a just one, 
his policy was prudent, his orders — up to this point 
at least—were moderate and dignified in style, and 
his plans were succesi^ful He was not very brave 
himselfj nor were his men efficient soldiers; but it was 
their good fortune not to have their valor and effi- 
ciency put to the test on this occasion. Revere, 
Phelps, Tuthill, Lancey, and to greater or less extent 
most others whose writings on the subject have ap- 
peared in print, have exhausted their vocabulary of 
ridicule and abuse in picturing the treachery and 
cowardice and braggadocio of Castro's actions in this 
affain Their versions are amusing from a dime-novel 
standpoint; but Castro's brilliant evolutions in the 
plain, his boastful challenges to combat, his desperate 
charges up the hill just out of rifle-range, like the pa- 
tient waiting of Fremont's gallant band day after day 
in the vain hope of aa attack by the foe — have no 
foundation more substantial than the lively and patri- 
otic imagination of the writers cited.^ Of the two, 
Fremont made by far the greater fool of himself. 

276-80: Qarnica, RecuerdQe,ldS., lO-U; ^mrafor, Jfem,, MS., 165. Though 
the CalifomiatL narrativea add nothing to what we leaxn from eontem^orary 
corresp. on the events of March 1846|. yet many of them give a very fair aod 
unprejucUced veraion of those events. 

Martin, one of Fremont's men, N'amUivet MS., 11-12, gives a very inac- 
curate account of the operations around Gavilaii, Wm F. Swasey, Vol. 
'4S-G, MS., 5-7, tells na that from S, Joh^ John Daubenbiaa was sent by 
Weber to the north for aid, while the writer was sent to Fr^raont*a camp t<> 
tell him what was being done for him. Swaaey and Julius Martin were, 
however, captured by Castro near S. Juan, and were unable to carry out their 
misaion. He leamea at Gomez rancho that F. had left hia camp. Mention 
of the Gavilan affair in BidwelVs Cat. IS4I-8, MS., p. 155-6; Beiden's Bint. 
Statementj MS.* 45-6. BLdwell disapproves Fremont's actions. 

^^Hevere's Tcntr, 46^8; Phefps' Fore afid Aft, 277-&4; TiUhUrs ffist^ 



THE GAVILAN CAMP ABANDONED. IT 

Early on the 10th, Prefect Castro sent out a sum- 
mons to the people of the north, calUng upon them to 
join the force at San Juan, and aid in the work of re- 
pelUng invasion and vindicating the national honor/^ 
The response did not come until the occasion for 
alarm was past, which was indeed but a few hours 
later; for before noon of the same day, Castro learned 
through his scouts that the camp on the Gavilan had 

Cal.t 163-d; Lancey^s CmAee, 39-43, Of each of theae works there id much 
to l>e said in praise, ad will be seen elsewhere; but in thia matter they 
have given them^Ives up entirely to patriotism, prejudice, and burlesqne. 
Thomas H. Benton, in lus letter of Nov. 9, \9^> NiUs' Req., Ixxi. 173-4, 
struck the key-note of the abuse showered upon Castro ever since, Bentou^- 
however, made an absurd blunder, though excusable at the time, through his 
^EQorance of Califoruian geography. Gofitro, according to thiB writer, gave 
Fremont permiaaion to winter with his troops in the S. Joaquin Valley, but 
no sooner nad F. brought his men * to that beautiful valley * than Castro pre- 
pared to attack him on the pretext that he was exciting Atnerjcane to revoltl 
The sec. of war in his report of Dec. 5th takea a similar view briefly. H.. 
Ex. Doc. no. 4, p. 50, 2&th cong. 2d sesa. 

Other printed accounts of Fremont's operations— besides the documentary; 
ones so often cited in NUm^ Keg., lisi. 188-90, and FWnum^s Col. piaims,_ 
1S4S — are found in Cuits' Oonq.t 142-62, with some documents; Souths An- 
rwis, 91; Bwelow^s Memoirs o/ Ff^mmU, 136; Upham's L\ft of Frimmt, 211-* 
16; HalVg BiU. S. JqU, 142-3; Rlp^s War wUh Mex., i. 286-92; MdU- 
haif.mt, Tagdmch, 28d-90; WcUpok's Four Years, iu 206-7; Honoli^ Friejut,- 
iv. 153-4; FriffTiet, Ccd., 08. t 

^* March 10th, prefect to sub-prefect of Yerha Buena, and by him tron- 
scnbed to the com. of the northern line. VailejOt Doc.yMB.jXii. 139; Cantro, 
Doc., MS., ii. 39, March 10th, Alcalde Diaz to prefect. All tranquil at 
Monterey. Citizens aniiously awaiting news. Id., ii, 37. March Uth, same 
to same. No signs of outbreak amon^ the fore^nete^ Id.f ii. 47. March 
11th, Andr^ CaltUlero at Sta Clara to VaUejo. T^ie writer will at once join- 
Castro. Lancey'a Crimea 40. March 12th, Sub-prefect Guerrero at Yerba 
Euena to the receptor, asking for funds to buy war material for the men who 
march to the defence of country and laws, * aufocados por una fuerta arraadj^ 
estraugera.' PijUOf Doc.f Md.^ ii. 227. March 14th, a courier sent by Marsh 
announced Fr^mout's position at Sutter'e Port. N. Hdv. Diavy^ MS., 39; but 
17th according to SviitT^s IHary, 7. March 14th, Guerrero from Sierra Mo- 
rena to prefect, narrating the preparations under his orders. He had raised 
52 men, including oome naturalized foreigners and Englisftraen; Estudillo had 
raised 38 men (in Contra Costa'), and they had marched to S. JosO. Now 
that Fremont had retreated, the men ^ould like at least to go to the Alto del 
Qavilan to raise the Mexican flag. All were ready in case of new alarms. 
Castro, Doc., MS., ii. 49. March I4th, Com. SancheE to corporal in command 
at S. Kafael. He mnst come with all his men to join the force at 3. Juan. 
VallfjOf Doc., MS-T sii» 193. March 14th, 15tb, Vallejo at Sonoma to au- 
thorities of S. Rafael, and to the people of the north. A stirring appeal to 
rally for the defence of Me:iican sovereignty. ValtejOj Doc.^ MS., lii. 185, 
188^9, 19&-6, March 15th, Alcalde Pa^heco of S, Joa6 to Castro, on the pa- 
triotism and warlike spirit of the people of his town, who now have been per- 
mitted to retire to their farms, etc. HiiUll, Pap. Hist., MS., 7. March 
l7th-2lBt. Clynoan, Diarj/ and Note-Book, encamped at the head of Napa 
Valley, heard of the Frdmont af&ir and of the call upon all citizens to assem- 
ble at Sonoma for defence. On the 22d he heard of Fr^mont^s flight. 
HiBT. Cal., Vol. V. 3 
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been abaodoned in the night — that of March 9th- 
10th; and still later in the day it was ascertained that 
Fremont had moved off eastward and fortified another 
camp. Next mornings John Gilroy is said to have 
been sent by Castro with a message, but to have 
found the second camp also deserted, its occupants 
having continued their retreat to the San Joaquin.^ 
Naturally the Californian chiefs were jubilant at Fre- 
mont's flight, which they, somewhat pardonably under 
the circumstances, regarded as a great victory for 
themselves. The citizen soldiers were dismissed to 
their homes, with instructions to hold themselves in 
readiness for action should the attempted invasion be 
renewed; and the leaders^ in their proclamations to 
the people and reports to their superiors announcing 
results, indulged rather freely in the gasconade deemed 
an essential part of such documents. It is fair to 
state, however, that this feature of the documents in 
question haa been most grossly exaggerated, writers 
having gone so far even as to print imaginary de- 
spatches^-some of thera "signed with gunpowder on 
the field of battle.'* The purport of the genuine doc- 
uments—of which I translate in a note the one that 

^* March lOth, Pi-efect Caatro to Alcalde Diaz, acknovledginff receipt of 
letter of aame d&te with copy ot Frimont^a note, and annouDcing tbat th© fort 
had been abandoned. I>oc. Hist. Ga^, MS,, iii. 132. Larkin in hiB report of 
March 27th^ NUes^ Rtg.f Ixxi. IS9, etc., states that in a postscript to a letter 
written on the evening of the 10th, Gen, Castro said 'thatCapt. Fremont had 
croseed a small river, and was then ahout three miles distant irom theuL^ L. 
also mentioned Oilroy^a mission. Li later yeata a rumor ha^ gained eurreney 
that Gilroy was seut to suggest an arrajigemeut by which th« foroea of Fi'^- 
mont and Castro were to unite, declaim C»l. independent, and march against 
Picoj It would require the strongest of confirmatory proof s — and there eitiatfl 
not the slightest evidence — to outweigh the inherent absurdity of this mmor, 
though it haa been advanced asafact byLancey and others. Gih^]y was sent 
to F,, if at all, either in accordance with I^rkiu^s recommendation i# favor of 
a conierence (see note 30), or merely aa a spy to learn F.'s position and inten- 
tions. Another current rumor among the Califoniiana, which eeeina to have 
but littl* foundation in fact or probability, is to the effect thut Capiatrano 
Lopci!, Castro's scout, revealed to P. the preparationa that were being made 
against him, receivinG; gold for the information. The exact locality of F. 'a 
second camp — somewhere in the hills cast of S- Juaa — is not known to roe. 
In his map« with U. 8. Qovt Doc-t 31st cong. Ist aesa.j H, Ex. Doc., 17* two 
croeaings are indicated, one by the Pacheco Pass, and another by the S. 
Juan Paas farther south. Pinto, AfiUrU,^ MS., 99, says the route was by Trea 
Pinos and Carrizallto; he adds that many foolish people have tried to £nd the 
a large sum of money which Fremont by tradition had been forced to bury. 
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gave most offence— was that certain audacious adven- 
turers, who had dared to raise a foreign flag on Cali- 
fornian soilj had been induced to flee ignominiouslyat 
the sight of two hundred patriots resolved to defend 
their country, leaving behind a part of their camp 
equipage — for Fremont had abandoned in one of his 
camps a few worn-out articles not worth removing.®^ 

'^ March 12thj Gen. Caetro to ^cald^ oF S^ Joa^. Fremont baa fled- Men 
to be disbanded with thanks. S. Jos^, Arch., Loose Papers^ 35, FrefectCas- 
tro to Bttme effect. Id., 23. March 14th, etmilar communication. Id., 36. 
March ISth, Gen. Ca^tro'a proclamatioii to the people {aee below), ia Vallejo^ 
Dor-., MS., xsxiv. 136' This was posted in the billianl-aaloon, and I^u^kin 
tried without Hucccea to get a copy of it. Laridn's 0£'. Oorresp., MS-, i. 87; 
Niles' Keg.j Ixxi. 190; Satm/^r^s Doc^ MS., '^^^S. Sawyer copies a tranala*- 
tiou of an earlier proclamation as the one posted in the hilliard-room. 
March 14th, Prefect CaatrotoGov. Pico_ A report of the whole affeir, encloa- 
iDg past correap., etc. Doc^ Hint. Cal., MS.» iii. 150; Dept. St. Pap.y Ben. 
PreJ. t/Jn2g., MS., ii. 88-90. March 14th, Sab-prefect Guerrero to Vallei^ 
annouacing Fr^ont'e flight ^en virtud de haher visto el entqsiasmo de loa 
bijos del pais.' Valkjo, Doc, MS., xii. 194. March ll>tb, Leidesdorff to Lar^-f 
kin. The news ia that F. haa ma away, leaving a green cloak, 3 or 4 axes, 
flome caab(l), and cooking utensils, LarUn'a hoc., MS., It. 72, No date, 
Rico to Castro. Rumor that F. was coming ba*;k to renew the atruggle. He. 
had told the FftUcheroB to remain neutral or the devil would carry them off* 
Castro, Doc, MS., i. 129. 

Later contmoni cations, in which, events of the Gavilon are narrated* and 
which T have had occaaion to qnote already* are as follows: March 27th, Lap- 
kin toaec. state, in DarkAit's Off, Corrtsp., MS., ii. 45-7; Niles' Reg., Ixxi. 
189; FriTtiGtH's Otil Cfatnw, 06-8; CuW Conq., 145-6» The writer take» 
Bomo pains in this and other lettera to show that F. moved away leianrely, and 
not from fear of Caatro, April lat, Gen. Caatro to min. of war, from Monitor 
RtpuhUcano, May 10th, in r^ik»''Eeij.f Isxi* 187-8, criticised by Benton in 2d., 
Ixii. Castro writes: *Havingojvani/edaforceof 150nien,Iwenttothevicimty 
of the flierra where Fremont had intrenched himself under the American flag. X 
was prepared to attack hira in the night of the 10th, when he, taking ad van^ge 
of the darkness, abandoned the fortification, donhtlesa precipitatdy, aa we^ 
found there the next day some iron instrnments and other thinge; and ul trying 
to find the trail to know what direction they took, it waa imposBihle on account 
of their having withdrawn in complete dispersion* This obliged me to stay 
for some days, until by Bome persons from the Tularea I was informed that 
the adventurers were taking the road by the river to the north.' April 2d, 
Larkin to sec. state. Similar in purport to that of March 27th, Thinks tliat 
F., w^ho had been in no real danger, has gone to 8ta B&rl^nu LatHn^e Off. 
CojTcsp., MS., ii. 48-9; Nik^' Rtg.^ IxxL 189-90, April 4th, Prefect Castro 
to min. of reL Doc. Hist. Cal.r MS., iiL 157. April ISth, L. to eec. state. 
Caatro and the rest state, and writer is inclined to believe, that the Call' 
foi-nians had no intontion of attacking T-, bnt acted solely for effect in Mexico I 
Laridn's Off. Corresp., MS., ii. 51. 

Caatro'a proclamation of March 13th, the original of which is in my pos- 
session, may be literally translated aa follows: * Fellow-citizens — & party of 
hiffhwaymenwho,withoutrespecting the laws or authorities of the department, 
boldlyentered the country nnder the lea^dership of Don J. C. Prdmont, captain 
in the U. S, army, have disobeyed the orders of this comandancia general 
and of the prefecture of the 2d district, by which said leader waa notined im^ 
■neiliatoly to march beyond thebomjda of our territory; and without replying 
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Fremont's act in defying the Callfornlan authorities 
and raising the stars and stripes over his Gavilan camp 
had been, as we have seen, a most unwise and unjust- 
ifiable one. He had taken the step under a rash im- 
pulse of the moment^ strengthened by the advice of 
irresponsible followers* As a United States officer, 
he had put himself in a false and compromising posi- 
tion — and this even if it be admitted that he had been 
unfairly treated by Castro, which was by no means 
true. A little reflection made clear to him the erroi" 
he had committed* Having once taken the step, 
nothing remained but to retreat, or to raise the stand- 
ard of revolt in favor of independence, and call on 
resident foreigners to support him. What he saw 
with his field-glass at San Juan indicated that he must 
decide promptly; and Larkins communication threw 
additional light on the real state of affairs. Fremont 
was not yet prepared to declare himself openly a fili- 
buster; and though it was a severe blow to his pride, 
he was obliged to run away. Larkin's letter arrived 
late in the afternoon of March 9th, and in the dark- 
ness of the same night the brave explorers — for their 
bravery is unquestionable, despite their retreat and 
the absurd fame of dime-novel heroes accorded them 
by many writers — left their famous camp on the Ga- 
vilan,^ Fremont's method of excusing his blunder 
was to say very little about it In detail, to allude to 

to the sud notes in writing, the eaid captain merely sent a verbal message 
that on the Sierra del Gavilan he was prepared to reaiat the forces which tJie 
authorities might send to attack Itjm. Tlie following measarea of this com- 
maud and of the prefecture^ putting in action all possible elements^ produced 
a& a result that he at the eight of 200 patriots abandoned the camp which he 
occupied^ leaving in it some clothing and other war material, and according 
to the BGonts toot the route to the TuLares. Compatriots, the act of unfurling 
the American flag on the hills, the iosulta and threats offered to the author- 
ities, are worthy of execration and hatred from Mexicans; prepare, then, to 
defend our independence in order that united we may repel with a strong 
hand the audacity of men who, receiving every mark of true hospitality in 
our country, repay with such ingratitude the favora obtained from our cor- 
diality and benevolence. Headquarters at San Juan Bautiata, March 13, 
3846/ 

'^Martin, I^arr.tMB., 12, tells us that they left the fort on receipt of or- 
ders from Larkin. This su^ests the idea that Fremont may vwy likely have 
pat the matter in that lightbefore hi-a men, who were naturally not pleased 
"^ith the retreat^ and who knew little of a concurs powers. 



THE CAPTAIN'S DEFENCE. St 

Castro's broken promisOj and to imply rather than 
state directly — the rest being left to enthusiastic 
friends — that he acted in self-defence, Castro having 
raised the whole country in arms against him. The 
reader knows, however, not only that Castro broke 
no promise, but that he made no threats of attack ex- 
cept in case his order to quit the district should be 
disobeyed — an order which Fremont could have 
obeyed quite as well on the 6th as on the 10th of 
March. In a letter to Mrs Fremont, written a little 
later, the captain says: "About the middle of next 
month, at latest, I will start for home. The Spaniartfe 
were somewhat rude and inhospitable below, and or- 
dered us out of the country after having given me 
permission to winter there. My sense of duty did not 
permit me to fight them, but we retired slowly and 
growlingly before a force of three or four hundred men 
and three pieces of artillery. Without a shadow of a 
cause, the governor suddenly raised the whole country 
against us, issuing a false and scandalous proclamation: 
Of course I did not dare to compromise the United 
States, against which appearances would have beeW 
strong; but though it was in my power to increase 
my party by many Americans, I refrained from com- 
mitting a solitary act of hoatility or impropriety. Foi^ 
my own part, I have become disgusted with everything 
belonging to the Mexicans, Our government wilL 
not require rae to return by the southern route against 
the win of this government; I shall therefore return 
by the heads of the Missouri."^^ To what extent these 
statements are true or false, the reader can judge. 

Descending into the great valley, perhaps by the 
Pacheco Pass, on March llth^ Fremont crossed the 
San Joaquin in boats on the 13th, reached the Stan- 

'^Aprillat,F.ontheSacramentotc.Mr3F. ^^il€^' Beg., Isid, 190. Hittell, 
Hist. S. F., 99, etc, gives briefly a correct view of Fremont's operations. He 
aeema to be the only prominent writer who has not been led astray in thia 
matter, Gilbert, in Yolo Co. HiM., alao takoa a correct view of the matt^:, 
aa do a few other writer? ia similar publications. 
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islaus the I6th, and arrived at New Helvetia the 21at, 
pitching his camp just across the American Kiver, 
Three days later he moved on up the valley, visiting 
Keyser'e rancho on Bear River, Cordua's on the Yuba, 
and NeaFs on Butte Creek, and arriving at Lassen's 
on Deer Creek the 30th of March. The company 
remained here until April 5th; and after a week's trip 
up the valley to Cow Creek and back, they encamped 
again at Lassen's on April llth-14th.^ 

While in the Sacramento Valley, Fremont sent 
Talbot down the river to obtain supplies at Yerba 
Buena.** He also sent out men in various directions 
to buy horses from the Indians, a transaction that 
appears not to have given entire satisfaction to the 
former owners of the stolen animals. Testimony on 
this subject is, however, not of the best.*^ Carson and 
Martin relate that while at Lassen's, the explorers 
were called upon by the settlers for aid against the 
Indians, who were threatening a general attack. The 
result was a raid in which the Indians were defeated 
at their village, a large number being slain in the 
battle/^ 

Yet another episode of tite stay in this region was a 

*^FrHncmt'3 Oeog, Mem., 20-7, 57; Sutter's Diary, 7; MarHit'syarr., MS,, 
X2; Lancty's Crime, 43-5. Ono of F.'a men arri^-ed at Sutter'a on tho 20th. 
N, Mtlv, Diary, MS., 39. Sntter, Personal R&tfiin., MS. ^ 138| etc., deacribea 
Fremont's actions at tbis timo as having been very my^tcrioua and bU8' 
piciouB. ^ 

^* Phelps' Foi-e and Aft, 283. Talbot left Satt^'^s on the laoccli on March 
26th. N.Mdv. Diary, }A%. He returned April 9th. Id. April iOth, Letdes- 
dorff writeB that he ia daily eKpecting a draft from Fremont on account of 
money and Euppliea fumiahed einco he left 3. Jnan. Doc. Hist. CaL, MS., 
iii. 172. 

*"^ Martin, Karr., MS., 12-13, tells ua that Godey and himself were sent 
to the Tulares, ajid purchased 187 animala very cheap. Sutter, Person. RcTtxin.f 
MS. , 145-8, mentions the purchase of hocses in tixe valley, and saya he wrote 
to F- at Lassen^d, urging him to leave the stolen animals behind, a letter 
which was not answeied, and the writing of which F. never foreave. This 
Btory is probably true, as Sutter made a^similarstatement, and enclosed acopy 
of his letter in a communication to Castro of May 31st. 21 horses that had 
been stolen from settlers had been taken away to Oregon. CaMro^Doc,^ MI3., 
ii. 41. 

*^Pet^8' Life of Kit CaTemi, 254; Martin's 2farr., MS., 13-14, Carson 
tells us that the Jnd. were preparing to attack the rancheros, * probably at the 
instigation of the Meiicana^J Martin says that more than 175 Ind, wereskin 
in less than three boura^ they having been attacked while eng^ed in a war- 
dance. I^ncey, Cruise, 44, locates th& fight on Heading's raucho. 
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grand fiesta, or barbecue, given by Fremont's men to a 
party of immigrants who were encamped in the valley, 
having come from Oregon the year before, and being 
now engaged in preparations for a return trip, some to 
Oregon, others to the States, The feasting and danc- 
ing— there were women in the immigrant company, 
though border men could dance without female part- 
ners upon occasion — lasted two days; and an Indian 
servant who was present carried south the sensational 
report that the assemblage was one of two hundred 
armed foreigners, whose purpose was to fall upon Mon- 
terey as soon as Indian reenforcements could be ob- 
tained from Oregon I*^ Clyman, one of the immigrants 
who proposed to quit the country, though not appar- 
ently one of those present at the barbecue, desired to 
unite his company to that of Fremont for the return 
trip — or, as he claims, for a movement against the Cal- 
ifornians — but his proposition was declined/^ 



*r 



Leaving Lassen's on or about April 14th, Fr^moBt 
proceeded northward to Oregon.** On May 8th, 

'^Mtiy 6th, Hub-prefect to prefect. Castro^ Doc^ MS», ii. 79; -D^. St. 
Pap», Ben. Pr^. y Juzg-j MS., ii. S6. May Slat, Sutter to Castro, CoAtrv, 
Doc.^ MS,, u. 41. See itlso Martin'^ Narr., 14-15. The Indiaii -was an ek- 
neophyte of S. Job6 named Antolmo, who waa at work for Frajicis Day. 

^Chjman'8 Note Book, MS., 18, 26-7. A letter from Fremont is copied 
from the original in Clyman's posaession. In the copy it is dated, Tamp oa 
Feather Eiver, Deo. 19, 1845/ tut this of course ia alt wrong. The letter, if 
genuine, which there ia no other reaeon to donht, inuet have been written in 
March or April 1846. Clymaji and party started for the states at the end of 
April from Johnson's raueho, I quote the letter aa showing, in oonnection 
witJi that of April Ut to Mrs Fremont, the captain's feelings and plans. 
^Your favor of the 21st ult, has been received through the kindness of Mr 
Flint. . .1 am placed in a peculiar position. Hailing carried out to the best 
of my ability my instruetiona to explore the far west, I see myself on the eve 
of my departure for home confronted by the most perplexing complications. 
I have received information to the effect that a declat^tion of war between 
our govemmont and Mexico is probable, but so far this news has not been 
confirmed. The Califomian authorities object to my presence here, ajid 
threaten to overwhelm me. If peace ia preserved, I have no right or business 
herej if war ensues, I sliall be outnumbei'ed ten to one^ and be compelled 
to make good my retreat, pressed by a pursuing enemy. It seoma that the 
only way open to me ia to make my way back eastward, and aa a military 
man you must perceive at once that an increase of my command would only 
encumber and not aasist my retreat through a region where wild game is the 
only thing procnrable in the way of food. Uader these circumstances, I must 
make my way back alone, and gratefully declivie your offer of a company of 
hardy warriors.' 

*^ FreTooTU'tt Geog. Mem.^ 31-2, 57-8; Fremont's map in U. S. Govt Doc.^ 



M OPERATIONS OF FRfiMONT AND GILLESPIK 

having passed up by the western shore of Klamath 
Lake;, he encamped near the north end of that body 
of water. Late that evening two horsemen, Samuel 
Neal and William Sigler, rode into camp with the 
news that a United States oflScer was two days be- 
hind with despatches, protected by a small escort and 
probably in great danger. Next morning Fremont 
took nine of his men, Carson, Maxwell, Godey, 
Owens, Lajeunesse, and four Delawares, hastened 
back with Neal and Sigler, and after a rido of some 
twenty-five miles — not sixty miles as was claimed at 
the time and has been often repeated — he met at 
nightfall Lieutenant Archibald H. Gillespie, This 
officer, of whose arrival I shall have more to say 
presently, had reached Sutter's April 28th, and Las- 
' sen's the 1st of May. From that point, with only 
five companions, Lassen, Neal, Sigler, Stepp, and a 
negro servant named Ben, he started May 2d on 
Fremont's trail. On the 7th the two men were sent 
in advance, and the others encamped at the outlet of 
Klamath Lake, unable to ford the river, and having 
nothing to eat for forty hours. On the morning of 
the 9th, a party of Indians made their appearance, 
who in great apparent kindness gave the travellers a 
fresh salmon for food, and ferried them over the 
water in canoes. After a day's journey of some 
thirty miles, Gillespie met Fremont at sunset, as re- 
lated, at a stream named from the events of that 
night Ambuscade Creek,*^ 

31st coDg. 1st se33r, H. Ex. no. 17. The route b indicated by the following 
stationst Deer Creek, April 14th; Mill Cr,, Antelope Cr., KozahCr. (opposite 
Cottonwood Cr,), April 25th; Brant's Cr., 26th; Campbeira Cr., 27th; Upper 
Sacramento (Pit River) above Fall Biver, 29th; same, upper end of Round 
Valley, 30tb; Rhett Lake, eastern shore. May Jst; Mdjrady'a River, 4tli; 
Denny's branch, 6th; Ambuscade Cr. , 7th; north end of Klamath I*ake, 8tli, 
i»th — and returning — Corral Cr., Torrey River, Wetowah Cr. (all running 
into the east side of Klamath I^e), 11th, 12th, 14th; Russeira branch, 19th; 
roinaett'a Biver, 20th; Myera' branch, 21at; and Deer Cr., or Laaaen's, May 

^=*Fr^mont*s testimony in Fr4tao}it'a Cal. ClaimSy 12; GiUeapie in Id., 30- 
]; Gillespie to I^rkin from Lassen^s May 24th, in LarJciti's l>Qc.t MjS.^ iv, 
134; May 24th, Fremont to Benton. Niles' Reg.. \^l 190; SutUr's Diary, 7; 
Yolo Co. Biat.., 15-16; 151-2; Lancey's Crmse, 45-8; BidwelVs Cal, IS4I-S, 
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The sixteen tired travellers retired early after the 
"two parties were united on May 9th, and were soon 
sleeping soundly — Frdmont sitting up later than the 
rest to read his despatches and letters from homo. 
The Indians were deemed friendly, and no watch was 
kept. Just before midnight the camp was attacked 
hy savages. Basil Lajeunesse and a Delaware were 
killed as they slept, by blows from axes, Tho sound 
of these blows aroused Carson and Owens, who gave 
the alarm; when the Indians fled, after killing with 
their arrows a Delaware named Crane, and leaving 
dead a chief of their number, who proved to be the 
very man from whom Gillespie had that morning 
been furnished with food and aid farther south. Next 
morning they started northward to join the main 
body, burying the bodies of their slain comrades ott 
the way. The whole party started on the 11th down 
the eastern side of the lake, wreaking terrible ven^ 
geance on the innocent natives along the route, if we 
may credit the statement of Kit Carson, who played 
a leading part in the butcheries. They reached LassenV 
rancho on their return the 24th, and a few days late* 
moved their camp down to the Buttes,^ Gillespie's 
arrival had little to do with the alleged motive of Fre- 
mont's return from the north, which motive was the 

MS., 157-60. Sutter, in his Persojtal Bemin., MS.^ complaiaa that GilleBplft. 
borrowed his fa.vx>rite $300 mule and bro&ght it back wind-broken. In JV. 
ITdv* Diary, MS,, 46, 0,'s arrival at Sutter'a ia recorded, and it is stated 
that Stepp and Downing went on with him next day. ♦ 

*^ ScCj beftidfcs moat of the citationa of the preceding note, Peterft* L\f6 of 
Kit Carson^ 255-69; AbboiVs Kit Carson, 24tl-55. Carson goes very fully 
into details of Indian figbta on the return trip, noting the burning oC one large 
village after many of its people had been alain; also the gallant manner in 
which his (Caraon^s) life was eaved on one occaaion by Fremont. Several 
writers speak of a cnricaa wooden coat'Of-mail worn by one of the Ind. war- 
riors; and all speak of the bravery abown by thcso natives. Accounts or 
meationaof the affiiir also in Jlfarttft*^ A'ctrr.» 16-21; June lafc, Larkin to aec. 
state. LarUiCs Off. Gorresp., MS., ii. 56; SmncJcer's Life FHm^mt, 23-6; Tuf- 
Um UisL Cal, 166-7; Honolulu FH^^id, iv. 154^ VoUejo, Hist. Cat, MS., 
v. 109; Oido, HisL CgI., MS., 461-3. Several mention the absurd suspicion 
that the Klamatha were instigated to attack Fnimont hy Castro^s agents! 
Sutter, Diary, 7; also N. Helv. Diary^ MS., 49^50, notes NeaFa arrival from 
the north on May 25th, and Gillespie's on May 30th, Oapt. Pheips, Fore and 
Aft, 285-6, Eiicceeda in condensing many errors into a small space. See also 
Mollhameny Tafjthvck, 288-9; Frignet, Californie,iJ^Q. 
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difficulty of crossing the mountains into Oregon on 
account of the snow. The captain had nearly deter- 
mined — so he said — to change his route before he 
heard of Gillespie's approach ; and he still announced, 
late in May, his intention to return homeward by a 
southern route.*^ I shall have more to say on certain 
phases of this topic in another chapter. 

A letter from Buchanan to Larkin dated October 
17j 1845, has already been quoted in this history, be- 
ing a most important document, never before made 
public.*^ It contained a clear statement of the policy 
of the United States respecting California; appointed 
Larkin a confidential agent of the government to aid 
in carrying out that policy; and contained also the 
following passage: ** Lieutenant Archibald H. Gilles- 
pie of the marine corps will immediately proceed to 
Moaterey, and will probably reach you before this de- 
spatch. He is a gentleman in whom the president 
repose entire confidence. He has seen these instruc- 
tions, and will cooperate as a confidential agent with 
you in carrying them into execution." Gillespie left 
Wastiington early in November 1845, He carried 

*' May 24th, P, to Benton. ' I have but a faint hope that thia note will 
reach you before I do . . ,1 Bhall now proceed directly homewards by the Col- 
orado.' NiM Reg^t Ixxi. 191. In his letter of July *J5th, hosays: 'Snow was 
falling steadily and heavily in the mountaina, which entirely surrounded and 
dominated the elevated valley region into which we had penetrated. In the 
eaat and north and west, barriera absolutely impassable han'ed our road; we 
hud no provisions; our aniniala were already feeble, and while any other way 
was open, I could not bring myself to atteDipt such a doubtful enterprise as a 
passage of these unknown mountains in the dead of winter. Every day the 
snow was falling; and in tlie face of the depressing influence exercised on the 
people by the loss of our men, and the unpromising appearance of things, I 
judged it inexpedient to pursue our journey farther m this direction, and de- 
termined to retrace my steps and carry out the views of the govt by reaching 
the frontieron the line of the Colorado River.* fd., IxsL 191. I^irkin wrote 
on June latj ^Tr^mont now starts for the States. * f^arkin'sO^. C'orresp.jMS., 
ii. 56. May 24th, Gillespie wrote: *There was too much enow upon the 
mountains to cross. He now goes home from here.* /rf.. Doc, MS,, iv. 134. 
In his testimony of 1848 Fremont says that ^his progress farther north was 
then barred by hostile Indians and impassable snowy mountains, and he Tas 
meditating some change in his route when* Gillespie came, etc. Fritnont^n 
Col. OlaimSj 12. It was the idea of Coraon and others of the men that it was 
Gillespie's despatches which prompted the return. 

*^ BuchanaiCs Instruc., MS, See long quotation in chap. xxv. of vol. v. 



GILLESPIE'S MISSION". 27 

with him a duplicate copy of the document just cited, 
which he destroyed on the way, after having committed 
its contents to memory, in fear that It might fall into 
the hands of the Mexicans, ^^ He carried also letters 
of introduction from Buchanan to Larkin and to Fr^- 
mont;^ and a packet containing private correspond- 
ence from Senator Thomas H. Benton addressed to 
Fremont, his son-ia-law/^ The exact purport of Ben- 
ton's letters has never been made public; whether, as 
supplemented by Gillespie's oral communications, they 
went further in their political significance than the of- 
ficial written instructions, is a question that has always 
been wrapped in mystery, and one that may be more 
intelligibly and profitably considered a little later, 
when I come to narrate Fremont's subsequent acts. ■ 
Gillespie went under his true name, but in the as^ 
sumed character of an invalid merchant travelling for 
his health. He was delayed for a time at the city o¥ 
Mexico in consequence of the Paredes revolution; but 
finally reached Mazatlan and sailed on the U, S. manr 
of-war Cyane^ Mervine commander, via Honolulu fot? 
Monterey, where he arrived April l7th, a month later 
than he had anticipated at his departure from tha 
States, Entering at once into communication with 
Larkin, he remained at Monterey two days, as did the 
Cyane also to take back the consul's despatches/^ 

**GUleapie'B teatimoDy of I84S, in Fr&jnont's Cal. Clavrmt, 30, He stateB^ 
* Early in Nov. 1845, I received orders from the president and Bocretary 6P 
the navy, Mr Bancroft, to proceed to Cal, by way of Vera Cruz, and tho 
sHortcat route through Mexico to Mitzatlan, with iDstmcttona to w&toh over 
the interest of the U, 3. in Cal., and to counteract the influence of any foreign 



or European agents who might he in that country with objecta prejudicial to 

theU. S.^ Gffleapi 

not extant, bat of courae they were substantially the same as those to Lar- 



teapie'a written instmctiona, if they were put in writing, are 



kin. 

^Nov. I, 1W5, * I take pleasure in introducing to you the bearer hereof, 
Mr Archibald H, Gillespie, as a gentleman of respectability and worth. Ho 
is about to visit the north- west coast of America on buaineaa^ and ahould he 
stop on hiB way at Monterey, allow mo to bespeak for him your kind atten- 
tion. You will find himtobeineveryreapect worthy of your regard, Yonrs 
very respectfully^ James Buchanan. To Thomas O. Larkin, Esq.* Original 
in LarkljCs Zkfc., MS., iii. 362. This letter is not mentioned in Gillespie^a 
testimony. That addressed to Fremont was doubtless of the same purport. 

^^ Gill^pie's testimony^ also Fremont's depoaition in ^r€m<yiU^s Cal. OlaiTWi, 

^^^pril 17th, G. onboardthe(7^a/<f to L. ^Confidential. Enclosed I send 
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Gillespie's true character as an officer — if not as a 
confidential agent, or 'spy' as the Mexicans would 
somewhat plausibly have termed him^was suspected 
from the first by the Californians; but he was not hin- 
dered from starting on the 19th for Yerba Buena on 
his way to find Fremont, after having been entertained 
at a grand ball given by Ex-governor Alvarado, or at 
least at his house. It is stated, however, that the 
lieutenant had to depart secretly in the night while 
the ball was in progress, so great was the suspicion 
of the authorities, strengthened as some say by a 
warning which David Spence had received from Maza- 
tlan,^ He left San Francisco April 25th in a boat 
furnished bv LeidesdorflF- to whom he seems to have 
announced the certainty of war with Mexico, repre- 
senting that to be the nature of his message to Fre- 
mont,^ 



--S. 



you a letter of lutroductloii, which I ^loubt not you vill imderstftadr and as I 
have SB importajit despalxib for you, as aJso other aealnd packages, I will be 
obliged by your coBiing on boM^ aa early an poHBible/ Ijorkins Doe.f MS., 
iv. 91, April 17th, L, to Mervine, requesting him to remain until the lt^th 
for despatt^hesH Same date, Mervine consenta. Id., iv. 92; Id.jOff.Corresp., 
MS., j. U2. 

^* April 19th, Capt. Mervine and hia officers cannot attend the dance. Lar- 
idn's Doc, MSm iv> ^ Same date, Larkia to Leideadorff, introducing Gilleapie 
jisa friend iaUl health, who ^wishes to travel through yoTirpart of the coun- 
try to enjoy the climate,' etc. *I believe ho has some personal acfLuaintanee 
with Capt. Fremont, and may wish to see him if the trouble and expense i)A 
not too much.' Furnish all needed aid, etc. Id.^ Off. Oorresp., MS., i. 93. 
June 1st, L, writes to sec. state, ' Mr G. was at once known here as an officer, 
or fully aupporod to be no, and could not pass for a merchant . . , In fact, ao long 
aa it is not correctly known, I prefer tlJit he should be supposed to be what 
he actually is,* Jd., ii. 60, 66. 

Vallejo, Ifisl. CcU., MS., v. 10&-^, saya that Spence received by the Cffane 
a box of quinine, which under a fake bottom cootained a letter of warning 
against Gillespie. The same letter or one of Bimilar purport was addressed to 
13 other men in the north. Castro tried to make him drunk at the ball, but he 
kept bis headf and left about midnight with horses and guides furnished by Lar - 
kin, Vallejo was in Monterey at tbo time, and was not in favor of allowing 
Gillespie to dex>art; but no proofs could be brought against him. Alvarado, 
JJist. Ccd.y MS-, V. 172-8, tells a similar story, but says Spence did not re- 
veal hia secret, except perhaps that hia wife, an old flame of tbo general, may 
bave dropped a hint to him. Alvarado says that Gillespie pretended to apeak 
Spanish very badly, though able to speak it fluently. See also Ord, Ocurrenrias, 
MS., 140-1; Torres, Peripp^ias, MS.^ 4ft-8. 

^^ April 25th, Leidesdorff to Larkiu, Gillespie to start in a few bours. 
*Gloriou3 news for Fremont ! I tbink I see him smile. By your letters it 
appears that this news was not generally known; bowever, they mast have 
some newa here, aa the aub-prefect is busily despatching couriers,' etc. Lar- 
ktn^sDoc, MS., iv. 104, On April 23d, Larkin sent Gillespie a letter on arrival 
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Arriving at New Helvetia on the 28th, the confi- 
dential agent hurried on up the valley, overtook Fre- 
mont, and returned with him, as I have already related, 
at the end of May. Before I proceed with the record 
of the two officers' subsequent operations in June, 
there are other important matters to be disposed of, 
I may note here, however, that Sutter warned Castro 
that, despite GriUespie's pretence of being an invalid 
with private letters for Fremont, he was really, as 
Sutter suspected, an officer of the U, S- army and the 
bearer of important despatches — indeed, he had ad- 
mitted himself to be an officer, though claiming to be 
on the retired list,^^ 

of tho Portttmouth^ etc. It waa not received until G. had retiimed from the 
north. Jjancey^s Cruiae, 41. April 30th, Thomas Cole geta $40 from Larkin 
for carrying the eaid letter. MoHierey^ Oonsulate Arch., MS.> ii. 14. 

**May 3lBt, Sutter to Caatro. Original in Cotdro^ Doc, MS., ii. 41, 98. Of 
course it waa Satter^s duty as a Mexican officia] to give thia warning; but the 
act does not exactly accord with some of the captain^s later pretensions of 
favor to tJie U. 8. On Gilleapie^a niiasion — including his euppoeed secF^ 
inatmctionH, to be noticed later— see aUo FHmo7U''a Cai. Claims^ Reportj ^1,7 

(30th cons, lat Befift., H. KepoH); OookA'& Ci^qaM, 203-5; Swtmtf'^ Ctd., M^, 
45-^; JafsMex. TTttr, 150-4; Gkeson's Hist, Vath. Church, illQ9-Q0; Claris 
Speech on Oal. Claims: U. S. Govt Doc., 36th cong. 1st ees4>> H. Kept. Court 
of Ckima, no. 229, vol. iv.; Price, in Cal. Ass. PUmeera, 1875, p. 18-19; Tid- 
UWs Hi&U Cal., 166-S; Dutibar'^ Romance^ 31-2. 
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CHAPTER IL 

POLITICAL AND MILITARY. 

jAVrASY-jTISE, 1846. 
A FRDITLESa C0NTitOVER3Y— AlVARAIX] AS CONGRISSMAN — CASTASAKfla AND 

Teixkz — CovARBUBus AS Pico's Agest — Missios OF Castillero — 
Affairs IN' Mexicck-Iniestra's Expedition— Tellez and Morales — 
Camboston akd Castro— Valle and Tkeasury Troubles— Assembly 
— GtTBRRA Sent to Monterey— Return of J. A. Carrillo— Pico as 

CONSTITDTrONAL GOVBRNOE — MlUTAET JUNTA AT MONTBEEY — ADHE- 
SION TO President Park des— Measures for Defence— Pico's Protests 
— Vallbjo's PosrrroN— Gcerba Sent to Anobles— Consejo Genekal 

DE POEBLOS USIDOS AT SaNTA BArBAIU- Ca^TRO's PEOTKSI^ — MaRTUL 

Law — The Assembly Deposes Castro — Pico and his Army March 
North against Caste o— Warlike Preparations for Defence oe 
Angeles — Co5pebation of Forbiosbrs — Bandini and Castro — 
Affairs in the North. 

4 

The topics that make up the political annals of 1846 
are bound together by two parallel or intertwiued 
threads. One is the fear of foreign invasion; the 
other, with the disentanglement of which I have 
chiefly to do in this chapter, is the controversy be- 
tween Castro and Pico; between the military and 
civil authorities; between the north and south; be- 
tween comandante general with custom-house and 
treasur}% at Monterey, and governor with the assem- 
bly, at Los Angeles. The quarrel was continuous, un- 
dignified, and fruitless. All admitted the deplorable 
condition of California, and attributed it largely to 
internal dissensions, as well as to Mexican neglect. 
As a matter of fact, nothing that was being done or 
left undone, had upon the future of the country any 

(30) 
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other effect than the indirect one of so disgusting a 
part of the people that they were ready to welcome 
any change. Yet each faction pretended to believe 
that with the cooperation — that is, the entire sub- 
mission — of the other faction, the country might be 
saved. Pio Pico had httle doubt that from the patri- 
otic wisdom of himself and the southern assemblymen, 
the true representatives of the popular will, a plan 
might be evolved for salvation — would General Castro 
but recognize that wisdom, let the revenues alone, 
keep the Indians in check, and use his military force 
exclusively to carry out measures dictated by the po- 
litical authorities. Jos^ Castro, on the other hand, 
maintained that the protection of the country was 
purely a military duty, since the chief danger was 
that of invasion, and that until the danger should be 
pastj it behooved the governor and the assembly not 
to interfere with the general's prerogatives, but hum- 
bly to furnish such aid as might be asked for. Each 
entertained, personally, feelings of jealousy, distrust, 
and hostility toward the other; and each exaggerated 
the other's hostility. Each thought at times of using 
force to overthrow the other, doubting not the other 
was devoting his constant energies to similar ends. 
Each appealed sometimes to the other to forget past 
dissensions for the country's sake; mutual friends in- 
terfered more or less injudiciously and unsuccessfully ; 
and the foolish quarrel dragged its slow length along, 
I have to note the controversy in some of its petty 
phases and results; but I have no historic lens so 
powerful, no balance so nicely adjusted, as to assign 
to either side a prepouderence of blame. 

Alvarado, diputado-elect to congress for 1846-7, 
did not go to Mexico to take his seat, because there 
were no funds for his expenses, much as Pico desired 
his absence. Alvarado no longer had chaise of the 
custom-house, but he was regarded by the abajefios 
as being at the bottom of all Castro's political in- 
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trigues,^ Though Don Juan Bautista diJ no go to- 
Mexico, California was still represented there by the 
brothers Castanares;^ and two other comisiona<los 
were sent early this year. The first was the gover- 
nor's secretary, Jos^ Maria Covarrubias, who was de- 
spatched by Pico, and sailed from San Pedro Febru- 
ary I4th on the Juanita, His mission, fulfilled in 
Mexico in April, was the old one of explaining Cali- 
fornia's peril and absolute lack of resources, and of 
suggesting methods of relief Whether an attempt 
was made to strike a blow at Castro is not known, as 
Covarrubias' instructions are not extant. Some of his 
special suggestions, such as the acquisition of Sutter's 
Fort and of Stephen Smith's lands at Bodega, and the 
appointment of a diplomatic agent at the Hawaiian 
Islands, were deferred for additional investigation ; but^ 
Pico was assured that the government had already 
taken steps to secure the safety of the department, 
counting on the patriotic zeal of all Californians ta 
aid in the good cause.^ The second was Andres- 

^Feb. 19, lS46f Pico to Alvarado, nrgiDg him to etart booh for Mexico, 
Dept. St. Pap., MS., vi. 71. March 1st, A. to P. la ready to start as soon 
a^ means shall be supplied. Needs $4^000 at leaat, Hia health is not good. 
Thinks thia may be the last servicehecanrenderCal. /fi., vii. 117- Aatrange 
comrounieation iront A. appears in Id., viii. 06-7, in which ho announcea hia 
return from Mexico after performing his dutiea aa deputy, and aaka payment 
of hia ejcpeuseal 

* They took part in the junta of Jan. 3d, voting for a president ad. int. 
MexicOy Mem. Hdackmes, 1S47, p. 86-8; Bu^amante^ ^wwo BemaZ Diaz^ i. 
100, Aug. Sth^ CoL Tellez wrote to Castro; * Unfortunately there are among, 
us some selfish people, who, being unworthy of the trast reposed in them, 
only seek their own advantage; lor example, the Messrs CastaSarea, repre- 
sentatives of the Califomias. These two personages have only eiidoa^'orcd to 
draw private advantagea from the commisaiDn intrusted to them; and per- 
haps they would have already gone to tljat department to collect the fruits 
of (heir perhdioua machinationa, if I who know thorn and feel an interest in 
that country had not prevented them n£ much as possible, aa 1 shull continue 
to do; and I assure you that if the revolution in which I find myself plunged 
triumphs, the Californians can truat they will not have the aorrow again to 
see on their shores those wicked men, or any others that may resemble them.' 
U. 8. Govt Doc, 31st cong. 1st seaa., H. Ex. no. 70, p. 43, and so in CoL 
Tellez California had another representative and protector! April 3d, Ma- 
nuel Oaatafkrea to Yallejo. Haa doue hia best to make con^ss understand 
California's needs and risks. Valltjo^ Doc., MS., si. 201. 

*Feb. 18th, March 2d, Pico announces Covarrubias* departure. Castro^ 
Doc., MS., ii. 22; Olvera, i>oc.,MS., 15, ^sllmg recorded mLancey^a Cruise,. 
37. Pico, Hist. Col., MS., 135, tells us that through C. he nrged the govt, 
to accept his resignation, April 23d, min. of reJ. to Vico, in reply to the com- 
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Castillcro, who sailed on the Don Qidxote early in 
April, being sent by Castro with a warning against 
the Americans, and not improbably with complaints 
against Pico, in consequence of Fremont's operations 
in March. Nothing appears respecting the reception 
and labors of Don Andres in Mexico.* 

The result of all appeals to Mexico in 1846 was that 
the national government sent back a brief series of 
warnings, of exhortations, of *an:)ple faculties' to 
defend the country, and even of promises to render 
material aid — which, as in the past, never came." As 
to the Iniestra expedition, the exact date when its 
failure became a certainty does not clearly appear. 
The scheme seems to have been partially revived, even 
after the confiscation of the stores and men provided 
at Acapulco by Alvarez, the revolutionist; but Inies- 
tra died early in the spring. In February or March 
a force was sent to Mazatlan for California, apparently 
under the command of Colonel Tellez; but this leader 
chose to engage in a revolution, and did not proceed 
beyond Sinaloa. In August an expedition under 
General Morales is mentioned as about to start. The 
record of all these projects is, however, exceedingly 
vague and unsatisfactory,* 

mission. Dept. St. Pap., Ang., MS., vtii, 72-S; St. Pav.t MUb. and Colon., 
MS-, ii. 411-14. 

^Doc. Hist. Col., MS., iii. 157; Larhin's Off. Corr^., MS,, i. 91; NUea' 
Reg., Ixxi. 188, 190; Davis' Olimpses, MS., 223, 336. 

'^ Jan. 14th, American fumiliea on tba frontier miiat not remain in the 
repub. while peaceful relations are interrupted. S-up. Govt 8t. Paj>., MS., 
XTiii. 25. March 10th, warcertain to break ont. Thepres. ordera a vigorou* 
defence^ Aid will be sent, and muiih confidence ia iAt in. CaJ. patriotisni. 
The gov, and com. cfen. ^re given ample powers. Pico, Doc, MS., ii, 171-2 
(original); Haytn^ Mission Boolc^ i. 364, etc. It is under this order that 
Pico^a fiuio of certain misexons was Bupport^d in later litigation; hut the plea 
ivas not sustained hj the U. S. conrtsn Hoffman's OpinioKSt 12-13, etc. 
April 4th, decree of pree. that four armed aohoonera be Htatiuned on the 
ci>a3t, one of them at S. Diego. Finarl, Doc. JJitft. Me:c., no. 788. April 
7th, acknowledgment of receipt of despatch of Feb. 19th, announcing the 
irruption of immigrants. April 23d, preparations made for occupation of 
CaJ. Wille^, in Sta Cma Stntirifl, Jonc 3, 1876. July 4th, goT. of Cal. 
Huthorized to raiae re&ourcea for defence. Me^dco, Mem. Rdaciones, 1847,9. 
Ang. Gth, election decree. The two Califomiaa to form one department and 
have one diputado. Pinatt, Doc. HUt. Mex., no. 810. 

*May lUh, Mott and Talbot of Mazatlan to Larkin. "You need not fear 

any expedition from this coast to your quarter. Iniestra ia dead, and the 
HiHT, Cal., Vol. V. 3 
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About the middle of January Henri Cambuston, 
a French teacher at Monterey, on the occasion of a 
ball at the house of Dr Stokes, became involved in 
a personal quarrel with Prefect Castro, and came to 
blows with Captain Narvaez, a friend of Pon Manuel. 
The Frenchman, on being ordered under arrest, refused 
to recognize Castro's authority^ on the ground that 
he was not old enough to be prefect legally; but he 
was put in prison, and a successor was appointed to 
take charge of his school. The matter was investi- 
gated before the alcalde, and submitted to the gover- 
nor, who decided that both parties merited a repri- 
mand. Meanwhile the French consul, Gasquet, had 
interfered, and had demanded from General Castro 
the prisoTier's release, with heavy damages for his ar- 
rest The general declined to interfere with the pre- 
rogatives of the political authorities; but he seems to 
h^-ve disapproved Don Manuel's conduct, much to the 
latter '3 displeasure. The prefect was also displeased 
at Pico's attitude in the matter. The quarrel had no 
other political significance, so far as can be known; 
neither is its result definitely recorded ; but I have 
introduced the affair here because of the high position 
of the parties involved, the interference of a foreign 
consul, the local excitement caused by the quarrel, 
and the bulky correspondence to which it gave rise^ as 
shown by the archives/ 

There is but little in the records of January and 

ships engaged to take the troopa have been paid the false freight and dis- 
charged/ LuTHn's Doc, MS., iv. 115. Soo also El Tkmpo, Jan. 26, May 1, 
1840. Feb. 9thj tho orpotHtiou about to start, but delayed by Iniestnt's 
illness. BusUfjmctfite, Mejn- Jlist Mex., MS.^ iv. 54. March 5th, the eiped, 
has started for Mazatian; bub it is not believed it will reach iia destination. 
Id., iv. 83. Espcd. under Morales. Id., v, 8-2. Gnerra, Apunte^, 371, saya 
that Tellez reached Maaatlan in April with a force, but revolted against 
Parcdes. We hare eeen that Tellez wrote from Maaatlan in Aug,» while 
engaged in a revolt. 

'Tbo quarrel occurred on Jan. ISth- luTestigation in the alcalde's court 
Jan. 21at, etc; reftultinf; corresp. between the Caatros, Carabuaton, Gasquet, 
Pico, audothei's, extending to March, iikOastro, Dec, MS., i. 293-303; i)^j3i. 
8t.Pap.,Ben,Prif.yJit2g..^B.,il 4-8; Doc. Bi^ Cctl, MS,, iii. 51, U, 66, 
&1; i. 497- March 9tb, lOth, Pico to prefect and to Gaaquetj crying to hush 
up the matter, which he fears may lead to serious coniplicationa. ifemcmrfra, 
/Joe, iMS., 61-3; Dept. St. Pap., MS_, vii. 109, 111. 
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February to tTirow light on the condition of public 
aifairs or on the troubles of the rival chieftains;^ but I 
have to note another unsuccessful attempt by the gov- 
ernor to gain control of the revenues. Failing to re- 
move the treasury to Los Angeles, he had sent Igna- 
cio del Valle to take possession of the office at the 
end of 1845; but General Castro had prevented the 
transfer. Early in February Valle came again to 
Monterey, Pico having agreed not to move the office, 
but declining to appoint a northern man in the place 
of Abrego. Castro, however, still continued his op- 
position, on the grounds that Pico had no authority 
to appoint a treasurer^ and that any change in such 
critical times was inexpedient, Abrego professed to 
be willing to surrender the office, but received posi- 
tive orders from Castro not to do so; and Don Igna- 
cio had to content himself with the management of 
that small portion of the country's revenues which 
found its way to the south,^ Subsequently Pico re- 

'Jau. 16th» Bever^ Sta Barbara officers resign their roititary rank, in- 
dudmg Valentin Cota,Jo9dCarril!o, H-Garcia, and Jo?w3 Lugo. Dfpt.St.Fap.j 
Ben, Pr<f, y Jn^,, MS., ii. 61. Jan. 24th, Feb. 27th, Rafael Sanchea to Pico. 
Complaina that Mexicans arc inaulted. conatanLly, that ofScera of the old ba^- 
tahon ore not receiving the treatment guaranteed by the treaty of Cahucnga, 
while Castro ^B *auxthary and permanent drunkards^ receive pay while render? 
ing no seryico. Alvarado and Castro should be accuaod before the sup. govt, 
Dept. St. Pap., MS,, vii. 102, 108-9. Jan. SOth, Pablo de la Guerra to his 
father. The time ta passed when the laws ruled. New eircumatances are 
the rulers, and it is necessary to yield in non-esaeotiala. itoc. Hist. Col., MS., 
iv. lifts. Jan. 20th, Pico to llaiidini. Will chise the port of Monterey in 
case of expected infractions of order. Bandinij Doc, MS., 65. Feb. 13th, 
i'ranciaco Arce to Vallejo, on the unfortunate state of affairB. Bege V. to 
come to the eonntry^s reacue by joining the party of Caatro against Pico, 
whoae eondact is ruining all that is good. He does nothing but build up Los 
Angeles and plunder the miasions. Vallejo, Doc., MS,* xii, 184. Feb. 20th, 
Prefect Caatro to Pico. Has toiled hard, bub foea are in league against him. 
His resignation not yet accepted. The country in a deplorable state, all on 
account of disaeusiona between gov, and gen., of which foreigner take advan- 
tage. Thinks Picons presence in the north very desirable. Doc. Hist. Cal.-, 
MS,, iii. 116. 

* Jan. 1st, llith, Abr^toPieo, e:jrpla:ninahisdifficnltics. Heis blamed by 
MontereyaDS for hiawillmgnees togiveup thcoffieo. Advises iliat the funda 
ha paiil directly from the cuatoni-house to the general^ and not to him ; or that 
a northern man be appointed as treasurer. He is tired of being denounced 
and insulted a3 a *Mcxic;ui.' DepL St. Pap., MS,, vii. 96-9. Jan, 22d, Pico 
to Castro, with Valle's appointment. VaUe^ Doc, MS,, 50-1. Jan. 24th, 
Rafael Sanchez and Juan Bandini to Pico, complaining of scandalous irregu- 
larities in the diatribution of public funds, the real govt being kept in a state 
of beggary. Dcpt. St. Pap., MS., vii. 102-3. Feb. 10th, J2th, Castro to 
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newed the financial controversy by trying to enforc 
a recent Mesican law, which provided that the depart- 
ments should receive two thirds uf all revenues, the 
national government — that is, the militaiy branch so 
far as California was concerned — retaining only one 
third. Pico ordered the administrator of customs, 
therefore, to pay over the two thirds to the prefect, as 
representative of the civil authority. General Castro 
would not submit to any such reduction — from two 
thirds to one third — of the funds at his disposal. He 
held that his orders from Mexico to defend the coun- 
try conferred the right to use the country's revenues 
for that purpose; insisted that the distribution must 
be continued on the former basis; and hisorders were 
obeyed,^^ 

At the beginning of March the assembly met at 
Los Angeles, and I append in a note an attract of 
legislative proceedings for the year, though some of 
the matters treated will require to be noticed more 
fully elsewhere." The members — all abajenos, though 

Valle, refusing lila consent to the change; Feb. Iltb, 16tht Valle to Abrego 
and repliea. Valle, Doc., MS., 50-3; Depi. SL Pap., MS., xiii. lS-22. No 
date, VaUe to Castro, accu^ng hiia of diEturhing the publi^r peaoe by igaorhia 
the gov. Id^y vii. 4. March 1st, Caatro to Pico. The change deferred untU 
an interview can be held. I<L, vii. 41-2. March 18th, Valle s report to Pico 
after his return. WiJl hold no further relations with general or treasurer. 
Id., BeiK, iii. 136-9, 85. See also mentiou in Voile, Lo Fasitdo, MS,, 3S-9; 
Boidlo, Arudes, MB., 125^; Arce, in VaUejo, Doc, MS., xii. 184. 

^"^ April 15tbj Pico to administrator and to prefect. Doc. Hist. Cal., MS., 
iii. im; DtpL St. Pap., MS.» vi.79-S0i Id., Ben., iii. 130. AprillQth, ISth, 
All direct taxea^ etc., muat also be paid to the dent. govt. Id., Angehs, ix- 
67; PkOf Doc., MS., i. 26. May9th-15th,corrcsp.l>etweengcn., prefect, and 
admin. Unh<mndDoc., MS.» 206-lOj Doc. BisL Oat., MS., iii. 224. Jano 
16th» admin, deelarea that payment to the prefect would b© illegal. Depl. St. 
Pap., Ben,, MS., iii. 86. May SSth^ Gen. Castro orders Keccptor Inaa to 
pay over directly to a military officer the duties collected from an English 
ship. Ouerra, Doc, MS., v. 392. May 11th, Caistra authorizes Vallejo to 
raise a loan for defence. ValltjOf Doc., MS., xii. 205. 

"Seasons of aesembly March 2 to July 24, 1S46, in Leg. Bee, MS., iv. 
315-71. English translation in IT. S. vs Bdion, AppellanCs BiMf, in U. H. 
Sup. Com-t, p. 221-63. March 2d, the new membera, Bandini and Argiiello, 
admitted. Qov.^s opening message read, and committees appointed, (The 
message in fulHa found in Direra,J>oc., MS,, 15-190 Bandini^s motion for a 
*coiiaejo general de puebZoa unidoa^ referred to a com. Ayuot. of Angelea 
wants fanda for schools. March 4th> Abrego sends excuse of sickness for his 
absence. {Picoto Abrego, in i>epi. 5^ /'a/^jiIS.»viii. 120.) StaB. producers 
ask for exemption from double ti^ation. Citizens ask for a grant of S. Gabriel 
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they do not seem to have indulged in any legislation 
of a violently partisan and revengeful nature — were 
Figucroa, Guerra, Botelloj Bandtni, and Arguello; 

for a town. Botello granted leavo of absence. Arguello not present, March 
(Jth^ Aijgelea wants a police force supported by contributionB from men of 
meauB. March dth, QueiTa gr&uted Iea,ve gf alienee to go as a conimlasionei: 
to Monterey. Land grants, March 13th, Alvarado deairea inatructions aa to 
his duties in congress, but geta none. American traders wish to be relieved 
of the annual tax of $600 for each vessel. Isaac WiUiams proposes to bnild a 
fort in. the cajon if allowed to introduce ?25»00Oin goods free of^dutiea. March. 
16th, land grants. March ISth, landa. Sec, 01 vera granted leaveof absence. 
(Olvera to Pico. DepL SL Pap., MS., viii. 96.) March 23d, S. Gabriel can- 
not be ^^raiited for a pu©b\o. Bandini's prop- on sale of miasious, ArgQcllo 
HOC, pro torn. Marcn 30th, Bandini's mission prop, adopted. April Sth, 
Abrego sends certificates of illness, and is exempted, a euplente being sum- 
moned. April 15th, Pico's appointment as constitutional governor receiTed; 
Also the Montesdeoca doc. of Nov. 14th on miaaion sales; also other unimpor- 
tant Mes. decrees. Caatro^s report of March 17th on the Fn^raont affair re- 
ceived. Bandini denounces the general's disregard of law. April ISth, special 
session. Pico sworn in as gov. Olvera acting as auplente. (April 17th, assem- 
bly toOlvera. Summons, i>ejrf. Si. Pap., MS., viii. 121; Olvera, Doc, MS ^, 
20^1.) A^ril 24th (?|, no record. April 2J>th, matter of the com. gen. to be 
discus^d m secret session. Figueroa'a act to repress Ind. hostilities passed. 
May dth, more certificates of illness from Abrego. 45 land grafts submitted^ 
(May 2d, assembly decrees that interrupted wssions shall continue! 1>^, SL 
Pap., MS., viii, 127.) May 11th, report of Guerra on his miBsion to Mont, 
and Castro's bad faith. Pablo de la Guerra introduced as a commissioner 
from Castro. Speech of Bandini against Castro. Pico desires permission to 
le&ve the capital should he deem it necessary. May ISth^ Mex. order on; 
missions. Munic. matters. Bandini^a proposition of March 2d for a consejo 
general passed. Guerra not allowed leave of absence. May 16th, Sta B. 
taxes. Lauds. June 3d, bide regulations. Lands. Figueroa'a prop, to es- 
tablish a fort in the cajon against Ind. Warning from Castro of Fr^ont's 
hostile intentions. The consejo general not to be held as ordered on Hay 
l3tlL The gov. to take steps to defend the country. Juno lOtb, land grants 
and hide regulations. June 15th, munic. affairs. Figueroa presiding. Pico 
absent in the north> Botello present and acting as sec^ pro t^n. July Lst,^ 
coramunications from Pico at Sta B., encloaing others from Castro on startling 
events at Sonoma (details elsewhere). Assembly declines to go to Sta B., aa' 
Pico desires; and refuses to bear any responsibility for conse4^eQCes. (Hlneas 
of members alleged by Botello aa a reason for not going to Sta B, Mortno, Doc. , 
MS., 27-8.) July 2oi, unimportant reference to busineas of the last session. 
A weekly courier to bo established. July 3d, vague reference to business of 
last sessions. July 6th, communication frorn Pico on the McNamara coloni- 
£:ati:>n scheme. July Tth, com. report on McNamara grant approved. July 
6th, land grants. Bandini says he must go home on account of illness, Ar- 
gOello is going homo because Bandini's departure will leave noquornm. Pico 
preaidmg. (July 8th, Botello to Moreno. Assembly dissolves, owing to 
Bandini's illness. This is the last session. Moreno, Doc, MS., 18.) July 
24th^ extra session. Pico submits Si oat ^a proclamation, etc. Members express 
'{patriotic fervor.' The people to be called upon for services. An auxiliary 
militaiy force to be organized. (Nothing more in the LegisltUiep^ Rfcords.) 
Aug. 10th, session presided by Pico. Olvera, sec. Castro writes that he can- 
not defend the country, and is going to Mesico. Pico sees no liettcr way than 
to go with Castro. The assembly to be dissolved, so that the invaders may 
find no legal authorities. Blotter record in Ohera, Doc., MS., 32-G. Oct. 
26th, 27th, 30th, Dec. 5th, seaaions under the administration of Gov. Flores< 
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Pico presiding and Olvcra acting as secretary. Abre- 
go, the only northern meoiber elect, was absent on 
account of illness and perhaps his duties as treasurer. 
Pico in his opening message indicated the question of 
foreign relations — including that of immigration and 
the reported approach of 10,000 Mormons — as a most 
urgent one, that should receive exclusive attention 
until fully disposed of. The department was repre- 
sented as being from every point of view in a most 
unfortunate condition. Education was utterly neg- 
lected j as was the administration of justice, largely 
on account of the fact that justices of the supreme 
court had declined to accept their appointments. The 
missions were so burdened with debt that the gover- 
nor had been able to sell or rent only a few of them. 
The army was totally disorganized, soldiers enough 
for the protection of Moutyrey only being kept under 
arms by the general, while the rest of the department 
was left defenceless. Of financial matters, the writer 
had been able to learn but little, but was sure that 
most of the revenues had been wasted. Of course 
much was espected from, the wisdom of the assembly, 
though its president had no definite suggestions to 
offer. 

Early in March Pico sent Francisco de la Guerra 
as a commissioner to Castro, presumably to suggest 
some basis upon which the two chiefs might work in 
harmony, and perhaps to urge a conference at Santa 
Barbara; though the exact nature of his instructions 
is not known.^^ Neither does it appear that his 

Membera present, Figueroa, Botello, liuerra, and suplentea Olvera and Joa- 
quin Carrfllo. I)etaila of meaBiires against the Americans will be given later- 
Fragmentary records in M, 39-56; C&rri^i(>(i>,), Z>oc., MS,, 44; Castro^ Doc^, 
MS., iL 150; Janemis, Doc., MS., 32-3; Sohti-anes, Doc,, MS., 326. 

^^ March 9th, Guerra sent with verbal iustructiona. He wafl to iiee the 
gooil offices o£ intluential peraaus. Que^rra, Doc, M3.» vi. 14-15. Appoint- 
ment, anil license from assembly. Dept. St. Pap., MS., viii, 129; Leg, Bee, 
MS,, iv. 320-1, March 16th, Padre Dnran to Gea. Caatro, m^ing him to 
look favorably upon Picons propoaitions, it being of great importance that the 
two should unit* on some plan of internal policy. Pico, Doc., MS,, ii. 69-70. 
March 2d, Rafael Sanchez to Pico. Urges nim to come to Monterey and eaa- 
talu hia authority — else he wOl soon he gov. only of Los Angelea. Com- 
plains that neither Pico nor Caatro haiS shown good faith to the Mexicaj^ 
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efforts as a conciliator were successful. He made a 
report, however, of what he had accompHshed, or 
failed to accomplish, and gave the document to Castro^ 
to be forwarded to the governor; but the general, 
curious perhaps, as we are^ to know its contents, kept 
the report^ About the same time that Pico's com- 
missioner left Los Angeles^ Castro sent to the capital 
his report of the troubles with Fremont, coupled with 
the announcement of his intention to defend the 
country — acting by virtue of his own authority and 
instructions from Mexico, in case the governor would 
not come to Monterey as he was urged to do. He 
also announced the return of Jose Antonio Carrillo 
from his exile in Sinaloa, and requested Pico not to 
prosecute him further, as his services were needed.'* 
These communications on being laid before the assem-r 
biy produced a commotion. The danger of invasion 
was lost sight of in view of the fact that Castro had 
dared to issue a proclamation to the people, the pre-, 
feet's share in the proceedings being. ignored by the 
irate southerners* The defence of the country was 
unimportant in comparison with the thought of uut 
dertaking that defence without consulting, or rather 
without awaiting the cooperation of, the political 
chief Juan Bandiui made a speech, denouncing Cas- 
tro's abuse of his powers, and called upon Pico to 
"reply to him with decorum, and at the same time 
with that firmness and energy which a proceeding so 

ilJttderthe treaty of Cahueu^a. DepL St. Pivp., MS., vii. 106-8. March 2d, 
4th, Prefect Castro to Pico. Also urges Lim to come north and mate up his 
differences with the general. Id.y vii, 110. 

^*So Guerra reported to the assembly on May 11th. Leg. Htc., MS., iv. 
337. April !4th, Cflfitroto Pico. Beiievea that be will be coiiviticed oi the 
rectitude of writtr's intentions and of the force of the reasons that prevent 
him from acceding to his request. Dept St. Paj/., MS., vii. 52. May Sth, 
Gueira to Castro, a letter of reproaches for hia conduct in not forwarding the 
report. Id.^ vii. 55. May 8th, G. to P. The moat Castro would promise 
was to try to come to Sta B. af ter the mcotine of a military junta. Id.,vi\. 36, 

^* March 17th, C. to P. Dept. Sl Pap., MS., vii. 48-9. This communica- 
tion as reported in the assembly was to the effect that *aH Pico had not come 
north, Cafltro would proceed,* etc.; but in the orieiual Castro still ui^es Pico 
to come. March 25tJi, Prefect Castro writes to the min. of rel. on the neoda 
of Cal. Doc. Hist. Cal, MS,, iii. U2. 
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scandalous demanded,"" And Pico did write what 
was probably intended to be such a reply, but what 
was in reality an absurd exhibition of petty suspicion 
and weakness.^* 

But Don Pio, thus insulted by Castro's presump- 
tion and threats to defend the country, was at the 
same time comforted by the receipt of his appoint- 
incnt as constitutional governor of the Californias. 
This appointment was issued by President Herrera 
September 3, 1845, in accordance with the assembly's 
recommendation of June 27th, and in consideration of 
'^the patriotism and commendable qualities which 
make you worthy of the confidence of the supreme 
government/'^^ The document was communicated to 
the assembly April 15th, and on the 18th, before that 
body and in presence of a large concourse of citizens 
and officials, Pico took the oath of office, delivering 
an address, and subsequently assisting with all the 
authorities at the usual religious te deum.^^ On the 
same day the governor*s speech was issued in substance 
as a proclamation to the people. It contained the 
usual expressions of patriotic zeal, lack of self-confi- 
dence, flattery for the people, and trust in God; and 

^Seaaion of April 15th. Leg. Rtc, MS-, iv. 330-1. ^ril Uth, Castro 
to Pico. lias never doubted the purity of hU inteutionia. CamLOt leave the 
north, but hopes P. wilt come, JJept. St. Pap., MS., vii. 116-16. April 17tli, 
P. to Prefect Castro, compWuimg that no full reports have come from him on 
the Fremont ftflair. Poc. Jlist. Oat., M.Q., iii. 174. Ajiril 24th, a friend to 
Bandiui. The new plan of reform, ui preparation since Carrillo's arrival, 
will cause a, great trana formation. Mexicans ii>re to be expelled. This alone 
will raise the devil. Bandini^ Doc, MS., 70. 

^«Nodate, P. to a Doc. //i^. 6W., MS., iii. 289, By what right does the 
mi\.. venture to issue proclamations, and to alarm the people with whom, not 
being soldiers^ he bos nothing to do? He must have fo^otten that there is a 
govt; or does he desire to overturn all order t or does ho Batter himself he has 
power over frco and enlightened citizens ? How would he like it if the gov. 
should naurp military functions or abtrm the soldiers? etc. Suspects that 
Caatro^s orders from Mexico, which nobody haa seen, are ample enough to 
allow him to do as he pleases, etc. 

i^Sept. 3d, min. of rel. to Pico. iJoc. iTwi. ^oZ., M8., iii. 165; Pko, Doc., 
MS., ii. 167; Dept. St. Pap., Aug., M8., xi. 171. 

1"* April 15th, 18th. Jjfg, Rec, MS., iv, 329-32; Pico to Abrego. D^L 8t. 
Pap., MS,, xiii. 15, May 4th, Larkm congratulates Pi*w. Larkvrvd Off. 
Oorresp., MS., i. 98, May 16lii-17th, pubUcation of the appointment at 
Monterey. Dept. SL Pap., Mont., M3_, in. 123. Pico, Hist. Cal., MS., 135, 
claims to have kept back the appointment for several months after it W4W re- 
ceived, hoping to DereHeved of ao burdensome and difficult a ^oaition I 
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<!oncluded of course with a call upon all Californians 
to be united for the common welfare, *'With honor 
and law as our emblems, victory will be ours."^ 

Besides reporting Fremont's movements, inviting 
the governor to a conference, despatching Castillero 
to Mexico for aid, and announcing his determination 
to resist invasion, either with or without Pico's coop- 
eration — Castro also convoked a junta of military 
men at Monterey to deliberate on the condition of 
the country, and to advise him as to the best policy 
to be jiursued.^ The junta met at the end of March, 
a,nd its first recorded act was to declare on April 2d 
its adhesion to the 'plan regenerador of San Luis 
Potosi,' and its recognition of Paredes as president ad 
interim of Mexico.^^ This pronunciamiento was not 
made public for over a month, during which time the 
number of signatures was increased from the six or 
eight of the junta proper to twenty-nine. On May 
7th it received the adhesion of the Monterey ayunta>- 
miento, and was officially communicated to the pre^ 
feet, being also indorsed next day by the officials of 
the custom-house, and a little later by the local au- 
thorities of San Jos^, and probably by those of other 
northern towns. Prefect Castro refused his approval 
of the act in all its phases, suspecting that it was in-. 
tended as an attack on the political authority repre- 
sented in the north by him. Not only did the Mon- 

^^ April ISth, Pieo'a proclamation onaasurniDg the pi-oprietary governor- 
ship. Original in Doc, Hist Cal., MS., iii. 176, 181; Guerra, Doc., MS., i, 
161-3. 

""March 16tli, Caetro to Vallejo, who ia summ^ftied in the name of the 
country to come immediately to Monterey. VaJlejo, Doc., MS,, xii, 197. 

^^ April 2d, pronunciamiento in favor of Paredes, aigned by the following 
o£Qcera: Gen. Jos^ Caatco, Col. J. R Alvarado, Com" J. A. Caridllo, Capt. 
Mariano Silva, Capt. Joaqain do Ja Torre, Lieut Fran. Arce, Alf. Bautiata 
Castro, Col. M. G. Vallejo, Lieut-Col Victor Prudon, Treasurer Jos^ Abrego, 
Capt. Pedro Narvaez^ Lieut Maecdonio Padilla, Sub^lieut IgiL Servin, Man- 
uelE. Castro, Jos^ M* Soberanes, Lieut A. M. SoniOEa, Ra,faelSancbez, Capt. 
Juan Castaneda, Capt. Josd M. Floros, Lieut Fran, Limon, Lieut Valentin 
Oajiola, Sub^lieut Juan Soberanca, Capt. Eug. Montenegro, Maria.no Villa, 
Lieut Man. Marqnez, Lieut Fran. Egoren, Sub-lient Jjkbn. Garfias, Capt. 
Gabriel de la Torre, Alf. Gaad. Soberanes. Doc. Hist. Cal„ MS., iiL 153; 
VaUejo, Z)oc., MS., x^St. 193. 
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terey oflBcers approve the new plan, and recognize the 
new president, but tbcy protested against the acts of 
the late administration; and as one of these acts had 
been the confirmation of Pico as governor, it was 
feared that this was the objective point of the whole 
movement, Respecting the reception of this act of 
the junta by Pico and the assembly early in June, I 
shall have something to say later. ^^ 

After having performed its supposed duties toward 
the nation, the junta of Monterey turned its attention 
to affairs at home, and the decision reached on April 
llth was as follows: 1st, that Castro's presence was 
indispensable in the northern towns, which must be 
fortified and defended ; 2d, that Pico should be 
invited to come to Monterey and take part in the 
salvation of the department; 3d, that if, as was 
improbable, Pico should not accept the invitation^ 
the general might act as seemed best, and establish 
his headquarters at Santa Clara; 4th, that this 
arrangement should last until the coming of the orders 
and resources solicited from Mexico through Cas- 
tillero.^ The governor's reply to this act was a 
violent protest against it, as *'an assumption of patriot- 
ism for the purpose of paralyzing the administration 
and disturbing the peace/' He also expressed great 
displeasure at the part taken by the prefect in this 
scandalous subversion of order and law.^ He con- 
tinued his protests in a private letter to Vallejo, 

==May 7tli, action of Monterey ayiint. Doc. Hist. Col., MS., iii, 201-2, 
May 7th, Gen. Castro to prefect Castro, Doc, ItS., ii, 81, 84, May 3th, 
action of cnatom-houso officers. Doc, Hist. CgI,^ MS,, iii. JS^. May 8th, 
Otii, prefect to Gen. Castro. Id., iii. 203, 205; May ihh, prefect to juea of S. 
Joaii. S. Josi, Arch., Loose Pap., MS., 58. May 12Ui, 13th, prefect vs 
general. Doc. Hist. CaL, MS., iii. 209; Castro, Doc, MS., u. 94. May )3tli. 
Gen. Oastro to Pico, unj^ghim to accept the plan. Dept. St. Pap.f MS., vii. 
^2-3. May 16tb, 17th, joez of S, Joa^ to prefect. Doc. ffist. Cat., MS., iii. 
219, 225. See alao Alvarado, EisL Gal., MS., v. 130-2; Ga^ro, Hel., MS,, 
17&^. 

^April llth, acta of jtintadenuIitaresinMonterey, Dept St. Pap., MS., 
vii. 50-1. Signed by Caatro, VaUejo, Alvarado, Pmdon, Carriilo, and 
Mannel Castro. 

^ April 30th, Pico to the CaBtros. Doc. Hist. (M., MS., iii. 190. He bega 
Gen, C. to desist from his project, and to unite with him in the country's 
defence. 
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insisting that the junta had merely called upon the 
people to join Castro in a struggle against the 
legitimate authorities, and had ignored not only the 
governor, but the assembly, and even the whole south. 
He regretted deeply that so true a patriot as Vallejt.) 
should have been induced to take part in a measure 
so ruinous to his country; and he even carried his 
flattery so far as to say that the junta ought to have 
madeVallejo general in the place of Castro, and to 
hint at rewards for the coloners favor in the final 
distribution of mission property, ^^ Vallejo's reply 
was to point out in a long and friendly letter the 
groundless nature of Pico's suspicions. He maintained 
that the danger of foreign invasion in the north was 
real and imminent; that the junta had acted in good 
faith and with no partisan views whatever; that 
neither the council of officers nor Castro in this 
instance had in any respect exceeded their legitimate 
powers; and that it would be an absurdity to require 
a comandante general to consult a governor two 
hundred leagues away in a case of emergency. Valleja 
made it very clear, in language forcible but friendly, 
that Pico at this stage of the quarrel had allowed his 
prejudice to get the better of his reason, and had 
assumed a position utterly untenable.^ 

At the end of April, apparently before receiving 
Pico's protests, Castro addressed to the governor a 
letter in support of the measures decided upon, urging 
that only by working in accord was there any hope of 
averting cdamity, and that the time had now come 
when all personal and local diiferences should be put 
aside, Pablo de la Guerra was sent as commissioner 
to Los Angeles to explain the situation,^ and to obtain 
at the least an interview between the two chiefs at 
San Luis Obispo.^ Guerra was introduced, and Cas- 

=5Ma7 2d, P. to V. Vallejo, Doc, MS., sxsiv. 196; xii. 204. 
-sjune 1st, V. to P., in Vaikjo, Doc.^ MS., xii. 219. 
^ April 27th, 28tJi, C, to P. Poc. Hist. Col., MS., iv. 1178-80j Dept, St. 
Pup., MS., viu63. 

^ May 10th, 11th, letters from both Jo&6 and Manuel Castro to Pico, urg- 
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tio's communication was read, to the assembly at the 
session of May 1 1th ; but the only result — when Guerra 
had explained his business, and Juan Bandini h^d 
made a speech bitterly denunciatory of Castro's acts 
in general, and of his present assurance in venturing 
to instruct the governor and assembly on the true 
condition of the department ^was that Pico was 
granted permission, should he deem the matter of 
sufficient importance, to leave the capitaL^^ 

It was probably the holding of a junta at Monterey, 
as just recorded, that prompted the southern politi- 
cians to organize a somewhat similar meeting of their 
own. Early in March, Juan Bandini had proposed a 
'consejo general do pueblos unidos do la Alta Califor- 
nia;' but the scheme, after some discussion in April, 
had not met with much favor, and had been, perhaps, 
practically abandoned,^ It was revived, however, on 
the arrival of Pablo de la Guerra, and, as the latter 
claimed, at his instigation, in accordance with the ideas 
of Castro and his friends in the north; but it seems 
certain, from preceding and subsequent circumstances, 
that such could not have been the origin of the plan.^^ 
Everjrthing points to it as a phase of the quarrel be- 
tween governor and general^ designed as a southern 
measure to counterbalance the junta of Monterey. 

ing Inm to consent to a conference at San Luis^ to lay aside personal resent- 
menta, and not to add the danger of civil ^rar to that of foreign invasion. 



Doc. HisL C<U., MS., iii. 206; Dept. SL Pap., Ben. Pre/, y Jw^f., MS., iL 

" ~i. Jos*^ to prci 
People here have as yet taken no part with Gen. Castro, He aeema to hint 



86-8. May 25itli, alcalde of S. Jos*^ to prefect, on military preparations. 



tliat there ia some concealed, plan in connection with the preparations. Doc, 
HiBi, Cal., MS., iii. 233. 

^May nth. Leg. Rec, MS., iv. 337-41, It was at tlie same seaslon that 
Castro's treatment of Francisco de la Cruerra was reported, a fact that did not 
pnt the flbajeaos in a very friendly mood. 

3" March 2d, April 22d, 29th. Leg. fl^c, MS., iv. 317-18; Dept. St. Pap., 
MS., Tiu, 96, 09-104, 122-5. 

^^ Pablo do la Guerra, in an original blotter letter without date — but prob- 
ably written in hia own defence in later years— saya that ho snggeafced to Cas- 
tro the ideaof independence, which was favored also by Vallejoand Alvarado; 
and he was sent south to advance the acheme, and succeeded in obtaining the 
call for a eonsejo — but on his return found that Caatro had changed hia mind. 
Doc. HUt. Cal.jMB.y iv. 1299-1300. Aa Guerra's mission to Angeles ia other- 
wise clearly accounted for, and hia cool reception by the assembly recorded, 
I cannot place much reliance on thia version of the matter. 
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On May 13th the assembly took up and approved 
the committee report of April 22d, on Bandini's prop- 
osition of March 3d; and on the same day it was 
published in a bando by Pico. In a preamble the 
condition and prospects of California were presented 
in the darkest coloi-s; and two important questions 
were suggested respecting emergencies likely to arise: 
Istj what are the means of defence if a foreign inva- 
sion precedes the coming of aid from Mexico? and 2d, 
should troops come from Mexico without provision for 
their support, what would be the consequences to Cal- 
ifornians? The decree provided that a consejo general, 
composed of eighteen delegates to be elected on May 
30th — four each from Los Angeles, Santa B^bara, 
and Monterey; two each from San Diego and San 
Jos^ ; and one each from Soaoraa and San Francisco — 
together with the six vocalcs of the assembly as speak- 
ing and voting members, and with such ecclesiastical 
and military representatives, not exceeding five each, 
as the respective authorities might deem proper to ad- 
mit — should meet at Santa Barbara June 15th, under 
the presidency of the governor — twelve elected dele- 
gates to constitute a quorum — with the object of '^de- 
termining all that may be deemed best to avoid the 
fatal events impending at home and abroad/'^^ 

Elections were held as ordered in the north, though 
most of the delegates chosen declined to serve, either 
on account of one or another disability, or because 
they did not approve the objects of the council^ 
Doubtless elections were also held in the south, 

" Consejo Qeneral de Puehloa Unidos de California^ Bando d& IS de Mai/o, 
184^, MS. Deteila of the 10 articles, on elections and petty matters of or- 
ganiza.tion and routine, etc., are omitted a^ of no importance. Hay IGtli, 
Pico to both Joad and Manuel Castro, urging the importance of the proposed 
consejo. Dtpt. St. Pa^., MS., vii. 2-3; Ctwtro, Doc, MS., ii. 89^90. 

** The delegates chosen were, for Monterey, Manuel Castro, Kafae! Gon- 
zalez, Francisco Eico, and Rafael Sanchez; for 8. Jos^, Antonio Sufiol and 
JeauB Vallejo; for YerbaBuena, Benito Diaz; and for Sonoma, Victor Pnidon. 
Doc. Hist. Cal., MS., iii. 229, 238-47; Ca^ro, Doc, MS., ii. 73> 100; VaJUjo, 
Doc, US., xiL 210,216; xxxiv. 197,201; Fernanda, Doc, MS., 13, Kico, 
Vallejo, Sunol, and Prudon declined — the latter declaring it would be treason 
to accept; while Gonzalez and Sanchez referred the matter to Gen. Castro, 
which waa equivalent to declining. 
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though I find no records. The missionary prelate was 
invited to name the ecclesiastical delegates, but de- 
clined for want of padres^ and because he questioned 
the propriety of their taking part in politics.^ Castro 
refused to appoint the military delegates, or to have 
anything whatever to do with a project which he de- 
nounced, in terms even more violent than those ap- 
plied by Pico to the action of the Monterey junta, as 
ruinous, treasonable, illegal, preposterous, and 'liber- 
tycidal'! He protested, in the name of God, the coun- 
try, and his armed force, against the holding of the 
consejo and all acts that might emanate from such a 
body. He besought the governor to retrace his steps 
while there was yet time, announced his purpose to 
defend the country at all hazards, and finally declared 
the department in a state of siege and under martial 
law.^^ He did not condescend to give any definite 
reasons for his opposition; but in reality he opposed 
the consejo mainly because he and his friends could 
not control it, the south having a majority of the elec- 
tive delegates, besides the members of the assembly, 
who were all abajenos. Vallejo in a letter to Pico 
based his opposition openly on that ground, declaring 
the whole scheme a very transparent trick against the 
north, and pointing out the injustice of giving San 
Diego two delegates, while San Pafael, Sonoma, and 
New Helvetia combined were to have but one.^*^ 

''Arch. Arzob.^yiB.j v. ^t ii. 68-fi- P. Buran was applied to, but ho was 
ill, and P. OoiizaleE replied instead. 

^^May 28th, Castro a protest. Original iii Soberanes, Doc.^ MS., 316-20. 
June 8th, more to eaine effect. liandini. Doc., MS., 73; D^t. St. Pap.y MS., 
vii. 21-^. *I see with astonishment the libel aborted in the govt house at 
Angeles on ^Ib^j 13th, under the title of decree. Never could the insane 
hydra of discord have ejected a more destructive flame than that of this 
abondnable paper. Are its authors Mexicans?' 

=« Juno 1st, V. to P. VaUejo^Doc, MS., xii. 219. Obio, Hist. Col., MS., 
456, thinka Castillero^s infloenco prevented the meeting, that officer fearing 
that it might result in areconuiliafcion between Castro and Pico. Vallejo, 
JJisl. Col. , MS, , V. i>2-3, 13 of opinion tliat had the junta been held Pico wonld 
have tried through its agency to raise troopaandfundafor an attack on Castro. 

Maj^ 30th, Manuel Castro urgea Jobi^ Castro to appoint military delegates to 
tlie junta, and to have an interview with Pico. Sohtranes, Doc., MS., Sa'i-S. 
May 30th, 3l3t, Gonzalez and Sanchez, delegates elect, aak advice of Caatro, 
and espresa Buspicion aa t** the purpoiso of the juiitfti Vallejo, Doc. , MS. , sit 
- 211, 2U. 
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The purposes of Pico and his friends in convoking 
the council of Santa Barbara were doubtless some- 
what vague, the only definite phase of the matter be- 
ing a determination that whatever was done for the 
salvation of the country must be done under southern 
control. It was believed, however, that an influence 
would be brought to bear in favor of independence 
from Mexico; and it was also suftpected that certain 
men would go so far as to urge an English or French 
protectorate* This suspicion, not altogether without 
foundation, will be noticed more fully in thy next 
chapter. Whatever may have been its object, the con- 
sejo never met, the decree of May 13th having been 
suspended by the assembly the 3d of June.^^ No defi- 
nite reason was assigned for this action; but at the 
same session was announced the declaration of the 
Monterey junta in favor of Paredes;^ and a commu- 
nication from Castro was also read, in which he an- 
nounced the imminence of an attack by Fremont, and 
urged the governor to come north. Moreover, the re- 
fusal of the northerners to take part in the consejo 
rendered it impossible to obtain a quorum according 
to the terms of the calL 

Pico and his advisers regarded the acts of the Mon- 
terey junta in favor of Paredes and against Herrera, 
in connection with the refusal of the arribeuos to 
assist in the consejo, as virtually a declaration of war 
against the south, and especially against the civil au- 
thorities; and they gave little or no credence to the 
rumors of impending invasion by Frdmont, regarding 

^^Leg. liec.y MS., iv. 352-3; Dept Sc. Pap., MS., yu. 20. Doc. in Pico, 
AconLt MS,, 83^; Corond, Doc.^ MS., 243-5. The aouthem delegates were 
ordered not to go to Sta Barbara. 

^^ June 12tb, Abel Steams writes to Larkin: * The asamblea by act have 
deferred the junta that was to take place at Sta B. ou the 15th. The cause 
of this waa the act pasaed by the said-to-be junta de guerra held at Monterey, 
in which they declare the decrees and acta of the govt of Sr Herrera relative 
to Cal. to be nail; thus indirectly declaring against the gov. of this dept, and 
otheractBordecreeaof the general govt favorable to thecivii list, which prob- 
ably deea not very well coincide with the interest of the military gentlemen 
your way.' Larkin's Doc, MS., iv. 151. 
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them, and also the efforts to secure the governor's 
presence in the north, as mere pretests on the part of 
Castro^ whose plan was to depose Pico by the aid of 
the force raised ostensibly to resist Fremont These 
fears, greatly exaggerated if not altogether without 
foundation, were doubtless real on the part of the 
abajeno chiefs. They at once resolved to assume the 
offensive instead of awaiting an attack, using both 
force and stratagem. Pico was to adopt Castro's own 
devices; to raise a military force with which ostensi- 
bly to resist foreign invasion; to march northward in 
pretended compliance with the general's Invitation; 
but eventually to forcibly remove that officer from the 
command. In the session of June 3d, besides deferring 
the meeting of the Santa Barbara council, the assem- 
bly authorized the governor to take such steps as^ 
might be necessary to *'save the country." This in 
open session; but in secret session that body passed a. 
decree formally suspending General Castro until pub- 
lic tranquillity should be restored,^ 

In pursuance of the scheme just noted, Pico took 
steps to raise funds by methods closely resembling 
forced loans. He called on Sonoran and New Mexi- 
can visitors to unite with Californians in support of 
so holy a cause, and wrote to Juan Bandini, soliciting 
his presence and cooperation at Angeles. The 16th- 
of June ho left the capital with a mihtary force. 
Three days later be was at San Buenaventura with 
eighty men, expecting to be joined by thirty more at 
Santa Biirbara, where he arrived on or before June 
21stj and where two days later he was destined to re- 
ceive some startling news from Sonoma. Pico's let- 
ters of these times describe himself and his men as 
enthusiastic and confident of success. They are filled 
with denunciations of Castro's treachery and lack of 
patriotism, and announce as certain Castro's intention 

^Thia action ia not recorded in th*3 L^g. Rec. , aa now extant; but ia men- 
tioaed in an original letter of Pico to Bandini oa the same day, June 3d, 
Bandinit DoCf MS., 72; and it ia indirectly confirmed, aa will m seen, in 
subsequent records. 
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to invade the south at the head of an army, urging 
upon citizens and legislators the necessity of active 
measures, military and political, for sectional, depart- 
mental, and national defence. ** 

Pico had left the capital in charge of the ayuntami- 
ento, the duties of which bod^ were not very arduous 

" May 26th, Pico to Bandini, "arging Lis presence as member of the as- 
aemby. Ho declares that Garfias, Bgnren, and other officers in the south 
were BommDiied north, not, as pretends], to serve ^ainat Fremont, bat to 
sign the acta of the junta. Bandini^ Doc, MS., 71- May 30th, Bub-prefect 
Oi Sta B. refuses to recognize Capt. Cota's/uero Alitor, in spite of &Btro's 
orders. CoUt, Doc.t MS.* 19-20. May 30th, assembly (or ayunt.?) decrees 
that traders in the capital shall fumiab KSiOOO within 5 days, -^^Pf- ^^- ^^P-j 
MS., viii. 135. Gov, wants a loan from Figueroa, Temple, end Vignes. /rf., 
vii. 25. No date, aBsembly not bein^ in session, the sub-prefect with Prcs, 
Figueroa takes measuros lor protection, of the capital, in view of Caatro's 
communications- Id^, viii. 141. June 8d, Pico calls upon Sonorans to aid 
against Americans, /d., viii. litfi. June 3d, Pico to Bandini, Will stai't 
on the 12lh; hopes to meet him before that date. Dandini, Doc., MS., 72, 
June 3d, Wilson to Bandini. Allrecogni^ him (B.)astheoalymaji who can 
save the country from a foreign yoke. Id., 81. June 12th, comandante prin- 
cipal at Angelea to Capt. Aiidrfe Pico, transmitting gov.'s official note oi 
same date. Dept in danger from quasi invasion by U, 3. Asks that all 
army officer* bo placed at bia dispoaaX to command the troops about to maroh 
to the north. Pko, Doc, MS., 07-100- Juno 12th, Pico to Ist judge of S. 
Luis Obispo. Will stATt at once for the north to restoreorder and defend the 
country. Asks for cotiperation of all good citizens. S. Luia Ohinpot Arch. , 
MS., \% June 13th, Clomaudajite ^ureu to Capt. Andr^ Pico. Orders bint 
to proceed to Mont, under the gov.'s ovdcrs, FIgo, Boc., MS., ii. 81. June 
13tli, Eguren to Pico, announcing bisorders to Andres. £>ept. SLPttp.y MS., 
vii. 58, Jone i3th, Wilson, from Jurupa, to gov. Sends 10 New Mexicana, 
all he can find. Id,, ^en. Pre/, y i/^sff,, iL 46, Jnne 16th, Pico sold city 
lands for ?200 to raise money for his espedition. Loa Angeles, Ayunt. Rec., 
MS., 16. Juna L6th, Anast. Oarrillo advises Pico not to go north, Depl. SL 
Pap.f MS., vii, 119- June 16th, Pico to start to-day. /5., AngeleSy xi. 17o; 
Lo8 Angeles, Arth. , MS. , v. 349. June 16th, ayunt. regreta his departure. 
D^L SL Pap,, Bein. Pr^f^ y J'usg., M8h, iv, 54. June 19th, Pico from S.' 
Buenaventura to Bandini. Has just received a despatch from Castro, whoee 
conduct he pronounces as 'insulting, profane, and outrageous.^ He must be 
denounced and punished. Come to Angeles at once to aid in the good work, 
and brine Arguello with you. Bandini, Doc, MS., 76. June 19th, Pico to 
the assembly, transmitting Castro'a despatch of Jnne 8th — his protest against 
the consejo, and threat to declare the uept in a state of sie^e and undcrmar- 
tial law — protesting and urging the assembly to protest agamst auch arbitrary 
and otttiageoua proceedings, to which he proposes to put a stop immediately. 
Dept. SL Pap., MS., vii, 2o-6, with Caetro's despatch. Id., vii. 21-4. June 
21st, Pico's seo. to sub-prefect. The gov. doubts not Castro's sedltiouB in- 
tentions, nor that he h now on hia uiarch to invado Angeles; but will crush 
the hydra. Id., vii. 27. Some general accounts and remarks on the contro- 
versy between Pico and Castro, adding nothing to the contemporary corresp. 
Nearly all agree that down to the last each was resolved to overcrow the 
other. Oastroy Rd., MS., 173-5, 181-4; Afvarado, Hist. Cal, MS., v. 129, 
150-6; Pico, Ilkt. Gal., US., 139-48; BoUllo, Analcs, MS., 134-8; Corotid, 
Cosae, MS., 122; BidwdVs Cal. 1S41-8, MS,, 147-9j TiahlU's IJUt. Cat., 151. 

HlBT. G*!-,, TOL. V. 4 
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for the first few days;*^ but on June 20th there came 
a report through Juan Gallardo that Castro was com- 
ing to attack the town within three days at furthest; 
and formidable preparations for defence were at once 
made — on paper. The alarm was abated next day, 
when it was learned that Castro was at least much 
farther away than had been reported;*^ but it was re- 
newed with all its terrors on the 22d, when Pico's 
letter was received, with Castro's protest and declara- 
tion of martial law, and a report, brought by an Eng- 
lish vessel, that Castro had been in Monterey on the 
14th with seventy men^ but had disappeared the next 
morning, presumably on his way to Angeles, The 
sub-prefect, Abel Steams, at the invitation of Presi- 
dent Figueroa of the assembly, convoked a junta of 
the citizens, native and foreign, at his house; and a 
committee of that junta proceeded to prepare a series 
of resolutions strongly condemnatory of Castro's arbi- 
trary attempts '^to erect an absolute dictatorship to 
the prejudice of all guaranties," expressive of a pref- 
erence ''to perish under the ruins of the patria rather 
than let it become the sport of evil-disposed persons;" 
and, what was more to the point, declaratory of their 
purpose to resist by force Castro's entry into the 
city,*^ The resolutions were approved by about eighty 
citizens, of whom twenty-five were foreigners; and the 
methods of defence were left to the ayuntamiento. 
This body on the 23d issued regulations organizing 
the citizens into three companies, one of artillery 
under Miguel Pryor, another of riflemen under Benito 

^^June 16th, seadon of the ayunt. A lUt of respectable Gitizena to ba 
formed, and other measnrefl to be adopted for the preserv&tion ot order. Loa 
AngetfiB, Arch., MS., v. 349-50. 

^^ Lo^ Attgeles, ArcL, MS,, v, 353; Dept, 8t. Pap., MS., vii, 4-6; Id., Ben. 
Pre/. yJ'u/zg.^ ii, 161. 

'^ Jima ^d, SteoFiia to foreigners. D^t. St Pap.^ MS., vii. 6. Beport of 
the cominittoe, couaistiiLg of Requenfi^ FigQeroa, Botello, Temple, and Work- 
man, with a long list of signera, in D^pt. SU Pap.^ MS., viL 62-6; Id., Ben. 
Pre/, yjv^.j ii. 163-5; Lob Angeles^ Arch-t MS., iii. 31-6. Steams to Pico, 
with the reaolntiona. Dept. St. Pap.^ Ben. Pre/, y Jn^g.^ MS,, ii. 162-3. 
Id, to ayunt. Loa Aiigeies, j^rcA,, MS-, iii, 16-17; I}ept. $t. Pop-, Ang., MS,, 
xl 175-8. 
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Wilson, and a third of cavalry under Jorge Palomares, 
Next day Julian Workman was chosen eomandante 
principal of all the forces-** 

Juan Bandini, despite his illness, came up to the 
capital from San Diego to jpin his voice to the current 
denunciations of Castro, as " a man who under pretence 
of saving California seeks to tyrannically subdue and 
trample on her,"*^ He also seems to have devoted 
his energies to the preparation of an elaborate address 
to the people, intended to be published by the assem- 
bly at the proper time as a defence of its action in de- 
posing Castro. This document — never issued so far 
as I know, but the original blotter of which in Don 
Juan's handwriting exists in iny collection — was a long, 
fierce, and declamatory denunciation of all that the 
general had done. It was filled with the most bitter 
abuse of Castro in respect not only of his public acts, 
but of his private character. The conclusion reached 
was that the assembly could no longer recognize the 
authority of so vicious and ignorant and incapable and 
tyrannical a monster, trusting that all patriotic citizens 
would approve that determination. The violence of 
this eflrusion was as absurd as that of Castro's protest 
against the consejo — which is saying a good deal.** 

Of Castro's operations in June little can be defi'- 
nitely known, beyond the fact that he was at Santa 
Clara and San Juan, visiting also Monterey and So- 
noma, engaged in not very successful efforts to raise 
men for the alleged purpose of resisting foreign inva- 
sion, and greatly annoyed by Pico's refusal to cooper- 

**Jniie 23d-24th, regnlfttions by ayxint., and Workman's election. 50 men 
are aJao to be aent to reinforce Pico- D^pL St. Pap., MS,, vii, 7-S; Lo^ 
AngeUs, Arch^ MS., v. 354. June 26tb, S. Di^o sends approval of the 
action against Caatro, Dtpt. St. Pap., MS., tIi. S5, ^ith a Bimilar approval 
from the aub- prefect of Sta B., dat«d Juno 27th. 

**Jttiie23d, B. toPico. Bandini, Doc., MS., 80. 

*^No date. Bandini, Doc, MS., 58. In Id.-, JOl, ia an undated decree'of 
the HBaembly, ignoring Castro's authority, and fluthorimig thouae of force 
against him and his men if they would not lay down their arms. This may 
be the decree already referred to, or it may be a supplementary one proposed 
by Bandini. 
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ate with him. The records are meagre, and do not 
show either the number or organization of the forces 
under his command ; neither do they throw much light 
on his real plans. In his despatch of June 8th, after 
an absurdly violent protest against the proposed con- 
sejoj the general proceeded to urge upon the governor 
the importance of coming north to aid in the work of 
defence, and concluded as follows: '*I have notified 
you over and over again of the risk which the coun- 
try runs, and of the necessity of taking steps for its 
defence; but, with regret that I cannot count on your 
cooperation for that sacred object, and as the integ- 
rity of this part of the republic is exclusively intrusted 
to me, I shall be absolutely compelled to declare the 
department in a state of siege, and the martial law in 
full force — a legal resource employed in such circum- 
stances by all the peoples of the universe/'*^ AH this 
was reasonable enough on its face, and aiforded no 
cause for the ridiculous ravings of Pico and Bandini; 
yet these gentlemen believed that Castro was devot- 
ing his whole attention, with the aid of Alvarado and 
others, to plots against the civil government, regard- 
ing his preparations against foreign aggression as a 
mere pretence* It is difficult to determine what were 
Castro's plans at this time. He was not a man in 
whose favor much could be said at any sta^e of his 
career, or in whose good faith much reliance could be 
placed. If in the latest phases of the controversy he 
showed to better advantage than his rival, it was due 
more to circumstances and to Pico's folly than to any 
merit of his own. It is certain that he hated Pico, 
and would not have scrupled to use force against him. 
Had Pico come north in response to his invitation, 
Castro would probably have arrested and deposed, if 
he could not control him. Yet it would have been 
difficult to obtain men for a successful attack on the 
governor or the capital, and I do not think the gen- 
eral thought of such an expedition in June, if he had 

"June 8tJi, C. to P. from Sta Clara, De^. SL Fap., MS,, vii. 24. 
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before. Moreover, his fears of foreigo invasioii were 
by no means a pretence at this time, after Fremont's 
operations in March, and his return from Oregon at 
the end of May,*^ 

I have thus brought the political annals of 184C, 
that is, the controversy of Pico versus Castro, down 
to the dates on which the capture of Sonoma by the 
Americans was made known to the different factions: 
to the citizens of Angeles on June 24th, when they 
were valiantly arming to resist an attack from a foe 
hundreds of miles away, with no intention so far as 
can be known of coming nearer; to Pico at Santa 
Barbara on June 23d, when he was nearly ready to 
march northward with his army against the general; 
and to Castro at Santa Clara on June 15th, when ho 
was preparing to resist whatever foes might present 
themselves, native or foreign. The effect of the star- 
tling news on the actions of the hostile chieftains must 
be told in later chapters. 

*^ There were BuapioiOBS of aome hidden pnrpc^e on Oaatro^s part, even m 
the north, as ftppeftra from Dolores Pacheoos commimications to the prefect, 
ia Doc Ri9i, Gal , MS. , iii. 251-2» Com> Carrillo writea of paaquinadee posted 
at Sta Cl&ra agaiimt Castro and other leaders. 3. JoU^ Arch., Loose Pap.,^ 
MS., 4> June Stb, Castro sendasome miltary ordera to Angeles, and asks 
Pico's cooperation. Dept. St. Pap., MS,, vii, 57-8. 
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Yet once again have I to go over the early months 
of 1846 before describing the revolt which in June 
served as a prelude to the downfall of Mexican 
rule. It will be my purpose in this chapter, largely 
by extracts from correspondence of the time, to show 
what was doue and said, what was feared and hoped^ 
in California respecting an anticipated change of flag; 
and I shall also notice as an important phase of the 
same general subject the feeling and policy of native 
citizens and authorities toward foreign residents and 
immigrants- 
Thomas 0. Larkin was a very prominent man in 
connection with the matters to which I have just re- 
ferred, being constantly engaged in active efforts to 
secure California for the United States and to defeat 
the schemes, real or imaginary, of European nations 
supposed to be intriguing for the same prize. In 
October 1845 Larkin had been appointed a confi- 
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dential agent of bis governtnent for the critical period 
believed to be approachiog. His instructions, prefaced 
by a definite statement of the administration's policyj 
were^ in brief, to report fully and often on the country, 
its resources and condition, the character and influ- 
ence and political disposition of its leading citizens^ 
and on the general progress of events; to warn the 
people against the evils of European interference, 
which would be disastrous to their true interests, and 
would not be permitted by the United States; to 
impress upon the Californians the advantages of lib- 
erty as enjoyed under the stars and stripes, assuring 
them that, could they but assert and maintain their 
independence from Mexico, they would be welcomed 
as a sister republic or as a component part of the 
great union; and finally, to do all this with such pru- 
dence and skill as not to awaken suspicion or the 
jealousy of the men who represented other powers.* 
Whatever view may be taken of President Polk's 
general policy respecting California^ it must be ad- 
mitted that this pecuhar appointment conferred upon 
a foreign consul, when regarded from the highest 
standpoint of international honor, reflected no credit 
upon the government at Washington; and it is not 
surprising that the act has never been made known 
to the public. 

Larkin did not receive or know of his appointment 
until April; but he acted much as he would have done 
had he received it earlier. On tho 1st of January ho 
transferred his mercantile business to Talbot H. 
Green ;^ and thereafter devoted much of his time to 

* Buchanan's Instructions of the Btcr^iary of State to Thomas 0. LarHn as 
Confidential Agent of the Untied States Oavemmentj Oct. 17, 1845. Original 
MS- *Iii admtlon to your consular functions, the president has thought 
proper to appoint you a confidential agent in CaL ; aod you may consider the 
present deapatoh as your authority for siting in thia character. The confi- 
dence which he reposes in your patriotism and discretion ia evinced by con- 
ferring upon you this delicate and important trust. You will take care not 
to awaken the jealousy of the French and Enfijlish agents there by assuming 
any other than your consular character.* Larkin^s compensation waa to be 
(6 per day; and Gillespie was to cooperate with him. See quotations from 
this document in chap- xsv, of vol. iv. ^ and chap. f. of this vol. 

*Jan, I, 1846, contract between L. and G, The latter was to take charge 
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his consular duties, and in a quiet way to the work of 
conciHating Californiaii sentiment and of watching 
the other consuls, there existing naturally no definite 
record of his earliest efforts in this direction. Nor 
were there any important developments or even 
rumors connected with foreign relations in January 
and February; though I may notice a warning sent 
to the supreme government by Prefect Castro respect- 
ing the dangerous increase of Immigration; some 
coraplainte of local authorities about the freedom with 
which some of last year's immigrants moved about 
the country uoder passes from Sutter; a few vague 
items that may relate to intrigues for English inter- 
vention; and a letter of a prominent Californian, in 
which he alludes to Hastings' book, and says: "The 
idea of those gentlemen is that Grod made the M'orld 
and them also; therefore, what there is in the world 
belongs to them as sons of God" !* 

of Htore^ warebonses, etc., and $10,000 worth of gooda; &nd to conduct the 

busineafl for three years, receiving one third of the profits. Larhin'a Doc., 
MS., iv. 1. 

'Jan. 24th, Sub-prefoct Goerroro to prefect. Has tried to get the book — 
in which the Caltforniana arc aaid to be abueed— but baa not succeeded^ 
thongU offering $20, €ast)\f, Doc.^ MS_, i 311- In Feb., however, he got a 
copy and sent it to Caatro. Doc. Jlist. Col. , MS. , iii. 95. Jan. 2d. G. to Lar- 
kin. asking him to cause hia coiintrynien who have entered illegally to retire, 
if he haa jurisdiction in anch matters. Larkin*» Doc., MS-, iv. 5, JaD. Sth, 
Oof, Pico calls upon the prefect for a report on the iminigranta of the past 
year. Doc. Iliat. Cat., MS., iii. 21. Jan, 22d, Guerrero to prefect. What 
shall he do with the strangers coming from the Sacramento? Thirty arrived 
yesterday. Can Sutter iBsue paesports? Doc. Hist. C<d., MS,, iii. 77- More 
arrivals. Castro, Doc, MS., ii. 12. Jan. 29th, 30th, prefect to Bnp. govt, and 
to gov. Speaks of the 200 armed foreigners who had entered illegally. Bad 
of the mach larger number expected this year; has no doubt the intention is 
to take poBsesBion of the country, the intruaion being probably instigated by 
the U. 8. ; speaks of the genei^^s pcnniaaion to the immigrants to remain 
through the winter; aends some statistics and names; and urges the necessity 
of protective measures. Doc. Hist. Oal., MS., iii. 90, 121; DepL St. Pap., 
MS., vi. I05-t», Feb. 18th, Pico in reply agrees with the prefect's views, and 
recommends a strict watch. Understands that Caatro's promise was only 
conditional, and will ^ order ' that officer to cooperate. It is important to sat- 
isfy the national govt- that we are doing all we can. Castro, Doc., MS., ii. 15. 
Feb- 15th, Francisco Arce writes to Yallejo that the continual irruption of 
foreign adventurers will end, if no check can be put to the abuse, in the 
country falling into the hands of those audacious people who» not content 
with the generous hospitality extended to them, 'advance more and more in 
their design to destroy our political system and deprive us of our native 
country-* Fa^o, Z*f>tf., MS-, xii. 184. In Guerrero's letters of Jan--Fcb- to 
Kanael Castro^ he alludes in a somewhat mysterious way to Consul Forbes 
in connection with the departure of Pico's comisionado, Covarrubias, for Mei- 
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The Califomian authorities were naturally alarmed 
at the presence of so many armed Americans in the 
north at a time when war was regarded as imminent; 
and they felt impelled as Mexican officials to exhibit 
more alarm than they really felt. Moreover, the gov- 
ernor and prefect were disposed to criticise the per- 
mission accorded to the immigrants of 1845, simply 
because it was Castro that granted it. But it is no- 
ticeable that no practical steps were taken, and no 
real disposition was shown, either to oppress foreign 
residents, or even to enforce the going of the new- 
comers who had promised to depart in the spring if 
required to do so. In the records of these two months 
we have nothing but the old hackneyed official expres- 
sions of the evils likely to arise from the increase of 
American immigration; and in the following months 
no change in this respect was observable.* 

ico, Beemmg to indicate, though thei:e is nothing clear> an understanding 
with Forbes respecting a scheme of Bom-e importance in connection with C<>- 
varrubiaa' niiasioD. Co^ro, i>oc., MS,, i. 262, 313; il 12. Thia may possibly 
h&ve a bearing an the traditionary English sohemca of this year, in connection 
with Pio PiccTs statement, Hist. Gal., MS., 136-7, that Covarrubias was in- 
atructed to apply to tlie commajjder of some English vessel for protection if 
he could get no aid from Mexico. Picoclaimaalso that he made many effi>rt3 
to secure a conference with Caatro, with a view to declare the country's inde- 
pendence, a atep that was prevented by the general's jealoufi fearsl 

'March 2, 1846, Pico to theaaaembly. Complains that through the *fcol- 
■erance or dissimulation' of certain parties^tiiat is, Castro and Sio military 
aathorities — Mesican orders and hia own instractions to prevent the illegal 
entry of overland immigraota have not been carried out. Olvera^ Doc^ MS., 
13-14, March 4th, Justice Bolcof of Sta Cruz laments the injuiy don© by 
foreign lumbermen, who refuse to pay taxes. April 6th, Justice Pacheco at 
S. Jos6 complains at great length of the foreigners who, just because they 
have married and obtained naturalisation^ put themselves on a level witb and 
even above the natives. See the Salnsevain mill affair in the local annals of 
S. JoH^. i>i>c, fliat. CcU.^ MS., iii. 158. Complaint that the true faith has 
been insulted by Sutter and Forbes. Depi. SC. Pap., MS,, viii. 127. April 
17th, Sub-prefect Guerrero again wants to know what to do with the foreign- 
ers who swarm at Yerba Buena. Their number is continnally increasedTby 
deserters, who do not mind the penalty of public -works, eating more than 
they earn. Doc. Hid. GaL, MS., iii. 176. April 17th, order to sub-prefects, 
etc-i that foreigners not naturalized cannot hold lands, no matter how ac- 
quired, that alcalde* must enforce this, and make tbe foreigners understand 
it, and also that they are liable to be expelled from the country whenever the 
govt may see fit to require it. £d. , iii. 175. Same sent to Larkin by eub-pre- 
fcct on April 30th. LctrUn^s Doc., MS., iv. 109. Same to Leidesdorff April 
30th. Sutcyet^a Doc., MS., 36-7. This ia the nearest approxiniation to tJie 
order, mentioned by many Bear Flag men, expelling all Americana from the 
country, and causing them to rise in self-defeneel May 25th. Vallejoto Cas- 
tro, Learns that in July 2,000 American families will arrive^ Something 



68 FOREIGN EELATIONS— U. S. AND ENGLAND. 

Fremont's operations in March, as detailed in a 
former chapter, had no other effect than to stir up ill 
feeling between the Californians andAmericans; the 
fonner being surprised and offended by so grievous an 
outrage coming from an officer of a government in whose 
paternal solicitude for their welfare and earnest desire 
for their favor they were being urged by Larkin and 
others to trust; while the latter, in certain sections, by 
distorted and false versions of the affair, were made 
to believe, or obtained a pretext for asserting, that 
Castro and his men were determined to drive Ameri- 
cans from the country. This was a serious obstacle 
to Larkin 's plans. He could but disapprove Fremont's 
policy, yet as consul, not knowing under what instruc- 
tions that officer was acting, he afforded him all pos- 
sible aid, and prepared for possible contingencies by 
sending down the coast for a man-of-war; but after 
Fremont had been brought to his senses by reflection 
and the consul's advice and Castro's military prepara- 
tions, Larkin did not yet despair of success and hast- 
ened to assure his government that there was no real 
hostility on the part of the Californians, who were in 
their turn asked to believe that all had been an error, 
which should cause no interruption of friendly feelings. 
To the secretary of state he wrote that Castro's acts 
against Fremont had been intended chiefly for effect 
in Mexico, and that for the same purpose a commis- 
sioner was to be sent with, the unfounded reports that 
Fremont's men were joining the Indians for an attack 
on the farms, that the settlers were about to take 
possession of a northern town, and that Hastings was 
laying out a town for the Mormons at New Helvetia, 
Yet notwithstanding tho excitement growing out of 
the Fremont affair, "the undersigned believes that 
the flag, if respectfully planted, will receive the good- 
will of much of the wealth and respectability of the 

ahonld be done to preTent it Pepi. St. Pap., MS., vij. 57. June 11th, Diaz 
to Caetro. Belden has arrived and xeporte no new arrivftla of e^tmngeros at 
the Sacramento. Doc. f/wi. Oal., MS., iii. 133. 
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country. Those who live by office and by the absence 
of law, and some few others, would faintly straggle 
against a change. Many natives and foreigners of 
wealth are already calculating on the apparent coming 
change."* 

The action of the military junta at Monterey in 
April has been fully noticed. Its avowed purpose 
was to devise means of defence against foreign aggres- 
sion; and there is nothing in the contemporary records 
of its acts and discussions to indicate any ulterior mo- 
tive or sentiment of disloyalty to Mexico on the part 
of its members. There is a tradition, however, some- 
whiit widely published, that the junta took into con- 
sideration, not only a scheme of independence from 
Mexico, but also of a foreign protectorate or annex- 
ation, the failure of the scheme being due chiefly to 
the inability of members to agree whether California 
should be intrusted to the protection of the United 
States^ England, or France. 

Lieutenant Revere, who arrived at Monterej' while 
the junta was in session, was "favored by an intelli- 
gent member" with what purported to be the sub- 
stance of two speeches delivered by Pio Pico and M, 
G. Vallejo, the former in favor of annexation to France 
or England, and the latter an eloquent plea in behalf 
of the United States. Revere published these speeches 
in his book in 1849, with the explanation that 'Hhe 
arguments of Vallejo failed to carry conviction to the 
majority^ but the stand taken by him caused a sudden 
siue die adjournment of the junta, without arriving 
at any definite conclusion upon the weighty matter 
concerning which they had met to deliberate." Va- 

^April 3d, 18tli, L. to sec. state. Larhin'^ Off. Gorr^p., MS., ii. 4&^1. 
To the U. S. nkin. in Mexico be expresaed hia oontideoce that there -waa no 
dflJiger of invaflion by Americana. Id., i. 71. Yet L. had just received a let- 
ter from Hastuxga^ ia wliJch that gentleinaa predicted great things for Cal. 
From the immeDBO immigratioii; and announced that abuBinesa 6rm — ^really 
underaconfideDtial arrangemeot with the ^vt, made forreasona that L. will 
readily anderstaad — was to despatch two shipe each year, bringing inimigraJaU 
free of charge ! LarhiiCs Doc., MS., iv. 55. 
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llejo, after writing to Pio Pico a, letter embodying his 
views, left Monterey for Sonoma to await the issue. 
Keverc'a account, founded on information obtained, 
not at the time — when he knew nothing ''except the 
notorious facts that two parties existed, and that Gen- 
eral Vallejo was supposed to be the leader of the 
American party, while Castro was at the head of the 
European movement" — but subsequently, and doubt- 
less after the conquest, has been repeated by Lancey 
and others, with the additional information that the 
junta met at San Juan I Of course, as the reader 
knows, Pico took no part in the meeting, being at Los 
Angeles at the time; nor is Revere's explanation — 
that J. A. Carrillo "reflected the views of Pico, offi- 
ciated as his especial mouth-piece," and might even 
have made the speech attributed to Don Pio — calcu- 
lated to throw much light on the subject, as Carrillo 
was politically a bitter foe of the governor,' 

Colonel Vallejo was perhaps the source of Revere's 
information, and at any rate, he has become chief 
sponsor for the events as described in later years. 
In 1806, John W. Dwindle, after a consultation with 
Vallejo, reproduced the speeches, which he stated to 
have been put in writing at the time of delivery by 
Larkin/ Finally, Vallejo himself, in his manuscript 

'^Revere's Tour, 24-32; Lajicey's Cruise, 51-4; Marin Co. Hist., Q2-5; 
Mendocino Co. Biiil.,iS2S. Rovere adds that in a private eonveraatiou Castro 
aaked a few weeks later * whether th-e goTt of the U. S, would give him a 
brigadier generaPa comraiBsion in case he decided to prouoimce for the eatab- 
liEhment of their authority. ' * He spoke apparently in jeat, but I could per- 
ceive that the promiao of such an appomtment would have had its effect/ 
C, E, Pickett, in Shuck's Repres. Me^ 229-30, givea a very muddled accotmt 
of thia junta m connection with that convoked at ^ta Bdrbara. 

' Dwinelle's Address, 1866^ p- 21-7. He describes the meeting aa an infor- 
mal one^ held at the house of Castro at Monterey; does not name Fico aa author 
<»f the fivet speech, since ho is 'now a loyal oitizenof CaL;' aivd he speaks of 
the action of this meeting as having made uselesfl the holding of that at Sta Bir- 
bara, though as a matter of fact the latter was not called until May, long after 
the former was held. In a memorandum for Dwinelle's use, Vallejo, Doc., 
MS., x^xiv. 197j says Picons speech was made at Los Angeles; and namea 
consuls Larkin and Gasqnct aa having been present at the Monterey meetings 
SwBfiey, who was at Monterey at tho time, says, Ocd. '45-6, MS., S-9, and m 
conversation, that such a meeting was held, at which Vallejo prevented the suc- 
cess of a plan to put the country under English proteotion; but he does not 
<:laim to nave known anything of the matter beyond a current report of the 
time. 
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history, gives a detailed account of the whole matter, 
which is more or less fully confirmed by Alvarado.^ 
His version is that Castro convoked the junta osten- 
sibly to devise means of defence, but really to gain 
the support of leading citizens against Pico, whom he 
proposed to overthrow in favor of some man who 
would take part in his own schemes for a French pro- 
tectorate, Vallejo was summoned to attend the junta, 
and was joined on his way dj Sanchez and Alvires at 
Santa Clara, The meeting was held on the 27th of 
March, at the house of Larkin, and was presided by 
Castro, who in an opening speech, that accredited by 
Revere to Pico, made an argument in favor of annex- 
ation to France.* Castro's proposition caused some 
surprise, as he had been supposed to favor absolute in- 
dependence, David Spence then urged the advantages 
of England as a strong nation, whicb^ though protes- 
tant, afforded equal protection to her catholic citizens. 
Rafael Gonzalez made a speech in favor of "Califor- 
nia, libre, soberana, y independiente"! and was fol- 
lowed by Prudon and Sanchez in behalf of the United 
States, by Pablo de la Guerra^*^ and Juan Alvires 
for independence, by Hartnell for England, and by 
Cambuston for France. Finally, Vallejo made his 
famous speech in favor of annexation to the United 
States;" and Prudon immediately called for a vote on 
Vallejo's proposition, Castro objected, with satirical 
allusion to the "gentlemen of the frontier" who were 
present only by condescension of the south and centre^ 
representing the wealth and intelligence of the coun- 

« Vali^^o, IJint. Cal., MS., v. 61-92; Alvarado, Hist. Col, MS., v. 133-46. 

* The speech is giTen in frill, Vallejo tells ua that to Castro's fijjal clause, 
'Ipropofte annexation to France/ Hartnell, the official reporter (?), an English- 
man, added: * or England, ' etc. — words really spoken by Spence, though Cas- 
tro favored France decidedly, on account of ner religioUj as he said. 

''^ Except hj thia author Guerra is supposed with much reason to have been 
a partieau of Englajid. Alvarado saya that he abould have favored indepen- 
dence. 

'^ The speech in aubstancees given by Eevere. Vallejo eays that many 
delegates were present from the south, all in favor of Enu:land except Bandini 
and A- M. Pico, who favored the IT. S. Bandini certainly was not there, and 
probably no southern delegate was even invited to come. 
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try, and insisted that a vote must be taken on his own 
proposition. Prudon replied, but the feeling of the 
assembly was manifestly against him, and Vallejo 
barely succeeded in having a vote postponed until 
after a recess. During this recess, realizing that his 
party was outnumbered by the opposition, which 
would doubtless unite in favor of England, Vallejo 
and his friends decided to quit Monterey and to re- 
turn to their homes, which they did, leaving the junta 
without a quorum, and thus defeating temporarily all 
schemes of European intervention!" 

A desire to be strictly accurate, the leading mo- 
tive of all my historical researches, compels me to 
state that I believe all that has been said of this meet- 
ing, including the eloquent speeches so literally quoted, 
to be purely imaginary. No such meeting was ever 
held, and no such speeches were ever made. My be- 
lief in this respect is founded on the absence of any 
contemporary corroborative evidence, under circum- 
stances which would certainly have produced allusions 
to such extraordinary schemes and discussions; spe- 
cially on the silence of Larkin, who assuredly would 
have known and written about a matter so particu- 
larly interesting and important to himself; and on 
the many inherent discrepancies and errors that have 
been pointed out in the testimony extant. There is 
no reason to doubt that Vallejo was disposed in 1846 
to favor annexation to the United States, or that 
others looked with more favor on European nations 
for protection; and it is not unlikely that some of the 
leaders may have expressed their preferences to one 
another and guardedly to foreigners; but in thus re- 
cording a formal meeting, with deliberate discussion of 
propositions to deliver their country to a foreign power, 

'^It is to be noted that Vallejo makes the date of the junta March 27th, 
while ita action of April llth, abnndajitly recorded, ia nob mentioned at alt by 
him. He speaka of Pico's letter disapproving of hia apeochf and of the jnotas 
action, though moat of the members bad aaaembled by Pico's order, with io- 
atructioEiB to vote for England ! but Picons letter end Vallejo'a repl^ are ex- 
tant, aa already noted, and they contain no reference to foreign relationa. 
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I am very sure that General Vallejo's memory has 
been greatly aided by his imagination* 

On April 17th, the day of Gillespie's arrival with 
news of Larkins appointment as confidential agent, 
Larkin wrote letters to Abel Stearns, Jacob P. Leese, 
and John Warner, to whom he communicated news 
brought from Mazatlan by the Portsmouth^ to the 
effect that war was believed to have been declared, or 
at least that it would not long be delayed. In the 
event of war, he writes, *'I believe the stars would 
sbine over California before the Fourth of Julyl bless- 
ing those who see them and their posterity after 
them." This, he believes, would be most advanta- 
geous to the people, though probably not to himself 
and other merchants. *'As a trader, I prefer every- 
thing as it is; the times and the country are good 
enough for me," After painting in bright colors the 
benefits of annexation to the United States, the writer 
ui^es the gentlemen addressed to disseminate hie 
views with diligence and secrecy, reporting promptly 
all that they could learn of the popular feeling in their 
respective sections. Especially were the people to be 
warned against the evils of European interference. In 
their distress, ''some look to England, some to the 
United States, and a few to France as a dernier ressort. 
Those who look to Europe know nothing of a Euro- 
pean colonist's life, or of the heavy tax and imposi- 
tion he suffers. The idea of independence is from his 
mother's breast implanted in every native of the Amer- 
ican continent. Then where should he look for assist- 
ance but to the United States of America? He will 
there find a fellow-feeling with those who can partici- 
pate in all his ideas, and hail him as a republican and 
citizen of the land of freedom. Be all this as it may, 
from the time of Mr Monroe, the United States have 
said that no European government should plant colo- 
nies in North America. Mr Polk reiterates this posi- 
tion, and his government will make it good; and the 
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day that European colonist by purchase, or European 
soldier by war^ places his foot on Californiau soil^ 
that day shall we see the hardy sons of the west come 
to the rescue.''^ 

At or about the same time Larkin prepared an- 
other letter, expressing views similar to those just 
noted, but in language almost identical with that used 
by Buchanan in his instructions. This document 
without signature was translated into Spanish, and 
was intended to be shown to diflferent Californians, 
but only as embodying Larkin's private opinions.^* 
To the secretary of state the consul wrote, that while 
the leaders would prefer to rule the country under 
Mexico, and were inclined to vacillate in their ideas 
of foreign protection, yet he believed they would not 
oppose annexation to the United States if their offices 
and salaries could be secured to them,^^ To GiUespie 
Larkin wrote: "I have said, as my opinion, to Castro^ 
Carrillo, and Vallejo, that our flag may fly here in 
thirty days. The former says for his own plans war 
is preferable to peace, as affairs will at once be brought 
to a crisis, and each one know his doom, I answered 
that without war he could secure to himself and his 
friends fame, honor, and permanent employ and pay. 
He and others know not what to do or say but wait 
advices from Mexico . , , I have had many of the lead- 

+ 

'"April 17, 1846, L. to Steams, Leese, and Warner. Larkin^s Off. Corrtsp., 
MS-f i- 77~9- Thia letter might be ahown to Califomians. but neither ongi- 
nal nor a copy must bo aUowcd to fall into their haiids. 

"Nodatej Larkin's circular letter, Oo^ymSawtftr^^ Doc, MS,, 18-24, 
with a note by L. explaining the circumstances under which it was written — 
in Feb. he says, but thia must be an error, perliapa of the copyist. I have 
not fonnd the original, but Sawyer saw it among L. 's papers before they 
came into my posaossioii. In this document the Qilifomians are clearly in- 
formed that the U. 8, will not permit European intervention, but will wel- 
come Oal, a£ a sJater republic or aa a part of tho American union. 

"April 17, 18t6, L. to sec state. LarUn's Off. Corre^., MS., ii, 52-4. 
He saya Oaatro talks of going to the Sacramento in July to prevent the entry 
of expected immiffrants, lie is probably not in earnest, but if he does go it 
^^ill only hasten the crisis. Larfcin thinks Caatro will soon overthrow Pico; 
represents Forbes and Gasquet as men not very in£uential or likely to meddle 
much in politics; and he thanks the president for his appointment as agent, 
promising to do his best to give satiBKiction/ 
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ers at my house to inquire into the news, and I be- 
lieve they are fast preparing for the coming event"'^ 

Respecting the policy of Sutter in these days, so 
far as foreign relations are concerned, little is known. 
He was not in 1846, as he had been to some extent 
before, one of those to whom Larkin confided his po- 
litical plans. In a communication to Castro, written 
in April or May — the same in which he warned that 
officer against Grillespie as an agent of the United 
States with important despatches for Fremont, whom 
he perhaps intended to recall from the northern fron- 
tier — Sutter wrote: '*I recommend vou to station a 
respectable garrison at this point before the arrival 
of immigrants from the United States, which will be 
about the middle of September. According to reports, 
they may number some thousands, though not ten 
thousand, as has been said. Believing that the gov- 
ernment will buy my establishment, I shall put every 
thing in the best order. I am putting a new story on 
the large new building which you have seen, and will 
make it ready as soon as possible, containing quarters 
for two or three hundred soldiers, with sufficient pa- 
rade-ground within the fort for the troops, I have also 
written to Prudon about this matter."^' The only 
comment to be made on Sutter's warning; against Gilles- 
pie, and on his recommendation to garrison New Hel- 
vetia against American immigrants, is that these acts 
were much more consistent with his duty as a Mexi- 
can citizen and officer than with his later pretensions 
of American partisanship. 

On May 13th was issued the call for a 'consejo gen- 
eral de pueblos unidos/ to deliberate on the future 
destiny of California. I have already noticed this con- 

*« April 23, 1846, L. to G. Larkin'^ O^. Gorre^tp., MS., i. 73-5. 

*' No date (about 3 weobs after Pr^Diont^a visit), Sutter to Castro in Span- 
ish. Castro^ Doc., M^. J flS, 41. Tor the letter to Prudon, see chap, xxv,^ tLis 
vol, Sutter's preparations were soon to be utilized, aa will be seen, but not 

by a Mexican gamaon, aa he had intended. 
Uisr. Cal., Vol. v. 5 



*- 
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sejo as a phase of the controversy between Pico and 
Caatro, and explained that the opposition of the latter 
and his friends prevented its success. It has been be- 
lieved from that time to this, that the promoters of 
this council intended in it to urge the scheme of inde- 
pendence from Mexico, involving probably an appeal 
to some other nation for protection. The wording of 
the call,^ together with the correspondence of such 
men as Stearns and Larkin, indicates that the belief 
was well founded; though little contemporary evi- 
dence exists from Californian sources.^^ I have no 
doubt that the consejo would have discussed the 
questions to which I have alluded; that among the 
members would have appeared advocates of loyalty to 
Mexico, of absolute independence, of annexation to 
the United States, and of an English or French pro- 
tectorate; and that on a vote the parties would have 
stood numerically in the order just indicated. Friends 
of the United States might very likely have united 
with the advocates of independence, since, in the event 
of no war with Mexico, independence would have been 
less embarrassing to the government at Washington 
than annexation, though practically and eventually 
amounting to the same thing. But all the other factions 
would have united in behalf of Mexico, and California 
would almost certainly have maintained its former 
status, so far as the consejo could affect it. 

Larkin was not alarmed at the rumors that the 
consejo was to be controlled by advocates of European 
interference. He proposed to visit Santa Barbara 
in person; and he had no doubt of his ability, with 
the aid of Vallejo, Bandini, and Stearns, all of whom 
he urged to attend as members, to prevent any tri- 
umph of foes to the United States, though he did not 
expect a positive decision in favor of his own plans. 

**See cbap. u* of this vol. 

1= May 30, 1846, Mwiuel Caatro to Josd Caatro. Mentions tlie rumor that 
the southern del^atea will faror independencij; at which the writer is indig- 
nant« and orges the gen. to take part in the <!OQBejo, with a view to prevent 
thu auccesa ot such a. scheme. Soberane!^, Doc.j MS., 322-5* 
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Steams thought the proposed meeting would consider 
foreign relations only as a secondary question, the 
quarrel between Pico and Castro being of primary 
importance; but he believed that the United States 
had more friends in the south than any European 
nation, and that a majority would favor annexation, 
<:ould they be assured of immediate protection against 
Mexico.^ 

The importance of the proposed eonsejo, as a scheme 
designed to put the country under the protection of 
England, has been grossly exaggerated, as indeed has 
all that pertains in any way to English interference. 
It has been asserted that Pico and other promoters 
of the council had so arranged its membership as to 
insure a decision in favor of Great Britain. Many 
native Californians have taken this view of the mat- 

^M^ H, 1S46, Steams toLatkb, aDnouucing the cODTOcatlgn of the oiTn- 
sejo. He says: * The idea among the Californians for independencQ ha^ for a. 
long time been cherished here at the aoutb{ more ao thjiji at the u^rth. 
Sueh a meaaure I have always been opposed to, and think it a wild scheme. 
Other plans have been spoken of by aome— auch as to a^k protection of Ena- 
land or the U. 8. The desire for eome kind of a change ia almost univeraalf 
stt it IB Gertain that no protection can be e?cpectcd from Mexico in her present 
revolutionary state.' Larkin's Doc, MS.» iv. 119. May 21at, L. to S, Id., 
Of. Correap., MS,, i. 80. May 24th, L. to Leeae. Aaks him to urge Vallejo 
to attend the couaejo. Id., 1. 81. June iat, Stearua to L., explaining his 
ideas aa to the object of the meeting, /rf., Doe., MS., iv. 151. *I often 
hear the moat respectable people say, '*Ojali que tome est» ioa Americanos"! 
They appear to ha inciiaed to any kind of a change that will fret them froBi 
Mexico. The govt men are of the sajne opinion generally.' June lat, L. to 
Gilleapie. Does not believe the junta will nave a quorum. *I have no rea- 
son to suppose that this junta is more than to do something for the benefit of 
Cal,; what that may be the membere thaoaelvea do not exactly know. . .1 a?* 
a private person told Forbes, Castro, Vallejo, and Pmdon that if they were 
confident that Mexico would do nothing for Cal., to make one more effort and 
present from a large junta a respectable (sic) memorial representing the state 
of CaL; and if Mexico cannot afford protection, let them humbly offer their 
advice of seUing the country. Forbes told m© he could not mentiou such a 
tiling. 1 told him I would, and my govt could displace me if they saw 
proper; as I had no pay (I), there would be no riak or loss; that aa a private 
man and laud speculator I would agitate qoestiona for my private ends, bene- 
fit, and account. To do this he wished me to be there ' — at Sta Barbara. Id. * 
Off. Gorrenp.j MS.» i. 87-^J. June lat, L. to sec. state, announcing the pro- 
posed holding of theconscjo by tlio gov. and assembly^ ' from a dread of aome- 
thing, they hardly know what,' Id., ii. 56. June 18th, L. to Mott and Tal- 
bot, Maaatlan. Thinks the scheme will fail. /d.^Doc^ M^., iv. 165. Castro, 
Itflacion, MS., l77-80j aays that Picons motive in convoking the eonsejo was 
to forestall Gen. Castro in his supposed scheme of a foreign protectorate^ — a 
moat ridiculous enterprise. The gen. had really sent Guerra (ao G. claimed 
al&o) to urge Pico to join him in such a echeme. 
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ter^ especially certain arribenos, who have thus ac- 
counted for their opposition to the scheme, with a 
view to magnify their services in behalf of the United 
States, ^^ Another fruitful source of exaggeration was 
the congressional investigation of a few years later 
respecting California claims on the treasury, on which 
occasion it became important for certain interests to 
magnify the importance of services rendered by revo- 
lutionists to the United States. Many witnesses were 
brought forward to prove that California had been on 
the point of being surrendered to England by the au- 
thorities, the transfer being prevented — as was Pico's 
prodigal distribution of lands among his English friends 
— by the prompt action of American settlers on the 
northern frontier. The absurdity of this claim will be 
shown later; and I introduce' the matter here only to 
show the origin of a popular idea, that California was 
in imminent danger of being handed over to England. 
The testimony cited was that of those who merely 
repeated the rumors current among a class who had 
the least opportunities of knowing the facts ; and they 
paid but little attention to the chronology of such ru- 
mors, confounding those that followed with those that 
preceded the raising of the American flag in July.^" 

" Vallejo, IlisL Cal,US.,v. 41,m; Id., Doc.^US., sx^iv. 192,19 positive 
in hia stateioenta to thia eSect, deolaringalso that Forbes waa active in promot- 
ing the scheme. Alvarado, Hist. Col., MS-, v. 109-10, 140-50, expresses the 
same opinion^ so far as Picons designs are concerned; but he thinka the gover- 
nor's following was not numerically strong, and he names David Spence as the 
moat prominent English agent. Oslo. Hwt. Cat,, MS., 457, oonfirms the state- 
ment that Pico w&aiDtrigHingwith Forbes and other agents of England. Ka- 
faelPuito, jlpuwi.,MS.,10fi, claims to have started for the soutbwitli Pablo dy 
la Guerrra, who was sent by Castro and Alyarado to confer with Pico, and 
urge a aoheme for an English protectorate, Mauuel Torres, Feripedaa, MW., 
72-4. tells us that Dr Stokes waa one of the moat active partisans of the 
English cause; bat that Forbes and RichaT'dsoTi held aloof. See also, on Pico's 
schemes, Juarez, A'ttrr.,MS.; CarriUOy Narr.,M.B., ^ IQ; Sartcka^ iVoitw, MS., 
22. John Bidwell, Ccd. inlS^lSf MS., 141-2, saya it ^waa generally under- 
stood that Pico and other prominent men were agitating the question of Ruglish 
protection, and he thinka there was some foundation for the idea. Juan Fore- 
ter, Ptone^.r Data^ MS., 28-9, also thinks there was an miderstanding be- 
tween English agents and the Califomian authorities. See also Ltmcty^ 
Cruise, 54. Hepworth Dison, TrMeC'o??^wtf'*^, i.40,namesVallejoas anadvo- 
cate of Engliflh scliomes ! See also Hall's Hv^t. 8. Josi, 143, and many news- 
paper articles. 

^^ Fr^mmit^R Col. Claims (30th coug. Ist sess,. Sen. Itepts no. 75); !%'* 
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The truth of the matter is simply that Pico and 
half a dozen other somewhat prominent men, includ- 
ing Pablo de la Gucrra and Juan B. Alvarado, were 
inclined, through various motives of personal ambi- 
tions, dislikes, and friendships, to favor European 
intervention as a means of keeping their country from 
the United States. Popular sentiment was not strong 
in their favor, and they could not have controlled the 
consejo in behalf of England, even had they acted 
together, as they were not likely to do. The theory 
that Pico had so planned the meeting as to control 
it absolutely in this respect, or in any other respect 
except that of opposition to Castro and the northern 
clique, was one developed in later years from the 
imagination of Vallejo and his friends. Larkin and 
Stearns, the men best quahfied to judge in the mat- 
ter, hVd no fear of results so far as the action of Cali- 
fornians was concerned, their only apprehensions, 
much less troublesome than in former years, being 
founded on what England might accomplish in Mex- 
ico, Had England sent a force to take California, 
togethei' with guaranties of office or emolument to 
Pico and Castro, then the attitude of those officials 
would have assumed an importance that it did not 
possess under any other circumstances. What were 
the plans of the English government it is no part of 
my present duty to consider. 

It is not easy to determine what steps were taken 
by Forbes and David Spence to encourage Pico and 
his friends in their purpose of appealing to England, 
The correspondence of the time naturally touches this 

Speeches, i. 278-80; ffarlmann^s Briefs 61-75. Lieutenants GiUeapie and 
Minor were the wititesaeB that spoke most poaitively about the Sta Birbarft 
junta, tlie former ffetting his information from J^eac chiefly, and the latter — 
wlio represented the junta as haviug actually decided in favor of England — 
from Pedro C. Carrillo. 15 or 20 other witncasefi testified to the general 
belief that Fioo was granting the public lands as fast as possible to Ktigliah- 
snea. The chief abaurdity to which I have alluded In my test was in the 
claim that the action of the northern revolutionists, in the middle of June, 
liad any effect to clieck Pico's grants. Most of the witnesses mention the 
McNamara graut, which will be fuHy noticed later, and of which nothing 
vias known in northern California l)efore the end of June. 
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topic but vaguely."^ Forbes always denied having 
been concerned in any intrigues whatever in behalf 
of his government. In conversation with Larkin in 
1846, he gave him to understand that he had once 
been reprimanded by his government for having 
introduced the subject of California politics in some 
of his communications; that he believed the rumors 
of English negotiations with the authorities to be 
false, though England would not regard with satis- 
faction the interference of any other nation; that his 
individual preference was in favor of the United 
States, though his official position did not permit an 
open expression of this preference; and finally, that 
his policy would be to say nothing, not to meddle in 
politics, and to acquire some lands in anticipation of 
the coming change.^ It is not by any means neces- 
sary to place imphcit confidence in the literal accuracy 

^ March 17th, Forbes writes to Bandini: 'You being in my opinion a mau 
whose intelligence penetrates the designs of California's foes, and not being 
able at present to enter into particulars, I have autbori^ed Henry Dalton tih 
propose to yon a certain method of frastrating those designs in a manner 
honorable and beneficial to this country. Pieaso -write to me if you find it 
necessary in order to forward tiie desired object. ' Batidim, Dor. , MS,, 68, 
Don Juan's reply» /tf., 69, was dated April2lst. It was long — Baudini never 
wroto fl short communication — and eorocwhat vague and myetcrious. TIic 
danger was no secret to him, he said, and he seems to approve the plan pro- 
posed; but * unfortunately wo are in a country where everything cannot be 
told, and where a good reenlt cannot be expected if the few men capable of 
treating so serious a subject do not dedicate themselves exclusively to it/ 
It is necessary to uso great caatioD, to dissemble, and to await an opportunity, 
carefully avoiding premature action, etc He also alludes vilely to com- 
mercial topics. This coTTesp. may or may not iiave a political eignificancc. 
J'orbes seeras to have addreseed Pico, asking an explanation reepeetijjg Fr^- 
mont^s motircaj for Pico, on April 22d, replied that he did not know what 
those motives were, but assuring Forbes that the govt does not admit the 
protection of any foreign power. Dept. SL Pap., MS., viii. 128. 

2*May 21, 1S46, L. to Steams, LarUn's Of. Correep., MS., L 80-J, 
May 24th, same to same. Id., i. 81-3; Id., Doc, MS., iv. 133. May 26th, 
same to same. Id., Off. Corresp.^ MS., i. 83, *It is possible that the gov. 
may obtain sufficient from Mr Forbes to give up any idea of looking to ling- 
land/ June 1st, L. to Gillespie, Id., i. 87-9- June 1st, L. to sec. state. 
Id.j ii. 56S. The same ideaisclearlye^pressedinall tbeae letters. Steams 
had written on the 14th of May that he knew positively that English agents 
were at work; and Jj. bad been somewhat alarmed at the news until ho had 
talked with Forbes and Spence, McKay, EecoU&iUonSt MS,, 4, arriving at 
S. F. in March, says he foond the air thick with rumors 00 account of Fn^- 
mont's operations. The Englishmen there seemed to take sides with the 
Americans, though they blamed the English goyt for not taking prompt 
action to secure the country for the British crown. 



FOEEES AND SPENCE, 71 

of these statements of Forbes and Spence; but it is 
well to note that evidence against them is exceedingly 
slight, and that Larkin, the man best qualified and 
most interested to leam the truth, as "well as the one 
who had in former years been most auspicious of 
EngHsh interference, was inclined to credit those 
statements. 

In May Larkin appointed Abel Stearns his confi- 
dential agent for Los Angeles and southern Cahfor- 
nia, implying, though not stating clearly, the nature 
of his own relations to the administration at Washing- 
ton.^^ At the end of the month he wrote to Fremont, 
and said in answer to the latter's offers to be of ser- 
vice to him at Washington: "I have neither demands 
nor favors to ask of our government, nor 'odds/ to use 
a western expression. What time may require, time 
must bring to light. You are aware that great 
changes are about to take place in a country we are 
both acquainted with; to aid this I am giving up busi- 
ness, holding myself in readiness for the times tp 
come, and the results; thus drawing myself into the 
political vortex. This in time may bring my name 
too prominently forward, so that I may dc assailed. 
Should this ever happen, you may render me service,"^ 
The same sentiments respecting the country's pros- 
pects are expressed to Buchanan in a letter of June 
1st, in which Larkin suggests that he would be will- 
's May 23, 18i6, L. to S. LarUn's Og. Corrtsp,, MS., L fi4. The foUow- 
ing paragraph illustrates one trait of the writer^s character; * You are aware 
I have been for some time in public employ without any pecuniary remuner- 
ation, and therefore cannot offer you any. I can only eay the offer cannot he 
of much trouble or expense to an active and energetic man like yourself, who 
would find a pleaeuro in. what others would call laborious busineas. I cannot 
even promise you that my offer holds out any future inducement to you or 
your interests, but I bfiiete that both may be advanced at some future day 
uot far distant. Therefore the end may justify the meana, at least in the re- 
sult. You must only look for recompense at present in an extended knowl- 
edge of affairs.' Nowiing of Larkin's $6 per dayl L. also wrote in these 
times letters for the ^V, J, fferald and Surtj as appears frem corresp. with 
Bennett and Beacli in J^i/Va Doc^, MS.,iv. 124, 129. These editors valued 
the letters highly, and offered pay, but L, would accept nothing, unieaa possibly 
protection in case of future slanders. 

^May 31, 1846, L. to F., in Larkin's Off. Corresp., MS,, i. 6Q. 
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mg to undertake a secret diplomatic mission to Mexi- 
co on the pretext of collecting sums due him personally ; 
and also suggests that be has at Washington a relative, 
Ebeu L. Childs, who might be utilized as special mes- 
senger to CaUfornia, or who might be employed to 
write secret despatches without signature, as his hand- 
writing was known to Larkin.^' This idea arose from 
the delay of the important despatch of October 17, 
1845, of which Larkin had as yet received only a copy 
written from memory of the duplicate intrusted to 
Gillespie. The original arrived; however, before the 
15th, on which date Larkin renewed his thanks for 
the honor, describing his zealous eiforts in the past, 
urging the necessity of an increased salary, and for- 
warding carefully prepared sketches of California, its 
condition, institutions, and people,^ About this time 
he obtained from General Castro, in an interview, a 
general assent to his political scheme, in the form of a 
written plan of a movement of indepeadence to be 
undertaken as soon as the number of foreign settlers 
should be deemed sufficient to insure success.^ 

''June L 1846, L. to aec. afcate, Larkin*a Off. Oorreap., MS., ii. 56-8. 
June lat, receipt of Narcieo Botiiler for $40 from L. for carrying a mail from 
Sta Clam to Monterey, Monterey, Conirdate Arch,, MS., ii. 15. Phelps. 
Fore and Afi, 283-^, telia na that being at Loa Angela early in June^ when 
despatchea arrived aimouiicing that wai' woald aoon be declared, he waaaa- 
flured by Pico that in spite of orders from Mexico, American trading vessels 
oil the coast should not be molcated, 

'^June I5th, L. to aec. state. Larkin'e Of. Correap., M3., ii. 63-4; 94-116. 
The sketches sent I quote elsewhere as Larhin'^ Description of California; 
and Id,, Notes on the Personal ChEvracter of CctUfornians. In the former he 
Btatas that in a popular cause, Pico and Castro could bring into the field 300 
or IfOOO men to serve without pay for a month or more; to aid Mexico in ex- 

Selling foreigners they coald raise jjerhaps 300 or 400. There is continual 
read of a Mexican general coming with an army to depose the present rulers. 
Many in office are conviiiced that a * favorable change would bo enhance the 
value of their lauilsas to render salary a aecondary consideration. Oulysuch 
as thrive by absence of law can prosper in the present state of things. It 
would be well to pension off or give ainecarea to men of inflnenco and posi- 
tion, as they would then quietly draw others with them. June 17th, Forbes 
writes to BandZui th&t the r/iiontfct la expected to bring news of war. Bandini. 
Doc, MS., 74. June 19th, Pico tella Baudini that the English corvetfce 
hrought news of war, but he knows nothing officially. Id,, 76. 

On allusions more or teas accurate to the effotta and hopes of Larkin and 
others, see Dunlar^s Bomance, 30-1; Pacheco, Ctmtra Ooeta QaixUe, Dec. 21, 
1867; W^ky'A ThiHy Yeare, 13; Hyde's Statement, MS., ^7; Torres, Peripe- 
das, MS., 49; P»jUo, Apunt, UB., 104; Leeae'e Bear Ftag Jfem., M3., 9; 
Sanchez, N^otas, MS^ 21-2. 

** Larkin to sec. state, July 10th. Ojf. Con-esp., MS,, ii. 77. 
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I 

From a careful study of the correspondence and 
other evidence cited in this and the two preceding 
chapters, I reach the following conclusions respecting 
the condition of Californian affairs in the early weeks 
of June 1846; All classes of the inhabitants realized 
that a political change was imminent. There was 
little hope that Mexico would or could afford protec- 
tion or relief by sending money and an army; nor was 
it expected that without such aid the country could 
much longer maintain its status as a Mexican depend- 
ency. The anticipated change must naturally be 
either a declaration of absolute independence, or an- 
nexation in some form to a foreign power. The United 
States or England might get the country either by 
conquest, purchase from Mexico, or voluntary action 
of the CaliforQians. There were prominent men among 
the natives disposed to favor each of the schemes pro- 
posed, though not yet openly or actively; while their 
parties were not clearly defined, the masses being for 
the most apathetic and indifferent. Notwithstanding 
the strong prejudice against Mexico, affinities of race, 
language, religion, and association were still potent in 
favor of loyalty; yet on the other hand many were 
beginning to speculate on the prospective Increase in 
the value of their lands under a new regime. With 
personal interests in conflict with the old prejudices, 
the ultimate issue was wellnigh certain. The chief 
authorities, political and military, while protesting 
their loyalty to Mexico and their determination to 
resist foreign invasion^ were in reality lukewarm in 
this respect, being thoroughly in earnest only in their 
opposition to each other. In their minds the contro- 
versy between Pico and Castro outweighed all ques- 
tions of national allegiance, and was second only to 
personal and ambitious interests. Any foreign nation 
taking a decided stand could have obtained the cooper- 
ation of either Don Pio or Don Jos^, if not of both. 
Had it been practicable to bring the question of the 
political future to a voting test among representative 
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men, loyalty to Mexico would have tetoporarily won 
the day, mainly through the inabihty of other factious 
to combine their forces- 
While not yet sufficiently numerous or zealous to 
effect au immediate change in their own favor against 
all the others, the American party was beyond all 
comparison the strongest. It really included the in- 
dependents, since a declaration of independence was 
in certain contingencies quite as favorable to the 
United States as an appeal for annexation. Ameri- 
cans were more numerous, and collectively more in- 
fluential, than foreign residents of any European 
nation. A large increase of immigration was expected 
in the early future. The Californians were republi- 
cans, with but little sympathy for monarchical insti- 
tutions. Not only was the American party aided by 
delay and by the general tendency of events, but 
more active agents were at work. Larkin, as a secret 
confidential agent of the administration at Washing- 
ton, was working zealously to advance the cause. He 
was authorized not only to conciliate the favor of 
leading Californians, and to urge the advantages of 
annexation, but also to promise welcome to a new 
'sister republic/ and, what was still more effective, to 
state that his government would use force to prevent 
European interference. He was confident, as were 
other leading Americans, and not without good rea- 
sons, that he was making rapid progress, notwithstand- 
ing the drawbacks occasioned by Fremont's blunders. 
It was believed that in the event of war California 
might be occupied without any serious opposition 
from the people; and that if there was no war, the 
Californians would soon by declaring their independ- 
ence start voluntarily on the way to ultimate annexa- 
tiom The imminence of war was in itself, of course, 
a favorable circumstance, as it could hardly fail to 
result in an American occupation, not likely to be 
merely temporary. 

The only obstacle that could seriously Impede the 
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progress of American plans was armed interference by 
a European power. This was understood in Califor- 
nia, and there were a few leading men, including Pico, 
who were in favor of an appeal for protection to Eng- 
land. These men and their followera were influenced 
not so much by a preference for a European system 
of government as by their personal ambitions, their 
friendships for resident Englishmen, and their quar- 
rels with individual Americans, They knew that Eng- 
lish holders of Mexican bonds, as well as English 
travellers, had recommended the acquisition by their 
government of CaUfornian territory. They were en- 
cour^ed in their ideas of a British protectorate by 
British residents; and they adopted the current Amer- 
ican idea that England had set her heart upon acquir- 
ing the country. There is no evidence that they re- 
ceived any official encouragement from the British 
government or its agents, and no proof that Forbes 
and Spence were intriguing with Pico in favor of an 
appeal to England. Pico and his friends had a right 
to entertain their preference, which was by no means 
a criminal or unreasonable one, as it lias been the 
fashion among excessively American writers to imply; 
but as a matter of fact, they were never very deeply 
in earnest, never had much strength as a party; and 
the popular idea that they were likely to control the 
destinies of California has been an absurd exagger- 
ation. So far as negotiations or intrigues in the 
country were concerned, the scheme of European in- 
terference was a most shadowy myth. The only 
danger to be apprehended by the United States was 
that England would obtain a cession of California from 
Mexico, and would attempt a forcible occupation, se- 
curing the governor's cooperation as a pretext of pop- 
ular approval- This danger was also a slight one; 
but I shall have occasion to speak again of it. 

Finally^ we have found no disposition on the part 
of Californian officials or the Californian people to mo- 
lest foreign residents, Pico and Castro, in accordance 
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with their routine duty as Mexican officials, talked of 
resisting invasion, and even of preventing the entry 
of the thousands of immigrants expected over the 
mountains in the autumn; but they had no thought 
and made no threats of expelling those in the country. 
Americans were treated quite as well as Englishmen 
or other foreigners. The immigrants of 1845 were 
not even notified to leave the country, as they had 
promised to do if required. The popular prejudice 
against foreigners, fomented by personal intercourse 
Avith individuals, and still more by reports from Mex- 
ican sources of what had been done in Texas, was nat- 
urally stronger against Americana than others; but 
considering the imminence of war and other unfavor- 
able circumstances, the tx^leration and kindness mani- 
fested were remarkable, and in themselves afforded 
evidence that Larkin's hopes of success in his concili- 
atory policy were not without foundation. 
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r 

Ending. 

The condition of affiiirs being as described in the 
preceding chapter, there broke out in June a revolt of 
American settlers in the Sacrainento and Napa valleys, 
who with the support' of Fremont's men seized the town 
of Sonoma, captured several leading Califoruians, and 
proclaimed the country independent- The action was 
startling to all but participants. It was so unexpected, 
90 utterly inconsistent with the policy by which agents 
of the United States believed themselves to be mak- 
ing progress toward voluntary annexation; the time 
was so strangely chosen, when news of war, involving 
a legitimate military occupation, was expected from 
day to day; and indeed, the affair was apparently so 
ill-timed, ill-advised, and extraordinary in all its phases, 
that it becomes necessary to study the motives that 
led to the outbreak before proceeding to narrate in 
detail its stirring scenes. 
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I begin with the alleged motives, which were by 
no means mysterious or complicated, and to illustrate 
which I introduce in the appended note a somewhat 
extended list of quotations.' Long as it is, the list 

' In History of tJte Bear Flag Revolt, by a CojnmilUe of OUizentf, published in 
1847, w*i read: * Tho American and other foreign portion of the people of Up- 
per California learned in May 1846 that the govt had determmed upon theii: 
ejtpulaion from tho country, and were making preparationa to Helze or kill all 
foreigners, and send such as should be made prisoners to the city of Mexico, 
A large body of horses were collected, and eomo 500 or 600 men were ordered 
under arms by Gen. Oaatro for that purpose- Information was received by Mr 
W, B. Ide on June 8th, brought by an Indian runner, that 200 mounted Mcxi- 
cajis were on their march up ftie Sacramento Biver, with the design of destroy- 
ing the crops, burning the houses, and driving off cattle belonging to the for- 
eigners.' Ide proceeded to warn and organize the settlers, but * it T-vaa quite 
apparent that further &nd more decisiv© action was necessary to seciire the 
lives and property of the immigrants; and it was determined to seize the fort 
of Sonoma/ Wm B. Ide was probably the writer of the preceding. In Ide's 
Biog, Sketchj 48, Mrs Healy (Miss Ide) says; *Wo hadnot been there long [on 
Belden's rancho in April] before a young man, Mr L. E. FDrd, uame to tell father 
that Gen. Don Ca.stro was on his way to drive all Americans from the countiy, ' 
On p. 51-2 we read: * Soon after hie arrival he was confronted with tho solu- 
tion of an important problem regarding the rights and privileges of Limaelf 
and Eiis fellow -emigrants. , .He supposed he had oonf ormed to all the legal con- 
ditions entitling him to all the privileges, etc., of a cltizen(!). . .The questiou 
was, whether he should be forcibly ejected from his bumble alxxle and driven 
back to the states, or whether bo would unite with his fellow-em igranla in re- 
fisting the threatened war of extermination as put forth in a proclamation of 
the then reputed governor of the country. . .He had seen the proclamation of 
Gen. Don Castro warning the emigrants to leave the country or they would 
be driven into the mountains or made prisoners, or be shot in case of re- 
sistance.' p. C2, Tho * inhuman and arbitrary exaction *of taxes from foreign- 
ers is mentioned on p. 90. In his remarkable letter toflenator Wambough^ 
which fills a laj-ge part of the volome, regretfully omitting Ide's ingenious ar- 
guments, we read, p. 100: ' Imagine the disappointment of those brave men 
who bad conquered the difficulties of the pathless Sierra, etc when by the in- 
tervention of a self- constituted government, heated to madness by jealousy, 
excited by designing emi-^saries, we were forbidden the usual hospitalities of 
the country and ordered to retuml' On p. 103-9, after a sharp blow at Lar- 
kin and PV^imont, Ide writes: ^Immediately after [about the first of April], 
Gen. Jos^ Castro, naturally humane and generous, caused to bo issued and 
posted up at Sonoma and various other places a proclamation ordering 'all 
foreigners whose residence in the coantry was less than one year to leave tho 
country and theirpropertyandbeastsof burden, on pain of death.' This dan- 
ger was temporarily averted in a way not clearly described, though a large 
party was frightened away to Oregonj when Gillespie came and went after 
Fremont. When Fremont came he Boon circulated the following: * Notice is 
hereby given that a Urge body of armed Spaniards on horseback^ amounting 
to 250 men, have been seen on their way to tJie Sacramento Valley, destroy- 
ing the crops, bufii^ng the houses, aod driving off the cattle. Capt. Fremont 
invites every freeman in the valley to come to nis camp at the Bnttes immedi- 
ately.' The letter to Wambough is repeated in Ide^s Who Coitquered CalJ 

The foUowing statements are from men who took part in the revolution, 
or at least were in Cal. at the time. Henry L. Ford, Bear Fiaif Jtevoluiioji, 
MS., 3, tells us that a meeting of Mexican officers at Sonoma * resulted in 
Gen. Castro issuii^ his edict for all Americans to leave the country.' Wm 
Hargrave, CaL in 46, MS., S, says the hostility of tho natives was very bit- 
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might be made longer, even if restricted to original 
authorities; and it might be extended almost without 
limit if made to include accounts of later writers in 



ter, and fortignera became convinced that in bold action lay the only proS' 
pect of safety. According to Benj, Bewell, in Napa Reporter^ Oct, 12, 1872, 
*the Spaniarda became very troublesome in the spring.' Jamea Gregson, 
BtatemeMf MS-, 3» has it that Sntter received a proclamation ordering all 
Americana to quit the country^ which he read to the settlers, asking them to 
stand by him. Marshall, Sta^,p/me7d, MS- , 1, saya one cause of the alarm waa 
the knowledge that Caatro wanted to purchase New Helvetia. Belilen Bays 
there waa aome talk of preventing further immigration^ and even of getting 
rid of those already in the country. Hist, mcdefiejii, MS., 44-5. Semple, 
Hesperiant iii. 387-^, says that daring the winter Castro issued several proc- 
laniatiouB, to the efiect that all foreigners not naturalized must leave the 
country; but the people remained quiet, believing that the order could not 
be enforced; and paid but little attention to an order read at Sonoma for all 
Americans to depart forthwith; but were finally alarmed byCastro'a mili- 
tary preparations — really against Pico, 

In the Monterty CalifoTmajij Sept. 5, 1846, we read: *Each man having 
felt the oppression of the then existing govt, and the certainty of an increase 
of those oppressiona, with a clear sense of their danger, their rights, and 
their duty, they rushed to the rescue with one tmpnlse and one object. The 
watchword was e^ual rights and equal iiiws, and they nobly sustained their 
principles/ And in the same jonmalof May 23, 1847: 'Intlua state of things 
Gen. Castro issued one proclamation after another, ordering foreigners to leave 
the country; but the pwple, knowing the character of Oaatro, remained quiet 
until the time was ripe for action. ' 

Fremont, in a letter of July 25, 1846, to Benton, writea i *I had scarcely 
reached the Lower Sacramento when 0^. Castro, then in the north at So- 
noma, declared his determination immediately to proceed against the for- 
eignera settled in the coxmtry, for whose expulsion an order had just been 
issued by the |fov. of the Califomias. For these purposes Castro immedi- 
ately assembled a force at the mission of Santa Clara. . , Castro's ^rst measure 
was an attempt to incite the Indian x>opu]ation of the Joaquin and Sacramen- 
to valleySj and the neighboring mountaina, to bum the cropa of the foreigners, 
and otherwise proceed immediately against them.^ In his testimony in 1847 
Frtoontaays: 'Information was received that Gen. Castro was then raising 
forces and exciting the Indiana both against the settlers and my party, upon 
the unfounded pretext of an intended insurrection by them against the Mexi- 
can govt inCwifomia.- The movement •was one of self-defence.' Fr6jtio7it''r! 
Col. VlaAms, 12-13. Gillespie testifies: 'So soon as it became known to the 
settlers tliat Capt- Fremont had returned, they came to the camp, bringing 
us the information that the Indians were leaving their rancherias, or wigwams, 
and fiying to the mountains. In some places they had shown a very hostile 
feebng, and certainly bad been aroused by some foreign emiesiary , . , On the 
30th 1 was informed by Capt. Sutter tha-t it was positiveW true that Gen. 
Castro had excited the Indians to a revolt and to join the Caliiornians in ex- 
terminating the settlers; that the Indians had been bribed to bum the wheat 
then nearly dry; and that it was Geu. Castro's intention to attack and cutoif 
Capt. Fremont's party if he possibly could ... On June 7th I learned (at S, F, ) 
that Castro had gone to Sonoma to hold a council with the Vallejos and to 
procure horses to commence his operations, which he endeavored to disguise 
under the rumor of making aji attack upon the gov., Don Ho Pico, who had 
disapproved of Castro^s want of good faith in making his first attack upon 
Capt. Fremont in March* (1). May 23th, 'a courier was received from Capt. 
Sutter, informing Capt. Fremont and myself that '*two Spaniards had been 
sent by Gen. Castro amongst the different tribes of Indians^ and that this was 
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books and newspapers, who have generally accepted 
without question the testimony of the contemporary 
witnesses. The testimony is clear and to the point. 
It is to the effect that the revolt was purely a 
movement of self-defence on the part of the Ameri- 
can settlers; that General Castro had published a se- 
ries of proclamations ordering all Americans not nat- 
uralized to quit the country before a specified date, 
under penalty of being forcibly expelled; that he had 
collected a large military force with which to enforce 
his orders; that he had started to attack the settlers, 
having meanwhile instigated the Indians to destroy 
the Americans' crops; and that the settlers had sim- 
ply to choose whether they would fight in defence of 
their homes and families, or, abandoning their prop- 
erty, flee to almost certain destruction in the moun- 

the cause of their flying to th^ moantaiius, they having been excited againat 
the settlers."^ 'An. IntOau bad been taken prisoner who h^ received a mns- 
bct from Gen. Castro for the expreHs purpose of killing Capt. Sutter *{!). Id., 
25-(>, 29. Samuel Hensley teatifiea : * I returned to Sutter's a few days after 
seeing Vallejo,' who had told Jiim of the English scheme. ^Capt. Sutter in- 
formed me that there was great excitement among the Indiana; that he had 
j^eot for the Seguamrae chief who had recently been among the Caliioruiau 
settlements ... On hia arrival Sutter esamined him as alcalde. The chief 
stated that he had seen Castro, and that Cafltro had made him great promises 
on condition that he would excite Indians to hnm alt the wheat crops of the 
American emigrants, as he intended to drive all the Americans out of the 
conntry in a short time,* Then Henslej went to Fremont's camp to report and 
to give it ' as my opinion that American residents would have to leave the 
country or tight for their homes; at the same time saying I was Burc we 
would not lea^e the country.' /d,, 33-4. Richard Owens said: 'We found 
the people expecting an attack from the Califomiana . . . The report was, and 
it was generally bebeved, that Castro had instigated the Indians to rise and 
burn the crops of the settlers. Proclamations had been eent oat ordering tlje 
Americana to quit the coimtry or they would be driven out by a certain time. 
It was known that troops had been collected at Sta Glaraj and that Gen. 
Castro had come into Sonotoa for the purpose of raising a body of Spaniards 
and Indiana to come out against the emigrants and Capt. Fr^mont'sparty. ^ 
Id., 38- Wm N. Loker eaid^ beflidoa confirming the statements of Hensley 
aaid Owens: * Just before his [Fr^mont^s] return there waa a meeting of the 
principal men at Monterey. They then thought it advisable to order all for- 
eigners to leave the country, and published a bando to that eSeot, . .Women 
and children were included ia the banishment. . .The bando waa translated, 
and sent up the valley; and I put one of them up at Sutter's Fort.' Id., 30- 
4G, June 1, 1846, Sutter wrote to Vallejo that the Moqnelumnea had risen, 
and he was about to march against them bofore they could set fire to hia 
wheat, as they had been adviaed to do by persons at S. Jos^, and before 
Eusebio could kill him with a gun which the same persona had given him for 
that purpose, FallejOt Doc.^ MS., xii. 220. In his Dictr^, p. 7, Satter also 
tells the story of Casii^'s inciting the Indians against him^ and he deacnbea- 
the camp^gn against them which began Jnne 3(L 
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tains and deserts of the overland route. Driven, 
however, to fight for self-protection, it is not denied 
that they took a certain patriotic pride in conquering 
new territory for freedom, in opening new fielda for 
Anglo-Saxon enterprise, in overthrowing an inefficient 
and antiquated system, and in rescuing even their 
oppressors from Mexican tyranny 1 It is a grand and 
thrilHng picture, and one that has been more than once 
brilliantly portrayed — that of a little band of heroic 
men who deBed the power of a nation, and resolved 
to die rather than be driven like dogs from the homes 
to which they had been invited, and to secure which 
they had crossed a continent! What a pity to go be- 
hind the scenes and expose the stage effect 1 

As is well known to the reader, the revolting set- 
tlers were men who had been hospitably received in a 
land which they had entered in defiance of its laws. 
The political and military authorities had given their 
xiational superiors just cause of offence by their toler- 
ation of the strangers in spite of positive orders. 
They had not threatened or oppressed Americans, 
notwithstanding the imminence of war and their pe- 
culiar position* General Castro did not issue the 
proclamations imputed to him; did not order the set- 
tlers to quit the country; did not organize an army 
with which to attack them; and did not instigate 
savages to destroy their crops. That he could have 
done any of these things without its reaching the 
knowledge of anybody south of San Francisco Bay 
is improbable; but such acts would also have been in 
direct opposition to the spirit shown iuall correspond- 
ence of the time. The Americans of the Sacramento 
had nothing to fear from the Californlans ; and this 
must have been almost as well known to the leading 
spirits of the revolt as to us. The alleged motives, 
so far at least as the leaders were concerned, were as- 
suredly not the real ones. They were but pretexts 
of designing men, used at the time to secure unanim- 
ity of action, and after succeiss to justify that action. 

Hist. Cja,, Vol. V. G 
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I am disposed to think, though I cannot prove it, 
that certain men went so far as to circulate forged 
translations of edicts purporting to emanate from 
Castro. 

For it cannot be doubted that rumors of impend- 
ing hostility and expulsion were current in the north- 
ern valleys, or that they were credited by many, even 
of those who required no such incentive to revolt. 
There were many who did require such an incen- 
tive. I do not attempt to name them. Let it be 
hoped they constituted a majority of all. They had 
been but few years in the country; were fitted by 
education to believe anything that was bad respecting 
a man who had Spanish blood In his veins; did not 
approve the Mexican methods of life or government; 
could hardly understand the justice of requiring of a 
free American citizen any formalities of passports or 
naturalization; and they were firm believers in the des- 
tiny of their nation to possess this western land* But 
at the same time these men were lovers of peace and 
law. They had a dim perception of the right of a 
people, even Mexicans, to govern their own country in 
their own way; and only by fear of actual oppression, 
and as a measure of self-defence, could they be in- 
duced to engage in a filibustering scheme involving 
the shedding of blood, especially if the objects de- 
sired were likely to be accomplished legitimately by a 
little delay. 

The support of these men was essential to success, 
and the circumstances were all favorable for the rev- 
olutionists. The American settlers of the northern 
frontier formed an isolated community, coming but 
rarely and indirectly into contact with the natives, 
and knowing but little of what was actually occurring 
south of the bay. News was eagerly sought, and 
the wildest rumors found ready listeners, Larkin's 
efforts and prospects were naturally but vaguely 
known, if at all, to the majority. Long delay in the 
declaration of war by Mexico had caused fears on the 
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part of some that there would be no war, and that 
for a long time no aid was to be expected from the 
naval forces of the United States. The troubles of 
March between Castro and Fremont were known in 
the north mainly through false reports of the latter 
and his men; and it was widely believed that Castro 
had arbitrarily and treacherously driven Fremont out 
of the country after having promised hospitality- 
Castro was known to be organizing a military force 
at Santa Clara, This organization^ with Castro's an- 
nouncements as a Mexican officer of a determination 
to defend CaJifornia against the expected invasion in 
case of war— an invasion with which he naturally and 
with much real alarm connected Fremont's return 
from Oregon at the bidding of an official messenger 
from Washington — as intrepreted in the norths was 
readily confounded with hostile preparations against 
the settlers. That Castro in reality feared Pico and 
his southern allies much more than he did the Amer- 
icans was not generally understood by the immi- 
grants; and some of the revolutionists had the assur- 
ance even to attribute Pico's hostility to his disapproval 
of Castro's opposition to Fremont and to the foreign- 
ers! Finally, just at the most opportune moment for 
the plans of the filibusters, Castro sent a party of 
armed men, as will be narrated presently, to bring a 
large number of horses from the north; and this 
movement was fully utilized to remove any lingering 
doubts that yet remained as to the necessity of 
defensive aggression. That the revolution was to 
prevent English occupation of the country, and es- 
pecially to prevent the success of the McNamara 
colonization scheme, was entirely an invention of 
later times; but the tenure of lands was a subject oji 
which the settlers were very sensitive, and there arc 
some indications that among the current rumors were 
some to the effect that the Californian authorities 
were making hurried grants of all public lands in 
anticipation of a political change- 
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Eliminating that element which engaged in the 
revolt honestly as a measure of self-defence, whose 
fears of danger to life and property though unfounded 
were to some extent real, we shall find among the 
remaining filibusters, including most of the leaders 
and many of the followers, some diversity of motive. 
There was a class— among the overland immigrants, 
deserters from vessels who had come up to New 
Helvetia from the bay^ and Fremont's men — -com- 
posed of adventurers pure and simple. Reckless, 
daring, and unprincipled men, with nothing to lose, 
they were eager for a fight with the Californians, 
partly for the mere excitement of the thing, just as 
they were always ready for a fight with the Indians. 
In the turmoil of a revolution, something might occur 
to their advantage ; at least, they could gratify certain 
personal dislikes; and especially did, they have an eyo 
on the herds of the native rancheros. Of another 
stamp were political adventurers, whose reward was 
to be, not plunder in the vulgar sense, but glory and 
office and wealth, under a reformed poUtlcal system. 
Some were enthusiastic Americans, who believed in 
the manifest destiny of their nation to possess this 
land, and had no doubt of their right to raise the stars 
and stripes anywhere in America, without regard to 
the wishes of the natives. They looked upon the 
Californians as an inferior people, who must be taught 
by force the beauties of freedom, and who had no 
right to resist what they chose to regard as their own 
superior civilization. They regarded independence 
as but a step to annexation, and they were proud to 
aid such a cause, even in a struggle which should 
involve the shedding of blood, and utter disregard of 
national, departmental, or individual rights. Some 
of the leaders looked forward to official prominence 
in an independent Califomian republic; others looked 
further, to the contracting of debts, the Issuance of 
bonds, and to future profitable negotiations with the 
United States; while still others looked upon the 
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movement as but the beginning of war in favor of the 
United States, from the government and people of 
which nation they expected great honor, and in whicli 
war they hoped to secure a more prominent position 
than if they waited for the naval forces to begin 
hostilities. They were all mere filibusters, and were 
entitled to none of the sympathy or honor which the 
Avorld accords to revolutionists who struggle against 
oppression. 

The revolution broke out soon after Fremont's re- 
turn from Oregon; and it would not have broken out 
at all had it not been for the presence and cooperation 
of that ofBcer and his hardy followers. Consequently 
his movements and motives have great interest in this 
connection; and they have been the subject of much 
speculation and comment in later years. An impres- 
sion has been prevalent that Fremont engaged in the 
revolt by reason of secret instructions from the United 
States, conveyed to him by Gillespie either in writing 
or verbally, or indirectly through private letters from 
Senator Benton, Fremont has never stated that he 
received such instructions: having of course no right 
to do so even if it we^-c true. On the contrary, he 
has often denied it more or loss directly. But in his 
testimony and that of Gillespie in 1847-8 room was 
left, designedly I think, for an inference that they 
could say more if at liberty to do so; and the spirit of 
this testimony, given at a time when it was sought to 
legalize against the United States certain claims for 
supplies taken by Frdmont's men, together with the 
secrecy observed by the government respecting the 
written instructions to Gillespie, Larkin, and Fremont, 
originated, as I suppose, the current theory to which I 
have alluded, but which, for reasons that will present- 
ly appear, I regard as without foundation in fact.^ 

^Fremont testified that Gilleapie 'brought me a letter ol intradactioa from 
the sec. of state and letters and papers from Sen, Bectonand hia family. 
The letter from thn sec. was directed to me in my private or citizen capacity^ 
and though importing nothing beyond the introduction, accredited the bcaroi' 
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The story of Fremont's return from Oregon has 
been told in an earlier chapter. The reasons that he 
gave for that return were the dangers of further ad- 
vance northward, arising from the depth of snow, lack 
of supplies, and hostility of the Indians— and the na- 
ture of the communications received from Gillespie. 

to mo as coming from the sec. of state, and, in connection mth the circuin* 
stances and place of its delivery, indicated & purpoae in sending it which was 
intelligibly explained to mo by the accompanying letter from Sen. Benton, 
and by communications from Lient Gillespie. This officer infonned me that 
he had been directed by the sec- of st&te to hnd me^ nnd to ^icquaint me with 
his instructions^ which had for their principal objects to ascertain the dispo- 
sition of the Cfllifomia people, to conciliate their feelings in favor of the U. 
3., and to £nd out, with a design of coTmteracting^ the designs of the British 
govt upon that conntry.' Fremont'^ Col. Claims, 12. And again, iaF'^moKt'.'i 
Oouxt'Tnajrtiul, 373: *One of the Icttera from him [Benton]» while apparently 
of mere ^iendehip and family details, contained passages enigmatical and ob- 
scure, but which I studied out, and made the meaning to be that I was re- 
quired by the govt to tiad ont any foreign schemes in relation to the Cal. and 
to counteract them.* Gillespie said hia instructions were *to watch over the 
interests of the U. ^. in Cal., and to counteract the influence of any foreign or 
European a^nts who might be in that country with objects prejudicial io the 
U. 3. I was the bearer of the duplica.te af a despatch to the U. 3- consul at 
Monterey, T, 0, Larkin» Esq., as also a packet for J. C. Frtoont, Esq,, and 

a letter of mtnxluction to the latter gentleman from the Hon. James Buchau- 

an; the former I destroyed before entering the port of Vera Cruz, havin;^ 
committed it to memory. The packet and letter of iutiroduction I deliveroci 
to Capt. Fr^ont upon the 9th of Ma^, in the mountains of Oregon , . . I was 
liirected to confer with and make known to bim my instructions. It was de- 
sirable that we should act in concert, and great vigilance and activity was ex- 
pected of both, . .1 made him acquaiuteil with the wishes of the govt, which 
were the same as stated above for my own guidance, . .In answer to the first 
inquiry of the honorable committee, * ' "Were you charged with any verbal in - 
Btructions or communications?" etc,, I have to state that I was directed hy 
Mr Buchanan to confer with CoZ, Fremont, and make known to him my owu 
inatmctions, . .1 was also directed to show to Col. Fremont thu duplicate of the 
despatch to Mr Larkin. In answer to the 2d iuqniry, '*You mive said that 
you communicated the wiahes of the govt to Col. Fr^raontj state pMl;icnlarJy 
what you did conununicate to hijn as the wishes of the govt,'* I beg leave to 
state that the answer above contains, u^ noar as I can recoUect, what I com- 
municated to Coh Fremont; telling him at the same time that itwas thewi^h 
of the govt that we should conciliate the feeUngs of the people of Cal,, and 
encourage a friendship towards the U. S/ /rf., 30-3. 

That the testimony cited was regarded at the time as evasive and incom- 
pleto, is shown by the following quotations from the report of the house com- 
mittee in Aug. 1848, denying the validity of all clainis contracted before the 
U. S» flag was raised^ on the ground that Frdmont and the rest acted without 
any known authority from the U. S: 'What the purpose was in sending an 
officer of the U. S. in search of Col. Frtoont, with a simple letter of intro- 
duction, '*which was intelligibly esplained by the accompanying letter of fien, 
Benton," is left to conjecture^ except eo far as is disclosed by the language of 
Coh Fremont as quoted; but the effect was to turn Col. Fr^ont with the 
men under his command from their e:cploring espedition to Oregon back into 
Cal., where they at once '* joined the settlers" (or the settlers joined them), 
and engaged in a revolntioniu^ movement against the authoritiea of Cat- . . 
Up to this time there was and could have been no knowledge in Cal. of the 
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These communications, as both officers stated, required 
them "to ascertain the disposition of the Californian 
people, to conciliate their feelings in favor of the 
United States, and to find out, with a design of coun- 
teracting, the designs of the British government upon 
that country." These reasons, even if the former was 

existence of wu: between Mexico and tlie U. 8. Whether the pmiioBe of the 
bee. of state, acting aa it muat be supposed under the direction of the presi- 
dent, and BO "intelligibly explained by the letter of Sen, Benton, was de- 
veloped hy the cbuduct of CoU Fremont consequent therefrom, mast he en- 
tirely a matter of surmiae until that '^intelligible ezplaDation" jshall have 
been presented to the public; but it is veiy manifest that much yet remaiDB 
to be told of this as yet dark and mystenons proceeding.^ Thus the opera- 
tions were 'undertaken either upon individual responsibility and wi^ont 
the authority of the govt or any of its departments, or ftuch authority being 
given» it is not only not disclosed, but etudioualy withheld from the public 
eye-* FrimonfB CaL Claims (House Eept no» 817), 1-5. i do not refer here 
to all the govt reports on the Oal. claims, and on Frt^ont's court-martial, 
though all of them contain more or less repetition of the teatimony and oom- 
ments cited. 

Senator Clark, in hia speech of -April 2o, 1848, Clark's Speech on CaL 
CknmSt p. 3-14; also in Cong. Globe, 30th cong. 1st sess., iippen-f p* 569; Bee 
also, in id. , speeches of other senators on the subject — mEwfe a stong argu- 
ment for the payment of the claimB, on the gronnd that the U- S. govt bad 
iindouhtedly instructed Fremont through Gillespio to B^t as he did, thon^ 
th-i speaker by no means approved the policy of the govt, 'Whilst the U. 3. 
were professing to be governed by a spirit of justice and love of peace upon 
the eastern border of Sesieo, different indeed was her course in re^d to 
those states in the west, as shown by the mission of Gilleapie early m Nov, 
1845, with secret instmctions to the consul in Oal., and to call from scien- 
tific pursuits an of&cer to foment rebellion and aid in revolutionizing the 
govt.* 

Jay, Mexican War, 151>-4, takes a similar view, and after citing the evi* 
dence, remarks: *It is impossible to resist the conviction that Fremont was 
given to understand, but in a way not to compromit the govt, that the abati- 
donment of the exploration in Oregon for the purpose of exciting and aiding 
an insurrection in Cal. would not expose him to censure.* Edmnnd Ran- 
dolph, in his Oration, says: ' But resentment and anticipation of evil were 
not the Hole cause of this movement. There cannot now be a doubt that it 
was prompted, as it was approved, by the govt of the U. S, ; and that Capt, 
Fremont obeyed hia orders no less than his own feelings . . . What Fremont's 
instructdona were is a well kept cabinet secret, which will probably not be di- 
vulged, at leaflt in our time.' Dvnndle'a Address, 1866, p. 19-20. 'There is 
reason to believe that he was instructed to feel the geographical pulse of the 
natives as well as the mountain pasHeB.' Wise^sLoBOringoSjA\. *Therewere 
Bome espressions in a letter from Col. Benton that the old senator's son-in-law 
studied with extraordinary diligence. No doubt the oral communication b of 
Gillespie helped to draw from them a deeper si^ificance than tho words con 
veyea on the first reading. - .Fremont determined to become the pursuer 
rather than the pursued, to turn upon the faithless foo, and revolutionize the 
^ovt. This would have been a hazardous course, . . .unless, either in hissecret 
instructions before starting or in tho advicea conveyed by Lieut Gillespie, he 
was assured that a aucceasful indiscretion of tljis sort would be acceptable to 
his govt. As to the precise plan he adopted, there is no doubt that he con- 
sulted hia own judgment alone. But there is abundant circumstantial evi- 
dence that he was given to understand that any defensible methotl of gaining 
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somewhat exaggerated aa is probable, were amply 
sufficient to account for and justify his action in turn- 
ing back, though he well knew — as the government 
did not—that his services as a conciliator were not 
likely to be very effective in California, There is no 
need of secret instructions in favor of fihbusterism to 
account for his actions so far. Yet were that all, and 
did the nature of the communications rest solely on 
the testimony of Fremont and Grillespie, the theory 
of such secret instructions would perhaps be as fasci- 
nating for me as it has been for others; but there is 
other evidence which I deem conclusive. Secretary 
Buchanan's secret instructions to Larkin as confiden- 
tial agent — the nature of which has been a matter of 
surmise to other writers; which are represented to 
have been in purport identical with Grillespie's instruc- 
tions; which he was directed to show to Fremont; a 
duplicate of which he destroyed after committing its 
contents to memory; but the original of which is in 
my possession — confirm entirely the cited testimony 
of the two officers, though not all the inferences they 
desired to be drawn from that testimony; and contain 
no encouragement, direct or indirect, for any revolt 
except by the Californians themselves. Had this 
document been one written to be seen with intent to 
mislead those into whose hands it might fall, it would 
prove nothing in this connection ; but its existence, on 
the contrary, was intended to be kept, and has been 
kept until now, a profound state secret. It contains 
a clear presentment of the policy of the United States 

OaL to the Union would he acceptiible, . .A hmt waa enough for one so aimbi- 
tious as Fremont, and if he was not instructed he waa moat fortunate in his 
instincta. A different iasne might have oTerwhelmed him with reproach. 
Aa it resulted, he had the perfect and flattering indorsement of the sec. of 
state.' TuthilVs Hut. Ctd., 167-8. As early aa 1847, F. D, Athertou, in a 
letter from Valparaiso to Larkin, expressed grave doubts that Fremont had 
been tamed back by the snows in June, LarkviCs Doc, MS., v. 58. 

1 might easily extend these citations to show the prevalence of the idea 
that Fremont acted under secret instructions; but those given are sufficient. 
Nor do I deem it necessary to cite the opinions of numerous Mexican SJid 
native Cahforaian writers to the same effect, because they had in realitv little 
opportunity of knowing anything about Fremont's motives, most of them 
taking it for granted that he acted a.3 a secret agent of the U. S. 
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— ^to take possessiou of California in the event of war 
with Mexico ; to prevent, by force of arms if necessary, 
any occupation by a European power; but meanwhile 
to conciliate by every possible means the good-will of 
the natives, with a view that the occupation in case 
of war might be without opposition, or, if there were 
no war, that the people might voluntarily seek annex- 
ation a little later- This policy, from an American 
standpoint, wag essentially a sound and prudent one. 
I have already expressed my opinion that the means 
adopted to carry it out were not in certain respects 
honorable from an international point of view; but T 
am by no means willing to charge the administration 
at Washington with an action so stupidly inconsistent 
as to have sent on the same date and by the same 
confidential messenger, to two different agents in Cali- 
fornia, two radically different and utterly irreconcila- 
ble sets of secret instructions. I think there can be 
no possible room for doubt that Fremont's instruc- 
tions were identical with those issued to Gillespie and 
Larkin; and I believe that no doubt would ever have 
arisen on the subject had the document which I have 
cited been known to previous investigators. 

Assuming, then, that Fremont engaged in a revolu- 
tionary movement, not in accordance with, but in dis- 
obedience of his orders from Washington, what were 
his motives? He claimed to act at the entreaties of 
the American settlers in defence of their lives and 
rights. I need not repeat that this on his part, as on 
that of other leaders, was a mere pretext, Frdmont 
most certainly not being one of thoae who really be- 
lieved the settlers to be in danger. I cite in a note his 
letter to Benton in explanation of his action*^ Clearly 

* ' Yon will remember how grossly outraged and insulted we had already 
been by this officer [Castro]; many in my own camp and throughout the coun- 
try thought that I flhould not have retreated in March last. I felt huniiliatcd 
and hambled; one of the main objects proposed by the expeditioTi had been 
entirely defeated, and it was the opinion, of the officers or the squadron (30 
I waa informed by Mr GiUespie) that I could not again retreat conaiatently 
with any military reputation. . .My animals were in such a etate tiiat I could 
not get out of the valley without reaching the country which lies on the west (?) 
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the retreat from Gavilan in March had been a severe 
blow* to the captain's pride, and the wound still smarted 
as irritated by the taunts of bold and irresponsible 
comrades and of filibustering settlers. Yet there can 
be no doubt that Fremont's strongest incentive was 
personal ambition. He confidently counted upon an 
immediate declaration of war between the United 
States and Mexico; and he believed that by commenc- 
ing hostilities he might gain for himself a large share 
of credit for the conquest, which would otherwise fall 
to the naval commanders. The prevalent rumors 
ambng the settlers afforded him a plausible pretext for 
an action that also offered a remedy for wounded mil- 
itary pride. Should he err in his expectations of war, 
there would yet remain a chance of prominence in au 
independent Californian republic. Young and adven- 
turous, he resolved to take the risks. From the stand- 
point of a purely personal ambition, he decided wisely. 
The result probably surpassed his most sanguine ex- 
pectations. His decision made him subsequently a 
popular hero, a senator of the United States, a can- 
didate for the presidency, a niillionnaire ad interim, a 
major-general; in fact, it gave him greater prominence 
than has perhaps ever been attained in the United 
States by any other man of no greater ability. He 
was essentially a lucky fellow. 

Our admiration for Fremont as a filibustero chief- 
tain — the only admiration due him in this connection 
— would be vastly lucreased had he acted with some- 



side of them in an entirely destitute condition. Having carefnlly es&m- 
ined my position, toid foreseeing, I tlunk, elearly, all the consequences which 
may eventuate to me from sucli a, sti?p, I determined to take such active and 
anticipatory measures as should seem to me most expedient to protect my 
party and justify my own character. I am well aware of the grave reaponsi- 
biHty which I assumed; but I a2so detenniued that, having once decided to do 
so^ I would assume it and its consequences fully and entirely, and go through 
with the business completely to the end, . ,0n the 6th of June I decided on 
the course which I would pursue, and immediately concerted my operations 
with the foreigners inhabiting the Sac ramento Valley. * Trdmont to Benton, 
July 25, 18iG, in Nil^s* Beg., Isxi. 191. I have already, in note 1 of thia chap- 
ter, quoted this letter on Castro's hostile preparations; and 1 shall have oc- 
casion to refer to it again. 
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what less of caution after deciding to engage in the re- 
volt, or had he been soraewhat more modest in his 
subsequent claims. I have already stated that but 
for his presence and support* the revolt would not 
have occurred. The departure of Hastings and Cly- 
man for the east, and of others for Oregon in April, 
shows that there was then but little hope of a success- 
ful rising. But as to the exact nature of his coojj- 
eration there has been sonae difference of opinion. 
William Baldridge attributes the movement of the 
American settlers, of whom he was one, to Fremont's 
direct encouragement, believing — though this of course 
was an afterthought-— that that officer's true purpose 
was to provoke a declaration of war by Mexico;* and 
William B, Ide had some theories on the subject, 
which will be noticed presently; but the weight of 
evidence, direct and circumstantial, goes to show that 
Fremont, while holding himself somewhat aloof from! 
the masses, secretly conspired with a few leaders to 
bring about an outbreak, and promised the full support; 
of himself and his party in case it should be needed, 
though as an officer of the United States he desired 
to abstain from open participation as long as possible. 
The settlers had no fear of any force the Californians 
could muster north of the bay; but if Castro were to 
send soldiers from the south, they might require as- 
sistance. This assistance Fremont promised, and, as 
wc shall see, proffered later. This was the sum and 
substance of his cooperation. In the few stirring 
events of the revolution he personally took no part. 
He merely held himself in readiness to act when the 
necessity should arise, and marched against the foe 
after others had won a victory. Yet in the letter to 
Benton he clearly gave that gentleman, and through 
him the people of the United States, to understand 
that in all that had occurred he had taken an active 
part, and had been personally in command. In this 

*Baldridge*» Daps fif'46, MS., passim. 



&2 CAUSES OF THE SETTLERS' KEVOLT. 

he was guiltj of selfish and diahonorable misrepre- 
sentation,'' 

There is another version of Fremont's part in the 
revolution which merits attention on account of its 
author s prominence in the movement^ if for no other 

^In his letter to Benton, already cited, NUes* ^p-^-, Ixxi, 191, Frdmont 
sayai *0n June 6tli I decided on the courae wMcb. I would pursue, aud im- 
mediately concerted my operations ■with the foreignora,' A few daya later, 
etc., going on to mention the capture of Arce'a horaeis, taking of Sonoma, 
capture of Gen. Valleio, etc.,andcontinning: ^Tbeaecnterpriaea accomplished, 
I proceeded ^ {from where?) *to the American settlements on the Sacramento 
and Bio de loa Americanos to obt^n reinforcements' — thna leaving it to be in- 
ferred that he had taken an active part in all the events narrated, instead of 
remaining in camp at Sntter^s Futt. Then he was called to Sonoma by nen's 
of a threatened attack by Castro, and in his narrative of what followed mafees 
no effort to distinguish botwecii his -own acts and those of others. Implying 
very clearly that all was done by him, with the co<iperation of Gillcapie, and 
continuingi *We reached Sonoma again on the evening of July 4th, and in 
the morning I called tho people together and spoke to them in relation to the 
position of the coantry, advising a course of operations which waa unani- 
mously adopted. CaL waa declared independent,' otc, I do not quote more 
fully, because the event* have to be narrated in the next chapter; but I do not 
exaggerate in saying that l?'r6mont deliberately conveyed the imprcaaion that 
he waa in active command throughout the revolution. Benton ao understood 
it^ or at least wished it to be so undeiTBtood; and he repeated Fr^mont^s ver- 
sion in language simLlaJ" but more positive in a letter of Nov. ^, 384(J, NUetf^ 
Reg.y lixi. 173* to the president, who, Uke the sec. of war, repeated the ver- 
sion Bubatantially in public doeumentB; and thus the ambitioua captain ob- 
tained much popular credit aod admiration which by no means belonged to 
him, even if credit or admiration had been due to anybody for suck actiona. 
lu hxa Conrt-Jttartio^lj 374, Fr6mont says: *In cimcert and in cooperation with 
the American settlena, and in the brief apacexif about 30 daya, all was accom- 
plished north of the hay, and independence declared on July 5tK' In August 
1S56, Thompson of New Jersey — Speech on the. Conquest of California, Wash. 
1856, Svo, n; p. ; also in 0<mgreg^. QloU, 1855-6, p. 2006-9— made a forcible pro- 
testintheU. 8. senate against the claimofFrlmoottobeconsidered the con- 
queror of Cal., showing in a clear ligkt the miarepreaentations made by and 
in behalf of that officer, though he had to roly mainly for evidence on the 
document already cited as Hist. Bear blag RpvoL , and signed as it appears by 
Ide, Nash, and Grigsby. Thompson says; *In these letters it will be found 
that Fr^^moiit recitea various successful ndlitary actions. He does not aay 
that he participated in them, but states tliem in auch a way as to leave the 
inference irr^istible that he did so. Mr Benton and Mr Marcy both take 
Buck for granted, and so indeed would any one on reading the artful connec- 
tion in wnich they aro stated. Besides, there are no documents on file in the 
department from which the aec. could have i^ade up the statement in his re- 
port, except the letters of Col. Benton and Mrs Fremont, The facts relate to 
the time ^^heu FrtSmont joined the movement, . . .to two actions in which the 
Califoraians were defeated, and the taking of Sonoma. The sec. relates these 
events so as to produce the impression (no doubt on hia own mind} that Fre- 
mont was among the first to countenance the independent movement; that ke 
took part in the defeat of the Mexicans and the capturo of Sonoma. But 
we have positive proof showing that Fremont had nothing to do with these 
Bovcrai events. ' And thiswas true, though in certain respects Thompson over- 
estimated the value of his proofs, Ide, Grigsby, and Nash being interested 
persons, like Fri^mont, and coloring their version accordingly . 



reason. It is that given by William B. Ide in his 
letter to Senator Wambough, and subsequently con- 
firmed to some extent by Ide, Grigsby, and Nash in 
their narrative. According to Ide, the American 
merchants, Larkin and others of his class, "failed 
not in the genuine spirit of Yankeedom to direct and 
profit by those political impositions, change of admin- 
istration, and continued increase of tariff duties by 
which during ten years of increasing distress and 
ruin the main body of the people were made misera- 
bly poor," therefore refusing support to the oppressed 
settlers; then "Fremont came among us, who, after 
having provoked the assumed authorities of the coun- 
try, left us to experience the wrath and retaliatory 
vengeance his acts had engendered;, . .next came Gil- 
lespie, who failed not to give cautionary advice in 
relation to a state of preparedness on the part of all 
of United States origin, but dissuaded from any kind 
of organization/* suggesting, however, that after Fre- 
mont's return his camp would be the means of tem- 
porary protection. Finally, after a month of suspense 
and terror on the part of the settlers in view of Cas* 
tro's proclamations and military preparations, Fre- 
mont returned from the north, and soon in writing 
summoned ''every freeman In the valley to come to 
his camp at the Buttes immediately," announcing at 
the same time the approach of Castro's forces* To 
Ide and a few others, not named, Fremont made 
known his plan of conquest as follows: "First, select 
a dozen men who have nothing to lose but everything 
to gain. Second, encourage them to commit depre- 
dations against General Castro the usurper, and thus 
supply the camp with horses necessary for a trip to 
the States. Third, to make prisoners of some of the 
principal men, and thus provoke Castro to strike the 
fii^t blow in a war with the United States, This 
done, finish the conquest by uniting the forces and 
marching back to the States." This scheme was de- 
nounced by Ide and his comra<:lea as dishonorable and 
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treaclierous, whereupon Fremont in anger broke up 
tl\e interview, ''Thus ended all intercourse ou our 
]>art with Captain Fremont until June 25th," Sub- 
sequently, however, King, inviting the visitors to 
another tent, asked, "Suppose the men succeed in 
taking the horses, what will you in that case propose 
to be done?" The reply was, *'When the breach is 
once made that involves us all in its consequences, it 
is useless to consider the propriety of the measure. 
We are too few for division. In for it, the whole 
man! Widen the breach, that none can stand out- 
side thereof, Down on Sonoma 1 Never flee the 
country, nor give it up while there is an arm to tight 
or a voice to cry aloud for Independence, But let 
truth and honor guide our course, * 

Ide continues; *' Several persons, among whom was 
Kit Carson, begged of Fremont their discharge from 
the service of the exploring expedition that they 
niight be at liberty to join ua. This was peremptorily 
refused. Fremont, in my hearing, expressly declared 
that he was not at liberty to afford us the least aid or 
assistance; nor would he suffer any of his men to do so; 
that he had not asked the assistance of the emigrants 
for his protection; that he was able, of his own 
party, to fight and whip Castro if he chose, but that 
he should not do so unless first assaulted by him; 
and that positively he should wait only for a supply 
of provisions, two weeks at furthest, when he would, 
without further reference to what might take place 
lierCj be on his march for the States," That same 
night the captured horses arrived, and next day the 
expedition to Sonoma began; many embarking in it 
with the idea that they were only carrying out Fre- 
mont's plan of provoking hostilities,^ 

*^/de'9 Biotf, Sketchy 107-19, conficmed in the Hist. Bear Flag Revolylion, 
by the Htateznent that at tbe interview iu question Fremont 'advised 
immediate organization and resiatancc on tixe part of the foreignera, but 
declined any action on hia part or that of the men under hifi command/ 
Btating that he expected to leave for the States in two weeks; and by the 
further statement that Fr^mout at Sonoma later declared *that he had 
determined to pursue and take Joa^ Castro, whom he considered but an 
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Ide's version will be found on close examination to 
confirm rather than contradict what I have said re- 
speeting Fremont's poUcj, That gentleman wrote 
under a strong feeling, amounting almost to a mania, 
that he had been robbed by Fremont of the honor of 
having been at the head of the revolution, a feeling 
that strongly colored all his remarks, and led to many 
exaggerations; but though prejudiced and fanatical, 
Ide was not a man to tell a deliberate falsehood, and 
I have no doubt that his account of the interview is 
substantially correct. All goes to show that Fre- 
mont, though one of the original plotters of the re- 
volt, had a direct understanding with but few of the 
leaders, of which number Ide was not one, to whom 
he promised active cooperation when it should be 
required- To the rest he spoke guardedly, inciting 
them indirectly to revolt, but cautiously avoiding re- 

uaurper in Cai, being unautborized by tbe govt of Mexioo, . , ,tbat altbough 
he could Dct and wonld not intermeddlo in tbe i&tem&l Oiffahs of Oal.,' yet, 
if they would make certain pledgesj 'be would not only aid them with bia 
advice, bnt that he would volunteer bis whole force against Caatro, and that 
he would atand by them at least uctU Castro shall have been eubdued.^ In 
coaneotion with the Uet phrase cited, I may note that Folsom, in a lett«r of 
Nov. 30, 1817, to Vallejo, speaks of an interview in which Fremont told 
Prudon that he waa merely acting in aid of Pico against Castro. Vall^o, 
Doc,, MS., xii. 321. 

Wm Haigrave, Col. in '4S, MS, 4-11, telle us that after much discussion 
among the settlers of Napa at the writer's camp^ he, Kelsey, Swift, and an- 
other went to consult with Fremont, beins joined by otbeTB on the way. At 
the interview on Feather River, Kelat^y Dsing apokeatnan, Fremont seemed 
very cautious, though willing enough to reflume active operations. * He pre- 
ferred to see for himself how far the settlers of Napa and Sonoma were ready 
to go in shaking off tbe Mexican yoke. At any rate, be peremptorily refused 
to take any responaibility for sudden action on our part, and endeavored to 
delay or truBtrate oar efforts. Whether be expressed himself difl^rently 
when he spoke to Kelsey alone later iu tbe day I caunot say.^ Hargravc 
says he later beard Fremont ridicule Ide'a proclamation. Fowler, Bear 
Party, 2> also mentions the mission o£ Hargrave and Kelaey. Both imply 
that tiie rising would not have ta^en place at that time but for a popular 
belief that Fremont would in some way cooperate. Sooie favored action with- 
out regard to tbe captain's plans, but this was opposed by a majority. Bald- 
ridge, Days of '^, MS., passim, is confident that liie settlers would not have 
risen but for Frtoont*s indiroct promptings and promises. The writer and 
Tbos"W. Bradley were in BeixeyeeaValley when John Grigsby and Wm Elliot 
came up with the news. *Griflsby saya Fremont prompted them to take up 
arms, telling them that it would not do for him to commence the affair, aa be 
was in the employ of the IT. S. , but for them to seize on some place which they 
would be able to hold, and then he woulddischargeall Ijismeii, and with them 
would join us && volunteers. Ho also said ho wanted to start on an active 
campaign as soon as it was possible to get men enough together to do ho.' 
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marks and promises which might in certain contin- 
gencies be used to his disadvantage later. There is 
no reason to doubt that with his men he would have 
fought bravely, had circumstances required it, in de- 
fence of the cause he had espoused; though, as we 
have seen, he was mean enough in the hour of success 
to appropriate to himself the credit for actions in 
which he really took no part, 

± 

In thus presenting the real causes which led to 
the revolt of June 1846, I have of course condemned 
the movement* An armed insurrection involving loss 
of life is justifiable in the eyes of the civilized world 
only as a measure of self-defence In resistance to gross 
oppression. In this case there was no oppression or * 
other than imaginary danger, to say nothing of the 
fact that the revolutionists, with few exceptions, had 
entered Mexican territory in defiance of the country's 
laws. There is, however, much more to be said in 
condemnation of this revolt. In spite of our theoriz- 
ing, the world is prone to approve practically, after 
all is over, a movement, whatever its causes, which 
leads to beneficial results, Califomian affairs under 
the Mexican regime were in a sad state, and not im- 
proving. An occupation of the country by a progres- 
sive nation could not fail tOj and did, produce a 
marked improvement In every respect; and the tend- 
ency has been, even among those who could not jus- 
tify the revolt, to give its promoters credit for the 
good that resulted from the change. They are enti- 
tled, however, to no such credit. The revolution was 
in no sense a part of the conquest of California, 
neither leading to nor in any way promoting that 
movement. Before the revolt, the government of 
the United States had ordered the occupation of the 
country on account of war with Mexico; and the oc- 
cupation would have been effected in the same man- 
ner and at the same date had no revolt taken place.^ 

' We shaU see later that it was claimed in behalf of Fremont that his ac- 
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Two specific claimSj closely connected with the gen- 
eral one of having commenced the conquestj which 
have been quite generally but very carelessly allowed 
in favor of the revolutionists, are that their acts kept 
California from falUng into the hands of England, and 
that they checked Governor Pico in his work of grant- 
ing the public lands to his own personal friends and 
to enemies of the United States. The absurdity of 
the first claim should be apparent. If England haxt 
any intention of taking California, she certainly would 
not have been deterred by the armed settlers of a 
single section. On the contrary, the revolt would 
have served as a most plausible pretext for the Cali- 
fomians to seek and for England to grant a protecto- 
rate. As to the second claim, I may remark that the 
McNamara land grant, on which most stress is laid 
in this connection, did not come up for action in Cal- 
ifornia^ and was probably unknown to every one of 
the filibusters until after the revolt was far advanced; 
that theoretically the rising must have tended, not to 
check, but to hasten Pico in granting lands; that as a 
matter of fact it did have that effect so far as it had 
any; and that the United States government did not 
subsequently make June 14th but July 7th the chron- 
oli^ic limit of legitimate grants. 

That the revolt was unjustifiable, uncalled for, and 
not productive of good results, is not by any means 
all that is to be said against it. Its promoters were 
morally responsible for all tiie blood shed in battle, as 
well as for outrages committed by both sides on per- 
sons and property before the raising of the stars and 
stripes; and not only this, but for a bitterness of feel- 

tiouB, presumably in accord with inatructiona from Waahinffton, by confirm- 
ing Commodoro Sloat in his belief that war had been declared, luflaenccil 
that officer to raise the United Statea flag. It is probably true that thesoToe- 
what irresolute commodore derived much comfort from the reports of Fr^- 
months operations, as enn fi rming the ne^s of war obtained at ^lazatlan; and 
that had hia exploit proved premature, like that of Jones in ]842, be wonl^^ 
have urged those reports in nia own de-fence^ but it is hardly credible that 
they caused hini to perform an act which he had conic from Mazatlan cx- 
preasly t^ perforin in accordance with bis orders, and with very positive npws 

that war had begun. 

HiBT, CiL, Vol. V. 7 
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ing between the two races in California which lasted 
for many years. Not only did the insurgents not con- 
tribute to the American occupation of the country, 
but they absolutely retarded it, and increased its dif- 
ficulties. They were largely accountable for all the 
blood that was spilled throughout the war. The men 
who had given the subject most attention and were 
beat qualified to understand the true state of affairs 
believed with some reason that the change of flag 
might have been accomplished without resistance or 
bloodshed, had it not been for the outbreak at Sonoma, 
and the hostility engendered by that affair^ How- 
ever this may be, whether or not Larkin, Stearns, and 
Leese were correct in thoir expectation of a peaceable 
occupation, whether or not the land owners with the 

^ In a letter of July 20, 1846. Larkin aaid to the sec of state in subatauce 
that CaL would iu a few years lia^/e como under the U. S. flag of her own ac- 
cord; that he ia inchn©d to I'egret the action of the Bear Flm party, and of 
Com. Sloat, as the people now deemed themselres coerced and mjnred, espe- 
ciallj by the Bear party. Fr^monb and Gillespie should have consulted 
with him aiid others floutii of the hay before heginning hoatilitiea. Gaatro had 
aeanred him personally that he intended to declare the country independent 
as BOOB as tliero wore enough foreigners to insure auccesa. LarkiJi'it Off. Cor- 
resp., MS., ii, 75-7. Inanother letter of Jan, 7, 1847* L. wrote; *It haabeen 
my object for some years to bring the CalifomiaQS to look on our couiitrymen 
as their best friends. I am satisfied very many were of that way of thiiilting, 
and more were becoming so. Gen. Castro from 1842 to lS4<i made every dcm- 
ooatrationin our favor, and opened plana for futureoperatious,grautiu^ pass- 
ports to all the Americans whomj presented to him. At the same time he 
made some foolish proclamationa, supposing they would only be believed in 
Mexico. The sudden rising of the party on the Sacramento under the Bear 
Flag, takiDg Californians' property to a large amount, and other acta com- 
pletely frustrated all hopes I had of the friendship of the natives to my coun- 
trymen, and of Gen. Castro through fear of his people, to oome into the hr- 
rmigements I e«pected. On the arrival of the war squadron this came tomy 
knowledge more and more fully.' Quoted from original in. thei9. F. Alia Cai^ 
July 7, 1S67- And on June 30, 1847, he wrote to the same effect. * The Bear 
Flag party liavc broken all friendship and good feeling in Cal. toward our 
goi^ermnent.^ LarUn's Off. Corrtsp.^ MS., ii. 118. The views of Larkin, 
Steams, and others on thb matter have been more fully eited in an earlier 
chapter, Leese, B^txr Flag Revolt, MS., p. 12, aaya that Castro, when at So- 
noma a few days before the outbreak, said ho was in favor of the U. 8. taking 
possession. Alfred Kobinson, Statejnentj MS,, 21, tells us that tha Bear 
movement greatly imbittered the hostile feeling aroused by Frdmont^s pre- 
vious actions. Capt. Folsom on Kov. 30, 1847, wrote that *well disposed 
Califomianswerfe driven into hostilitjby the ill-advised, injudicious, and dis- 
honest conduct of onr own agents, and that the country has been constantly 
agitated aud much of the time in opeu hostility to the American cause in eon- 
sequence.' VaUejo, Doc.j MS-, xii. 321, I might mnltiply evidence in the 
shape of such opinionB' The Califomiatte almost without exception cTtpresa 
the same viewa, aometimea in most extravagant language. 
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cooperation of Vallejo and other influential citizens 
ancf officials would have been able so far to control 
their countrymen as to prevent armed resistance, at 
least there can be no possible doubt that the revolt 
did materially intensify the hostiUty of the natives^ 
and thus prolong the struggle. 

We must go yet further, and besides the evils enu- 
merated which were caused by the outbreak, we must 
hold the participators in that afl^air responsible for 
other and far more serious evils that were averted, not 
by their foresight, but by sheer good luck. Fremont 
and his companions had, it ia true, reasons to believe 
that war would be declared between the United States 
and Mexico; but they had no means of knowing the 
date at which hostilities would begin; and some of 
them did not reckon on or care for the declaration of 
war at all Let the reader consider what would have 
been the result had war not been declared, or had the 
declaration been made some months later. The fili- 
busters had no understanding with foreign settlers 
south of the bay. They would have maintained their 
position in the north, and would probably have con- 
quered central California; but meanwhile Americans 
in the latter region must unquestionably have suffered 
at the hands of the angry natives before they could 
have organized and joined the insurgents at some cen- 
tral point. In the south yet greater disaster could 
have been avoided only — as it very likely would have 
been — by southern foreigners joining the Californians, 
temporarily at least, against the Insurgents, In any 
event, and whatever the ultimate result, the country 
would have been devastated by a guerilla warfare in 
which a large amount of property must have been de- 
stroyed, and much blooff have been shed, all to no 
purpose.^ Fortunately, and no thanks to the insur- 

' It should be stated Iiere that there ai^ aome exceptions amoog the writers 
wIjo liave approved the revolt of June J846, and treateii it as a part of the 
conquefft. Kotably John S. Hittell, both a^ editor of the Altiz California, 
June lij» 1866, July 7> ISflT, and ia hia lli^ry of 8. F., 102-3, has expressed 
briefly but accurately the true nature of the movement. Some participaata, 



100 CAUSES OF THE SEITLERS' REVOLT, 

gents, these results were averted, and the insurrectiun 
was nipped in the bud by the action of the United 

States. 

like Baldridj^e, Da^s of *^j MS., J8-20, disapprove tlie action, and say thoy 
only joined in it aa a choice of evila. The general tenor of John Bidwell^R 
\-iewB, Cfil. 184^-^i MS., ia agaiiiat the revolt. Lieut Wise, Los Qrinffos^ 42, 
denounces the operations of the filibusters iu language much too severe. Dun- 
bar, Bo7/iance, 34-0, poiDtfl out the evil effects of the outbreak. During the 
political campaign of 1856 much was said against the Bear Flag leaders; but 
chiefly from a spirit of opposition to Fremont, rather than from any proper 
underBtandiag of the menta of the case. Of those who have eulogized the 
JQfinrgents aslieroas in books and newspapers, a long list might be presented. 

Just as this volume goes to press there appears Boyce's Cal{fomiaj 1846- 
56/anftdmirable work of the "American Commonwealths' series, a long chapter 
of which, on * The American aa conqueror; the secret mission and the Bear 
Flag, ' is d&vote<l to aa elaborate study of certain topics here treated, I am 
pleased that the concluHlons of so able a thinker and writer as Dr Koyce — 
founded to some extent on original evidence in my Library, for the use of 
which the author makes most hearty and satisfactory acknowledgment — do 
not differ materially from my own. New data obtained by Eoyoe include a 
statement from Fremont^ which throws light, if not on the general's acta of 
lS4(t, oo his character asa witness, and shows that J had taken too favorable 
a view of his veracity, since he now affirms what he had before wisely left to 
be inferred. It eeems proper t« stata that this volume ss now given to thi^ 
public was in stereotype before the date of Koyce's investigations in my 
Library. 

Another book appearing too late for present use ia ihe History fff Cal- 
i/orrciu by Theodora H. IlUtell. Here I can only note the existence of thia work, 
remarking that it contains nothing to modify any view or record of this or 
earlier volumes, and expressing a hope that it may prove helpfnl in later in- 
veetigatione, as I shall have occasion to oite both ^oyoe and Hittell in vol- 
nmes vi, and vii. 
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BEAR FLAG EEVOLT— TAKING OF SONOMA. 

Junk, 1846. 

FRfolONT'a ££TCKN FBOM O&BGOK — HeNSLEY'S MtSSTON— A SUMMOSS TO 

Rbtolt— FeAmont Cactioub — At.t. Ekai>y— Camp Moved to Bear 
RiVEE— Casteo at Sakta Claba — His Visit to Soj^oka— Abcb's Oa- 
BALLADA— MaRETrr Sent by Fr^024t to Begin HoaTTUTiBs— Seiz- 

TJBE OF HOBflEfJ ON THB OoaUMNia— ThE FlLIBUSTflUS ReeNPOBOED IS 

Napa Valley— Names — Oocupatxon op Sonoma— Vallejo a Pkxsojter 
OF Wae— NBOOTiAnoNa — Wettten Guabauties— Broken befoee the 
Ins was Dby— Incident3 of the MoEiaNO — ^Thb Insuboebts Unman- 

AOKABLE— AaUAaDTENTE— A CoNTBOVEBflT— JoHK GbIOBBT DbCLINXS 

THE Command — William B. Idb Chosen— Joubnzy of the Pbisonres 
TO FBiMONT*B Camf— Looked up in Sdtteb^s Fobt< 

It was on May 24th that Fremont and party, re- 
turning from the Oregon frontier, reached the region 
of Laasen's rancho in the upper Sacramento Valley. 
In a letter to Benton written on that date he an- 
nounced his intention to proceed directly homeward 
by way of the Colorado, giving a brief account of his 
trip northward and return.* At the same time Gil- 
lespie wrote to Larkin, narrating his experience since 
leaving Monterey, asking for news, especially about 
the men-of-war, enclosing a note for the commodore, 
if there, but to be carefully locked up if not, announc- 
ing that Fremont would now proceed homeward, and 
that the writer would at once start for Yerba Buena 
in quest of supplies,^ The letters were intrusted to 

nMay24, 184G. F. toB. Ml'>^' Beg., Ixxi. 191. 

"May 24, 1846. G. to L. Larkin'a Doc, MS., iv. 134. F, and G, were at 
lAftaen*s; the rest were 15 inil<^ above. 



t, 
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Samuel N"eal, who hastened down the valley.^ The 
explorers camped at Lassen's two days, and one day 
at the farm of Neal and Dutton on Deer Creek, thence 
moving down to the Buttes, Before they reached 
that point Gillespie left the party, reached Sutter's on 
the 30th, and went down to San Francisco on the 
launch, arriving on June 7th, and obtaining from Cap- 
tain Montgomery of the Portsmouth a boat-load of 
supplies, with which he reached New Helvetia a week 
later, accompanied by several naval officers.* Before 
his return some startling events had happened. 

It is not to be believed that Fremont had any in- 
tention of proceeding immediately homeward, as an- 
nounced in the letters cited. It is reasonably certain 
that revolutionary plans had already been developed 
to some extent by him and his associate, though it is 
of course impossible, as it is comparatively unimpor- 
tant, to fix the exact stage of development at this 
time. The inatructiona from Washington which had 
chiefly caused his return from the north would not 
permit him now to go east. Gillespie had told him 
on the frontier not only of the impending war, but of 
the growing revolutionary spirit among the settlers. 
On his first arrival at the ranches he found abundant 
evidence of discontent- The Indians were said to be 
on the war-path at Castro's instigation; and Fre- 
mont was asked to join in a raid upon the foe. He 
declined, though offering protection to the settlers.^ 
It is to be presumed that he had already considered 

'Scftl reached Sutler's May 25tb, aa)dweDt od, but came back nest day on 
account of high water, atartiog again ou the 27th via Sonoma. Nevj Helvetia 
Diaru, MS,, 49. 

*0.'9i^tim<my,uiFrt^mont*&C(tl,Clfmn8,2&-7i New IFetVfiia Diary, MS. , 
50- June 7th. G. to L, Larkin'^ Doc. ^ MS., iv. IM, He arrived at Sutter's 
June J2tb, and waa joined by Fremont on the American Fork nest day, 
Lieut Hunter, Purser Watmough, and Aast Surgeon Duvall accompanied hiju 
in the ship^a lanneh. 

^ Gillespie's teafcimony, in Fr^mont^n Col. Claims, 26, 29. Upham, Life of 
Fi'^monlj 231-2, tells us tliat hia hero did march against 600 oi the savagea, 
renting them^ disporajng five viliagea. wad breaking up the great combination 
against the settlers] Juno Ist, Sutter writes to vSlejothat Fremont has ar- 
rived above, and will probably await on the American River orders per the 
Congress. ViUlejOj Doc, MS,, xii 220. 
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the project, which at any rate he soon fully adopted, 
of promoting a revolt of the settlers, whose pretext 
should bo imminent danger of an attack from the Cal- 
ifornianSf and in whose behalf he would interfere on 
pretext of protecting Americans as soon as such inter- 
ference should be either politic or necessary. 

There was a strong element among the settlers, as 
already explained, ready and eager to meet the fili- 
buster more than half-way. The news that Frdmont 
was returning fanned into new life the fire that had 
hardly smouldered. At every hunter's camp the 
topic was discussed; at every rancho a political junta 
of neighbors and rovers was in daily session. The 
revolutionists recognized their opportunity to prevail 
over what had been a somewhat unmanageable mi- 
nority. The old rumors of Castro's hostile prepara- 
tions were revived, and new ones invented ; new ap- 
peals to American patriotism were made; men were 
urged from love of life, of family, of liberty, from am- 
bition, from greed of gain, from whatever motive was 
likely to be moat potent with each, to shake off the 
tyrant's yoke. Especially was Fremont's return pre- 
sented as a significant and auspicious circumstance- 
He would not return at all, it was urged, were not 
an outbreak of hostilities from some cause expected. 
The settlers' attention was thus turned with anxiety 
toward the explorer. From all directions delegations 
were sent to learn his purposes, and soon the roving 
population of the valley had established itself in con- 
siderable numbers near the camp at the Buttes, 

It took but a few days for the settlers to convince 
themselves that Fremont desired a revolt, and would 
join it eventually should the necessity arise, though 
he would not openly take an active part in beginning 
it Naturally we know but little of the many inter- 
views in respect of persons, dates, and other details. 
Two or three are however on record. We know the 
results; and it is evident that only to a few did Fre- 
mont make definite promises, others receiving them 
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at second-hand through trusty agent-s sent out by the 
few. Samuel X Hensley, during a trip to the bay, 
had learned from Vallejo and others some facts and 
more rumors respecting the junta at Monterey, the 
project of an appeal to England, Castro's prepara- 
tions at Santa Clara, and points of the general situa- 
tion. Returning, he arrived at New Helvetia May 
28th. From Sutter he learned that the Indians were 
threatening serious trouble; and a chieftain was con- 
veniently found to testify that the savages were act- 
ing at the instigation of Castro. On June 3d, Sutter 
started on a campaign against the Indians; while 
Hensley on the 4th hastened up the valley to make 
Fremont acquainted with the impending dangers. At 
about the same time Neal returned from below with 
opportune confirmation of alarming rumors. It was 
on the 6th that Fremont, after consultation with Hens- 
ley, decided on the course to be pursued; and two 
days later Hensley and Neal returned to Sutter's, from 
that point sending out trusty agents to summon the 
settlers in all parts of the district.* If we may credit 
Ide, a written summons was circulated in Fremont's 
name, though not signed by him, Ide and others 
made haste to obey the summons, which they received 
(m the 8th; but, not being fiHbusters of a radical 
type, were much troubled that Fremont's plan, so 
far as he would condescend to make it known to them, 
was not one of independence, but rather one to pro- 
voke Castro to begin hostilities through outrages to 
be committed by persons who had nothing to risk 
cither of property or reputation/ This was on the 
10th; and before that Kelsey, Hargrave, Swift, and 
others had come as representatives of the Napa Val- 
ley settlers, they like Ide not being able to obtain 
from Fremont any definite promise of aid.^ All was 

* Henaley^a teatimouy, in FriwAm^s Oai. ClaimSj 33-4; Fremont to Benton, 
A'to' Peg.j Iwxi. 191, The dates are fixed and confirmed by the JVew Htlve- 
tia Diary f HS-r 49-51; and also to some extent by Suiter's Jjiar^f 7-8, where 
the campaign against the Moquolumnes is described. 

' Ide's Biog. Sketch, 111-19. 

' Ilargrave's Col. in '46, MS., 4^11; Fowler's Bear Party, 2. 
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ready, however; the train was laid; new occurrences 
were exceptionally favorable; and steps had already 
been taken to apply the match. On the 10th the 
first act of hostility was committed. About the same 
time Frdmont moved his camp from the Buttes to 
the Feather Biver, and then down to Bear River, 
near its junction with the Feather^ 

General Castro was striving to organize at Santa 
Clara, under the immediate command of Jose Anto- 
nio Carrillo, a force of militia with which ostensibly 
to resist the invasion threatened by the United States, 
and especially to resist Fremont, whose return could 
be interpreted only as a threat. Castro had really 
some fear of Fremont, though probably no hope of 
defeating him; but his chief purpose was to resist 
Grovernor Pico^ who was believed to be preparing for 
a march northward. Not much can be known of the 
general's success; but though funds were scarce, and 
public sentiment not enthusiastically patriotic, he 
doubtless raised about a hundred men, whom he had 
great difficulty in keeping together, arming, and mounts 
mg. At the beginning of June he made a trip to 
San Kafael and Sonoma in quest of supplies^ and to 
consult with Colonel Vallejo, Victor Castro was di- 
rected to be ready with his boat on the 5th, to bring 
back the general, with such munitions as he might ob- 
tain,^ Respecting the nature and success of Castro's 
demands upon Vallejo, wo know only that he obtained 
from the latter and through his influence about 170 

• June 6, 1846, Alcalde Pacheco of San Jos^ to Prefect Castro, mentioning 
the general^a depa<rtiire and instructions to Victor Castro. It was aJao 
expected that Vallejo might come over oa the boat. The writer speaks of 
the campaign of Sutter, ^now allied with Cafitro^ against the hostile 
Moquelnmnes. He alludea to troubles between citizens and civil authorities 
on one side and the military ofB-oera on the other, displays considerable bitter- 
nesB, implies that Caatro*s preparations are really to overthrow the civil 
authority^ and urges the prefect to warn the govt. Doc. Hiftt. Cat., MS., iii. 
231-2. The spirit of this letter shows where the filibusters obtained some 
of their reports of Castro^a instigatiug the ladiatis, etc. Laucey, Cruise. 
ofth€ ^Ikde,^ 49, says that the general wentby way of Yerba Buena, and was 
absent tour days, which is likely accurate, though no authority in given. 
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horses, belonging part to the mission Indians of San 
Rafael and part to private citizens*'" Francisco Arcc^ 
the general's secretary, and also a militia lieutenant^ 
had crossed the bay with Castro, and was now sent 
with Lieutenant Jos^ Maria Alviso and an escort of 
eight men to conduct the horses by the Sacramento 
to Santa Clara.^\ Crossing the river at William 
Knight's place, now known as Knight Landing, the 
party arrived at the fort June 8th, and next day con- 
tinued their journey, camping for the night at Mur- 
phy's rancho on the Cosumnes.^^ 

The approach of Alviso and Arce from Sonoma was 
made the foundation of the rumor, said to have been 
brought by an Indian, that Castro's force was advanc- 
ing up the valley, destroying the crops and committing 
other outrages. It has also been said, and it is not 
impossible the statement was remotely founded on 
■fact, that Arce told Knight or his wife at the crossing 
that the horses were to be used by Castro for a cam- 
paign by which the settlers were to be driven out, 
after which a fort was to be established to prevent the 
entrance of any more immigrants by the Bear River 
pass- This report was carried by Knight in all haste 
to Fremont's camp/^ It may be that Don Francisco, 

^"Vallejo, HUL Oa/.,MS., v. 110-11, aaya that the horses were 200 belong- 
ing to the govt and 100 to the miasion of San Rafael; and that all were being 
pastured by Castro'a orders on the Cosiunne River. Thi^ though con&mca 
hy Alvarado, Hist. Oal., MS-> v. 156-&I and Fernandez, Coeaa de Ccd., MS,> 
130-3, ia not accurate, 

Ji By an official report of Gen. Carrillo it appeara that Alviso was really in 

command, Arce having been detailed to assist him. Arce in his report also 

named Alviso as in eommaiul. Arce^e statement of the nnmber of the eacort 

agrees with the entries iatlie diariea kept at Sutter'Sf and is douhtlesia correct, 

though the force has often Wn represented aa much larger bythoeewho 

wiehed to minify the exploit of bbe insurgents. Jos^ Noriega, Bias Alviao, 

ttud BJna Pina were of the number. 

"N. JJelv^ftia, Diary, US., 51; Suiter's Diajy, 8; Arce. Man., TiSB., S2-i, 

The river ia also called Tahnalmes and Maoaaomy. Sutter, Pers(nud RMdn.^ 
MS., 138, etc., impliea that afewhorsea were added to the hand at his place. 
^^ This version aeema to rest on the authority of Semple. It first appeared 
in the Mmterey CaHfomian, Aug. 29, 1846, and subsequently with slight Ta- 
rifttiona in the Hesperian^m. 387-8; Fir^ Steamship PiOTieeiv, 171-3; lirganCs 
WhaliSavjin C<d., 287-8; 8, F, AUn Col.y Aug. 2, 1866; Lanc^y's CruUe, 
49-50| etc, Semple was in a sense an excellent authority, but he was also a 
promiaent conspirator, and one of those wKoknew well that the settlers were 
in no danger. Ford» Bear Fiag^ MS. , 4-5» gives a confused verdon to the 



CAPTURE OF AECE^S HOKSES. i07 

a somewhat talkative young man, did make some 
foolish and boasting remarks as represented; but it is 
more likely that the story was invented for effect, as 
other similar ones are known to have been. At any 
rate, the opportunity was too good a one to be lost by 
the filibusters. In the forenoon of the 9th, eleven or 
twelve started in pursuit of Ar^e from the vicinity of 
Fremont's camp, Hensley states that they were sent 
by Fr^mont;^* and there can be no doubt that the 
movement was instigated and planned by that ojBBcer. 
It was during the absence of this party that Ide had 
an interview with Frdmont, as already narrated, the 
latter urging the importance of a raid on Castro's 
horses, and King being anxious to know what the set- 
tlers would do if the horses were taken," It was also 
at this time that the camp was moved to Bear River; 
Ezekiel Merritt commanded the pursuing party, the 
exact composition of which is not known. Sample 
seems to have been a member, as probably were Gran- 
ville P, Swift and Henry L. Ford, and possibly one 
or two of Fremont's men* Most were of the roving 
immigrants and hunters who had been for a week as- 
sembling near the Buttes, men of the class described 
by Fremont as having nothing to risk.^^ 

Merritt and his men were joined by two others at 
Hock farm. They crossed the American River at 
dusk, supped at the rancho of Allen Montgomery, 
who with another joined the force. They encamped 
at night within two or three miles of where the Call- 

eamc general effect* repreaeuting that Arco mado hi!? boasts while on the way 
to Sononxa after tbo boraea, aud that Knight was a spy sent out by Fremont. 

" HeDsley^B teatimoBy in FHmont^s Cm. Claims^ 33. Fremont himaeif says 
'they were aurprised by a party frem my camp.' Letter to Bentonn NUes^ 
Beg., IxxL 19L 

^^Ide'aBiog. Sketch, 111-19. 

'^Bidwell, Cal., 1841-8, MS., 161^, who waa at Sutter's at the time, 
thinks thero were no permojient settlera in the party, but chiefly huntera 
whom Fremont sent out, using Ai'ce'a expedition as a pretext for a beginning 
of hoatilities. Martin, Nart\, MS.^ 21-^ eaya Fremont called for volunteers 
among liia own men, of whom the writer waa one, and that 15 started under 
Swift; but Martin ia not good anthority, Baldridge, Days o/*^fi, MS., 27, 
also names Swift, One account names Neal and Knight as members of the 
party. 
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fornians were camped, guarding their horses in Mur- 
phy's corraL'^ At early dawn on the 10th, they sur- 
prised Area and his companions, requiring them to 
give up their arms, which of course was done without 
resistance.^** Subsequently, however, after a certain 
amount of threatening blaster from Merritt and his 
fellow-filibusters, the arms were restored, with a horse 
for each man, and also a few horses claimed as private 
property by Alviso^ who concealed his real position as 
leader of the party; and the prisoners were dismissed 
with a message that if Castro wanted his hoi'ses he 
might come and take them, and with the announce- 
ment of a purpose to take Sonoma and New Helve- 
tia, and to continue the war.'* 

The filibusters returned with the captured horses 
by the same route they had come, slept that night at 
Nicholas AUgeier'a rancho, and reached Fremont's 
new camp in the forenoon of the llth, after an ab- 
sence of forty-eight hours, Arce and his men made 
haste to San Jos^ and reported their mishap to Car- 

*' Ford, Bear Flag^ MS., 6-7, givea the most complete descriptioii of the 
espeditiOD. See alao Lanci^R Cruise, 5d 

^'Fr4moDt in his letter to B^uton^ NUes^ iieg., \xxL 291, gave the date in- 
correctly^ aa Jane llth, and the errer wqa repeated in See, Marcy^a report of 
Dec. 6th — 29th cong. 2d sesa.^ K. Ex. Doc. no, 4, p. 51, and from thiB souro^ 
in Smucker^a Life of Fr6mont, 2S; CiUUC Conq.j 152-3; and nwmy other ac- 
counts. Most writers have taken pride in representing the numVier of Mer- 
ritt^s men as 12 and of Arue's party as Wger. Larkin's letters make the 
force 12 on cacJi side. 8emp1e spoke of 1 3 priBonera, and Ford of 23 1 Some 
miscellaneous references on the capture of Arce'* horseaare: TuthiWa Hid, 
Vol., \m-l(i; Hist. Bea/F Flag RgvoI.; Pma, Narr.,yiB., 3-5; Tinkham's Hist 
SU)ckton,H^; WUUfs SO Tears, i^; Mendoci?iO Co. His£., 60; MarshalVs Staie- 
m£iU, MS,, 1-2; Bcld^'s Hist. Smtrmml, MS., 43; Htmoiulii Frkiid, iv, 169; 
Sta Cruz SeMindy June 12, 1869. 

" The announcement of a purpose to t^e Sonoma is proved by the fact 
tliat it was announced in the official reports before Sonoma was taken. Arce, 
Memorias, MS., 52^, saja it was at firat the intention to kill him and his 
companions, and that they were saved only by the intereesaion of Murphy 
and nis wife. Of course there was no intention of killing them; but Merritt 
was a rough man, who may have tried to make them think so. In one of Lar- 
ktn*fl letters, LarJdn^gOff. Corresp., M9,, i. 131, the story was told as a report 
that on Arce's complainiDg that he bad been taken by surprise, Merritt pro- 
posed to repeat the operation, the Califomiana armed and mounted to choose 
their distance and givea signal for the attack! This has been of t«n repeated , 
and may or may not have had some foundation in fact. Noriega, one of 
Area's men, disappeared after the af^ir, as appears from corresp. of the time; 
and he tamed up at Sutter's 9 days later, coming from Murphy's, N, Hd- 
veti't Diary^ MS., 52. 



MERRITTS OPERATIONS, 109 

rillo and Castro, who in their correspondence repre- 
sented the affair in its true light, as an outrage com- 
mitted by a band of irresponsible highwaymen at the 
instigation of Fremont They regarded it as the pre- 
cursor of invasion, and made an earnest appeal to the 
prefect, as representing the civil authority, to forget 
all past dissensions, and join the military in the coun- 
try's defence. Consul Larkin volunteered his assist- 
ance in recovering the stolen animals, or punishing 
the offenders, if any feasible method of action could 
be pointed out,^ 

Merritt and his party had announced at the Co- 
sumnes their plan to take Sonoma* Such a plan may 
or may not have been definitely formed before they 
had started in pursuit of Arce; but if not, it was 
formed immediately on their return to camp on the 
nth. It was manifestly important, having once be- 
gun hostilities, to leave the Californians no rallying- 
point north of the bay. Without delay the company 
was increased to twenty men, and, still under Ezekie] 
Merritt's leadership, left Fremont's camp on Bear 
Creek in the afternoon of the same day. Crossing 
the Sacramento probably at Knight's, supping at Gor- 
don's on Cache Creek, and crossing the hills by night, 

* June 13th, Arce to Mayor Gen, Carrillo, ajid Camllo to Gen. Castto by 
a * violento estraordinario,' forwarded tie same day from * El Rio ^ to Prefect 
MaDuel Caatro. Oastro, Doc., MS., ii, 103, 105. June I3tli, Sub-prefect 
Guerrero at Yerba Bnena to prefect, /d., ii. 112. Same to jucz of S. Jos6. 
S. Jos4t Arch.t Loose Papers, MS., 24. Same date^ Camllo to S. JoaS al- 
calde, Id.t ltl> AU agree that the ^ibustera claimed to be acting under 
Fr«^motit'a orders, and threatened to contiuue their depredatioup. LaiLCdv% 
Cruise, 49, tells ua that Gen. Castro received the news on June 12th, on the 
Salinas Eiver, hastening back to Monterey and dictating a letter — as he could 
only paint bis ^gnaturel — the same day to Manuel Castro caUing for aid. 
June 14th, Larkin to Gen. Castro, original in Arce, Doc, MS., 13. Juno 
14th> L. to Manuel Castro, original iu Doc. Hist. Col., M3.^ iii. 257; copies 
Jjarhm's Off, Corrcsp., MS,, i. 113; Saicnfcr's Doc., MS., 49. Jone 15th, Al- 
calde Pacheco to prefect. Haa aeen one MacGtiiits4 (MoKcnzie ?), who wan 
with ArcCf and saya that none of the filihnsters belonged to Fremont's partj'. 
He recognized only Merritt, and says that they claimed to fear that Caatro 
intended to nae the horaea to drive the aettlera away. Noriega baa not been 
heard of. Doc, Bist Cal., MS,, iii. 259. Larkin gave a brief account of the 
i^iair in iettera to the sec. atateon June 18th, 24th, and in a 'circular to 
several Americana' on July 8th, La^kin's Off. Citrrtsp., MS., i. 131j ii. 65; 
Baa^er^s Doc., MS.^ 55. 
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they arrived in Napa Valley in the forenoon of the 
12th. They remained there two days, and theirnum- 
ber was increased to 32 or 33, whose names, so far as 
they can be known, for no list has ever been made 
until now, are appended in a note,"* About midnight 
they started again over the range of hills separating 
the valleys ; and just before dawn on Sunday, June 
14th, were at the town of Sonoma,^ 

''Ezekie7 Memtt, Wm R Ide, John Grigaby, Robert Semple, H. L. 
Ford, Wm Todd, Wm Mlon, Wm Knight, Wm Hargra-ve. Sam. Kelaey, G. 
P. Swift. Sam. Gibson, W. W. Scott, Beny Dewell, Tlios C*>^v^e, Wm E. 
Elliott, Tboa Knight, HorocQ Sanders, Henry Booker, Dav. Hudson, Joim 
Sears, and most of tiie following: J, H. Kelly, C. C. Griffitli, Harvey For- 
terfield, John Scott, Ira Stebbins, Marion Wise, Ferguison, Ptfter Storm, Pat. 
McChristian, Bartlett Vinea^ Fowler, John Gibbs, Andrew Kelsey, and Benj. 
Kelaey. 

^^ There is no doubt about the date of arrival at Sonoma; but there is a 
possibility that they did not leave Bear Creek until the 12th, lajicey, Cruue, 
50, etc., takes that view of it. Ford, Bear Flag, MS,, 7-10, eays they started 
at 3 P. M. on the 10th, whicli, like all those given by this writer, is an impos- 
sible date. Ide, Biog, Sicetch, 120, etc., says It was at sunrise on the IJth, 
which is oqually impossible. These two authorities, however, are the best 
extant on detaila of the march; and aa they aeem to agree that one whole night 
Avaa spent in Napa Valley, I have little doubt that tbi^ atart ^\'as at 3 F- u- of 
the 11th. This is partially confirmed by the statement of Eaidridj?e, Daydof 
'46, MS., 21, etc., 35-8, that Grigsbyand Elliott made a tour through the 
valley to enliat the settlers the day Jjefore the attack was to be made. Yet 
Semple, Hesperian, iii. 388-9, gave the date of starting as the 12th. The 
date of taking Sonoma was incorrectly given by Fr<Sniont as the 15th, Letter 
to Benton in Niks' Reg,, btxi. 191; ajid the error has been often repeated. 
Newspaper discuaeiona on this di^te in recent years will have to be noticed 
presentlyinanotherconncctioD; they have been further complicated by Ford's 
error in making tho date of the capture June 12th. 

There is also a discrepancy about the composition of the party. Ide says 
13 men left the Sacramento, and were iacreased to 32 in Napa Volley, though 
he implies later that the whole number was 34. Ford makes the number 20 
at first* increased to 33 at Napa. Most authoritieB content themselves with 
stating that there were 33 men at last. The West Shore Qiizeieert Tolo Co., 
12-13, followed by Lanccy, says that 12 men out on an Indian expedition with 
Armijo, a Mesican, learned at Gordon^s of Merritt'a movement, and marched 
en maase to join hira. It is noticeahle that these 12 men added to Ford's 20 
make up Ide*s total of 32. There ia no agreement respecting the place of 
rendezvous in Napa Valley. Grigsby's, Kelsey's, and * Major Jiamard's' are 
mentioned. 

Baldridge, Days of '46, MS-, 5, saya that while Merritt was nominally the 
leader, Qrigsby had entire control of the affair. Sntter, Pers. Rtmin., MS.. 
147-50, says the 'band of robbers* were Fremont's men, implying that the 
captain went with them, and that some of Sutter's workmen and Indians 
went along. He confounds this with later events. Martin, Ntirr., MS., 24, 
tells ua that Fremont's men were disbanded, and immediately volunteered to 
tike Sonoma under comroand of Swifti Pat. McChristian, Narr,, MS., 1-5, 
claims that the company was organized according to previous notice, in the 
hills near Salvador Vallcjo's rancho. Boggs, ivowt Register, April 6, !872, 
copies an order sent in advance as follows: *Mr. Geo. Yount: -pleaae deliver 
to the Republic of California 1,000 bbls of flour — signed Wm B. Ide, gover- 
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In narratives of the time, and later, it was custom- 
ary to magnify the exploit of June 14th, by speaking 
of Sonoma as a Californian stronghold, a fort, a garri- 
soned town, taken by surprise, or even by a "gallant 
charge" without shedding of blood, so skilfully was 
the movement planned. There was, however, no gar- 
rison at Sonoma. The soldiers formerly in service 
there had been discharged some years before, during 
the Micheltorena troubles. Some of the citizens even 
were absent from the town, and there was no thought 
of even posting a sentineh It is true, there remained 
as relics of the old mihtary regime nine small cannon, 
a few of them still mounted, and over 200 muskets in 
the cuartel, with a small quantity of ammunition- All 
was technically public property, though in reality be- 
longing to Colonel Vallejo, who had not seen fit to 
deliver it to the general on his late visit. Two men 
residing there held commissions in the Mexican army; 
otherwise, a more peaceful burg than this stronghold 
of the Frontera del Norte on that Sunday morning 
it would be difficult to find. 

At daybreak Vallejo was aroused by a noise, and 
on looking out saw that his house was surrounded by 
armed men. This state of things was sufficiently alarm- 
ing in itself, and all the more so by reason of the un- 
couth and even ferocious aspect of the stracgers. Says 
Sample: ''Almostthewholepartywasdressed in leather 
hunting-shirts, many of them very greasy; taking the 

nor;' and gravely telU ua that tbo flour was delivered! Of course thia is pure 
invention. The same writer says that on reaching the Sonoma Valley, a 
Califoniian waa foond encamped, and was arrested to prevent his giving an 
alarm. The wheela of this man'a cart stood for years unmoved, marking the 
spot, Ide, Bioj, Sketch, 120-1, informs us that Gordon and 'Major Barnard,' 
at whose places they stopped, were liber^bl with their hospitality, bnt not will- 
ing to join the party- At Ifapa, 11 F. H,,on the 13th, 'sleep and drowsiness 
were on the point of delaying if not defeating our enterprise.' Ford and 
Lancey speak of an acldress by Serople before the departure from Napa. John 
FowIctj Wm Baldridge, T. W, Bradley, and others, according to their own 
statements, did not immediately join the company, which was regarded ns 
amply strong. Thos Knight, J^rly Events, MS,, 7*11, speaks, like Bogg&, 
of the arrest of a native before reaching- the town. Ide says the captain of 
the gnard was arrested a little way out, perhapj} referring to the same occnr- 
reiice. 
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whole party together^ they were about as rough a look- 
ing set of men as one could well imagine. It is not 
to be wondered at that any one would feel some 
dread in falling into their hands," And Vallejo him- 
self declares that there was by no means such a uni- 
formity of dress as a greasy hunting-shirt for each man 
would imply,^ Vallejo^s wife was even more alarmed 
than her husband^ whom she begged to escape by a 
back door, but who, deeming such a course undigni- 
fied as well as impracticable, hastily dressed, ordered 
the front door opened, and met the intruders as they 
entered his sala, demanding who was their chief and 
what their business. Not much progress in explana- 
tion was made at first, though it soon became apparent 
that the colonel, while he wa^ to consider himself a 
prisoner, was not in danger of any personal violence. 
Lieutenant-colonel Prudon and Captain Salvador Va- 
llejo entered the room a few minutes later, attracted by 
the noise, or possibly were arrested at their houses 
and brought there ; at any rate, they were put under 
arrest lite the colonel. Jacob P, Leese was sent for 
to serve as interpreter, after which mutual explanations 
progressed more favorably. 

Early in the ensuing negotiations between prisoners 
and filibusters, it became apparent that the latter had 
neither acknowledged leader nor regular plan of opera- 
tions beyond the seizure of government property and 
of the officers. Some were acting, as in the capture 
of Arce's horses, merely with a view to obtain arms,. 
animals, and hostages — to bring about hostilities, and 
at the same time to deprive the foe of his resources; 
others believed themselves to have undertaken a rev- 
olution, in which steps to be immediately taken were 
a formal declaration of independence and the election 
of officers, Merritt being regarded rather as a guide 
than captain. All seemed to agree, however, that 
they were acting under Fremont's orders, and this to 

^ Semple, iii Monterev (M^omia^y Sept. 5, 1846; Vall^o, JJist. Col. , MS-,, 
V. nj.etc. 
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the prisoners was the most assuring feature in the 
ease, Vallejo had for some time favored the annexa- 
tion of California to the United States. He had ex- 
pected aud often predicted a movement to that end. 
There is no foundation for the suspicion that the taking 
of Sonoma and his own capture were planned by him- 
self, in collusion with the filibuster chiefs, with a view 
to evade responsibility; yet it is certain that he had 
little if any objection to an enforced arrest by officers 
of the United States as a means of escaping from the 
delicacy of his position as a Mexican officer. Accord- 
ingly, being assured that the insurgents were acting 
under Fremont, he submitted to arrest, gave up keys 
to public property, and entered upon negotiations with 
a view to obtain guaranties of protection for non-com- 
batanta. 

The guaranties sought were then drawn up in writ- 
ing and signed by the respective parties. The orig- 
inals of those documents are in my possession, and are 
given in a note." 

^*Noh I. An exact copy, except that as the duplicates do not exactly agree 
in orthography and contraotionSf I h^ve written ea«h word correctly and iik 
full. 

^Conste por la presente quo^ habiendosido sorprendido por ananumeroaa 
fueraa armada que me toin6 prisiouero y d los gefea y oficiales que eataban de 

rarnicioti en eata plaza, de la que se apodcr6 la expreaada fuerza, habiendo 
encontrado ahaolutamente indefeiisa, tauto yo como lof* senorcs o^ciales que 
auftcriben comprometemoa mieatva paUbra do honor dc que eatando bajo las 
gar^intias de priBioDcros de guerrano tomaremosni d favor ni contra la repetida 
fuerza armada de quien heraoa recibido la iotimacion del moniento y un eacrito 
firznado que garantiza nue&tras vidas familiaa 4 intereaea y las de todo el vecin- 
dario de csta jurisdiccion mientras no hagamos opoaicion. Sonoma, Junio 14 
de 1846. M, G. Vallejo, Victor Pradon, Salvador Vallejo.' In English the 
document is aa follows: *Be it known by these preaente^ that» having been 
Bnrprised by a numeroua armed force which took me priaoneTj with the chief 
and officers belonging to the garrison of this place that the said force took 
poasesaion of, having found it abaolutely dcfenceleea* myaelf as well as the 
underaigned officers pledge our word of honor that, being under the guaranties 
of priaonera of war, we will not take up arms for or againat the aaid armed 
force, from which we have received the present intimation, and a signed 
writi[xg which guarantees oar lives, families, and property, and those W all 
the residents of this jurisdiction, so long as we make no opposition/ 

No. 2. * We, the underaigned, members of the republican party in Cali- 
fornia, having taken Geu. M. G. Vallejo, Licut-col. Victor Prudon, and Capt, 
D. Sa\vidor VaUejo as priaonera, pledge ourselves that in bo doing, or in any 
other portion of our actions, we will not disturb private propertyj moleat 
themselves, their families, or the citizema of the town of i^anoma or ita vicin- 
ity, our object alone being to prevent their opposition in the progreas of the 
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It was naturally to be expected, under the circum- 
stances, that the arrested officers would be released on 
parole. Such was evidently the view taken on both 
sides at first. Ford says there were some who fa- 
vored such a course, Leese, who had the best oppor- 
tunities for understanding the matter, and who gives 
a more detailed account than any other writer, tells us 
that such a decision was reached; and finally, the 
documents which I have presented, Nos 1 and 2 be- 
ing to all intents and purposes regular parole papers, 
leave no doubt upon the subject But now difficul- 
ties arose, respecting some phases of which there is 
contradictory testimony. 

Thus far only a few of the insurgent leaders had 
entered, or at least remained in the house; and the 
negotiations had in reality been conducted by Semple 
and Leese very much in their own way. Ide testi- 
fies that Merritt, Semple, and Wm Knight, the lat- 
ter accompanying the expedition merely as an inter- 
preter, were the first to enter the house, while the 
rest waited outside; that presently hearing nothing, 
they became impatient, determined to choose a cap- 
tain, and elected John Grigsby, who thereupon went 
in; and that after waiting what appeared an age, the 
men again lost patience and called upon the writer, 

f 

eiL[dB?] of the liberation*. , . — one or two words perhaps at the end, and the 
signatures, if there were any, are torn off. 

No. 3. *We, the undersigned, having resolved to eatablieh a government 
of on (upon?) refiublican principles^ in. coaDection with others of quv fellow- 
citizens, and having taken up arma to eapport it, we have taken three Mexi- 
can officers as prisoners, Gen. M. G. Valiejo, Lieut-col. Victor Pradon, and 
Capt. P. Salvador Vallejo, having formed and published to the world no rog- 
i2l^ plan of governments feei it our duty to say that it is not our auteution 
to take or injure any person who ia not found in opposition to the cau^^ nor 
will we take or destroy the property of private individuals further than is 
necesisaiy for our immediate support. Ezekiel Merritti H- Semple, William 
FalZon, Samuel Kelsay.' 

These important papers are found in Bear Flag Papm, MS., l&^SO, 60-1. 
They were given me hj- Gen. Vallejo. There are two aigned originals of no. 
1, one in the liandwtiting of Salvador Vallejo, and the other in that of Victor 
Prudon. In VaUejo, Doc., MS.^ xii. 226, is anotherincompleteand unsigned 
blotter copy. Nos 1 and 3 were printed in Matin Go. Hist., tt8-9, and Sonoma 
Co. Hist., 100-1, from copies furnished by mo to Gen. Vallejo. The English 
document is probably the work of Semple, hut possibly of Merritt, as mdi- 
cated by speliing and grammar. 
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Ide, to go and investigate tlie causes of delay. Now 
the discrepancies in testimony begin. Ide describes 
the state of things which met his view as follows: 
"The generaVs generous spirits gave proof of bis usual 
hospitality, as the richest wines and brandies sparkled 
in the glasses, and those who had thus unceremoniously 
met soon became merry companions; more especially 
the merry visitors. There sat Dr S., just modifying 
a long string of articles of capitulation. There sat 
Merritt, his head fallen; there sat Knight, no longer 
able to interpret; and there sat the new-made captain^ 
as mute as the seat he sat upon. The bottles had 
wellnigh vanquished the captors" 1^ Leese also states 
that brandy was a potent factor in that morning's 
events; but according to his version, it was on the com- 
pany outside that its influence was eserted, rendering 
them noisy and unmanageable, though an effort had 
been made by his advice to put the liquor out of 
reach.^^ I do not, however, deem it at all likely that 
the leaders drank more than it was customary to drink 
in a Californian's parlor, or more than they could carry; 
but that some of the rough characters in the company 
became intoxicated wc may well believe. 

At any rate, disagreement ensued; the men refused 
entirely to ratify the capitulation made by their former 
leaders, insisting that the prisoners must be sent to the 
Sacramento; some of them were inclined to be insub- 
ordinate and eager for plunder; while the lawless 
spirits were restrained from committing outrages by 
the eloquence of Semple and the voice of the majority; 
yet the leaders could not agree. Captain Grigsby de- 
clined to retain the leadership that had been confen'ed 
upon him. So William B. Ide was chosen in his stead; 
and the revolutionists immediately took possession of 
all public property, as well as of such horses and other 
private property as they needed, at the same time lock- 

^Ide'aBiog. Sketch, 123-6. 

^^ Leese's Bear Flap StateuJerU, MS,, 6-12. VaJIcjo, Jlist. Oal, MS., v. 
113, says that the Oanadiaa Beaulieu gave the men a barrel of aguardiente^ 
which caused all the trouble. 
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ing Up all citizens that could bo fouod.^^ It would seem 
that the second of the documents I have presented 
was torn, and the third drawn up and signed at an 
early stage of the disagreements, after it became ap- 
parent that it might be best to send the prisoners to 
the SacraEiento, the signatures showing that it could 
not have been later Vallejo, though not encouraged 

^' Leese, Bear Flagt MS., 6-12, aaya tliat after tlie capitulations were all 
completed he left the housej but returning half an hour later, ho fonnd all h\ 
confusion; Ide iusiated that the piisonera must he sent to Fi'^inout^s cajnp; 
Sample admitted that he conld not fully control the men, and said it wonld 
be better to yield; Fallon and * English Jim' notified Vallejo that they mnet 
h&ve SO horses in half an hour; otherainsiBtedonsearcbiug Vallejo'shou^ajid 
took all the arms and ammunition they could fiad; and finally they took 60 
horaea belonging to the writer, refusing his request to leave two that l>elonged 
to hia children. So great did the excitement become, and bo freely were some 
of the men drinking, that the writer feared peraonal violence. Leeae mentiou^ 
tho faet that McrriLt, haying once been struck by Salvador Vallejo, insistcil 
at firat on putting him in irons^ but was persuaded to foi^et his private griev- 
ances. This atciry in a more dramatic fonn has often been repeated. * With 
oil the keen resentment of a. brave man, Mr Merritt suddenly found this man 
in his power, the blood rushed to hia cheeka and hia eyes sparkled; he leaned 
forward likeamad tiger in thea^it of springing upon his prey, and in an ener- 
getic and manly tone said: "When 1 was your prisoner you struck me; now 
you are my prisoner, I will not strike you"' I is the way Semple tells it in. the 
Monterey CiUiforniajij Sept 5, 1846. Bon Salvador and Merritt were both 
men more likely to quarrel than to select bo magnanimous a method of re- 
venge. 

Another statement of Semple, Id,, has been very popular, 'A single 
man cried out. "Let us divide the spoils,'* but one oniversal, dark, indignant 
frown made him shrink from the presence of honest men, and from that time 
forward no man dared to hint anything hke violating the sanctity of a private 
house, or touching private property; so far did they carry this principle that 
they were unwilling to take the beef which was offered by oor prisoner'! 
* Their children in generations yet to come will look back with pleasure upon 
the commencement of a revolution carried on by their fathers upon principles 
high and holy as the laws of eternal justice.' Vallejo, ffkl. Cat., MS., v. 
114-15, thinks ttiat it waa only by the aealoua efforts of Semple, Grigsby^ 
Kelsey, and a few others that indiscriminate plunder was prevented- Many 
Caliiornians talk of plunder and other outrages that never occurred. Ido says, 
JHog. SIcetvhf 128: *Joy lighted up every mind, and in a moment all was 
secured; 18 prisoners, 9 brass cannon, 2^ stands of arms, and tt^ns of copper 
shot and other public property, of the value of 10 or 1200 dollars, was seized 
and held in trust for the public benefit.* Baldridge, Days o/'4^, MS., 5, 43- 
5, who was not one of those who took Sononm, gives a reoiark of Prudoa, 
'Boys, you have been a little too fast for us, we were going to serve you in the 
same way in just 10 days '! He also quotes Grigsby to the effect that some 
sailors announced their determination to have tho money which they knew 
to be in the house, but obeyed Grigaby*& order to desist, especially when two 
rifles were levelled at them. Martin, ^arr,, M8., 24-6, gives an al>surdly 
incorrect account of the taking of Sonoma, in which he pretends to have 
assisted; talks of 13 loaded cannon with matches burning which faced the 
attacking party] etc. Salvador Vallejo, JVc*as, MS., lOh-lTj tells a little 
truth about the afiair, mingled^ as nsiial in his testimony, with much that is 
too absurdly false to deceive any one. 
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at seeing that the leaders were not permitted by their 
followers to keep their promises, was not very much 
displeased at being sent to New Helvetia, He was 
assured that the insurgents were acting by Fremont's 
orders; his own views were known to be favorable to 
the schemes of the United States; and he had no rea- 
son to doubt that on meeting Freoiont he and his com- 
panions would at once be released on parole- 
Before the departure of the prisoners and their es- 
cort a formal meeting of the revolutionists was held. 
That Sample, secretary, made a speech counselling 
united action and moderation in the treatment of the 
natives, and that William B, Ide was chosen captain, 
is all that is known of this meeting,^ except what we 
may learn from Ide s narrative. The leaders differed 
in their ideas, not only respecting the disposition to be 
made of the prisoners, but about the chief object of 
the movement. Evidently there had been no defi- 
nitely arranged plan of operations. Fremont had sue- 
ceeded in bringing about a state of open hostility 
without committing himself Some of the men re- 
garded their movement as merely intended to provoke 
Castro to make an attack on Fremont; or at least they 
dreaded the responsibility of engaging in a regular rev- 
olution, especially when it was learned that no cue 
could produce any definite' promise from Fremont in 
black and white to support such a movement. Others 
were in favor of an immediate declaration of indepen- 
deuce. That such differences of opinion did exist as 
Ide states, is in itself by no means improbable; and 
it is confirmed to some extent by the fact that Grigsby 
did resign his leadership, and by the somewhat strange 
circumstance that three such prominent men as 
Grigsby, Merritt, and Semple should have left Sonoma 
to accompany the prisoners. Ide writes that when 
Grigsby heard that no positive orders from Fremont 
could be produced, his ''*fears of doing wrong' over- 

'^- Semple^ in Hpjtptnan^m, 388-0; and in First Steamship Pi&jt^rs, 17^^. 
Soe also Lanc€i/» Vntise, 57. 
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came his patriotism, and he interrupted the speaker by 
saying: 'Gentlemen, I have been deceived; I cannot 
go with you; I resign and back out of the scrape, I 
can take my family to the mountains as cheap as any 
of you'— and Dr S. at that moment led him into the 
house. Disorder and confusion prevailed. One swore 
he would not stay to guard prisoners; another swore 
we would all have our throats cut; another called for 
fresh horses; and all were on the move, every man for 
himself, when the speaker [Ide] resumed his effort., 
raising his voice louder and more loud, as the men re- 
ceded from the place, saying: *We need no horses; sad- 
dle no horse for me ; I can go to the Spaniards and make 
freemen of them. I will lay my bones here before I 
will take upon myself the ignominy of commencing an 
honorable work and then flee like cowards, like thieves, 
when no enemy is in sight. In vain will you say you 
had honorable motives. Who will believe it? Flee 
this day, and the longest life cannot wear out your dis- 
grace I Choose ye this day what you will be I We are 
robbers, or we must be conquerors!' and the speaker 
in despair turned his back upon his receding compan- 
ions. With new hope they rallied around the despond- 
ing speaker, made him their commander^ their chief; 
and his nest words commanded the taking of the 
fort." Subsequently "the three leaders of the party 
of the primitivej)lan of ^neutral conquest' left us alone 
in our glory." I find no reason to doubt that this ver- 
sion, though somewhat highly colored, is in substance 
accurate; that Merritt, having captured horses and 
prisoners, was content to rest on his laurels; that 
Grigsby was timid about assuming the responsibility 
of declaring independence without a positive assur- 
ance of Fremont's cooperation; that Semple, while in 
favor of independence, preferred that Sacramento 
should be the centre of operations, unless — what Va- 
Uejo and Leese also favored — Fremont could be in- 
duced to establish his headquarters at Sonoma; or 
finally, that Ide and his associates influenced the ma- 
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jority to complete their revolutionary work and take 
no backward steps. I think^ however, that Ide and 
all the rest counted confidently on Fremont's support; 
and that Semple and Grigsby were by no means re- 
garded as abandoning the cause when they left So- 
noma. 

It was about 11 a, m,, on June I4tb, when the three 
prisoners, accompanied by Leese as interpreter at 
their request and that of the captors — not himself a 
prisoner as has been generally stated — and guarded 
by Grigsby, Semple, Merritt, Hargrave, Knight, and 
four or five others,^ started on horses from vallejo'a 
herds for the Sacramento. It will be most convenient 
to follow them before proceediBg to narrate latter de- 
velopments at Sonoma. Before starting, and on the 
way, Vallejo was often questioned by Californians as 
to the situation of affairs; but could only counsel them 
to remain quiet, announcing that he Avould probably 
return within four or five days. His idea was that 
Fremont, after releasing him and his companions on 
parole, might be induced to establish his headquarters 
at Sonoma, an idea shared by Semple, Grigsby, and 
Leese. Relations between captives and captors were 
altogether friendly, except in the case of some hostile 
feeling among a few individuals against Don Salvador.*^ 

They encamped that night at Vaca's rancho. No 
special pains was taken to guard the prisoners, who 
with Leese slept on a pile of straw near the camp, 
Vallejo had desired to travel all night; but the men 
declined to do so, liaving had no sleep the night be- 
fore. Before dawn on the morning of the 15th, a 

^Lancey namea Kit Carson aa one of the guard, falling into theerrorfrom 
the fact that Carson accompanied Merritt from Fnimont's camp to Sutter's 
Fort. There were probably none of Frtoont*a men in the party that took 
Sonoma. Ide Bays the guard contained 10 men; Leeae says about 12 men. 
Both Ide and Ford state that the forco left behind was 24 men, which would 
indicate that the guard numbered 9. 

"^ Several writers state, without any foundation in fact, that Bon Sal^rador 
was arreated, not at 8onoma, but &t hia Napa rancho on the way to Sacra- 
mento. 
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Californian succeeded in MachiDg the captives, and 
informed Vallejo that a company of his countrymen 
had been organized to effect his rescue, and only 
awaited his orders. The colonel refused to permit 
such an attempt to be made, both because he had no 
reason to fear any unpleasant results from his Gn- 
forced visit to the Sacramento, and because he feared 
retaliation at Sonoma in case an attempt to escape 
should bring harm to any of the guard. ^^ On the 
15th the party reached Hardy's place on the Sacra- 
mento. Here Merritt left the others^ intending to 
visit Fremont's camp and return next morning; but 
as he did not come back, Leese with one companion 
started in the forenoon of the 16th also in quest of 
Fr^mpnt. Arriving at AUgeier's place, they learned 
that the captain had moved his camp to American 
River; and starting for that point, they rejoined their 
companions before arrival. Here Grigsby presented 
an order from Fremont for Leese's arrest, for which, 
so far as known, no explanation was given,^ 

Late in the afternoon they reached the camp, and 
the prisoners were brought into the presence of Fre- 
mont. That officer's reception of them was very dif- 
ferent from what had been anticipated. His words 
and manner were reserved and mysterious. He denied, 
when Vallejo demanded for what offence and by what 



" Leese^s Bear Flag, MS., 8-9. This writer thinks that Vallejo's course 
saved the Uves of all the guard, as tho eurprise would have been complete, 
and there were Bome desperate characters among the rescuers. Kevere, 
Tour of Duty, 65, heard a eimilar version from a person who was present, and 
tbab the Californians were under the command oi Juan PadUla, who waa ako 
the lucaseuger. Also Lancey'h Crm&e^ 57^ Vailojo, IRst. Gal., MS., v. 12t»- 
7, and Cajetano Joarea, Narrative^ MS., and in lavage. Doc., MS., i. 30-40, 
toll us that Juarez posted himself at the Forte^uela with a small force, send- 
ing his brother disguised as a womaik to notify Vallejo of his design to effect 
a rescue^ if permitted. By Boggg, Napa Register, April 6, 1872, we are in- 
formed that fiO or 70 of Gastro^a men sent to drive out the settlers intercepted 
the guard near Higucra's raucho, but were kept off by Vailejo'a shouts that 
he was in danger of being shot if they came nearer! And in the Sacramento 
Record-Union^ March 15, 1876, wo read of the attempted rescue at Napa, 
which failed by reason of Grigsby*s coolness in threatening to shoot the pris- 
oners! 

•"Leese'a account is con6nned by a letter written by Vallejo while in 
prison, to be noticed later. 
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authority he had caused their arrest, that he was iu 
any way responsible for what had been done; declared 
that they were prisoners of the people, who had been 
driven to revolt for self-protection; refused to accept 
their paroles; and sent them that same night, under 
a guard composed in part if not wholly of his own 
men — Kit Carson and Merritt being sent in advance — 
to be locked up at Sutter's Fort.^ 

^VftUeJo, Hltd. Oal., MS., v, 122-S, thinks that Fremont was not un- 
friendlyj but that he dared not oppoae tlie popular feeling of the rough trap- 
pera aod eettlers. Leeae, on tha other hand, very angry of conraa that no 
ejcplaaation was given of hia own arrest, except that he waa 'a bad man/ 
blames Fremont excloaively, deacribing hia worda and actions as arbitrary 
and offenaiye in the extreme. The arrival of Caraon and Merritt» and that 
of the piiBoaera later^ are recorded in N. Helvetia Diary^ MS., 52; 8\dt^^9 
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Captain Sutter was still nominally in command at 
the fort. The turn affairs were taking sadly inter- 
fered with his plans of selling the establishment^ 
though he was not without hopes that the revolt 
might in one way or another be made to advance his 
personal interests. Had his plans in this respect, and 
especially his recent advice to Castro to garrison the 
fort against Americans, been fully known to the in- 
sui^ente, he also would have been put under arrest. 
As it was, while he was not fully trusted, neither was 
he much feared. He doubtless gave to Hensley and 
others assurances of secret support, and was there- 
fore excused from active participation, though he was 
closely watched the while. It is well known, being 
also admitted by himself, that his relations with Fre- 
mont were not friendly/ What understanding had 

^ Sutter, Person. Eemin., MS., 140-^« in a very iDacoarate sketch of these 
timeSf olaims to have been acMng in good faith as anally of tbo U. S,, renoniiC' 
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been reached at the time of Carson's arrival or earlier 
is not kaown; but when the prisouers arrived, Sutter 
simply obeyed Fremont's instructions, and they were 
locked up in one of the rooms of the fort, to pass the 
night in not very agreeable meditations on their unfor- 
tunate condition, mingled at times with regret that they 
had not availed themselves of a favorable opportunity 
to ^eape. Vallejo states further that their room con- 
tained no furniture except some rude benches; that 
no blankets were furnished for that first night; and 
that they were without food or water till U a, m, next 
day, when an Indian was sent in with a pot of soup 
and meat which they were free to eat as best thoy 
could without spoons or dishes, "Doubtless God had 
decreed," writes the general, "that June 1846 was 
to be the black month of my life/^ With a view to 
render all safe, and to guard against the effects of any 
possible sympathy of Sutter for his brother officers, E, 
M, Kern was stationed at New Helvetia with a small 
detachment of Fremont's men to guard the captives.^ 
Having once opened hostilities, the filibusters are 
not to be blamed for seizing Sonoma or for arresting 
the Mexican officers; and liaving once arrested them, 
it was perhaps for the best to send them to the Sac- 
ramento; or at least, it is not strange that the leaders 
could not control their rough associates and were 

in^ \iia allegiance to Mexico by opening bid gates to Fremont 1 He ad- 
mita that F. acted suapiciously, was *shy' of him, and had him closely 
watched, the men he finally left at the fort being really spiea rather than a 
garrison. He attributes P. 'e dislike to the affair of thestolenhoreeajuat he- 
fore the capt went to Oregon, S. claims also to have earnestly disapproved 
the ontrage on Vallejo and liis companions. BidwelU Ccd, in 1841-S, MS., 
164-7, telU na that Sutter had denounced the taking of Arce^a horsea^ which 

reatly diapleased Fremont, so that when he came down to the fort Jie told 
that if he did not like what was being done ho might go and join the 
Mexicans. 

'Abont Kem*s command at the fort there is not much information ex- 
tant. Possibly he was not stationed there until Fremont started for Sonoma. 
Henslev, however, tefltiraony in Fre^mont^s Col. Claims^ 34, states that it was 
before his own departure for the south, that is, on the IGtbj aud Leese repre- 
sents that the prisoners were deliTered to Kem at first. There are frequent 
references, to the fact of his being in command in later correpondence, Sat- 
ter speaks of the garrison of spies left at Fri^mont's departure. Tho ZHaries 
contain no intimation of any other authority than Sutter's. 
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forced to break a solemn agreement. But once at 
Sutter's, for Fr<Smont and his fellow-revolutionists to 
put the captives in prison, and keep them there, dis- 
regarding past pledges, demands for justice, or expla- 
nations, and especially Vallcjo'a rank and well known 
sympathies and honorable character, as well as Leese's 
nationality, was a gross and inexcusable outrage. It 
was a severe blow to Vallejo's pride, and a most un- 
generous return for his many acts of kindness to 
American settlers, his influence In behalf of annexa- 
tion to the United States^ and the ready confidence 
with which, counselling his countrymen against resist- 
ance, he had given bis parole, and intrusted himself 
to the protection of a man whom he regarded as an 
officer and a gentleman. 

The Sonoma prisoners remained iu confinement at 
New Helvetia until August, being released, under 
circumstances to be noticed later, after the revolution 
was at an end, and the conquest by the United States 
had begun. Jos^ Noriega and Vicente Peralta, mak- 
ing their appearance at the fort shortly after the out- 
break, were added to the number; and Juho Carrillo, 
Vallejo's brother-in-law, coming later from Sonoma 
under a passport to assure the colonel of his family's 
safety, shared the same fate. Respecting the prison- 
ers' experience and treatment during their confine- 
ment, evidence is meagre and contradictory. I attach 
but httle importance to the complaints of later years, 
coming from the prisoners themselves, and exagger- 
ated by their friends, complaints involving gross ill- 
treatment and cruelty; nor on the other hand do I 
credit the statement of Sutter that the captives "were 
placed in my best rooms, and treated with every con- 
sideration; took their meals at my table, and walked 
out with me in the evening; their room was not 
guarded night or day, nor did any guard accompany 
them when they walked." There is no reason, how- 
ever, to doubt that Sutter himself was disposed to 
treat them kindly, or perhaps that he was chided by 
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Fremont for his kindness.^ The truth is, that Vallejo 
and his companions were kept in close confinement for 
nearly two months, in rougli and inconvenient quar- 
ters. They were fed with coarse food, and were al- 
lowed no communication with friends or families. 
The few letters allowed to pass from the prison were 
closely examined by Fremont's men ; not the slightest 
attention was paid to their appeals for justice; and 
they were occasionally insulted by an irresponsible 
guard. This was the sum and substance of their 
grievance, and it was indeed a serious one. Their 
mental sufferings arising from anxiety for family and 
property, as well as from wounded pride, were greater 
than those of the body resulting from hunger or hard 
beds, Vallejo had never been in all respects a popu- 
lar man in California; and now there were not want- 
ing among his countrymen those who expressed a 
degree of satisfaction that the ^autocrat of Sonoma '^ 

^ Sutter's Pers. Eentin., MS., 14S, etc- He saya that after ^Fr^Smont'a firat 
oomplaint, the priaonera were put in charge of Loker^ and later of Bidwell, 
who treated them nob nmch lesa kindly than Sutter himself- He did not 
ceaao his viaita and care for them imtU warned tlirough Townsend that he 
would be hiniself arreted. He ignores Kem altogether. In hiaDiarp, S, he 
aays: ^I have treated them with Kindness and ao good aa I could, which was 
reported to Pr^mont, and he then told me that prisoners ought not to be 
treated so; theu I told hira if it is not right how I treatthem, to give them in 
charge of somebody else.* Revere, Tour of Ikdy, 74-5, Baya they were rigor- 
ously guarded, the jailers being suapiciouB and diatruatful, going so far aa to' 
threaten to shoot Sutter for the crime of being polite. Marshall, Statement, 
HS.t 2, who was there at the time, says tlaat butter allowed the prisoners to 
walk about on parole, until Fremont threatened to hang him should any ea- 
CApe. Leese> Bear iTag, MS*, 16, says Also that Sutter called often to en- 
courage them, until Frdmontthreatenod tohanghimif he continued his visits. 
Vallejo, HisL Cal., MS., iv. 3S7-91; v. 128-04, 183, 199-200. speaks of 
* Charles^^ who was one of the guards at the prison. He had been greatly 
befriended by Salvador Vallejo the year before, but ^gratitude has no place in 
the Missonriau heart.' On one occasioQ, loaves of biead from Sonoma were 
admitted, each of which had a coin in ita eenlre. ' Blue Jaeket, ' one of the 
worst of the gnardsj died soon after of hydrophobia from the bite of a skunk. 
Chaa E. Pickett arrived from Oregon during the captivity, and gained Va- 
llcjo's life-long friendship by his sympathy ajid kioiDess. I have no doubt 
that Vallejo exaggerates the cruelty with which they were treated- His 
charges are genem and indefinite; and those of others are as a rule absurd. 
Salvador Vallejo la somewhat more moderate on this topic than on most 
othei-a. What troubled him most was the coming of the sentinel each day to 
see if the 'damned creaaers' were still safe. Hargrave, Cal, in 1346, MS., 7, 
111 says Vallejo had no cause for complaint, and was very comfortably lodged 
at the fort. Osio, Hist. Col., MS., 4&>, says VaJlejo was treated as ho had 
treated his southern prisoners at Sonoma- — that is, very badly. 
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waa reaping the rewards of long 'coquetting' with the 
Americans. I have some of the letters written by the 
captives, which I cite briefly in a note. To the CaH- 
fornians they wrote that all was well with them, urg- 
ing submission rather than resistance; to others they 
spoke only of their arbitrary and unjust Imprisonment, 
demanding release or a specification of the charges 
against them. The absence of complaints of personal 
ill-treatment has perhaps no significance, as such com- 
plaints would not have been allowed to pass. Fur- 
ther correspondence relating to their release will be 
noticed in due time.* 

Before returning to Sonoma, let us glance briefly 

and in chronologic order, first, at events on the Sac- 

* June 28th, Pnjdon to Joed de la Koea. He and the rest still held. Docs 
not know how long it la to continue. Not allowed to communicate with any 
one. Vali^o, Doc., MS,, xii. 228. July 6th, Valiejo to hia brother, Josd de 
JesuH V, They are not dead as haa been reported. Robt Eidlcy is named 
as one of the prisonora. Their situatton is not very bad, but indiapenaable 
for the new order of things. There ia reaaon to belieTe there will be an entire 
change fonnded in justice^ which will raiae the country from its miserable con- 
dition. They wOlil be eternally grateful to Sutter for kindneaa shown. They 
have been aoleninly promiaed that their persons, property, and families shall 
be respected. The writer charges hia brother to niake all tiiis public. Vall^'o, 
Doc., MS,, xxsiv. 216. July 6th, W, A, Bartlett, Sonoma, to Valiejo, at 
whose house he and Dr Hendereon are. Mrs V. as cheerful as could be ex- 
pected. All hoping for hia early return. Id,, xii. 229, July 10th, Y. to Fre- 
mont, complaining that F. had not come to see him as he promised, Ourim- 
priaoument, *as you know, has been made more severe, with absolute incom- 
raunication since June 16th.* Is it to end now that the U. S. flag ia flyin 
over the fort? — insuring a.3 h© hopes a prosperona future for hia country. Blot- 
ter in Bear Flag Papera, MS. tfuly 23d, Pnidon to Larkin from the 'iMson 
of the Sacramento,' complaining of an 'unjust, severe, and prolonged imprison- 
ment, ' and asking L. to use his infiuence for their liberation. * Our situation 
is most lamentable, and its horrors are augmented by oar absolute incommu- 
nication, so that we could not know what was passing outside, or others what 
wo wore suffering within, I have written a journal, which at the propertimc 
will come to light. ' They liave received Larkin's letter of the 1 6th ; and they 
send a representation for Com. Sloat, who is doubtless not aware of their in- 
irjuitous treatment. 2jarJ:in, DoCf MS., iv. 221-2. July 23d, Valiejo to Lar- 
kin of same general purport. Cannot understand why they are still detained 
now that he has seen the U. S. flag fijing. Alludes to the written guaranties 
given on June 14th, which axe still in bis possession, and which were violated 
* before the ink of the signatures had time to dry. * Their cattle have been 
driven off dnring their imprisonment, Spanish, and translation, in Larkin'.t 
Doc , MS.» iv. 219, 223. No date (July 23d?), Valiejo to (Sloat?) dying a 
brief and clear narrative of their capture and unjust confinement. This ac- 
count confirms Leese's narrative in all essential parts, though leas complete. 
The writer pate hia wron^ in a very strong light, and cannot believe that 
those wrongs are continued with the knowledge of U. S. officers. Blotter iu 
Bear Flag Papery, MS., 63-6- 
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ramento, and then at occurrences south of the bay 
during the whole revolutionary period, though sonae 
of them have been or will be noticed more fully else- 
where. It was on June 10th that Arce's hoi'ses were 
taken on the Cosumnes. On the 11th Hensley and 
Reading arrived at the fort from up the river; and 
this afternoon or the nest Merritt and his men left 
camp for Sonoma. On the 12th or 13th* Gillespie 
arrived from Yerba Buena in the Portsmouth^ slsLUuch, 
accompanied by several officers of the navy^ and bring- 
ing a boat-load of supplies for Fremont, proceeding 
with Hensley in the launch to the American River. 
Fremont came dowQ with a part of his force, as Gil- 
lespie states, on the 13th, encamping near the mouth 
of the American; while the main body encamped on 
the 15th, eight or ten miles farther up that stream. 
The captives taken at Sonoma on the 14th reached 
Fremont's camp in the afternoon of the 16th. Car- 
son and Herritt started at once for Sutter's, while 
Hensley and Reading were despatched ostensibly on 
a hunting tour, but really to talk politics with Marsh, 
and learn the situation south of the bay/ The pris- 
oners were locked up in the fort at nightfall, as we 
have seen- On the l7th, the supplies having been 
delivered, Gillespie and Fremont went up the Amer- 
ican to join the main body, while the PortsmoutKs 
launch started for Sauzalito, The supplies in ques- 
tion were fiirniahed by Montgomery, on the requisi- 
tion of Fremont as an officer of the United States. 
It was on its face a perfectly legitimate transaction; 
and I know of no reason to suppose that Montgomery 
was informed by Gillespie of the revolutionary pro- 
ject on foot.^ This aame day, the 17th, three men, 

■ In JV. Rdvetia Diary^ MS., 5i, and SviUr*s Diofry, 8, the latter date ia 
given; the former in Gilleapie^s testimony. Fr^ont's Col. Claims, 26-7. 

*Tkc dates, etc., are fiicd by the diarieB^ tbo motiv© by Henslcy*a tes- 
timony. Fr^TnonfB Cal. CltdTTts, 34. 

^ In hia letter to Benton, Niles* Beg.t Issi. 191, Fremont saya he wrote 
to Montgomery by the returning launch, ^dcacribing to him fnUy my position 
and tutentionSj in order that he mi^ht not by suppoaing me to be ac&ig un- 
der ordera from our govt unwittingly commit himself,' etc. 
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Wise, Ferguson, aod Stcbbins, arrived at the fort 
from Sonoma, presumably with news, as they started 
at once for Fremont's camp. On the 18th a courier 
came from Sonoma with a letter from Captain Mont- 
gomery. Fremont with twenty men visited the fort 
on the 19th; and Jos^ Noriega, a Spaniard from San 
Josd, made his appearance and was detained; and 
noxt day Vicente Peralta, coming back from a visit 
up the river, shared the same fate. It was also on 
the 20th that Heneley and Reading returned from 
below, hastening to Fremont's camp with the report 
that Castro was preparing for a hostile movement, a 
report confirmed by John Nea], who brought news 
that a force was crossing the bay to attack Sonoma, 
It was on or about this date that Julio CarriUo arrived 
and was imprisoned. On the 21st Fremont arrived 
near the fort; and next day, leaving a small garrison 
— his company being reenforced by Hensley, Reading, 
and many trappers and settlers — he marched for 
Sonoma,^ On the 23d a party, including Bidwell, 
was sent toward the Cosumnes to learn whether any 
foes were approaching from below, and to make 
arrangements for a watch to be kept by the Indians, 
Friday the 26th was marked by the arrival of Lieu- 
tenant Revere and Dr Henderson of the Portsmouth, 
who came up from SauzaUto on the ship's launch;^ 
and also by that of a small party of immigrants from 
Oregon. Nest day Henderson departed for Sonoma 
with a small party; on the 28th Lieutenant Bartlett 
and Dr Townsend arrived from Yerba Bucna; and 
on the 29th Bartlett started with Bidwell for Sono- 

* In hig letter to Benton, Fremont, aaya he broke camp on the American 
Fork on the 23d. This may mean that ^ter leaving Sutter^s he camped at 
the month of that stream and Btart^ next morning for Sonoma, Lanoey^ 
Crui^y 64, contirma this, and apeaka of Harrison Peirce coming into camp on 
tke 23(1 with news of great alarm at Sonoma. 

^Bcveve, Ti^ur of Dutyt 66-7o, gives no dates and few details of occur- 
rences from his own observations on this trip. He had an interview with 
Vallejo, ^ which It was eaay to see excited a very ridicnlons amonnt of sus- 
picion on the part of bis vigilant jailers, whose position, however, aa revolu- 
tionistfl was a little ticklish, and excited in them that distmst which in dan- 
gerous times ia inseparable from low and ignorant minds- * 
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ma;^" while Rcvore returned down the river by boat- 
It was on July 8tb that Robert Ridley was sent up 
from below and was added to the number of prison- 
ers. It was on July 10th, the day of Fremont's 
arrival from Sonoma, that news came of the raising 
of the stars and stripes at Monterey; and next day 
that flag was raised over Sutter's Fort, of which event 
more anon. 

South of the bay, as we have seen, public attention 
was directed mainly on the 13th and 14th of June to 
the taking of Area's horses: next day came the news 
that Sonoma was in the hands of American insur- 
gents, and that Vallejo with other officers were pris- 
oners. I find four written records of this news, 
bearing date of June 15th. The first is a communi- 
cation from Sub-prefect Guerrero to the prefect. He 
had received the tidings at Yerba Buena verbally 
from Joaquin Carrillo, the second alcalde of Sonoma, 
who had run away when he saw the arrest of Ber- 
reyesa, the first alcalde.^' The second was sent by 
Justice Estudillo at San Leandro to Alcalde Pacheco 
at San Jos^. He obtained his information from Rafael 
F^llx, whom Vallejo had despatched as a messenger 
to his brother Don Jesus, and who had arrived at 1 1 
p» M,^ The third record m that of an interview on 
the Portsmouth at Sauzalito between Captain Mont- 
gomery and Jos^ de la Rosa, Lieutenant Bartlett 
serving aa interpreter and secretary. Rosa had been 
sent by Vallejo — just before the latter started for the 
SacramentOj though he had not been able to leave 

^•^lu SuUer'a JHary, 8, it ia stated that Bartlett 'organized the garriBon/ 
which is nuintelligiblo. After Bidweira departure the diary at New Helve- 
tia waa practically suspended until Hay 1847. 

"June 15, 1846, Guerrero to Castro. Castro, Doc, MS., ii. 115. The 
party that took Sonoma was composed of 70 men under the * Doctor of the 
Sacramento,* and another man whom Salvador Vallejo knew from once having 
had a quarrel with him (Mertitt). 

^2 June 15, 1846, Estudillo to Pacheco, in Doc. Tlist. Cat., MS^ iil. 2il8. 
He wrote also to the prefect »t the same time. This report was that the pris- 
oners, guarded by 12 roeo under Herritfc, had passed the rancho of Cayetano 
JuarcK en route for Feathtr Kiver. 
HiHT. Cal., Vol. V. 9 
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Sonoma until 3 p. m.— to inform Montgomery of what 
had occurred^ *^and to ask of him to exercise his 
authority or use his influence to prevent the commis- 
sion of acts of violence, inasmuch as they seemed to 
be without any effectual head or authority; and to 
this end he hoped for an officer to be sent to the 
place^ or a letter that would have the effect of saving 
the helpless inhabitants from violence and anarchy," 
The captain's response, which Rosa promised to de- 
liver to Vallejo at the earliest possible moment, was 
to disavow in the most explicit terms any knowledge 
of or authority for the movement on the part of the 
United States, of himself, or even of Fremont; to de- 
clare that he could not officially interfere in any man- 
ner with local, political, or criminal affairs in no way 
concerning his government; but to proffer personal 
sympathy and express his willingness to exert his 
individual influence for the protection of innocent 
persons.^ 

Besides the message sent back by Roaa, Montgom- 
ery decided to send an officer as requested. He 
selected Lieutenant John S. Misroon for the mission, 
and his instructions given on the evening of the 15tb, 
with a supplement next morning, form the fourth of 
the records to which I have alluded. Misroon, being 
fully informed respecting Rosa's report and the reply 
that had been given, was directed to visit the insur- 
gent leader; to make known the "state of apprehen- 
sion and terror" Into which the Californian people had 
been thrown by the late movement; to "request from 
me that ho will extend his protecting care over the 
defenceless families of their prisoners and other inof- 
fensive persons of Sonoma;" to impress the minds of 
those in power ^'with a sense of the advantages which 
will accrue to their cause, whatever its intrinsic merits 
may be, from pursuing a course of kind and benevolent 

"June 15, 1846, record of interview. Copy of original by Bartlett. 
Rosa flaid there were 80 men in the party; otberwise his verflton was a vory 
accurate one. Montgomery in his reply espreaaed a belief that there waa 
no danger of violence to non-combat»uts. Bear Flag Papers, MS., i6-9. 
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treatment of prisoners*' and of the Californians opener- 
ally ; and finally, to explain liis missioiifully to the civil 
authorities of Sonoma, conveying to them such assur- 
ances as he might have obtained from the insurgents, 
but avoiding any discussion or remarks respecting the 
merits of the revolt,^* The lieutenant was conveyed 
across the bay in the ship's boat, reached Sonoma late 
on the 16th, remained until the nest noon, and at sun- 
set of the 17th was back at the ship. Of his experience 
at Sonoma I shall have more to say later; but his re- 
port was most reassuring, being to the effect that the 
insurgents intended no violence to the persons or prop- 
erty of non-combatants; that the ''utmost harmony and 
good order prevailed In camp;" and that Vallejo was 
held merely as a hostage,^^ Before Misroon's de- 
parture William L. Todd had arrived as a courier from 
Ide direct to Montgomery; and he went back in the 
same boat with Misroon- 

The tidings from the north of course spread rap- 
idly in the next fow days, and were the topic of many 
communications, both among natives and foreigners," 

"June 15th, I6th. Montgomery's instmotionfl to Miwoon. Bartlett'a or- 
iginal copy in Bear Flag Papers, MS- , 50-2. 

'^June 18, 1846, Miaroon's report to Montgomery. Bear Flag PaperB, 
MS. , &3-7- The report included a copy of Ide*B prockunation, and described 
tlie^oj;. 

"June 16, 1846, Capt. Montgomery to Larkin.pvin^ a brief account of the 
affair &t Sonoma, aa reported by Rosa and Todd, LarhtCB Doe,, MS- , iv. 158. 
Prefect Caatro to alcaldes. Telia the news, and ordera a meeting of ayuut., 
that the people may be called to arms. Castro, Doc, MS., U, 117- Gen. 
Castro to alcalde 3- Joa^. la adopting meaanrea to reaiat the forei;^ iikva- 
aion which haa begun. S. /os^* Arch^^ Loose Papers, MS., 47- Gen. Castro 
to hia Boldiera. Refers to the Sonoma outrage. Trusts they wilt march en- 
thusiastically to break the chain that is being wound about them. B^pt. SL 
Pap., MS., vii. 58-9. June 17th, LeidesdorfF at Yerba Buena to lirkin. 
Gives no detwla, as Montgomery haa written. Gillespie will probably be 
back in a few day 9. Castro ia at StaCniz preparing to go up the Sacramento 
and put things r^ht. The writer is very bitter against Capt, Hinckley, who 
is a Mexican at heart, and who haa said *the Californians are foolaif they do 
not at once take the same number of Americans prisoners. ' (Hinckley died a 
few days later,) LarJdn^s Doc., MS-, iv. 160, Same day, Leidesdorff's receipt 
for $3d.25 from U. 3. consul for a uxeaseriger gmng the newa, Monterejf, Con- 
mdole Arch., MS-, ii. IS*. Fran- Arce to Manuel Castro from Sta Clara, 
The hoar oi the country's suffering has now arrivedn They are invaded on 
all sides. Cojtlro^ Doc, MS., ii. 122. Prefect Caatro to min. of rel. Inva- 
sion of the northern frontier by Fr^mo-nt, aided by the commander of the 
PortamGuih. All that is possible being done for defence- Hopes Mexico will 
not abandon Cal. Id., ii. 121. June iSth, Larkin to sec. state. Does not 
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The current ideas of what had happened were, as a 
rule, tolerably accurate. It was understood that 
Fremont was at the bottom of the movement; and 
this led many of the Californians to believe errone- 
ously that he acted under instructions from the gov- 
ernment at Washington, and that Montgomery, es- 
pecially as he had just sent a boat-load of supplies to 
Fr^montj was also in the plot. The reported raising 
of a strange and unheard-of flag by t le tnsui^ents 
was alarming to many of the natives, but much less 
so than if it had not been supposed that the bear and 
star were but a temporary substitute for the stars 
and stripes. Even Americans were disposed to think 
that Fremont was acting under instructions, else their 
surprise would have been much greater. 

The first measure of defence, naturally from a Mex- 
ican standpoint, was a patriotic proclamation. Gen- 
eral Castro issued two of them on June l7th from his 
headquarters at Santa Clara, I reproduce them in a 
iiote,^^ The first was an appeal to the California!^ to 



know if the reports are tnie or not. Fn^mont aod Gillespie suspected of be- 
ing At the root of the matter. Many believe the U, S. constd naa known of 
tbe plana all aloi^. Larhm's 0£, Corret!p., MS., ii. 65-6. June Wh, Leides- 
dorff to Larkin, Gives an account from *the only aothentic nourcea' So 
disorders at Sonoma. FuU gnaroutiee. All property taken paid for, etc. Id., 
JJoc, MS., iv^. Ui7. June 20th, Montgomery to Leidesdorff. Is Burprieed to 
learn by hia letter that 200 men have been collected to oppose the inianrgeuta. 
The launch has returned frojn !Fr^mont, The prisonera were taken to hia 
camp by the requeut of Vallejo. Fremont's neutral poaition did not allow 
his taking charge of them, so they were removed to Sutter's, where they are 
detained aa host^es. Sutter has joiTicd tho iaaurcents. The insurgent force 
must have inoreaaed cotiaidetBhly. Doubts that thuy can eaailybe Burprised. 
The men know how to use their arms. 'My position, you know, is neutral. T 
am a mere obserTorof iiaaaingcveDta, .1 know no way eonajstently with 
this vit!W of doing what you name^ but feel not much concerned on that ac- 
count, for reafiona before stated.' Shall move to Yerba Buena (from Sauza- 
Jito) next week, ii it be found expedient/ i^ltcA, Doc.^ MS., 3fl4. 

^'Theorieiual of the first ia found in De^^ St. Pap,^ MS., vii. 239, appar- 
ently in Arces writing with Caatro's signature. In respect of style, grammar, 
and orthography, it ia very bad^ defying literal translation. I have found no 
original or Spanish copy of the 2d proclamation. Throe seta of translations 
are extant: one, inaeourato in soma reapeeta, iu the Monterey Californ.vint 
Sept. 12, JR40; and 5. F. Cali/cmtiait^ June 5^ 1847; another, slightly cor- 
rected, in Brpantr^a WhtU I Smi? in Ctd., 293-4, followed with sJighb changes 
in Lancef/^ Cruise, 62-3; Marin Co. Hist,, 77-9, and other locai histories; and 
a third was tJiat made for I^rkin from the original, more nearly literal than 
the others, in itwHn-'s Off. Corregp., MS., ii. ;0-l; Sawi/er^s Dtx.., MS,, 52, 
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fight in defence of their country; and the second a 
promise of protection to all foreign residents taking 
no part in the revolt. Both documents wore of the 
type usually employed in such cases by officers of Latin 
i-ace — and by many of other races— to arouse the pa- 
triotism of those under their command, and to *savu 
their responsibility' with superiors. They were in 
substance what circumstances required, and by no 
means so absurdly bombastic as it has been the fashion 
to regard them. It is true that the outrage at So- 
noma was attributed to the 'contemptible policy' of 
the United States; but Castro had every reason to 
suppose Fremont to be acting under instructions, and 
had this been so, the policy, in connection with the 
recent acts and utterances of Larkin and other agents 
of their government, would have been indeed 'con- 
temptible.' 

■60-1. The foUowiug vea^n varieB slightly here and there from either of the 
three i 

*The citia^en Jos^ Caatro, Hent-col. of cavalry in the Mexican army, an^ 
^raamlante general ad interim of the department of Califomias. Fellow-cit- 
izens: The contemptible policy of the agents of the government of the U. S. 
of the north has induced s. number of adventurers, regardless of the rights of 
men, to boldly undertake an invasion, by posacssing Siemaelvea of the town 
of Sonoma, and taking by aurprise the military commander of that frontier, 
CoL Don M. G, VallejoT Lieut-col. Don Victor Prudon, Capt. Don Salvador 
Yallejo, and Mr Jacob P. Leeso. Fellow -eountrjrTnon: The defence of our 
liberty, of the religion of our fathers, and of our independence impels ua to 
sacrifice ouraelvea rather than lose these inestimable blessings. Banish from 
jour hearts all petty reseiitmenta; toniutid behold those families and children 
nnfortnnately in the bands of our foes — snatched from the bosoms of their 
fathers, -who are prisoners mnong foreigners, and who loudly call on ua for 
sucoor. There ii9 yet time for us toriiaeeci masse, irresistible and just. Doubt 
not that dLvino providence will guide us to glory. Nor shoiild yon doubt 
that in this headquarters, notwithstanding the «mallneaa of the garrison, tbo 
hrst to eacrifice himself will be your fellow -citizen and friend, Joa4 Cunstro. 
Headijuarters at Sta Clara, Jmie 17, 184-6. ' 

*The citizen Jos^ Castro, etc All foreigners residing among us, occupied 
in their business, niay rest assured of protection from all anthoritios of the 
ib?partment ro long as they take no part in revolutionary movemente. The 
comasLdaacia in my charge will never proceed lightly against any person wliat- 
ever, iieith'^r will it be influenced by mere words without proofs; declarations 
fihall be taken, proof exacted, and the liberty and rights of the laboriona^ ever 
commendable, ahall be protected. Let the fortune of war take its chance 
with those ungrateful persons who witli arms in their hands have attacked 
the country, forgetting that in former times they were treated by the nnder- 
«igned with his characteristic indulgence. Impartial iGhahitants of the dept 
arc witncaaoa to the truth of this. I have notldng to fear; duty leads me to 
death or victory- I am a Mexican soldier, and I will be free and independ- 
ent, or die with pleasure for those inestmable blessings, Tos*^ Castro/ etc. 
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Prefect Manuel Castro cooperated with the gen- 
eral in his eflForts to prepare for defence, as did the 
different alcaldes to some extent; but the response on 
the part of the people was not a very hearty one- 
With considerable difficulty Castro succeeded in in- 
creasing his force to about one hundred and sixty in 
ten days; a force organized in three divisions under 
the command of J. A, Carrillo, Joaquin de la Torre, 
and Manuel Castro respectively,^^ It was his inten- 

^^ Castro in a letter to Pico oil June 2oth givealftOas the total of his force. 
Oaetro, Dgc, MS., ii. 127. There ia do other (definite conteniporary record, 
on the subject, I give the following r^sum^ of correspondence: 

June 17, 184G» Gen. Castro to Pico_ An earnest appeal for P. 'a coopera- 
tion. All resentment should be dropped. Let ua act together, and give an 
exampleof patriotifioi. DepL SLPwp., MS., vii. 60-1, 119. June 17th, bando 
pofltea by Alcalde Escatnilla of Monterey. All Bubordinate local officials 
muat call upou the citiacna to rise. Every one having horaea muat contrib- 
ute tbem by 10 o'clock to-morrow, also aupplying armsi etc, aa they can. A 
record to be kept of all contributiona and receipts to be given. Dept-St Pap., 
MoiU.t MS,,iii, 121-2. June Ijth^ Sub-prefect Guerrero to alcalde of S. Job^, 
describing the M)ear flag,* and warning agaiuat dangers at S. Josd, S. Jose, 
ATtk., Loose Pap-t MS., 37- June 19th, Manuel Castro leavea Monterey with 
citizens for S. Juan to take part in the campaign. DepL $L Pap-t MS., vii. 

20. June 2lBt, Caatro to Pico, urging him to come north with all the force 

he can raise. If he wiU not do it, let him say ao at once, so that time and 
men may not be wasted in sending despatches. Id., vii, 56-7- Lcideadorff 
to LArkin- Sutter has joined the rebels. 'T aui told that some of the Cali- 
fomians ha^'e driven all their horses o-£f to the coaat, so that Castro will not 
get them.* LarMn's Doc, MS., iv. 171. LarkintoU. S. consul atHonolulu. 
Sends hia wife aod children for protection. The Californians talk of aeiziug 
him; and at any rate, war baa broken cnit. Id., Off. CoTTfep., MS., i 116. 
June 22d, Prefect Castro to alcalde of B. Joa^, Is cooperating with the gen- 
eral The citizen who makea excuses ia a traitor. Volunteer companies of 
r>Omenmayehoofle their officers. Our homea must be defended. S.JoH^jArcKj 
Loose Pap.y MS.* 28. June 23d, same to same. Let the men march to Sta 
Clara at once. Id., 59. Let fire-arms be collected at the ranehos. Id., 26. 
To Pedro Chaboya. Let a list be aent him of those making excuses. Id., 3o. 
June 24th, Larkin to sec. state. Caatro has 200 men at Sta Clara; got but 
few from Monterey. No news of any increase in Ide'a forces. Castro will 
probably not go north. Sawyer's Doc, MS., 55-7. June 24th, a messenger 
paid ^j for carrying esproaaea from Mouterey to iS. JoaiS and to LeidesdoriT 
and to Montgomery, Monterey, Consulate Arch., M8.,ii. 15. Same date, letter 
to the Honolulu Priend, iv. 1C9-70, from a Verba Bucna correspondent, giv- 
ing a very good account of what had occurred, including Caatra'a proclama- 
tion, and Misroon^s visit to Sonoma. He sa^ that Ide and Castro are said 
to l^ve each about 150 men. Forty or i30 of Castro's men croaaed the bay to- 
day (or perbapa on the 23d), and a %ht will soon occur. June 25th, Manuel 
Castro to Pico, 'en route for Sonoma.' Haa been to Sta Crua to get horses 
and stir up the people. Second division organized and on the march. Urges 
Pico to render aid. DepL St. P^ip.j MS., vii. 10. Same date, Gen. Castro to 
Pico, 160 men moving on Sonoma. He is inarching in the rear and organiz- 
ing a reserve force to guard against a repulse. Fremont with 400 ( !) riflemeu 
on his way to protect Sonoma. Pico haa now a chance to immortalize hia- 
name if he will but listen to Castro^a advice, Castro^Doc., MS., ii. \^1',Depl. 
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tion to send the three divisions aeross the bay to at- 
tack Ide's garrison. To this end Torre with hia fifty 
or sixty men did cross from San Pablo to Point Quin- 
tin probably in the evening of June 23dj employing 
for that purpose the launch belonging to the owner of 
the rancho. The other divisions under Carrillo and 
Castro also followed a day or two later as far as San 
Pablo, but did not attempt to cross. Why not, is not 
altogether clean Lack of boats is given as the rea- 
son by some, and by others cowardice on the part of 
the leaders. Either of these motives would certainly 
have been quite as strong in the case of Torre as in 
that of the others. The truth is apparently that the 
crossing, to be followed by a combined attack on So- 
noma, was to take place either on a fixed day, or on 
a day to be fixed by Torre; but before the arrival of 
the day, or before any communication from Don Joa- 

8t. Pap., MS., viL 67. Eaiael Knto ordered to report for duty athead(|uar> 
ten. Id., Ben. Cmt.-IL, vi. 679. Juno 26th, prefect toalcdde. AUcitizena 
must at once become soldiera- S. Jos^,Arch.f Loose Pap,, MS., 26. June 
30th, Leidesdorff toLarkin. If th^ Portsmouth were not here, he would have 
to run away, eince Hinckley has advised his ajreat. H. and Kidleyare 'moi^ 
Mexicans tbau the Mexicans themeelvea. However, they will get their just 
due one of these days/ Larfdn^s Doc., MS., iv. 18^. June 30th, Larkiu to 
U. S. consul at Honolulu. Has received a letterfrom Pico, who blames him; 
'but the most I could do would be to act like bis Excellency and iBaueaproc- 

lamatiou I am dreaming of trying to persuade the Californians to call 

ou the commodore for protection, hoist his nag, and be his countrymen, or the 
Bears may destroy them/ Id., Off. Correftp.^ MS., i. 125. June 30th, Leides- 
dorff to Larkin, S. Rafael taken; 150 insurgents there and 50 at Sonoma. 
Castro was to have crossed yesterday from S. Pablo. If he did, it is 'all up 
with hiin.* Torre was also to have attacked Sonoma yesterday. Eidwell in 
command at Sutter's, Beading, Henaley, and all the I'est are coming to join 
the force. Id., Doc., MS., iv. 189. June 30th, Gen. Caatro to Pico. Back 
at 5ta Clara; and reports Torre's retreat and that of the other divisions (as 
explained in my test). A council of war has decided to send Manual Caatro 
as a comLsionado to the gov, A new plan of operations must be formed. The 
insurgents are being rapidly reenforced. Blotterin Castro^Doc.^ MS.,ii, 131. 
Same document, dated July let, Dept. Sc. Pap., MS., viL 67-8. July 2<1, 
Caatro (Sta Clara) to Abrego, Must try to negotiato a loaTi, pledging lands 
of S. JuMi, S. Jos^, and Sta Clara. Id.^ xiii. 14-15. July 2d, Montgomery 
to Larkiu. The inaurgents have come to Yerba Buena and taken Eidley priS' 
oner. The countir is undoubtedly theirs withoutmuchmoretrouble, fii 15 
days they will be m your midst. A letter from Castro to Torre was inter' 
cepted, directing hira to kill every American and Englishman that fell into 
his hands. The men are very bitter agamst Castro. LarHn^it Doc, MS., iv. 
192. July 4th, L. to U. S. consul at Honolulu, Explains Castro's former 
plan of campaign — that is, to join his three divisions with the natives north of 
the bay and to surprise Ide's garrison. Id., Off. Corresp., MS., i. 125. 
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quin could be obtained, that officer himself reerossed 
the bay hi retreat, reporting that the insurgent force 
was too strong to be attacked with any hope of suc- 
cess» Torre's experience on the north side will be 
narrated in the next chapter. His return was on the 
29th, on which date all three divisions were back at 
the San Lorenzo rancho; and next day at the old 
headquarters at Sauta Clara. A council of war de- 
termined that the old plan of operations must be 
abandoned, and that a new one must include the 
cooperation of Pico and his southern forces. Manuel 
Castro was chosen as the man most likely to bring 
Don Pio to his senses and to effect a reconciliation; 
and a few days later with a small escort he started on 
his mission, meeting the governor at Santa Ines. 
Meauwhilc the general moved with his army south- 
ward to San Juan, where he was on July 8th, when 
news came that Monterey was in the hands of the 
Americaus — news that sent Don Jos^ in some haste 
still farther southward. 

Besides the not very brilliant achievements of Cas- 
tro's army, and the correspondence of which I have 
given a rdsumt^, there is but little to be noted during 
the revolutionary period of what happened in the 
central districts. On July 1st and 2dj San Francisco 
was twice visited by insurgent parties from across the 
bay, one of which spiked the guns in the abandoned 
fort, and another took Robert Ridley from his house 
at Yerba Buena, carrying him as a prisoner to the Sac- 
ramento, This was doubtless done at the instigation of 
Leidesdorff, whose sympathy for the revolutionists was 
unconcealed, and who was very bitter against Ridley 
and Hinckley, who, being Mexican officials^ did not 
agree with the vice-consul's views. Hinckley escaped 
arrest by having died a day or two before. Another 
arrest of these times was that of Charles M. Weber 
with two others, Washburn and Burt, at San Jos^, by 
Castro, Little is known of this affair beyond the fact 
that Weber was arrested and carried south as a pris- 
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oner- According to a current account, supposed to 
emanate from himself, Weber, having heard of the 
Sonoma revolt on June 19th by a letter from Lieu- 
tenant Bartlett, went to Yerba Buena, and thence 
across to San Rafael, where he had an interview with 
Fremont, and by that officer's advice returned to the 
vicinity of San Jose to raise a force secretly for the 
protection of American families in that region, at the 
same time inviting Fallon of Santa Cruz to raise a 
force and join him. It was while thus employed that 
he was arrested, his life being spared only because of 
Castro's personal friendship, Weber had previously 
declined a commission as captain of auxiliaries in the 
Californian army.^* There is no reason to doubt that 
Weber and others may have attempted an organiza- 
tion for self-protection ; holding themselves in readi- 
ness for the results likely to spring from the revolt, 
which, however, many of them did not approve. It 
was a current idea among the Californians that Mont- 
gomery wa^ permitting his officers with the Pwts- 

f- 

^*S.Jo8^ Pioneer, March C, 1880; TiTthkam's Biet. StocUon, 101. Juno 
23d, Weber to alcalde of 8, Jos6, decliniiig appointment of captain on acconnt 
of lua business relations with foreigners. In llalleck's Mex. Land Lavis, MS. 
JaiiB 17th, sub-prefect Guerrero to S, Jos^ alcalde. By loud talk of foreigners 
he has learocd that 40 of them are ready to capture S. JoEii, while others do 
(ihe same thing here Skt Ycrba Buena. Great precautioos should be taken. la 
not pleased that the son of Ide goea about aa he pleaaesatthc pueblo. S, Jos^, 
Arch.^ Loost Pap.j MS., 37. June 27th, no pluce or writer^a name. The 25 
armed foreigners at Sta Cruz intended to atort thia A. M. It is not known 
whether they 'will pass this way, or, as would be more prudent, go to the Sac- 
ramento, /(i-, 39, According to the Piorffv^ Fallou arrived the day after 
Weber's arrest. Flores, Recuerdofit MS., J0-2G, claims to have learned from 
Mrs Baelua of Weber's hostile plans and -concealed weapona^ and to have given 
t^tro the information which led to his arrest. Ide, Biog. Sketchy 154, says 
tliat over 100 had secretly organized under Weber, Bird, and others on the 
south side of the bay. 

Accounts of Castro's preparations by men who took part in them are given 
in. Pinto, ApunL, MS., lOL-2; Ezqiter, Mtm., MS.^ 23-5; German, Suctiios^ 
MS-, 24j Torre, Remit'., MS.. 145-52; Budna, J^otas, MS., 22-3j Cmiro, 
Bd., MS., 184'9o; Arct, Mem., 55, ek;.; AlvaT<uh, Hist. Vol., MS-, v. 1S8- 
202, 229-30, etc. ; but these writers add little or nothing to what is revealed 
in contemporary corresp. Several state that men were forced into the rants; 
that they soffered moch from hunger; and that Castro made many enemies 
by his selfiehuesa. It appears that Ex -gov. Alvarado took a prominent part 
in a private capacity in the warlike preparations, Pablo de la Guerra, Doc. 
Hl>it. Cal., MS,, iv. 1304, gives some personal items on the subject, C, P. 
Briggs, in Nap^ Rtporler, Aug. 24, 1872, narrates the services of the schooner 
Meriiiaid at Yerba BocBa in conveying volunteers to Sonoma. 
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mouth's boats to aid the insurgents; but thougb tho 
sympathies of the naval officers were clearly shown in 
their correspondence, there is no proof that they were 
remiss in duty.' 
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Governor Pico was at Santa Barbara, engaged in 
making ready for a march against Castro, when on 
June 23dj by a violento extraordinario from Monterey, 
he received the prefect's communication of the 19th 
making known the taking of Sonoma, He immedi- 
ately issued a proclamation, which I append in a note.^^ 

^Oaio, Hist. Gat., MS., 466-7^ atatea that ths Portmo^tiA^fl boats were en- 
g^ed in preyenting the crossing of tho Califomiana. Torre, Renmi., MS., 
145-6, aays that Torre on hia retreat wa& pursued by Montgomery's boats. In 
several commuuications between CaJifomiau ofliciala, their belief in Montgom- 
ery'a cooperation ia manifest, Lancey, Cruise, 7^3, quotes from Janiea W. 
Marshall an account more amusing than probable, to the effect that when the 
rebels applied on the Portsmouth for ammuDition, they wero met with an in- 
dignant refusal; but were told where a large quantity of powder would be put 
on shore to dry. By a pretended surpriae, they overcame tho guard and took 
the powder^ whereapon the ship went through the form of firing four guns in 
their direction 1 

'^ ^The coustltutional governor of the dept of Califomiaa addresses to ita 
inhabitants tho following proclamation ; Fellow-citizens; The national houor 
being gravely wounded and compromised iu the highest degree at the present 
time» I have the glory of raising my voice to ;fou, in tho firm perauaaicn that 
you are Mexicans, that there burns in your veins tlio blood cJ those venerable 
martyra of the country, and that you will not fail to shed it in defeoee of her 
liberty and independence. At this moment your dept. govt has received the 
unfortunate news, officially communicated by the political authorities of Mon- 
terey, and dated four days sgo» that a gang of North American adventurers, 
with the blackest treason that the spirit of evil could invent, have invaded 
the town of Sonoma, raising their flag, and carrying offaa priaoners four Mex- 
ican citizena. Yes, fellow-citizens; and who of you on hearing of such fata! 
perfidy will not quit the domeafcie hearth, and fly, gun in hand, to tbe field 
of honor to avenge the country's honor? "Will you be insensible to the oppres- 
sion in which masters so vile wish to put as? Will the grievous groans of the 
country not move you? Will yon, with serene brow, ace destroyed the fun- 
damental pact of our sacred and dear institutions? Nol No! Far from lue 
every such suspicion! I do not believe from your patriotism, your blind love 
of country, that you will permit the Iwueficent and fruitful tree of sacred lib* 
erty to be profaned. The North American nation can never be our friend, 
^he has laws, religion, lan^age, and customs totally opposed to onrS' False 
to the most loyal friendship which Mexico haa lavished upon her, to interna- 
tional law, and to the soundest policy, putting in execution her piratical 
Bchomea, she has stolen the dept of Texas, aud wishes to dothe same with that 
of Cal, — thus to iniquitouslydismeniber the Mexican territory, to taruish the 
flag of the tres (jarantia^ and raise her own, increasing tile number of its fatal 
stars, Ply, Mexicans, in all baste in pursuit of the treacherous foe; follow 
him to the farthest wilderness; punish his audacity; and in case we ^il« let 
us form a cemetery where posterity may remember to the glory of Mexican 
history the heroism of her sons, aa ia remembered the glory won by the death 
of that little band of citizens posted at the Pass of 131^ rmopyl^ under Gen- 
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The document was much more violent and bombastic 
in style than that of Castro in the north. The writer 
evidently had other objects in view than the ordinary 
one of ^saving his responsibility* with his subjects and 
superiors, among which extraordinary objects the do- 
feat of insurgents held but a subordinate place. Ho 
did not entirely believe in the Sonoma revolt, being 
disposed to regard it as in some way a device of his 
rival to justify his own military preparations and as- 
sumption of special powers. He was gladj however, 
by the fervor and ultra Mesicanism of his proclama- 
tion to show his zeal at the national capital as an off- 
set to Castro's probable accusations there. He also 
hoped, by his violent denunciations of the United 
States and of Americans, to advance his own scheme 
of an appeal to England. But above all, he desired to 
create a popular excitement which should largely in-" 
crease the force with which he was about to march 
north, thus enabling him to defeat the general and 
control the future of the country so far as any Cali- 
fornian could control it. This view of the matter is 
clearly expressed in a subsequent letter written by 
Don Pio to prominent/ citizens of Los Angeles in de- 
fence of his proclamation.^^ As to the general^s ap- 

cral Leonidaa. Hear their motto: "Stranger, say to Lacodemonia that wo 
ha-ve died here obeying her lawa." Shall we not imitate this noble example? 
Sliall we consent that the northern republic bring to our soil of liberty the 
horrible akvery permitted in its States? ShaUwe suffer human blood sold at 
a price for vile gain? And finally, must we ace profajiod the august image of 
the cnicifjed and the dogmas of our sacre^l religion? Foreign citizens who 
tread this aoil, tho dept. govt conBidera you under the protoctton of tbo lawa 
and treaties. Your property will be respected; nobody will moleat you; and 
aa yon also are interested in preserving peace and security, the govt invitea 
you to t ho punishment of tho baudita who have invaded the north of thie 
dept. Compatriots, run swiftly with me to crown your browa witJi the fresh 
lanrels of unfading elory; in the fields of tho north they are scattered, ready 
to spring to your noble foreheads. Respond gladly, Mexicans, to the desires 
of your fellow-citieen and friend, Pio Pico. Sta Birbara, June 23, 1846/ 
Copy from Secretary Moreno's original blotter, ia Jiforeno, Doc, MS., 30-2; 
copy from origmal, presented to the society by A, B, Thompson in 1865. in 
Cal. Pioneers, Arch.^ MS.» 149'o6; trauslationbvLieut Bartlettinfiettr Flag 
Papers, MS., 22-4; tranaJation uiSavtyer^s Doc., MS^ 62^. 

^^Juno 27tli, Pico toEetjuena, Figuoroa, ct al., in Moreno, Doc, MS., 33- 
40, 'Both MesioanB and resident foreigners know the estreme egotism that 
generally rules hearts ; and while they know the imminent danger which threat- 
ena ua, rather from within than from without, they know "also who is the au- 
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peais of these days to forget past resentments and 
unite for the country's defence, it does not appear that 
the governor made any reply to them. On the 23d 
and following days he wrote several communications, 
in which he appealed to the patriotism of citizens, 
summoned the members of the assembly to Santa 
Barbara, and above all urged the sending-forward of 
men and munitions for his ex.pedition to the north, ^^ 

The response to Pico's appeals in the south was not 
more satisfactory than that to Castro's in the north. 
Not more than a dozen or fifteen men were sent from 
Los Angeles, after much correspondence. There was 
difficulty even in finding guards to preserve order in 
the city. On Pico's departure from the capital the 
foreign residents had taken upon themselves that duty, 
and had rendered most effectual service; but now, hav- 
ing no wish to serve under Pico in the north, espe- 
cially when It might become necessary to fight against 
their countrymen, they chose to be offended at the 
governor's denunciation of Americans, and threatened 
to leave the city to the protection of native citizens. 
Alarmed by the disaffection of the foreigners, promi- 
nent men sent to Pico their protests against the tone 

thor of so uiaiiy evila, aod are uwarf3 of tbe many appeals which the govt has 
made to cod them. And what haa the govt obtained but inault and outrage? 
upon outrugo? Js is not trae that he found great aid in the proeeedinga of the 
foreigners to carry his point with the natives? and that for this reason 60 Bar- 
barefloH were eager to inaveh north under the gov., white before not one would 
enlist? Tho govt ia by no means ignorant that it is impossible for us to repel 
the invasion of foreigners should they attempt one; bat with the force now 
volunteering, we can uiarch without fear to tin; north and punish the audac- 
ity of the com, gen., the cause of all our misfortunes. Con you doubt that had 
it not been for the affair of the foreigners the general might already Lave tri- 
umphed over the govt, in theee parts! At the head of 70 men well supplied 
with all resources he was marching toward these towns, aide<l by men to be 
feared for their devotedness to vengeance. The news about the Americans 
made him change his route, and here we have the old saying applicable, "No 
hay mal que por bien no vcoga/" 

^* June 23, 1846, Pico to sub-prefect of Angeles. He is to march at once 
with the alcaldes and 50 men. The northern adveutnrers must be taught a 
lesson. Dept. SL Pap., MS., vii. SJ^-SO. June 2M-24th, Pico appoints sev- 
eral officers to serve amoag the defensores. J. P. Ayala, Luis Arenas, and 
Jose Fernandez, captains. Id. , vii. 33, 35, 36-7. Juno 23d, Pico to Figneroa. 
Trusts that he and the other diputados will come immediately. Zrf., vii. 28. 
June 23d, Pico to Band jni, A patriotic effusion, annoonciog thenewsand the 
dnty of all Californiana. Bandird, Doc, MS., 79. 
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of hia proclamation, going so far as to advance the 
theory that the revolutionists of Sonoma were really 
acting in the governor's interest and against Castro, 
This theory Don Pio could not accept, claiming that 
Manuel Castro could not have been thus deceived ; 
but after defending his proclamation at some length, 
both on general principles and on the special plea that 
I have cited, he offered to withdraw the document if 
it had not already been published — as it had.^ To 
what extent the Americans allowed themselves to bo 
conciliated by tho excuses of the Angelinosand Pico's 
assurances that he had intended no menace or disre- 
spect to them, is not exactly known j but it is cer- 
tain that neither they nor any great number of the 
natives could be Induced to engage in any other mili- 
tary service than such as was necessary for the protec- 
tion of their town and ranches. 

Nor did the members of the assembly obey Pico's 
summons to Santa Barbara, even when he on June 
29th sent a very earnest appeal^ launching the "anath- 

" Juiie26thj Coronel to Moreno. I>oubts have been thrown ou the genuinc- 
nessof the proclamation mordernot to lose the services of the forcigaera. Mo~ 
i^ettOt Doc,, MS, , 22. June 27th, Tico to Itequeoa, Figueroa. Stearns, Botelto, 
and Gallardo, in r^ly to their communication of June 25th, Id., 33-40- Jnue 
29th, Bandini to P, A long protest against his iaconaiderato declaration of 
tlie 23d, ivhicli had created no enthuaiaBm, liad offended over 100 of the most 
iti£aent^l men in Cal., and might precipitate Mexico into a war for which 
she ia not ready. The act of a few men at Sonoma does not justify the term 
*bandita' anpned to all Americana, ^andinij Doc., MS., 80. June 25th, 
Eotello to Moreno. The proclamation has shattered all our hopes by offending 
the foreigners. We do not believe in any foreign invasion at the north. Mo- 
reno, Doc., MS., 18-20. Juno 28tb, Coronel to Moreno. Theforeigners have 
now learned that the proclamation ia genuine — it had been disputed at llrat — 
and have retired to their homes much offended. Id., 29. Juno 30th, Wilson 
to Bandini, denouncing the proclamation, and claiming that the Sonoma insiu- 
cents were acting in Picons interesta. Ba/ndini, Doc.^ MS.> SI, July 1st, Ban- 
dini wishes Pico to send trusty men to the north to learn the motives of the 
insnrgcnts and the general atate of aflaira. Id., 82. Jnly 8th, Botello to Mo- 
reno. Has no faitn in a successful resistance. The popular sentiment is 
against the tone of the proclamation aa tooaei'ere. Moreno, Doc., MS., 15-17 
Botello, Anolts, MS., 135-7, givea a good account of Los Angeles affairs at 
this period. 

June 24th-9th, miscellaneous correep. between Sab-prefeet Steams, Al- 
calde Cota, and others, concerning tho measures necessary for the countrv's 
defence. Most of the items seem to refer to the preservation of order at the 
capital rather than to the sending of reenforeements to Pico, Dept. St. Pap. , 
MS., vii. fi-IO, 86,89,121, 124; Id., Angeles, viii. 68; More}io, Doc. , MS., 21; 
Coro^iel, Doc., MS., 135-7. 
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ema of the country against those who do not come 
to its defence/' and ** holding you responsible before 
God and the nation if under trivial pretences you do 
not set out at once," There are some indications that 
the governor still had hopes of securing a meeting of 
the consejo general, before which body he had a secret 
project to urge. The assembly was convened to con- 
sider Pico's request, backed up by eight documents 
on the Sonoma revolt; and by Francisco de laGuerra 
and Joaquin Carrillo, who had come as comisionados ; 
but the decision reached was that their presence was 
not necessary at Santa Biirbara, especially as Pico 
would be absent on his expedition; that more com- 
plete information was needed respecting affairs in the 
north; and that under the circumstances a weekly 
mail should be established!^ 

Meanwhile Don Pio went on with his warlike prep- 
arations in spite of the Angelinos' lukewarmness in 
the cause. He also wrote a letter to Consul Larkin 
on June 29th, complaining in bitter terms of what 
Americans had done at Sonoma; announcing his sus- 
picion that the government of the United States was 
concerned in the acts^ which "have the appearance of 
downright robbery;" blaming the consul for not hav- 
ing interfered in someway to prevent such scandalous 
proceedings; and hoping that for the honor of his na- 
tion he would promptly make a satisfactory explana- 
tion. Larkin in reply denied that he as consul had 
any influence over the Americans who had broken the 
law^s at Sonoma; and that his government was in any 
way concerned. In fulfilment of his duty, he had prof- 
fered his aid to the general and prefect, by whom it 
had been refused-'* Not much is recorded of the gov- 

'^ June 29bh-July 14th, miscellaneoite recorda on tbe coiivoking and acts 
of the »aaembly- Some fault waa fotind by Bandinl and others with the tone 
adopted by Pico toward the aaaeraUy. Dept. St. Pap., MS., viii. 112-13, 
117-18, 122; vii. 12-13, 90-1; Id., Pref. y luj^g., iL 162; Ltg. Ue-C, Ma, iv, 
358-62; Btmdini, Doc., MS., 83. Even Guerra, a member residing at Sta B., 
dedined to attend the session on pretext of iilneBa. Dept. St. Pap., MS., vii. 
121. 

"June 29, 1846, P, to L. English translation, in Lt£rlcm's Qf. Corresp., 
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ernor's last days at Santa Barbara; bat it appeals 
that by the beginning of July he had about 100 men 
ready for the march, most of whom were despatched 
immediately under Captain Andres Pico, Don Pio 
followed on or about July 6th, and two days later was 
at Santa In^s. Here Manuel Castro met him, hav- 
ing been sent by the general to effect a reconcihation, 
as already stated, and having passed Don Andres with 
his advance force at Los Alamos. The prefect, as 
chief civil authority in the north, as a partisan of Pico 
in most of the past controversies, and as a near rela- 
tion of both chiefs, was by far th^ most effective me- 
diator that could have been employed, Don Manuel 
worked hard to make the governor understand the 
true position of affairs, to show that reported dangers 
were real and not mere pretences on the general's part, 
to explain the absolute necessity of united action, and, 
most potent argument of all, to make clear to Don Pio 
the unenviable position he must occupy in the eyes of 
all Californians and Mexicans should he allow his re- 
sentment to outweigh his patriotism at such a time. 
Pico was convinced against his will, not that Castro 

MS., ii. 167; Sawyer's Doc, MS., 65-8; SouU's Annals of S, K, 93-5; Ihm- 
har's BoToance, 34-6; Lattcty^s Cruise^ 'Jl. July 5th, L. to P. Larkin^s Off. 
C'l^rreap., MS., ii, 132; Sawder's i>o(^., MS., 68-70. Larkin eeems dispoacU to 
fan Pico'a feeling against Castro, not only by claiming that he had refused his 
aid, bat by implying that the gen. might easily ha,vc retaken Sonoma, and 
also that if he would have fnmiahed men Larkin would have captured an 
equal number of Americans to hold aa hostages for the good treatment of Va- 
Uejo and the others. 

Jane 27th, EMco^s bando, requiring great procautiona and a striot enforce- 
ment of the passport regulations. 8. Luis Ob.^ Arch.^ MS., 9-10. June 28th, 
fov. to sub-prefect, urgmg that the 50 men under Gallardo^be sent at once. 
Eg haa only 68 men, mostly raw recruits — not enough for hia expedition. 
Dtpt St. Po^., MS-, vii. 30, June 30th, Sta Barbara, the Spaaiiab consul 
will advise all of his nation to place their lives and property in security in 
view of foreign invasion. Id. , vii. 37. July 2d, Moreno to Andr^ Pico, A 
most bombastic letter. Bloody battle-fields, dying for the country, etc. Gal- 
lardo ia on his march with l3'co\iiiims* (one man inacolnmn?)from Angeles. 
Pico and the writer will atart Monday. /*Jco, Doc.j MS., ii. 89. July 3d, J. 
M, Fiorea to Pico. Has no doubt that Cal. is to share the fate of Texas. Re- 
fers to Tde'a proclamation. There is no doubt that anppliea axe furnished by 
the U, S. men-of'War. The consul has publicly declared that the U. S. will 
get Cal. D^. St. Pap., MS., vii. 68-9. July 3d, Pico to Capt. Ayala. Or- 
ders to march to join Andr^ Pico. Id., viii 136. July 8th, Pico at Sta In<Ss 
to Sub-prefect Steama. Declares traitors all who do not enlist for the country's 
defence. Id., vii, 34. 
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was acting in good faith, but that his officers and men 
could not De depended on to fight the general; and at 
last he reluctantly promiaed to forget past dissensions, 
and to unite with Castro against the foreigners.^' 
Then they marched northward until the two armies 
met on or about July 12th at the Santa Margarita 
rancho, near San Luis Obispo- Castro brought news 
that Monterey had been taken by naval officers of the 
United States; the governor and general gave each 
other a public but not very cordial embrace of recon- 
ciliation; and all turned mourofully toward the capital 
to devise new plans of resistance to los extrangeros^ 
I shall follow them later, 

^Castro, Servkios Pub., MS.; Id., Btladort, Ma, 201-6, 
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—Fight at Olompali— Toerb Depbated bt the *Bears.' 

We left William B. Ide with twenty-four men ui 
possession of Sonoma. The alcalde and many citizens* 
were under arrest. Three Mexican officials had been 
sent as prisoners to the Sacramento. This was just 
before noon on the 14th of June. Kor four or five 
days it does not appear that there was any increase 
in the insurgent garrison ; but during that time several 
weighty matters of state were disposed of by these 
soi-disant founders of a republic. A flag was devised, 
manufactured, and raised; a proclamation was written^ 
embodying the principles, plans, and motives of the 
insurgents; the imprisoned Californians were perhaps 
released under certain stipulations; and diplomatic 
messengers were despatched and received by the com- 
mander. Many details respecting each of these mat- 
ters aro involved in more or less uncertainty, as might 
be expected from the very nature of the records, chiefly 
the memory of individuals concerned; but I proceed 

Hist, CMn, Vol. "V, 10 1 1*5 > 
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to throw on the whole subject such light as existing 
evidence can be made to furnish, hoping to reduce 
prevalent doubts and discrepancies of testimony to a 
minimum. 

The need of a banner was naturally one of the first 
suggested. The insurgents had no right to unfurl 
the stars an<i stripes, as many of them would doubt- 
less have preferred to do; yet any flag devised by Amer- 
icans must needs have at least a,star and a stripe; and 
the appropriateness of a lone star could not fail to sug- 
gest itself to men familiar with the history of Texas, 
and the similarity of condition between that country 
and what they hoped to make of California. A sim- 
ple copy would not, however, suffice, and an additional 
emblem was required. Somebody proposed the griz- 
zly bear, an animal then common in those regions, and 
whose reputation for '^strength and unyielding resist- 
ance" could be attested by every one of those resolute 
hunters from personal experience. For materials they 
took what they could find ; that Is, a piece of common 
unbleached cotton cloth, the manta of the Mexicans, 
somewhat less than a yard in width and five feet long, 
and some strips of red flannel about four inches wide. 
The flannel, tiie stripe of the flag, made of the requi- 
site length by piecing, was sown to the bottom of the 
cotton. In the upper left-hand corner of the white 
field was outlined in ink, and filled in with red paint, 
an irregular five-pointed star, fifteen inches in its great- 
est diameter. Just to the right of the star, and facing 
it, was painted in like manner what was intended for 
a bear, statant, though it has been pronounced more 
like a hog by experts who cared little for the feelings 
of the last-named animal. Under the two emblems 
was rudely lettered in black ink dALiFOENiA Eepublio, 
Such was the famous Bear Flag, which has given a 
name to the revolution, and which caused the insur- 
gents to be known to the natives as Osos. I think 
there can be no doubt that William L. Todd was the 
artist who painted it; but respecting the accuracy of 
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many other current details grave doubts arise from 
conflicting testimony. Who first suggested the com- 
ponent emblems of the banner; who furnished the cot- 
ton, and who the flannel; whence came the red paint; 
was the cloth new or old; had the flannel graced the 
undergarment of a fair and patriotic lady, or had it 
filled an humbler station as part of a man's red shirt; 
who manipulated the needle and thread; who merely 
' stood around ' in the artist's way ; whose knife was bor- 
rowed to cut the stuff; and was that knife ever returned 
to its owner — these are questions that I cannot answer 
so definitely as might be desired ; but on some of them 
the reader may find light in the appended note/ 

1 Wm L. Tf>dd in a letter of June 16, 1872, to Wm Baldridge says: *At a 
company meeting it was determined that we should raise a flag; and itahouM 
he a bear tn pn^sant, with one star. One of the ladiea at the garrison gave ns 
a piece of brown domesticp and Mra Capt. John Sears gave ua some strips of 
red flannel about four inches wide. The domoatio waa new^ but the flannel 
was said to have beeu part of a petticoat worn by Mrs Sears across the monu' 
tains. For a corroboration of these facts, I refer to G. P, Swift and Pat Mc- 
Christian. I took a pen, and with ink drew the outline of the bear and star 
upon the while cotton cloth. Linseed oil and Venetian red were found in 
the garrison, and I painted the bear and star. To the best of nay recollec- 
tion, Peter Storm was asked to ^nt it, bat he declined; and as no other per- 
son would undertake to do it, I did. But Mr Storm with several others, 
assisted in getting the materials, and I believed Storm minted the paint. 
Underneath the bear and star were printed with a pen the words "California 
Republic,'* in Roman letters. In painting the words I first lined out the 
letters with a pen, leaving out the letter '4'^ and putting ** c" where "i'' 
should have been, and afterwards the *' i" over the " c.'* It waa made with 
ink, and as we had nothing to remove the marks of the false letter, it now 
remains so on the flag.' In Napa Hegiatar, July 6, 1872. In a letter of Jan. 
11, 1878, to the Lob Angeles Expreffs^ reprinted in many other papers, Todd 
tells the same story in words but slightly different, saying; ' The following 

feraona performed the work— -Granville P. Swift, Peter Storm, Henry L. 
ord, and myself-' He also confirma the same version in a letter of March 
6, 1878, to the secretary of the Territorial Pioneers. Copy in Bear Flag 
Pap., MS., 41. Ford, 3p.ar Flag Revcl.^ MS., 12-13, gives an account 
which agrees so far as it goes with that ill my text; and he claims for himself 
the honor of having suggested the grizzly bear. Ide, Biog. SketrA, 130-1; 
and also in a quotation from the MS. before publication furnished to the 
sec. of the territorial pioneers in a letter of April 16^ 1878, from Jas G. 
Bleak of St GJeorge, Utah^a letter that has been often reprinted — credits 
Todd with having done the work; says the flannel was from the red 
shirt of one of the men; and erroneou^y states that the lettering was in 
red paint. In the Hist. Bear Flag, wo, read: 'A national flag was agreed 
upon — its base a brown stripe, next above a wide stripe of green cut so as to 
represent growing Tula; the upper part white to represent the clear horizon, 
ontheendof the flag-staff a rising star, and in the brown stripe the words 
in capitals "California Republic."* Baldridge, Days of '4$, MS., i.-vii, 8, 
and in Napa Register^ April 27, 1872, who did not reach Sonoma until some 
days after the flag waa raised, heanl an account on arrival confirming Todd's 
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The Bear Flag has been preserved for many years 
in the hall of the California Pioneers in San Francis- 
co; that is, I have found no reason to question the 

very nearly, except that he understood the flannel to have been fitmished by 
a native Califoraian, Chepa Matthews, wife of Wm Matthews, Baldridgc 
complains that some of hia statements of former years, correcting popular 
errors, "were not so generally credited as they should liave been. J^IeOliris- 
tian, Narrativej MS., 1-5, tells ns that Ca.pt. Scott proposed to make a 
flag if Mrs Hudson would give the stuff, though Mrs Sears gave the white 
domestic. Phelps, Fore and Afl^ 234-6, says the flag was a grizzly rampant 
done on a white cotton sheet with lamp-bkck. In the Jfesf SAore Gazctffy 
13, we arc told that Mrs Kelsey furnished the worn-out cotton, Thompson, 
Hist. Sonoma^ 15, has it that iirs Elliott supplied new cotton and flauucl. Ju 
the MoiUertty Cali/orniaTi, Feb. 13, 1847, we read that the painting was done 
with lamp-black and poke-berries; and that the letters were on the top. 
According to Gillespie, in Cai. Pi<me€TS Soc, Arcli., MS,, 137, the wbito body 
of the flag was made of the chemise of Mrs Wm Hudson, and the flannel 
came from Mrs Sears' petticoatn A chewed stick was used for a brush. Mc- 
George, m Petoluma Crescent, Sept. 10, 1872. Tuthill, Hist. Cal, 11%-'^, 
speaks of a pot of berry juice. An account from Semple*s MSS. in HesperiaUy 
ill. 380-00, haa it that the red strips waa stained with berry juice, and under 
it were the words *The People's Kicbts.' In an article prepared for the 
Pioneer Society by its historian, Hittell described the bear as standing nearly 
upright, confoundiug the original flag with another. 5. F. AUa^ Jan, 8, 1873, 
and in many other papers. According to a 'true history of the Bear PLag,* 
in the Santa Moea Bonoma Democrat, Aug. 8, 187i, copied in Na-pn, liegi^Ty 
Aug, 15, 1S74, and iu other papers, we are told that the project of a ilag 
cajne up in a ^casual conversation* between Todd, Dewell, and Cowie. 
Dewell obtained fronTMrs W. B. Elliott the flannel, domestic, and needles and 
thread. Blue drilling was obtained elsewhere. Cowie and Dewell had been 
saddlers, and the three young men proceeded to ujake the flag without con- 
sulting any one else, by sewing together alternate strips of red, white, and 
blue ( !|, Todd painting a star in the upper comer and a hear in the lower, 
Swaaey, CaJ, '^-6", MS,, 26, aeema to have adopted the version juat given, 
Peter Storm has often been credited with having painted the Bear Flag. At 
a celebration in Napa, Sept. 9, 1873, Storm, introduced by Branuau, stood up 
and wa^ cheere<l as the artist, at the ^me time waving a counterpart of the 
original. Napa Register, Sept. 13, 1873. In 1871 also Storm, visiting S. P., 
was honored as the painter of the flag, Calistoga, Trihane, J)eG. 21, 1871. It 
would eeem that Storm did paint a flag, but somewhat kter and at Napa. 
Baldridge, Day& of '46^ MS., i.-vi. 8, and ia Napa Register, April 27th, 
tells UH that it was painted on a piece of greenish fabric at Napa in 1848 for 
the use of a party going to Sonoma for a celebration of July 4th. He thinks 
it ia one of tie flags preserved by the pioneers at their ha.]} in S, F. A cor- 
respondent, perhaps Baldridge also, gave the same version to the Napa Jlf- 
porter^ and claims to have furnished tiie materials. He says that Todd's flag 
was made of * Dirty Matthews' wife's red flannel petticoat.^ Fowler, Bear 
Ftag, MS., 2-4, says the material came from a sloop at the month of Kapa 
Creek, the writer being present, Storm doing the work^ and the bear being 
represented as standing on its hind legs. Fowler, however, says that this flag 
was made before June 14th, and was the one hoisted at Sonoma, Knight, 
Statemenit MS. , 9, thinks that Storin was the painten In a letter of Feb. 20, 
1874, Gen. Joseph W. Eevere wri.tea to the soc, of CaL pioneera: *At the 
suggestion of Gai. Sherman, I beg leave to send to your society forthwith a 
cuidon, formerly belonging to tho Sonoma troop of the Cal. battalion, 184(J, 
for preservation. This guidon I found among the effects of the troop when 
I hauled down tJie Bear Fl^ at Sonoma, and substituted the flag of the U, 
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genuineness of the flag there preser\'ed, though strictly 
speaking, it is not so fully proven by documentary evi- 
dence as would be desirable. Two other bear flags 
are preserved by the same society. One of them is 
of the same size as the original, but differs from it in 
several respects: the white field is of bunting; thestar 
is much smaller, and black instead of red; the bear, 
also black, is drawn 'rampant' and with outlines much 
less inaccurate than in Todd's effort. Beyond the 
probability that this is the flag painted by Peter 
Storm, as indicated in my notes, I have found no 
proofs respecting its origin. The other flag is the 
guidon presented by Revere. Its dimensions are 42 
by 20 inches; and the material^ both of field and stripe, 
is silk. The bear, statant, is under the inscription, 
faces away from the star, and is much better drawn 
than the original. Both material and execution indi- 
cate that it was made after Fremont's arrival at So- 
noma, and probably after communication haxi been 
established with the men-of-war; but nothing definite 
is known of its origin beyond Revere's statement that 
he found it at Sonoma in July. 

The date on which the Bear Flag was raised has 
been in late years a topic of much discussion. The 
writers who have engaged in it have devoted their 
attention almost exclusively to the date of the taking 
of Sonoma, Obtaining some slight evidence that the 
town was taken on June 14th — a date respecting the 
accuracy of which there can be no possible doubt, it 
being fully established by the many original documents 

S, on the 7th (?) of July, 1846, and have preserved it ever since.' Printed in 
Sacramento Enterprise of Oct. 10, 1875, and in many otixer placee. See 
ftccounta of the Bear Flag, containing I believe nothing not already noted, in 
8. F. Herald, July 9, 1858;^. /". ^fta, Jiily20, 24, 1852; Jan. 20, 18GG;Jan. 
S, 1878; OoL S, 1874; Sac. Union, June 21, 1858; fd. Mercury, 1858; S. Jo^ 
Mercury, 18C1 (Hitt^ll); A^dioch Ledger, Aug. 15, 1874; Sta Bdrhara Press, 
Oct. 10, 1874; Sin. Omz SeTttind, March 11, 1S76; S. F. Post, July ^l> 1877; 
S. K BvlkUn, Pec, 20, 1877; S, P, Call, Jan, 8, 1878; S. Jos4 Pioneer, 
March ], 1879; Napa lieportcr, Jan. 18, 1878; IleaMshitrg Enterprise, Juno 
27, 187S; Peialuma Argus, Feh. 22, 1878; ^apa Register, April 13, 1872. 
Also general r^anm^ in Upham's JvoteSj fteS-fi; Lanccy^a Cruise, 57-61. 
Also mention in nearly all the county historu-a of CaL, and, in fact, in most 
of the authorities quoted in tljiiB chapter and tlie precoding. 
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I have presented — they l:iave r^^garded their diUgent 
investigatione as rewarded with conclusive proof that 
the flag was unfurled on tho same day. No such 
conclusive proof, howovor, exists. The question is 
whether the flag was raised on the day of the capture, 
the next day, or later There is no contemporary 
record on the subject of earlier date than June l7th, 
when Misroon found the flag flying; aad no witness, 
testifying from memory, has had his attention called 
directly to the question at issue, Ide states^ though 
not in a diary as has been claimed, that the flag-rais- 
ing was on the 14th. Ford also implies that the flag 
was raised before night on the first day, though he 
also states that it was hoisted at sunrise next moroing. 
Bidwell's testimony favors the theory that it wa^^ 
probably not raised on the first day, A few in later 
times tell us that it was several days after the taking 
of Sonoma; but most say nothing on the subject. 
The balance of testimony is therefore rh a sense in 
favor of the 14th; but the evidence is very slight in- 
deed; and it must be regarded as doubtful whether 
the insurgents had time on that Sunday afternoon to 
devise, manufacture^ and hoist their new banner; 
especially if, as some say, the halyards were broken, 
so that the flag-staif in the plaza had to be lowered 
and raised again,* 

A proclamation was deemed no less essential than a 
flag. Some wished to wait until their force should bo 
increased, or until a few prominent persons could be 
induced to join the movement, or until Fremont's 
views could be ascertained. But the majority felt 
that what they had done bore on its face too strong a 
resemblance to a mere filibustering movement for 

"In the couTBe of the discus&ioii alluded to, the sec. of the territorial 
pioneers published the statement that 'Bancroft, the Pacific coast histomn,' 
had fixed, the date as June Idth; and this statement has been repeated hy a, 
doaen writers. While duly flattered hy the complimentary title thus cii\;u- 
lated in connection with my name, t must protest that I had never formed or 
expressed any such opinton. 
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plunder; at least, it was sure to be so represented by 
enemies, and "how were our forces to be augmented, 
and who would come to the assistance of those who 
were only represented as robbers and rebels?"^ Ac- 
eordingly a pronunciamiento was decided on. It was 
written by Commander Ide, and bore the date of June 
15th, having been prepared, as the writer states, be- 
tween the hours of one and four that morning. Many 
copies were made during the next few days, in which 
vast improvements were made in orthography, and 
some slight verbal changes were introduced, A sup- 
plemental proclamation was issued on the 18th; and 
possibly that date was also attached to some copies of 
the original, a circumstance that lias led writers on 
the subject into great confusion, I reproduce the docu- 
ment, and add some notes upon the successive stages 
of its development* This proclamation consisted first 

*^So bere we werej by our flag proclaimed *tbe California Republic*! 24 
Belf-consecrated yictims to the god of equal rights, unknown by any mortal 
being o^^cept 10 men who had dissented fi-om our plan and fled to the protec- 
tion of Fremont's camp [except 30 or 40 Spaniards who bad from a brief at^- 
quaintance awom fidelity to onr canae], exposed not only to the wTath of 60O 
anned men (!)» whom we were compelled, in order to avoid the just imputa- 
tion of violence and crime, to defy in open fight, but to tho umningled scorn 
of all honorable men whether Mexicans or Americans, if we failed to represent! 
our true character, and tho circumstances which compelled us to a&sumc such 
an unusual position. Waa it prudent to delay a just representation ti> the 
public ear?' etc. Ide^s Biog. Sketch, 135-7. 

* What purports to be an original in Ide*B own writing— Louie R- Lull cer^ 
tifying to the handwriting, Manuel Castro offirming that it was the oue seut 
him as prefect and remiiining in his possession since 1846, and there being no 
reason that I know of to doubt its gentiiaenesa — ia preserved by the pioneer 
BOciety, Calif ornia Piont^.r^^j Arch.jMB-j 71-5; and was printed in the 5. I'l 
AlUifJ&n. 20, 1868. Except in its outrageously bad spelling and punctuation, 
it agrees with the one T print below. 

One of the early copies, or originals — for they appear to have been copied 
both by Ide and by others of the ffarrison — reached Monterey, and waa copied 
by or for Larkin at the time. This copy is found in Larhin^sOff. Corre&p.^ 
MS., ii, 69-71; and 5au;yer'« Doc, MS., 49-51. It was also sent up the coast, 
and was first printed in tho Oreifon Spectator, July 23, 1846. This is tho ver- 
sion which I reproduce, differing from the original in orthography only. 
Whether the correctionswerointroduccd wholly or in part at Monterey, thero 
are no means of knowing. 

A third version is the one that has been most widely circulated, and always 
under date of June 18th. It is in substance the same as the preceding, but 
shows several slight verbal differences; and it ia to be noted tbat the last 
three paragraphs are written in the first person, *I also solemnly declare, * etc, , 
instead of *he also,' etc. This version first appeared in tho Monterey Ccdifor- 
rtiartj Sept. 5, 1846; and later in Bryant's What I Saw in OaL, 290-1; SouWs 
Amudeo/S. F., 92-.1; Lancfi/s Cntke, G3; and in several of the recent county 
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of a statement of the inducements under which the 
revolutionists had settled in California — false from 
beginning to end ; second, charges of deception and 

histories. Thut such a version waa circulated is indicated by two Spanish 
translations in Savog^y Doc^, MS., i. 41; and ^an^tn*, Z'lw:., MS., 75. One 
\% Q, copy of & translation certified by Dolores Pacheco, and the other a copy 
of whatwas understood to bo a translation by Hartnell. They differ from one 
another^ and are inaccurate; but both bear the date of June ISth, and both 
are written partly in the first person. 

Finally, we havo the version given by Ide in his letter to Wambough, as 
printed in his £wj. S^ch, 138-40, This contains many variations from the 
original, not, however, modifying the general purport, most of which I intro- 
duce in brackets. The proclamation was as follows! *A proclaination to all 
persons, citizens of Sonoma [Lahabitants of the county (?) of Sonoma and coon- 
try around— or in version no. 3 — and citizens of the district of Sonoma], 
requesting them to remain at peace and to follow [pursue] their rightful occu- 
pation without fear of molestation. The coramander-in-chief of the troops 
assembled st the fortress of Sonoma [com. at Sonoma] gives his inviolable 
pledge to all persons in California not found under arms [Rearing arms or in- 
fitigating others to take up arms against bim] that they shall not be disturbed 
in their persons, their property [religion], or social relationa one to another 
[to each other], by men under his command. He also [hereby most] solemnly 
declares his object [the object of his movement] to be, first, to d^end him- 
self [our women and children] and [his bravo] companions in arms, who were 
invited to this country by a promise of lands on which to settle thejnselves 
and families; who were also promised a republican govemmeutj who, when 
having arrived in California^ were denied even the privilege of buying or 
renting Ltnds of their friends; who^ instead of being allowed to participate in 
or beiug protected by a republican government, were oppressed by a military 
despotism; who were even threatened by proclamation from the chief officer 
[one of the principal officers] of the aforesaid despotism [oppressive govern- 
ment] with extermination if they would not depart out of the country, leav- 
ing aU their property, their arms, and beasts of burden; and thus deprived 
[were thus to be despoiled] of the means of fliaht or defence, we were to be 
[to iiave been] driven tlirough deserts inhabited by hoetile Indians [savages] 
to certain death [destruction.] To overthrow a government which has seized 
npon the property of [robbed and despoiled] the ratesions [and appropriated 
the property thereof] for its individual aggrandizement [of its favorites]; 
[which has violated gowl faitJi by its treachery in the bestowment of public 
lands]; which has ruined and sliauicfuUy oppressed the laboring [and produc- 
ing inhabitants] people of California by their enormous exaetiona [of tariff] 
on goods imported into tho country, ia tho determined [this is the] purpose 
of uie brave men who are associated un.der bis cominand. He also solemnly 
declares [I also declare, etc., in veraion no. 3] his object in the second place to 
be, to invito all peaceable and good citizens of California, who are friendly 
to the maintenance of gocMl order and equal rights, and I do hereby invite 
them to repair to ray camp at Sonoma without delay [and he hereby invites 
all good and patriotic citizens in CalifozTiia to assist him to establish, etc.], 
to assist us in establishing and perpetuating a repuhlican [liberal, just, and 
honorable] government, which shall secure to all civil and religious [and per- 
sonal] liberty; [which shall insure the security of life and property]; which 
ehall detect and punish crime [and injustice]; which shall encourage indus- 
try, virtue, and literaturoj which shall leave unshackled by fetters [shall 
foster] commerce, manufactures, and raechanism [by guaranteeing freedom to 
commerce]. He further declares [proclaims] that he relies upon the recti- 
tude of our intentions [justice of his cause]; the favor of heaven; [upon the 
wisdom and good sense of the people of California;] and the bravery of those 
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oppression by the authorities — equally false, but in 
one or two particulars really credited by some of the 
men^ third, some general criticisms of the existing 
government — well founded in certain respects, but 
involving no wrong to the rebels, and absurd as com- 
ing from them; fourth, bombastic promises of reform 
-and of protection to non-combatants — commendable 
enough, and of the type usually made a feature of 
such effusions. As a whole, in truthfulness and con- 
sistency, as in orthography and literary merit, it was 
below the plane of Castro's and Pico's proclamations. 
In respect of bombast and general absurdity, it stood 
about midway between the two; but it derived some 
dignity from the fact that it came from men who 
meant to fight as well as talk. As a product of fili- 
busterism, pure and simple, it deserves praise not to 
be awarded from any other standpoint. 

Ford tells us that after raising their flag the men 
completed their organization by electing himself first 
lieutenant; Samuel Kelsey second lieutenant; Gran- 
ville P. Swift and Samuel Gibson sergeants. Nest 
morning at sunrise, after the flag bad been hoisted 
anew and the guard relieved, Lieutenant Ford ad- 
dressed his men on the responsibilities of their posi- 
tion and the necessity of strict discipline- All prom- 
ised implicit obedience to their officers, as did also 
fifteen new men who came in that evening — according 

r 

who itfe bound to and oaaociated with him by the principle of self-preserva- 
tioa; by the love of truth [their love of liberty], and by the hatred of tyranny 
— for Ma hopea of Bucceas. He further dectarea [premiaeH] that he believes 
that Or government, to be proaperoua and liappifying [Larkin leaves this word 
out; while 16.^ z^lhkt\t^xi^ amdeiorating f] in its tendency lauat originate with 
[among] its people, who are friendly to ita existence; that its citizens are its 
guardiaiis [last 12 words omitted], its oificera are [ahould be] its servants, 
and its glory their reward [its common reward]. William B. Ide, comman- 
der. Headriuaj1*irs, Sonoma, Juno 15, 1846/ 

In the various comments on Ide^s proclamation I find nothliig that seems to 
rec^uirc notice, unless it may bo the remark of Baldridge^ that Ide bad a mania 
for writing and for orgauiaation of govt, all hia proceedings being regarded by 
the men aa an amusing farce. Tuthill pronounces it * crude iu style, and in 
,it« allegations quite unsupported by facts, yot coromondabJy explicit and 
direct;* and several writers have noted its untruthfniuesa* 
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to this writer's statement, which is probably aa error.^ 
This is all Ford tells us of events down to the coming 
of Misroon; and with the exception of a slight r^sum^ 
ID another narrative, as appeuded^^ we have no other 
definite authority on the subject than Ide himself. 

Following Ide, the general accuracy of whos^e narra- 
tive there is no good reason to doubt, though it is over- 
burdened with patriotic eloquence, bombastic egotism, 
and special pleading designed to strengthen his cause 
against Fremont, we return to the departure of Grigs- 
by and his prisoners For the Sacramento at 11a. m. 
on June 14th. After Todd and his assistants had been 
put to work on the flag, and while the rest, divided 
into two companies, the '1st artillery' and the '1st 
rifles/ were puting their arms in order, the commander, 
after posting guards and sentinels, ''directed his leisure 
to the estabhshment of rules of discipline and order, 
and of a system of finance whereby all the defenceless 
families might be brought within the lines and sup- 
ported. Ten thousand pounds of flour were purchased 
on the credit of the government; an account was 
opened for the supply of beef on terms agreed upon; 
whiskey was altogether a contraband article." He 
also found time to harangue such men as could be 
spared from other tasks on their duties. Then with 
au interpreter he went before the thirty or forty im- 

^ Ford's Bear Flag Revol, MS., 1^15. 

^ ^Capt, Ide was empowered hj the troops to provide proviaiona for their 
subsistence, and to draw orders in bchftlf of the republic, which were to he 
hereafter paid. Berreyesa, tlie Mexican alcalde, was aent for» disiniesed from 
that office, and reappointed to the same by the new govt Berreyesa pledged 
hiraaelf that tho Mexican population oi the district of Sonoma shoula not in- 
terfere in the revolotion. Some further measures were adopted, limiting dn^ 
ties on foreign importationa to one fourth of tho existing rates. Horace San- 
dera was appointed commissary. A national flag was ^reod upon, etc. Capt, 
Ide was made captain general; meaaurea were taken to secure public and pri- 
vate property; and in case private property was naed by tho govt, to adopt 
measurea for compensating tlie ownera therefor. . .The general in chief, on the 
ICth, sent Mr Todd on a mission to Capt, Montgomery. . .for the purpose of 
obtaining a quantity of powder. - .He declined "inmishiiig it. . ,At the same 
time measures ^vere adopted by Gen. Ide in relation to the national domain, 
making arrangements for establishing a land o£Bce, surveying tho country, 
and reserving to those who served the atate ranchoa of some leagues in extent. 
In the evening Mr Todd returned with Lieut Misroon/ eto. HUt. BearFfag^ 
by Ide, Grigsby^ and Kaah, 



prisoned Californians to explain '*the common rights 
of all men," and his own benevolent intention to right 
all their wrongs. So eloquently did he put his case 
that "the Spaniard, even, embraced the commander 
as he pronounced the name of Washington"! and 
though told they were at liberty to depart, the impris- 
oned Berreyesa and his companions chose to remain 
until a treaty could be made. By a unanimous vote 
the "powers of the four departments of government" 
were conferred on the commander; and the evening, 
after the flag had been raised, was spent in discussions 
respecting a proclamation. 

The proclamatiouj as we have seen, was written 
before morning; as was also a letter to Commodore 
Stockton, and the ''remainder of the night was 
spent in drawing up such articles of agreement and 
treaty stipulations as were most likely to enlist the 
good-will of all good citizens of California, without 
respect to the circumstance of any peculiar origin of 
its mhabitants/' The purport of these stipulations — 
no copy of which is known to exist, and which are 
mentioned by Ide alone — was, first, no ''individual 
division'' of public property, that being used solely as 
security for payment for public debts; second, free 
commerce and no imposts whatever; third, no sala- 
ries, ''enticements to corruption," for officials; fourth, 
no involuntary taxation, except as a punishment for 
crime; fifth, no compulsory military service; last, all 
Spaniards and Californians, ''good friends," on taking 
a solemn oath to support independent principles and 
the flag, to bo excused from bearing arms against their 
misguided countrymen, agreeing voluntarily to urge 
the latter not to resist, and also to furnish all supplies 
needed for the public service. There was much diffi- 
culty in making these stipulations fully understood by 
the Californians; and still more in obtaining the ap- 
proval of the insurgents themselves, some of whom 
''who at first enlisted for plunder and flight to the 
States, and who proposed to tear down and pillage the 
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house of Vallejo, still earnestly contended thata Span- 
iard had no right to liberty and but very little right to 
the enjoyment of life." In fact, it was necessary for Ide 
to conduct the negotiations without the full knowledge 
of the garrison, he being sustained in the command 
only for want of any other man who could insure 
obedience. 

Monday morning a messenger was needed to carry 
the letter to the naval officer in command at the bay. 
This letter^ as Ide insists, was not a request for aid, 
but a statement of their acts and purposes, being in- 
tended chiefly to prevent any unwarrantable interfer- 
ence of the United States officers by the assurance of 
an intention ultimately to '* unite this fair land with 
that of our birth," In order to obtain a courier, 
however, it was necessary to create an impression that 
his mission was to obtain powder. William Todd vol- 
unteered, and on his departure was especially charged 
by the commander not to ask for anything, but simply 
to bring back what might be given himl No news 
was heard from the outside world during the firat four 
days. The time was spent in translating and re- 
translating treaty and proclamation, " The men were 
divided into four night-guards of six men each, and 
into eight day-guards of three men each. One half 
of the men were at all times by day employed in camp 
duty; the other half guarded and slept" As no one 
from abroad came within haihng distance from Sonoma, 
so it appears that no one was permitted to depart, not 
even Berreyesa and his companions. 

At sunset of Tuesday the 16th, not on the 17th as 
Ide states, Lieutenant Misroon arrived by boat from 
the Portsmouth at anchor at Sauzalito, He was sent 
by Captain Montgomery, as already recorded, at the 
request of Vallejo, to prevent, so far as the personal 
influence of the naval officers eould go, any violence 
to families and non-combatants, being strictly charged 
to avoid any meddling with the merits of the revolt. It 
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is probable that Todd reached the ship before Misroon's 
departure, and returaed to Sonoma with him; but there 
19 no allusion to him or his mission in the lieutenant's 
instructions or report. According to that report Mis- 
roon first called on Ide, and obtained from him not only 
a copy of his proclamation, but both a verbal and a 
written pledge to prevent all violence to the persons 
or property of peaceful inhabitants. Then he visited 
the alcalde, to whom he explained in writing his mis- 
sion, presenting at the same time the pledge obtained 
from Ide. And finally, he "called upon the family of 
General Vallejo, and moderated their distress by the as- 
surances of safety for the general which I had received, 
and informing them that the prisoners were held as 
hostages/* At his request, the Senora de Vallejo 
was permitted to send an open letter to her husband 
by her brother Julio Carrillo, who also carried an ac 
count of Rosa's interview with Montgomery, and who, 
notwithstanding his passport, was thrown into prison 
on his arrival at New Helvetia, Misroon finally loft 
Sonoma at noon on the l7th. His report of the next 
day contained copies of the proclamation and pledge, 
a description of the flag, a statement that the gar- 
rison consisted of about twenty-five men, and an 
expression of his opinion that not only was there no 
danger of outrages being committed, but that the 
Californians were very well contented with their 
position/ 

'June 15th, 16th, Montgomery 'h inBtructiona to Misroon, Juno 18th, M. *s 
report. Bear Flag Papers., MS., 46-57- The pledge given by Ide waa as fol- 
lows: ^ I pledge inyaelf that 1 will use jny utmost exortion to reatrain and 
prerent the men in amis under my command (all of whom present acknowl- 
edge my atithority and approve the measure of forbearauco and humauity) 
from perpetrating any violeuce, or in any manner moleatiug the peaceable in- 
habitants, in person or property, of CaL while we continue in arms for the 
liberty of Cal. Wm B. Jde, commander. Sonoma, June 17, 1S46. ' In a let- 
ter oi June l&th, from Leidesdorff to Larkin, Larkiri'e Doc., MS., iv. 167, he 
describes Miaroon'a visit; eayaitwaspartly due to Todd's arrival; that all was 
found in perfect order at Sonoma; and tells an anecdote of one of the insurgents 
being promptly fined $30 for shooting a horse that kicked hitn! According to 
the Bist. Btfir Flag, Misroon * stated that Capt. Montgomery was in ex- 
pectation of important newa from Mexico, and thflt in the event of war he 
would place all the resources of his siiip and half of his men under Gen. Idc's 
eommand'! Ford simply says that Misroon arrived and * complimented the 
party for their orderly conduct* Bear Flag HevoL^ MS., 15. 



15S BEAR FLAG REVOLT— AFFAIRS AT SONOMA. 

Ide, ignoring altogether Vallejo's messenger ami 
the true nature of Misroon's mission, as well as his 
efforts at mediation and the documents which he ob- 
tained and wrote, represents that ofl&eer as having 
come with Todd, and in consequence of his message, 
to bring and explain a letter from Montgomery, the 
letter and explanations being to the effect that no aid, 
not even a charge of powder, could be furnished; 
though on receipt of news that war had been declared, 
the captain would gladly put half his men under Ide's 
command, and cooperate with his ship against the 
common foe. Todd, greatly to the sorrow of Ide as 
he claims, had asked for powder, thus doing incalcu- 
able harm to the cause in some manner not very in- 
telligibly explained. Indeed, it is impossible to follow 
Ide in his ravings at this part of his narrative, as at 
some others. At nighty Misroou was enthusiastic 
enough in the cause, offering to aid in circulating the 
proclamation. But next morning a change had come 
over his mind. He had been talking with the garrl- 
t^on; it was thought best not to issue any proclama- 
tion; and the lieutenant even spoke of finding some 
way to relieve the insurgents from their 'disagreeable 
situation,' Ide was in a state of terrible anxiety. 
Evidently Misroou bad heard something of current 
charges against the commander. "He had been 
charged by Captain Fremont with being a Mormon, 
and his scheme was denounced as an artifice to betray 
the whole country into the hands of the Mormons. 
And it was known that most of the garrison believed 
the foul slander."^ But the lieutenant was persuaded 

"Sevetal early Califomiana speak of Ide aa a Mormon, but there ia nothing 
authoritative on the subject. Many confounded him, I think, with Oreoii 
Hyde, And poasibly thi^ was the only fouudation for the charge of Mormon- 
ism. In the Orcgoi}> SpectatoTj Jnly 23, 1846» in connection with his procla- 
mation, Ide ii3 a&id to be a Mormon, one of 'Jo Smith's 12 apoatloa,' and 
the query is raised whether the promises alluded to had been made to the set- 
tlers as Americans or as Mormons. Ide does not make it quite clear whether 
the 'foul slander' was the chargeof beinga Mormon, orthat of being eng^ed 
in a scheme to win UaL for that sect, or both. It does not matter whether 
Lie was a Mormon or a Methodist The silence of his biographer, and the 
peculiar manner of his own references to the subject, leave some doubt as to 
the truth. 
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to rearl the proclamation ^ it conquered him; he read 
it aloud to the garrison; all approved it; ''joy and 
animation wero kindled in every heart;" triumph was 
assured; ''the battle's won; we'll triumph still, in 
spite of fears of Mormonism!" Of course it is not to 
be believed that Ide's statement is true, and that Mis- 
roon thus openly gave his support to the insurgents. 
Fanaticism closely verging on insanity is here and 
there indicated by the commander's writings. 

On June 18th a new proclamation was written, 
though Ide mentions only the copying of the old one, 
and was sent, together with a document bearing the 
signature of Alcalde Berreyesa, to be circulated with 
translations, both of this and of the original proclama- 
tion, south of the bay. A man named Booker, Boker, 
or Brooker, was chosen aa messenger; and a week 
later he posted the documents at Monterey. I give 
them in a note.* This second proclamation was much 

*'Aproclainatioii. All p«raona who will remain peaceable shall in no wi»o 
be molested or ipjared. The commander of the company of aoldiera now in 
posaeaaion of Sonoma promieea on hla word of honor to all the Calif omlans 
who do not take up arms against him peace and security, and in cajio any of 
the commander's people should in any wiae injure any peraoa who ia not coo- 
cemed, on application being made to the above mentioned authority, the of- 
fender or offendera shall be punished, the party injured not having taken up 
arms. The commander wishes to establish a good govemmeut for the prompt 
administration of justice, and with strict attention to individual rights and 
liberties, and not with the intention of molesting or permitting to be molested 
any person on account of their religioua opinions. The new government will 
tuil indefatigably to the end of acquiring everything that may be beneficial to 
the country. This government will reduce the marine duties throo or four 
parts in a thousand (?), Tt will defend its rightful intentions, with the favor 
of God and the valor of its adherents. Tho governrftent of the country has 
ordered us to retire the same way we came, and oa this is impossible on ac- 
count of our poverty, we have determined to make this country independent, 
and to establiah a system of government that will be more favorable to us 
than Buch a dangerous and long road back. I order that thia be published 
with a translation, likewise that of the ] yth of tho present month in English 
and in Spanish. William B. Ide, commander in Sonoma, June 18, 1846. 

*The 14th day of the present month this present commander took possea- 
eion of the town of Sonoma, and up to tliis date there has not been the least 
disorder, there having been nothing taken but arras, ammunition, and horses; 
and for whatever else they may have required they have solicited it of indi- 
viduals, under a promise of payment in full value the moment the government 
ia properly inatalled in the republic of California, which they are determined 
to do. Josd S. Berreyesa, 1st alcalde in Sonooia,' 

These doc. are found in ZttrAiffi'aO#! Ooriesp., MS.,n.T2; Sawyer's Doc, 
MS., 53-4, 69-60, with a memorandum byLarkin that they were found posted 
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more moderate in its tone than the first, the writer 
omitting all the former false statements bat ono, and 
confining himself for the most part to promises of re- 
form in the government. The earlier document had 
been intended mainly for foreign settlers, and for effect 
in the outside world; while this one was for the Cal- 
ifornians. Ide tells us that it "was written and re- 
written, and sent as far as San de Angelos/' causing 
more than half of Castro's army at Santa Clara to de- 
sert within three days I 

Between the departure of Misroon, on Wednesday 
the 17th, and the arrival of Fremont, on Thursday 
the 25th, in addition to a few minor events confusedly 
recorded by Ide and Ford, there were two about which 
much has been written; though both, so far as details 
are concerned, are still involved in some obscurity. 
The first was the killing of Cowie and Fowler, and 
the second a fight between Ford and Joaquin de la 
Torre. On the 18th or 19th, Fowler and Thomas 
Cowie were sent by Ide to obtain a keg of powder 
from Moses Carson at the Fitch rancho on Kussian 
River. Disregarding the advice of Ide and Ford, they 
are said to have neglected all precautions, and to have 
followed the main road. Before reaching their desti- 
nation they were captured by a party of Californians 
under Juan N. Padilla and Kamon Carrillo. These 
men, twenty or thirty in number, had been for some 
days ranging through the country, awaiting develop- 
ments at Sonoma, and expecting reenforcemcnts from 
Castro. Padilla was a Mexican barber of no influence 
or standing whatever, and CarriUo was a young CaU- 

on one of hia building on the morning of the 27tli. Thia had been done by 
Boker of Me, or N. H. , who waa one of the original party that took Sonoma, 
and who had como south to raise a force at Sta- Cruz, etc. He said that Ide 
waa living in Leese^a houae; and that the party intended to insist on Fremont 
coming forward openly to take command, else they would either organize 
without him or breSik up and retire from the contest. Ide in hia letter to 
Wambou^h mentiona thealcalde^s letter and the praclamaiion aa haviiig been 
sent by Brooker* though he impliefl that it was the original proclamation. 
TuBtin, RtcoU^t MS., 9, mentions a Henry Booker living on the Saoramento in 
1846, and thia may have been the messenger in ^ueation. 
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ibrnian not noted for his good qualities. The companj 
was composed mostly of wild and irresponsible young 
fellows, and included several desperate characters; but 
so far as can be known^ they had committed no hostil- 
ities on the ranchos round about, as they might easily 
have done. It was near Santa Rosa that the two 
Americans were captured, under circumstances of 
which nothing is known. They were killed by their 
captors, and they are said to have been mutilated in 
a most horrible manner. Some state, without details or 
known authority, that their remains were found later. 
A noted desperado named Bernardino Grarcia, or 'four- 
lingered Jack/ afterward described the details of the 
murder, representing the prisoners as having been tied 
to trees, stoned, and cut to pieces, one of them havinj^^ 
his broken jaw dragged out with a reata. His version, 
or so much of it as could decently be put in print, has 
been the current one ever since. That the Califor- 
nians, as a body, or their leaders could have committed 
so horrible a deed it is impossible to conceive. In the 
absence of positive original evidence to the contrary, 
I choose to believe that Cowie and Fowler were killed 
in an altercation, in an attempt to escape, or by an 
individual desperado. Testimony, as the reader will 
see, is vague and contradictory. This affairj however, 
did much to strengthen the insurgent cause, forcing 
the settlers through fear to take refuge with their 
families at Sonoma,^^ 

^° The vereifm given by Garcia was prini^d in the Monterey Cai^or^tiar , 
Sept. 12, 1846; waa rex)e&ted in Bryiknfs What T Sate in Col.. 291-2; and baa 
often been reproduced in tbe papers of later times. Some additional horrors, 
from an unknown sonrcej were given in the 8. F. AUa^ July 31, 1853; and 
repeated in Lanc^y's Craisc, 61-2, Vallejo, Hist. CaL, MS,, v, 12U3, fol- 
lowed by Alvarado, IJist. Col^, MS.» v, 2(M-5, deairons of course to clear 
('arrillo, his wife's brother, from the charge, states that the leaders had no 
idea of pntting the men to death; but while all wt^ro holding a, council as to 
what ahould be done with the prisoners, who were left tied to trees outside, 
Garcia, a blood-thirsty villain, tno terror of tbe whole region, fearing that they 
would be released^ went out and killed them with his dagger, ajid returned 
to boaflt of his act. This version is at least more plausibfe than the other. 
On Aug. 20, 1846| Riimon Carrillo mad© a sworn statement before Judge 
Santiago E. ArgUello at S. Die^ about the northern caiupaign. lie stated 
that before the capture of Cowie and Fowler two other pria<>n«rg had been 
taken; %hr.% the Bear party had seized the; boi-ses at Patliila's lajit^ho; and also 
Hist. Ciii.i Vol. V. n 
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Ide claims to have made, apparently just after the 
departure of Cowie aod Fowler, a reconnoissanee with 
ten men for the purpose of protecting the families of 
settlers, and to have discovered a party of twenty-five 
Galifornians, who took alarm and fled, notwithstand- 
ing the efforts made to approach them unobserved. 
This expedition may or may not explain the pursuit 
mentioned by Ramon Carrilloj and the shot tired at 
the retreating Callfornians. At any rate, Ide was 
convinced "that any attempt to get a fight, just for 

th&t tho Bear Flag men had pursued Mariano Elizalde and shot a bullet 
through his hat, Cairlilo took the two men and delivered them to Padilla^ 
who, againat his advice and that of others, insisted on having them shot- 
Pour men under a corporal were sent to ehoot and bury them- Next day 
Carrillo waa sent to report the affofr to Castro, who approved what had been 
done. Original document fouud by Benjn Hayes in 1856, in S. DieffO, Archive--^, 
MS,; see S. Diego Index, MS., fl3; Hayfs' Notes, 268; Id,^ Scmp-booh, Cal 
Notes, ir, 124t-5. But in 1864^ during the excitement caused by Ramon Car- 
lillo^s death at the bands of vigilantes, Don Julio, hia brotlier, published a 
card in the Sta Rosa Democrat, Juno 4, 1864, denying that Itamou had any- 
thing to do with the murder of 1846, or that he knew anything of the capture 
until after the men were killed. He claimed to have proofa of this, See also 
SoTioma Co. Hi^,, 107-8. In a letter of July 10th to Montgomery, Grigshy 
says, * We have found the two men who were lost on the Sta Rosa farm, lior- 
ribly maugled.* He names, aa coacemed in the murder, Ramon Mesa, 
Domingo Mesa, Juan Padilla, Ramon Carrillo, and Bernardino Garcia, all 
now believed to be soutli of the bay; and, apparently, Bias Angeliuo, in 
prison; Francisco Tibian (?), Ignacio Valenzuela, Juan Peralta, Juan Soleto (?), 
Ina^eu {t) Carrillo, Mariaso Miranda, Francisco Garc£a, Ignacio Stiggere (?), 
all m the north. By Mont^omery'a letters of July 13th, 20th, it appears 
that * fonr-fingered Jack 'was in prison at Sonoma. War v>ith Mex., Repta, 
etc.^ Operations qf U. S. Navid Forces, 184G*7, p- 25--9. In ih^ Sta Rosa De7na- 
crat, Aug. S, 1874^ SoTioma Co. SisL, 107, etc., it is etated that the renmins 
were buried where they fell, about two miles north of Sta Roaa, on the farm 
belonging in 1874 to John Underbill, and later to Geo. Moore, Ide, Biog. 
Ske^h, 167-8, saya the men were sent to Dr Bale's place for the powder. 
* They were diacovered and captured without resistance, having trusted the 
promise of the enemy that if tney would give up their arms they should re- 
ceive no harm.* He aaya they started on the 19th. Ford, Bear Fl'tg^ MS., 
16-17, says it was on the 18th; and that the news waa brought back by Sergt 
Gibson, who was sent out on the 20th. Baldridge, Days of *4^, MS., 57-8, 
heard of no definite proof that the bodies were mutilated. He says that Padilla, 
on returning toSonoma after the war, was nearly killed by one of the Bear Fla« 
men. Goronel, Gosas de Cal., M3., ir>5-60, gives a long account of the attack 
on Padilla in a saloon at Sonoma, the writer being present at the occurrence. 
He says that both Padilla and CarriJlo assured him they were not guilty as 
chained. Knight, Statement, MS., 7-11, tells us that Cowie and Fowler left 
Sonoma against the advice of their friends in a spirit of bravado. Gomez, Lo 
Qtie Sahe, MS., 80-4, claims that Padilla confessed the mutilatdon of the vic- 
tims. Several state that the two men were on their way to Bo<lega when 
captured. I do not deem it neceaaary to give a long UA of references- to 
authorities which merely mention this aSair. It would include nearly every 
one touching on tho revolution. 
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a sample of what could be done, so as in the main to 
ftvoid bloodshed, could not be efleetual unless the enemy 
were allowed an advantage of five to one; and even 
then a retreat must be feigned"! Soon it was learned 
that Todd also had been captured through the treach- 
ery of a guide employed to conduct him to the 
coast," Ford tells us, being confirmed in this particu- 
lar by Carrillo's testimony already cited, that two 
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others were taken prisonei^ at about the same time 
as Cowie and Fowler. Suspecting that the four had 
been captured, Ford, on the night of the 20th, sent 
Sergeant Gibson with four men to Fitch's rancho. 
Obtaining the powder, but no news, Gibson started 

"Ide'B letter to Wambough, in Id., Biog. Sketch, 164^70, In the BtHt. 
Bear FtaUt it is stated that Todd'a miasioii waa to cany to the ooast & lette! 
tvhiuh had arrtvetl frai^i Fri^mont on the i9th. 
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back, and near Santa Rosa was attacked by a small 
party of Mexicans, one of whom was wounded, and 
another brought captive to Sonoma* It was from him 
that information was first obtained about the murder J^ 
It is agreed by all that from about the 19th, the in- 
surgent force rapidly increased, amounting within a 
few days to about one hundred men; that many fam- 
ilies were brought into Sonoma for protection; and 
that Grigsby returned about the 21st to be put in com- 
mand of the rifle company. Idc also found time, as 
he says, to reconstruct somewhat his financial system 
so as to furnish rations to all; and to provide for the 
future by promising at least a square league of choice 
land to every man who had not already that quantity, 
resolving at the same time that the missions should 
be considered public properly, except so much as had 
been properly vested in the several churches! 

This brings us to the second prominent subject to 
which I have alluded, namely, Lieutenant Ford's cam- 
paign against the Californians. Particulars about it 
will be found, as in all that occurred in these days, 
unsatisfactory. It was on the morning of June 23d^^ 
that Ford left the fort with seventeen or eighteen 
volunteers.'* His purpose was to rescue the prison- 
era. Reports were current that Castro was crossing 
the bay with his main force. The danger of an at- 
tack on the garrison, and the less apparent danger that 
a larger party would cause the death of the prisoners, 
are the reasons given by Ido for not sending more 
men or taking command himself j and he also repeats 
at some length his orders, doubtless for the most part 

^-^ Ford's Bear Flag Eevd., MS.. 16-18. ^ 

^^ Hq calls it the ^d himaelii but there is some evidence that he is wrong. 

"Ide eaya there were 18 bosidcstlieleader; Ford, 17; the common version 
haa it 22; Baldridge thinks there were 10; and the CaMonoMiS talk of 50 or 
60. Baldridge agrees with Ide that one in every five waa choaen, all wishing 
to go; and he gives an amaaing account of the selection, and of the aucuess- 
ful efforts of one Badger Smith to join the party against the wisheia of most* 
and in spite of the fact that the lucky number of 5 did not fait to hie lot. 
Ford and Swift made some changes in the men after the first division. Bald- 
ridge was one of those who remained behind; but he gives the beat account 
extant of the expedition in many of itapLa-ses. Dav8<if '46. MS., 58-71. 
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imaginary. Ford was not very friendly to the com- 
mander, and generally ignores his authority in his nar- 
rative. It does not appear that there was an expec- 
tation of meeting any foe but the band of Padilla and 
Carrillo; and the march was directed toward Santa 
Rosa^ under the ^idance, as Ford says, of the pris- 
oner taken by Gioson. It was found on arrival that 
the Califoraians had abandoned their camp, though 
they had left a few muskets in a house near by, which 
were destroyed. Following the trail at sunset, the 
'Bears' reached Padilla 's rancho, and learned from an 
Indian that the enemy would probably camp near the 
laguna of San Antonio. The pursuers spent the 
night at a point some half a mile from the laguna; 
jind in the morning * charged* upon the place, mak- 
ing prisoners of three or four men who were found 
there. Thence, after obtaining breakfast and chang- 
ing horses, they directed their course toward San 
Rafael, and before long came suddenly upon the Cal- 
ifornians. 

Meanwhile Castro had sent one of his three divi- 
sions, fifty or sixty men, under Joaquin de la Torre, 
across from San Pablo to San Quintin, where thoy 
had landed in the evening of the 23d, and proceeded 
to San Kafael. With part of his men Torre contin- 
ued his march by night, and having been joined by 
Padilla's company from Santa Rosa, encamped early 
in the morning with about fifty men at Olompali, or 
Camilo's rancho, about midway between San Rafael 
^nd Petaluma, where he was found by the ^Bears' in 
the forenoon of the 24th, and where the fight oc- 
curred The meeting at this point was a surprise to 
both parties. The Californians were eating a late 
breakfast at the house, when an alarm was given that 
the Americanos were attacking the corral. Ford, on 
coming in sight of the rancho, made a charge upon it, 
only a few men being in sight, with a view to repeat- 
ing the affair of San Antonio, and especially of secur- 
ing a large band of horses that were seen in the cor- 
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raL He knew tiolhing of Torre's force, and even if 
the place were garrisoned, expected to meet only Pa- 
dilla's company, twenty-five at the most. Those in 
eight hurriedly retired behind a clump of trees; and 
Ford, on reaching the corral and the trees, was sur- 
prised to see at the house near by au armed force of 
forty-six. The Bears were ordered to dismount and 
take refuge behind the trees, where, concealed by the 
underbrush, they awaited an attack with their rifles 
ready. The Californians made a charge, but at the 
first discharge of the rifles Alf^rez Manuel Cantua 
was killed, and Agaton Ruiz was badly wounded. 
Torre's men retreated, firing from their saddles in a 
random way; and the firing was continued for some 
time at long range on both sides, no harm being 
done to the Americans, but several of the Califor- 
nians probably receiving slight wounds,^^ Presently 

^^ The earliest account of the a&ir that I have fooud ia that given in a 

iQtter of th@ next day^ Jun>? 2otb, from a correapondent, * Far West,' and 

printed in the Honolvlu Friend, Dec. 1^ 1846. ' The Ikst blood shed in battle- 
in Cal. flowed yesterday on the plains of Sonoma.' Tweaty revoIotioniatB at- 
tacked aud defeated 77 Caliiomians, killing 2, woujiding 2, and losing 2. 
Capt, Montgomery, in a letter to Larfein of July 2d, teUa the etory briefly, 
Fiftoen iDSurgent9 attacked by 70 Calif oroiaiiB, who Burpriaed them ju«t on 
they had put their hordes iu a corral, but were defeated, losing 4 ia killed and 
wounded. LarHn^a Doc., MS., iv. 192, Jnly 4th, Larkin to U. S. consul at 
Honolulu. Torre, driving ahead extra horses, came suddenly upon 15 or 2t> 
men of Ide'a party; both tired and parte<l, the foreigners carrying off thecxtra 
horses, loaing a Canadian, named Francis Young, and an American, while 
the Califomian lost Cantua, Ruiz, and Isidore, Id., Off. Corresp,, MS., i, 
125. July 8th, Larkin to Steams. Hepresenta the two partiea as having come 
unexpectedly upon each other, fired, and retreated — the Americans into a cor- 
ral; while Torre — seeing that he had but 60 men against 15 — tore off his 
Bhonlder-atrapa, and did not deem himself safe nntil half a mile out in the 
bay. Id., Doc., MS., iv. 202. 

In a deposition made by Ramon Cairillo before Judge Argilello on Aug. 
26, 1340, Hayes^ Scrap-boohs, Cal. Notes, iv. 125, he said: *Next day [aftei' 
the shooting of Cowie and Fowler] Padilla sent me to Sta Clara to report to 
Castro wbat had happened. Then Castro approved the act. Padilla in hi^ 
report urged Castro to send him reSnforccments and hasten his march; there- 
fore he sent 60 men under Joaquin de la Torre. We crossed to the other side, 
and had a meeting with a party o£ foreigners at Noupali. After joining 
Padilla I proposed to him to set free his prisoners, and he did so before the 
fight. Then the foe fell upon us, all being under the command of Torre, who 
ottered na to mount and fire; but seeing that he could gain no advantage, 
since moat of his men ran away, he ordered the rest to retire. We formed 
again in the plain^ where we were not attacked; and then we retreated to San 
Rafael, with one man killed and two wounded.* 

The earliest printed accoant was that in the Monterey Califomkin, Aug, 
1j, 1846; andanotlier appeared in the same paper of Sept. 12, 1846. The 
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Torre's force disappeared iu the direction of San Ra- 
fael, and the Bears came out from their cover. They 
attempted no pursuit, but secured such horses as they 
needed, and returned to Sonoma, where they arrived 
in the afternoon of the same day, eoofident that they 
had killed at least eight or ten of the foe. Though 
Ford says nothing of the American prisoners, one of 

latter waa reprinted in the S. F. Col^fomian^ June 5, 1847; was givea in sub- 
stance in Bryanfe Whcd I Saw i/tCahy 292-3; and has beenoft^in repeated in 
the newapapera. Theae accounts repre&eiit the forces engaged as 22 or 18 
against S5, and the number of killed aa S; theAmericajisfinng IS or 20 shots, 
and the Califoroians 200. Ford ia said to have charged on them with several 
iLieu, ^in auch a manner as to draw them to the edge of the wood* where the 
remainder of the force waa stationed.* The prisonera were rescued. 

In my fcextl have followed Ford's Bear Flag, MS,, 18-22, with aome sligbt 
modifications derived from Baldridge'^ Days of '46, MS., 6S-71, and other 
BoareeB. Ford aaya that after leaving guards for his 5 prisoners and 40 horses, 
hd had only 14 effective men; that the Mesicana took his movement to the 
woods as a retreat, and irmnediately chai^d; that Jiis iirat ftre kOIed 7 and 
the aecond volley 3; and that finally, the enemy being ont of range, he took 
his priaonera and 400 horsea^ and returned to Sonoma, He aaya nothing of 
the rescned American prisoners, Baldridge gives a full narrative from the 
atorytold by the men on their return. He aaya they were scattered and 
carelesa, not expecting to find any foe at the rancho. Their charge was on. the 
corral, to prevent the horses being turned loose; but fortunately the wood waa 
ut hand for their protection. Thoae tbat were behind had a narrow escapej 
and miffht have been cut off had the Californiaus acted promptly. The lattev 
renewed their fire from a hill ont of musket- range, hut the rifies did aom^ 
slight execution. Burgess^ Williams, and Badger Smith were among those 
behind the main force, the latter disbinguiahlng himself hy hia desperate 
courage. Todd escaped from the rancho house and joined hia friends while 
the fight was ^ing on, hia companion, an En£;liahman, refusing to make the 
attempt. Todd chiimed to have saved his Life while a captive^ solely by 
threatening the retaliation of his fellows on Vallejo and others at Sonoma^ 
They did not take the horses, or even go over the battle-field, or viait the 
house. Swift was in reality the leadirjg spirit of the enterprise. I^ncey, 
Cruise^ 64, follows alao Ford and Baldridgo through the medium of newspaper 
Eirticles. 

Luis German, Sue&m, MS., 18-24, ia the only native Calif omian who gives 
a tolerably accurate account of the afeir, in which he took part. He thinks, 
however, that there were 40 or 50 Americana, and aays they fired from the cor- 
ral as well as from the wood. The officers deemed it impossihZc with their ea- 
copetas and lances and horses to defeat men fighting from cover with rifles; 
and therefore ordered a retreat. Snch other Califoruians as mention the mat- 
ter give no details, contenting thcmaelvee with simply stating that Torre was 
BUrprified and defeated by the Bears, generally overstating the force of the lat- 
ter, and several of them severely criticising Torre. Oaio, Hi&t. Col., MK.j 
471-3i thinks Ford was thinking of surrender when Torre ordered a retreat! 
See also Castro^ RH., MS., 195-0; Id., Servicios, il8.; Alvarado, Hist. CtU., 
MS.,v. 190-200; Fernandez, Cot^as de CoX. , MS., laVd; Amador^ ilffwi.,MS., 
166-7i Bernal, Mem., MS., 3-4; Golirtdo, Apuntes^ MS., 55-0; FLotts, Uecttr 
erdos, MS,, O-IO; G<mez, Lo Que Sabc, MS., 283-4; Pinto, ApurU,. MS., 100. 
Vallejo, Hist. Cal, MS-, v. 129-33, t^lls ns that Ford, finding the Califor- 
nians taking their siesta, fortified themselves in a corral and opened fire npon 
the sleeping foe: Afterastubto'n resistance of an hour and a half, jo which 
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them, Todd, seems to have been rescued, and perhaps 
the other also. This fight at Olompali reflected no 
credit on Torre or his men, nor discredit on Ford and 
his little company; yet the cowardice of the one and 
the heroic deeds of the other have been greatly ex- 
aggerated in current accounts. 

two Americans and oue Californian feU, the latter retreated. Kui^ was takan 
captive, ordertnl shot, aud left witli fi^e bullets in him, but finally recovered 
after treatnoent on the PorUTnoiUhl Then the Beara sacked the ranchc and 
beat to death the venerable Dimaao Rodriguez before the face of his daughters 
and granddaughters! The same Rodriguez^ however, on June 28th renders 
an account of cattle and other properfcy taken frooi his rancho by Frtoont's 
men, to the value of 81,243. VaUejo, Doc,, MS., xiL 227. 

Ide, Biog. Shetch, 170-4, asserts that Ford rendered areport to him as fol- 
lowsi *I have done exaotlyas you ordered. We have whipped them, and 
that without recetving a scratch. Wa took their whole baud of horses, but 
owing to the fact that about one half the men (?) retreated with all possible 
haste, I did not think best to encumber onraelves^ ao wo ouly picked out each 
one a good horae.* 'Very well douel I did not order you to bring the horses,' 
etc., was Ide*9 reply. In the Hisi. Bear Flog Rtml., we readi ' Lieut L. H. 
Ford ^vaa despatched in pursuit of a company of Mexioans, and found themj 
they proved to be 200 in numberj gave them a light, killed Sand wounded 13; 
after which they fled. This victory gave a decided character to the revolu- 
tion, and convinced the Spaniards ^at it was not prudent to attempt the cap- 
ture of any more prisoners.' Fowler, Bear Party, MS., 4-5, saj^ that the 
inen were witti di&culty re&trained from plundering the ranchoa. In the 5, 
F, Caii/omian, May 29^ 1S47, it is explained that the number of killed was in- 
correctly eatimatod from the riderleas horses. Later it was learned that only 
2 were killed and 2 wounded, Martin, N^arr,, MS., 27-8, claims to have 
been one of the party that had. the fjght, under the command of Gibaon. Gil- 
lespie, Fremont'' sOaL ClaimSy 25-i>, m-entiona tho skirmish, in which 24 set- 
tlers had defeated TO Mexicans, killing 1, wounding 4, and rescuing 2 pris- 
oners. Buggs, in Napa Eegiater, April 13, 1872^ tella us that the wounded 
Califomian (Ruiz) was shot through the lungs by Swift while trying to creep 
up a gully toward the Bears. He recovered, being treated on board a U, 
S. vessel; and the writer has often seen him and Swift drink together in later 
times, the wound being exhibited and the circumstances being narrated. 
Bogga represents the (Mifomiansas using caunon. Tho sec. of war in hia re- 
l>ort of Dec. 5th, mh Cong. M Stss., II, Bx. Doc. 4, p. 51, also says that Torre 
ou his retreat lost 9 pieces of artillery I A writer in the Napa J^eporter, Oct 
12, 1872, names Grigsby as tho commander, See also mention in TuthiiVji 
Hist. OtU.f 172; -Vac. (JniGnj April 27, 18o5; and many of the recently pub- 
lished county histories. TuthUI, Smucker, and others, besides speaking of 
the capture of cannon and of transports, attribute Ford^s campaign to FriSmont 
or to men despatched by him. Fremont himself implied as much in hia cor- 
respondence. Ford accuses a Frenchman — an old mountain man known by 
most of the party, who lived near the town, apparently Beaulieu, one of Fre- 
mont's old jparty — of having acted as a spy, being allowed to pass in and out 
of the fort freely. On returning from Olompali, Ford found a wounded horse 
in Vallejo*s corral, left there by the Frenchman^ who had reported the fight, 
but could nob give a clear account of his own whereabouts and actions, Se 
wa* arrested and put in irons. 
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Some days before starting on his expedition against 
the CalifomiaDS, Lieutenant Ford had sent a messen- 
;er to the Sacramento, with an announcement that 
'astro was said to be crossing the bay with the Inten- 
tion of attacking Sonoma. Ford himself tells us that 
his letter was directed to Merritt, requesting him to 
raise a force and come to the garrison's relief. Ide 
states, however, that the message wa^ addressed to 
Fremont, informing that officer "that the men of the 
garrison had no confidence in the ability of Mr Ide to 
manage matters at the fort at Sonoma, and that they 
were in great danger of being betrayed Into the hands 
of the Spaniards," since the commander had erred in 
making conditions of peace with natives of the region. 
It is doubtless true that Ide was regarded by many 
of the insuT^ents as too much a man of theories and 
dreams for his actual position, a man who regarded 
himself a^ a great leader engaged in founding a re- 
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public, rather than a fiUbu^ter chief. At any rate, he 
was deemed eccentric, and was not popular. 

Meanwhile Fremont was waiting and watching. 
Possibly, he thought, It might not be necessary for 
him to interfere at all ; or Castro, by marching directly 
against hin^, might give his interference the desired 
form of self-defence, or bring about a state of war be- 
tween Mesico and the United States. But on the 
same day^ June 20th, there arrived Hensley and Read- 
ing from Marsh's, and John N"eal from Sonoma, with 
iiews that the attack was to be directed against the 
insui^enta; and in fulfilment of promises which, as 
already explained, he had made, Fremont felt himself 
called upon to act. On Sunday he came down to Sut- 
ter's Fort to make some final arrangements respecting 
the garrison, and to leave such part of his iwpeditTienta 
as was not needed. Next day he returned to his camp 
on American River, and on Tuesday, the 23d, he 
started with his own company, and a reenforcement 
of settlers under Hensley, some ninety men in all, for 
Sonoma, where he arrived early in the morning of the 
25th. This was Fremont's first open cooperation 
with the insurgents; though a month later, when the 
insurrection seemed to have been successfully merged 
in the conquest, he virtually claimed in his letters 
that all had been done by him or under his orders.^ 

On June 26th, Fremont, reenforced by Ford's men 
and others from the constantly increasing garrisoii, 

^ Fremont to Benton, and B. to pres. 2^il€s' Eeg., lisi. 173-4, 161. I do 
not give referencea for Fremont's march from Bao- to Sonoma, aa there are 
neither doubts nor details to be preaeutod. Ide, letter to Wamboiigh, tella 
us that Fremont at first criticised and ridicnlod the proclamation and all that 
liad been done; but very soon pretended to approve alj, except that his own 

K:TancesatCaatro'a hands had not been added to the list named in the proc- 
ation, which he complimented without limit as to style and matter] But 
FnSmont did not yet propose to taJie any part in the revolution, desiring sim- 
ply to visit the bay as an explorer, and to accompany the insurgent army 
under Pord 1 Ide's idea was that Fremont had cTq>ccted Castro to scatter the 
insurgents and then attack him, a neutral party; that he came toSonomaaud 
to Ban Rafael still Intent only on getti ug himseH attacked and thus provoking 
a war, and that he finally pretended to join the movement when ail the work 
had been done, merely to appropriate to himself the glory; in fact* that he 
used the Bears as eat's-paws to get his chestnuts from the fire— and tiiere was 
certainly a color of truth in all this. 
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which was 75 strong after his departure, marched 
with about 130 men to Sau Rafael. Here Torre and 
Padiha were understood to be; and hither Castro 
might be expected to come with the rest of his army. 
No enemy, however, was found to oppose a peaceable 
occupation of the mission buildings, where the insur- 
gent force remained for about a week. The period 
was for the most part an uneventful one. Castro did 
not deem it best to cross the bay, and the exact 
whereabouts of Torre could not be ascertained. 

On Sunday, the 28th^ the orJy blood of Fremont's 
campaign was spilled, and that under such circum- 
stances as to leave a stain of dishonor upon the com- 
mander and some of his men, A boat was seen 
crossing from San Pablo. It contained four men, 
and was apparently steering for a landing at or near 
Point San Pedro, several miles from the mission. 
Kit Carson was sent with two or three companions 
to intercept them. After starting, Carson turned 
back-^o testifies Jasper O'Farrell, an eye-witness — 
to ask Fremont, "Captain, shall I take those men 
prisoners?" The reply, given with a wave of the- 
hand, was, "I have no room for prisoners," Then 
they advanced, alighted from their horses, and from 
a distance of about fifty yards deliberately shot three 
of the strangers, who had landed and were approach- 
ing the mission. The three victims were the twin 
brothers Francisco and Ramon de Haro, aged about 
twenty, sons of a prominent citizen and former al- 
calde of San Francisco, and Jos^ de los Reyes Ber- 
reyesa^ an old man who owned a rancho near Santa 
Clara. Two divisions of Castro's army being at San 
Pablo with the intention of crossing the bay as the 
other division had done, one of the Haro boys volun- 
teered to carry a message to Joaquin de la Torre, the 
message relating doubtless to details of the plan for 
crossing. The other boy wished to accompany his 
brother and share his risks; and the old man Berrey- 
esa insisted on being permitted to cross with his 
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nephews. Hia son was alcalde of Sonoma, reported 
to be a prisoner of the Osos; and the anxiety of a 
father and mother bad impelled him to leave his 
home and seek an opportunity of visiting Sonoma, 
One of the Castroa of Sau Pablo carried them over 
in his boat, left them at the landing, and returned- 
while the others started on foot for San Rafael, 
knowing nothing of its occupation by the insurgents. 
Their fate has been told.^ 

'Fremont, letter to Benton, Niles^ ^^J^i ^xxL 191, says simply: 'Threa of 
Castro'a party, having lauded on the Soiioiua side in advance, w^sre killed 
near the Dcacli; and beyond this thore was uo logs on eitlior aide,' Benton, 
Id., 174, mentions the killing of Oowie and Fowler, *in return for whicl* 
three of Do la Torre's men lacing takea were instantly shot.' Gvlkspie, Fr^- 
mont^sOaL Olaims^ 23, says that on the afternoon of the 26th * letters were in- 
tercepted which disclosed their plana, and required Dc la Torre to send horaea 
to the point the next morning to mount 80 men who would be sent over at 
that time.' These letters, if there be no error, were probably those brought 
by Haro, Jasper O'Farrell, in the Los Aitgeles Star, Sept. 27, 1856, perhaps 
taken from another paper, besides narrating the facta of the nmrder as in my 
text, states that Carson claimed to have done the act unwillingly by Fre- 
mont's order. In the same paper ia a letter from J. S. Berrcyesft, in which, 
after narrating the circumatancea of the killing, he states that the clothing of 
his dead fat}ier and cousios was stripped from their bodies by their 'tnurder- 
era, and that Fremont refused to order the giving-up of his father's sarape, 
which one of the men was wearing, and which the son finally bought for $25. 
June 30th, Leidesdorff \vrite8 to I^irkin of the shooting, which took place 
'* day before yesterday. ' He names Sei^t Manuel Castro as one of the killed. 
This report seems to have been current for a time. L<trkiih*a Doc, MS., iv. 
1S9. Rico, Mem-t MS., 1^23, gives the most detailed account of the depart- 
ure of the meBSengers, Eico having been the officer immediately concerned in 
sending the meeaenger> The first news of what had happened was brought 
by Torre the next day. Ford is silent on this matter. Ide, in hia letter to 
Wambough, Biog. H&dch, 190, says: 'The flying Spaniards drew lota among 
their number, and three men, prepareci with letters (intended to deceive the 
Bears) in their boots, put themselvea in the power of their pursuers, threw 
away their arma, and lell on their kneee begging fer quarter; but the orders 
were to take no prisoners from this band of rearderere, and the men were 
ehot, and never rose from the grouml. . .One of the men deelared witli his 
dying breath that he expected death, that he came on purpose to die for the 
benefit of his countrymen *! Bidwell, CW, ire I84I-S, MS., 170, and several 
others name O. P. Swift as one of Carson's companions, Hargrave, Cal. in 
'^j MS., 8, thinks Carson and a Frenchman were alone responsible for the 
deed. Swasey, Friimont's devout admirer, Cai. ^45-€, iXS.. JO, thinks that 
*the firing was perfectly justifiable under the circnmatances'I Fowler^ Bea.r 
Party, MS., 5, who was present at the time, says that Carson and the Cana- 
dian, who were alone responsible, were drunk. Martin, Narr., MS., 2fl, who 
claims to have been the sentinel who Bretsawthe boat, and one of the iiye who 
captured and shot the men, as well as Chas Brown, Early Events, MS., 25-6^ 
who married a sister of the Haros, and several Califomians, state that the bodies 
of the victims were allowed to lie unburied where they fell for several days. 
Phelps, ^bre and Afl, 286-90, seems to have originated the absurd story that 
on one of the men was found an order from Castro to Torre to kill every for- 
eigner he could find, man, woman, and child; and this story has been re- 
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The kllliuf; of Berreyesa and the Haros was a 
brutal murder^ like the killing of Cowie and Fowler, 
for which it was intended as a retaliation. Its perpe- 
trators put themselves below the level of Garcia and 
Padilla. The Californians^ or probably one desperado 
of their number, had killed two members of a band of 
outlaws who had imprisoned their countrymen, had 
raised an unknown flag, had announced their purpose 
of overthrowing the government^ and had caused great 
terror among the people — the two men at the time of 
their capture being actively engaged in their unlawful 
service. In revenge for this act, the Bears deHber- 
ately killed the first Californians that came within their 
reach, or at least the first after their own strength 
became irresistible. The three victims were not mem- 
bers of Padilla's party, nor were they suspected of 
being such, nor charged with any offence. As mes- 
sengers between Castro and Torre, their mission was 
a perfectly legitimate one ; and so far as was known 
at the time of the shooting, they were not engaged in 
any public service whatever. They were in no sense 
spieSj as has been sometimes implied. The statement 
that they brought orders to kill every man, woman, 
and child of the foreigners was an absurd fabrication; 
but had it been true that such papers were found on 
them, or even had it been proved that they had been 
the very murderers of Cowie and Fowler, these facts 
would afford no justification to those who killed them, 
because such facts could not have been known until 
after their death. They were given no chance for 
defence or explanation, but killed in cold blood at long 
rifle-range. Viewed in its most favorable light, the 
act was one of cowardly vengeance. Members of the 

peatetl by Ltmcey, Crukef 68. aad copied from him in. Marin Co- Ifial-t 83, 
and aerenJ. other works. The ncwapapera havo ofteo mentioned this aHair in 
connection with the famous Haro claim to lands in S. F. The Galifomians, 
B.S a rule, give an accurate acconut of this occurrence. See Oasiroj HeL, 
MS., 190-9; Alvarado, Hist. Oal,, MS., v. 207-10; Valleja, Hist. Col., MS,, 
V. 138-41; Berreyesa, Rdadon, MS., 1-7; Bental, Mem.y MS., 1-3; Galifido, 
A/ntnteSj MS., 56; Saachez, Notaa^ MS., 15; Juarez, Narrative, ^iS.; Atna' 
d(^, Jlfem., MS., 167i Vallejo, Notag, MS., 115^16, 
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Bear party, and apologists of their acts, have wisely 
had but little to say of the matter, always refusing to 
go beyond vague generalities. Of course John C 
Fremontj as cotiimander of the insurgents, is to be held 
responsible for the murder. That he personally gave 
the order which led to the result depends on the tes- 
timony of one person, a man whose reputation foi- 
veracity was good. Injustice toFrdmont, it isfairto 
say that the testimony was first publicly given during 
the political campaign of 1856, at a time when preju- 
dice was generally more potent than love of truth; 
but justice also requires me to call attention to the 
fact that Fremont has never, so far as I know, denied 
the accuracy of OTarrelfs assertion. 

Meanwhile scouting parties from the camp at San 
Rafael were trying to learn of Torre's whereabouts. 
They were not very successful;'but late in the after- 
noon of the same day the messengers were shot they 
captured an Indian on whose person was found a let- 
ter in which Torre announced his intention of attack- 
ing Sonoma early the next morning. This letter, 
together with the one that had previously been inter- 
cepted, having been taken perhaps from Hare's dead 
body, making known Castro's plan of crossing before 
the hour of the proposed attack, caused Fremont to 
fear that Ide's garrison waa in danger;* and he at 
once set out with nearly all his force, perhaps against 
the judgment of Ford and Gillespie, for Sonoma, 
where he arrived before sunrise on the 29th» There, 
also, if we may credit Ide's account, a letter had 
been intercepted, addressed to some of the natives, 
and disclosing the plan of attack. The citizens were 
in great terror, and wished to leave the town. This 
was not permitted; but as night came on they were 
allowed the jail as a shelter for the men, and Vallejo's 
house for the women and children. The garrison 
meanwhile made every preparation for defence; can- 

•July 30th, Leidesdorff to Larkia also wrote that Torre waa to move 
against Sonoma 'yesterday/ LotHu'b Doc, MS., W. 189- 
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uon, rifle, and muaket were loaded and primed, and 
sentinels were posted. Just before dawn the ad- 
vanced sentries heard the distant tramp of horses. 
Clearly, the threatened attack was to be a reality. 
Without vouching for its accuracy, I quote Ides 
raelodraraatic narrative of what followed. " Thus 
prepared, in less than one minute from the first 
alarm, all listened for the sound of the tramping 
horses — we heard them coming! — then, low down 
under the darkened canon we saw them coming! In 
a moment the truth flashed across my mind; the 
Spaniards were deceiving usl In a moment orders 
were given to the captains of the 18-pounders to re- 
serve fire until my rifle should give the word; and, to 
prevent mistake, I hastened to a position a hundred 
yards in front of the cannon, and a little to the right- 
oblique, so as to gain a nearer view. 'Come back; 
you will lose your life I' said a dozen voices. 'Silence!' 
roared Captain Grigsby; 'I have seen the old man in 
a bull-pen before to-day 1' The blankets of the ad- 
vancing host flowed in the breeze. They had ad- 
vanced to within 200 yards of the place where I 
stood. The impatience of the men at the guns be- 
came intense, lest the enemy came too near, so as to 
lose the efiect of the spreading of the shot. I made 
a motion to lay down my rifle. The matches were 
swinging. 'My God! They swing the matches!' 
cried the well known voice of Kit Carson. 'Hold 
on, hold on ! ' we shouted, ' 'tis Fremont, 'tis Fremont 1 ' 
in a voice heard by every man of both parties, we 
cried, while Captain Fremont dashed away to his left 
to take cover behind an adobe house; and in a mo- 
ment after he made one of his most gallant charges 
on our fort; it was a noble exploit; he came in a full 
gallop, right in the face and teeth of our two long 
18's!"* 

It did not take long for Fremont to convince him- 
self that he had been outwitted; and after a hasty 

^Ide*s Biog. Sketch, 187-flCL 
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breakfast he set out again for San Rafael, where he 
arrived within twenty-four hours of the time he left it 
— to learn that Torre had made good use of his time to 
recross the bay and rejoin Castro with all his original 
force, and such residents of the northern frontier as 
chose to accompany him. The wily Californian had 
written letters expressly intended to fall into the 
hands of the Osos, and thus facilitate his own escape. 
After retreating before twenty rifles, he had no wish 
to face two hundred. He left San Rafael just be- 
fore Fremont's first arrival; and, as Castro's force 
did not arrive, he soon began to consider his position 
a critical one. Facilities for crossing the bay were 
so uncertain that it was not safe to be seen at any 
landing while the mission was occupied by the foe; 
therefore Don Joaquin feigned an advance into the 
interior toward Petaluma, and wrote the letters to be 
intercepted. The ruse was entirely successful ; and, 
Fremont's force having been sent to Sonoma, the Cali- 
fornians, to the number of 75 or 80, appeared at Sauza- 
lito iu the morning of Juno 29th, Captain Richard- 
son had an old launch, or lighter, lying at anchor there, 
which he declined to lend, but which he permitted 
Torre's men to *take by force;' and all were soon afloat. 
Wind and tide were not favorable, and for a long time 
they lay near the shore, in great fear lest Fremont 
should return, and no less apprehensive of pursuit by 
the boats of the Portsmouth, Some were so frightened 
that they believe to this day that they were thus pur- 
sued. But long before the Bears had returned to 
San Rafael the Californians had landed at San Pablo, 
whence, with the other divisions of the 'grand army/ 
they marched nest day to Santa Clara.* 

^Lnis Qermao, SucesoHy MS., lS-24, gives the raoat connected and de- 
tailed acconnt ol Torre's escape. Fremont, in his letter to Benton, followed, 
by the set of authorities that obtained their information from that letter, 
clainja, in a, general 'way, the credit of having driven Torre away, besides de- 
stroying his transports and spiking his cannon south of the bay, a« wiil pres- 
ently be noticed. Gillespie, IiV6moTti^n CaL Olaiinsj 2S, haa the assurance to 
write: *Capt. Fremont t-etumed to Sonoma, leaving a force to protect San 
Raphael. This movement, executed ^ith so much promptness, alarmed De. 
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Having thus 'driven' Torre and his men away, 
Fremont and the Bears had no further oppositioQ to 
fear north of the bay^ and no reason to remain longer 
at San Rafael; yet before their departure for Sonoma 
two minor enterprises were undertaken, which, if they 
served no other purpose, figured somewhat attractively 
in reports of this grand campaign. On July 1st Prt5- 
mont and Gillespie visited Phelps on board the Mos- 
coWj and having removed that gentleman's scruples by 
the assurance that war had really been declared, and 
that they were "acting In obedience to orders of the 
United States government," obtained his cooperation 
for a movement on San Francisco. Phelps furnished 
hia vessel's launch with a crew, going himself as pilot, 
to carry Frt^mont and about twenty of his men across 
to the old Castillo, Wading ashore through the surf, 
and boldly entering the fort, this band of warriors 
proceeded to spike the ten guns found there, and to 
wade back to the boat. In the absence of a garrison, 
with no powder, it is not surprising that, so far as can 
be known, not one of the ten cannon offered the 
slightest resistance. But the energies of the insur- 
gents were not exclusively directed against abandoned 
guns; for next day ten of their number, under Sem- 
ple, appeared in the streets of Yerba Bueua, at noon, 

Lt Torre to sach a decree tbat be fled with his commajid in the most cowardly 
manner to SausaJito, where he atole Mr fiichairdaon's launch, and escaped 
across the bay'! Phelps, Jiwe and Aft, 286-92, was at Sauaalito at the 
time, in command of the Moficov.\ and ho gives an inaccurate version of what 
occurred, which has, however, been comaiderably used by later writers. He 
says that Fremont sent him, Phelps, word that he would drive Torre to Bau- 
zftlito that nighty whence he could not escape without the Mo^tcow^6 boats. 
Fhelpa proceeded to make all safe, and took the precautioa to anchor farther 
out a launch lying near the beach, putting some provisions on board for Fre- 
mont's usel But when Torre arrived in the morning, a b<^t waa mysteri- 
ously procured from Ycrba Buena, and the launch was reached, Fhelpa in- 
formed the commander of the Poriamm^iA, bnt he declined to intercept tbo 
fu^tives, Montgomery, writing to Larfcin July 2d, LarJdif^B Doc, MS,, iv. 
1 02, speaks of Torre aa having been chased hy Fremont, barely escaping by 
hia good luck in finding a large freight boat. Ford, BearFIo^ ffevolutiont 
MS., 22-5, claims that he and Crillespie opposed the march to Sonoma. The 
Hist. Be/ir Flag agrees for the moat part with Idc— naturally, as Ide was its 
chief author. It speaks of Castro having aeut; 200 men across the bay. Lar- 
kin. Off. Corre.-ip.j MS,^ i. 125, in a letter of July 4th to the XT. S. consul at 

Honolulu, speaks of Torre's defeat, and of the trick bv which lie escaped. 
ITisT. Cal., Vot. V. 12 



*- 
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and captured Robert Kidley, captain of the port, who 
was taken from his house and sent to New Helvetia, 
This was doubtless done at the instigation of "Vice- 
consul Leidesdorff, who, as we have seen, had repeat- 
edly denounced Ridley and Hinckley as "more Mex- 
ican than the Mexicans themselves," in their opposi- 
tion to the Bear movemont. Hinckley would doubt- 
less have shared Ridley's fate bad he not died two 
days before* Obtaining such supplies as were to be 
found on the Moscow, together with cattle from the 
ranchos of the region about San Rafael, Premont re- 
turned with the whole insurgent force to Sonoma. 
Through Benton he ingeniously contrived, without 
quite committing himself to a falsehood, to create the 
impression among the people of the United States, 
not only that he had been in active command of the 
revolutionists from the first, but that finally, after de- 
feating Torre, he had driven him across the bay, spik- 
ing his cannon, destroying his transports, and break- 
ing up all communication between the north and south 
— ^thus making the whole campaign a brilliant suc- 
cess!" 

The 4th of July was celebrated at Sonoma by 
the burning of much gunpowder, reading of the 
declaration of independence, and a fandango in the 
evening. Fremont and his men returned from San 
Rafael that day, or more probably the evening be- 
fore; at any rate, in time to take part in the festivi- 
ties.^ Next day, though some say that also was on the 

•Fremont to Benton, ami R to prea., in NUes' Beg., Ixxi, 173, 191. 
MontgomeTYf in two postscripts to a letter of July 2d to Larkm, mentions the 
spiking of the ^aaa and capture of Ridley. Larlun^a Doc.^ MS., iv. 192. 
PhelpB, Fore^ and Aft, 285-92, gives tbe fullest acconnt of tlie first a:^ir — in 
fact, all we know of it, bo far as detaiia are concerned. See also Brytmt^s 
What I Saw in Cal, 294r-6; TuthUT^ Hist. Cal., 173-4; Lancey's CruUe, 70, 
72; Upham's L\f€ Fr^ont, 233-4; Yolo Co, /list., 16. 

^Fr^raont in his letter to Benton, and Gillespie in his testimony, say 
that they returned on the evening of the 4th; but tho latter speaks of the 
salutes fired during the day. According to the Hiet. Bear Flag, the return 
was on the 3d. Saldridge says that the declaration, a copy which the 
writer had brought over the monntaius, waa read by lieut Woodworth of 
the navy. 
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4th, the people were called together to deliberate oti 
matters of public importance. Respecting details of 
what was accomplished, our evidence is meagre and 
contradictory to a certain extent; but it is certain 
that a new military organization was effected, and 
that Fremont was put in command of the insurgent 
forces, Ide's authority terminating on that day. 
Fremont himself says: ''In the morning I called the 
people together and spoke to them in relation to the 
position of the country, advising a course of opera- 
tions which was unanimously adopted. California 
was declared independent, the country put under 
martial law, the force organized, and officers elected. 
A pledge, binding themselves to support these meas- 
ures and to obey the officers, was signed by those 
present. The whole was placed under my direction. 
Several officers from the Portsmouth were present at 
this meeting,"^ William Baldridge claims to have 
been chairman of the meeting, and names John Bid- 
well as secretary," Bidwell tells ua that Fremont — 
after a speech in which he expressed his willingness 
to cooperate, criticised some irregularities of the past^ 
and insisted on implicit obedience — named Ide, Read- 
ing, and the writer as a committee to report a plan 
of organization. Unable to agree, each made a re- 
port of his own, with the understanding that Gillespie 
should select one of the three. He chose Bidwell's, 
perhaps on account of its brevity. As presented by 
the author from memory, it was a simple agreement 
to render military service in support of independ- 
ence,*" 

*F. to B. NUe^ ^cg., Ixxi. 191, Benton made some improvemoDts on 
thia as on otlier parta of the same lettor as follows: ' The north side of the 
bay was now cleared of the enemy, and on July 4th Capt. JV^mont called 
the Americans together at Sonoma, addressed them upon the dangers of 
their position, and reconunended a declaration of independence, and war 
upon Caatro and his troops as the Milj means of safety. The independence 
was imnjediately declared, and war proclaimed,' These etatemente were 
repeated in substance by the secretary of war, and by many other writers, 
some of whom go so far ha to say that Frtoont waa elected governor \ 

* Baldridge^ Daya of '46, M3,, 6. 

'*"To be signed by all willing to prosecute the war ah-eady begun, to 
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The document signed at Sonoma on July 5th, so 
far as I know, is no longer extant; nor have we any 
written contemporary record of that day's transactions. 
Yet it appears clearly to me that no radical changes 
were effected in the plan of revolt; that nothing like 
a new declaration of independence was made> that 
there was no official act Ignoring what had been al- 
ready accomplished. It was simply the fonnal and 
public assumption by Fremont of a command which 
by most of the insurgents he had been expected to 
assume, or even deemed tacitly to hold from the first. 
He had virtually thrown off his mask of caution by 
his San Rafael campaign, and it was hardly possible, 
even had ho desired it, to draw back now. Naturally 
ho required pledges of obedience and discipline; and 
military reorganization was of course necessary for 
active operations against Castro. 

To one, however, William B» Ide, this day's doings 
were of no small import, since they put an end to all 
his greatness. He characterized them as ^'events and 
circumstances which changed the character of our 
enterprise, and presented California to the United 
States as a trophy of that species of conquest that 
wallows in the blood of murder, or of that ignoble 
traffic that makes the price of liberty the price of 
blood, instead of presenting the same fair land on 
terms of honorable compact and agreement, such as all 
the world can participate in without loss or dishonor, 
by the free, frank expression of voluntary consent and 
;ood-will of the parties." Ide regarded himself as the 
leader of the revolutionists, and as the founder of a 
republic. He moreover regarded the revolution as a 
complete success. lu his eyes the triumph had al- 
ready been won; California had been wrested from 

wit: the undersigned agree to organize and to remain in service aa long as 
neceaaary for the purpose of gaining and maintaining the independence of 
California, * Thia was signed by all at Sonoma, inclufling Fn^mont's men, 
and waa signed by others later at the Mokelamne River on the march south ; 
since which time it has not appeared, Bidwefl's Cal. in IS4IS, MS, , 171-*. 
This oathor puts Fremont's speech on the 4th, and the f&ndango on the even- 
ing of Sunday the i^tb, after the organi^tion. 
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Mexico. There remained only the trifling foriDality 
(»f taking possessioQ of that part of the country south 
of San Francisco Bay, and this would already have 
been wellnigh accomplished had Fremont not pre- 
vented the sending of reenforcements to Weber at 
San Jos^,^^ It was Ida's plan, as he claims, and as 
there is no good reason to doubt, when once he had 
fully established a free and independent government, 
to apply for admission to the American Union on terms 
to be settled by negotiations, in which of course ho 
personally would play a prominent r61e. This method 
of annexation in his view would not only give him the 
fame and profit to which he was entitled, but was 
more honorable to the United States and just to the 
Californians than the plan of conquest finally adopted. 
Naturally, holding these views, Ide regarded Fre- 
mont's 'unwarrantable interference' as a grievous 
wrong. His theory was that Fremont, finding that 
his original plan of provoking an attack by Caatro 
had failed, and that the revolutionists had succeeded 
without his aid, had deliberately plotted with other 
United States officei^ to obtain command of the move- 
ment- His purpose was believed to bo twofold: first, 
to gain for himself glorj^ as conqueror of California; 
and second, to give the country to the United States 
without the troublesome negotiations and treaty stip- 
ulations which would be necessary in dealing with 
an independent government,^ As to the means by 

*' /de'a BiGg. Sketcht 191, etc. He aaya three tnen had aiTived on July lat, 
with news of preparationa south of the bay. He at once made ready a boat 
to fiend arma and other aid; but Fremont managed to prevent the measure on 
one pretext and another, really to prevent the complete eucceas of thorevolu* 
tion until he couM obtain excluj^ive co^itrol. Ide's editor, hia brother, says: 
'The civil and military authority of Mexico had been thoroughly wiped out; 
California was not, and had not been, from the 15th of June to the 5th of 
July under Mexican rule. She was what her rude national flna had from day 
to day proclaimed: the California Eepublio. During these 20 days there was 
no obstruction, by a eonflictiug party to the eserciae by the Bear iHag gov- 
ernment of its entire functions and prerogatives of natioiial independence [ p, 
207. 

'"Ide'a version of the * second edition revised and corrected* of ETr^- 
niont'a plan is as follows; Mat, secure the command of the independent 
forces of the Bear Flag republic, 2dj hobt the IT. 8, flag» aixd follow up 
to the entire eouqnost. 3d, if i^o war between Mex. and the U. S, eusue, 
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which the plot was carried out, Ide gives the follow- 
ing explanation : The people were assembled at Sal- 
vador Vallejo's house, Fremont's 72 men, with eight 
or ten 'gentlemen officers' from the ships, under 
arms in one room; and about 280 of the Bears un- 
armed in another, with an armed sentry between the 
two. Then Fremont entered the larger room with 
Gillespie and others, and made a speech. He still 
declined to meddle in California politics, but was 
willing to render aid against Castro, whom he de- 
nounced as a usurper, on condition that the insur- 
gents would pledge themselves to '* abstain from the 
violation of the chastity of women,^* to cocduct the 
war honorably, and to obey their officers implicitly. 
Ide then made a speech, consenting to the pledge of 
obedience, to draft which a committee was chosen. 
The larger assembly named Ide on this committee^ 
whereupon the smaller, 'the council of friends/ named 
two of their number. In committee meeting the ma- 
jority, being and representing men who were not con- 
nected with the Bear Flag movement at all, favored 
setting aside all that had been done in the past and 
starting anew ; and this idea was embodied in their 
report. The reasons ur^ed were: 1st, that July 5th 
immediately follows the 4th; 2d, that Fremont, as 
'advisory leader/ should begin with the beginning; 
and, 3d, that in changing the 'administration/ a new 
organization was proper — " or, more definitely, that 
we who are out of office may have a chance to get 
in/' After an ineffisctual attempt to get possession of 
the chair by the representatives of the smaller body, 
the majority report was first submitted for approval; 
and then that of the minority — but here Ides narra- 
tive abruptly terminates. We have no means of 

sell out sH the military stores of the U. S. to the gort of CaL, ajud oht^in 
Cal. by treaty with the now covt; but in the event of a war, to seize and 
acqiiire the whole by the right of eouqueet.' The o^cer who should thii& 
violate national honor would naturaUy be cashiered hy his govt ; *yet as a 
solace for hia dishonor [to uae the language of our informant, who was one of 
said U- S. officers], he will be in town with a pocket full of rocks.' Biog. 
Sketchf 195. Ford^s narrative does not include theac matters. 
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knowing this author's version of the final result, or 
of the methods by which Fremont succeeded in his 
main purpose of obtaining the command, notwith- 
standing the numerical strength of the Bears as cotn- 
pared with the 'council of friends,' Perhaps Ido 
would have represented the adoption of Bidwell's 
brief pledge as a victory over those who wished to 
blot out all that had been done before July 5th, and 
his own withdrawal in favor of Fremont as a com- 
promise intended to prevent dissensions; or perhaps 
his claim might be to have resigned in disgust, be- 
cause his policy could not be fully carried out. 

The truth is that Ide greatly overrated his influence 
and achievements. He believed himself entitled to the 
glory of having organized a great revolution, won a 
great victory^ and founded a great republic. His comr 
panions of the original Bear party looked upon him 
as an honest, zealous, but eccentric and somewhat fa- 
natical old man, whose zeal, good sense, and education 
rendered him as well fitted for the command as any 
of their number after the departure of Semple and 
Grigsby, and whose eccentricities and mania for theo- 
rizing and writing and making speeches could not be 
regarded as a serious fault on the part of a garrison 
commander. They cared nothing for his political 
theories, and never thought of him as in any sense a 
rival of Fremont. It was on the latter's cooperation 
that they had founded their hopes of successful revolt 
from the first, and they were ready to welcome his 
accession to the active comnaand at any time, regard- 
ing it as practically an alliance with the United 
States. Sympathy is naturally excited in Ide's behalf 
by reason of his many good qualities, by his devotion 
to what seemed to him a worthy cause, by the earnest- 
ness with which he presents his wrongs, and by the 
fact that Fremont did unquestionably rob him of a 
certain portion of what both parties and the world at 
large regarded as fame. But it must be borne in mind 
that his cause was in reality a bad one — mere fillbus- 
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terism; that his influence in promoting the revolt had 
been much less than that of Fremont; and that, far 
from having conquered CaHfornia aa he believedj he 
had really accotnplisbed little or nothing toward that 
conquest. Moreover, it is not easy to comprehend that 
his plan of giving the country to the United States 
was in any way more honorable than that by which the 
annexation was effected, and which he so violently 
denounces. 

Kespecting the military organization effected on 
July 5th at Sonoma, I have found no contemporary 
records whatever. All that is known of the Califor- 
nia battalion as it was at first oi^anized is that it num- 
bered about 250 men of the Bear Flag party and Fre- 
mont's osplorers; formed into throe companies under 
John Grigfc^by, Henry L. Ford, and Granville P. Swift 
respectively as captains; all under the command of 
Fremont, though it doe?* not appear what was the 
exact rank and title — perhaps acting major — assumed 
by that officer; and with Lieutenant Gillespie appar- 
ently as adjutant.^^ About the terms of enlistment 
we have only Bidwell's memory of the paper signed 
by the volunteers. Ide seems to have joined the force 
as a private. Something more of detail about the 
battalion in a later stage of its development will appear 
in the annals of the conquest- Captain Grigsby with 
50 men or more remained at Sonoma. The rest of the 

*' Fri^mont says nothing of the force; simply mentions that it was organ- 
ized nnder his command^ Uiat officers were elected, Grigaby and 50 men being 
left at Sonoma, Niles^ J^eg.y Ixxi. 191. Gillespie, Fr^Tiioni's Cal. Claitm, 28, 
eaya that four companies were organized, one beinK left at Sononia, and that 
the whole force was 224. Ilensley, /(/.» 35, saysi *We organized the "Califor- 
nia Battalion/^ adopting the "grizzly bear'* aa our emblem, requesting C^pt. 
Fremont to take command of the battklioo, and of all the forces and reaourcea 
of the country, which command he accepted.' In a contribution to the AUa^ 
July 3, I860, Gillespie gare the force aa 250, 70 being left at Soixoma; and 
names himeelf as adjut^t and inspector, with rank of captain. Followed by 
Lancey^s Cruise, 73, 102. in the Bear Flag Hkt.tW^ieiid that the volunteers 
wore * organized into three companies under captains Grigaby, Ford, and 
Swift, leaving a email artillery company to take charge of the fort. * Ide says 
nothing of the organization, but states that there were about 350 men at 
Sonoma. Bldwell mentions the eleotion of captains Ford and Swift only. 
Baldridgo says there waa aome rivalry for the post of senior captain; but 
Grigaby waa choaen. By different authorities the force of the battalion on 
Brrival at Monterey la given as 160 or 180 men. 
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force under Fremont started July 6th for the Sacra- 
mento, there to make preparations for an advance 
upon Castro, taking with them such horses, cattle, 
and other needed supplies as the Bears had accumu- 
lated, or as they could find in the adjoining ranches. 
Fremont and his battalion arrived at Sutter's Fort, 
and moved up to the old camp on the American River 
on the 9th and 10th of July. It was the avowed in- 
tention to march with the least possible delay against 
Castro in the south; and it is of course impossible to 
prove that such was not Fremont's real purpose. I 
suspect, however, that he would have found a plausi^ 
ble pretest for delaying the movement for several 
weeks, in expectation of news that war had been de- 
clared. He was by no means afraid of Castro's forces, 
nor was he averse to a fight in which old scores might 
be settled; but his position as an oflScer of the United 
States was a delicate one. By postponing hostile ac- 
tion until the news of war should come, he might, 
thanks to his past caution, set up the plea, if by rea- 
son of official censure or other motives it should seem 
safest, that he had not instigated the revolt or taken 
any active part in it, but had taken the nominal com- 
mand at the last for any one of a dozen reasons which 
his fertile brain would suggest It is by no means 
impossible that he might have found it politic under 
certain circumstances to assume the ground imputed 
to him by Ide, that he had gained control of the move- 
ment solely to remove obstacles, in the shape of an 
independent government, to the military conquest of 
the country. The desired tiding arrived, however, 
on the very day that the battalion camped on the 
American; so that the movement even from its be- 
[inning at Sonoma has been known as a 'pursuit of 
■astro,' news of whose retreat from Santa Clara 
reached the Sacramento at about the same time. With 
the news of Sloat's operations at Monterey, there came 
a U, S, flag, which was raised nest morning, July Htli, 
over Sutter^s Fort; the stars and stripes had already 
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been floating at Sonoma for two days; tlie Bear Flag 
revolt was at an end. 

In an introductory chapter to the general subject, 
and in the course of my narrative, I have already 
said quite enough respecting the causes, effects, and 
general character of the Bear Flag revolt, and I do 
not propose to re5pen the subject even en resume, 
Neitiier do I deem it best to notice, except in a pass- 
ing glance, the actions of the insur^ente respecting 
private persons and property while m possession of 
Sonoma and the surrounding region. It is not possi- 
ble to ascertain the exact truth in this matter. Those 
connected with the movement, almost without excep- 
tion, both in statements of the time and in later tes- 
timony, declare that no outrage or excess was com- 
mitted; that hut little private property except horses 
was taken, and these always with the consent of the 
owners, who took receipts to prove their claims against 
the new government later. It is not necessary to be- 
lieve that all this was literally true; there can be no 
doubt that small quantities of plunder were taken by 
the Insurgents from many citizens without any for- 
malities whatever; and it is not likely that the ran- 
cheros were eager to part with their horses and cattle, 
even in exchange for the Bears' promises to pay. 
Yet it is certain that the lea-ders did their best to 
restrain their somewhat unruly followers; and their 
efforts were, all circumstances considered, successful. 
IWely if ever has a filibuster revolt been conducted 
with so much moderation in respect of private rights. 
I might introduce here a long list of statements by 
Californians about outrages committed by the hated 
Bears; but it would serve no good purpose. Many 
of these accusations are evidently and absurdly false; 
others are grossly exaggerated; and I have no means 
of distinguishing accurately the comparatively few 
that are well founded. As to the obligations con- 
tracted by the insui^ents for horses and other supplies 
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from June 14th to July 9tli, they were turned over 
to U. S. officials, together with the so-called public 
property designed as security for their payment. The 
matter of 'CaHfornia claims' in congress is too com- 
plicated to be noticed here- These early claims were, 
however, acknowledged by the United States, in con- 
nection with more numerous and important obliga- 
tions of similar nature incurred during the conquest. 
The two classes of claims are so blended that it is not 
easy to determine from existing records the fate of 
any particular claim of the earlier period. Many of 
the rancheros lost their receipts; others sold theirs to 
third parties at itominal ptioes; and ^hers still pre- 
sented fictitious claims. Few if any bona fide orig- 
inal claimants ever received payment for the property 
lost." I append in closing some notes on the bibliog- 
raphy of the Bear Flag revolt- ^^ 

'*Iii Bear Flag Poperj^, MS., 21, ia a memorandora ol sundries taken from 
Bome oac o& June 2Ut ftDd July 5tli. It m marked 'token by order of C»pt. 
Fremont.' In VaUejo, Hist. Col., MS,, v. 141-6, and Mrs Leese'a Hkt. Bear 
Party, there are Homewhat v^ue accoantaoi troubles between the Bear lead- 
ers and Mrs Valiejo and family, the latter being accused of sending arms and 
ammunition to Paailla and Carrillo, 

^'^I name different sources of information — already often referred to in 
tbD precediug chapters— approximately in the order of their importance^ 
The Bear Flo*} Papers is a collection of about 80 original documente of 1S46 
bearing on the capture and occupation of Sonoma, the impriaonment of Va- 
llejoand bis companions at Sutter'a Fort, and other tQpi<;a cloaely connected 
with the revolt. Almost without exception, these papers contain information 
not existing elsewhere. Of especial value ai-o the onginal capitulations and 

Earole papers signed at Sonoma on June 14th, a contemporary narrative by 
eese, official reports of Lieut Miaroon'a viait to Sonoma, and some corre- 
spondence of tho prisoners. I have no hesitation in putting this collection at 
the head of tho list. For the preservation of such valuable liistoric records 
the public is indebted, as I am for their possession, to Gen. M. G. Vallejo. 
Lecst'a Bear Flag; Statement of Jacob P. Lee&e to Col. J. C. Fremont. Pro- 
ceedings in Upper Calif omia prF.vious to the declaration of the war in this de- 
partme'tt, is one of the papers of the collection just mentioned, dlid merits 
special notice. It is a narrative of 12 lar^e and closely written pages in 
Leese's hand; prepared probably in 1847, under circumatancea not definitely 
known; and containing a more dcFailed account of the taking of Sonoma, in 
certain respects, and especially of the jonmey of the captives to Sacramento, 
than any other. Leese's statements aro confirmed by other evidence in some 
parts; and there is no reason to doubt their accuracy in others. 

The manuscripta contained in Larhm*s Doc. Hist. Cat. and LarMn^s Off. 
Correspondence, which bear upon the matter would, if brought together, 
form a collection much larger, and in some respects more important, than 
that just mentioned. They consist of more than 200 docnmenta, chiefly cor- 
respondence of Larkio, Stearns, Leidosdorff, Fremont, Montgomery, Gillespie, 
Marah, and other prominent men, dated in tho first half of 1346. They are 
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iuraluable iu fixing dates; and they thruw much light od every phase of what 
waa occurring in aJ! parts of the country. Buchanan^a InMructiojia to Larkiit 
is thti most important single documeut, though belonging only indirectly to 
the Bear Flag revolt. Sawyer's DocujnertU consist of copiea made from the 
Larkin papers before they came into my posseaaion; but it includes a fow 
papers that have been lost from the originals. They were given me by the 
lateCharlea H. Sawyer, 

Other private archives particularly lieh in material on the revolt are 
Castro, Doc. Hist. Col.; Doctimenios para In HiH. de Galifomia; and Vall^o, 
Dot:. Hist. Cal. Very many important papers, official and unodicial, are found 
in theae collections and nowhere elae, to say nothing of the hundreds of petty 
conunmiicationa which, in the Eiggregate^ help so ninch to perfect the historic 
record. The smaller collectiona of Z)oc. Bist. Oal., bearing the namea of 
Ouerra, Pico, Bandini, Olvera, Moreno, Coroncl, and CarrilTo respectively, 
also contain each its original and couttmporary contributions t<i current his- 
tory, with special reference to aflairs in the south- The Qal. Pion. Soc. 
Archivf-s and tlje Monterey Consfdate Archit-ea furnish each a few iteLiia not 
obtainable elaewhere. 

The public archives of the California^ government farnish but meagre 
information respecting tho events of this period. There 33 liardly anything 
of value relating tiy events on the northern frontier in June and July, The 
archives— notably the Le{jisUUive Becordi^; Depart. SL Papers^ torn, vi.-viii.; 
Los Anijeka, Arch.; and iian Jos6, Arch. — are richer in matters about events 
preceding the outbreak; though even ld thia respect they are much leaa com- 
plete than tho private archivea. 

Among personal narratives— that of Leese having been noticed, and after 
a passing glance at four Letters from California, signed *The Farthest 
West,* written in June 1846 from Yerba iiuena, intended for a Now York 
paper, but originally published in the Honolulu Friend, Oct, 15-Dec- 1, 184fi, 
and containing much, interesting information on current events— that of Will- 
iam B, Ide merita our firat attention. It is found in A Bioifrctphicai Sketch 
of the Life of William B. Ide; with a jnimUe <i7id interfstiny acctynnt of one of 
the largent emigrcUiTig companies {3^000 miks over laud) from the East to the 
Pacific coast. Andwhaii^ claimed aa the most authentic and j^liahte account of 
' the virtual etmquest of California in Jiine IS4G, by the Benr Flag Party, ' as given 
by it9 leader, the late Hon. IVUliam Brown Ide. Published for the Siib8cnber&. 
u,p,,n.d. (probablyCiaremont.X. H..1880), 16mo,240p. This little work was 
edited and printed by Simeon Ide^ a brother of William B., and m^ be noticed 
in three distinct parta, lat, biographical matter contributed by dtferent raem- 
berBOf the family, and including original letters; a most praiseworthy sketch 
of tho life of a prominent pioneer, containingintercstingrominiscencesof the 
overlaid trip by Ide'a daughter, Mrs Healey. 2d, an account of the revolu- 
tion compiled by the editor from various sources^ and of no value whatever; 
Bince tho aged brother in bis New Hampshire homo had no facilities for ac' 
quiring accurate information; and the men in California to whom the proofs 
were submitted for revision — or at least those of th<^m whose ideas were fol- 
lowed — were not well qualified for the task. And, 3d, Ide^s Letter to SeTiator 
Wambouqky a narrative of the revolt supposed to have been written before 
ld48f and devoted mainly to a vindication of tlic author^s reputation as tho 
real 'Conqueror of California' against the rival claims of Capt, Fremont. 
This is by far the most important part of the work. In many reepeeta it is 
a more complete record than any other narrative. It is most eloquently 
though quaintly written. There is every reaaon to believe, from the narra- 
tive in question and from other sources, that Ide was an honest and welt 
meaning man. This letter, however, is a piece of special pleading, every- 
where colored by a violent prejudice, somctimca amounting to a mania, 
against Fremont, whom Ide honestly believed to have robbed him of his fame 
as a conqueror and founder of a republic- The merits of the case have been 
discuased elsewhere; but the authoPa grievance and bitter prejudice donbtlesa 
lead him at aeveral points away from strict accuracy in the presentation of 
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minor facts, and thus detract from tbe nioiit of the narrativi'. The Warn- 
bougb letter, with soint editorial com ments, eontainmg nothing not in the Biog. 
SMch, was issued eeparately under the title, Who Conquered CaHfomia^ etc^ 
Claremont, N, B. (1&80), l2mo, 137 p. Mr Ide quotes onci'! or twice a diiiry 
kept by him at Sonoma. It ia not very unlikely that this manuscript may 
aome day be brought to light- I have also a MS. copy ol /de'a Biog. Skttck 
naadc before the work wae published. 

A manuscript report signed by JoLn H. Nash, John (.Irigsby, aud Wm 
B. Ideas a ^committee' of citizens, and dated Sonoma, May Hi, 1847» was fur- 
nished to the 8anga7mn{Ill.) Jovmal, which paper published a' brief r^suinii' 
of its contents reprinted in iVi^'^e^tffer, Ixxiii, 110-11, 157. Itisnotknown 
what has become of the original. I have quoted the eurrnuaryaa tiistor^ 
o/the Bear Flag Revolt. Tbe original had an appendix containing 'mattera 
and things which ou^ht not to be published at the present time/ say the ed- 
itors. From the cloeing paragraph, it appears that the report was written to 
favor the payment of the 'California claims,* and to obtain a 'land premium' 
and other remuneration for revolutionary services. It was probably written 
chiefly by Ide, and in general purport doci* not differ materially from the 
Wamboui^h letter. Henry L. Fora'a Bear Flag Bevotution in Gal. m a MS. 
narrative written by the author in 1861, for Rev, S. H, Willey, who pub- 
lished a summary of its contents in the S. F. Bulletin mid Sta Cruz Sentinel. 
My copy was made from the original in 1877. Ford was a prominent man in 
the revolt from the beginning, and may be regarded as a trustworthy witneea. 
As he wrote from memory, his dates arc inaccurate; and there are somo indi- 
cations that in his recollections ho sometimes confounded what he saw and 
wliat he read in the early papers; still bis statement must be regarded as on^ 
of the most important extant. 

Among the statements written by Bear Flag men from memory expressly 
for my use, William Baldridge*s Days of '^fi is by far the most valuable and 
complete; thouah some uaefm items are given by Knight, Hargrave, I^owler^ 
McCbi-istian, Marshall, Gregaon, and others. Bid^i'ell, Ccd^ornia IS^l-^y 
gives testimony that has been of great service to mc, being somewhat disap- 
pointing, however, iu comparison with his testimony on other matters, and with 
what might naturally be expected from a gentleman of Bidwell's intelligeneo 
and opportunities. John A. Setter's Personal Jiemini^cences are not very vab 
uftble in this connection, except as showing the author^s views on certain 
points. John C- Fr^ont has repeatedly promised aud as often failed to give 
me his testimony on the subject, Thomas S. Martinis Narrative, by one of 
Fremont's men, is quite extensive and interesting; but is unfortunately so in- 
accurate on many matters susceptible of proof as to destroy its value on other 
af&jTs. 

Original statements by native Califomians, of which I have many beside* 
the elaborate histories of Vallejo, Osio, Alvarado, Pico, and Bandini, and th^ 
briefer recollections of Manuel Uastra, Francisco Arco, Francisco Rico, Estd- 
van de la Torre, and Luis GJerman, with contributions of Antonio F, Coronel 
and Narciso Botello in the south, are on this subjtsct as on most others very 
uneven in qaality. Side by side in the same narrative are found the most 
abaurd and evident inaccuracies on one point and valuable testimony on an- 
other. The Bear Flag revolt is on an average more fairly presented by these 
gentlemen than are many other topics of CalLfornia historj^. Their statements 
in the aggregate are very valuable when used in connection with and tested 
by contemporary records; without such accompaniment they would lead the 
historian fir astray on many points. 0£ course I have no space here to par- 
ticularize the merits and weaknesses of so many narratives; and no one of 
them is, on this special subject, notably superior or inferior to the rest. 

The New Helvetia Diary, MS. , ia a record of the time which fixes several 
dates, and ia otherwise of considerable value. Sutter's Diary is subst^itially 
in moat respects a r^sumd of the same record. Clymaji^n Diary, MS. , contains 
aome items bearing indirectly on the general topic. In NUes' Register of 1 846- 
7, vol, litx. p. 161, lixsi. p, 173-4, 187-91, is a valuable collection of corre- 
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apondence on Fremont's movements, some of it not elsewhere foond. It \vns 
on Fremont's letter to Benton, and on that of the latter to the president, that 
were founded brief mentionaof the subject in varions govt reports of the time, 
■as well as the current popular idtas for seTeral years. TVdmoK*'* Geog. Memoir 
and Kern's Journal contain some matters pertaining more or less directly to 
the subject; and Peters' Life qf Kit Carson may be regarded aa containing 
somo original matterin the shape of Carson^B testimony, though of little value. 
JfV^mottrs Oal. Claijns (30th cong. lat aesa.. Sen. Kept no. 75) ia a collection 
of important testimony taken iu 1348 from Fremont, Gillespie, Hensley, ajid 
many other prominent men, on a subject growing directly out of the revolt. 

Phdps* Fore ajid AJi and Ref^Tet^s Tour ofDviy aro books written by men 
who were in California in 1846, and to some extent actors in the scenes de- 
scribed. Both authors fall into some errors, doubtless without any inten- 
tional miarepresentatiOD. The MonUrey Cali/omian, 1S49, and the 8. F. 
Califomian, 1847, contained a good deal of valuable matter on the subjeot^ 
much of it emanating from Dr Semp3e, editor of the former paper and a 
prominent Bear Flag man, a narrative Irom whose pen appears in the Hespe- 
rian^ vol. iii. Much information, in a certain sense original, being ia many 
instances the personal recollections of pioneers, and in a few coses teiking a 
documentary form, has appeared in Caufomia newspapers of later date, of 
which it is not necessary to give a list here, the S. F. Altaa^di SanJos4 Flo- 
7i('er heinff prominent in this respect. It is well to mention in this connection 
Thomas C. Ijincey^a Cruise of the DaJe, published in the paper last named. 
It contains more matter on all topicB connected with the conqueat than any 
other publication extant, being compiled from newspaper and other sources 
by a gentleman who came to California in 1846, and who was well fitted in 
many respects for the task. This work merits more praise than it will ever 
obtain in ite present form, marred by many typographical blunders, and lack- 
ing syatematic arrangement. Of a similar nati^ to Lancey's work, though 

aa a rule inferior, except where they have reproduced it literally, are the local 
county histories of Caflfomia published during the past few years; the editors 
having occasionally, however, obtained items that were new and of some 
valne. John S. Hitteirs History of San FWirtciseo should be noticed here as 
the only popular work of late years in which a correct understanding of the 
character of the revolt is shown. 

Such are the sources of original information on the Bear Fl^ revolt; and 
I may add that most of the authorities cited treat abo of later annals, or the 
conquest. Miscellaneous printed works treating more or less fully of both the 
Kevolt and the Conquest — some of them trustworthy, and others trash, pure 
and simple^ none of them containing original matter; and none of them cited 
in my pages except occasionally, to show the author^s peculiar viewa, to cor- 
rect an error, or for some other special purpose — may be fonnd in great num- 
bers m my general list of authorities. 
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PREUMINARIES OF THE CONQUEST. 

1846. 

Thb War with Mbxico — Beoinnikg of HosriLrnKS— FEELiNa nr tee 

United States Rksfkotino Calipobnia — Poucr of Peesident Folk's 

AdKINISTKATION— IlfSTRUCTlONSTOCoWMODOEBSLOATIN 1845 ANP 1846 

— Plans for Permanent Occupation— Tre Pacuto Squadbok at 
Mazatlan— RuMOES OF Wae — SsarrcES of Dr Wood and John Par- 
ROTT— The ' Poets mocth ' and 'CrANs' Sent to Monteeby— News 
FROM THE Rio Grande — Sloat's Plans — His ' Unwarranted Inactit- 
itt'— Changes his Mind— Starts for California in the 'Savannah' 
— English Besigss— The Rival PLEETa — A Race, in American Xuacu- 
nation— A Protectokatb — A^ Unfounded Conjecture— The McNa- 
HABA Colonization Project— Ten Thousand Irishmen for San Joa- 
quin. 

Thb conquest of California was a part of the war of 
1846-8, between Mexico and the United States, Not 
only was CaUtbrnia a portion, and the richest portion, 
of the territory transferred from one nation to the 
other as a result of the war; but it was also the prize 
chiefly coveted in advance by that element in the 
northern republic which promoted the conflict. It 
was the region whose loss Mexico most dreaded, and 
whose prospective annexation to the United States 
was looked upon with most disfavor in Europe, There- 
fore I might appropriately — and in fact, were I writ- 
ing a detached history of Ca;lifomia, should be obliged 
to — ^present at considerable length the general annals 
of the war, and particularly the causes which led to it. 
I am relieved, however, from this necessity by the 

fact that the Mexican war is in its general features 

(1*1) 
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fully treated in another volume of my work; and I 
shall therefore confine myself to a brief statement 
respecting the outbreak of hostilities, and then pro- 
ceed to consider those phases only of the subject 
which directly concerned the territory'" to which these 
volumes are devoted 

The independence of Texas, effected in 1836 by 
Americans colonists, while fully recognized by the lead- 
ing powers of the world, was never so recognized by 
Mosico, which nation persisted in regarding the lone- 
star republic as its own territory, and beheved that 
the so-called independence was but a pretest from the 
first for ultimate annexation to the United States. 
When the question of such annexation began to he 
agitated, the Mexicans of course were confirmed in 
their belief, and the popular feeling became very bit- 
ter. Over and over again the government of Mexico 
declared officially that annexation would be forcibly 
resisted, and would be made a cause of war. In the 
United States it wa^ not generally believed that this 
warlike threat would be carried out. There was, how- 
ever, a strong opposition to the proposed measure, 
founded in part on the justice of Mexican claims, but 
mainly on the danger of extending southern political 
power. The project was defeated in congress; but, 
after a presidential election in which its friends were 
victorious, it was again brought up, and ratified at 
Washington in March 1845, receiving the final ap- 
proval of Texas in July of the same year. Before the 
end of 1845 a military force was stationed, not only on 
the Texan frontier, but over the line in disputed terri- 
tory, which Mexico with much reason claimed as her 
own, whether Texan independence were recognized or 
not. In Mexico, meanwhile, there was practically no 
difference of opinion on the merits of the case; but 
the administration in power, that of Herrera, was in- 
clined to avoid a declaration of war, and to favor delay 
and diplomatic negotiations, prudently foreseeing the 
danger of losing, not only Texas, but other parts of the 
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national domain. The popular feeling, however, was 
irresistibly opposed to every policy of concession; the 
administration was forced to refuse negotiation with 
Slidell, the American minister, whose mission it had 
to a certain extent encouraged ; and finally it was over- 
thrown by Paredes, who took advantage of the pubhc 
sentiment in favor of war to raise himself into power. 
Another effort to prevent the war was that which 
aimed at a treaty by which Mexico should recognize 
the independence of Texas, in return for a pledge 
against annexation. This plan was instigated by the 
European powers clearly foreseeing the result of a 
conflict, but it was rejected by Texas. Early in March 
1846 the American army advanced toward the Kio 
Grande, impeded by protests and proclamations and 
threats, but no forcible resistance. Early in April 
the Mexican army was ordered to advance, and General 
Ampudia, commanding at Matamoros, assumed a hos- 
tile attitude^ ordering Taylor to retire at once beyond 
the Nueces until the question of boundaries could be 
settled. The order was not obeyed. Before the end 
of April blood had been shed in several minor encoun- 
ters of small detached parties, and a considerable part 
of the Mexican force had crossed the Rio Grande, 
On May 3d an artillery duel was begun between the 
fortifications on opposite sides of the river, and on 
May 8th was fought the first pitched battle at Palo 
Alto. I need not follow the record of military opera- 
tions further. It was on May 13th that congress 
voted, and President Polk proclaimed^ that ''by the 
act of the republic of Mexico a state of war exists be- 
tween that government and the United States." 

Aa to the popular sentiment in the United States 
respecting the acquisition of California, there is little 
or nothing to be added to what I have said on the 
same subject for 1845.^ The threatened war had lit- 
tle bearing on the subject, for it was not generally be- 

^See Hist. Cal., vol. iv.» chap, uy. 
Hist- Cal., Voi.. V. 18 
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lieved that there would be any war. It was felt that 
California was a most desirable proviace; that ifc was 
not destined to remain much longer under Mexican 
control; that it ought for many reasons to belong to 
the United States; and that the rapid increase of 
American Immigration would inevitably bring about 
the desired result, unless it were prevented by Euro- 
pean interference. Those who were opposed to the ac- 
quisition founded their opposition mainly on political 
and sectional grounds; but many of those who favored 
it hoped to see it accomplished by purchase rather than 
by methods bearing a dishonorable taint of fihbuster- 
ism. On two points there was wehnigh unanimous 
agreement — that England was no less eager than the 
United States to obtain California, and that no inter- 
ference by that or any European power must In any 
case be tolerated. Of course, the war once begun, 
there was but little disposition on the part of any to 
oppose the temporary occupation of California aa a 
military measure; indeed, during the continuance of 
the conflict public attention was but very slightly 
directed to the ultimate fate of that country, though 
details of military achievements, there as in Mexico, 
were closely watched.^ 

Respecting the policy of the administration at 
Washington with regard to California, we are left 
iQ no doubt whatever. From developments in the 
Commodore Jones affair of 1842,* and from the sub- 
sequent naval operations on the coast, I might rea- 
sonably infer, as other writers have repeatedly done 
before me, that naval commanders had standing in- 
structions during all this period to occupy Cahfbrnia 
in case of war with Mexico, and to prevent in any 

*The feeling in the U, S, ia well shown in an article on 'California, ' pub' 
lished in the Amerkart Review of Jan, ISi6, vol. iii,, p. 82-99, in which par- 
ticular attention is paid to English deeigna- I might i^uote extensivcijr 
from newspapers of tne time; but I liad no such material which throws fur- 
ther light on the snbject than has already been obtained from citations of 
former years. Moat articles on the Mexican war mention California^ but 
only incidentally. 

^ See chap. xii. of voL iv. 
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event such occupation by England or France. But 
we have no need for inference or conjecture on the 
subject, since clearly written instructions are extant- 
On June 24, 1845, after congress had ratified the 
measure which Mexico had declared would be a 
casus belli, Bancroft, secretary of the navy, wrote in 
'secret and confidential instructions' to Commodore 
Sloat, commanding the Pacific squadron, as follows; 
''The Mexican ports on the Pacific are said to be 
open and defenceless- If you ascertain with certainty 
that Mexico has declared war against the United 
States, vou will at once possess yourself of the port 
of San Francisco, and blockade or occupy such other 
ports as your force may permit. Yet, . -you will be 
careful to preserve if possible the most friendly rela- 
tions with the inhabitants, and, , .will encour^e them 
to adopt a course of neutrality."* In later commu^ 
nications of August 5 and October 17, 1845, Ban^ 
croft called Sloat's attention anew to the importance 
of carrying out the previous instructions promptly; 
substituting in the first the words "in the event of 
war," and in the second "in the event of aetuai 
hostilities," for the phrase '^if you ascertain with cer- 
tainty that Mexico has declared war," The receipt 
of these documents was acknowledged by Sloat on 
January 28th and March 17th respectively. 

In October of the same year Buchanan, secretary 
of state, in his instructions to Confidential Agent 
Larkin, so often cited in previous chapters, implied 
clearly that California would be occupied in the event 
of war, stating openly at the same time that Eu- 
ropean interference would not be permitted. Accord* 
Ingly Larkin was instructed, and orders to Fremont 
and Gillespie were of like import, to gain the good- 
will of the authorities and people, that they might 
quietly and voluntarily submit to the proposed occu- 

*mh Cmg., HSes^., H. Ex. Doc, No, 19; Cutis' Oojtq., appen. These 

mtructionH are often referred to in latoc correspondence. See especially 
document in O^rjte'fi Speech on Oat. OlaimSfp. 8-9 j Fr6mo7U*s Oal. CkUmSf 71- 
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pation; or, if there should be no war, as now seemed 
most likely, that they might be induced to declare 
their independence and ask for annexation/ Thus the 
policy of the United States respecting two distinct 
methods of acquiring California was clearly though 
not publicly announced in advance. What may have 
been the secret intention, in case both plane should 
prove unsuccessful, we may only conjecture; but as 
we have seen, though many have believed the con- 
trary, no steps were taken to promote the acquisition 
by means of a settlers' revolt or other form of direct 
filibusterism. Indeed, it was fully believed by the 
government, as by its agents in California, that the 
proposed methods of acquisition would prove amply 
adequate to the purpose. 

On May 13, 1846, Bancroa wrote to Sloat: ''The 
state of things alluded to in my letter of June 24, 
1845, has occurred- You will therefore now be gov- 
erned by the instructions therein contained, and carry 
into effect the orders then communicated with energy 
and promptitude." Nest day Buchanan sent to Lar- 
kin an official notification that war had. begun, and 
that the Pacific porta would be at once blockaded. 
On May 15th Bancroft instructed Sloat more defi- 
nitely, but to the same effect. "You will consider 
the most important public object to be to take and to 
hold possession of San Francisco, and this you will 
do without fail. You will also take possession of 
Mazatlan and of Monterey, one or both, as your force 
will permit- If information received here is correct, 
you can establish friendly relations between your 
squadron and the inhabitants of each of these three 
places , • . You will, as opportunity offers, conciliate the 
confidence of the people in California, and also in 
Sonora, toward the government of the United States; 
and you will endeavor to render their relations with the 
United States as intimate and friendly as possible. It 
is important that you should hold possession, at least 

^ BTichanari'B iTt^tructiom to Larkin, Oct. 27, 1S4S, MS- 
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of San Francisco, eveu while you encourage the people 
to neutrality, self-government, and friendship," In a 
tiimilar communication of June 8th occur the follow- 
ing passages: "It is rumored that the province of 
California is well disposed to accede to friendly rela- 
tions. You will if possible endeavor to establish tho 
supremacy of the American flag without any strife 
with the people of California, If California sepa- 
rates herself from our enemy, the central Mexican 
government, and establishes a government of its own 
under the auspices of the American flag, you will 
take such measures as will best promote the attach- 
ment of the people of California to the United States. 
You will bear in mind generally that this country 
desires to find in California a friend, and not an 
enemy; to be connected with it by near ties; to hold 
possession of it, at least during the war; and to hold 
that possession, if possible, with the consent of its 
inhabitanta." Still earlier, on June 3d, Secretary of 
War Marcy ordered General Kearny to press on 
overland from New Mexico to California; and in his 
instructions he was directed to establish temporary 
civil governments in the regions occupied, to continqe 
in office such authorities as are friendly to the United 
States and will take the oath of allegiance; and to 
*'assure the people of those provinces that it is the 
wish and design of the United States to provide for 
them a free government, with the least possible delay, 
similar to that which exists in our territories, Thev 
will be called upon to exercise the rights of freemen 
in electing their own representatives to the territorial 
legislature," Later instructions to Shubrick and 
Stevenson and Stockton were of the same tenor.^ 

The preceding communications might be cited more 
fully, and others of similar purport might be men- 
tioned. Some of them will be noticed in other con- 

** The communications cited are found in Larkin^s Doc^ MS-> iv. 121; 
U. S. Qovt Doc., 29tb coQg. 2d aesa., H. Ex. Doc, 19; Slat coog. latlaesa., H. 
Ex. Doc. 17; Cutts^ Conq.^ append.; Stoclct<yti?s Life, append,, otc. 



+ ^ 



198 PREUMINARIER OF THE CONQUEST. 

ncetiona; but the citations given suffice for my present 
purpose, fully explaining the policy of the United 
States, before indicated with sufficient clearness in the 
instructions of 1845. Those of 1846 have no practi- 
cal importance in connection with naval and military 
operations on the Pacific coast in that year, because 
they did not reach their destination until later than 
July, In spirit, however, and in some instances with 
remarkable fidelity to detail, they were all obeyed 
long before they were received. This shows, what Is. 
otherwise clear enough, that the policy to be ob- 
served was well understood in advance — somewhat 
better, in fact, than could naturally be accounted for 
by the written orders extant — by officers and agents 
in the west. Naval commanders had been kept ac- 
quainted with that policy for several years; and there 
is no reason to doubt that Gillespie brought to Cali- 
forniaj and communicated to leading men, exact in- 
formation about the orders to Sloat. It is to be noted 
tliat the orders of 1846 go somewhat further than to 
prove an intention to maintain a purely military occu- 
pation during the war; and indicate a purpose to re- 
tain, by one means or another, permanent possession 
of California The selection for the regiment of vol- 
unteers of men deemed likely to remain in the coun- 
try, like other circumstances that might be mentioned, 
illustrates the same purpose; and, indeed, as early as 
January 1847 the secretary of the navy, in a com- 
munication to Commodore Stockton, "foresees no 
contingency in which the United States will ever 
surrender or relinquish possession of the Califomias." 
Thus we see that the administration at Washington 
had determined in case of a war with Mexico to oc- 
cupy California, and as a result of the war to hold 
that country as a permanent possession. If peace 
should contmue, a scheme had been devised and op- 
erations actually begun to promote a revolution of the 
natives, and a subsequent appeal for annexation. In 
any event, California was to fulfil its 'manifest des- 
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tiny/ and become a part of the United States, Had 
both plans failed, it may be plausibly conjectured that 
a revolt of American settlers would have been en- 
couraged; but no such failure was anticipated; and so 
far as can be known^ no steps were taken in that di- 
rection,"^ 

The Pacific squadron of the U. S. navy, under the 
command of Commodore John D. Sloat, included in 
the spring of 1846 the following vessels: the ship Sa- 
vannah, flag-ship, 54 guns; the ship Congress, 60 
guns; the sloops Warren, Portsmoutlt^ Cf/anCy Sind Le- 
vant, esich. 24 guns; the schooner S^arA, 12 guns; and 
the transport Brie, E^ive of these vessels had visited 
the California coast during the preceding year, as we 
have seen. The English squadron in Pacific waters, 
under Admiral SirGreorge F, Seymour, was consider^ 
ably stronger in vessels, guns, and men. The two 
squadrons had been for some time closely watching 
each other's movements because of possible difl&culties 

^Moat writere on CaLfomia have sametbmg to aay on the matter of U, S. 
policy; but I find it necessary to make but lew r^erences. The prevalent 
opinion, deemed by me an error, that the government did promote the eettlera' 
revolt aa a part of the conqueat, haa been fully noticed elsewhere. Jay, Mex- 
iran War^ 164-7, and Mansfield, Mexican War, 96-7, argue that the wajwas 
made for the sole purpose of seizing California, presenting the prompt obedi- 
ence of orders in advance, as proofa that permanent occupation was intended 
from the first, and that plans were poitocted and orders given long before 
hostilities began. See also Thompson's speech of Jan. 27, X848, in CoTig. Qlobe^ 
1S47-8, p- 260; Dwindle'B Address b^ore Pioneers, J8$6, p^ 0-20j Thompeon'a 
BecoUec^ions, 232-5. Dwinelle says; 'There are gentlemen of the highest re- 
Bpectabilit? residing in Cal. who eamo here upon the personal assurance of 
President Polk, in 1846^ that the war should not be concluded until Upper 
Cal. was secured by treaty to the U. S.* Wood, Wandering Sketches^ 2h1, 
says: *For many years before Cal. was anneied, the impression seemed to ex- 
ist in the U, S. Pacific squadron that ita most important purpose was to occu- 
py Cal., and ita vigilance was directed to the accomplishment of suuh a duty. 
The British squadron seemed to have an eqnally strong idea that its business 
was to prevent any snch act upon the part of ours, and consequently these 
squadrons went about watching each other, * In Mexico it was the universal 
belief that the United States govt was determined to obtain Cal. by filibuster- 
ing encroachments; and moat regarded war as the only means of resisting 
such encroachment; but a few opposed the war, because they believed it would 
only hasten the calamity. Hardly a newspaper published in Mexico that did 
not frequently contain the most bitter articles in opposition to the American 
policy respecting CaL; and the subject was continually alluded to in official 
writings and diacoursee. Quotations would bo bulky, and would serve no 
good purpose. 
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to arise from the Oregon question, if for no other 
reason : but more of this hereafter. The movements 
of Sloat's fleet have no special importance for our 
present purpose until March, when all the vessels — 
except the Congress, which with Commodore Stockt-on 
on board was at Callao en route from the States, and 
the Cyane, which had lately sailed for Honolulu — were 
cruising on the Mexican coast, being practically all 
together at Mazatlan. 

Sioat, with the Washington orders down to Octo- 
ber 1845 in his possession, wasawaiting tidings of war 
which sliould enable him to carry out those orders. 
Lieutenant Gillespie had arrived at Mazatlan over- 
land in February, and had sailed February 22d on 
the Oyane, Wilham Mervino commander, for Hono- 
lulu and Monterey, arriving at the latter port in 
April;^ but it does not clearly appear that he brought 
instructions to or had any official relations with Sloai 
Late in March the military authorities at Mazatlan 
received news by express from the interior that war 
had broken out, and that the Mexican Atlantic ports 
had been blockaded. This report caused much excite- 
ment, during which the archives were removed to 
E-osario, whither the comandante went with his gar- 
rison, after warning the people in a bando that the 
Americans were about to blockade the port. Sloat had 
no news of an eastern blockade, neither had the Eng- 
lish commanders, whose means of communication were 
better than those of the Americans, and wh<j had be- 
fore given the latter despatches not otherwise received ; 
but during the excitement news came from CaUfornia 
of Fremont's trouble with Castro, and on April 1st 
the PortsTnouth, Captain John B, Montgomery, was 
despatched in haste to Monterey, where she arrived 

* DettdlB about the exact movement of most of the vesaela are but meagrely 
recorded. The Honolulu papers, the Polynesian and F^-iend, aflbrd some in- 
formation. The Cycmt arrived at Honolulu March 13th and sailed iGth *for 
Kasatlan;^ but aa Gillespie says he came via the Sandwich lalaudsr and as 
there was no record of, or indeed time for, another trip by that route before 
April 17th» I suppose she touched at Monterey on the way to Mazatlan, for 
which place she sailed April 19th. 
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I 

on April 2iid^ remaining there, and later at San Fran- 
cisco.' The alarming or reassuring news was not 
confirmed by later despatches from Mexico. The lo- 
cal excitement passed away, and the naval officers re- 
isumed their watchful waiting for warlike rumors. 
Meanwhile the Shark, Lieutenant Neil M, Howison^ 
had been sent on April 2d to await the Congi'ess at 
Honolulu; and about the end of the month the Cyane 
returned from Monterey with news that the Castro- 
Fremont war-cloud in California had passed away. 

At the beginning of May William M. Wood, late 
fleet surgeon^ being permitted to return home over- 
land through Mexico, was intrusted with despatches 
to the government, and was instructed to send back 
to Sloat any information of importance that might 
be gathered on the way. Accompanied by John Par- 
rott, U» S. consul at Mazatlan, Wood went up to 
San Bias by sea, started inland on May 4th, and on 
the 10th arrived at Guadalajara. "Startling news 
here reached us," writes Wood^ '* placing us, and par- 
ticularly myself, in most unpleasant circumstances. 
In triumphant and boastful language we were in- 
formed of the successful attack upon our forces on 
the Rio Grande, and the capture of some of our 
dragoons. The intelligence reached the city about 
the same time with ourselves; and soon after news- 
boys were selling extras in the streets, and crying, at 
the highest pitch of their voices, 'Triumph over the 
North Americans/ In every respect this was bad 
news, mortifying to our national pride,,. Our own 
position was a cause of much anxiety. Here was 
war, and we in the centre of the country; I with a 
hostile uniform in my trunk, and despatches in my 
cap, which unfortunately stated that one object of 
my journey was to collect information In relation to 
expected hostilities. What was to be done, was a 

■ioTjttTi's Doc.,MS., iv. 107, 116, 126-7, containing correap. on the trip of 
the Portsmo^h and the news brought by her of the state of affairs at Maza- 
tlan. See also Wood's Wandering Sketches^ 346-8, the author of which was 
at Mazatlan at the time aJid gives aoine particnliira. 
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serious question, I had no disposition to be placed 
in the position of a spy in an enemy's country; and 
yet, to avoid being in such a position, I should at 
once surrender myself to the authorities. By pur- 
suing this course, I would be compelled to surrender 
or destroy the despatches, and, what was worse, would 
lose an opportunity of communicating the state of af- 
fairs to the commander-in-chief in the Pacific, The 
condition of things left by us on the western coast 
seemed to demand that such an opportunity should 
not be lost. Whether correctly or not, it was be- 
lieved that in case of war the British squadron would 
attempt to take California under its protection . . _ 
After due deliberation, it was determined that we 
should continue our journey through the country, 
and, if possible, send an express to the commander- 
in-chief of our squadron in the Pacific. The latter 
was a matter of some difficulty, as all expresses must 
be sent through and under authority of the govern- 
ment post-office- However, Mr Parrott was en- 
abled to manage the matter with much skilL The 
express went through safely, making ten days' ordi- 
nary travel in five days, and delivering, on the 17th 
of May, the first news of the war to our forces on the 
Pacific/' ^^ 

Having received on May I7th from James B. Bol- 
ton, acting consul, the despatch sent by Wood and 
Parrott, Sloat at once sent the Cyane under Captain 
Mervine to California. She sailed on or about May 

^** Wood's WartderiTig Sketches, 34S-C9. In McWhorter^e Incidents of the 
War imth Mexico, a small pamphlet of 10 pages, ■without date of publica- 
tioD, and devoted to a record of TVood^e services, wo find Sloat^ letter 
of April 30th, to the sec. of the navy, explaining Wood's mission; and 
also a letter from Sloat to Wood, dated March 20, 1355, in which the doc- 
tor^a great serrices are acknowledged, with a statement that the news re- 
ceived from him waa what determined the writer to take Cal. Wood waa 
also complimented for hia valimble services by the chairmao of the senate 
naval committee. Ijkncey, Cruise^ 74-8, quotes Wood, and gives full partic- 
ulars. The services of Parrott, Wood, and James R. Bolton, the latter act- 
ing consul in Parrott^e absence, are also recorded in tho S. F. AUa, Feb. 25, 
1^; and by A. Williajus, in PimeerSoc. Arch., MS,, 120-2. The praise 
due Parrott and the othet^ for their service has beeu somewhat exaggerated, 
under the mistaken idea that their acts saved Cal. from being takenby Eng- 
land, 
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18th, and reached Monterey on or about June 20th. 
She brought a letter from Sloat to Larkin, dated May 
18th and marked 'strictly confidential.' The original 
is in my possession, and> as the best means of making 
known the commodore's intentions, I quote aa follows : 
"From information I have received from Metamoras, 
it appears certain that hostilities have commenced oii 
the north bank of the Rio Grande. It is said the 
Mexicans crossed the river with 1,200 cavalry and 400 
infantry, and fell in with a reconnoitring party of our 
troops of 50 men, which they attacked, killed, and 
captured the whole. It was expected in Metamoras 
that General Taylor would bombard the town next 
day. It is my intention to visit your place immedi- 
ately, and from the instructions I have received from 
my government, I am led to hope that you will be pre- 
pared to put me in possession of the necessary infor- 
mation, and to consult and advise with me on the 
course of operations I may be disposed to make on the 
coast of California, When my force arrives there, I 
shall have the Savannah^ Congress^ Portsmouth^ Oyane, 
Warrerij Levant^ and Shark Of course you will keep 
all this a profound secret until my arrival, as no offi- 
cer of my squadron has any knowledge of my intended 
movements. They are, however, aware that a colli- 
sion has taken place on the north side of the Rio 
Grande between the American and Mexican troops; 
and should this subject get into circulation, you will 
make as light of it as possible, saying that it has been 
only a mere skirmish between the reconnoitring par- 
ties. I shall call off Monterey first, and hope to be 
there as soon as this, which goes by the Cyane. Her 
commander has instructions to advise with you whether 
it is best for him to remain there or proceed to San 
Francisco. I do not think it necessary to write more 
particulars, as I am confident you will understand my 
object/''^ Sloat's allusion to information which he cx- 

^^May 18, 1846, Sloat to Larkin^ in duplicate. Larkin's Doc^, MS., iv, 122- 
3; Savf^r's Boc, MS., 57-9. 
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pected to get from Larkin doubtless signified that he 
Kuew the nature of the latter s efforts and instructions 
as confidential agents and hoped to be told by him 
Jiow to raise the flag without opposition from the Cal- 
ifornians, Larkin, however, thought the allusion 
might be to despatches sent him from Washington 
but not received; and he therefore notified Leidesdorff 
and others to be on the lookout for missing documents 
by an overland courier,^ 

But Sloat, though he knew that hostilities had be- 
gun, and had once made up his mind to act promptly 
in obedience to his orders, changed his mind, and did 
not start for Monterey. It is not known that he re- 
ceived contradictory reports from the east, or that be 
had any reasons for delay, save his natural indecision 
of character. On May 31st he heard of General 
Taylor's battles of the 8th and 9th on the Rio 
Grande;" and this news so restored his wavering de- 
termination, that on the same day he wrote to the 
secretary of the navy: "I have received such intelli- 
gence as I think will justify my acting upon your 
order of the 24th of June, and shall sail immediately 
to see what can be done/'" His renewed enthusiasm 
did not last long; though about this time he de- 
spatched the Levant under Captain Hugh N. Page to 
Monterey;^^ and we are also told, on authority not 
the best, of a short cruise off the coast and return to 
Mazatlan, all with intent to deceive the English ad- 
miral.^® 

^^June 22d, Larkm to Leidesdorff, Montgomery, et al. LarHn^s DQC^'iS^. , 
IV, 119-20; Sawyer'^ Doc., MS,, 62. Jane 20tli, L. had notified Montgomery 
that Slo&t was to come at once. Larkitt's Off. Corresp. , MS. , i. 1 15. 

^* An extract from the Savannah^e log, fumi&Jied by L. W. Sloat to Dun- 
bar's Romance 38-9, and also printed in Lanctjfs Cruise, 78-9, contains this 
entry; 'May 31, 1846, receiveti report of Gen. Taylor's victory over the Mex- 
icans on the 8th and 9th of May.' The ncwa of May Slat, according to Will- 
iama, in CaL PioTieer Soc. Arch., MS., 120-5, was received by Bolton from a 
Germim correspondent, Fageman, at Darango. 

"May :*!, 1846, Sloat to aec. navy, in Frimont'^ CaX. Claims, 70. Sloat 
had d^ed on May 6th to be relieved from h\& comioBiid on account of failing 
health. Id.. 72. 

^I have found no definite record of the Levant's trip, except that she 
arrived at Monterey on June 30th. Larkin's Off. Oorrtftp., MS., i- 96. 

^'Teatimony of Lieut Geo. Minor, in FHmont''s Gal. Claims, 44. He sayo 
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According to the log of the flag-ship, on June 5tli 
the news of Taylor's battles was confirmed, and the 
capture of Matamoros was announced. This, how- 
ever, was by no means enough for the irresolute com- 
modore; and he wrote nest day to Secretary Ban- 
croft: ''I have, upon more mature reflection, come to 
the conclusion that your instructions of the 24th of 
June last, and every subsequent order, will not justify 
my taking possession of any part of California, or any 
hostile measures against Mexico (notwithstanding their 
attack upon our troops), as neither party have declared 
war, I shall therefore, in conformity with those in- 
structions, be careful to avoid any act of aggression until 
I am certain one or the other party have done so, or 
until I find that our squadron in the gulf have com- 
menced offensive operations," announcing, however, 
his intention of proceeding to California to await fur-- 
ther intelligence,'^ This extraordinary determination: 
was of course not approved at Washington, and brought 
out a severe reprimand for the dilatory commander of 
the squadron. "The department willingly believes in 
the purity of your intentions ; but your anxiety not to, 
do wrong has led you into a moat unfortunate and un- 
warranted inactivity," wrote Bancroft, after dwelling 
on the previous orders and hints to act promptly; and 
on the same day, by reason of iailing health, in accord- 

that when the Savannah sailed au English vessel at once started for Saa BIab,, 
apparently to notify the admiral; and on Sloat'a return the same maiKBUvru 
was repeated, Lancey, Crtiiae, 78, givea a *aailor'a atory,' to the effect that 
Sloat, saapecting that Seymour was closely watching his movemeuta, reaolved 
to verify nis suspicion, aad put the EngljshmaQ oS his guard by a Yankee 
trick. So ft sham trial waa fl;ot up, and a man condemned to death, a fact 
much talked ahout whenever £&g)isE hearers w«^ preseot. The Savannah put 
out to sea to hang a 'dummy* at the yard-arm, eloaely followed and watched 
by a vessel of the rival fleet. Soon after, a similar aSair was plaimed and 
talked about; but when the ship sailed to execute the sentence, the English- 
man thought it not worth whue to watch the operation, and the Savarmah 
started unobserved for Cal. 1 

" June 6, 1S46, Sloat to Bancroft, in ^^jmm^s Cal. Claims, 70. Sloat 
continues: 'The want of communication with and information from the de- 
partment and our consul render my situation anything but pleasant; indeed, 
it is humiliating and mortifying in the extreme, aa by my order I cannot act, 
while it appears to the world that we are actually at War on the other coast/ 
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ancewith his own earlier request, '*and for other rea- 
sons," Sloat was reUeved of his command,^ 

Yet again Sloat changed his mind, in time practi- 
cally to nullify the censure of the government, and to 
escape the dishonor In which his removal must other- 
wise have involved him; for long before the commu- 
nications cited above had reached him he had done 
the things which he had been reprimanded for not 
doing, and thus saved his reputation. The Savan- 
nahs log, according to the extract published, has 
this entry: *' June 7th, news received of the blockade 
of Vera Cruz by the American squadron. At 2 p. m. 
got under way for Monterey." In a later report the 
commodore writes : " On the 7th of June I received at 
Mazatlan information that the Mexican troops, six or 
seven thousand strong, had by order of the Mexican 
government invaded the territory of the United States 
north of the Rio Grande^ and had attacked the forces 
under Greneral Taylor; and that the squadron of the 
United States were blockading the coast of Mexico on 
the gulf. These hostilities I considered would justify 
my commencing offensive operations on the west coast. 
I therefore sailed on the 8th in the Savannah for the 
coast of Cahfomia,to carry out the orders of the depart- 
ment of the 24th June, 1845, leaving the Warren at 
Mazatlan to bring me any despatches or information 
that might reach there."^ It was probably the report 
of an eastern blockade that determined Sloat's action, 
since in his letter of the 6th he had declared his inten- 
tion of awaiting such news. How this news of June 
7th was received I am not quite certain. Perhaps it 
was through another letter from Purrott and Wood, 
written at the city of MesicOj as several persons state ; 
but there is some confusion in the testimony .^^ I shall 

""Aug, 13, 1846, Bancroft to Sloa.t. Fr^tmnCs Otd. CMms, 71-2. 

"July 31, 1846, Sloat to Bancroft, in War with Mexico, Btpts Operations 
of U, S. I^avfU ForceSf 30tb cong. SM hchs., H. Ex. Dec. do. 1, ptii. p. 2. 
Repeated eubstantially in report of eec. navy, Dec. 5, 1846, 29th cong. 2d 
seas., H. Ex. Doc. 4, p. 37S{ and often else wb ere. 

™Wood in his Dftirative saya nothing of any denpatchea from the city of 
Mexico^ bat implies that those from Guadalajara were the only onea sent to 
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notice later the possibility that no such determining 
news was received at all, and that Sloat did not make 
up his mind until aft«r his arrival at Monterey, At 
any rate^ the commodore sailed on June 8th for Cali- 
fornia, whither I shall follow him in the next chapter. 

One phase of Sloat's experience at Mazatlan, and 
his voyage to California, yet remains to be noticed; it 
is that arising from his relations with Admiral Sey- 
mour, and brings up anew the old subject of English 
designs on California, It was believed at the time 
that England intended to take possession, in the event 
of war, or at least to assume a protectorate, and thus 
keep the territory from the United States. It has 
been the opinion of most Americans ever since, and 
has been stated directly or indirectly by writers on 
the conquest almost without exception, that tbe rival 
squadrons were closely watching each other's move- 
ments at Mazatlan and San Bias in the spring of 
1846; that there waa a contest between the respective 
commanders as to which should first obtain definite 
information that war had been declared, and with it 
reach California; that had Seymour in the Colling- 
wood reached Monterey before Sloat in the Savannah, 
the English flag would have been raised instead of the 
stars and strips; but that the commodore, either by 
getting the first news overland, or by sending the ad- 
miral off on a false scent, or by a trick which enabled 
him to sail without the knowledge of his rival, or by 
the superior speed of his flag-ship, won the race, and 

Sloat. PaxTott, in an interview printed in the S. F, Alia, Feb. 25, 1880, 
mentions only one despatch. Sloat in his letter of 1845 to Wood speaks of 
the news from Guadalajara as having determined his action, alluding to no 
other communication. This letter ia oJao quoted in WiUey's Thirty Year&\n 
Cal., 14-15. Williams and Lancey, however, on authority not stated, men- 
tion a communication sent from Mexico by Parrott May 23d to Bolton, who 
received it June 7th. Parrott'a letter was founded on one received from a 
friend at S- Lnia Fotoet, and cloacd with these words: 'You can tell the com- 
modore if he is with ynu that I did not write to him, because 'there ia too 
mneh risk ; that he has a field open to signalize himself, and I wish him a crown 
of laurels' This literal citation indicates that the writers saw the original 
letter, which may have l>een furnished by Parrott or Bolton. ( In a later con- 
versation I understood Mr Williams to confirm this.) 
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saved California for his government The tangible 
facts in the case are the belief of Americans that Eng- 
land intended to occupy the country; the presence at 
Mazatlan of the rival fleets closely watchful one of the 
other ; a trip of the Collingwood to Monterey, arriving 
about a week after the U. S. flag had been raised; and 
linally, that an Irish subject of Great Britain was at- 
tempting in 1845-6 to obtain Californian lands for 
colonization. The question for consideration is wheth- 
er these facts are a sufficient foundation for the cur- 
rent version of former writers, or whether that version 
may bo deemed to rest on mere conjecture and patri- 
otic prejudice. 

In other chapters this subject of English schemes 
has been fully treated for earher years; and our inves- 
tigation has shown simply that several travellers had 
praised California highly, had predicted that it could 
not long remain a Mexican possession, had shown the 
ease with which it might ne occupied by a foreign 
power, and had dwelt on the advantages to its people 
and to England of its becoming an English province 
rather than a territory of the United States; that 
some popular writers had echoed the desires of the 
travellers, and had ridiculed the claims of the United 
States to any exclusive rights in that direction ; and 
that a part of the English holders of Mexican bonds 
had favored an arrangement by which Californian 
lands for colonization could be taken in payment, or 
as security for the payment, of the debt, though it has 
never clearly appeared that even a majority of the 
bond-holders decided in favor of such an arrangement. 
In 1846 the bond-holders' scheme, so far as outward 
manifestations were concerned, was a thing of the 
past, unless the McNamara project, of which I shall 
speak presently, might be in some way connected with 
it The. only new developments of the year in this 
connection were the undoubted existence of a party 
among the Californians in favor of a British protecto? 
rate, and the well known fears, leading to some diplo- 
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matie efforts, of the English goverament with regard 
to the prospective annexation of Mexican territory to 
the United States in consequence of the war. The 
former subject has been fully presented already; the 
latter requires no further remark, as England made 
no secret of her perfectly natural and legitimate dis- 
favor to the extension of American territory south- 
ward and westward at the expense of Mexico. ^^ 

I find nowhere a single word of official utterance to 
indicate that England had the slightest intention or 
desire of obtaining California by conquest or purchase, 
or that she ever gave any encouragement to the col- 
onization plans of her bond-holding subjects. In the 
total absence of any such definite indication, and in view 
of the fact that the testimony in favor of the English 
scheme, though bulky, is composed wholly of mere 
statements of belief from men who like myself have 
had no special facilities for penetrating court secrets 
in London, I have no hesitation in expressing my con- 
viction that England did not deem California a desir- 
able acquisition at the price of serious complications 
with another nation ; and that she knew perfectly well 
that trouble with the United States was sure to re- 
sult from any attempt in that direction. There was 
never any definite plan on the part of the government 
to make California an English possession.' 



2a 



*^ I rafor only to remarks of Bentincki Palmeraton> Diaraoli, and others 
in parliament. Aug. 1846, HaneanV^ Pari. DebaUs, IsKSviii. 978-93, when 
free reference waa rnade to the hann to English interests likely to result from 
the war. See remarks on the policy of England on this matter in my IHbL 

^^ For teatimony in favor of the English schemes, all of the nature indicated 
in my test, see Arnerican Revitw, iii. 87-99; Fr&rrtonVB Cal. Claims: Debates 
in OongriSgiGnal Globe, 1847-8; some of the sameg>eeGhe9 printed in pamphlet 
or book form, as Dix's Sfee'-hta, i. 281^2; S. K Calt/omian^ Oct. 28, Nov. 4, 
1848j Overland Monthly, iii, 156; TuthUVs Hut Cat., 178-80; Bipky's War 
jmlh Mex.y i. 294; Lancey's Cruise; and indeed almoat every authority cited 
in this and the following ehapters, including manuscript etatonienta of pio- 
neers, and very many newspaper narratives. Writers and speakers in 1846 
and earlier founded their opinions on prevalent national prejudice®, on tlie 
Oregon troublefl, on the narratives of English navigators on what was known 
of the bond-holders' aSair, and on the anapiciooH of Larkin and his friends in 
C^l. In 1847-8, during the 'claims* agitation, ojiinions of many men were 
brought out and exaggerated as testimoi^ to minify the services of Fremont 
and hia Bear Flag battalion. In later times, writers have siinply cited tae 
Hist. Cal.. Vol. V, 14 
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In its phase of a proposed protectorate, the matter 
of English intervention assumes, it must be admitted, 
a somewhat different and more plausible aspect. Eng- 
land made no secret of her opposition to any further 
extension of American territory on the Pacific if it 
could be prevented by diplomacy or other means than 
war- There could be little doubt that the United 
States would seize California as soon as war began. 
There was a party of some strength among the Cali^ 
fornians, including the governor, in favor of English 
interference; they would likely have asked for protec- 
tion had a British man-of-war arrived opportunely — 
perhaps did petition for it through an agent sent to 
Mexico.^ The question is, Had the British govern- 
ment through any authorized agent encouraged or ap- 
proved the scheme? Had Admiral Seymour instruc- 
tions to raise his flag at Monterey? or was he hkely to 
assume the responsibility of such an act? If he in- 
tended to do it, the desiga was by assuming a protec- 
torate, not necessarily to secure permanent possession, 
but to set on foot a long train of diplomatic corre- 
spondence, to prevent the United States being in pos- 
session at the close of the war, and thus indefinitely 
delay if not prevent the dreaded annexation. The 
aim and the methods would have been legitimate 
enough; but was any such purpose entertained or any 
such means devised ? As I have remarked, the theory 
that such was the case is a more plausible one than 
that favoring conquest or purchase; but that is about 
all that can be said in ita favor. There is the same 
absence of ail positive or documentary evidence, and 
the same exclusive reliance by its advocates on mere 

testimony of the earlier witneasea of both claaaea, or more frequently have in 
a spirit of boasting alluded to England^s ambition and defeat aa mattera of 
liiatoric record requiriug no support. 

** Jos^ M. Covamibiaa was sent to Mexico, as we have seen, chap, ii, in 
. Feb-, and he returned at the begiTming of July. Bandinif Doc, MS-f 85. Pio 
Pico, Hiet. Old. MS,, states that Covarrubias was inHtmctedj if not succesaful 
in Mexico, to call on the Eagliah admiral and promiao a revolt of California 
on condition of an English protectorate; also that CoTamibias on hia return 
reported that Aduiiral Seymour had spoken favorably of the scheme. 
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opinion and conjecture, I proceed to note some items 
of circumstantial evidence Ijearing on the subject. 

First: the presence of an unusually strong British 
fleet in the Pacific at this time, and the close and con- 
stant watch kept on the movements of the American 
squadron, are amply accounted for by the pending 
complications of the Oregbn question, which it was 
thought might at any time result in war between 
England and the United States- Consequently naval 
operations of a general nature prove nothing respect- 
ing designs on California. Second : the statements of 
different writers respecting the suspicious actions of 
the English naval officers, the methods by which Sloat 
outwitted Seymour, and the race between the Savan- 
nah and Collingwood, are so contradictory in the mat^ 
ter of details, and so inaccurate in respect of minor 
facts, as to more than suggest their lack of solid foun- 
dation,^* Third : some of the theories advanced sug- 

" Lieut Minor, &« we have seen, FrimcT^e Col. Claims, 4^-5, testified that 
Sloat BO manceuTred as to get away from Mazatlao without Seymour's knowl- 
edge; and ' a sailor, ' Lanc^^s Cruiee, 7S, explains the method by which the trick 
was played. According to Minor and others, the OoUingtoood was at San Blas^ 
iientoii. Thirty Yf are* VteWj ii. ^92, tsa,ysi 'Sloat saw that he was watched and 
pursued by Admiral Seymour, who lay alongside of him, and he detemtined 
to deceive him. He stood out to aea and was followed by the Britiah admiraU 
During tho day he bore west across ■U\e ocean, aa if going to the S. J-; Adm. 
Seymour followed. In the night the American commodore tacked and ran u^ 
the coast toward Gal.; the Kitish admiral^ not seeing the tack, continued 
on hia course and went entirely to the S. I. before he was undeceived/ Ar- 
nvingiitCaL from HoDolnJu, * to hia aatoniehment he beheld the American &tg 
dying over Monterey, the American squadron in its harbor, etc. His mission 
waa at an end. The prize had escaped him,* Randolph, OralioUt says: 'The 
fiag of the U. S. waa no sooner flying than the CoUingiaood entered the bay of 
Monterey, There had been a race.* Wra H> Davis, GlimpseSj MS., 343-6, 
learned from Capt, Mervine at the time "t Monterey that the rivals had close- 
ly watched each other; and that the Savaniioh and Cyane left Mazatlan Be- 
uretly by night, fearing that the Collinffwood might have pursued them and 
arrived before them at Monterey, But we know that the Cyane had come 
long before. There are other alight inaccuracies, showing that Davia gives the 
common report rather than Mervine's direct testimony. W. S. Green pub- 
lished in the Cola^iaSunB. statement — which I find in the Baiter afield Courier, 
Sept. 21, 1870, and which waa published in several other newspapers— pur- 
])orting to ha^e been derived from Sloat' a own \ips, containing tfie loUowing: 
A courier arrived from Mexico, bringing deepatchea to Seymour but none to 
Sloat. Seymour after tiie arrival of the courier waa *allin all' with the lead- 
ing Meiicana, while they looked daggers at Sloat. The commodore watched 
the movements of the admiral. The line-of-battle ehip hove abort on her 
anchors and made ready for a voyage^ The two little American vessels did 
the same. The C(dlingvJOod weighed anchor', and with clouds of canvas, etc. 
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gest troublesome questions. Foriustance; Minor and 
others state that Sloat left Mazatlan for a short cruise 
and then returned, his departure being promptly made 
known to Seymour, What means could he have 
adopted more likely to start the admiral for California, 
and to insure his arrival there In advance? Or if, as 
Benton says, Sloat sailed as if for Honolulu, but took 
a tack in the night, what necessity was there for Sey- 
mour to follow exactly the same route as his rival? 
Moreover, why should Seymour have been so anxious 
to follow every movement of the Savannah? If he 
intended to raise his flag" at Monterey, was it abso- 
lutely essential that Sloat should be present at thu 
ceremony? Fourth: Admiral Seymour seema to have 
paid not the slightest attention to the departure of 
the Cyave and S/tarh and Portsmouth, and Cyane again, 
and the Levant, any one of which for all he knew 
might have orders to raise the stars and stripes at 
Monterey, and all but oiic of which were actually 
bound for California waters. Fifth: for a naval com- 
mander to devote all his energies to watching a single 
ship, and to leave unwatched for six months a coatst 
of which he intended to take possession, and which 
was likely to fall into a rival's hands, was, to say the 
least, a peculiar proceeding. To the ordinary mind 
California would seem a convenient station for at least 
part of a fleet whose chief mission was to protect or 
conquer that country; and there is no indication that 
the commander of the Juno was instructed to forestall, 
or even to closely watch^ the action of the three Amer- 
ican ships. Sixth; Sloat, as we have seen, delayed 
decisive action long after he knew that hostihties had 

Within half an hour the Sa'mnTiaJ^ and Preble (?) were ploughing the bosom of 
the deep, while the niiud of the gallant commodore was made ^tp, etc. Sey- 
moar on reaching Monterey told Sloat that only himself and a, few leading 
Mexicans knew of the existence of hostilitiea when he left Mazatlan! See 
also Powers^ Afoot^ 316-18. Walpole, Four Tears, passim, tcUs iia that the 
CoUinjpoood waa becalmed off the eoaat^ thus delaying her arrival. Croniso, 
2^at. Wenitfi of Oat. , 63, says the English veissel arrived within 2i hours after 
the Savannah. Others simpZy say tho Savannah outsailed her rival, or that 
Sloat won on account of getting the news of war first through Parrotb. Thus 
it is seen that the evidence is meagre oa well as contradictory. 
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begun, unable to make up his mind, and disregarding 
bis instructions. Are we to suppose that Seymour, 
who, as there is no reason to doubt, knew practically 
as much of events on the Rio Grande as did Sloat, 
was equally timid and irresolute? Orthat he deemed 
it his duty to copy his rivaFs stupid blunders as well 
as to watch his ship? Truly, his delay was inexcus- 
able if his mission was as alleged; and there was no 
later success, as in Sloat's case, to relieve him of the 
blame. Seventh: what, indeed, was the need for the 
admiral to wait for definite news of war at all '? Why 
might he not, if he had such a design as is imputed 
to him, have raised the flag in June as well as in July? 
The rapid increase of American immigration, or cer- 
tainly the acts of the Bears, aiforded a plausible pre- 
text for acceding to the request of Governor Pico and 
his friends. Sloat of coarse required positive evidence 
of hostilities, because his proposed action in California 
was one of war, and by acting hastily, he might com-: 
promise his government ; bat Seymour had no warlike 
project in view; he was merely to assume protection 
of a people at the request of its authorities. It is dif- 
ficult to understand in what respect his act would 
have been more compromising to his government^ or 
more offensive to the United States, just before than 
just after the declaration of war. Eighth and finally: 
there was nothing in the circumstances attending Sey- 
mour's visit to Monterey, July 16th-23d, to sustain 
the theory that be had meditated interference. Ho 
and Sloat exchanged the customary courtesies without 
the slightest disturbance of amicable relations; and 
liaving obtained from the Americans a set of spars 
for his vessel, he sailed away for the Sandwich Islands 
without meddling in politics, or commenting, so far as 
may be known, on the change of flag/^ 

*^In reality, little ia kuown of the CoUingioood'a trip, except the date of 
her arrival at Monterey. Lieut Fred, Walpole of that vessel wrote Fbur 
Year-^ in th^. Padfir, Fx>nd. 1849, 8vo, 2 vol. ; but he pays little or no atten- 
tion topoliUiH or to detailaof the vessers Trovements. That part of hislxfok 
relating to OaL is fnund in vol. ii. p- 204^19. He giuea a. little Bketch of the 
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I would not flippantly assert that previous writers 
have fallen into error on a matter like this, whero 
from the nature of the case no positive proof against 
them can be adduced; but in the absence of like proof 
in their favor, it has seemed well to consider the at- 
tendant circumstances; and these, as I think the 
reader will agree, point almost irresistibly to the con- 
clusion that the danger of English intervention in any 
form was a mere bugbear; that the race between the 
Savannah and Collingwood was purely imaginary. 
The contrary belief has been a fascinating one for 
Americans; it is agreeable to dwell on a contest in 
which we have been the winners. But the satisfaction 
in this case is not well founded, and there is no reason 
to believe that there was any intention of raising the 
English flag in California, The reason why the pro- 
ject of a protectorate, if considered, was not approved, 
was probably, as in the matter of conquest or purchase, 
that 'the game was not worth the candle/ especially 
as the candle was likely enough to assume the propor- 

Bear Flag revolt and other current eveuta, noting particularly the appearance 
and character of Fn^mont'a trappers. On the aabject now under conaiUeratiou 
he says: ' On the morning of the 16th of July, 1846» after a long voyage, we 
were becalmed off the coast of Cal» in the bay of Monterey, and, towM^ the 
aiternoou, anchored amidst a crowd of American veasela of war. To our as- 
tonisbmeut we found that they bad only a few days before taken poaseasion 
of the place, hoisted the American colors, and planted a garriaon in the town. ' 
There ia no indication that the vessel came by way <^ Uouolulu, as Home 
writers state. Green, in the newspaper article already cited as purportuiff to 
come from Sloat, relates & conversation between him and Seymour, which ia 
to be regarded as purely imaginary. In his report of Jnly 3lst, Sloat men- 
tions Seymour's arrival on the 16th, and departure on the ^d, and the inter- 
change of friendly courtesies. Sloat thouaht hia coming strengthened the 
American cauae by convincing the natives that he would not interfere. Nil''n* 
Beg.t lixi. 133. July 23d, Sloat notifies Montgomery of Seymour's presence 
and bis friendly conducL War imth Mex., R^a Op^. Navy^ 29. Phelps^ 
Fore and AJl^ 295, and Dunbar, Romance, 40, state that Seymour frankly told 
Sloat that he bad intended to raise the S^^lish flag. Colton, 2'hTee Yea^s, p. 
l$-14f notes the holding of a meeting after the flag was raised to discuss the 
question of asking English protection; and he quotes the facetious argument 
of one Don Rafael (Gonzalez ?) against it. The same writer, however, Dfch 
and Port, 393, says: ' It has often been stated by American writers that the 
admiral intended to raise the English flavin Cal., and would have done it had 
we not stolen the march on him. I beheve nothing of the kind; the allega- 
tion ia a mere assumption, unwarranted by a single fact.' Nidever, lAft and 
Adven.^ MS., 130, and Swasey, Col. ^4^S, MS,, 13-14, mention an exhibition 
of marksmanship by Fremont s men which delighted the ofSceiB of the CoUing- 
teood, and reduced their store of silver dollars. 
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tions of a foreign war. It ia well to note finally that 
the conclusion reached deprives the Bear Flag cause 
of the only merit that could ever with any plausibility 
be attributed to it, that of having saved California 
from English rule through the influence of Fremont's 
action in hastening Sloat's movements. 

The MeNamara colonization scheme, though it car- 
ries me back to 1845, and forward some days past the 
raising of the stars and stripes, is treated here because 
it has commonly been considered a part of the gen- 
eral scheme of English interference. Of Eugene Mc- 
Namara, except in connection with the affair iu ques- 
tion, we know only that he was *'a native of Ireland, 
catholic priest, and apostolic missionary/' Before 
August 1845, and probably in the spring of that year, 
he asked the president of Mexico for a grant of land 
in California, to be occupied by an Irish colony. His 
avowed object was threefold. ''I wish in the first 
place," he said, "to advance the cause of Catholicism. 
In the second, to contribute to the happiness of my 
countrymen- Thirdly, I desire to put an obstacle in 
the way of further usurpations on the part of an irre- 
ligious and anti-catholic nation." He eulogized the 
Irish as the b^t of colonists, ''devout catholics, mor- 
al, industrious, sober, and brave," He proposed to 
bring over one thousand families as a beginning, each 
to have a square league of land^ and this first colony 
to be located on the bay of San Francisco; a second 
would be established later near Monterey; and a third 
at Santa B^bara. He desired for a time exemption 
from taxes; and claimed to have the approval of the 
archbishop of Mexico, There being some hesitation 
on the part of the government, McNa'mara again 
urged the advantages of his project and the necessity 
of prompt action- "If the means which I propose be 
not speedily adopted, your Excellency may be assured 
that before another year the Californias will form a 
part of the American nation. Their cathoHc institu- 
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tions will become the prej of the methodist wolves; 
and the whole country will be inundated with these 
cruel invaders;" but ten thousand Irishmen '^will be 
8ufficient to repel at the same time the secret intrigues 
and the open attacks of the American usurpers." In 
this communication the petitioner asked for land to 
be hypothecated in payment of the colonists' travel- 
ling expenses; and also for the customs duties at San 
Prancisco for a term of years.^^ 

' The government was disposed to look with favor 
upon the scheme; though of course there was no 
thought of granting coast lands, or least of all, at the 
ports mentioned by the priest;^'' and though there 
were not wanting those in Mexico who believed Irish 
settlers more likely to side with the Yankees than 
the Mexicans,^ We know very little of the negotia- 
tions in Mexico, but on August 1 1th, Minister Cue- 
vas, in a communication to Jose M. Hijar, announced 
that McNamara, highly recommended by the arch- 
bishop and others, would come to California with Ini- 
extra's expedition, Hljar was instructed to treat him 
well, to examine his project^ and to consult with the 
governor with a view to advise the government what 
was best to be done.^^ There is no evidence, how- 
ever, that Hfjar ever received this communication. 

In January 1846, under a new administration, Mc- 
Nanaara was informed by Minister Castillo Lanzas 
that hlg memorial and plan, in accordance with the 

"^ McKamara'a petitions to the preaideot. In Spanish with tranalatioue, in 
Fr^Tfioiith Col, ClainUt 19-21, 77*9- The docamenta have no date, and it is 
not stated where they were fonod; but there ia no reason to doubt their au- 
thenticity. Moat of the matter on the subject is given, from the above source, 
in the S^o7ioltilu Polyne»iaTi, v. 105; ajid 8. F. Cali/omian, Oct, 28, Nov. 
4, 1848, 

^Dix, in hia^ speech of March 29, 1848, Dix's Speeches, i. 262-^1; Cong. 
Oldbe, 1847-^, p'560-lj reviews the aubject, and conveys the improsaion that 
the final ^rant did include, besides the bay of S. F., some of the best lauds 
and moBt important military und comnierci^ positiona ia Cal. J Mayer, Jffir- 
ico A^tec, i. 343-5, aays * the govt of Mexico granted 3,000 eq. leagues in the 
rich valley of S. Joaquin, embraciug S- Fraucisco, Monterey, and StaBirbaraM 

^"In the Amiffo del PueMo, Oct. 23, 1845, we read: ^^Todavia no aeco- 
iioce que todo ^IquehnbleelidLoma ingles hadetenermaaaimpatiashdcialoa 
rapacea Yankees que hicia nosotres?' 

" Aug. 11, 1845, Cuevas to Hijar, Fr^ont's Gal CMms, 23. 
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■opinion of the council, would be submitted to con- 
gress.*^ The documentary result is not extant; but 
whether congress acted on the subject or not, the 
enipresario doubtless obtained some encouragement 
but no positive promises from the government with a 
recommendation to go to California, select lands suit- 
able for his purpose, and submit his project in regular 
form to the departmental authorities."^ The Inieatra 
expedition not being likely to start soon, if ever, the 
padre took passage on H. B. M. ship Juno for Mon- 
terey, where he arrived before the middle of June, 
or possibly at the end of May, There is no informa- 
tion extant about the Juno\s visit, except that she left 
Monterey on June 17th, was at Santa Bd^rbara on 
July 1st, and returning, arrived on July 11th at San 
Francisco.^^ Making known his project to Larkin 
and probably to others, McNamara sailed still on the 
Juno for the south to see the bishop and negotiate 
with the governor. On July 1st at Santa Bdrrbara 
he submitted his proposltioa in writing to Pico, hav- 
ing perhaps first broached the subject to him a week 
earlier,^ His plan, which had "received the benign 
cooperation of the venerable and illustrious arch- 
bishop of Mexico, and the cordial recognition of the 
supreme government," was now to bring as soon as 
possible 2,000 Irish families, or 10,000 souls; and he 

>" Jan. IB, 1846, GflaCillo Lauaaa to McNamara. SOth Oonff. Ist Sees., Sen. 
JUpt, 75, p. 22. 

"' To larkin OQ hia arrival McKamara said that Prea. Herrera had appvOTed 
the Hcheme; out that the new president made objections, on the ground that 
the L:iah would join tbo Amencans* and that he wantei^ no Engh^- speaking 
■co^onieta. Larhn*s Off. Corr^sp.t MS., ii. 65. 

■'ShaarriTed before June Ilth. Larkin^s Off. Corresp., MS., i. 90. In a 
later letter larkin states incidently that she arrived in May. Id., li. 81. In 
/(/., ii. 05, he writes, June 18th, that she arrived, and left for Sta Barbara 
^yeatorday.' July Ilth, Montgomery to Sloat. Tho JuTio arrived to-day 
and anchored at 'Sau&oUta' (Sauzalito). SO£h Cong. M Sees., H. Ex, Doc., i. 
pt ii. p. 16. 

"In the record of the assembly action of July 6th, Leg. if^c, MS., i^'. 
S63-^, the governor's communication to that body ia said to have been dated 
Juno 24th; and the same date ia mentioned in another record of July 7t!i. 
FHmonf^s Col. Claims, 25. Still another says it was written June 24th and 
submitte<l on July 2d. Bandini, Doc, MS., 87. There jjiay therefore be 
some error in the printed date of July let, or there may have been more than 
one Gommnuication. 



218 PRELIMINARIES OP THE CONQDEST. 

asked for a grant of the land selected between the 
San Joaquin River and the Sierra Nevada, from the 
Cosumnes southward to the extremity of the Tulares, 
near San GabrieL This petition was sent by Pico to 
the assembly^ with documents relating to the project 
and with his approvah^ Lataillade, the Spanish vice- 
consul, also wrote a letter describing and advocating 
the colonization scheme.^* On July 6th the matter 
was brought up in a session of the assembly at Los 
Angeles, and was referred to a committee consisting 
of Ai^liello and Bandini. Their report, rendered 
next day in an extra session and approved, was favor- 
able to McNamara's petition, and recommended that 
the grant be made under certain conditions; the most 
important of which were that land should be granted 
only in proportion to the number of colonists present- 
ing themselves; that the title should not be suscepti- 
ble of hypothecation or transfer to any foreign gov- 
ernment or other ownership; and that sections of 
good land should be reserved in the region granted,^ 
The committee farther recommended that the depart- 
mental government should petition congress to allow 
the colonists exemption from taxes for a number of 
years; and also for the introduction free of duties of 
5100,000 worth of merchandise for each 1,000 colo- 
nists, 

'* Julj 1, iS46, MoNamara to Pico, and Pico to aasembly. ^r^on^s Oal. 
ClaimSf 23» See alao referencea ir nfxbe 33, 

■* Jti^ 2d, L. to Bandiui. Bandini^ Doc, MS., 84. The writer saya there 
v^ere dimcalties in Mexico on acooont of prospective cjcpeuees; but now 
he nnderatandH that the English crown will bear the e:cpen^. He favors 
the plan, because it will create a barrier both against the Indiana and the 
Americans. He foresees the raising of the stars and stripes in case of war; 
but thinks a period of anarchy will eiisue until a regular government is es- 
tablished, during which tha coantry will be overrun by nordes of lawless 
strangers; and that while the Insh colonists could not be expected for sev- 
eral years, the title to lands being acquiredj England wonld protect it and 
keep the lands f irom the possession of adventurers. 

** JulyTf 1S46, report of specialcoru-onMcNamaragrant. Original blotter 
inSandim, Doe., MS., 87. AlaoinLe^. J^tfc., MS., iv. 364-8. The tract speci- 
fied within which the colony lands were to be selected— without prejudice to 
fonnev grants and with the reservation of alternate sections — was 'on the 
river S^ Joaquin and towards the Tularee, on the southern extremity of the 
lagoons or said tulares, between the latter and the Sierra Nevada, and on the 
river of Las Animas and its region as far aa the Cajon do Muscupiabe, ne£^ 
San Bernardino.* 
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This favorable action of the assembly was for- 
warded to Pico on the same day.*^ It reached Santa 
Biirbara probably on the 8th; but the governor, 
it will be remembered, had started a day or two 
earlier for the north, and did not reach that town on 
his return until the 12th or 13th. Then he doubtless 
made out and signed in due form a grant to McNamara, 
subject to the approval of the national government. 
The terms and conditions of the grant were substan- 
tially as fixed by the assembly, it being specified, 
however, that the tract was to be wholly in the in- 
terior, twenty le^ues from the coast; that each of 
the 3,000 families — instead of 2,000 as before — 
should have one league, or less if the tract should not 
suffice; and that any excess should be reserved by 
the government.^ Thus far all had been appar- 
ently regular and in accordance with legal formali- 
ties. But it is to be noted that the final grant, as 
extant in print — I have not seen the original manu- 
script — is dated at Santa Barbara on July 4th, If 
the document was really signed on that date, it was 
in advance of legislative action and invalid; other- 
wise it was signed after the 12th, and fraudulently 
dated back, in consequence of Pico's having learned 
on his northern trip that the United States flag 
had been raised on the 7th. 

With his grant McNamara went up to Monterey. 
There he explained to Larkin the nature of his scheme 
somewhat more fully; informed him that he was act- 
ing for a private company in London; showed him 
the title — bearing date of July 4tb, which shows that 
date to be not merely a misprint — and asked his opin- 
ion whether the United States would recognize its 

"^ Jiily7tli» Figuerott, president, and Botello, aev., to Pico- Frimovl^s Cal. 
GlaimSj 25. July 8tli, Eandini to Lat^Lade, in renly to letter of 2d, already 
cited. Has done what Le could for McNamara, who appears to be satisfied. 
Bandini, Doc.y MS., 88, July 8th, Botello to Moreno. Has been boay with 
the McNamara affitir, which he warmly approves. Moreno, Doc. HiHt. Vol., 
17-18. 

'^ July 4, 1846, Pico's grant to McNamara. Translation from original, io 
FrinumVA Cat. Clavm, 23-5, 
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validity, Larkin told him the governor could not 
grant more than eleven leagues in a single deed; and 
the reverend empresario sailed on the Gollingwood for 
Honolulu en route to Mexico,^* No attempt was ever 
made to secure recognition of the title in California, 
It is said, however, that the grant was in Mexico re- 
ferred to the 'direccion de colonizacion 6 industrial 
which body reported adversely on several grounds — 
chiefly that the price fixed by law for the territory in 
question, but which McNamara had not even prom- 
ised to pay, was about $71,000,0001 In spite of this 
report, it appears that the colonization committeo of 
congress approved the project; and that is the last 
we hear of it,*'' 

Such is the history of the famous McNaraara col- 
onization project. It appears that a company of spec- 
ulators in London, taking the hint perhaps from the 
-efforts of the Mexican bond-holders in paat years> if 
not composed in part of the same men — -though there 
is np evidence on that point — and foreseeing that in 
American or other hands Californian lands were likely 
to increase very rapidly in value, resolved to become 
the possessors of as large a tract ^ possible. To avoid 
opposition from the authorities in a catholic country, 
a priest was employed to negotiate in the nahae of an 
Irish colony. There was probably no expectation of 

" Aug. 22, 1846, Larkin to aec. Htate. LarHit's Off. Corr€^., MS., ii. 8L 
*°I have iiofc found aoy original record of these actiona, which are, how- 
■ever, unimportaJit on account of their date aftcrthe Americiin occupation of 
CaL I find the infoi'ination given above with some details in the Hojwlidu 
Polynedan, It, 50, Aug. 11, 1847; quoted ateo in**?. F, CaHfornian, Sept. 29, 
1847. It istobenotedthat in this account the legislativeactionia dated July 
-3d, and the grant Jaly 4th. On Sapt. 27th McNamara wrote from Hono- 
lulu to J. A. Forbesa letter quoted in HartmanjCR Brief in Mission Caaea, 65. 
After raving about the 'aainiuc stupidity of old Aberdeen' in settling the Or- 
egon qneation, and referring to his scieme for working the quickailver mines, 
ho aays: ^I amaleovery desirous of doing something about tnat grant of land. 
I will give the Yankees aa much annoyance as I possibly can in the matter.' 
Velasco, SoTtonij 310, saya the grant was conBrmod by Santa Anna, and that 
McNamara went to Europe to roflke arrangements; bnt that litigation is ex- 
pected. Besidea the works I have cited, ace on the McNaroara achemo, Bid- 
if^ira dal. IS4I-8, MS., 151-2, 176; C&rcmel, Coaas deCcU., MS., 69; Fh»t 
Steamship PiGneers^ 170-1; Jlespcrian, HL 387; Upham's Life Fr4raont, 240-lj 
Cronwe's Nai^. Wea'th Gal., 69; Lancet's Cruise, 54-5; Tijikham's if«t, Stocla- 
lon, 92; Yolo Co. Hvtt.f 25; and man^ newspaper aecotints. 
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ever sending to California any such number of families 
as was talked about; but it was thought that a title 
might be acquired to lands of great value. In order 
to get as mucli as possible on the most favorable con- 
ditionSj and with the least possible delay, advantage 
was shrewdly taken of the bitter feeling against all 
that was American, The scheme met with as much 
favor as could have been shown to any measure that 
had to be submitted to two opposing administrations ; 
but evoked little enthusiasm even in Mexico. And 
when the speculating presbUero arrived in California, 
where colonization on a large scale had always been a 
popular idea, with all his special inducements of op* 
position to the Yankee invaders and loha'? metodistaSj 
he found the authorities by no means in a hurry to- 
disregard the laws and put him in possession of the 
who!e department. He obtained little more than any 
presumably responsible man might have obtained in 
ordinary circumstances — the concession of an immense 

tract of land, valueless then and nearly so for many 
years later, away from the coast, inhabited by gentile 
tribes, of extent in proportion to the actual number of 
colonists sent to occupy it, with title not transferable 
— hampered, in fact, by all the legal conditions. The 
chance for speculation on a grand scale was not very 
apparent. It may be doubted that the London com- 
pany would have cared for the grant even had their 
clerical agent not been obliged to tell them that it was 
fraudulently antedated. At any rate it would have 
been sold at a low figure to some Yankee speculator 
during the subsequent years of litigation. 

Respecting the international or political aspects of 
the McNamara project, there is not much to be said; 
though it is to that phase of the matter that writers 
h^ve chiefly devoted their attention. Most of them 
state it as an unquestioned fact that the colony was 
simply a part of the general plan of the English gov- 
ernment to get possession of California; and failed, just 
as the main plan failed, because the British agents were 
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too late. Had there been any such plan — and I have 
proved to my own satisfaction there was not — it would 
still be necessary to pronounce its relation to the colony 
scheme purely conjecturaL It is not unlikely that the 
promoters of the colony, like the bond-holders of earlier 
years, hoped to acquire a title which should eventually 
attract the attention and secure the protection of 
the British government. It is also probable that in 
Mexico, and tolerably certain that in California, Mc- 
Namara, to advance his interests, sought to give the 
impression that to grant his petition would be to secure 
English favor; but that the government secretly fa- 
vored the scheme in any way, I find no evidence. In- 
deed, the establishment of 10,000 Irish colonists in a 
country as a means of acquiring peaceful possession 
of the same was hardly a method that would at any 
tirae have commended itself to the favor of her 
Britannic Majesty. 

After the conquest it was claimed that McNamara's 
intrigues for an immense land grant had been one of 
the chief motives of the Bear Flag revolt; and in the 
investigation of 'California claims' in 1848, a leading 
point made by Fremont and his friends was that the 
revolt alone had prevented the success of that scheme, 
and had thus saved for American settlers an immense 
tract of valuable land. A dozen witnesses or more 
testified positively that such was undoubtedly the fact 
I do not beUeve that anything whatever was known 
of McNamara or his scheme north of the bay before 
June 14tb, if indeed it was known before July 7th; 
but this of course cannot be proved, especially if^ as 
Larkin states in one letter, the Juno arrived in May ;*^ 
and it must be admitted that such a knowledge would 
have been an argument of some force with the s^t- 

'^Jnoe iSthf as we have seen, was the earliest date on which anvthinf^ 
appears on the subject in contemporary doeumeota at Monterey; and June 
24th in the south, Thab Lavkm kne^ of it a week or more and informed the 
settlera in the north, before he wrote on the subject to the sec. atate, is not 
veryprobable. I suppose, moreover, that his statemenbin Off. Oorrtep-t MS,, 
ii. 81, that McNamara arrived in May may have beea a siip of the pen on the 
part of his clerk. 
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tiers. However this may have "been, the second prop- 
osition that the revolt put a stop to this and other 
grants by Pico to Englit^h men is a manifest absurdity ; 
since not only is it certain that it had no such effect, 
but obviously its tendency must have been to cause 
the governor to make haste in disposing of the public 
domain. Moreover, it is by no means certain that 
the success of the colony and a recognition by the 
United States of the grant as valid would have been 
an unmixed evil 
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Commodore Sloat, in his flag-ship, the Savannah^ 
coming from Mazatlan, arrived at Monterey, where 
he found the Cyane, Captain Mervine, and the Le- 
vant, Captain Page — the Portsmouth^ Captain Mont- 
gomery, being at San Francisco — on the 1st or 2d of ^ 
July- I find no means of determining accurately 
which is the correct date, though perhaps the pref- 
erence should be given to the second^ A midship- 

^Sloat, in hia report of July 3Ut, U. S, Ghr^tDoc^SHt cong. lat seaa., H. 
Es, Doc, i, pt ii., p. 2, says lie arrived on July 2d; and thia date lias been 
taken by moat writers from his statement. The fragment of the loff pub- 
liabed by Lancey and Dunbar reads: 'July Ist^ stood into tbeiarbor of Mon- 
terey and eamo to anchor at 4 p. m,, in front of the town. . .The captain of tho 
por^ accompanied by Mr Ilartwoll [Kartnell], attached to tho custom-hoose 
called. Cyane and Levant in port.' The difference between sea and land 
time may be made to account for thia entry in the log; but Larkin, in several 
communicationa of the period, dates the arrival on the Jst; while in an- 
other he saya it waa the 2d. Lieut Minor speaks of a ^ paaaage of 23 days,' 
leaving Mazatlan on June Sth, which would luako the arrival not later than. 
July Ifit. Midishipman Wilson, in his testimony, saya it waa July 2d. 

fMtJ 
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4 

man on the frigate states that the commodore sent 
an officer ashore to tender the usual civilities, by of- 
fering to salute the Mexican flag, which honor wa^ de- 
clined for want of powder for a return salute,^ I 
have two original letters before me, bearing date of 
July 2d, one of them in Sloat's handwriting, asking 
if there is any objection to his men landing for 
twenty-four hours in squads of 100; the other, writ- 
ten by his son and secretary, proposing to land and 
take a ride with the consul next morning.* Accord- 
ing to the log, it was also on the 2d that Larkin made 
a long call on the commodore, aod on his departure 
was saluted with nine guns. Next day Sloat landed 
to call on the authorities. Of festivities on the 
4th, we know only that the ship was dressed and 
salutes were fired. Religious service was performed 
on Sunday, the 5th, by Lieutenant Trapin; and on 
the same day the Pm-tsmoutK s launch arrived from 
Yerba Buena with despatches from Montgomery, 
The 6th was passed by oloat and Larkin on board 
the frigate, in preparing proclamations and corre- 
spondence, of which I shall speak presently. Noth- 
ing more is known of actual events at Monterey 
from the 1st to the 6th of July. 

We have seen that Sloat, with a sufficiently definite 
knowledge of hostilities on the Rio Grande, had long 
hesitated to obey his orders from Washington, After 
several changes of mind on the subject, he had on 
June 6th announced his intention to proceed to Cali- 
fornia, but not to take possession until he should hear 
of a formal declaration of war or of ofiensive opera- 
tions by the gulf squadron, Next day he received 
additional despatches, supposed to have included a 
report that the gulf ports had been blockaded; and on 

"Wilflon^s teatimony in FrimonCs CaL Claims^ 40-1. He saya the officers 
wondered that Sloat should have mftde thU offer, koowiogof the Mexican 
hoatiiitieB. 

«Jii]y 2d, Com. Sloat and L. W. Sloat to Larkin. LarUTCs Doc., MS., 
LV. 193-4. The consul ia also thaitked for booka and qoicksilver ore, and \s 
informed that the men, if they make aome noise, will alsoBpend |l,000or 
^1,500 in doing it 

Htst. Gal., Vol, V, IS 
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the 8th he sailed for Monterey. According to his 
own official report, he had resolved at the time of sail- 
ing to raise the flag in California in consequence of 
the latest news.* His delay of si^ days after arrival 
before acting, however, in itself seems to indicate that 
his vacillation did not end with the departure from 
Mazatlaii- Fremont and his friends point to Sloat's 
letter of June 6th as showing his purpose when he 
left Mazatlan; to his delay at Monterey and friendly 
relations with Mexican authorities there; to the gen- 
eral impression on board the ships that Sloat's final 
action was determined by the receipt on July 5th of 
Montgomery's despatches announcing the acts of the 
revolutionists. And in addition to this, Frdmont and 
Gillespie testify positively that Sloat in his first inter- 
view with them gave them distinctly to understand 
that he had acted upon the faith of their operations in 
the north, and was greatly troubled on learning that 
they had acted without authority** 

Thus was founded a claim that it was Fremont's 
acts that caused Sloat to take possession of California 
for the United States. The claim was to a certain 
extent well founded. Fremont's operations did un- 
questionably have an influence in removing Sloat's 
doubts and strengthening his purpose; though it was 
by no means the only influence in that direction; and 
though, had it been so, the chief merit claimed for it, 
that of having saved the country from England, can- 
not be accorded to the rebels. I find no reason to 
doubt that Sloat, as he claimed, left Mazatlan and 
arrived at Monterey with a determination — as strong 
as such a man in such circumstances could entertain- 
to obey his orders and seize the country. His hesita- 
tion, very much less ioescusable here than before on 
the Mexican coast, began at his first interview with 

4 

* War wWi Mex,, Report Naval Operations, p. 2. Sloat to aec. jiavy, 
JulvSlBt. 

■ TcB^mony of Pr^inont, Gillespie, Wileon, and Miuor» ia Fr^jnont^H Ctd, 
Claimti, 13, 32, 41, 44^-6; see also Benton's Speech of April 10, 1848; Oong 
Globe, 1847-5, p. G04-6; G. H.,inS. R Col. Star and Calif., D^ 9, 1S48. 
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Larkin, and was largely due to the consuVs influeace. 
He learned, it 13 true, that the American settlers were 
in revolt, and that the Californian authorities were 
popularly believed to be in favor of English interfer- 
ence, both eircumstances calculated in themselves to 
strengthen his purpose; but at the same time ho 
learned that the cooperation of Fremont and Gilles- 
pie with the insurgents was not positively known, and 
that Larkin did not now apprehend any trouble from 
the McNamara scheme, or from Pico's favor to an 
English protectorate. He had not expected definite 
news or orders from the Rio Grande, or from Wash- 
ington; but he had hoped to find something to support 
his resolve in the secret instructions of Larkin and 
Gillespie. He now learned that those documents 
contained nothing in addition to his own instructions, 
and that they were devoted chiefly to a plan of ac- 
quiring the country by voluntary separation from 
Mexico, to be followed by annexation — a plan under 
which Larkin had been and still was at work with 
much hope of success, Larkin was not in sympathy 
with the Bear Flag movement He was embarrassed 
in his eflforts by it, and puzzled by the reported connec- 
tion of United States ofiicers with it; and he did not 
favor, or later wholly approve, the forcible occupation 
of the country, where he confidently expected to see 
the stars and stripes raised voluntarily by the Cali- 
forniana. That the views of so promment a citizen, 
at the same time U, S. consul and confidential agent 
of the administration, should have had great influence 
with the commodore is not to be wondered at A 
much more resolute man might have wavered under 
such circumstances. Both, however, were wrong. 
Larkin, well founded as were his hopes, had no right 
to suppose that his government intended to put oflT the 
military occupation in case of war, or that such occu- 
pation could under the circumstances be effected in 
the immediate future with the entire approval of the 
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inhabitants and authorities. Aiid Sloat should have 
obeyed his instructions literally and without delay,* 
Both Sloat and Larkin being much perplexed as to 
what should be done — the former inclizxlng to action 
and the latter to delay — on the afternoon of Sunday 
the 5th the Fortsmout/is launch, under Passed Mid- 
shipman N. B. Harrison, arrived with despatches 
from Montgomery. The boat had been delayed by 

^LarkJQ's poeition in this matter is by no meitna a theory. thougEi ^s 
such it might be consistently and succcasfully presented, the coneul's general 
vIgws beiug clearly enough, recorded. I have a statement by Larkin Simecif 
Ijearing directly on the subject. He says: * It waa known to the commodore 
and tlie U. S. consul that s, severe battle had taken place at or near Mata- 
moros, . . .yet there was no certainty in California that war was declared. On 
thelirat or second day after the com oiodore's arrival in this port, ho informed 
thU consulate that he thought it of the greatest importance that ho should 
land his marine force and take possession of Monterey, Without official in- 
formation, cither by the commodore or myaelf , I hesitated to take pOBsessiou 
of California by force of arms, and preferred that the civil goTeruor and mili- 
tary commandant shonld place their country under the protection of our gov- 
ernment, T hb subject ha!d be«Ti canvassed repeatedly by myself and certain 
persona in command on shore, anil partially agreed upon should emergenciea 
create the neceaaity. Some of tho town authorities and afen- principal citizens 
of Mexico in Montcrcyi while the Savannah lay at anchor, lavored the plan 
and proposed to send expresses to GJon. Castro and Gov. Pico. . .There was 
during this period a rising of foreigners, most of them unknown in the settle- 
ments, at the Sacramento Eiver and jiUTsdiction of Sonoma, These circum- 
stances urged many Californiana in July 1846 to view with high favor the 
plan of coming under a peaceable protection of a foreign government, Thfere 
was a fair prospect of the commandant general and some or all the authorities 
of Monterey coming into the arrangement; but it required at least tea days 
to come to a eonclnsion. On the 4th or 5th of the month a proposition was 
thought of in Monterey by some of the citizens to seize on the American con- 
sul and carry him off, m order t<" make further motives to the ship'a forces to 
land. Com, Sloat became more and more anxious to land and hoist our flag- 
Early on Sunday [it should be Monday] morning of the 6th of July, he sent a 
boat on ahore for the U. S. consul, who was received in the commodore's cabin 
with the e;?clamation, ^' We must take the place I I shall be blamed for doing 
too little or too much — I prefer the latter."' Copy in Satmfer^sJ)oc^,JdQ.yS\- 
1, of what aeema to be a memoranduio left by litrkin among his papers- It 
waa apparently written considerably later than 1846, He gets into confusion 
in the dates, making the 6th and 7th Sunday and Monday, instead of Monday 
and Tueaday. He also makes the Portsmouth'^ launch arrive in the afternoon 
of the same day that he spent with Sloat, who had made up his mind in tho 
morning; but that is evidently an error. He adds; *It is not improbable but 
the poageaaion of the country would have been postponed a few d^^ longer 
had not Com. Sloat been apprehensive that Admiral Sei/monr on H. M. ship 
of the line CoUingvjood would eoon be in port and might wish to hoist the 
English flag there/ In a letter of July4th to theeonanl in Honolulu, Larkin 
says: ^X closed my Oahu mail last night, supposing thatsome 15 soldiers sent 
in from Castro last night might have earned me off, I suppoae, however, 
they did not think of it; although two days back they had it in contempla- 
tion. In the mean time I am dreaming of trying to persuade the Caiifomians 
to call Oil tho commodore for protection, hoist his flag, and be his country' 
men, or the Bear may destroy them.' Larkin's Off. Corresp.^ MS., i. 99. 
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contrary wiuds, having perhaps left San Francisco on 
the morning of July 3d. The despatches to Sloat^ if 
there were any such/ are not extant, but I have be- 
fore me a communication from Montgomery to Lar- 
kin, dated July 2d, with two postscripts, in which 
were announced Torre's retreat with Fremont's latest 
achievements, the spiking of the guns at San Fran- 
cisco, and the capture of Kidley.^ This document 
was probably brought by the launch, and was perhaps 
the decisive one. At any rate, there can be little 
doubt that the latest news from the northern frontier, 
and especially the definite announcement that Fro- 
mont was acting with the insurgents,* was the last 
straw which — strengthened the camel's back to bear 
the burden of responsibility. With clear orders from 
his superiors at Washington, with positive knowl- 
edge of hostilities on the Rio Grande, with the ever 
present fear of being anticipated by the English ad- 
miral, and with importunities, as is very Hkely, on the 
part of his commanders,'*^ Commodore Sloat dared no 
longer hesitate, especially as he now foresaw the op- 
portunity, in case the seizure should prove to have 
been premature, like that of Jones in 1842, of throw- 
ing part of the responsibility upon Fremont 

+ 

^ WilHon t^stiiied that the andval wa,9 on tKe 5th. Laikin aays it waa 
Sunday. Lancey, Oruiset 79, says the passage was 56 hourSt on authority 
not frtated. In any caae, it ia not probable that ^rontgomory knev of Sloa.t^ 
arriTal; ytjt, aa he espeoted him, lie ma^ have addrossed despatches to him, 
all the same. 

*July 2d> M. to L. LarUu's Doc. , MS-, iv. 192. He writes: 'I feel very 
desirouB to learn something more dcfinttc concoming the myaterics referred 
to in them (your letters). \Vere I enlightened respecting the future designs 
of our govt, or concerning the actual condition of affiiirs with Mex., I could 
Tirobubly do much in the preeent crisis toward accotnpliahing objects in view. 
My neutral position, while all ia stirring and exciting about me, renders jis 
quiet spectators of passing events. I am looking for the aiTival at Ihia port 
of both commodores; OhS this must bo the point of all iiUportaiit opera<tions. ^ 

^Larkin, in. the document cited in note 0, s/iya that dednito news was 
now received of what had before been mere confused rumors; but this is ex- 
aggeration, for he already knew tolerably well what wafi beiug done at So- 
noma. 

'*Davig, QlimpseSt MS., 345-0, learned fi-om Capt. Mcrvinc that there 
■wsa a council of war on the night of the tith (5th)> at which Sloat allowed 
himself still irreaolute until prevailed upon to decide on action by Mervine, 
who used very strong langua^, telling him 'it is more than your eommis- 
*ion is worth to hesitate in this matter. ' 
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Accordingly Larkin was aummoned on toard the 
flag-ship. The day was spent in preparing corre- 
spondence, orders, and proclamations ; and before 
night of July 6th, the launch was started back for 
San Francisco with copies of papers to be published 
on the morrow, and a despatch for Montgomery, in 
which Sloat writes: "I have determined to hoist the 
flag of the United States at this place to-morrow, as 
I would prefer being sacrificed for doing too much 
than too little. If you consider you have safiicient 
force, or if Fremont will joia you, you will hoist the 
flag at Yerba Buena, or at any other proper place, 
and take possession of the fort and that portion of 
the country "'^ 

Every preparation having been completed the night 
before, at 7 in the morning of Tuesday, July 7th, 
Sloat sent Mervine ashore with two or three officers^ 
bearing a formal demand for the surrender of the post 
of Monterey, with all troops, arms, and other public 
property. The summons was addressed to the mili- 
tary commandant, and was delivered to the old artil- 
lery captain, Mariano Silva. His reply, written at 8 
A. M., was that as he had no authority to surrender 
the post, and as there were no troops, arms, or other 
public property, the commodore might settle the mat- 
ter with General Castro, to whom the summons had 
been sent. On receipt of this reply at half-past nine, 
Sloat issued to the crews of all the ships a general order 
forbidding in the usual terms all plunder and other 
excesses on shore, and beginning with these words: 
"We are about to land on the territory of Mexico, 

"July Q, 1846, S. to M. U. S. Ooot Doc, 29th cong. 2d sesB,, H. Ei- Doc 
no. 4, p, 648-9. A writer Bignmg himself ^Vindex^'aud ckimitie to imve 
been at Monterey in 1B46, in a semi-ofScial position, writes to the Alta of 
Sept, 11, 1870, to state poeitivcly, but erroneoualy^ that Larkiti with other 
prominent Americans caUed repeatedly on Sloat to beseech him to raiae the 
Bag. Mra Ord, OGurrt^agy M^,, 142, niirratea that the people of Monterey 
had aJi idea that the place was to be taken on July 4th; and one man waa- 
mjnred b^ the crowd ruabing out of evening prayera on & false alarm that 
the Americana were hmding. 
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with whom the United States are at war. To strike 
her flag, and to hoist our own in the place of it, is our 
duty. It is not only our duty to take California, but 
to prt^ervG it afterward as a part of the United 
States at all hazards. To accomplish this, it is of the 
first importance to cultivate the good opinion of the 
inhabitants, whom we must reconcile." 

At 10 oyock 250 men, raarines and seamen, were 
landed from the squadron, under Captain Mervine, 
with Commander Page as second. This force marched 
directly to the custom-house, where Sloat's proclama- 
tion was read, the flag of the United States was 
raised — there had been no Mexican flag flying for two 
months — three cheers were given by troops and spec- 
tators; and at the same time a salute of 21 guns was 
fired from each of the three men-of-war. The proe- 
lamation in English and Spanish was posted in public 
places; two justices of the peace. Purser Price and 
Surgeon Gilchrist, were appointed to preserve order 
in the place of the alcaldes, who declined to serve; n, 
summons to surrender, with an invitation to present 
himself for a personal interview, was sent to Castro 
at Santa Clara; duplicate orders were sent to Mont- 
gomery at San Francisco; and letters of information 
were forwarded by Larkin to Frdmont, Ide, and oth- 
ers in diiFerent directions. Thus Monterey became 
permanently an American town, 

Next day more correspondence was sent out, in- 
cluding communications from Larkin to Castro, Al- 
varado, and Stearns; police regulations were per- 
fected; permanent quarters foi* a large part of the 
garrison were fitted up at the custom-house, where 
Commandant Mervine also had his headquarters, 
while Page lived at the old government house; and a 
band of music paraded the town for the entertain- 
ment of the new and old American citizens. On the 
9th arrived communications from Castro, at San Juan, 
in one of which he manifested his purpose to spare no 
sacrifice for the defence of his country, though he pro- 
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posed to consult the governor and assembly respectiog 
the means and methods of defence; and in the other 
he complained bitterly of Fremont and his ' gang of 
adventurers/ demanding an explanation of the rela- 
tions between the insurgents and the forces com- 
manded by Sloat. This may have indicated a dispo- 
sition to treat if Sloat would disown in the name of 
his government all Fremont's acts; but it was more 
likely intended as an excuse, and it was really a suffi- 
cient one^ for not considering himself bound by past 
pledges to Larkin, The commodore also wrote to 
Pico : " I beg your Excellency to feel assured that al- 
though I come inarms with a powerful force, I come 
as the best friend of California; and I invite your Ex- 
cellency to meet me at Monterey, that I may satisfy 
you and the people of that fact" 

On the 10th, Narvaez, Silva, and several other offi- 
cers left Castro and returned to their families; and it 
was reported that many of the general's men had de- 
tw^rted him, while others were about to do so. By the 
12th there were 300 men on shore; two 18-pouad 
caiTonadea were mounted as field-pieces; a stockade 
and blockhouse were in process of erection; and a 
cavalry force of from 35 to 50 men had been partially 
organized. Orders for this company of patrolmen had 
boon issued as early as the 8th, Purser Daingerfield 
i^auntleroy and Passed Midshipman Louis McLane 
being put in command as captain and lieutenant respect- 
ively. It was on the 14ttL that Sloat announced the 
receipt of intelligence that the flag was flying at Yerba 
Buena, Sutter's Fort, Sauzalito, and Bodega; Commo- 
dore Stockton arrived with the Congress on the 15th; 
next day came Admiral Seymour in the CoUingwood; 
on the 17th, Pauntleroy with his company was de- 
spatched to San Juan; and finally, on the 19th, Fre- 
mont and his battalion appeared at Monterey, 

Thus without opposition, without much excite- 
ment/^ without noteworthy incidents, Monterey had 

1* The French conBul, Gtasqaet, eeema to have objected to the poatiog of 
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fallen a second time itito the hands of the United 
States, and was garrisoned by a naval force. I ap- 
pend some bibhographical matter bearing on the topic, 
including an abstract of the documentary record.^ 

a sentinel near bia house, LarHn^s Off. Corresp., MS,» i 138; and on this 
circumstance, aa I suppose, Vallejo and Alvarado build up a serious quarrel, 
in consequence of wMch Gasquet was arrested and exiled to S. Juan, 

" Sloat's official report of July 3Ist, to the sec. of the navy, War mth 
Mexico, Repts OpercUions of the Navy, 2-4, ia a oondeused narrative of the 
■events noted in my text, to which little or notliing has been added by later 
writers. The same report, slightly disguised aa a *letter from au officer/ ap- 
peara in ^Ues' Hcg^y isxi. 133. The report of tlie sei;. of the iiavy on Pec. 
5th, U. S. Govt Doc., 29th cong. 2d seas., H. Ex. Doc. 4, p. 378-9, contains a 
still briefer account. Each successive point is still more clearly brought out 
by the docuraents of the period cited below. Swan, in Monterey Republican, 
Jan. t>, I870j 8. Joa4 Pioneer^ May 4, 1878, tells a story of a frightened sentry 
at the custom 'bouse, who one afternoon gave an alarm of an enemy coming on 
eeeing the approach of & party of marines who had l&nded at a point out 
of sight. There is a notable absence of incidents, real and £ctitious, in nar- 
rativea relating to this period. Kzquer, Memoriaa, MS., 26, was one of Uie 
displaced jasticea. He says he was put under arrest, and that the doors of 
his office were broken down. Most Californians and others who were at 
Monterey at the time confine their Btatementa to a brief mention of the oc- 
cupation* It la not necessary to name them. Cutts'Conq. of Vol., 111., etc., 
haviug been published in 1847, deserves mention, though it containa nothin;^ 
escept what waa obtained from Sloat'B report and the a^jcompanying docu- 
ments. For an account of theaflair as reportedinMexicoinAugust, includ-r 
ing a translation of Sloat's prod., with anmaingly bitter comments by the ed- 
itor, aeo BustamaTiie, Mem. Hiet. Mex,, v. 84-90; /t/., 2^uevo Bemal Diaa, ii. 
53, 7ft-81. Other Mexican versiona, showing no notable pecnliajity^ uxHiverOy 
HiAt, Jalapa, iii, 779; OuerrUt Apuntes^ 354-5; Pice. (Tniv., viii. 157; Rch- 
taurador, Aug. 18, 1846. 

The of&cial documents are found, aa Sloafs Despatches, in U. S. Oovt Doc. , 
29th cong. 2d sess., H. Ex. Doc. 4, p. 640, etc.; and 3lBt eong. lat sess., H. 
Ex. Doc. 1, pt ii. p. 1, etc. Moat of them are copied in Lancty'9 Oruke, 79, 
etc. ; and many have been often reprinted elaewhere. I do not deem it necos-, 
sary to make any further reference to the page where each of these well 
known routine documents is to be found; nor to give more than a mere men- 
tion of their purport. Somewhat more attention ia given to documents not 
before published, chiefly found among Larkin's papers. 

1, July 7, 1840, Sloat to com. at Monterey, demanding surrender. 2. 
Silva to Sloat iu reply, referring him to Gen. Castro, Spanish and transla- 
tion. A correct cojjy of the original, the printed one being inaccurate, in 
Lo;rkiv^B Doc, MS., iv. 199, 3. Sloat's general order to his men before land- 
ing, forbidding plunder and disorder. Sept. St. Pap., MS., vii. 70-1, 4. 
SloaVs proclamation to the inliabitants of Cal. (see my text a little later). 
Autograph original in tlie hall of the Gab Pioneers. Original copies as circu- 
lated in English and Spanish, in VallcJo, Doc, MS., xxxiv. 217; Bandinl, 
Doc.^ MS., iX>; Savage, Doc,, MS., iii. 15, etc.; with printed copies in many 
works. 5. Sloat to Castro, in same terms aa to Silva, demanding aurrender; 
and addiugi * 1 hereby invite you to meet me immediately iu Monterey to 
enter into articles of capitulation, that yourself, officers, and soldiers, with the 
inhabitants of Cal,, mayreceiveaaaurancesof perfect safety to themselves and 
property.' 6. Com. Mervine to citizens, ordering that all storea and ehopabe 
closed for two days, and strictly forbidding retail of liquors, Mont. Arch., 
MS., viii. 58-9. 7. Sloat to Montgomery; *Your lauuch left yesterday, t 
enclose two documeuts. T hoisted the American fiag here to-day at i) a. m. (?) 
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Sloat's proclamation was as follows: "To the in- 
habitants of California: The central governmeat of 
Mexico having commenced hostilities against the 

You will immediately take poHseasioa of Y. B., and hoist tho flag within reach 
of your guns; post up thfi proclamation in both languages; notify Capt. F> 
and others; put the guna and fort in order. I wish very much to see and 
liear from Capt F., that we may nudorataad each other and cooperate to- 
gether.' 8. litrkin to Fremont. Desires him to send message overiaod on a 
subject of which he will soon be iufonned. 'The commodore wishes you 
at once to cooperate with him under the new state of affairs, and inform him 
immediately, calling on Capt, Montgomery for a launch if you. need it, to 
bring him information of your willingness to do bo. By land immediately 
you can aend me a coarier with a letter in your handwrttiug, withoaC sigou- 
ture, merely saying you will falL into the plan offered. Show this to Mr 
Gilles;pio/ Lfirkin's Of. Corresp.^ MS., i. 105. 0. Larkin to Montgomery, 
enclosingan open letter for Fr^montj to bo read, shown to Gillespie — who ia 
desired to come down in the launcli — and forwarded. Letters ia writer^s 
hand to be deemed authentic if not signed. Id., i. 102. 10. liirkin to Ide. 
Com. Sloat 'has this hour (10 a. m.) raised the flag of the U. 8/ *I presume 
you will be mclined to desist from any contemplated movements against the 
natives, and remain passive for tho present' ' I would recommend you to 
communicate immediately with the comraoiiore.' Id.,\. 100. U. Larkin to 
Weber and Stokes at S. Jos^, enclosing letter for Ide, To be carried or sent 
at once. Dr Marsh also to be notified. *Tha news will come unexpected to 
you; but I hope you will be ready to w>Operate in calminj? tho niinda of those 
aronndyou.' M,!. 101. 12, raaoportorccrtificateof MaDuelI>iaz,tiaattbd 
hearer has a commuuication for ide recommending him to suspOTd hoetilitiea. 
/</.,I>oc., MS,, iv. 2(H). 13. Sloat to Larkin. Sulcata the p(wting of reliable 
persons on each road a few miles from town. Id. , iv. 201. 

14. July 8th, Larkin to Stearns; withanaccountof what haaoccurred, also 
latest newH from tho north. Id., iv. 202. 15. I^rkin to Sloat, recommend- 
ing the appointment of a school-master at $1,000 salary. He will contribnte 
one tenth. Thinks it will induce the nativea to accept office under the U- S. 
Called on Castro^s wife, and found her very uneasy. Will soou know all 
Castro^s plana. The gen. will probably b© at S. Juan to-night. Will come 
on hoard to-morrow with David Sponce and Br McKee. Manuel Dia^ in- 
vited, but prefers to wait a few days. Id., Off. Corresp., MS., i 100-1. 16, 
Larkin to Castro. The commodore is anxious for an interview. Assures him 
of good treatment, Id.,i. 108-9. 17. I^rkin to Alvarado, la still friendlv 
to him and Don. Joa^. Hopea the latter will enter into a convention wttn 
Sloat, as he may honorably do. Id., L 100, 18. Larkb^a circular to Ameri- 
cans, with a full account of the Bear Flag revolt, including the latest news- 

19- JolyOthjSloattoFr^ont, telling him what had beendone, and urging 
him to maie haste with at least 100 men. Ir^mortt*s OaL Claims, 73-4. 
Oastro to Sloat (in reply to no, 5). Spanish and translation. 20. Same to 
Bamcj asking an explanation about Fremont's operations. (One of these two 
doc. appears in one of the ofQcial editions, and the other in the other, each as 
appendix F. ) 21. Sloat to Pico, enclosing copies oF summona to Castro; ask- 
ing an interview and aaauring him of good traatmout, also dated 12th. 22. 
Castro to Larkin. His letter to Sloat contains his ^ultimate determination/ 
Saioyer^A Doc-t MS., 77-8. 23, Alvarado to Larkin. Thankafor kind atten- 
tions. Gajmot disregard his obligations to hia general, Refera to the effort* 
of the * immortal Washington/ Id., 7S-9. 

24, July loth, Larkin to Sloat, informing him of the return of Silva and 
Narvaez, and reported desertion of Castro's men; and suggesting a procla- 
mation of encouragement fm^ such men, Larkin's Off. Oorresp., MS., i. 105. 

25. July 12th^ Sloat to Montgomery, with an account of the situation oC 
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United States of America by invading its territory 
and attacking the troops, , .on the north side of the 
Rio Graiido, and with a force of 7,000 men under. , , 
Gren. Arista, which army was totally destroyed. • .on 
the 8th and 9th of May last by a force of 2,300 men 
under... Gen. Taylor, and the city of Matamoras 
taken, . .and the two nations being actually at war by 
this transaction, I shall hoist the standard of the 
United States at Monterey immediately, and shall 
carry it throughout California, I declare to the in- 
habitants of California that, although I come in arms 
with a powerful force, I do not come among them as an> 
enemy to California; on the contrary, I come as their 
best friend, as henceforward California will be a por- 
tion of the United States, and its peaceful inhabitants 
will enjoy the same rights and privileges as the citi- 

adairs; fttso another despatch approviiig hU course &t Son Frajidaoo. 26.^ 
I^j-kin to Fremont. Urges him to come on to Monterey, The comTnodor^ 
ia anxiooa for hia cooperation. Wishes to organize a body of paid men,- 

Fremont may promiee |15 or $20 per month, and to a great extent choice 
of their own officera. Larkin^s Off. Corresp,, MS. 27. Wm Matthews, 
carryuig deapatchefl to San Francisco, was stopped at Tucho rancho by 
'Chanate' Castro and Joa^ Higuera. He was tied to another prisoner and- 
carried off on horseback; but escaped while the captors were drinking- 
Mont. Arch., MS., viii. 45-9. 

28. Muster-roll of Fauntleroy's dragoons from July 12th to Sept. 17th. 
40 namea. CoX. Pion. Soc, Arch., M^,, 23i>-40. float's commnnication of 
July Sth to Famitleroy, authorizing him to organise the company, 35 strong,, 
from the squadron and volunteers, to protect peaceable inhabitante and keep 
a watch over the enemy. Id., 231. Also Sloat^s proclamation to ' good citi- 
zens of Cal. and others,* inviting them to enroll themselves m the company 
for 3 months at $15 per month. Doc, not dated, but a Spaniah translation 
is dated July 13th. 

29. July 13th, Jive custom-house oMcers meet and resolve that they 
are bound to support the Mexican ceiubo, exhorting all Bubordinates to join 
Caatro^a force. Hartnell declined to do so, though he signed and approved 
the resolution, because of his large family. Guerra was the leading spirit, 
Unb. Doc., MS., 211-13, Pablo de la Guerra, Oue^rra, Doc, MS», iv, 1300-1, 
oMms that he refused to give up the -custom-house flags and boats, com- 
manded hia employ^ to join Caatro, and himself left town iji all haste to 
avoid giving hia parole. 

30. July i4th, Sloat*s general order announcing the raising of the fla;; in 
the north, and congratulating ail who liad participated in the change. Saw- 

r's Doc.f MS., 83. 31- Thomas Cole paid $165 for carrying despatches to 
Jos6 and Yerba Buena- Horses and pistols taken from nim by Castro^s 
men also paid for. Monlereyy Consukne Arch., MS., ii. 16-17. 

32. Jmy 16t3i, Larkin to Montgomery, Keporta arrival of the Congress, 
and says all is quiet. About 100 people have aaked for passports to pa^ in 
and out of town, though they are not required, LarUrCsOff, Corresp., MS., 
i. 107. 
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zens of any other portion of that territory, with all 
the rights and privileges they now enjoy, together 
with the privilege of choosing their own magistrates 
and other officers for the administration of justice 
among themselves; and the same protection will be 
extended to them as to any other state in the Union, 
They will also enjoy a permanent government, under 
which life, property, and the constitutional right and 
lawful security to worship the creator in the way 
most congenial to each one's sense of duty, will be 
secured, which unfortunately the central government 
of Mexico cannot afford them, destroyed as her re- 
sources are by internal factions and corrupt officers, 
who create constant revolutions to promote their own 
interests and oppress the people. Under the flag of 
the United States California will be free froin all 
such troubles and expense; consequently the country 
will rapidly advance and improve, both in agriculture 
and commerce, as, of course, the revenue laws will be 
the same in California as in all other parts of the 
United States, affording them all manufactures and 
produce of the United States free of any duty, and 
all foreign goods at one quarter of the duty they 
now pay. A great increase in the value of real estate 
and the products of California may also be antici- 
pated. With the great interest and kind feelings I 
know the government and people of the United States 
possess toward the citizens of California, the coun- 
try cannot but improve more rapidly than any other 
on the continent of America. Such of the inhabi- 
tants of California^ whether native or foreigners, as 
may not be disposed to accept the high privileges of 
citizenship and to live peaceably under the govern- 
ment of the United States, will be allowed time to 
dispose of their property and to remove out of the 
country, if they choose, without any restriction; or 
remain in it, observing strict neutrality. With full 
confidence in the honor and integrity of the inhabi- 
tants of the country, I invite the judges, alcaldes, 
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and other civil ofEcers to retain their offices, and to 
execute their functions as heretofore, that the public 
tranquillity may not be disturbed; at least, until the 
government of the territory can be more definitely 
arranged. All persons holding titles to real estate^ 
or in quiet possession of lands under a color of rights 
shall have those titles and rights guaranteed to them. 
All churches and the property they contain, in pos- 
session of the clergy of California, shall continue in 
the same rights and possessions they now enjoy. All 
provisions and supplies of every kind furnished by 
the inhabitants for the use of the United States ships 
and soldiers will be paid for at fair rates; and no pri- 
vate property will be taken for pubhc use without 
just compensation at the moment. John D. Sloat, 
commander-in-chief of the United States naval force 
in the Pacific Ocean." 

This proclamation was by no means a model in re- 
spect of literary style, though superior to many of the 
commodore's productions. The preliminary statement 
that American soil had been invaded by Mexico 
might be criticised, even from a standpoint not purely 
Mexican; though Sloat was not responsible for it, and 
such criticism does not belong here. The position as- 
sumed that California was to be permanently a terri- 
tory of the United States was certainly a novel and 
very peculiar one, considering the fact that the United 
States ostensibly fought to resist invasion in Texas; 
but it was more or less in accord with the spirit of 
the instructions that Sloat had received, and entirely 
so with those then on their way to him. In other 
respects, however, the document was most wisely 
framed to accomplish its purpose. Moderate and 
friendly in tone, it touched skilfully upon the people's 
past grievances — neglect by Mexico, high prices of 
imported goods, official corruption, and insecurity of 
life and property; and contained no allusions likely to 
arouse patriotic^ religious, or race prejudices. No 
proclamation involving a change of nationality could 
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have been more favorably received by Californians of 
al] clatises. Many, not before friends to annexation, 
welcomed the change as a relief from prospective 
Bear Flag rule; though nearly ail would have been 
better pleased had the lack of all connection between 
the revolt and the hoisting; of the stars and stripes 
been somewhat more apparent 

The capture of San Francisco by the United States 
naval forces was an event qnite as devoid of Incident 
or romance as the occupation of Monterey just re- 
lated,^* The Portsmouth's launch^ leaving Monterey 
on July Gth with despatches from Sloat to Montgom- 
ery^ had a stormy passage of five days; but other 
despatches, already noticed as sent on the 7th, reached 
their destination sooner. One copy sent by Henry 
Pitta by way of San Jos6 was delivered at 7 p. m. of 
the Sth;"* while the duplicate, which Job Dye took 
by a coast route, arrived at 1 p. itt, of the next day. 
Before dawn on Thursday the 9th, Montgomery de- 
spatched Lieutenant Revere in the ship's boat with a 
flag to be raised at Sonoma; and at 8 A, M., having 
landed with 70 men at Ycrba Bueiia, he hoisted the 
stars and strips "in front of the custom-house, in the 
public square, with a salute of 21 guns from the ship, 
followed by three hearty cheers on shore and on 
board, in which the people, principally foreign resi- 
dents, seemed cordially to join, I then addressed a 
few words to the assembled people/' writes the cap- 

'* Perhaps I should here credit one maai with a laudable ambitioa to make 
tlie prelimjoaiieB at leaat interesting, A soldier's yam— whether invented 
by the aoldicr or by the writer who claimed to take it from his lips I know 
not — published in the N. Y. Comtn&t*<:ial Adi}ertis^^ Juno 14, 1867, and re- 
printed in half a dozen California papers, informs ns that the hero was at Te- 
pie when news came that papers had been signed giving Cal. to the U. S-, 
but that England was also after it. He wafl therefore sent off ou horseback 
with desjpatchcs for Capt. Montgomery at S, F., whom be reached, after 
a series of thrilling adventures, jn^ in time to have the Hag raised and the 
country saved 1 

^> jincey. Cruise, 82, says that Pitts was stopped on the way by the Cali- 
fomians; but this occmred I think on hia return. Laucey'a statement is 
founded on that of Milton Little, Mmderey H&roJd, July 13, 1874; Sta Cruz 
SenUnel, JMly 26, 1874. 
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tain to his superior ofiicer/^ "after -which your excel- 
lent proclamation was read in both languages and 
posted upon the flag-staff/'" Not only was there no op- 
position, but there was not in town a single Mexican 
official frou] whom to demand a surrender. Sub-pre- 
fect Guerrero and Comandantc Sanchez had absented 
themselves; Port-captain Ridley was a prisoner at 
Sutter's Fort; and Receptor Pinto had more than a 
week before gone to join Castro, first disposing of the 
custom-house flag, which in 1870 he presented to the 
California Pioneers, and the archives of his office, 
which now, thanks to Don Pafael, form an interest- 
ing part of my own collection.'^ 

After the ceremony a part of the force landed, in- 
cluding all the marines; and the rest, taking up their 
quarters at the custom-house, remained as a perma- 
nent garrison^ under the command of Lieutenant H. 
B. Watson. In a meeting held at Vice-consul Liedes- 
dorffs house, steps were talten, in accordance with a 
proclamation of Montgomery, to organize a company 
of 'volunteer guards/ to protect the town and per- 
form duties similar to those assumed by Fauntleroy 
at Monterey, Purser Watmough was sent with a 

^'Mont^mery'sreportloSloat of occupation of S. F,, July 6, 1846, U.S. 
Govt Doc, 29th cmg.Hdeeea., H. Es, Doc. 4, p. 649-50. The story also told 
briefly in Sloat'erojiort. Id.f&il. Bryaat, Tutnill, and otherj have given the 
date of the occupation incorrectly aa July 8th. 

^^The old custom-house, or reeeptOTia, stood on what is now Brenhara 
place^ on the west side of the plaza, or Portsmouth Square, near Waflhington 
street 

^^ Pinto iafatma me— and the Bame version appears in the Sta Cruz Senti- 
netj Aug. 18, 1S70', the presentation o£ the flag being recorded in the S. F. 
BaUeUHt July 0, 1870; Suiaun Republican, Aug. 4, 1S70, and other papers — 
that on his departure he committed the trunk containing the flag and docu- 
menta to the care of Lcideadorffas private property. Ila,ther strangely, Mont- 
gomery and Tjeidesdorff failed to examine the contents, which were suhse- 
Quently restored to the owner. The papers were presented to me in 1878 by 
Don Eafael, whose Apuntacione^I have often cited aaa valuable contribution 
to Califomian history, and now — 650 in number, very important aa records 
of the country's commerce, and iacludiog many of great interest on other 
matters — they are preserved in my Library in two large folio volumes, with 
the following title : Documentor para, la IIintoria de CaUforitia. Colrr.cion dfl 
Sr Dim Rafael Pinto, OJtci(d que ftt4 del ejej^fo Mejicano ert Califomia, y Bp- 
ceptor de la Aduana de San ^andsco en Ins '^Ititnofi menea de la dominaciofi 
Mejicana. Regaiada por el *:oJiducto de Tomde Savage d la ^Bancroft Library, * 

ms. 
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letter to intercept Fremont, erroneously supposed to 
be at Santa Clara in pursuit of Castro. Lieutenant 
Misroon witii a small party made a tour to the pre- 
sidio and fort, finding the cannon at the latter place 
just as Fremont had left them on July 1st, spiked, 
and requiring much labor to render them of any ser- 
vice. No other public property was found; and no 
human beings were seen except a few Indians. The 
U. S. flag was displayed over the fort. Two days 
later Misroon visited the mission and secured a col- 
lection of public documents. The residents had at 
first fled on hearing of what had happened at Yerba 
Buena; but now they were returning to their homes 
and becoming reconciled to the change. It was also 
on the 11th that Revere returned from Sonoma, 
bringing news that all was well in the north. Co- 
mandante Sanchez came in on Montgomery's invita- 
tion, and pointed out the spots where two guns were 
buried, the sub-prefect coming in later and giving up 
the papers of his office; and the Juno anchored in 
the bay, causing some ^ warlike preparations on the 
Portsmouth, but showing no disposition to interfere 
in any way. During this period, and until the end 
of the month, there were no incidents worthy of no- 
tice. ^^ There were no arrests, except of half a dozen 
of Montgomery's own men for disorderly conduct. 
Some cannon were transferred from Sonoma and 
mounted on the side of what is now Telegraph Hill, 
to protect the town. Correspondence of the time 
made known at Ycrba Buena much of what was oc- 
curring at Monterey and at other places. It was 
understood that couriers were sometimes stopped by 

« Wm HL Davia, Qlimpm of the Past, MB., 267-8, 340-7, arrived at Yerba 
Buena during thia period, and chats ploasantly, as is his wont, of whatoccmred. 
He and W. D. M. Howard were arrested late one night while crosHing the- 
plaaa, having forgotten the countersign, and were taken to the guard-housej 
but Lieut Wataou administered no more severe penalty thau to foroe them 
to drink a bottle oi champagne with him before going borne- Davis say» 
the guna were got out and all made ready for a fight on board the Portsmouih 
several timoB on the arrival of a vessel, once whQe he was taking breakfast 
with Montgomery, there being great fear of trouble with England. Phelps, 
Mtre and Afty 29^-4, aiso has sojoething to say of the events of tbcsc days- 
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Californiaus on the way to San Jos^; but otlic^rwi>ie 
no rumor came to indicate that all north of Monterov 
was not as completely and quietly Aioerican as waa 
the little village on San Francisco Bay. Not much 
is known of the events narrated, bevond what is con- 
tained in the documentary record which I append.^^ 



annexed to Sloat'a report in £9th Cong. M Sena., H. Ex. Doc. 4, p. 64S-(>8, 
aud in SIst Cong. Ut 8ess., H, Ex. Doc tio. 1, pt ii, p. 10-30. They are as 
fnUows: 1 . July 6th, Sloat to Montgomery, sent by the launch, and already 



noted. 2. July 7th, same to same, * telegraphic, already noted. 3. July 
yth, Montgomery to Sloat, in reply to no. 2, narrating eveots of the occu- 
pation asiu my text, and enclosiDg documents of the day. Advises the bring- 
ing of two IS-pounderfl from Sonoma. Has aapplied Fremont witli stores to 
the amount of $2J99. 4. Montgomery to hia * fellow-citizens,* an addre^ 
after raising the flag. Thinks the new standard will ' this day he substituted 
for the revolutiouary flag I'ccently hoisted at Sonoma.' Commenda Sloat's 
proclamation. Invites citizens willing to join a local militia to call at Leidea- 
dorfFa houao immediately. 5. Montgomery's proclamation, calling upon all 
to enroll themselves into a military company, choosingtheir own officers. In 
case of an attack, all neccasary force will be landed from the Por/amoTii A. An- 
nounces Watson's appointment as military commandant pro tem. 6. Mont- 
gomery to Frdmotit, announcing what haa been done, and requesting hia pres- 
ence at Monterey. 7. Montgomery to Purser James H, Watmongh. He is 
to intercept Fremont at Sta Clara or S. Jos^, and deliver no. Qto him. 8- 
Montgomery to H. B. Watson, making him commander of marines and local 
militia^ Encloses list of militia force. Arranges signals for aid in case of at- 
tack- 9. Lieut J. S. Misroon to Montgomery, Eeport of a visit to the pre- 
sidio and fort with Watmough, LeidesdorfFj and several volunteers. At the 
fort he found S brasa cannon and 7 of iron. Keconunenda some repairs at the 
fort. No cannonat the presidio. 10. July llth, Misroon to Montgomery, 
Eeport of a viait to the Mission with Leidcsdorff and a party of marines. 
11. Lieut Bevere, having returned^ reports the success of his mission to So- 
noma, 12. Lieut Watson's report of the day. All quiet. Patrol vigilant 
and obedient. 13. Lieut Misroon for Montgomery (who is conflned to his 
l>ed] to Sloat. Sends additional documents and details. Reports raising of 
the flag in the north. Arrival of the Juno. Hopes to recover two cannon 
buried at the presidio and mission. Comandante Sanchez hod come in on in- 
vitation ; had no public property to deliver, but knew where some guna were 
buried. A stand of colors and a boat taken from the custom-house. This 
was sent to Monterey by Pitts. Keceived next day. 14, July 13th, Mont- 
gomery to Fallon, about affeirs at S. Joa^. 15. July 15th, Montgomery to 
Sloat. Has received Sloat's of 12th, sent from S. Jos^ by Stokes. Is ^wholly 
at a los3 aa to the whereabouta of Capt. Fremont/ but thinks he may be at 
Monterey. Kotcs arrival of the V<.ui/ialia from S. Diego. Suggests transfer 
of arms from Sonoma, Sends correspondence with Fallon, lb. Jul^ 17th» 
Montgomery to Sloat, in answer to telegraphic despatch of 12th, which was 
delayed 36 bours at S. Jos^. Is fortifying the auchon^e. The entrance to 
the bay can be so foi-tified as to repel the whole navy of Great Britain. 1 7. 
^ame to same, on the prisoners atSutter^a Fort. 18. July ISth, Montgomery 
to Grigaby, on Sonoma alFairs. 19. July 20th, Montgomery to Sloat, for- 
warding correspondeDce with Grigsby. Suggcj^ts a guard on the road to S. 
Josd infested by mischievous men. Haa men under arrest for disorderly 
conduct- Good progress on the new fort. The late aub-prefcct Francisco 
Guerrero came in from his rancho on summons, and gave up the papers of hi^ 
Hist, Cal,, Vol. T. IG 
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At Sonomaj where DothiDg that we know of had 
occurred since Fremont's departure three days before, 
Revere arrived before noon of July i)th, having left 
San Francisco in the Portsmouth\9 boat at two o'clock 
in the morning. Of what followed there is no other 
record than that of Revere himself, as follows: *' Hav- 
ing caused the troops of the garrison and the inhabi- 
tants of the place to be summoned to the public square, 
I then read the proclamation of Commodore Sloat to 
them, and then hoisted the United States flag upon 
the staff in front of the barracks, under a salute from 
the artillery of the garrison. I also caused the proc- 
lamation to be translated into Spanish and posted up 
in the plaza, A notice to the people of California was 
also sent the next day, to be forwarded to the country 
around, requesting the people to assemble at Sonoma 
on Saturday next, the 11th, to hear the news con- 
firmed of the country having been taken possession of 
by the United States. An express, with a copy of 
the proclamation and a United States flag, was also 
sent to the commander of the garrison at Sutter's Fort 
on the Sacramento, with a request to do the same 
there that had been done at Sonoma. The same was 
also done to the principal American citizen^Mr 
Stephen Smith — at Bodega, with a demand for two 
pieces of field artillery. . .1 am happy to report that 
great satisfaction appeared to prevail in the commu- 
nity of Sonoma, of all classes, and among both foreign- 
ers and natives, at Hie country having been taken pos- 
session of by the United States and their flag hoisted ; 
more particularly after the general feeling of insecu- 
rity of life and property caused by the recent events 
of the revolution in this part of California."^ It 
will be remembered that Grigsby and about fifty men 
had been left as a garrison, the main force of the in- 

dep&ttmeut. He waa allowed to depart On parole. Jv.no sailed No Tiaita 
during her etay escept by boarding officers. 

•1 July 11, 1846, Eovero to Montgomery. 09th Cong^ M Sess^, H. JSr. Doc 
4y p. 657. la hia Totrr of Duty ^ Kevere says nothing of this visit, though he 
speaks of his return to Sonoma as commandant a litQe later. 
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surgents having gone to the Sacramento. This fact, 

perhaps, accounts in part for the commonplace, mat- 
ter-of-course way in which the Bear flag gave place 
to the stars and stripes. Bat while under the former 
rdgime^ with Ide in command, such an event might 
have heen attended with more diplomacy, speech- 
making, and general excitement^ there is no reason to 
helieve that there would have been the slightest oppo- 
sition by the revolutionists. Doubtless some of the 
leading spirits would have preferred that the change 
should come a little later, accompanied by negotiations 
which might give themselves personally more prom- 
incncej and many adventurera saw with regret their 
chances for plmider in the near future cut off; but 
there were very slight, if any, manifestations of dis- 
pleasure, and no thoughts of resistance. The natives 
were naturally delighted at the change ; and as is usual 
in such cases, they were disposed to exaggerate the 
chagrin experienced by the hated Osos.^ ♦ 

About the raising of the flag on the Sacramento, 
we know still less than of the like event at Sonoma, 
having no official contemporary record whatever- The 
courier despatched by Revero from Sonoma on the 9th 

^^VaOejo, Hi^, Col., MS., v. 158-01, tells us that the Bears murmured, 
and ev«u "Uireatoued. to raise the old flag u,3 aoou ae Fremont sliould return. 
He quotes a. letter from hia wife, in which she saya: * For two nighta the Ber- 
vauta have not alept in my room; the danger ia paa6» for a captain from Sau- 
zalito, sent by Uapt, Montgomery, who id a letter recommended him highly 
to me^ put the Americaji flag on the sta£f where before waa the Bear; and 
s^nce then there ar^ no robberies that I know of, althotigh sister Rosa (iMrs 
Ijceae) aay^ it is all just the same. In those daya were great iieetas, alt of us 
shouting with pleasure and waviog our handkerchiefs; bntthe Osoe were very 
sad, I heard the wife of Capt. Searssay that her husband said, '*The Amer- 
ican flag had come too soon, and all his work was lost/' I and sister Rosa 
are not afraid any more for your life and that of Salvador and Don Luis* 
(Leeae). On July ISth Cagtn Grigeby wrote to Capt. Montgomery: 'Tlie 
Spaniards appear well satisbcd with the change. The moat of them^ 38, 
have come forward and signed articles of peace. Should they take up arms, 
etc., they forfeit their lives and property. All tliiugs are going on very well 
hero at present. We haTe abont 50 men capable of bearing arms. There 
are some foreigners on thia aide tltat have never taJten any part witli us, I 
wish to know the proper plan to pursue with them^ whether their property 
shall be used for the garrisou or not. There are some poor men here that 
are getting very short of clothing. I wish to know in what way it might be 
procured for them.' SX&t Cong. iKt Seas.^ IT. Ex. Doc. i, pt ii. p. 28. 
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was William Scott.^ He carried a flag and a copy 
of Sloat's proclamation, with orders, or a request, to 
the commandant at Sutter s Fort to hoist the former 
and publish the latter. The courier arrived just be- 
fore iiight on the 10th; and Lieutenant Kern sent 
him on to the American Eiver to the camp of Fre- 
mont, whom Montgomery and Revere had supposed 
to be far away in the south, Fremont writes: "We 
were electrified by the arrival of an express from 
Captain Montgomery, with information that Commo- 
dore Sloat had hoisted the flag of the United States. 
. > , Independence and the flag of the United States 
are synonymous terms to the foreigners here, the 
northern which is the stronger part particularly, and 
accordingly I directed the flag to be hoisted with a 
salute the nest morning- The event produced great 
rejoicing among our people;"^ and, as he might have 
addcdj among the imprisoned Californians in the fort, 
•who were foohsh enough to believe that the change of 
flag would effect their immediate deliverance, as it 
certainly should have done. It does not clearly ap- 
pear whether Fremont went down in person to raise 
the flag at the fort on the morning of July 11th, or 
simply directed Kern to attend to that duty. Sutter, 
who never admits that he was not in command all this 
time, says of the flag: '* Lieutenant Kevere sent me 
one. It was brought by a courier, who arrived in the 
night. At sunrise next morning, I hoisted it over my 
fort and began firing guos. The firing continued un- 
til nearly all the glass in the fort was broken."^ 

" MoTiterq/ Ccdifomian, March 20, 1847; Laiicey's Crukej 102; and many 
Dewapaper accounta. 

** FrtooDt's letter of July 2otb, in NU&t' Reg., Ixii. 191. Gillespie, FH^ 
tJkmi'a Cal. Claim^y 29, aaya, *About sunset an espreaa arrived from below/ 
impliedly at the fort, ^bearing an Ameriean flag to be hoisted at the fort, 
and a proclamation from Sloat, announcing the commencement of hostilities 
with Mexico and the taking of Monterey, The bear flag had been hauled 
down at Sonoma, and the American &tg run up in its place immediately 
upon the arrival of the news. The flag brought oy the express was hoisted 
at Sutter^B fort at Bunrise upon the llth July under a Kduto of 21 guns; 
and the settlers throiighout the country received the news with rejoieinge of 
great joy and gladnt^s.' 

^Sntter's Fers. Remin., MS., 151. The JV^. Helvelia IHary, MS., not^ 
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' In the Santa Clara Valley, Weber and Fallon had 
made an eifort to raise a force among the settlers, with 
the view of cooperating with the Bear Flag insur- 
gents. This region being Castro's headquarters, it 
was necessary to act cautiously; but while an open 
movement against the Californians was impracticable, 
some kind of an organization was effected, and a con- 
siderable force was in readiness to join Ide and Fre- 
mont whenever they should advance from the north. 
Failon, with nineteen men from the region of Santa 
Cruz, was encamped in the hills, awaiting the time for 
action* Weber's efforts were revealed to the Oalifor- 
nianSj and with two companions he was arrested and 
taken to San Juan^^ at or about the same time that 
Castro transferred his force to that place. On July 
yth Pitts arrived from Monterey en route for San 
Francisco, with communications for Weber and Stokes, 
and others for Ide and Fr^raont.^ He may also have 
been the bearer of Sloat's despatch to Castro.*" Next 

day the general withdrew his troops and started for 
San Juan. There are indications that Stokes and his 
friends soon hoisted an American flag; but if so, it was 
lowered and carried away by some foe to the cause.^ 
On the nth, however, Fallon and his party entered 
the town from their mountain camp, and the leader 
notified Montgomery that they were at his command, 

the aniTal of Fremont on the JOth at the fort and the American River; and 
-alaothe departure of aoine ineu for the camp on tlie 11th; but says noth* 
ing of tho flag, and then closes abruptly for several months, 

^See chap, v., this vol. 

*' July 7th» Larkin to Weber and Stokes, enclosing one for Ide. LarUn's 
Of. Corresp., MS., i. 101. A communicatioD for Frtoont was also doubtless 
sent by thia route as well as through Montgomery. Marsh was to be notified, 
larkin suggested that Stokea or Weber ahonld go to Sonoma if i>osaible, 
otherwise Slat Cook or Bellamy shoold be sent. Lancey says that Pitts arrived 
on the 8th, and this may be correct; but as ha left Monterey early ou the 7th 
and reached S. '^. at 7 p. M. on the 8th, it seems most likely, in the absence of 
positive proof to tlie contrary, that he paased the night at S. Jos^. 

^*Jolm Daubenbias, who carried the despatch for Fremont, saya, S. Joj*4 
PioneeTy Aug. 23, 1879, that Caatro was parading his troops m town when he 
started. Lancey, Ci-uise^ 73, says, however, that Daubenbias carried the news 
that Castro had gone to S. Juan with Welwr as prisoner. 

^Fallon, in his letter to Montgomery, mentioned later, says: 'The flag that 
waa put up here was cut down before we came here, but I hope it shall never 
happen again,' 
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and ready to raise the flag. Montgomery replied on 
the 13th with thanks, and instructions to hoist the flag 
if the force should be deemed sufficient to defend it-** 
But though the force increased rapidly to the number 
of about forty, no flag could be found at the pucblo> 
Hearing of this want, Sloat forwarded the required 
bunting on the 13th, and on the 16th it was raised 
over the juzgado by Fallon and his patriotic follow- 
ers.*' On the same day, Alcalde Pacheco having de- 
cHnod to serve under the new regime, James Stokes 
was appointed by Sloat to hold the office tempora- 
rily.^ In a few days Fallon and his men went down 
to San Juan to join Fremont. 

We left Fr^^mont and his Bear Flag battalion en- 
camped on the American River near Sutter^s Fort. 
At Sau Francisco and Sonoma it was believed that 
Fremont was in hot pursuit of Castro, and in that 
belief despatches were sent to intercept him at Santa 
Clara, the general's headquarters. But as a matter 
of fact, before the insurgents had c(impleted their 
preparations for the pursuit, if indeed the captain 
really intended to undertake it, news came that Cas- 
tro had retreated southward, in consequence of Sloat's 
occupation of Monterey. This news, together with 
Sloat's proclamation and his request that Fremont 
should join him without delay, seems to have been 
brought up the valley by Kobert Livermoie, and ar- 
rived on the 11th, the same day that the flag was 

"July 12th, Fallon to Mojatgomcry, and the latter's reply of the 13th. U. 
S. GovtBoCf 20th cong. 2d seas., H. Ex. Doc, 4, p. ^60-1. Fallon aayaCaatro 
started Bouti *laat WcdneadHy' (8th); and he aaks for aomoarnia as a loan, 
which the captain ia willing to fumiah but has no way to send them. Lan- 
cey, CrKisGj 89, citea two other unimportant letters from Montgomery to 
Fallon, dated July 15th, 16th,thoagh the former date must bean error. Win- 
ston Bennett, S. Joai Pionmr^ May 26, June % 1877, elaima to have been 
the one to notify Fallon of Pitts' arrival. He i* inaccurate ia some of hia 
details. 

*^S!oat'a report of July 31st, and bis letter to Montgomery of Julv 12th. 
See also H<M8 Hut. S. JobS, 146-7, 150-3; S. JohS Pioneer, Sept. 15, 1877; 
Sta Clara Co. Hist. AUas, 10; S. Jos4 Fatrht, July 23, 1875. 

*^ July 16tb, Sloat to people of S. Josd. S. JobS, Arch., Looae Pap., M8.> 
33* Tliey are urged to choose their own local authoritiea. 
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raised over Sutter'w Fort.^ It was probably the uext 
day that Fremoat's battalion started down the valley, 
about 160 strong, with one or two field- pieces.^* On 
the Mokelunme Rivorj a.s weareinfonned byBidwell, 
the Sonoma agreement, or enlistment paper, was 
brought out to receive the signatures of all who had 
not yet signed; and the document ir. not known to 
have been seen since.*'' Continuing his niarcli rather 
slowly down the Sacramento and up the San Joaquin, 
Fremont crossed the latter river near what is now 
called Hill's Ferry, and cros5?ing the hills, probably by 
the Pacheco Pass, arrived on July i7th at San Juan, 
which place Castro had abandoned a week before. A 
few hours later^ Fauntleroy arrived with a squad of 
his dragoons from Monterey, having been sent by 
Sloat to reconnoitre the country, hoist the flag at San 
Juan, and recover some cannon said to be buried there. 
The stars and stripes soon floated over the ex-raission 
pueblo, probably with salute and cheers and reading 
of the proclamation as elsewhere. Thus the last place 
in northern California, or at least the last making any 
pretensions to the rank of 't<:)wn,' came, without the 
slightest resistance, under the power of the United 
States.«« 

"Fr^moot^e letter to Beutou, Niks* ^^g-j l^xi. 191. Livermoreia named 
hA the courier in the Mortierey Ctdi/ornian, Maioli 20, 1847. Johu Dauben- 
bias, in 3. Josi Pioneer, Aug. 23, IBTO, saya, accurately I think: 'Dr Stokes 
received the despatch from Pitts, who had brought it from Com. Sloat at 
MoDterey, and he asked me to carry it to Capt. Fremont, who was at Sutter^a 
Fort. I rode to the San Joaquin River, and being unable to awim niy horse 
acroea the river, I returned to Livermore (rancho)» and got Mr Livennore to 
carry the proclamation to Fremont, which he did with the aid of hia Indians. 
I Tomained at TAvcrmore'fl until lAeut Gillespie anived from Fremont's camp, 
and then piloted kim to S. JoB^, where we found tliat Capt. Tom Fallon had 
hoisted the American flag. Wo arrived at S. Joa*^ at midnight, and next 
morning I took Lieut Gillespie to Monterey/ In the same paper of Jan, 20, 
1877, Hany Bee tells how he hiniHelf carried the de&patchea to Fremont at 
SIoat^B request; and ^ddi many details of Fremont's words and actiona, as of 
his own adventnrea. The atory has some foundation in fact. See ii. 714. 

**Gillefipie, in tbe S. K AUa, July a, 1866, mentions 2 guns, the * Sutter/ 
tJiat had been mounted on the fort, and the *FrtSmont/a 16-pouuder iron gun 
mounted upon the running-gear of a Pennsylvajiia wagon, bought from Sutter 
for 4600, The * Sutter' waa a braaa piece of Ruaaiaai origin. It was aiter the 
war returned to Sutter, and by him presented to the Oal. Pioneers. Friimont 
mentioiw but one gun ou hia arrival at Monterey. 

^'- BidjceWs OaL in IS4I-8, MS., T74; WilUfs Thirty Vttjrs m Caf.., 13. 

**0n Fr^rnont*s occupation of S. Juan, see Sloat's report, and report of sec- 
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The current version is that now or a little later 
Tr^mont and Fauntleroy found and took possession 
of a considerable quantity of arms and ammunition 
that had been abandoned by Castro at San Juan, 
Some writers specify nine cannon, 200 muskets, 
twenty kegs of powder, and 60,000 pounds of copper 
cannon-balls.^^ That Castro left most of his cannon 
buried, or even that some of the guns had not been 
dug up or mounted since the time of Micheltorena, 
may well be credited; but that he left at San Juan 
any serviceable muskets or powder, in the absence of 
more positive proof, I must decline to believe. Fal- 
lon with his men soon came in from San Jos^ to join 
the battalion; and leaving a small garrison behind/^ 
to relieve which Fauntleroy was soon sent back with 
some forty men, the dragoons and the battalion of 
Bears marched on Sunday, July 19th, to Monterey, 
where Gillespie had arrived two days earlier, Fre- 
mont^s men, whose appearance is described in print 
by Walpole and Colton, seem to have created a de- 
cided sensation in the town.^ 

I'etary of war^ for a brief statement, Martm, JVcwnritw, MS., 31-2, deflcribea 
the march Blightly. All the authoritiea mention Fauntleroy^s expedition. 
Oorman, SueesOH, MS., 25-6, mentions the curioua circnrastance that while 
Fremont and Irtuntleroy were at S. Juan a mad coyote came in and bit many 
persons. No one died; bub all the doga in town were immediately shot. 

^^ Monterey Californian, March 20, 1847; TtUhiWs I/kl. Vol., lSl-2. 
VaUejo> Hist. Cal, M8., 170-1, and Alvarado, Hist G<d., M8., v. 232-3, 
267, state that all the arms and ammunition had heen removed before Fr^- 
months arrival. 

^^Lancey, Craifte, 103, names Daubenbiss and James W. Marshall, and 
aaya there were 7 or 8 others. 

^ 'During our stay Capt. Fremont and hia party ajrived, preceded by 
another troop of American horse. It was a party of seamen mounted. 
Their efficiency as sailors, they being nearly all English, we will not quea- 
tioo. As cavalry, they would probably have been smgularly destructive to 
each other. Their leader, however, was a line fellow, and one of the best 
riQo-flhota in the States (Fauntleroy?). Fremont's party naturally excited 
enrioeity. Here wore true trappers. Theae men had passed years in the 
wilds, living on their own reiK)urces_ They were a curious aet. A vast 
cloud of duflt appeared first, and thence in loag file emerged this wildest wild 
fmcty. Fremont rode ahead, a spare, active-looking man^ with such an eyel 
He was dressed in a blouse and leggings, and wore a felt hat After him 
■jame five Delaware Indians, who were hia body-guard; they had charge of 
two baggage- horses. The rest, many of them blacker than the Indiana, rode 
two and two, the rifle held by one hand across the pommel of the saddle. 
39 of them are his regular racn, the rest are loafers picked up lately. Hia 
original men are principally backwoodsmen from Tennessee. . .The dress of 
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Naturally an early interview took place between 
Sloat and Fremont; and for obvious reasons it was 
not satisfactory to either. The commodore, whose 
hesitation at Mazatlan and Monterey has already been 
noted, if he had not exactly been induced to act by the 
news of Fremont's operations, had at least been greatly 
<_^omforted thereby. His natural timidity increased 
by ill health, he had again begun to fear that, like 
-Tones in earlier years, he had acted prematurely; and 
he had looked forward with anxiety to the opportunity 
of learning from the captain s own lips the nature of 
the instructions or information under which he had 
begun hostilities* His anxiety in this respect is clearly 
reflected in the letters of himself and Larkin already 
cited; and it had been greatly augmented by Larkin's 
opinion that Fremont and Gillespie had acted on their 
own responsibility. Therefore, when he learned in 
response to his questions that those officers had pro- 

these men waa principally & long looe© coat of deer-skin, tied with thonga 
in front; trouaera of the aamo, of their manufftcture, whioh, when wet 
through they take off, scrape well inaidQ with ft knife, anil pat on sa soon, a.8 
ilry. The saddlea were of various fashions, though these and a large drove 
■of horBeB> and a braaa field-gun, were things they had picked np in Califor- 
nia. The rest of the gang were a rough set; and perhaps their private, pah-' 
lie, and moral characters had better not be too closely examined. They are 
allowed no liquor, . , .and the discipline is very strict. Tbey were marched 
up to an open apace on the hills near the town* under some large firs^ and 
there took up their quarters in messes of six or seven, in the open air. The 
Indians lay beside their leader. One man, a doctor [Semple], six feet h\x 
high, was an odd-looking fellow. May I never come under hia hands! Th** 
party, after settling themselves, strolled into the town, and in less than two 
days, paaaed in drunkenness and debauchery, three or four were missing. 
TUcy were accordingly marched away, , ,One of the gang was very uncivil 
to US, and threw on us the withering imputation of beiuff Britishers. . .On 
inquiry, he was found to be a deserter from the marines. In fact, the most 
violently Yankee were discovered to be English fellows, of high principles, of 
course.* Walpole^s Four Yea^» in the Pacific, ii. 215-16. Colton, Dttk and 
PoTtt 390-1, says: 'Monday, July 20th, Capt. Fremont and hia armed band, 
with Lieut Gillespie of the marine corps, arrived last night from their pur- 
suit of Gen. Oaatro(!)- They are liOO strong, all well mounted, and have 
some 300 extra horses in tlieir train. Thoy defiled, two abreast, throngli the 
principal street of the town. The ground seemed to tremble under their 
heavy tramp. The citizens glanced at them through their grated windows. 
Their rifles, revolving pistols, and long knives glittered over tho dusky 
huckskin which enveloped their sinewy limbs, while their untrimmed locks, 
flowing out from nnder their foraging caps, and their black bearda, with 
white teetl\ glittering through, gave them a wild, aavage aspect. They en- 
camped ill the skirts of the wixjfls nliicli overbing the town.' July 22d, 
Fri^mont and his men visited the Con'jrfa^. 
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ceoded without authority from Washington, if not in 
direct disobedience to instructions, and that they knew 
nothing whatever about the breaking-out of war, he 
was grievously disappointed. Instead of comforting 
assurance, he received matter for increased uneasiness. 
But he seems greatly to liave exaggerated his disap- 
pointment and anger, going so far as to state that he 
had based liis own acts entirely on those of Fremont, 
which, as we know, wa,s by no means true. He did this 
with a view to save his responsibility in post^ible future 
contingencies; the only practical effect was to give 
Pr*5raont material on which plausibly to found a claiin 
to more credit than he deserved for the conquest of 
California,^ 

The interview was not satisfactory to Fremont, on 
the other hand, because Sloat declined to adopt his 
plans for a prosecution of the conquest, or even to 
accept the services of the Bear Flag battahon as a 
part of the United States forces. The fihbuster cap- 

tain felt that, could he get his men <mce regularly 
mustered into the service, he was likely to escape 
from all possibly embarrassing results of his past ir- 
regular conduct. He wished, moreover, to have his 
own wrongs and those of the settlers embodied in 
the avowed motives of the war, thus identifying the 
revolt and the conquest; and he counted on making 
in person a brilliant campaign against Castro. But 
Sloat was not disposed to show the slightest favor to 
his schemes, and even declined to do what he had in- 
tended, and partially promised directly and through 

** Tefltimony of Fremont and Gillespie in 1848, FHmont's Col. Claime, 13, 
,12, It secma that Giileapie, jq his first interview with Sloat before Fremont's 
arriTal, had declined toatat© on what authority they had acted. Many writers, 
whom I need not specify, have repeated the purport of thia testimony. Bald- 
ridge, Days of *46, MS., 29-30, met Fremont as he left the Bhip^ ajid aaw 
by his manner that there waa some trouble. A little later he met Sloat's 
son, who de^ribed the interriew much aa ib was described hy the officer? in 
their teatimony, adding that the commodore waa very violent in his denunci- 
ations of Frdmont^s condact, TuthiM, Hiftl, Col., 182-4, suggeata tJiat Sloat 
waa abojealouB that Gillespie, a naval officer, had been sent past himatMai-a- 
tian to Fremont, a lieutenant of topographical engineers. BentoD, Thirty 
Years, ii. 692, sta-tea that Fr^mont^a conEcBsion left Sloat without orders for 
taking Monterey, since the commencement of war was not known! 
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Larkiii by letter^ that is, to utilize the battalion tV)r 
service similar to that being performed by B^auntle- 
roy's dragoons. He had rained the flag as ordered by 
his superiors, on hearing of national liostilities; and 
he sensibly refused to meddle in the quarrels of Fre- 
mont and Castro, or in the fictitious wrongs of the 
settlers. There was nothing in the letter of his orders, 
even of those en route which he had not received, that 
required him to go beyond the occupation of the ports; 
and now, until by receipt of additional instructions, or 
at least by news that war had been formally declared, 
it should be proved that he had made no mistake, the 
commodore proposed to content himself with what he 
had done in literal obedience to his superiors. Doubt- 
less Larkin sustained Sloat in his determination,*^ 

The misunderstanding between Sloat and Fremont 
was not destined^ however, to have any serious effect 
on subsequent events — such was the result of Commo- 
dore Stocktim^s intervention. Stockton had arrived 
in the CongresSj Captain Dupont, from Honolulu on 
July 15th, and reported for duty to Sloat. He had 
sailed in October from Xorfolk,- and the route was 
round Cape Horn to Valparaiso, Callao, and the Sand- 
wich Islands.*^ The contents of his 'sealed orders* 
have never been made public, and indeed, I find no 
trace of instructions to him of earlier date than No- 
vember 1846. Doubtless he was fully informed re- 
specting the probability of war^ and the poHcy of his 

'^Jul? 17th, Larkiu writes to StocktoB that Cilleapie, who is abont to call 
on him, MCTQS to h&ve imbibed * local views' of affairs. Hopea Stockton will 
cause him to abajidon those viewa, aiiico the writer believea * we should con- 
tinue what has been begun without having our mindfl and vieua prescribed 
by the Pacific Ocean and Eocky Mountains; the world at large and posterity 
will look only for national and extended views for the good of our country in 
common.' Larhinh Qf. C'orresp.f MS,, i. 143. July24th, Larfeiu to Pr^mont, 
saying that as Sloat has decided not to keep up any interior force, all in- 
BtracUoDS, etc, iQ former letters are to be deemed oountennajided to this date. 
Id., i. 144. 

*^CoU<m'R Deck and Port, or incidents of a cruiat in the U. S./ngcUe. Om^ 
nre^s to Cali/orma^ N". Y., 1850, 12mo, 408 p., is a jonmal of the voyage by 
Rey. Walter Col ton, chaplain of the vessel. It isaniatereBtinganddoaervcd. 
ly popular work. Ila continuation under another title more nearly cooceriiB 
California. 
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government in the case of war or peace, being directed 
to join the Pacific squadron and await developments. 
It is noticeable that Stockton's original orders were 
dated October 17, 1845, the date of the instructions 
to Larkin and Gillespie, a fact suggestive of their 
probable contents.*^ Frdmont and Gillespie had an 
interview with Stockton, as well as with Sloat, and 
found him to be a man after their own heart He had 
none of Sloat'a timidity about assuming responsibility. 
He believed that Sloat's orders and information from 
the Kio Grande abundantly justified, not only what he 
had done, but would justify much more. He was in 
favor of accepting the services of the battalion, and of 
prosecuting the conquest to a successful issue by a 
land campaign. Not only this, but he was willing to 
virtually adopt the Bear Flag revolt in all its phases 
as part of the conquest, thus imbibing the 'local views' 
against which Larkin had warned him," 

But what pleased Fremont and Gillespie most of 
all was Stockton's assurance that he would soon be 
in a position to carry his and their plans into execu- 
tion. For at their first interview, on July 15th, Sloat 
had announced his intention to retire at an early date, 
leaving the other commodore in command of the squad- 



•" Stockton *s letter of Oct. 24^ IS45, acknowledging receipt of orders of the 
I7thj and mentiouing the sealed orders, etc. p, ^^ oiA Sixtch of ^ Life oj 
Com, Robert F. Stockton; vjUh an appendix, compridtig his correspondence with 
ihc navy departjTient respectiTig his conquest of CaHfomia; and extracts from 
ih€ d^ence of CoL J. G, Frimont in relaf^on to the same subject; together leith his 
speeches in the senate of the U. 8., and his polUJcal tetters. New York, 1S56, 
Svo, 210, 131 p. Thia work is snfGciently described by ita title. The tonii 
is of courso wamily eulogistic of the hero, who deserved Bomcthing of eulogy. 
So far as CaL is concerned, the documentary part of the workia the most val- 
uable, though but few documents are given which are not elsewhere extant; 
and the editor for the mxwt part simply echoes the views of Stockton himself, 
as expressed in his various reports. Colton, Deck and Port ^ 379, says: * Mex- 
ican papers were received there [at Honolulu] the day before our departure, 
stating that hostilities bad commenced between that country ajid the U. S. 
on the Texan line. We doubted the correctness o£ the information, but put 
to sea at once, that we might be off Monterey in season for any service which 
the possible exigency might require. * Xhe correspondence of the time shows 
clearly that Stockton was expected with the Congress to join the aqnadron by 
Sloat, Larkin, and Montgomery long before his arrival even at Honolulu. 

" Stockton's ideas on the subject are clearly expressed in his various re- 
ports, and reflected in his acts, aa we shall soo presently. 
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ron/^ Sloat perhaps intended at first to await the ar- 
rival of an order for relief from Washington, such an 
order- — ^in reply to his request of May, and "for other 
reasons "—being then on the way, coupled with a rep- 
rimand, of which he knew nothing; but if so» his dis- 
agreement with Stockton respecting the policy to be 
pursued in California^ and the latter's willingness to 
assume the responsibility of cooperating with Fre- 
mont, as well as his own failing health, soon deter- 
mined him to hasten his departure. Accordingly, on 
July 23dt as a preliminary step, he made Stockton com- 
mander-in-chief of all forces and operations on land. 
Having already an understanding with Fremont, the 
new commander on the same day perfected an arrange- 
ment by M'hich the 160 ^ex-osos* were received as a 
battalion of volunteers, Fremont being made major 
and Gillespie captahi, to serve under Stockton as long 
as their services might be required. Other officers re- 
mained presumably as on the departure from Sonoma; 
at least, there is no information extant respecting the 
reorganization of the battalion until a later period and 
for another campaign,** 

Captain Dupont was now transferred to the Cyane, 
Captain Mervine to the Savannah^ and Lieutenant 
Livingstone took command of the Congress. On 
Sunday, July 26th, or perhaps next day/' the Cycme 

*^StocH<m's Iteport<^Oper<UionB on iheCoaetof the Pacific, Feb. 18, 1848- 
Thia dotaiied report etiid defeiice, which I shall have frequent occasion to cite, 
is found in Slst Cong. Xst Sess., II. Ux. Boc. I, pt ii,, P- 33-50; and also in 
Stockton's Life, append A, p. 17-30; Bigelow's Mem. FWrnont, 164-, etc, 

*^Stockton'8 Report; Stocktou's letter of Aug. 28th to Sec, Bancroft, in 
CuUs' Cong.j 119. Fremont, in his letter of July 25th to Benton, sent home 
by Sloat, eays: 'I rcceiTcd thia moroing from Com. Stockton a commiaaion of 
major iu tho U. S. army, retaining commajid of my battalion, to which a force 
of 80 marines will be attached. We are under ordera to embark to-morrow 
morning on the Cyane, and diaemhark at S. Diego,' Niles' Reg., IxxL 191. 
Hensley, Fremont^a Col. Claims^ 3(>-7, aaya the men refused to serve at $1 1 
per moutli, and no rate was specified until Auguat. July 24th, Larkin to 
^tockton^ advising him that Sr force of nien accustomed to rifle and saddle 
will be nocosaary, iu addition to sailors and marines. Recoimnenda also that 
he proceed to S. Pedro to act there as the position of Pico and Castro may 
demand. Larktn'g Off. Corresp., MS., i_ 110. 

" The order was to sail on the 26th, and Sloat In his report gives that aa 
the date of departure; but Colton in Lis journal, 2'hree Years in Cal^, 10, 
statoa that it was on Monday, July 27th, The otlior dates are clearly stated 
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sailetl for Saii Diego witL the battalion on board. 
On Wednesday the y9th Sloat transferred his broad 
pennant to the Levant and sailed for home;*^ while 
Stockton as.sunjed command of the squadron; Issued 
a proclamation, which, with the acts accompanying its 
enforcement, I shall notice in the next chapter; and 
on Saturday, August 1st, sailed in the Congress for 
San Pedro, having before his departure appointed 
Walter Colton as alcalde in place of Price and Gil- 
christ, and also sent Revere and Pauntloroy to com- 
mand the garrisons of Sonoma and San Juan respect- 
ively. The Portsmouth was left at San Francisco, 
and the Savannah at Monterey, the Erie being at 
the Hawaiian Islands, and the Warren not having 
yet arrived from Mazatlan, 

in the original reports and by Colton; bat have been confused by several 
writers, wno seem to have followed the Monttre^ Californian, Aug. 15. 1846. 

^ On tbe voya^ he ■wrote ^lia report of Jnly 31st, which haa been so often 
cited in preceding pages, Shafs DespcUchfs on Cortqae^.o/ CaL, withacconi 
panying dooumenta, in U. S. QoU Doc, 29th cong. 2d aesfi., H. Ex. Doc. 4, p. 
640 et Heq.; aj)d 30th cong. 1st Beaa., H. Hi. Doc, 1, pt ii., p. 2--flO. Mont- 
gomery, on Joly 25th, one of the doeum«nta dt«d, wrote to Sioat h very kind 
and nattering letter of congratulation and good wishes. Sloat reached 
Washington early in November. 

John Drake Sloat was a native of New York, bora in 1780. He joined 
the naw in 1800; became sailing-master and lieutenant in 1812; commanded 
the U. S. schooner Orampua in 1324-5, cruiaing for pirates in die West In- 
dies squadron; served two years in the 8t Louis of the Pacifio squadron; was 
niade commander in 1826; and subsequently oomraanded at the recruiting 
station in New York City and the Portamouth navy-yard, becoming post- 
captain in 1B37. In J845 Capt. 8Ioat was appointed to succeed Com. Dalks 
in command of the Pacific squadron. After nis return from Cal- he was in 
command of the Norfolk navy- yard in 1848-50; revisited California as pres- 
ident of a dryciock commission in 1852; was placed on the retired list in 
1856; promoted to be commodore when that rank was created in 1862, and 
to bo rear-admiral in 1866. He held several other official positions, and died 
at his home on Staten Island on Nov. 28, 1S67- He was senior honorary 
member of the Society of Galifoniia Pioneers; and it ia chiefly frpm the reso- 
lutions pTiblished at bia death that I take the preceding notea of hia life. 
Col, Pioneer Arch., MS., 53-tK); alao in many newspapers. 
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Stockton's Proclamation— A PBONtr^cUMrBNTO FiLiBtrsTEBO— Castb*) 
Retreats Southward — Pico's Piwkjlamattoh — Action of the Assew- 
BLY — Vain Efforts of Governor and Genbral for Defence — No 
EBTHnaiAaM or Resources — Castro at the Mesa — Fremont at San 
Diego— Stockton at Saw Pbdeo— The Commodore Rbfuses to !Ke- 

GOTIATB FOR FeAR HTS TbRMS MAY BE AcCEPT£D^Hl3 ^VEAK Ex- 

ccraES — Larkin's Eff<>rt3 — Castro and Pico Resolve to Quit Caci- 
FOBNLi — Flight and Farewell Addresses — Pico's Land Grants- 
Stockton ESTEKS AKGELE,^— SPBMigSION OP THE PEOPLE— FBOCLAHA- 

TiOHs AND ORDEHa— News ^-rom Washington — Election Orderbi>^— 
Plans for a Civil Government— Garrisons at the Southehn 
Towns— Stockton and V^t^OKr RaruRN to the North. 

The proclamation, or address, issued by Commo- 
dore Robert F. Stockton on July 29th, the date of 
his aesumiag the command and of his predecessors 
departure, is given entire in the accompanying note,^ 

1 Address to the people of Calif omia, *The Mexican govemment and their 
military leaders have, without cause^ for a year pai^t been threatening the U. 
S. with hoatilitiea. They have recently, in pursuance of theso threats, com- 
menced hostihtiei3 by attacking, with 7,000 men, a sntall detachment of 2,000 
U. S. troops, by whom they were signally defeated and routed. Geu. Caatro, 
the commander-in-chief of the military forces of Cal. , liaa violated fevery prin- 
ciple of international law and national hospitality^ by hunting and pursuing, 
with several hundred aoldiersj and with wicked intent, Capt. Fremont of the 
U. S. army, who came here to refresh Ills men, about forty in nnmber, after 
a perilous journey acrass the mountains, on a scientific survey. For these re- 
peated hostilities and outrages, military possession was ordered to be taken 
of Monterey and S. F. until redress could be obtained from tJie govt of Mex- 
ico. No let or hindrance was given or intended to be j^iven to the civil au- 
tliority of the territory, or to the exorcise of its accustomed functions. The 
officers were invited to remain, and promised protection in the performance 
of their duties as magistrates. Thoy refused to do so, and departed, leaving 
the people in a state of anarchy and confusion. On assuming the command 
, . .1 find myself in posseasion of the [>orts of Monterey and S. F., with daily 

{255 J 
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The reader will find it a raost extraordinary document; 
and the more closely it is studied, the less commenda- 
ble it will appear Stockton's polioy of completing 

the military occupation of California by taking posses- 

reporta from tlie interior of scenes of rapine^ blood, and murder. Three inof- 
fensive American residenta of the country have, witliin a> few daya, been mur- 
dered in tho moat brutal maimer; aud there are no Califomian ofEcers who- 
will arrest and bring the mnrdererH to juatice, althoagh ifc ia well known who 
they are aijd where they are. I mant therefore, and will aa soon as I can, 
adopt such measurea aa may aeem beat calculated to bring these criminals to 

i'ustice, and to bestow peace and good order on the country. In thefirat place, 
lowever, I am constrained by every prineiple o£ national honor, aa well as a 
duo regard ior the safety and best iatereatB of the people of Cal. , to put an 
end at once and by force to the lawless dcpcedationa daily committed by Gen. 
Castro's men upon the peraona and property of peaceful and unoffending in- 
iiabitanta. I cannot, therefore, confine my operations to the quiet and undia- 
turbed possession of the defenceless port^ of Monterey aad San Francisco, 
whilst tho people olsowlicre are suffering from lawlesa violence; but will im- 
mediately march against these boasting and abusive chiefs, who have not only 
violated every principle of national hospitality and good faith toward Capt. 
Fremont and hia surveying party, but who, unleaa driven out, will, with the 
aid of the boatile Indians, keep this l^eantiful couutry in a constant state of 
revolution and blood, as well as against all othera who may be found in arms, 
or aiding or abetting Gen, Castro, Tbe present general of tho forces of Cal, 
is a usurper; has been guilty of ^eat offences; has impoverished and drained 
the oountry of almost its last doUar; and haa deserted his post liow when most 
needed. Hehaaddadedanddeceived theinhabitantaof Cal,,and they wish 
hia expulaion from the countiy. He came into power by rebellion and force, 
and by forco he mnat be eipcUcd. Mexico appears to have been compelled 
froni time to time to abandon CaL to the mercies of any wicked man who could 
muster 100 men in arms. The distances from tho capital aj^ so great that she 
cannot^ evenin timesof great distress^ send timely aid to tho inhabitants; ai)d 
the lawless dopredationa upon their persons and property go invariably unpun- 
ished- She cannot or will not punish or control the chieftains wlio^ one after 
tho other, have defied her power, and kept Cal. in a constant ecoue of revolt 
and misery. Tho inhabitants are tired and disgusted with this constant suc- 
cession of military usurpers, and this insecurity of life and property. They 
invoke my protection. Therefore upon them I wOl not make war. I require, 
however, all officers, civil and military, and all other persons to remain quiet 
at their respective homes and stations, and to obey the orders they may re- 
ceive from me or by my authority; and if they do no injury or violence to- 
my authority, none will oe done to them. 

' Bub notice is hereby gi%'en, that i.f any of the inhabitants of the country 
either abandon their dwellings, or do any injury to the arms of the U. S., or 
to ujay person within this territory, they will be treated as enemies, andaufier 
accordingly. No person whatever ia to be troubled in consequence of any j^rt 
he may ncrcto fore have taken in the politics of the country, or for having 
been a aubjeet of Gen. CaatiTk, And all persons who may have belonged t5 
the govt of Mexico, but who from this day acknowledge tho authority of the 
existing laws, are to bo treated in the same manner aa other citizens of the U. 
S,, provided they are obedient to the law and to the orders they shall receive 
from me or by my authority. The -commander-in- chief does not desire to 
posses himself of one foot of Cal. for any other reason thanas the only moans 
to save from destmotion the lives and property of the foreign residents, and 
citizens of the territory who have invoked Jiia protection. As soon, therefore, 
as the officers of the civil law return to their proper duties, under a regularly- 
organized govt, and give seenrity for lifCj liberty, and property alike lo all. 
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Bion of the southeri\ towns, as compared with Sloat's 
policy, in the last days, of holding Monterey and San 
Francisco, and awaiting new orders and information^ 
was probably a wise one. Though some thought dif- 
ferently, there is reason to doubt that progress could 
have been made toward voluntary submission by inac- 
tion at this stage of atfairs. Instructions from Wash- 
ington in letter required an occupation of the ports 
only; but in spirit — and still more so the orders then 
on route — they involved the raising of the flag at inte- 
rior towns, if it could be done with safety. I think 
there can be no doubt that Stockton was fully justi- 
fied, not only in taking possession of the southern 
ports, but in extending the occupation to the inland 
towns, and in utilizing the services of Fremont's bat- 
talion for that purpose. That being the case, the only 
proclamation called for by the circumstances was a 
simple announcement of his accession to the command, 
and of his purpose to complete and maintain the mili- 
tary occupation, with a repetition of Sloat's promises 
and appeals for a peaceful submission. 

Nothing of the kind, however, is found in the com- 
modore's address, in which all the motives that had 
actuated Sloat were ignored, and an entirely new 
theory was evolved respecting what had been done and 
what was to be done. The paper was made up of 
falsehood, of irrelevant issues, and of bombastic ranting 
in about equal parts, the tone being offensive and im- 
politic even in those inconsiderable portions which were 
true and legitimate. Sloat wrote to Secretary Ban- 
croft, after reading the proclamation at sea: ''It does 
not contain my reasons for taking possession of^^ or my 

tlitj forces under my eomiDand will be withdrawiiT and the people left to man- 
age their own affairs in theif own way/ 

The document bears no date, and some writers have dated it on the 23d, 
when Stockton took command on land; others oo the 28th, when a copy of it 
waa addressed to Com. Bloat- hut there is uo doubt that the true date should 
be the 29th. Tho proclamation is found iu SUi Cong, lut 8e^s. , II. Ex. Doc. 
1, p, 31-^; also in Stockton's Life, 116-18; Sovl4's Annals, 103-4; Lancf.tf^s 
Ci^ise, 105-0; Cat. Pioneern, Arch., MS., 237-8- Spanish tranelatione, orig- 
inal copies, Vajlejo, Doc., MS,, sii. 231; JanasenSt Doc, MS.» 8-l4. 
HiaT. Cal, Vol. V. 17 
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views or intentions toward that country; consequently 
it does not meet my approbation/' The third para- 
graph, describing Castro's outrageous treatment of 
Fremont, is false from beginning to end; but had it 
been truth, the following statement that it was on ac- 
count of these outrages, and to obtain redress for them, 
that Monterey had been seized, was not only without 
foundation in truth, but was well known to be so by 
Stockton, who may charitably be presumed to have 
been deceived in the first respect. And in all that 
follows there is hardly a hint at the simple truth that 
California was to be held — the people being ui^ed and 
encouraged meanwhile to voluntarily change their al- 
legiance — in military possession until the United 
States and Mexico should determine its fate by treaty 
at the end of the war; but there are constant allu- 
sions to the punishment of criminals, to boastful and 
abusive chiefs, to usurpers, and to oppressed inhabi- 
tants who had invoked his protection. Unlike his 
government at Washington, Stockton did not care to 
make California a territory of the United States^ nor 
did he want a foot of that country for any other rea- 
son than to save the lives and property of citizens; 
his mission was rather to avenge the wrongs of Fre- 
mont and of the people, to bring about reforms In 
local government, to punish the wicked rulers and the 
equally wicked and misguided Californians who should 
hesitate to abandon those rulers and should dare to 
defend their country! Why the wrongs of the poor 
American settlers and the resulting Bear Flag revolt 
were ignored by the compiodore Is a mystery. In the 
fifth and sixth paragraphs wo read of prevalent ''ra- 
pine, blood, and murder/* There is but slight evi- 
dence, beyond the limits of the writer's imagination, 
that there were at this time any unusual disorders; 
but had there been such disorders, it was certainly an 
extraordinary idea of Stockton's to throw the respon- 
sibility upon the local Mexican authorities who had 
declined to throw off at a moment's notice their na- 
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tional allegiance, and accept office under tto invaders 
of their country! Castro was not a usurper in any 
sense that concerned Stockton as an officer of the 
United States, nor was the latter at all concerned in 
the faults of departmental rulers or in Mexican neg- 
lect of California, except that he might legitimately 
refer to them as a means of encouraging the people 
to submit with good grace to the inevitable. The proc- 
lamation was in all its phases offensive, impolitic^ un- 
called for, inaccurate, and most undignified.^ 

We have not far to go in search of the motives which 
prompted Stockton to publish an address so unworthy 
of him. It should have borne the signatures of Fre- 
mont and Gillespie, who managed to gain for the time 
being complete control over the commodore, and who 
dictated the proclamation with the sole view to ad- 
vance their own interests. They were shrewd and 
lucky adventurers. Stockton was the more ready to 
adopt their views, because by so doing he magnified 
the difficulties before him, and his glory in the event 
of success; because the address would make a good 
impression in the States, where little was likely to be 
known about the facts; and because it seemed prudent, 
in view of the opinions entertained by Sloat and Lar- 
kiu, to lay the foundations for a defence of himself 
and his government, in case the news of war should 
prove unfounded. In his later formal report to the 
;overnment, which I quote at some length below, 
Stockton explained the considerations which ''seemed 
to make prompt and decisive action an imperative 
duty" — considerations which, though involving exag- 
gerations of difficulties encountered, in the aggregate 
were amply sufficient to justify his action; butwhich 

'Tuthillj Hist. Cal., 186-7, wittily says that Stockton'a proclamation had 
a ^Mexican flavor,' but was carried out, *a veryun-Mexicanprocedure.' Tho 
Califomians generally condemn and ridicule the addresa, Uiough Stockton 
himself latei- became very popular with them. The commodore was never 
ccuaured for hia abaurd utterances, nor does it clearly appear that be ever 
admitted their folly. 
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by no means justified the tone of his proniinciamiento 
filibustero of July 29th.* 

^ Stockton* s Report, 31-5. Heaaya: *The result of my inquiriea and investi- 
gatioDS ahowed me that the position I was about to occupy was an impor- 
tant and critical one. The ioteliigence of the commciLcemeiLb of hoatilities 
between the two nations, although it Lad passed through Mexico, had reached 
Com. Sloat in advance of the Mexican au^orities.' See Bandim^ Doc, MS-, 
80, for proof that before July 3d Covarrubiaa had bron^htneweof hostilities 
on the Bio Grande. *When he made his first hostile demonstrations, there- 
fore, the enemy, ignorant of the exiatence of the war, had regarded his acts 
H3 £ui unwarrantable exercise of power by the U. S.. and the most liTely in- 
dignation and bitter resentment pervaded theconntiy/ Noaiich general bit- 
terness existed; what feeling dia exist was due to the acts of the insurgents, 
not those of Sloat; and if all bad been as Stockton states, how admirably 
well calculated was the atldress to assuage the popular indication and ex- 
plain the true motives of tlie U, S. ! ^The public mnctionatiea of the terri- 
tory were not alow in availing themselves of this feeling, and endeavored to 
stimulate it to the highest poseibledegree. A proclamation was put forth, de- 
nouncing in the moat unmeasured terms all foreigners, but it was unquestion- 
ably aimed principally at the citi^ne of the U. S. and such others as sym- 
pathized with them. ' He must refer not to Pico's proclamation of July IGth, 
which was not at all violent in tone; but to the earlier one, not called out by 
Sloat's acts, but by those of the Bear Flag insurgents ! 'Two or three were 
in fact murdered, and all were led to apprehend extermination from the san- 
guinary feeling of resentment which was everywhere breathed. The local 
fcgialatnre was in session. Gov. Pio Pico had assembled a force of about 
700 or 1,000 (!) men, supplied with seven pieces of artillery, breathing \'en- 
geancQ against the perpetrators of the insult and injury which they supposed 
had been inflicted. These hostile demonstrations were daily increasing, and 
by the time that the command devolved on me. . .the situation had assumed 
a critical and alarming appearance. Every citizen and friend of the U. S. 
throughout the territory was in imminent jeopardy; he could count upon no 
security for either property or life. It was well known that numerous emi- 
grants from the U. S. were on their way to Upper California. These march- 
ing in small and detached parties, encumbered with their wives and chil- 
dren and baggage, uninformed of tbe war and consequently unprc^iared for 
attack, wonld have been exposed to certain destruction' — a mode of theo- 
rizing likely to be very forcible in the States, but pure 'clap-trap' all the 
same. 'It was also ascertained that in anticipation of the eventual conquest 
of the country by the U. S,, many of thoseintheactual possession of author- 
ity were preparing for this change by disposing of the public property, so 
tljat it might be found in private hands when the Americans should acquire 
possession, believintf that private rights would be protected and individual 

iiroperty secure. Negotiations were in actual progress thus to acquire 3,000 
eogues of land, and to dispose of all the most valuable portions of the terri- 
tory appertaining to the missions at nominal prices, so that the conquerors 
shoulu nnd the entire country appropriated to individnals, and in hands which 
could effectually prevent sales to American citizens, nnd thus check the tide 
of immigration, while little or no benefit would result to the nation from the 
acquisition of this valuable territory/ More of this later. There was cer- 
tainly enough of truth in it to :nake tbe seizure of the capital at an early date 
desirable. *A11 these considerations, together with otnera of inferior mo- 
ment, seemed to make prompt and decisive action an imperative duty- To 
retain possession merely of a few sea-pcrts, while cut off from all intercourse 
with tbe inteiior, exposed to constant attack by the concentrated forces of an 
eicasperated enemy, appeared wholly useless. Yet to abandon ground which 
we mid occupied, to withdraw our forces from these points, to yield places 
where our flajg had been floating in triumph, was an alternative not to be thought 
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Castros movements in the first half of July, few 
details being known, have already been described, as 
have those of Pico in the south.* From his northern 
campaign Castro had returned, after Torre^s defeat, 
to Santa Clara, the 30th of June. From this point 
he sent Manuel Castro southward, to effect a recon- 
cihation with Pico, and secure his cooperation in de- 
fensive measures. The general probably remained at 
Santa Clara until he received Sloat's despatch of July 
7th, departing on the evening of that day, and ar- 
riving at San Juan on the 8th. Here he passed one 
night, and on the 9th, after replying to the commo- 
dore's communications, started with his little army 
for the south. ^ Juan B. Alvarado accompanied him, 
though holding no command. The position taken 
by both officers in their communications to Sloat and 
Larkin is worthy of the highest commendation. To 
plot a declaration of independence in the interest of 
the United States had not perhaps been quite a cred- 
itable proceeding for Castro or Larkin, or the gov- 

of . except aa a last reeiourcc. Not only wijuld all the advantages which had 
lieen obtained be thus abandoned, and perhaps never be regamed withaJt 
great expenditure of blood and treasure, but the pride and coafidence of the 
enemy would be increased to a dangerous extent by such indicationa of our 
weaoiCHH and inability to maintain what we had wou.^ 

*See chap. vi. of tnia vol. 

*There are no means of proving definitely the date on which Castro left 
Sta Clara. John Daubenbisg, in a coramunicatiyn already cited, aaya Castro 
waa at S. Jos^ when he started with despatches for Fremont, which must 
have been on the evening of the 7tb or morning of the 8th- Several Call- ' 
fomiana mention the fact that they encamped one night between Sta CJara 
and S. Juan, and spent one night at S. Joan. Larkin wrote on the lOth 
tliat Castro had arrived at 8. Juan on the Sth, had that same day received 
Sloat'fl deepatcb, and had started on the 9th. Larklii'tt Off. Gorr&sp., MS., ii, 
73. Castro in his letter to Sloat, dated S. Juan July 9th, says: *I received 
your note h^st night at Sta Clara, * Sloat^if De^>atcheSj 646. But this may be 
an error, for it would seem that he mnat hnvo got Silva's despatch if not 
SLoat'a on the 7th. 'Larkiu, Doc^, MS,, iv. 201, writing to Stearus on the 
8th» saya tliat Ajvarado went to S. Juan a week ago and Castro ^vent * yes- 
terday, before he heanl from the commodore.' lu another of same date. 
Off. Corresp., MS., i. 100-1, he saya Castro will probably be at S. Juan to- 
night. Sloat, in a letter of the Oth» Fr&iiiont''s Col. Claiyns, 73, saysr 'I 
liava this moment learned by an Englishman, just arrived from Gen. Castro 
at the Pueblo (S. Jos6)^ that Castro waa probably at St Johns last evening, . . 
The Englishman aays that when the general read my proclamation to hia 
troopa he espresaed his approbation ot it,' Padre Real, writing from Sta 
Clara on the 12th, says that his compadre Castro left S. Juan 4 days ago. 
Vadejo, Doc, MS., sxsiv. 221. 
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ernment at Washingtou; but for the cotnmandiu^i^ 
general to have betrayed his national allegiance in 
time of war by complying with Sloat's demands 
would have been in the highest degree dishonorable 
— even had Don Jos^ had the slightest wish to so 
comply after the acts of the insurgents. The force 
that Castro led to the south wa^ possibly 150 men, 
but probably not over 100, He had about 160 in 
his San Pablo campaign, including Torre's men; and 
perhaps increased the number at Santa Clara to over 
200j though twice that number were talked about. 
Many of the militia served, however, against their 
will, and left their leader when he started for the 
south, some bccau^o they were unwilling to leave 
their families, and others because they deemed all de- 
fensive measures useless, or even favored the success 
of the Americans.* 

On July 11th Castro was at Los Ojitos, near San 
Antonio; and from this point he sent a communica- 
tion to Pico, announcing Sloat'a invasion. There was 
yet time, he wrote, to save the country; and he was 
on the march to join his forces to those of the gov- 
ernor for that purpose, Pico received the news at 
San Luis Obispo the same day, and at once sent or- 
ders to Los Angeles, countermanding previous orders 
to send troops northward to reenforce his army, and 
directing that every effort be made to protect the cap- 
ital.^ Both chiefs advancing met at Santa Margarita, 
perhaps on the same day, but more probably on the 
12th, to reconcile their past differences, as elsewhere 
recorded. Then they proceeded toward the capital, 
but not together, as it is stated, there being still much 
jealousy and distrust between the northern and south- 

*ln the letbera to be cited in the nest note Castro etates hia force to bo 
160, but under the circumstances he waa Bnre to overstate it; and Fico aays 
the number waa 200, his raotivea for exaggeration being stronger stUl, 

'Jnly 11th, C. to P., P. from S, Luia to comandante of Angelee, and 
Sec. Moreno to snb-prefect. Dept. Si. Pap., MS., iii. 73-4, 34. P. to Ban- 
dini on July 16thj speaking of his meeting Castro aad hia SOO-men, Bandini, 
Doc, MS., 89. 
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orn officers and men, Nothing is known in detail of 
the march of either division.^ 

Back at Santa Bilrbara, on his way to the capital. 
Governor Pico issued, on July 16th, the proclama- 
tion deemed necessary in such cases.^ It was an ap- 
peal to the people to defend their country against 
foreign invaders, with no peculiar features that re- 
quire notice. At the same time Don Pio convoked 
the assembly, and going in person some days later 
to Los Angeles, brought the subject of the invasion 
before the assembled legislators on July 24th, when 
he and others made patriotic speeches. The decision 
in this emergency was, as might have been expected, 
that the people must be called upon to do their duty, 
and that a reglamento must be formed for the organi- 

^Moreno, Vida MUUar, MS., 9-11, states tliat a definita i^eemeot was 
made that the two armies should march, and encamp 24 hoars apa,rt. The 
reconciliation and the subsequent inarch to Angeles are mentioned in the fol- 
lowing narratives, none of which present any details that seem worth repro- 
dncingi Oom&^^ Lo Que Sabe, MS.. 2S4-300; Bemah Man.., MS,^ 4-11; Ga- 
lindo, Apujites, MS., 57-8; Amador, Mem., MS., 188-9, 109-70; Pinto, Apunt., 
101-2; Pico, Hist. CcU., MS,, U6-^0? Oslo, IlisL Cal, MS., 477-Si Bmh^a, 
Notas, MS., 23-5; Torre, Ri^in., MS., 152-3; Lugo, Fi^fa, MS., 30-1; Ord, 
Of^rraidaSf MS., 137-8; J^tlioCisart Cosa», MS., 7; Amaz^ Recuerdos, MS., 
83-6^ Coronet, CosasdeCaL, US., 72-3; Fkoj Acont.,US.,Gi-5. 

•Official copy certified by Steams at Angeles on July 19th, in Corond, 
Doc.f MS., 143. It is aa follows: Tio Pico, constitutional governor of the 
dept of Oal., to its inhabitants, know: that, the country being threatened 
by the sea and land forces of the U, S> of America, which occupy the posts 
of Monterey, Sonoma, S. F.,and others on the northern frontier of this dept, 
where alreftdy wa^es the bajmer of the stars, with threats of occupying the 
other porta and settlements in order to subject them to their laws; and tha 
governor being firmly resolved to make every pcssible eflbrt to repel this the 
moat unjust aggreasion of late centuries, undertaken by a nation which is 
ruled by the most iinhcard'Of ambition, and has formed the project of au- 
thorizing the robbery without disguising it with the slighteBt mark of shame, 
and only consulting the power held over ua because of our political weak- 
ness — in the exercise of my constitutional powers, and by virtue of repeated 
superior orders by which ifind myself authorii^ed, I have determined to de- 
cree for strict observance the following articles: 1. All Mexican citizens, 
native and naturalized, residing in this dept are required by duty to defend 
the country when as now the national independence is in danger. Therefore 
every man without exception, from tbe age of 15 to 60, will present hiroaelf 
armed to the departmental govt to defend the just cause.' 2. Snb-prefecta 
through alcaldes, etc., 'will at ouee causa to be fortned lists of men, ages, etc, , 
in each municipality. 3. But without waiting for the formation of these 
lists, citizens will present themselves at once. 4. Any Mexican refusing or 
excusing himself on any pretext will be treated as a traitor. 5, Those who 
are physically unable to serve in person mnst aid with their property — all to 
be indemnified by the national govt in due time. 6. Sub>prefecta to be held 
responsible for a strict obaervani;e of this decree. 
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zatioD of the militia. Meanwhile Castro and his men 
had arrived, and the two chiefs had their work before 
them. There arc left but slight fragments of contem- 
porary correspoTidence to show what was taking place 
among the Angclinos in those days; but eked out with 
the personal recollections of many men who were actors 
or spectators in these last scenes of Californlan alle- 
giance to Mexico^ they are amply sufficient to indicate 
in a general way if not in detail the existing state of 
affairs.^" 

'"July 16tL, Pico to Bandini, urging him to join the asaembJy, Don 
Jnan in reply pleada ill health as a roaaon for not serviog, though he proteata 
his patriotism aa a true Meiican. Bandini, Doc, MS., 80, 92. July 16th, 
Sub- prefect Steama to the rancheroa. Threatens fines if they do notflytotho 
defence of their country. Dept. SL Pap.^ MS., vii. 94. July I7th, Steams 
to Heceptor Coronel at S. Pcdnj, urging him to take steps to learn the exact 
truth about the reports from Monterey, whether any proofa existed, etc, 
Ooronel, Doc.f MS., 195. July 17tli, Pico oniera sub-prefect to deliver artil- 
lery to Capt. Andrea Pico. D^pi. St. Pap.^ MS., vii, 35, July ISth, ayunt. 
ia called upon by the gov. for aid; refers the matter to the assembly^ but is 
duly patriotic. Los Angeles, Arch.^ MS., v. 326-7. Joly 20th, juez of S. 
Vicente. Indiana very treacherous and hostile; but ia case of need half the 
troopeajid Yceinoa may go to fight for theoonntry. DepL St Pap., Ben. Pr^. 
y Ju2g., MS., ii. 41-^, July 23d, B, D. Wilson to Stearns. Yutes stealing 
horses. Eight Americana have come from Angeles to hia rancho, fearing to re< 
itiain under present circumfltanoea. /rf.,iL4G. Jaly24tb, sesaionoftheasaem- 
bly. Leg. Rec, MS.^ iv. 370-1. July 24th, Wilson to Steams. Must reaign his 
oiSce; people refuse to obey, cither because they are opposed to the govt or 
because they regard liim as one of the enemy. He keeps three armed for- 
eigners to protect hia place from Indiana; Mesicans wiUnot aidhim. Dept, 
St. Pap.r btn. P^f' y JuiCff.r MS., ii- 43-5. Julj^ 24th, Caatro complains of 
the 'infamous holding-back* of property by certain persona, either from fear 
or from having been won over by the foe. £>ept. SL Pap.,M^.y vii. 76. July 
25th, Lugo at S. Bernardino. Compiainsof adventurers drifting aboot, and of 
W^ilson's efforts to maJte tronble. Id-t Ben. Prtf. yJuzg., MS,, ii, 43. July 
27thf Figueroa and Botetlo as an assembly committee propose that — it is a 
sacred duty, etc., and the general must ask the gov, for aid, etc. Dept. St. 
Pap. J MS,, vii. 77. July 2Sth, Pico to alcalde. Everybody must be sent to 
defend the capital. Id., Anff., xi. 17S. July 29th, reglamento militar ia ij 
articles, formed by Olvera and Guerra as a committee. DepL St. Pap., MS., 
vii. 78*80. July 30th, Pico and Castro resolve to send a com. to collect 
arma of private persona^ missions, etc , as far as the frontier of Lower Cal. 
/(/., vii. 36. \ 

For personal reminiscences on this liubject — affairs at Angelea July ICtli- 
Aug. 10th — SCO the references oE note 8, with the pages following those there 
namedj and also Templets PecoU., M3., 9-10; Vallet Lo Pasado, MS., 44-5; 
Arce, Mem., MS., 55-8; San/chez, I^fotan, iIS.» 13-14; Pico, in Hayes' Mis- 
sion Booh, i. 342^ aud Los Angeks Ej^ess^ Feb. i, 1873; Alvarado, Jiist. 
Cal., MS., v, 245-50; Jiiarez, Narrative, MS.; Osio, Hhl. Cal., MS., 478-9; 
Wilson's Obaerv., MS., 61-2; Castro, Servicios, MS.; Botelto, Anales, MS., 
138-9; Los Angdes Hist. 41-5, From all theao-aourcea we get in the ^gre- 
gate much general information, but few details. Botello tells us that itwas 
e^'ident to all in the south from the first tliat Castro did not intend to fight 
the Americana. Jos R. Barton, llayzs' Misn. Booky i. 365, says that he witfi 8 
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All went wrong from the standpoint of Pico and 
Castro; that is, if we suppose them to have been in 
earnest, as to a certain extent th^y probably were 
not; or at least, they had no real expectation of suc- 
cess. There were no signs of popular enthusiasm for 
the cause. Subordinate local authorities issued their 
routine orders in a spirit of apathy. Few inhabitants 
rendered more implicit obedience than they were 
obliged to by fear or pride. Many of influence, na- 
tives as well as foreigners, were secretly in sympathy 
with the invaders; others more or less indifferent took 
the advice of American friends to hold themselves 
aloof as far as possible from actively engaging in a use- 
less struggle. Many, especially of the lower classes, 
were very bitter against the Yankees; but of these 
some realized that their cause was hopeless, and but 
few had any confidence in the good faith or ability of 
the leaders. Personally, Pico and Castro succeeded 
in keeping up at least an appearance of friendly feel- 
ing; but among their subordinates there was constant 
jealousy and quarrelling. The militiamen of the 
south refused to obey any but civic officers, while Cas- 
tro's men of the north regarded themselves as consti- 
tuting the * regular army/ and assumed pretensions 
accordingly. The inhabitants of the city had organ- 
ized themselves during Pico's absence into a kind of 
military body for the defence of the town against 
Castro, but though they did not openly revolt now 
against the authority of the chiefs, it was well under- 
stood that they would not fight against foreigners. 
Kecruita for the regular force came in slowly. From 

or 10 othera named, left Pico's force %v^hcn Castro came and went to B. D. 
Wilaon's rancho, wheie they were persuaded to stay and defend themselvea; 
but they tftter went back, on Pico's assurance that they would not be harmed. 
(See Lugo's commun. of July 25tii» in this note. ) Torre notes that the troops 
were fed on 'the bolL that founded S, Gabriel.' Botli he and Gomez note the 
carelesanesa and mefficieney of Castro's preparations at the Campo de la 
Meaa; and speak of the ecare and confusion on one occasion when Andrea 
Pico arrived with a party. Moreao tella how the Angeles troops refused to 
givo up to Castro certain cannon, even at Pico's command. Coronel speaks 
of a conference lasting all day before the civic troops would consent to obey 
Castro. Pico mentions the same trouble and his own effortis to overcome it. 
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outside districts came patriotic sentiments, with re- 
grets that the Indians were troublesome, and no men 
could be sent Raneheros and others contributed 
horses, arms, and other property with evident reluc- 
tance and in email quantities. The government had 
lost its prestige, resources, and credit. In fact, Pico 
had exhausted all his popularity and power in prepar- 
ing for the northern campaign against Castro, and had 
raised less than a hundred raen> These were all that 
he had now in reality under his command, and more 
than he could properly feed with the public funds at 
his disposal; but double this number had to be sup- 
ported, for Castro had brought another hundred, and 
no funds. All agree that the soldiers had a hard 
time, being in every respect inadequately provided for. 
Each party, abajeiios and arribefios, thought that par- 
tiality was shown to the others; each shifted upon the 
other the responsibility for the country's critical po- 
sition; and naturally each constantly diminished in 
numbers. It has been common for American writers 
— and even Califomians who wish to account for Stock- 
ton's easy success by charging the governor and gen- 
eral with cowardice — to speak of Castro's force as 800 
or 1,000 well armed and equipped men. There was 
no time in the last half of July when he could have 
led out of the city over 200 men to make even the 
pretence of a fight; and before the enemy actually 
came, the number was reduced to 100, 

^ In the early days of August Castro established him- 
self with part of his force at the Campo de la Mesa, a 
short distance out of the city, leaving Manuel Castro 
and Andres Pico in command of the forces left, most 
of which soon joined the general at the Mesa,'^ At 
about the time of this movement came news that Frd- 

" Aug. 4th, Castro to A- PicOt announcing his departure* and patting him 
in (X>nmianil of the auxilia.rieB- The necesaity of completo harmony with D. 
Majiuel antl hia men ia ur^d. Pico, Doc.^ MS., ii. 93, Aug, 3d, Caatro to 
Antonio Coronol, urging him to aasenable hia compauy, etc. Coronsf, Dae, 
MS., 245. 
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mont had landed at San Diego, followed soon by the 
announcement of Stockton's landing at San Pedro, 
Of Fremont's operations at this time, no official report 
or other contemporary account is extant. He had 
sailed with his battalion in the Oyane July 26th from 
Monterey; and had reached San Diego on the 29th, 
taking possession and raising the flag without opposi- 
tion or incident, so far as may be known, ^^^ A week 
was spent in obtaining horses, which were by no means 
plentiful, and on August 8th the baTttalion, about 120 
strong, started northward, leaving a garrison at San 
Diego. Several Californians vaguely relato that on 
hearing of Fremont's arrival Castro despatched a party 
under v illavicencio, with Alvarado as counsellor, to 
meet the riflemen; but they returned without having 
seen the foe. 

Meanwhile Stockton, with 360 marines and seamen 
available for an enterprise on land, had sailed from 
Monterey August laton the Congress, On the way 
down the coast he touched at Santa Barbara, perhaps 
on the 4th or 5th, and raised the stars and stripes 
there, leaving a small garrison. Strangely, I find no' 
definite record of the date, or of any circumstances 
connected with this event, ^^ Stockton arrived at San 
Pedro on the 6th. Here the flag was raised, and the 

"July 29th ia the date usually given, though I can trace it back only to 
Cutte' Oonq., 154-5, in 1847; and (Jiilespic, in ihe Alta, JulyS, 1866, says it 
was on the 30th. Lajicey, Crui^, 110-13, tells us, on authority not given, 
that Andrea Pico was found at S. Diego, and would have heeu put to death 
by the Bettlera bad not Capt, Fitch answered for his honor, etc. As it was, 
Don Andr^ waa allowed to carry the news to Angeles. I deem it very im- 
probabto that anything of the kind occurred. Lauceyalso tells us that the 
Cyane returned immediately to S. Pedro to meet Stockton^ ftrriv'ing on the 
5tJi; and that Fremont started north on Aug. 3d, leaving a carriaou of 40 
men. On Aug. 8th, Captn Dupont, in reply to ft petition of Pedro Carrillo 
and othera to leave a guisrd to protect the citizens, saya he haa no power to 
do so, but that Gillespie will remain with a force until ordera from the com- 
mander come. Carrillo {Pedro) f Doc. f MS., 4. Martin, JVtt?r.,MS., 32-3, eaya 
that Merritt with 13 men was left at S, Diego. Forater, Pioneer Data, MS,, 
30-1, bad just arrived at S. Luis Rey when Fremont cama there, and had 
some trouble with that officer about the misaion property. Bidwell, Cal. 
IS^lSi MS., 176-^0, gives some general recollections of the expedition, which 
he accompanied. 



^Stoddon's Report, 36. Phelps, Fore and Afi, 309, followed by Lancey, 
Cruise, 110, Bays tne garriaon-was-composed of MidjshipmaiL Wm Mitchell aud 
10 men. 
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force wa^ immediately landed, to be drilled and other- 
wise prepared for a march inland.^'^ Nest day two 
■oommissioQers from Castro arrived. They were Pablo 
<le la Guerra and Jost^ M- Flores^ who after asking 
and receiving in writing an assurance that they would 
be well received, visited the camp and presented a 
letter from the general, which with Stockton's ac- 
count of the visit is given in a note.^"^ The latter is 
not quite intelligible in all respects; but the former 
was a simple demand for an explanation of the com- 
modore's purposes, coupled with a clearly implied ex- 
pression of willingness to enter into negotiations, on 
the condition usual in such, cases of a suspension of all 
hostilities pending the conference. The letter was an 

" Here l-ancey gives some inforraation, the source of which has escaped my 
research. He says that tho Oyane was fouod at 3. Pedro, which I queation; 
anil that Lieut James F. SchcDck was sent in the launch with 20 mea to take 
the town. The 5 men of the garriaon escaped, but the officer in command 
staying to ]ight his cigarito waa tuade a priaoucr and Uetaiued on the frigate. 
He also quotes from Capt, Vaty, of the Dgr Quixote, an account of how he 
refused to sell, but allowed Stockton to take by n^ht seoretly, three cannon 
from his vesael, 

" ^Translation in 8tockton*a MU. and Naval Oper., 4, preceded by thenot*j 
of Guerra and Florcs and Stockton's reply, about the reception of the cora- 
mimion. The translation is evidently Blipshod, bnt 1 have not found the 
originaL *The undersigneil, commandant jijcnoral and chief of the division of 
operations in this department, has the honor to direct himself to the com- 
jnander-in-chief of the U, S. naval forces anchored in the road of 8. Pedro, 
asking explanations on the conduct that he proposca to follow- Since know- 
ing that he wishes to enter into confurencea on what is luost convenient to the 
interests of both countriea, the undersigned cannot see with serenity one pre- 
tend, with flattering expressions of peace, and withont the formality that 
war between polished nations permits, to make an invafiion in the terms that, 
your lordship has verified it. Wishing, tlicn [de acuerdo], with the governor, 
to avoid all the disasters that follow a war like that which your lordship pre- 
pares, it has appeared convenient to the undersigned to send to yonr lonlahip 
a commission. . .to know the wishes of your lordship, under the conception 
[with the understanding] that whatever conference may take place, it must 
he on the base tliat all hostile movements must be suspended by both forces, 
since on the contrary, there will not be negotiations.* Yours truly, etc. 
Stockton, Report, 36-7, says : ^ Two persons arrived, representing themselves 
to be commiaioners sent from Gen, Castro, authorised to enter into negotia- 
tions with me, and bearing a letter from the general , . .Before, however, they 
would communicate the extent of their power or the nature of their instruc- 
tions * — it does not appear in the letter that they had any powers or instruc' 
tiouB except to learn Stockton^a wiahea and his willingness for negotiations — 
"■ they made a preliminary demand that the forthor march of the troops must 
be arrested, and that I must not advance beyond, the position which I then 
occupied. Xhia proposition was peremptorily declined, I announced my de- 
termmation to advance; and the commiesioners returned to their camp with- 
out imparting further the object of the proposed negotiations/ 
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indication that Castro was disposed to accede to the 
well known wishes of the United States; the condi- 
tion imposed was in every respect a moderate and 
reasonable one; and there was no good reason why 
Stockton should not welcome such a proposition, if 
he really wished to carry out bbe avowed policy of his 
government. He wished, however, nothing of the 
kind. He did not desire Gastro^s assent to the terms 
which he was obliged in a certain sense to offer, that 
is, a voluntary raising of the American flag by the 
departmental authorities. On the contrary, he wished 
to avoid the embarrassment of continuing those au- 
thorities in power on any basis, preferring, even in 
case the stars and stripes had to be lowered on ac- 
count of the non-existence of war, to leave a clear 
field to the Bear Flag insurgents. Accordingly the 
commodore rejected "the Mexican proffers of negoti- 
ation," by putting his terms in the form of an insult- 
ing threat. ^^ 

In his report of 1848, Stockton gives at som« 
length what he chooses to have regarded as his mo- 
tives. His first point is that as no act of the locAl 
autljorities would have been valid without approval 
of the Mexican government, and as no such ratifica- 
tion could be expected, the Californians would be at 
liberty to break any compact that might be made. 
But the only compact thought of was one that from 
its very nature could not be broken, and one respect- 

^^Aug. 7, 1846, Stockton to Caatroj from San Pedro, ^General; I have 
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and with you deploro 
the war, . .1 do not deaire to do more than my duty calls upon me to do. I 
do not wish to war agamat California or her people; but aa she is a. depart- 
ment of Meiico, I must war against her until aho ceaaes to be a part of the 
Mesican territory. This ia my plain duty.' True enough, but this is not 
tho ground taken in the proclamation of July 29th. 'I cannot, therefore, 
check my operations to negotiate on any other principle' — no other had been 
proposed or hinted at — *than that California will declaroher independence, 
under the protection of the flag of the U. S. If, therefore, you will agree to 
hoist the American flag in Cahromia, I wiU stop my forcea and negotiato the 
treaty. Tour very obedient/ etc. A Spanish translation was printed in the 
Los Angdea Oalifornid MeridioncUy July 18, 1855; in Cor<yitdt i?oc,MS., 174. 
In Doc^ HisL GaL, MS.> iv. IMl, Pablo de la Guerra saya that after a 
diacoflaion of two hours ho refused to accede to Stockton's demand that Ihe 
Californians should raise Ihe U. S. fl^. 
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ing which the approval or disapproval of Mexico was 
not of the slightest consequence. Secondly, he claims 
that recognition of the Californian authorities, by 
negotiating with them, would have involved recogni- 
tion of them in other matters, notably in that of 
granting lands. To question the right of a governor, 
in his capital, under his national flag, and in accord- 
ance with Mexican law, to grant lands, because a for- 
eign power had seized some parts of the department, 
was certainly a remarkable position to assume; but 
still Stockton's point had weight to this extent, that 
it was his duty to destroy Pico's authority as a Mex- 
ican governor as soon as possible by raising the flag 
over Los Angeles. Could the flag be raised volun- 
tarily by Pico, so much the better for the end in 
view. To gain time, therefore, the commodore de- 
clined a conference, for which twenty -four hours 
would have been ample time, and then put off his ad- 
vance from San Pedro four days! In the third place, 
a truce, argues Stockton, would have enabled the 
Californians to exterminate the settlers, attack the 
immigrants, increase and organize their forces, and 
in fact, do all the things that the present movement 
was intended to prevent* Even had the danger of 
such acta been originally less absurd and imagmary, 
it is not quite apparent that a short delay with a 
view to a voluntary submission of the foe could have 
been much more disastrous than a longer delay for 
hostile preparations. Finally, the writer says: ''Our 
march would necessarily have been suspended at the 
outset; the sailors and marines must have reem- 
barked; the California battalion, so prompt and ener- 
getic in volunteering to aid us, must have been aban- 
doned to its own resources, and thus insulated and 
unsupported, must either have dispersed or fallen a 
sacrifice to an exasperated and powerful enemy" — 
thus implying, what there is not the slightest evidence 
to support, that Castro proposed a truce to continue 
until questions in dispute could be referred to Mex- 
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ico. With ali his lack of brilliancy, it is not likely 
^at Don Jose ever conceived so stupid a proposition. 
Had he suggested such a plan at the proposed con- 
ference, it could have been rejected without great ex- 
penditure of time-^' 

It must be evident to the reader, I think, that 
Stockton was bound as a representative of the United 
States, in view of past negotiations and promises of 
his government's confidential agents, to accede to 
Castro's request for a conference. The presumption 
was that the general was disposed to make the re- 
quired concessions; and if fruitless, the conference 
would involve no delay whatever. Stockton feared 
that Castro would yield; hence his refusal. His ex- 
planation was special pleading designed to cover up 
his real motives. Lest it appear, however, to any one 
that the view here presented is exaggerated, I intro- 
duce a hitherto missing link in this historic chain, 
matter which strengthens my criticism at every point, 
exhibits the American commander's conduct in a light 
by no means creditable to his honor, and shows that 
he has suppressed an essential part of the record. It 
has been noticed that Castro alluded to Stocktoii's 
desire for a conference. Larkin came down from 
Monterey on the Congress^ still bent on acquiring 
California without the use of force. Immediatelv, on 
arrival at San Pedro, he addressed long communica- 
tions — the original blotters of which are in my posses- 
sion — to Abel Stearns, his associate confidential agent, 
though also Mexican sub-prefect. This gentleman 
was urged without loss of time to consult with Pico, 
Castro, the assembly, and leading citizens; and to 
place before them in the strongest possible manner 
the importance of at once declaring their independence 
of Mexico and putting California under the American 

"Laneey, Cruise, 111, etetea definitely that Castro proposed a truce, *by 
the terms of wbich each party should tnaititaiii its present posttioD, unmo- 
lested by the othera, until intelligence of a more definite character could be 
obtained from Meiico or the U. S, or until the conclusion of peace' I Other 
writers have evidently fallen into a similar miaunderstauding. 
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flag, Stockton's irresistible force was presented, and 
even exaggerated, to show the folly of resistance, 
Larkin expressed his behef that the conjecture of war 
with Mexico would prove unfounded, in which case 
the flag would probably have to be lowered, and the 
country would be esposed to the hostile movements 
of the Sonoma insurgents, reenforced by 2^000 ex- 
pected immigrants. There was but one way to avoid 
this calamity, to prevent the shedding of blood in a 
useless resistance to Stockton, and to secure future 
happiness and prosperity. The leaders were to be 
assured that the commodore had no desire to wage 
war; but that he was anxious to have them volunta- 
rily organize a new government, retaining their offices, 
and that he would gladly enter into negotiations with 
them. They were to be urged to come for a confer- 
ence, accompanied if possible by Steams and other 
prominent mcn^ without delay, as the force would 
probably advance in twenty-four hours. "Could this 

proposal be acted on in the pueblo at once, war with- 
in the department is at an end. As the subject has 
for months been canvassed in California, it does not 
require long to come to a conclusion /'^^ There can 
be but little doubt, then, that it was in response to 
this invitation, virtually sent by Stockton himself, that 
Castro made overtures for a treaty, insultingly re- 
jected by the commodore, who feared that his terms 
might be accepted. If Castro had had half the men 
accredited to him, half as desperate and hostile as 
they were represented in Stockton's proclamation; 
and had they made an attack as they did later on 
Mervine, in this very region, or on Kearny at San 
Pascual, the disaster might justly have plunged the 
proud leader into life-long disgrace. 

On August 9th Castro, after holding a council of 
war with his officers at the Mesa, resolved to leave 
California, and notified Pico to that affect in writing. 

^^ Aug. 6, 1S46, Larkin to Steams. Blotter copiea of two letters in Lor- 
Hn's Doc, MS., iv. 261, 268. 
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"After having done all in my power," he states, '' to pre- 
pare for the defence of the department, and to oppose 
the invasion of the United States forces by sea and 
land, I am obliged to-day to make known to you with 
regret that it is not possible to accomplish either ob- 
ject, because, notwithstanding your efforts to afford 
me all the aid in your power, I can count on only 100 
men, badly armed, worse supplied, and discontented 
by reason of the misery they suffer; so that I have 
reason to fear that not even these few men will fight 
when the necessity arises." He announced his inten- 
tion to leave the country, for the purpose of reporting 
to the supreme government; invited the governor to 
go with him; and enclosed two documents which he 
had written to *save his responsibility.'^* One of these 
was a farewell address to the people, issued a few days 
later by the general en camino para Sonora. "With 
my heart full of the most cruel grief, I take leave of 
you, I leave the country of my birth, but with the 
hope of returning to destroy the slavery in which I 
leave you; for the day will come when our unfortunate 
fatherland can punish this usurpation, as rapacious as 
unjust, and in the face of the world exact satisfaction 
for its grievances. Friends, I confide in your loyalty 
and patriotism," etc,^ 

The third document was a copy of Castro's reply 
to Stockton's communication of the 7th; and it was 
just such an answer as the commodore had desired 
and expected. If the general had at one time medi- 
tated a dishonorable submission to the enemy with a 
view of retaining his office, he had now abandoned the 
idea His pride and that of his counsellors forbade 
the acceptance of terms offered in a manner so per- 
emptory and humiliating. His reply was an indig- 
nant rejection of the proposal to raise the American 

^* Aug. 9j 1846, Caatro to Pico, writteti a.% the CampQ ea 1* Mesa. Morejio, 
Doc.Mk, 12^13. 

^^Aug. (9tliJ, Castro to the x»eopl& of Cai, Ca^o, Doc,, MS., ii. 134; Doc. 

Hist. Oal., MS., iii. 26-i Poaaibly this is not the address encloaed to Hco 

on tlie 9th, but a, later on«; hut if so, the other is not estajit, 
Htst, CAi^.Vot. V. IS 
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flag; and his indignation was not altogether assumed 
for effect in Mexico, though such was the main pur- 
pose of the letter, and though at the time of writing 
he had resolved to attempt no defence. Stockton 
wTote a reply to this communication, though he after- 
ward denied having done so; but its purport is not 
known.** 

On receipt of Castro's communication and accompa- 
nying documents, Pico submitted them to the assem- 

" Aug. 9, 1846, Caatro to Stockton, vi Olvem, Doc. , MS. , 29-32; tranala- 
tioD in iStocJctim^A Mil. and Naval Oper,, o-G. Id hia report of Sept. 18t]j 
Stockton saya: *I did not answer his last letter but by a verbal meeaage, 
wbich does not properly belong to hiatorj. ' /rf., 2. But I have before me an 
original antc^i^ph Tetter in wbioh Stockton on Au^ast Hth says to I-arkin: 
'Yon ■will proceed with a, flag of truce and deliver the accompanying letter to 
Gen. Castro> which is a reply to one aent by him to me yeaterday. You will 
say nothing more thaji tliat you arc ready to receive any esplanationa he may 
8P0 fit to make of his lettei^. You will be especially careful not to commit 
me in anything for the future, or to aay anything of our movements or Fre- 
mont's.' Larkin's Doc. t MS,, iv. 250. 

Castro's letter to Stockton was as folJowa; ' With unsiteaUable surprise I 
have received your reply to my of&cial note asking esplanatioDa of your pro- 
posed conduct in the invasion which tho naTal.an.d land forces of the U. 8. 
uuderyourcoromitnd have perpetrated in thisdepartmentm my charge. The 
inaidions eontenU of that note, and the humiliating propoaitiona which it in- 
volves, oblige me, for the honor of the national arms committed to me, to re- 
prodnce to you the la^ of my commamcatioua, and to make clear to you to 
what degree I will&acrlGcemyaelf to preserve ataiuleaa the post which I hold. 
Since war exists between the U. S. and Mexico, and as you from duty wage 
it against this department, a ptut of Mexican territory, so I, as a Moxican 
chief of tho forces imder my orders, am resolved to defend iU integrity at all 
hazards, and to repel an aggresaimi like yours, without example in the eivil- 
iaed world, and all the more so when it is considered that there is as yet no 
express dcckration of war between tlie two nations. You say that you can- 
not suspend your operations to negotiate on any basis other thau that Califor- 
nia declare her independence under the protection of the U. S. Never will I 
consent that shecomniit so base an act; but even supposine; she should attempt 
it, she would never carry it out under the degrading couditious that you pro- 
pose. And what would be her liberty with that protection offered her at the 
cannon's mouth? I understand it not; but bo assured that while it exists T 
will take care that this part of the Mexican republic, iu which 1 first saw the 
light, seal not its disgrace aud slavery. Still more, believing doubtless that 
no drop of Mexican blood flows in my veins, and that I know not tlje scope 
of my duties, you offer me tho moat shameful of your propositions, which is 
to hoiat tho Antertcan flag in this department. Never, never, never ! Much 
might I Bay to you on this subject; but I only aak you what would you do if 
tho proposition were vice versa, JPioally, Mr Commodore, I repeat that I will 
spsre no aacriQce to oppose your intentions; and if by miafortune the flag of 
the U. S. waves in CaL, it will not be by my consent, or by that of thelast 
of my compatriots* but solely by force; with the understanding that I protest 
solemnly before the whole world against the means used, or which may be 
used, to separate this department from the Mexican republic, to whose flag 
it desires to belong, making you responaibie for all the evils and misfortnnea 
that may result from a war so unjust as that which h&s been declared against 
this peaceful department. I have tke honor,* etc. 
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bly on August 10th. In a speech he admitted the 
impossibility of a successful defence; said he saw no 
other way to preserve the honor of the government 
than to depart with the general and report to the 
national authorities; and proposed that the assembly 
should dissolve, in order that the enemy might find 
none of the departmental authorities acting. The 
mombors, after oaeh had given expression to the 
proper sentiments of patriotismj voted to approve 
Pico's resolve, and to adjourn sine die»^^ Then Don 
Pio issued his parting address to the people. In this 
document he announced that * between ignominy and 
emigration/ he ehoso the latter. He denounced the 
ambitioua efforts of the United States to secure the 
fairest portions of Mexican territory', and especially 
the shameful promises by which the foe had attempted 
to seduce Californians from their allegiance; and 
warned them to prove to the world that it was their 

desperate situation and want of resources, not their 
consent, that brought them under the usurper's yoke. 
*'My friends, farewell! I take leave of you, I aban- 
don the country of my birth, my family, property, and 
whatever else is most grateful to man, all to save the 
national honor. But I go with the sweet satisfaction 
that you will not second the deceitful views of the 
astute enemy; that your loyalty and finnness will 
prove an inexpugnable barrier to the machinations of 
the invader. In any event, guard your honor^ and 
observe that the eyes of the entire universe are fixed 
upon you'^P^ 

It was on the night of the 10th that Pico and Cas- 
tro left the capital, the latter having disbanded his 
military force. Their departure and parting addresses 
have been ridiculed and denounced as a cowardly 

"Aug. 10, 1846^ record of JLsscmbly proceedings, in Olvera, Doc^, MS., 32- 
0. Some of Pieo*B Mends liavo aaid that he wished to continue the defence, 
but waa not permitted hy the assontbly. 

^PicOt Prociama deDespedida, 10 de Agosto^ 1846^ MS. Original in Pico, 
Doc, MS., ii. 175-6; tranilation in Savi^e, Doc., MS., iii, 69-70; Haim" 
BjXiAg. Notes, 340-1. 
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flight before the enemy, and an al>surd exhibition of 
Mexican bombast- By their selfish incompetence and 
foolish strife in past years, these men had done much 
to reduce California to her present unhappy condition, 
so that she could no longer make even an honorable 
show of resistance to the invader. I have not much 
to say in praise of either as man or ruler. Yet as- 
they had to choose between flight and surrender, and 
as they were Mexican officers, and as it was a firmly 
rooted Mexican idea that flight and patriotic protests 
saved the national honor in such cases, I think their 
final acts deserve some commendation. They chose 
flight attended with some hardship, rather thau the 
continuance of power that had been promised them 
under the American flag, coupled with dishonor In 
the eyes of their countrymen. This shows that they 
still retained a praiseworthy pride. 

And here I must notice briefly one phase of this 
matter, which Is more fully treated in other chapters 
relating to the missions and to the subject of land 
grants. It has been a current statement among writ- 
ers on California that Pico in the last months of his 
rule exerted himself to distribute among his friends 
— and especially among Englishmen, with a view to 
keep them out of the hands of Americans — the larg- 
est possible amount of public lands; that he made 
haste to sell the mission property, for the most part 
to Englishmen also, for whatever prices he could get; 
and that he carried away with him some $20,000 of 
funds resulting from these sales, or which had been 
contributed by the people for the country s defence. 
With respect to the last charge, I hasten to say, that 
beyond the statements of Don Pio's personal enemies, 
and the current rumors growing out of those state- 
ments, I find no evidence that he carried out of the 
country a dollar of the public funds; and it is very 
certain that he could not have obtained any such sum 
as that named- Again, it may be said that the polit- 
ical aspect of Pico's land grants and mission sales, aa 
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part of a scheme to give California to England, is 
almost purely imaginary. Many mon, foreseeing a 
great increase in the value of lands, were anxious in 
these last months to secure grants; and the governor, 
so far as bis quarrels with Castro left him free to 
attend to such matters, was disposed to grant their 
request It was by no means discreditable to him, 
that before his power was gone he was disposed to 
distribute the public lands among his friends, so long 
as he acted legally. As to the sales of the missions, 
they were effected in pursuance of a policy formed in 
earlier years, with the approval of the assembly. 
The price was as large as could be obtained, and I 
find no reason to doubt that the proceeds were patri- 
otically squandered in support of the government, 
and preparations against CaBtro. The only question 
is the legal one of Pico's power to sell the missions 
at all under existing circumstances, a matter that is 
not to be discussed here. So far nothing appears 
against the governor in this respect, taking the vari- 
ous grants as they appear on their face. It would be 
well for his reputation could we atop here; but there 
is no room to doubt that some of the titles were 
written by the governor just before his departure, 
or even after his return, and fraudulently antedated 
Comment is unnecessary. 

Pico and Castro, though they both left Los Angeles 
on August 10th, did not flee together. Castro, ac- 
■companied by his secretaryj Francisco Arce, and a 
small party ^ — others having turned back from San 
Bernardino, and Weber being carried along as a 
prisoner but soon released — took the Colorado River 
route to Sonora, and rea^^hed Altar the 7th of Septem- 
ber. Here he communicated with Governor Cuesta^ 
and sent despatches to Mexico describing the condi- 
tion of affairs in California and urging measures to 
recover the country and avenge her wrongs,^^ Of 

**Arce, Mem.j MS-^ 58-9^ says there were 19 men, Jeaua Pico, Acojii., 
MS., 66-7, names Salomon Pico, Eudecindo Castro* and three Soberaiies, 
^5 Sept. 9, L84G, Castro at Altar to Cuesta, and CuesU's reply of the l^ith, in 
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course no practical attention was paid to the geoerars- 
^suggestions. After some military service in Sinaloa, 
Castro returned to California in 1848, and departed 
again in 1853 to become a Mexican official in Lower 
California. Pico, leaving Los Angeles in the night 
of August lOth^after issuing the proclamation al- 
ready noted, and also notifying the foreign consuls 
that California was to be left without a government — 
spent the night at Yorba's rancho, and went next day 
to San Juan Capistrano, where^ and in the vicinity of 
his rancho of Santa Margarita, he was concealed by 
his brother-in-law, John Forster, for about a month. 
Ho states that he had many narrow escapes from fall- 
ing into the hands of Fremont's men, and of a party 
under Santiago E. Arguello. This is confirmed by 
Forster, and to some extent by others. It is probable 
that the efforts to effect his capture, rather vaguely 
mentioned by many writers, have been considerably 
exaggerated. At any rate, Fremont, at Bandinis 
intercession, assured Don Pio that he should not be 
molested.^* It was hoped perhaps that if he could be 
induced to remain, he might consent to convoke the 

M Sonctvrf^, Sept. 25, 1846. A liat of Cafltro*a companiona was enclosedT but 
unfortunately not printed- Sept. 9th, Caatrotomin. of war. Esplaina the cii'- 
cumstances that forced him to leave tia poat. Awaita orders at Altar, as ha 
has no means of pui^uing his journey. Thinks that with a great eiTort triumph 
would Btill nob do very difficult. The foe haa but 3,000 men, moat of them 
not available except on the coast, in the interior, only the settlers and 400 
or 500 iumterfl were to be feared. Caatro thinks no very krge number of 
immigrants can be expected until next year. CoL Alvarado, Prefect Mamii?! 
Castro, and Capt. Torre^ with citizens, are hidden in the mountains, ready to 
sally forth and defeat the 'infernal intrigues of our oppressors.' Original 
"blotter in C'aatrOy Zfoc, MlS., ii. 136. Oct 15th, reply of min. of war. 
ExpreflHCB sympathy and indignation. The govt with a view of vengeance ia 
espeditiflff the march of Gea, Bustaniante, Id., ii. 144, InJvov. ficndcro, 
diputado from Chihuahua, proposed in congreas & scheme and loan to recover 
New Mexico and CaL, wluch he thought would he easy. Eaatdero^ Mem. 
Chih.y 4^9. In his report of Dec 14, 1846, Min. Lafragua speaks of a neiv 
organization of the Californiaa into two territories; but the appointment 
of gefes politicos had no effect becanse of the invasion. Mexico, Mem^ Eela- 

cioffts, ia47, p. 163. 

*Sept, 15, 1846, Pico from S, Vicente to Bandiui, with thanks for his 
efforts. Mentions a letter from Fremont which he haa answered. Bavdini, 
Doc., MS.. 97. Capt. Phelps> Fare and A/t, 305-6. who was at S. Juan be- 
fore Pico's departure, mentiona Fr^mxint's letter, and says thaC he met Don 
Pio on the way to S. Diego, He then seemed disposed to give himself up, as. 
Fremont had urged. 
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assembly and go tlirough the form of turning over 
the country to the United States. The fugitive gov- 
ernor, however, was joined by his secretary Moreno^^ 
and escaped across the line into Baja California on 
September 7th. With Macedonio Gonzalez he went 
on to Mulegd, where he arrived the 22d of October. 
In November he crossed the gulf to Guaymas^ and 
was subsequently driven to Hcrmosillo when Guay- 
mas was bombarded by the Americans. Over and 
over again he wrote to the national government, urging 
measures for the recovery of California; but no atten- 
tion was paid to his representations; and he could 
obtain neither the payment of his salary, thanks for 
past sacrifices, nor even recognition as still entitled to 
be called governor. He returned to California in the 
middle of 1848.^ 

Meanwhile Stockton at San Pedro was engaged in 
drilling his 360 men, most of them ignorant of the 
simplest military movements on land, and making 
other preparations for an advance, from the 7th to 
the nth. The commodore's biographer, in a very in- 
accurate and bombastic narrative of this campaign, 
which has apparently been the source of most that 
has since been written on the subject/" tells us that 
when Castro's commissioners arrived, the American 
commander, regarding them as spies, resolved to de- 
ceive them as to his strength. He therefore caused 

" There is a tradition that they carried away and buried the government 
archivesj but a largo part of the documenta were retained by Moreno^ and 
their contenfca aow form part of luy collection, aa Moreno^ Documentor para ta 
Hutoria de Califi/mia. Colcctkti^ de D. J096 Matiaa MorenOj sfcretaHo que 
fue del gobierjio, ano de 184^, la coal extste oHginal i^rt la Baja Ccdi/omiOf en 
pos€tiion de la Sra Dofia Prtidendana Lopez. Copias y extractos por Thog 
.Savage, 1878, MS., foL, 13S p. 

'^March 29, 1846, Pico at Hermoaillo to min. of rel. , describing his move- 
ments sinco leaving Cal,, and mentioning- the contents and datea of previous 
reports. Pico, Doc, MS-, i. 31-0; Savage, Doc., MS,, iii. 76-84; Hayes' 
JUmig. Notes, i. 340, 342, See alio Pico, Hist Cal., MS., 161-74; Forster's 
PiOTieer Data, MS., 32-5; Los Angdes Express, Feb. 4, 1873; Mart on, Rtcuer- 
dos, MS., 10-13: WiUon'sOhmrv., MS,, 61-2; Monterey Ctdifomlany AMg. 22, 
1846, 

'^StocUon's lAff, 119-23, followed closely in moat respects by Tuthill, 
Lancey, and others. 
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his men to march in a circle, one part of which was 
concealed, until each had come many times into view. 
He also received Guerra and Flores where his guns 
were, posting himself by the side of a 32-pounder, 
while the others, six-pounders^ were covered with 
skins, so as to make it appear that all were of the 
same large calibre. To what extent the account of 
these manoeuvres is founded on fact, there are no means 
of knowing; but the additional statements that Stock- 
ton, having delivered his message for Castro to the 
embassadors "in the most fierce and offensive man- 
ner, and in a tone of voice significant of the most im- 
placable and hostile determination, waived them from 
his presence imperiously, with the insulting impera- 
tive, *VamoseV that another embassy was treated 
with like insolence, with the successful purpose of in- 
timidating the foe; and that to a third embassy, pom- 
pously informing the commander that "if he marched 
upon the town he would find it the grave of his men/' 
the reply was, ''Have the bells ready to toll at eight 
o clock, as I, shall be there at that time"; — may very 
safely be designated as falsehoods pure and simple,^ 

The march to Los Angeles was begun on August 
nth. Larkiu had been sent ahead with a message 
for Castro, but that same afternoon news came of the 
general's retreat- No enemy was seen, but progress 
was very slow, as the artillery had to be drawn by 
oxen or by the sailors themselves. Two nights were 
spent on the road. Captain Phelps of the Moscow 
arrived at San Pedro the day after Stockton's depart- 
ure and at once started to overtake him. He gives 
an excellent account of the expedition and events 
immediately following, indeed the only one extant, so 
far as details are concerned. Prom him we learn 
that 150 sailors were sent back as soon as Castro^s 
flight was known; that the main force encamped for 
the night at Temple's rancho, was kept under arms 

^** It is fair to say that the last lie was taken by this writer, as it has beeu 
by otliers, from Coff4>iis Three Yearji in Cal-^ 56. 
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for two hours on account of the alarm created by the 
cries of two coyotes; and that Stockton and Larkni 
entered the city, where they were joined by the 
writer, before the arrival of the troops.^ At Castro's 
abandoned camp were found ten pieces of artillery, 
four of them spiked.^ Major Frdmont from San 
Diego met the marine force just outside the town; 
and at about 4 p. m. on the 13th the combined armies 
entered the capital, where the flag of the United 
States was at once raised with the usual ceremonies, 
and, here as elsewhere in California, without the 
slightest demonstrations of opposition or disapproval: 
on the part of the inhabitants.^ 

Some of the Angelinos had fled to their ranches or 
those of their friends as the Americans drew near 
the town; others had withdrawn to the hill to see 
what the strangers would do with the capital. The 
latter returned to their homes before night, attracted 
by assurances that no harm should befall them, and un- 
able to resist the influence of a full brass band. The 
former also returned with few exceptions as the days 
passed by. Fremont and his men made a tour south- 
ward in quest of fugitives; but were not able greatly 
to advance the cause of reconciliation, on account of 

^^ Phelps* Fors and A/t, 297, etc. Of Slocktoa's arn^ on the march he 
aaya; 'First cftme the fall band of muflio^ followed by Capt. Zeilin and his 
raarinee; thea lieut Schonck and the web-fcct; Lieut Tilghman aud a bat- 
tery of four quarter-deck guns moonted on tts many bullock carts; the car- 
Tiagea of the guns were secured by the breechiogs, and ready for inatant ser- 
vice. Each cart waa drawn by four oxen — the baggage animunitiou followed 
in &imOar teams; the purser, doctor, and some other officera—part of them 
mounted on rather sorry horsea, the others on foot,' In Stock&on^s L\fe we 
read: ' The enemy were often in sight, threatening their flankH or advance 
guard, and hovering on the brows of adjacent hiBs'I B. D. Wilaon, Ohser- 
utdionfl, MS., 62-3, claims that he had gone out to meet the Americans; and 
that it was on hiB invitatiou that Stockton came with him in advance into 
the town. 

^^Sto<'MmC& Mil. and Naoal Oper., 2. 

'^ On Stockton's occupation of Los Angelea, see also StochtofCs Report^ 38- 
fl; reports of secretaries of war and navy, Dec, 5, 1^6, ^9th Cong. 2d Stss^, 
H. Jfe. Doc. no. ^, p. 52, 379; Stockton's despatches and anuexod documents, 
in 30th Cong. Jet to;?., IT. Ex. Doc. no. 70^ p, 38-42; Lancep'n Cntiie, 111-14; 
TuthiU's Hki. Otd., J 86-9; 5. F. BnUeUn, Oct. 10, 1866; Monterey Califor- 
nian, Sept. 19, 1846. The first official act of Stockton at Angeles, as shown 
by tike records, was the appointment of Itarkin as U. 3. navy agent. Lar- 
fe*fiZ>oc.,MS., iv. 254, 
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the bad reputation given him by Castro, though when 
better known he became popular in the south. The 
chief influence brought to bear was that of old for- 
eign residents, who counselled submission. Phelps, 
a well known trader, did something in this direction 
during a business trip to San Diego and back. Offi- 
cials w^ere required to give their parole; others merely 
to comply with the necessary police regulations of 
military rule. Castro's men had started in several 
parties for their northern homes soon after the gen- 
eral's departure, dispersing as they advanced. A few 
of them were captured and paroled on the way by a 
detachment of the California battalion sent in pur- 
suit,^* Others were paroled later in the north; while 
a few officers of both sections escaped altogether the 
humiliation of submission. The parole records have 
not been preserved; but the names of certain officers 
who broke their promise will be given later. Local 
authorities as a rule declined to serve; but there were 
exceptions; and several prominent abajeiios, notably 
Bandini and Argiiello of San Diego, became openly 
partisans of the American cause,^^ There still smoul- 

^^ I find in Lancey^s Cndae, 117, more particulars of this matter than any- 
where else. He a&ya Lieut Maddox, with the companies of Ford and Swift, 
left Angeles Aug. 16th; captured and paroled 15 otHcei^ near S. Lais Ohiapo 
. after a ' sharp aEirmieh; ' and reached Monterey on Sept, 2d (this date coraes 
from the Oali/omia/ij 6ept. 5^ 1846) or 10th. Alvarado and Jesus Pico 
were among those taken; but I do not think Manuel Castro was paroled, aa 
l^ncey states, or that there was any skirmish. Pico, Aconi.j MS., 67-8, 
mentions the arrest and parole of him&elf and Alvarado by a party that took 
possession of S. Luis. Alvarado, Minfi. CcU.y MS., v. 249-50, mentiona his 
own arrest and parole by Fr^mont^s men; but says that Castro had previously 
disbanded his men and taken refuge in the mountains. Several Califomians 
describe the march vaguely, but aay nothing of any hostile meeting. I have 
before me an original sunamons sent by Sub-prefect Thompson to Manuel 
Castro and his companions to appear Wore Mm on complaint of citiaens 
whose horses they were taking on their retreat. It is dated Sta Bdrbara 
Aug- 13th, Doe. Hint. Gcd.^ MS., iii. 261, Of ootwhc the suimnoaa was not 
obeyed, though some say that Don Manuel seat back a challenge to Thomp- 
son to come out and fight. On or about Aug. 26th Maddox seized 17 horaes 
and a mule on Capt. Guerra^s S. Julian rancho. It appears he had an order 
for certain animals, but took more than the order called for. So teatifiea the 
majordorao Gregorio Lopez. Qnerr<iy Doc.^ MS., vii. 200-1. 

"In Bandmi^ DoCj MS.j 98, I have an address to the people, in which 
Bandini and ArgucUo crplam their reasons for accepting the situation, and 
urge all Californians to do the same. It is a long docnment, but does not re. 
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dered in the hearts of many Californians a bitter 
Mexican prejudice against the invaders, but there 
were few if any open manifestations of discontent. 
Mounting a few guns on the hill, and organizing a 
garrison, Stockton soon retired his naval force to the 
Congress. It only remains to notice the commodore s 
successive orders, his proposed organization of a civil 
government, his placing of garrisons in the southern 
towns, and his departure for the north.^ 

On August 17th Stockton published his second 
proclamation to the people^ signing himself "Com- 
mander-in-chief and governor of the territ'jry of Cali- 
fornia." It merits none of the unfavorable criticism 
called forth by the earlier production. In it the com- 
modore simply announced that the country now be- 
longed to the United States, and as soon as possible 
would be governed like any other territory of that 
nation; but meanwhile by military law, though the 
people were invited to choose their local civil officers, 
if the incumbents declined to serve. Liberty of cod- 
science and full protection of life and property were 
promised to all who should adhere to the new govern- 
ment; none others were permitted to remain. Thieves 
were to be punished by hard labor on the public works; 
and the California battalion was to be kept in the 
service to preserve the pcace.^^ It was also on the 

quire quotation- The arguments preaented rest on Mexico^9 paat neglect 
and Califomia'a conaeqaent misfortunos; on the inevitable separation from 
Mesico sooner or later; on the irapoasibility of resisting the American forces; 
on the necessity of BeTf- preservation; and on the prospective prosperity of the 
country under so liberal, fraternal, and strong a. govt aa that of the U. 8. 
In Id.t 93» 96, I have letters from Kr6mont ana David Alexander toEandini, 
Aug. 22d, *i4th, in which both dwell on the glories of Ajnerican rule, address- 
ing Don Juan as a friend of the cause, and Frdmout also announcing tho defi- 
nito news of the Mexican war, 

^^In the i/braferey, CoTiivlaie Arch., MS., ii. 18, Larkin charges up liia 
expenses on tho southern trip $376- Sept- 2d, Olvera informa Moreno that 
Luis Vignes had to give up the archives. Moreno, Doc.^ MS., 23, Hargrave, 
Ctd. in *4G, MS., 8-5, notea the accidental discharge of his gun while he was. 
doing duty as sentry, and FriSmont waain the room above, the bullet narrow- 
ly miaaing hhn. Xuthill, ffist. Oid., 189-90, and several othcra represent 
Fremont as not having arrived until after the occupation of Angeles. 

3" Aug. 17, 1846, Stockton** prockniatioa. $9th Cong. M sess., if. E^. 
Doc. wy. 4, p. 669-70; S. Diego, Arch., M^., 816-17 (an original); Monte- 
rey Cali/omtan, Sept. 5, 1846; S. F. Col. Star, Jan. 9, 1847; Bryant's 
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17th that Fremont's men started in search of Pico 
and other Californiaa fugitives; and on the same day 
the Warren , Commander Hull, anchored at San 
Pedro from Mazatlan and Monterey, bringing definite 
news of a declaration of war,^^ On the 15th Stock- 
ton liad fixed the duties on foreign goods at fifteen 
per cent ad valorem, and tonnage duties at fifty cents 
per ton; on the 19th, he proclaimed all the Mexican 
coast south of San Diego "to be in a state of vigorous 
blockade/* except against armed vessels of neutral 
nations; and on the 20th he issued orders to com- 
manders Hull and Dupont to blockade the ports of 
Mazatlan and San Bias with the Warren and Cyane.^ 
On the 22d of August Governor Stockton ordered 
an election of alcaldes and other municipal officers to 
be held in the several towns and districts of Califor- 
nia, September 15th.*^ This order, identical In pur- 
port with a paragraph of the proclamation of the 1 7i)i, 
was the only step taken by the new governor — except 
the act of calling himself governor — toward the or- 
ganization of a civil government. All else took the 
form of plans for the future- He determined, and 
announced his intention both to Fremont and to the 
secretary of the navy, to form a civil territorial gov- 
ernment, and to appoint a governor in the person of 
Fremont, with other territorial authorities to rule 
after his own departure. He even prepared a plan, 
or constitution, which he submitted to his govern- 
ment, but did not publish or attempt to put it in op- 



Whtd / Sofvin Oal^t 298-9, eto. All persona during the eontinnaoco of mili- 
tary law were required to bo within their housea from 10 o^clock to sunriae; 
and persons found with arms oatfiide their own houses were to he treated as 
enemies. It will be noticed th&t this document differa in no important re- 
spect from Sloat'a proclamation of July 7th. 

'^ Phelps' Fore and Afi^ 303. The ajrival of the Warrtn at Monterey on 
Aug. 12tb, and departure on the 13th, are noted in CoUon's Three Yearg, 2S-9. 
Tha vessel brought not only Mexican papers announcing the war^ bat also 
Sec- Bancroft's despatch of May 13th. 

^Stockton's Despatches, 184$, in ^th Cong. Sd Seas., H. Bx. Doc. no. 4, 
p. W8-75. 

^^Id., 671; Dept. St. Pap., S. Josi, MS., vi. 5*^60. The former alcal- 
des, whether elected or appointed, were to hold the election. 
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eration/^ In his later report, the commodore gave 
somewhat elaborately the motives that impelled him 
to substitute a civil for a military government, but 
did not allude to any definite acts beyond the issu- 
ance of commercial regulations and the order for local 
elections; though he tried to create the impression, 
as he always maintained, that the change from mili- 
tary to civil rule was practically effected at the time.*^ 
His motives as alleged were good and sufficient; his 
right as a naval commander ordered to occupy Mexi- 
can ports to establish a civil government need not be 
questioned here; but the fact that he did not organ- 
ize such a government, while Intending to do so, has 
some importance in view of later complications. 

Deeming the concj^uest complete, Stockton resolved 

*'Ang. 24th, StockU>n to tVanont; Ang. 2Sth, Stockton to Bancroft; no 
date, form of constitution; in Stoc&ion' a Despatches, IS46, p. 668-75. To Fre- 
mont he Bays; *1 propoee before I leave the territory to appoint you to be 
governor, and Capt. Gillespie the secretary thereof; and to appoint also the 
council of &\Ate, and all the necessary officers/ To Bancroft he says tKe 
same in substance; and adds; 'I eocloee to yon several despatches marked I 
to 14,* of which no. 6 is the constitution, *by which you will aoe what sort 
of a government I have established, and how 1 am proeeedinff. ' The docn- 
ment no- 6, without title or date, is as follows, with many verbal onussions foi^ 
the purpose of condensation: I, Robert F. Stockton, commander and goveruw* 
havmg taken Cal, by right of conquest, declare it to be a territory of the U, 
S. ; and I order that the form of g^vt, until altered by the U. S. , shall Iks 
as follows: A governor to hold office 4 years, unless removed by the prea, 
of the U. ^, , to be commander-in-chief, and supt of Ind. af^irs, to approve 
laws, grant pardons and reprieves, commission officers, and see to the execu- 
tion of the laws. A secretary to record and preserve all proceedings and 
laws, to forward copies each year to the pres. and to cougross, and to per- 
form the duties of gov. temporarily* in caso of that officer's absence, etc, A 
legislative council of 7 appointed by gov. for two years, but subsequently 
elected each year; the councirs power to e^ttend to all rightful subjects of 
legislation; but no law to interfere with primary disposal of land, no tax on 
U. S. property, and no discrimination in taxes between residents and non- 
residenta. Laws must be approved by the gov. Municipal officers to con- 
tinue as before* under the laws of Meo^ico, until otherwise provided for by 
gov. and council. Council to hold its first session when and where the gov. 
sball direct; bnt aa soon as pOBsible gov. and council to establish the capital. 

*^ Stockioji's Report^ 40, ^Actuated by such considerations, I gave njy 
immediate attention to the establishraent, npon a permanent basis, of a civil 
govt throughout the country, aa much in conformity with the former usages 
of the country as could be done in the absence of any written code.' 'Hav- 
ing achieved the conquest of the country, and finding my military strength 
ample to retain it, the establishment of a civil govt naturally and necessarily 
resulted.' Aug. 27th, Thos Frazer writes to Larkin: *I hear some rumors 
that Fremont is going to compel Stockton to nominate him aa governor. 
The pretensions of the major run high, because old Benton will stiSt to him 
through thiok and thin.' Larklii's Doc, MS., iv. 263. 
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to withdraw his marine force from CaUfornia, "to 
leave the desk and camp and take to the ship and sea," 
and to devote his personal attention to naval opera- 
tions on the Mexican coast. With this object in view, 
he ordered Major Fremont to increase his battahon 
to 300 men, to garrison the different towns, and to 
meet him at San Francisco on October 25th to per- 
fect final arrangements.*^ All that had been done so 
far was reported on August 28th to the government 
at Washingtouj the report with accompanying docu- 
ments being sent overland by Kit Carson at that 
time." On the last day of August Stockton commis- 
sioned Gillespie as commandant of the southern de- 
partment, instructing him to maintain martial law, 
and enforce the observation of the proclamation of the 
l7th, but authorizing hiiu also to grant written per- 
mits to persons known to be friendly, to be out before 
sunrise and carry weapons/^ And finally, on Septem- 
ber 2d, the last day of hie stay at Los Angeles, he 
issued a general order creating the office of military 
commandant of the territory, which was divided into 
three departments. Fremont was appointed on the 
same day to fill the new command.** 

Gillespie was left with a garrison of 50 men at Los 
Angeles, It would seem that no garrison was left at 
San Diego, though a few men were sent there a Httle 
later. The position of Bandini and ArgiioUo has been 
already noted ; and several citizens accepted office un- 
der the new regime. John Bidwell was put in charge 
of San Luis Rey and the mission property.*^ Stock- 

*=" Aug, 24th, S, to F. Stochton'9 Despatches, 675, The gairiaoos, bcfort 
and after the increase of force by enlistment, were to b<3 f or 8. F., 50, DO; 
for Monterey, 50, 50; Sta Barbara, 25, 25; Ajigeles, 60, 50; and S. Diego, —, 
25 — so tliat the increase was not cliiefiy for garrison duty, bat 'to watch 
Indians and other enemiea,* 

" These documealfl form the collectkin which I have quoted aa Stochon's 
DeRpatchestJ846, in ^9UiCo7tg. MSess., H. Ex. Doc^ 4, p. 668-73. 

** Aug. Slst, Stockton to Gillespie, StocHon^a MU. and ^^avidOper^, 7-8. 
Gillespie might also appoint local civil officers where none were elected, 

^ Id. , p. 8, Fremont's appointment as inilitary commandant of the terri* 
tory is given in Fr&tiwnt^s Court-maHial, 110. 

^^mdwelt's Ooi. mis, MS., 180-1, Aug. 18th, Miguel do Pedrorena 
accepts the office of justice of the peace tempotarily. Hayea* Doc,,}il^., 187. 
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ton left Los Ang^eles September 2d; and three days 
later sailed northward on the Congress. At Santa 
Barbara on the 7th ho took on board Mitchell and 
his men, formerly left here as a garrison. Here he 
also met Midshipman McRae^ who after crossing 
Mexico had arrived in a Mexican brig, and who brought 
despatches dated Washington, May 15th, two days 
later than those received by the Warren.^ He arrived 
at Monterey the 15th, where thaErie from Honolulu 
had arrived before him. Meanwhile Major Fremont, 
with the remnant of his battalion, left Los Angeles 
and marched northward to the Sacramento Valley. 
Nothing is known of the march, except that Lieuten- 
ant Talbot and nine men were left as a garrison at 
Santa Barbara to replace the men taken away on the 
Congress}^ 

Aug. 16th-25tb, FedroC- Cairillo accepts Stockton's appointment aa collector 
of cuatoms. Carrmo (P.). I>oc., MS., 5-7. 

** Stockton acknowledges the receipt, and mentions his meeting with Mc- 
Kae iQ hia report to the seo. of navy of 8ept. Idtb, Stocict07i*a Mil. and Naval 
Oper., 1-2, at the same time stating that he had caiTied out the orders of May 
L5th, even to the sending of an overUnd courier, and so he had, and somewhat 
more, as the order did not literally require more than the occupation of Gali- 
fomian port towns. The order is found in S9th Cong. MSess., II, &» l>oc., 
19; Cutts' CoTiq.^ append., 254-5- Phelps, For& and AJt, 309-10, who was at 
Sta Barhara, notes McEae's arrival. The brig oo which he came was seized 
by Mitchell. The passenger pretended — it does not clearly appear why — to 
he an Engliah officer, with despatches for the admiral. Phelps suspected this 
was not true; and while quizzing him at dinner the Congress appeared, and 
the officer threw off his disguise^ He said he had crossed to Aeapulco in the 
disguise of an English officer, Stockton wiahed to charter Phelps' vessel as a 
privateer, but the offer was declined for business reasons. In a speech at a 
banquet of the CaL Jissoc. Pioneers, N. Y., 1875, p. 20, Ei-govemor Rodman 
M. Price, formerly purser of the Cytnie, said: ^This I know, the official news 
of the existence of war came by Lient McRae of the navy, a special messenger 
fvom Wftshington to Monterey, anil I carried it from there to Los Aii|;eles 
aad deliverea it to Com. Stockton.' 

"In his Qeog. Memoir, 39-40, Fremont gives an account of the physical 
features of the eonntry as observed on this march; but the only dates are 
'about the middle of Sept, we encampt^d near the summit of the Guesta de St^ 
In6s,* and at the end of Sept. were in the region of Soledad. Lancey, Onti^e, 
120, says that Fremont left Angeles Sept. 8th with 40 men; and Sta Bdrbara 
Sept, 13th with 30 men. 
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At Mohteket — Colton*3 Diaries — The First Newspaper — Faitijtlebot 
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Weber — San Francisco Affairs — Reception to Stockton — Revere 
AT Sonoma— Meeting of Bear Flag Men— Release of Pkisokers— 
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Affairs at the north from August to the end of 
October, during the absence of Stockton and after his 
return, may be best and briefly presented in the form 
of l<jcal annals. Let us glance at each of the northern 
settlements, Monterey, San Juan, San Jose, San Fran- 
cisco, and Sutter's Fort. 

Walter Colton, sometime chaplain in the navy, per- 
formed occasional religious service in these times, both 
on land and on shipboard. He served as alcalde, at 
first by military appointment with Rodman M. Price, 
and later by popular election; kept a diary, subsequently 
published; and in company with Seraple edited and 
published a newspaper. From the book and paper, 
with some slight aid from other sources, I form a 
chronologic summary of local happenings, which i& 

(588) 
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appended in a note»^ Colton's diary is largely devoted 
to petty though interesting details of incidents con- 
nected with the author's administration of justice, witli 

^Auff. let, Stockton sailed on the CoTigrena to ■audertake the conqueBt of 
the aouui. Aug. 7th, newa that the Brcoidya with its Mormou colony had 
arrived at S. Prancisco, Aug. 11th, a deserter reports Castro aa on hifl ia&t 
l«g9, Auxioua to fly to Mes. H, B. M. brigof-war Spy arrived from 3> Blais. 
"She has imdoubtetlly news of moment, butwiJlnot reveal it,' Aug, 12th, 
the Warren, Com, Hull, arrived from Mazatlan, brioglng the official newa of 
war. * The myeterioua silence of the officcra of the SW ia now explained.' * Thu 
war newB produced a profound Bensation here. The whole population were 
instantly thrown into groups in the corridors and at the comera of atreeta. 
The hum of voices continued late into the night. It waa an ettinguiaEer on 
the Lopes of thoB« who bad looked to Meikico for aid, or who had clung to the 
expectation that the American govt would repudiate our poeeeasionof Cal. 
They now relinquish nil idea of a return to their old political connection, and 
appear resigned to their fate' Aug, 13lb, the Warren sailed for S. Pedro, 
AlcaldesCdtonandPricoissuedanorderatrictlyprohibitingthesale of liquors 
or wines, under penalty of forfeiture, fine> and imprisonmtmt. Colton relates 
several iustancea of efforts on the part of dealers to evade this law. Aug. 14th, 
20 Indiana arrested for stealing horses brought to town. They were turned 
over to Capt Mevrine, who drew up his troops in a hollow square, with tho 
Indians in the centre expecting to be shot; but they were set free, and then 
taken ou board the ^'avannaJi to inspire them with awe, being furnished with 
blankets and handterchiefa^ and dismissed to the air-of Hail Columbia, vow- 
ing eternal allegiance to the Americans ] Aug. 15th, first number of the Cal- 
i/orTiian published, A man from Castro's camp reported that the general waa 
disposed to treat with Stockton, having only about 130 soldiers left. Aug. 
18tn-19th, some of Castro's of&cers, including Joaq. do la Torre, arrived and 
were mroled, annoimcing tho flight of the general and governor. Aug. Slst, 
Lieut JifcLane retumad from an exped. against marauding Ind. Aug, 22d, 
29th, no, 2 and 3 of the Cali/ornian appeared. 

Sept. 2d, Lieut Maddox, with captains Ford and Swift and a portion of 
their companies, arrived from Los Angeles. Sept. 3d, despatches from Stock- 
ton included his procl. of AMg. ITth; also stated that Gov. Fieo had not es- 
caped, but surrendered. Sept. 4tli, first jury impanelled in Cal. to try the 
case of Isaac Gral^am vs Charles Etoussillon, ' involving property on one side 
and integrity of character on the other.' ITie verdict acquitted the French- 
nian of fraudulent intent, and found a balajice duo plaintiff of $65, Graham 
was satisfied, and retracted in 'nritiog his charges. Tho jury was composed 
of Juan Malarin, W. E, P. Hartnell, Manuel Piaz, Jos<^ Abrego, Eafael 
Sanchez, Pedro Xarvaez, Charles Chase, Geo. Minor, Milton Little, Robert 
H. Thomes, Florencio Serrano, and Talbot H. Green. Sept. 4th, Cora. Mer- 
vine issued an order requiring all of Castro's officers to present themselves 
and sign paroles; also those already paroled were to give additional pledges. 
Sept. 5th, no. 4 of the Caiijornian, Sept. 11th, an express announced the 
arrival of 1,000 Walla Walla Ind. on the Sac, bent on vengeance. (See 
later in this eha.pter.) Sept. 12th, no. 5 of the CaUfomian. Ex-;;ov. Alva- 
rado arrived about this time and was well received by Capt. Mervine and 
by the citizens <'f Monterey. Sept. Hth, news that 2,000 immigrantB had 
arrived at tho Sacramento. Sept. 15th, municipal election held, with fol- 
lowing results^ Alcalde, Walter Colton; alcalde pro tern.,, Milton Little; 
alcalde^s councillors, Spence, Hartnell, Alalarin, and Diaz; treasurer of mu- 
nicipal funds, Salvador Munras. Sept. loth, Stocktim arriv-ed iu the Co7i- 
ffress. Sept. 17th, Lflrkin recommends the confirmation of T. JL Green as 
collector of the port, and the appointment of Hartnell as aurveyor and ap- 
praiser of the custom-house. This was done. Sept. 19th, the EriCf tlie 
HiBT. Cal., Vol. V. 19 
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frequent remarks on the niannerB and cuytoms of the 
people — the whole being an excellent picture of the 
times, whose reproduction en resume is of course im- 
possible. The Savannah remained at anchor in the 
bay during Stockton's absence in the south; and Cap- 
tain Mervine was miUtary commandant of the post. 
On the commodore's return Lieutenant Maddox was 
made commandant of the central district on Sept. 1 8th, 
and a company of dragoons was organized. On the hill 
ill a position commanding both town and harbor were 
built by Cecil a block-house and battery, where three 
42-pounder9 were mounted- The structure, sur- 

(lato of whose arrival from Honolulu is not recorded, Bailed for Pananii 
witii despatehea. No. 6 of the Calrfornian. Sept. 2CM;ll (or 22d), the Samtrt- 
n'th sailed for S. Francisco, Sept. 25th (or 24th), tho Congres^^ with Stock- 
ton sailed for S. F, Additional orders on the sak of liquors, Sept. 26th, 
no. 7 of the UalifoTman. 8ept. 29th, o-'der forbidding gambling, A cou- 
rier from Los Angeles brought news of ik revolt of the Califoruiana ia the 
south, 

Oct, Ist, arrived the French corvette BriUaiUv^ bringing 31. Moerenhaut, 
Freuch consul at Monterey. Oct. 3d, no. 8 of the Otdifomitttu Oct. 5th> 
news that the SavatmtUi had sailed for the south, ' to bring the tnsurj^enta if 

EDBsible to QJx engagement; but the proba,bility ia that tbey will instantly dia- 
Bnd and fly to the forests.' Oct. 10th, no. ^ of the Cali/oraian, Lieut Mad- 
dos'a company mustered into the service; 2 officers and 15 men. 30 men 
joined later. Mustered out April 1847. Slst Oong. 1st fiess., ff, Ex. Doc. ^4j 
2*2 h. vol. ™. Oct. 14th, streets barricaded and other preparations made for 
defence. *Bflnds have been gatbennginthe vicinity t*) make a night assault 
on Monterey. Theirplan is to capture or drive cut the small American force 
hero and plunder the town.' Oct. 15th, alarm still continued. A company 
of Califominns seen in the distance. A despatch sent by the Bamstahlt to 
Stockton for aid. Oct. 16th, Stocktoii arrived in tho Congresii. having been 
met onteide by the messenger while en route for the south. He landed a force 
sufficient to protect the town, 50 men and 3 gims under Baldwin fl.nci John- 
son. Oct. 17th, no. 10 of the GoUfomian. Oct. Iflth, a party of 20Cahfor- 
nians left the town and vicinity to join the insurgents. The Vongrcss sailed 
for S. Podro. Oct. 23d, the Fantffi/? a- arrived from the south with news of 
Gillespie's capitulation at Angeles and Mervinc's defeat at S. Pedro. Oct, 24th 
news of the Sterling with Fremont and his men, who had turned back while 
en route for the south. No. U of the CaliJ'oi-idiiJi. Oct. 27th, Lieut W. B. 
Renshaw arrived in the Maleb Adhel^ a priiie brig taken at Maaatlaiiv Oct. 
28th, Frtoont and his men arrived in a famished condition. Scouts reported 
a large band of CaHfomiansin tjie hills; audit was thought that they intended 
to attack the town that night, Maddox being absent witlx .W men at S. Juan, 
but that their plan was frustrated by Fremont's arrival. Oct. 29th, Maddos 
returned with a field-piece and many horses. Oct. 30th, a man in charge of 
the horses near the town was shot by two of the Califomians^ but not killed. 
Oct, 31st, no. 12 of tho Caiifornian. See CoUon*^ Three Y^ara in Oalifomia, 
20-84. In the S, J. Pioneer, Oct. 13, 1877, is a narrative of the excitement 
caused by the discharge of a cannon when strapped on the hack of a mule 
that had brought it from 8. Juan; also in Id., Jan. ID, 1878, of Mariano So- 
beranes^ tu^e with a sentinel, whil<: surreptitiously visiting hia family in 
town. 
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rounded by a ditch, was at first called Fort Stockton, 

but the name was soon changed to Fort Mervine. 
At first all was quiet; but at the news of southern 
revolt, the arribefios also began to show disaffection. 
Bands of CalifornLans, more or less fully organized, 
ranged the hills and drove off horses, even threaten- 
ing the town; so that before the end of October much 
fear was experienced, not only by Americans, but es- 
pecially by the many native families who had been 
somewhat prominent in espousing the American cause. 
Respecting the acts of the rebels in later months I 
shall have something to say hereafter. 

The appearance of the first newspaper is an event 
which merits notice here, Not only had there never 
been a paper published in the country, but there had 
been no subscribers to any paper, except a few in the 
last two or thrqe years to the Honolulu Polynesian, 
The Mexican oflScial paper Tvas sent with some show 
of regularity to the Californian government; small 
packages of different Mexican and Spanish papers 
were forwarded occasionally by friends to officers, pa- 
dres, or citizens; while trading vessels sometimes 
brought to resident foreigners old numbers of jour- 
nals from the United States, from the Sandwich Is- 
lands, or even from Oregon, It was probably Robert 
Semple who conceived the idea of a Californian news- 
paper in 1846» as Figueroa had done without any 
practical results in earlier tinies, Semple knew some- 
thing of setting typo. Colton favored the scheme, 
and had had some editorial experience in Philadelphia 
on the North AmeHcan. The two agreed to edit and 
publish a paper in partnership. Oolton describes his 
partner as "an emigrant from Kentucky, in a buck- 
skin dress, a fox-skin cap; true with the rifle, ready 
with his pen, and quick at the type-case." At the 
government house were found the old press and type, 
whose products in 1834-42 I have had frequent occa- 
sion to cite in past chapters. The apparatus had not 
been used for several years, having been pronounced 
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useless, perhaps as a mere excuse, when Pico wished 
to transfer it to Angeles in 1845, It had not, as one 
of the editors stated, and as many have repeated, been 
** picked up in a cloister," or *' used by a Roman Catho- 
lic monk in printing a few sectarian tracts;'* nor had 
it ever been used by the padres at all; but had been 
the property of Agustin V, Zaraorano, who sold it 
to the government, which made some slight use of it 
in publishing official orders, both at Monterey and So- 
noma. Colton says ; * ' The press was old enough to be 
preserved as a curiosity; the mice had burrowed in 
the balls; there were no rules, no leads; and the types 
were rusty and all in pi. It was only by scouring 
that the letters could be made to show their faces, A 
sheet or two of tin were procured, and these with a 
jack-knife were cut into rules and leads. Luckily we 
found with the press the greater part of a keg of ink; 
and now came the main scratch for paper. None 
could be found, except what is used to envelope the 
tobacco of the cigar smoked here by the natives. A 
coaster had a small supply of this on board, which we 
procured* It is in sheets a little larger than the com- 
mon-sized foolscap." It was the ordinary Spanish 
foolscap on which most of the archives of California 
and other Spanish American provinces are written, 
the thicker the better for writing, the thinner grades 
being preferred for cigarettes, but there being. rarely 
any opportunity of choice for either purpose. The 
font of type being intended for the Spanish lan- 
guage, vv had to serve for w» " The upper room in 
the north end of the upper barracks was furnished by 
Lieutenant Minor as an office," writes Semple ; and the 
first number of the Californian appeared on August 
15th. "A crowd was waiting when the first sheet 
was thrown from the press. It produced quite a lit- 
tle sensation. Never was a bank run upon harder; 
not, however, by people with paper to get specie, but 
exactly the reverse," The paper appeared every Sat- 
urday during the rest of the year and later, being 
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transferred to San Francisco in May 1847, It con- 
tamed official orders, current news chiefly local, edito- 
rials and correspondence on the condition and pros- 
pects of the country, contributions from native Call- 
fornians who favored the new order of things^ and 
several historical articles on the Bear FW revolt and 
other past events. By the aid of HartneTl, a portion 
of the contents was printed in Spanish. The man- 
agement of the paper reflected much credit on the 
publishers. Sample, though he had obtained his dis- 
charge from Fauntleroy's company in order that he 
might devote his whole attention to the new enter- 
prise, was absent much of the time in the region of 
San Francisco Bay, engaged — according to the state- 
ment of his partner, who with a type-setting sailor 
had most of the work to do — in land speculations and 
in vain search for a wife.^ 

Just before Stockton's departure for the south. Cap- 
tain Fauntleroy and *Major' Jacob Snyder with fifty 
men were sent to occupy San Juan in the place of the 
small garrison left there by Fremont, Of their expe- 
rience there all that is recorded is an expedition dur- 

' The Bet of The Ccdifornian, Aug. 15, !846, to May 6, 1847, nos 1-38. so^ 
far SB puljlisLed itt Monterey, which I have consulted, and a MS, reaum^ of 
■which lorma a. volume in my Lihrary, is that of the heire of Ramon Argtlello, 
in poaseasion of Juan Malarin of Sta Clara, originally preaerved by David 
Spence. I have alao a few specimen nurabera of the original. There ia a set 
iu the Cai. State Library at Sac; alao one nearly complete in the library 
of the Cal. Pioueera iu 8, F, It appears that the firat page of no. 1 was 
printed ad a proapeetus, blearing the nameaof Semple alone as publi^er. 
A copy is in Taylor^s Specimens of th<: Press^ in the Mercantile Library of S. 
F. In the 'extra' of Jan. 28, 1847> Colton gives anaccount of the enterprise, 
A letter of Semple to Fauntleroy cxplauiing tbe plwi and asking his own dis- 
<:l]arge, is found in CaL Pioneers^ ArcK.^ MS.j 225-7, The paper ia noticed 
iu the Oregon iSpGctator of Nov. 12, 1846? also in the Honolulu papers. See 
full particulars in CoUon's Three Years in Cal., 32, etc. Fr-incis D. Clark, in 
a letter of Feb, 22, 1878, in 8. Jo84 Pioneer, March 9, 1875, gives a statement 
of John B- Gould of Alaryland, that h© fitted up the office, restored the type, 
and printed the first numbers of the Callfomifin. Gould maybe the sailor 
alluded to by Colton; but as he also says that Semple did not become a part- 
ner for several mouths, the accuracy of bis whole statement maybe ques- 
tioned. Gould's i/JaiEU is also noticed in (/pltam^s N'otes, 387. The S. Joae 
Pioneer^ Dec, 15, 1877» prints a bill for §20, the subscription to the paper for 
5 years to John H. Watmough, ai^ned by Semple on Aug. 28, 1840. See also 
Hi»L Or. J \. 467, this series, forclaunof M. G. Foiay that he worked as printer 
ou the MonUvey CW^ontwn. 
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ing the first week in August against a party of Ind- 
ians who had driven off two hundred horses from San 
Jos6, and who were forced to give up their booty after 
a fight in which several of their number were killed. 
It would appear that Fauntleroy's men were subse- 
quently withdrawn ; for late in October, after the revolt 
at Los Angeles had begun to trouble the northerners^ 
Maddox naarched with thirty men to San Juan, spiked 
the iron cannon, took the locks from the nmskots, 
and carried the brass pieces with all horses obtainable 
to Monterey,^ 

Respecting events at San Jos^ from August to 
October, our information is hardly less meagre. James 
Stokes was succeeded as alcalde by George Hyde^ 
who was appointed "civil magistrate for the district 
of Santa Clara, with headquarters at San Joa^/' by 
Moutgomery on August 26th. Purser James H, 
Watmough, being appointed commandant of Santa 
Clara on the same date, with a company of forty men, 
was sent down from San Francisco; but of his exploits 
we know only that on September 14th he is said to 
have returned to San Jose from an Indian expedition 
of two weeks, in which he recovered one hundred 
horses and killed several gentiles; and that he prob- 
ably wont back to San Francisco before the end of 
September. Early in October, Charles M. Weber 
returned from his captivity in the south, and was made 
military commandant of San Jose district by Mont- 
gomery, who also desifed him to accept the position 
of alcalde. Wober was authorized to organize a mili- 
tary force and defend the town and vicinity if possi- 
ble, but to retreat to Yerba Buena rather than to run 
too great risks. No hostilities were committed, how- 
ever, beyond the occasional cutting of the flag-staff 
halyards at night; and Captain Weber was able to 
collect a considerable body of horses, with which he 

' ScG Oolton^» Three Years in Cat., 25, 82; MojUersy OaHfomian, Oct 31, 
3846; and Maddox'e letter of Oct 28th to Weber, in S. Jm Pioneer, Mwcli 
6» 1860, 
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is said to have arrived at San Juan just after the de- 
parture of Maddox,* 

At San Francisco, where Montgomery remained 
iu the Portsmouth as military commandant of the 
northern district, while Watson commanded the little 
garrison on shore, all was peace and quiet, with no rip- 
ple of excitement, except on the arrival of vessels or 
couriers with news from abroad, or on the occasion of 
a grand social festivity on shore or on shipboard. 
Lieutenant Washington A. Bartlett was on August 
26th appointed alcalde of the San Francisco district, 
with headquarters at Yerba Buena. September 15th 
a municipal election was held^ atw^hich nearly a hun- 
dred votes were cast. The officers elected were Wash- 
ington Bartlett, alcalde; Jos^ de Jesus Noe, second 
alcaide; John Kose, treasurer; and Peter T. Sherre- 
beck, collector/ In the last days of September the 
Savannah and Congress arrived from Monterey, and 
Stockton was given a public reception the 5th i-f 
October. As the commodore landed from his barge, 
at a point corresponding to what is now Clay street 
between Montgomery and Sansome, William H, Rus- 
sell delivered a flowery address of welcome; after 
which the people marched in procession round the 

^ Monterey CaJi/omian, Sept. 5, 2S, 1846^ original letters of Battlett and 
Montgomery to Weber, in Ila^leck'a Mex^ Lami Law^tj MS-; account from 
Weber's own statements and papers, in S. Jo»4 Pioneer, March 6, 1880. In 
one of his letters, Montgomery orders Weber to throw a 'karra.r round his 
camp to prevent surprise. Sends him three recruits, also powder and cloth- 
ing. Militiamen can draw no pay except when in actual service. $15 per 
month for subsistence is too much. Sept, 15th, Alcalde Hydo takea the pa- 
role of Uapt. Jose Fernandez. Vallejo, l>oc., MS., sii, 241. 

^Monterey Californian, Sept. 5, 26^ Oct. 3. 1846j Hyde'^ SUitement, MS., 
8; S. Jo84 FiOTiePTtJan. 4, 1879, The vote at the election was aa follows i al- 
calde, Bartlett GG, Ridley 29, Spear 1; 2d alcalde, No6 63, Haro 24, scatter- 
ing 9; treasurer, Koso ti7, Francis Hoeu 20, scattering 9; collector, Sherrehack 
86, J. Cooper 2. The inspectors were Wm H. Bavis, Frank Ward, Francisco 
Guerrero, and Franciaco flaro. Aug. 29th, Bartlett enclosed to the alcalde 
of Sonoma 'rnlca and regulations for trade in the bay/ Santa Jio»a Sononm 
DejHOfrat, Dec. 30, 1871. On Sept. loth Montgomery issued an order that 
Indiana should not bo held in service e>:cept under a vohmtary contract, ac- 
knowledged before a magisti'ate, and equally biuding upon employer and em- 
ploy^, Caiybmian, Oct, 3, Among the festiritiea are notably a ball at the 
residence of Leidesdorff on Sept. 8th, at which over 100 ladies, Californian and 
American, were present; and another on boanl the Magiwlia on the 18th. 
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plaza and back to Montgomery street, where they 
listened to a speech from Stockton. The discourse, 
in which he narrated the conquest of Los Angeles, 
and made known his plans of vengeance on the *' cow- 
ardly assassins" who had dared to revolt against his 
authority, was decidedly of the bombastic and 'spread- 
eagle' variety, marked by the same disregard of truth 
that had been shown in his first proclamation; but 
the speaker was eloquent and the audience pleased- 
Then there was more marching; and finally, the gov- 
ernor with prominent citizens made a tour on horse- 
back to the presidio and mission, returning in time 
for a collation given by the committee of arrange- 
ments at LeidesdorflTs residence,^ The rumor of an 
impending Indian invasion had hastened Stockton's 
visit to the north. This rumor proved unfounded ; 
but news of a revolt in the south had reached him 
just after hia arrival at San Francisco, October 4th, 
the day before the reception, Mervine had sailed in 
the Savan-nah for San Pedro; on the 13th the Con- 
gress and the chartered merchant vessel Sterling, 
Captain Vincent, left the bay for the southern coast, 
the former with Stockton on board, and the latter 
bearing Major Fremont and hia battahon. There is 
nothing to be noted at San Francisco after their de- 
parture. 

Revere had been sent by Montgomery to command 
the garrison at Sonoma, consisting of Company B of 
the battalion, under Captain Grigsby* Revere tells 
us that a few disaffected Californians were still prowl- 
ing about the district, in pursuit of whom on one 
occasion he made an expedition with sixteen men to 

^Mojiterej/ Ccdiforman, Oct, 24, 1S46, with Stockton's Bpeech in fall; Ore- 
gon. Spectator, April 1, 1847; Davis* Glimpses of the Past, MS., 349-51, tJie 
author having been preaeiit at the reception; StocUon's Report; and I^ncey, 
Cruise^ 131-2, who gives additional particulars. He names Jb:ank Ward aa 
marshal; deacribes tbo compoaition of tlio procession formed at 10 A. m, ; aayg 
that in addition to hia reply to Kuaaell made at the wharf, Stockton made a 
long speech in reply to a toast at the collation, declaring that if one hair of 
the brave men left to carriaon the south should he injared, he *would wade 
knee-deep in his own blood (1) to avenge it;* and mentions a ball wluch 
closed the day's festivities, and lasted until daylight the next morning. 
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the region of Point Reyes, He did not find the 
party sought, but he was able to join in a very en- 
joyable elk-hunt The only other feature of his stay 
at Sonoma — and a very interesting one, as described 
by him, though not very important from an historical 
point of view — was an expedition by way of Napa 
Valley to the Laguna, now Clear Lake, and back by 
the E-ussiau River Valley, in September. With the 
exception of a few military and hunting expeditions, 
meagrely recorded, this was the first visit to the lake 
by a traveler who included in the record a description 
of the country.^ On his return, the lieutenant heard 
of the threatened Walla Walla invasion, and hastened 
with a force to the Sacramento ; while the Vallejos 
were commissioned to protect the Sonoma frontier 
with a force of Christian Indians, and Misroon be- 
fore September 11th assumed command of the garri- 
son. Manuel E. Mclutosli was now alcalde of So^ 
noma; and the victims of the capture of June 14th 

^ Bevere^s Tour of Duty, 77-£*5, 112^18, 13{M7- The author's description 
of the re^ons visited is quite extensive- He and his few companions passed 
thefirst night at Yount'aj arrived hynooaiat the place of J. B. Cnilea, wfiowas 
onoof the party, ranking as sergeant^ aDdspent the eecoud night at Uterancho 
of Greenock (Guenoc?), the frontier settler. N^ext morning, crossing the last 
mountain pass, and ridiUgaU day through timbered uplands, broad savannahs, 
and shady glades, at sunset they reached the lake near its narrowest part, at 
the base of the high sierra — now Uncle Sam Mountain — opposite a pretty 
islet. After some hesitation, cauaed by memories of tbe servant- hunting 
raids of the Califomians, the Iiidians ferried the visitors over on tule babas 
to their island town of 200 or 300 inhabitants. Nest day they journeyed 
■over the sterile obsidian-covered plain, to go round the mountain, into the 
beautiful country on the upper lake^uow Big "VaUey — and at sunset reached 
Hopitsewab, or Sacred Town, the largest of the rancherias, where the lands 
were enclosed and cultivated. Here^ on the third day after arrival, a grand 
council of native chieftains was assembled to listen to and make the speeches 
of such occasions, and transfer their allegiance to the great and good govt of 
the U. S. After which a grand dance. Is'eKt day Eevere's party travelled 
over the plain parallel to the lake untO noon, and then turning to the left, 
climbed the range. They were attacked by Indians, who mistook them for 
foes, and one of whom was badly wounded. A difficult trail led them to 
the summit at sunset^ and they looked foward into another brood valley and 
back upon the lake. *Few white men have visited this magnificent Laguna. 
In the course of time it will become famous, and perhaps the "tired don- 
zens'' of the Atlantic cities may yet make summer excursions to its glorious 
shoras.* Down into the Russian Eiver Valley they went to the rancho of Fer- 
nando FiJlir, where they spent the day. On the way to Piiia's rancho they 
killed a huge grizzly; and at Fitch's raucho of Sotoyome they found the an- 
nual matcaaas in progress. 
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had returned from their imprisootnent in August. 
On September 25th a meeting of the old Bears was 
held, at which, J. B. Chiles being president and John 
H. Nash secretary^ a resolution wa« adopted ''that 
three persoiKs be appointed to act as a committee to 
investigate and gather all the information in their 
reach in relation to the action of the Bear Flag^ 
party, and report at a subsequent meeting." Sem- 
ple, Grigsby, and Nash were appointed on the com- 
mittee, though Semple's place was afterward taken 
by Ida; and the resulting report of May 13, 1847^. 
has already been noticed in this work.^ 

At Sutter's Port Kern remained in command; be- 
ing confirmed in his authority by Montgomery on 
August 26th, at which date E. J. Sutter, son of the 
captain, was made Kern's lieutenant at the fort.^ In 
August also tho Sonoma prisoners were released, as 
they ought to have been long before. They had ap- 
pealed to Fremont when Sloat's proclamation and the 
United States flag arrived; but not the slightest at- 
tention was paid to their appeal. In July a letter of 
inquiry about them came from Larkin; and Mont- 
gomery interested himself in their behalf^^ In reply. 
Vallojo wrote to both Larkin and Stockton; but be- 
fore the letters were received, on July 27th, the com- 
modore despatched an order for the release of Vallejo 
and his brother-in-law ; followed in a few days by a 
similar order in behalf of the other captives. All 
were rec[uy"ed to sign a parole- Vallejo and Carrillo 
were discharged on or about the 1st of August, the 
former in very feeble health. The others, Salvador 

Vallejo, Victor Prudon, and Jacob Leese had to re- 

* 

^ Record of tUe meeting in MonUr^ Cali/cimian, Oct. 3, lSi6. See chap, 
viii. of this volumo; also Ififtt. Bear Mog RtvoL 

^Monterer/ Californiauj Sept. 6, 1846. 

^°July iStb, Larkiit to Vallejo, deacribing his efforts to learn his fate. 
Had Hcut measeugers to Sonoma, iind John Murphy had been sent to the Sac- 
— for which Bervice he was to be paid by V. $100, Bear Flag Pap^B, MS.^ 
62- July 17th, Montgomery to Sloat, forwarding Forbes^ petition for the re- 
lease of Vicente Peralta, and also mentioning Vallejo, iu whose caee be waa 
personally interested. Sloat's Despatc/fS, 2i-o» or 661-8. 
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main iii prison a week longer, Don Salvador — and 
probably the re**t, though Leese claims that his cap- 
tivity lasted until the 13th — being liberated on Au- 
gust 8th by Misroon, the officer sent up by Montgom- 
ery for that purpose. Returning to their homes, they 
found that cattle, horses, and other personal property 
had for the most part disappeared; but the change of 
government might enrich those of the number who 
were the owners of real estate," Montgomery sent 

'* July 29th, Stockton to Vallejo. One of Lia first acts was to order his 
release; autt he has now sent a courier to Montgomery to have the others 
freed, whose names he did not know before. Bear Flag Papers, MS.^ 67. No 
date, copy of Montgomery's order to release Vallejo and CftrriUo. Id.^ 72. 
Lcese, Bear Flag, MS., 16-17, thinks the fir&t ordername*! Vail ejo'H brother- 
in-law, meaning himself^ but applied to Carrillo. July 29th, Larkin to Va- 
llejo. Letters of 23d received, this morning. Orders for release sent two 
days ago to Montgoniery. Now repeated, and the courier will tell the con- 
veraalion he had with Stockton, Savage^ Doc,, MS., iii. 19; LarHii'a Doc, 
MS., iv. 234. Aug. 3d, Montgomery to V., announcing the pleasure it has 
given him to order his release, and introducing Lieut Revere, who has in- 
structions to ^mitigate' his parole by accepting simply a promise of frienit- 
ship to tlie U, S., or of neutrality. English and Spanish. Bear Flag Papers^ 

MS,, 70, 73. Aug. 7th, Saiv. Vallejo to M. a Vallejojuftnawei: to letter of 

Aag. 4th, which announced that a boat was on the way with the order of rc- 
lease. The boat has not arrived, and even if it does come there ia but little 
hope of freedom; for Kem has said he will not obey any order if the name of 
each prisoner be not specified, and has even hinted that he is not bound to 
obey any orders but those of Fremont. Id., 70. Aug. 7th, S. Vallejo, Pru- 
don, and Leese, to Vallejo, expressing their opinion that Kem did not intend 
to free them» and aisking the colonel to write to Montgomery in their behalf. 
Id.^ 68. Aug. 6th, Lieut liartlett to Vallejo, in answ^er to letter of July 30th. 
With many expreaaions of friendly feelings he says: *I at once lai<l your note 
before Capt. Montgomery, who at once expressed his deep regret that you 
were yet a prisoner [on the 30th]. He has constantly regretted that you 
were not liberated on the dav the American flag first waved over New Hel- 
vetia^ which certainly would have been the case ha<l hia command extended 
to that post. Ho has directed me to assnre you that among his first commu- 
nications to Com. Sloat he stated the names of all persona Uiat had been ar- 
rested, , . .and requested instructions as "to the course he shouUl now pursue 
with regani to them, at the same time mating particular mention of your 
case.' Id., 'Ji-5. Aug. Sth, V. to Montgomery, in reply to letter of Aug. 3d, 
Thanks for his efforts; bad state of the water's healUi; appeals for the re- 
lease of his companions. Id., 78-80. Aug. Sth, Lieut Misroon takes the \ta.- 
role of Salvador Vallejo at ^Fort New Helvetia/ i^ali^o, Doc., MS., xii. 2;J2, 
Anp. I2th, V. to Montgomery. 'Muy onfermo sail del Sacramento y peor 
Uegn^ d mi casa. ' Thanke for opportune sending of Dr Henderson. B'fir 
Flag Papers, MS., 81. Aug, 17th, Moutgomeryto V. Sends him documents 
relating to Misroon's visit to Sonoma in June. Has just returned himself 
from Sonoma. Id., 58, Au^. 24th^ Larkin to V, from Los Angeles, Speaks 
of having sent a second conrier to New Helvetia before leavmg Monterey. 
Sept, 15th, V. to L. Returned from his prison 'half dead,' but is now bet- 
ter. Has lost over 1,000 cattle, 600 tame horses, all his crops, and many 
other things of value; but will go to work again. LarUn's Doc.y MS., iv. 
280-1. Sept. 25th, Montgomery to V, Thanks for hia serviccB to the U, S^ 
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Dr Henderson to Sonoma to treat Vallejo'a illness, 
and soon visited the colonel in person. Vallejo also 
came down to San Francisco to be present at Stock- 
ton's reception. 

The alarm of an Indian invasion from the north, to 
which I have alluded, had its origin in an affair of 
the winter of 1844-5, A party of Oregon Indians 
had come down to trade for cattle, being well received 
by Sutter, who had known some of the chiefs in 
Oregon, and permitted to hunt for wild horses, to be 
exchanged for cattle. Among the pai'ty were the 
Walla Walla chief Yellow Serpent and his son Elijah. 
The latter, who had been educated by the missionaries^ 
was a turbulent and insolent fellow, who killed one 
of his companions near the fort, and was prevented by 
an American from killing another. Among the ani- 
mals taken by the Indians were some claimed as pri- 
vate property; but which they refused to give up. 
Grove Cook on going to demand a mule that Dore has 
brand was met by Elijah, who levelled his rifle at him, 
and told him to take the animal if he dared. Sutter 
then summoned the chiefs to his office, and insisted 
that branded animals must be given up to their own- 
ers, though the Indians were entitled to a reward for 
. restoring them. They declared that by their customs 
such animals belonged to those who found them. 
While the discussion was gnlng on, Sutter left the 
office; and during his absence, Elijah was shot and 
killed by Cook in a quarrel, in which, according to the 
white witnesses present, the Indian was the aggressor; 
though it would be more reasonable to suppose, in the 
absence of Indian witnesses, and the safety with which 

-I- 

Vatle)o, Doc, MS., siL 242. Sept 29tJi, Id. told. Invito him to Yerba 
Euena to meet Sttxjkton. Id., 3di. 236. Oct. 19th, Id. to Id. Cannot accede 
to Vallejo^s request that Ees-ere be removed from the command, though he 
would do BO for the cogent reasons ur^d had the request come Alittle sooner, 
/(/,, 3tii. 244, J^OT. iffth, Id. to Id. A very friendly letter. Eflgrete that he 
cannot visit Sonoma before hia departure. Id., xii. 249. March 28, 1847, V. 
to Bandinion hia imprisonment and losses thereby. Banding Doc., MS., 104. 
June 14, 1847, V. to Ex-president Bustamante on the same topic. V(dkjot 
Doc., MS., xii. 304. 
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an Indiaij might be killed under the circumgtaneea, 
that Elijah was deliberately murdered by Cook, The 
whole party of about forty then hurried back to- 
Oregon with their horses, not waiting to receive the 
cattle due them^ and eluding the pursuers despatched 
by Sutter- Their story was told to the missionaries^ 
and to the Indian agent, White ; and these gentlemen 
were ready to credit the version given them without 
investigation. White wrote on the subject to the 
government, to Sutter, and to Larkin.^^ 

Yellow Serpent came back to California at the be- 
ginning of September, 1846, with some forty of his 
people, to trade and to demand justice for the killing 
of his son. Reports had come from Oregon, from the 
missionaries and by the immigrants, that the Walla 
Wallas were bent on vengeance; and great was the 
alarm when a frontier settler came to New Helvetia 
with the news that a thousand warriors were approach- 
ing. The chief and his party had arrived at the cabin 
of the settler, Daniel Sill; and the explanation that 
nine men had been left ill on the way was interpreted 
to mean that 900 warriors were close behind I The 
alarm was sent in all haste to Sonoma and Monterey ; 
and while Stockton came up to San Francisco, every 
possible preparation was made for defence along the 
northern frontier. Revere, leaving the Vallejos with 
a force of Callfornians and friendly Indiana to scour 
the country and protect exposed points, hastened to 
the Sacramento. Soon after his arrival Kevere learned 
the true state of affairs, and that there was no danger; 
in fact, the Walla Walla chief came in person to have 
a 'talk,' announcing that he had come to trade and 
not to fight, and urging upon the 'Boston men' who 
now owned the country his claim for justice. Both 

I'See/fwCOr.^i. 285-9, this aeriea, July21, 1845, gutter to LarkJn, giv- 
ing full particulars of the affair. Larkin's Doc, MS., iii. 227. May 16tL, 
Wnite to Larkin. Id,, iii. 155. White to sec. of war. Monterey Califomianj 
Sept. 19, I84C. See also White's Concise View^ 49; Parritth's Oregon Aiite., 
MS., 90; Gray'Ji Hist Ogn, 507-11; Miaaim Life ShttcHes, 205-7. Pewpew- 
moKmojT, the old chief was called in Oregon; Sutter calls him Piopiopio; and 
the Califomians* ElCojo Macai.* 
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soldiers and settlers were anxious for a fight; certain 
persons tried to keep up the excitement; and many 
were not disposed to believe in the Indians' peaceful 
intentions, but rather to make a raid upon all the sav- 
ages in the valley; but better counsel soon prevailed, 
and the cheering news was sent southward that the 
fear of a Walla Walla invasion was groundless.^* 

Some enthusiastic biog"raphera have accorded to 
Major Fremont the glory of having persuaded the 
Walla Wallas to forego their plans of vengeance, and 
thus prevented a disastrous Indian war; but as a mat- 
ter of faetj Fremont did not arrive until the excitement 
had passed away. He did, however, obtain some of 
the savages as recruits for his California battalion. 
Of the major's operations in the Sacramento during 
this visit, at the end of September and beginning of 
October, nothing definite is recorded, except that he 
succeeded in getting many recruits, whose military 
operations of the next few months, with what is known 
of their organization, will be presented in due time. 
The large influx of immigrants by the overland route, 
to be noticed elsewhere, made it easy to find soldiers 
for the battalion at this time, 

Stockton's plans on quitting Los Angeles were, as 
we have seen, to appoint Frdmont governor, leave 
detachments of the battalion as garrisons for the dif- 
ferent posts, and to depart with the strength of his 
fleet to engage in naval operations on the Mexican 
coast. He regarded the conquest of California as 
complete. He had no doubt that the people would 
soon become devoted subjects of the United States, 

^^ Slockion^e MU. and N^aval Oper.f^; Stoekto^^s Rejyort^ ^1} RevfTf^sTourj 
154, etc; Sept, 10th-15tEi, correep. between Miaroon, M. G. Vallejo, and 
Sa]v. V^lejo, oil the military preparationB. VaUfjo, I)oc,, MS., Tii. *234-40, 
See also Vall^o, Hid. Cal, MS., v, 203-8; Tm-rt9, Feripecia^. MS,, 77-8: 
Juarez, Narracian, MS.; Tustin^s liecolL, MS., 9; Honofjdu Frknd, iv. 158; 
Monierey Cali/ornia/ifVii^im; Uphaffi*s Life Fr4in(ml, 242-3; Bigdom'sMem. 
Fret/toni, 172-3, TheCalifoniLanaliaveaaidea, not very well founded I think, 
that Salvador Yallejo was the originator of the scare, hoping to run up a 
large bill for horaea and other aid, and thus get paid for a piut of his past 
loaaeg. 
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and believed that his proposed system of civil rule 
would soon bc5 in successful operation. Arriving at 
Monterey, his plans were somewhat interrupted by 
the Walla Walla alarm, which called him to San 
Francisco; but when he learned that no danger was 
to be apprehended from the Indians, his prospects 
again assumed a roseate hue, and his schemes were 
not only revived, but had been greatly amplified. 
His project was nothing less than to raise a thousand 
men in California, to land them at Mazatlau or Aca- 
pulco, and with them march overland to ''shake hands 
with General Taylor at the gates of Mexico" !'* Major 
Fremont — from this time addressed as military com- 
mandant of California, the date of his appointment to 
that position being September 2d — was sent to the 
Sacramento to recruit the army which was to conquer 
Mexico. It is not necessary to characterize the com- 
modore's project as a '*master-stroke of military sagac^ 
ity " with Lancey, or as the mad freak of an enthusiast 
seeking notoriety. Much would have depended on 
the result; and before much progress could be made 
news came that caused the scheme to be abandoned. 
At the end of September, John Brown arrived in all 
haste from Los Angeles with the report that the 
soiithern Californians had revolted, and that Grilles- 
pie's garrison was hard pressed by the foe. The 
courier, known as Juan Flaco, or Lean John, had 
made the distance from Angeles to San Francisco, 
about 500 miles, in six days, a feat which, variously 

^^Stocklon's RfpoH^'^. Sept 19th, Stockton to Mer\-ino—' confidentlar— 
announcing liia plan, and that Fi^mont had been aent to the north for recruits. 
Sept. 28th» S, to Fremont, * military cominanclaiit of the territory of CaL' 
Ansioua to kuow what hia prospects are for * recruiting my thousand men *— 
^private* — ia StocktOTt's Mil. and Nav. Oper., 14-15, Sept. 30th, S. to Mer- 
vine. laatructiona for the moveraenta of the SavarmaA, which vvaa to sail at 
once, Id.f 12-13. Oct. let, S. to Sec. Bancroft. 'I will send the Savannah 
on her cruise to-morrow, and the Portsmouth m a few daya; and will follow 
myaelf in the Congret^s as soon aa I can, to carry out ruy views in regard to 
Mesicoj with which I have not tliought it necessary or expedient to acquaint 
the department. Our new govt goes on welL , .If any chance is ^veu, 1 have 
no doobt an effort will be made by the Mexicans to recover the territory; 
troops are ready to come from Mexico, but if they are not seen on the way I'll 
make them fight their Urat battle at Acapulco, or between that and the city 
of Mexico-' Id., ]3-U. 



304 AFFAIRS IN" THE NORTH. 

exaggerated and misrepresented, has made the rider 
more or less famous.^'* Though Stockton did not 
attach great importance to the reported revolt, it was 
sufficient to distract his attention temporarily from 
his grand schemes of conquest; and he at once ordered 
Mervine to sail for San Pedro, to Gillespie's relief, 
which he did on the Savannah the 8th of October, ^^ 
Fremont was summoned from the Sacramento, and 
arrived at San Francisco on the 12tli with 160 men, 
who were embarked on the Sterling. This vessel with 
the Congress sailed next day for the south. Stock- 
ton, meeting the Barnstable with despatches from 
Maddox, touched at Monterey on the 16tli, landing a 

^^ Brown's own story, as quoted in Lancey's Cruise, 126-S, from the Stoch- 
fOYi S. Joaqnin HepirhUcan, 1850^ is in sulretanco as follows: With a package 
of ci©*rette3, the paper of each bearing the inscription, ' Believe thettearer/ 
and G-illespie^s aeal, he started at 8 P. m., Sept 24lJi, hotly pursued hj 15 
Mexicans- Hie horse, incited by a bullet through his body» cleared a ravine 
13 feet wide, and fell after mnimLg 2 milea ! Then he atarted on foot, carry- 
ing hia apurs for 27 miles to Lag Virgcncs. Here ho waa joined by Tom 
Lewis, and they reached Sta Eflrbarft at 11 f> m. of the 25tli, At the eam^ 
hour of the 26th, haviiig been furnished Loraes succeasively by Lieut Talbot, 
Thos Robbins, and L^wia Burton on showing the magic cigarettes, they 
camped between 8, Miguel and S, Luia Obispo, where Lewis gave outj but 
Brown started again next morning, and late at night reached Monterey. He 
wa^ offered $200 to go on to S. K; and started at annxise on a race-horse be* 
longing to Job Dye. Larkiii aided him at S. Joa^, where he was detained 4 
hours; and he reached Yerba Bnena. at 8 P. M. of the 28t]i— 030 miles in 4 
days I He slept on the beach, and noxt moming when the commodore's boat 
landed gave Stockton the rest of his cigarettes. Gillespie, in the Sac. StaUs- 
maw. May 6, 1858, gives a brief account, agreeing well enough with Brown's, 
except that the horse leaped into instead of acroas the ravine, breaking a leg, 
whereupon the courier bad to cany his saddle 4 miles to a rancho; and that 
he reached Monterey at night of the 2Sth, slept two hour?, and arrived at S. 
F. at snnriae of the 2IHh \ Phelps, Fore and Aft, 31 U15, tells ua that Stock- 
ton got the news on Oct, lat, when tbe courier was picked up drunk and car- 
ried to the flag-ship, where the cigarettes were found on him. Colton» Thr€^ 
Ytars, 64-^, notes Brown's arrival on the night of Sept. 29th, and his start 
before simnse on the 30th. He had ^ a few words over the aignature of the 
alcalde rolled in a cigar, which was fastened in hia hair. , .He rode the whole 
clistance (to Monterey), 400 miles, in 52 hours, during which time he had not 
slept'! Stockton in his reports aays the news was received on or flbont Sept, 
30th, Taking the authority of Gillespie and Brown for the date of the start, 
and that of Colton and Stockton for.tbat of the arrival, we have, as stated in 
my test, 6 days for the ride. But Bryant, What I Saw in Col., 327, says the 
courier arrived Oct. Ist; and it is to be noticed that Stockton in his order of 
Oct, lat to Mervine eays nothing to indicate that he had received tbe news. 
The Cal'fomian of Oct, 3d says he must have received the news on the morn- 
ing of the 1st. 

'•Gillespie, in Sac. SlaieamaUt May 6, 1858, claims that Mervine, having 
set sail on or about Oct. Ist, with a fine breeze, stopped at Sauzalito for some- 
frivolous thing, aa;d his departure was delayed for three days by a fog. 
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force for the protection of the town, and proceeded on 
his way. Fremont meanwhile met the Vandalia, 
learned that no horses could be obtained at Santa 
Barbara, and turned back to Montcrej, where he 
arrived on the 28th, to prepare for a march south- 
ward. He found awaiting him a commission as lieu- 
tenant-colonel in the army of the United States." 
His preparations and his expedition will be noticed 
later; it is now time to describe the revolt of the 
abajenos against the authority of their new masters-^* 

Gillespie had been left by Stockton as military com- 
mandant of the southj with a garrison of fifty men at 
Los Angeles. His instructions were to maintain mil- 
itary rule in accordance with the commodore's proc- 
lamation; but he was authorized to grant exemption 
from the more burdensome restrictions to quiet and 
well disposed citizens at his discretion; and a lenient 
policy in this respect was recommended. From a 
purely political point of view, Grilleapie's task waa not 
a difficult one; that is, there was no disposition on the 
part of the Angelinos to revolt against the new regime. 
In other respects, the prospect was less encouraging. 
My readers, familiar with Los Angeles annals, know 
that there waa an element in the population of the 
town that was turbulent, lawless, and hitherto uncon- 
trollable- That the new commandant could convert 

^''Monlerey Catifomian^ Oct. Bl, 1846; CoUtm'a Three Year$, 79-S2; 
Lancey's Crviset L32-3. The coTmni^on was signed by the president May 
29. 1846. 

1* TKe following extract from the Ccdifomifm of Oct 3d willehowhow tbo 
revolt wafire^rded in ihe norths 'We loamby the laatoouxier that there has 
been quite a disturbance at the pueblo below. The more sober portion of the 
community, it aeems, bad no participation in the frantic affeir. The principal 
actors in it are a claaa of hare-brained feUows who wanted a row, cost what it 
might. . ,Aa for any prolonged resistance to the existing lawa, there is not the 
shghtest probabOity of such a result- Had there been any serioua determi- 
nation to resist and maintain an attitude of hoatiLty, it would have showed it- 
self when Gen. Castro was there. -.We do not suppose that anyone engaged 
in this affair expects an ultimate triumph; nor do we suppose that he ha^ 
looked seriously into the conseqnences to himself. . .The ringleaders will be 
apprehended and tried under martial law, and may suffer death; so much for 
anaffair that can be of no benefit to any one, and mnst entail sorrow on many. 

The people of Monterey are wiser.' 
Hi9T. Cal., Yol. V. 20 
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these fellows into quiet citizens without a struggle waa 
not to be expected. Had he been the wisest of rulera, a 
conflict was inevitable; but the character and extent 
and results of the conflict depended largely upon his 
skill and prudence. Gillespie had no special qualifi- 
cations for his new position ; and his subordinates were 
still less fitted for their duties. They were disposed 
to look down upon Californians and Mexicans as an 
inferior race, as a cowardly foe that had submitted 
without resistance, as Indians or children to be kept 
in subjection by arbitrary rules. They were moreover 
suspicious, and inclined to interfere needlessly with 
the people*s amusements, and with the actions of in- 
dividuals. Little account was taken of national habits 
and peculiarities. In a few weeks many good citizens, 
though not perhaps of the best, who, though content 
with the change of government, had no desire to be 
at once fully Americanized in their methods of life 
by process of law, were prejudiced against Gill^pie, 
characterizing his treatment of themselves or of their 
friends in the enforcement of police regulations as op- 
pressive tyranny. Then came some open manifestations 
of lawlessness, to which the commandant was too ready 
to impute a political aignificance. Arrests were freely 
made; and the people found themselves branded as 
rebels before they had really thought of rebellion. A 
few ambitious Mexican oflficers gladly took advantage 
of the opportunity to foment the excitement; a degree 
of success at first turned the heads of the ignorant 
populace; many were led to believe that their coun- 
try might yet be recovered; and others were either 
blinded by their dishke of the men placed over them, 
or had not the courage to resist the popular current. 
The result was an actual revolt; and there can be lit- 
tle doubt that Gillespie and his men were largely 
responsible for this result. ^^ 

"COToncl, Cosas de Cal., MS., 79-80, tells ua th^t GiUespio from the first 
dictated needlessly oppreasive measures; that two persona ahoald not goabout 
the streets togetherj that under no pretext most the people have reunions at 
their homes; that provision -shops must be closed at sundown; that liquor 
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Serbulo Varela, a wild and unmanageable young fel- 
low, though not a bad man at heart, whom the reader 
already knows as a leader in several popular tumults 
at Angeles under Mexican rule, soon became involved 
in difficulties with Gillespie, doubtless because he was 
unwillingr to submit to police regulations — though 
no details are known, Varela thereupon became a 
kind of outlaw, ranging about the vicinity of the 
tpwn, keeping out of the reach of Gillespie's men, 
but annoying them in every possible way, A dozen 
kindred spirits joined him, irresponsible fellows, but 
each controlJing a few followers of the lower class; 

ehoald not be sold without hU permiaBioa; alao decidiiig petty co^es instead 
of leaviDg them to the jueces de p&z, aearchmg hou^ea for weapcnSj ajid im- 
priaoning Rico and others on mere suHpicion. In short, he bo oppressed the 
people tb^it he came to he regarded aa a tryant; and after the first trouhlea 
with Varela, redoubled hi& peraecntioiis and drove many to join the rebels, 
Francisco EicOt Memorial, MiS. , 25-6^ saya that be waa impriaoned for 80 daya 
because he could tell nothing of the whereabouts and intentions of Kamon 
Carrillo, B. D. Wilson, ObservoHonSf MS., 66-7, was told by the foreignera 
who carine to his rancho Hhart Giilespie'H conduct had been bo deapotio and 
uQJustiHable that the people had risen. . .He had established very obnoxious 
regolatioua, and upon Irivoloue pretexts had the most reepectable raen in the 
community arrested and brought before him for no other purpose than to hu- 
mihate them, aa they thought. Of the truth of this I haa uo doubt then and 
I have none now. The people had given no just caase for the conduct he 
pursued, which seemed to oe altogether the efiect of vanity and want of 
jndgment.' Temple^ Recolkctiom, MS-^ 10-11, takes the same view of the 
nmtter, John Forster, Pioneer Data, MS., 36-7, thinks there would have 
been no difficulty if Gillespie bad been less exacting and despotic. Avila, 
Nota-% MS., 29t attributes the revolt to the same cause. Larkin, during hia 
later impriaonment, waa told by the oncers that GlQeBpie^a rigid discipline 
and ignorance of Spanish custonisand character had forced the people to take 
up arms. Larkin's Qf. Corresp., MS., ii. S9. 'The discontent was caused by 
the iU-adviaed acts of some oi the American officers left in charge of the little 
garrisons. . .Gillespie, with an insignificant and undisdpliued military force, 
attempted by a coercive ayatem to eflect a moral and social change in the 
habits, diversions, and paatimes of the people, and reduce them to hia stand- 
ard of propriety. The result of this injudicious effort waa the rebellion. * Lo9 
Angeles Hisl. J 17- Lieut Wise, Los QrtJigos, 44-5, attributes the revolt to 
the fact that *the natives had been confounded and bewildered by apeeches 
and proclamations, * etc. ; and ' the banding together of a few mongrel bodies 
of volunteers, who enhanced the pleasure of their otherwise agreeable society 
by pillaging the uativea of horses, cattle, etc., in qnite a mara^vdiug, bucca- 
neering, independent way; ali of conrse under the apparent legal sanction of 
the U. S.' See alao Dicc^ Univ., US., viii. 157-8; Qv£rra, Apuntes, 355; For- 
ttr's Los Angeks in 1347, etc., 42-3, Lancey, Cruise, 124, tells ua that Pio 
Pico and Jos^ M, Flores, 'these treacherous enemies of the U, S., . , .secretly 
collected together the remnant of their former army, and resolved upon 
another effort to expel the Americana,' took advantage of Stockton's absence, 
and suddenly appeared before Los Angeles with 500 men. This, in substance, 
may he called tne current version, except in respect to Pico's name, 
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and these men soon began to dream of raising a force 
to attack the garrison, and repeat some of their ex- 
ploits of earlier years,^ It is even said that one of 
the number, Manuel Cantua, was for a time jocosely 
termed by his companions, governor of Californial 
Several of the ringleaders were Sonorans, and others 
Mexicans, Gillespie, choosing to regard the opera- 
tions of these marauders as a treacherous rebellion of 
the Califomians, greatly aided their cause by his op- 
pressive and arbitrary measures. Many citizens fled 
to the ranchos to await further developments, having 
no sympathy for the comandante, even if they hjid 
not much for Varela, 

About the middle of September a detachment of 
the garrison had been sent to San Diego under Eze- 
kiel Merritt; and before daylight on the 23d Varela, 
with perhaps twenty companions, made a sudden at- 
tack on the adobe building in which the rest wero 
posted. The Califomians had no intention of fighting, 
but by the suddenness of the assault, by dischai^inaf 
a few mustetsj and by shouts and beating of drums, 
they hoped perhaps to surprise and capture the post, 
as they had been wont to do in earlier days, or at 
least to impress both the garrison and the citizens 
with the idea that their movement was a formidable 
one- But G-illcspie's men, whatever their faults, wore 
not to be defeated b}^ noise, and a volley of rifle-balls, 
followed the fleeing assailants, one of whom was 

'^The earliest definite record of tTiese operations ia on Sept. 6th, wli*m 
Bonifacio Olivares wrote to Salvador Vallejo: 'Your friend Cantua and 1 
have thought of giving rentaaos to the aailora who took Los Angeles. Capt, 
Noriega and Florea are coming; if you. also come, we will all vote for you to 
conuoand and pnniah thoaailors. We havclaiiccsaTid reatas here.' *P.fS. All 
that my compalire saya ia true, and 1^ who command moro than ho, also Bay 
it, at the request of M. Oantiia^ Bionisio Reyea.* Origiual in LaridrCs Doo,, 
MS., iv. 274. Sept. 15th, Gilieapie writea Fitch: 'Election for alcalde going^ 
on, hut only 20 Totera have appeared. The party of SonoreooH who are dis- 
posed to diatnrb th© peace proves to be quito smalL I know the names of 
the ringleaders, who will not long be at liberty.* i^ifcA, jDoc, MS,, 402. The 
original rebels included S^rbulo Varelap Hilario Varela, Manuel Cantua, Pedro 
Konicro, J. B. Moreno, Rijmon Carrillo, Pablo Vijar, Nicolaa HermoaillOj 
LeoTkardo Higucra, Gregorio Atenaio, Bonifacio Olivarca, Dioniaio Eeycs, 
Urita Vald^, etc. 
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'wounded in the foot.^^ After daylight Lieutenaut 
Ilensley was seat out to mate a raid about the suburbs 
of the town. The assailants of the night kept out of 
his way, as did most residents, though a few were ar- 
rested at their homes; but this raid, together with 
VareWtii demonstration, had the effect contemplated 
by the latter^ to transform his movement into a gen- 
eral revolt. The Californians with few exceptions 
were persuaded that war had broken out anew, and 
that patriotism requii-cd them to take sides against 
the foreign invaders. Varela's force was speeddy in- 
creased to nearly 300 men, divided in bands of which 
his original associates styled themselves captains. But 
the chief places were now assumed by Castro's old 
officers. It Is not impossible that some of them may 
have had an understanding with Varela and the others 
from the first; but there is no proof that such was the 
-case. Most of these officers were under parole not 
io serve against the Americans; and by their act, ac- 
cording to military law, they disgraced themselves 
and forfeited their lives; yet they justified their con- 
duet on the plea that Gillespie by his persecution had 
virtually renewed hostilities and released them from 
their parole* Captain Jos^ Maria Flores, one of the 
paroled officers, and one who had narrowly escaped 
arrest, was chosen to act as comandante general; Jos6 
Antonio Carrillo was made second in command, resum- 
ing his old rank of mayor general; while Captain An- 
dres Pico, as comandaMede esouadronj took the third 

"Gilleapie aays: *0n the 22d at 3 o'clock in the morning a party of 65 
Califomiaoa and SonareDOS made an attack upon my small comoiand quartered 
in the government house. We were not wholly unpreparedj and with 21 
rifles we beat them back without loss to ouraelvea, killing and wounding three 
of their number, Wlien daylight came Lieut Heneley with a few men took 
several prisooera, and drove the Californiens from the to\Fn. This party waa 
merely the nucleua of a revolution commenced and known to Col. Fremont 
before he left Lo3 Angeles. In 24 hours 600 well mounted horsemen, and 
tarmed?) with escopetaa, lancea, ajidone tiuo brass piece of light artillery, sur^ 
lounded Lo3 Angeles and Bummoued ni.e to surrender. There were three oM 
honey-combed iron guns (spiked) in, the corral of my quarters, which we at 
onee cieaied and mounted upon the axles of carts/ etc. Sac, SlcUesmaUt May 
6, 1858. It ia very improbable, to say the least, that no gun in. working order 
had been left for Gillespie by Stockton, 
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place. It is not to be supposed that the leaders had 
any confidence in their ability to defeat the Ameri- 
cans; but they thought the fate of California would 
be decided by national treaty, and if it remained a 
Mexican territory, their efforts would give them glory^ 
and influence in the future. In any event, temporary 
prominence and power could be secured, and if the 
worst came, they could retreat to Sonora, 

The main camp of the rebels, where the final organ- 
ization was effected, was at the place called Paredoii 
Bianco, just outside the town. On September 24th 
was issued a proclamation, or plan^ which I give be- 
low. ^^ It was a document of the stereotyped order, 



^ PrmWT^cioTJtiento de Varela y otrot Cali/ormia contra los Americo^fios, 
dt SeL 1848, MS.; English tranelatioTi in 8o^'» Amals 113-14; Stodaon'» 
MiL and Naval OperatioitSt 15-16 — the latter, followed by other authorities, 
dating it Oct, I at, from a. certified copy issued Ly FloreB on that dat«, 

^Qtizena: For a mouth and a half, by a lamontahle fatality resulting from 
the cowardice Bmd Incoinpetence of the departuteut^a chief authoritiea, we see 
ourselves subjugated ana oppressed by an insignificant force of adventurers 
from the U. ^. of N. America^ wtio» |iQttin}jii8 in a condition woi^ tlian that 
o£ slaves, are dictating to us despotic tmd arbitrary laws, by which, loading 
ua with contributions and onerons tares, they wish to destroy our industries 
and ^^cnlture, and to compel us to abandon our property^, to he taken an<l 
divided among themselves. And shall we be capabZa of permitting ourselves 
to be subjugated, and to accept in dlenoo the heavy chain of slavery? Shall 
we lose the soil inherited from our fathers, which cost them so much blood? 
Shall we leave our families victims of the moat barbarous servitude? Shall 
we wait to see our wives violated, our innocent children beaten by the Amer- 
ican whip, our property aaclied, our temples profaned, to drag out a life full 
of shame and disgrace? Nol A thousand times uol CompatriotSf death 
rather than thati Wlio of you dof^ not feel his heart beat and his blood 
boil on contemplatLug our situation? Wlio will bo the Mojican that will not 
be indignant, and rise in arms to destroy our oppressors? We believe thero 
will be not one so vile and cowardly. Therefore, the majority of the inhab- 
itants of this district, justly indignant at our tyrants, we raise the cry of war, 
and with arms in onr hands, we swear with one accord to fia^)ort the follow- 
ingorticles: 1. We, all tho inhabitants of the department of Cai., as members 
of the great Mexican nation^ declare that it is and has been our wish to be- 
long to her alone, free and independent. 2, Therefore the intrusive author- 
ities appointed by the invading forces of the U, S. are held as null and void. 
3. All North Americans being foes of Mexico, we swear not to lay down onr 
arms until we see them ejected from Mexican soil 4. Every Mexican citi- 
zen from 15 to 60 years of age w^ho does not take up arms to cany out this 
Stlon is declared a traitor, under penalty of death. 5. Every Mexican or 
oreigner who may directly or indirectly aid the foes of Mexico wilZ be pun- 
ished in the same manner. 6- All property of resident North Americans 
who may have directly or indirectly taken pai^t with or aided the enemies of 
Mexico will be confiscated and used for the expenses of the war, and their 
persons will he sent to the interior of the republic. 7. All who may oppose 
the present plan will be punished with arms [put to death], 8. All inhab- 
itants of Sta Barbara and the northern district will be immediately invited 
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containing a recital of wroags In wliich a meagre silt- 
stratum of fact was eked out with much that was im- 
aginary; a florid appeal to Mexican patriotism; a 
threat of vengeance on the oppressors and punish- 
ment to all who might either give aid to the foe or 
fail to support the cause of freedom. It was signed 
by Varela and more than 300 others; possibly not 
receiving the signature of General Flores until a day 
or two later. Meanwhile the garrison was summone<l 
to surrender, and the town was surrounded, and in a 
sense besieged by the Californians. It does not 
clearly appear that there was any fighting, though 
some say that Gillespie's men made several sorties, 
the well mounted natives keeping beyond the reach 
of rifle-bullets, and confining their efforts to stamped- 
ing the horees, cutting off supplies, completing their 
own preparations, and annoying the Americans aa 
much as possible.^ On the 24th, as we have seen, 
Juan Flaco started with the news of Gillespie's posi- 
tion for Monterey and San Francisco, 

The first 'battle' of this rebellion — or the second if 
we count Varela's demonstration against Gillespie — 

lo accede to this plan. Camp near hon Angelea, Sept 24, 1846. S^rbulo 
Varela [written Barelaaji Leonardo Cota [ajid over 300 others]/ 

'^Ou the eveuta of these and the following days much infomiation is de- 
rived from tne following works: Coroitel, Ocsaa de Cal.^ MS., B0-l07;^LugOt 

Vida, MS., 32-67; Rko, Mem., MS.. 26-35; Botelh, Anaies,MB., 142-54; 

Wils&a'^ Obaerv., MS., 66-91; Forster'^ Pioneer Data, MS., 35-43; V^ar, 
ifft^erdofl, MS., 44-64; Mormo, Titia, MS., 13-23, 35; H^ife'eCa^., MS.,27- 
35; Oarda, ^tisodioftt MS., 8-18; Castro, Servictos^ MS,; Pf*htnares, Mem-t 
MS., 58-76; Jans^ms, Vida, MS., 189-93: Streeier's Recoil., MS., 63-75. 
Manuel Castro to Pio Pico, in Doc. Hi&t. Col,, MS., iii. 292; Foster's AngtUs 
in '47y MS., 21-45; Arw^ JRecuerdos, MS., 55-7, 94^-5; Ord, OcurrencioB, 
MS,, lS4r^i Vega, Vida, MS., 50-7; Lee Angdes OrMica, May 23-6, 1S77; 
Hayes^ Scraps, Col. N'otes, iii. 35; DaiHs* Olimpseif, MS., 351-4; OMo, Hist. 
CaL, MS., 480-5. Most of the writers cited were actors in the events de- 
scribed. Their teatimony shows no important discrepancies, except in mi- 
nute personal details, wMch cannot be presented in the space at my com- 
mand. See Mexican accounts in. Dici'ionario Universal, Tiii. 157-9; GtLemif 
ApunUs^ 355^1; and especially Busiamante, Mem^ Hik^ M&c., MS., v. 218, 
242-3; vi. 41-4. At first Don Girloa Marfa took great comfort froni the 
news that the Anglo-American garrison of 250 men had been killed d pcdos 
in ^ revolt of the towni ^Lcccion terrible para loB opresorcB, y queles bajar^ 
UQ tanto an orgullo^ 1 But his later news, thou^ always exaggerated, waa 
much more accurate. Printed accounts byAmencani7riterH,asaru1e, barely 
mention the revolt, reserving details so long as reverses continued. 
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■was fought at the Chino rancho of Isaac Wilhams, 
about twenty-five miles east of Los Angeles, on Sep- 
tember 26th— 27th. Benito Wilson had been put by 
Stockton in command of some twenty foreigners to 
protect the San Bernardino frontier, both against the 
Indians and against hostile parties that Castro might 
send from Sonora, if he had crossed the Colorado at 
all, which was at first doubted. Wilson went to his 
own ranchoofJurupa, whence he visited the different 
rancherias of Indians, satisfied himself that Castro 
had really departed, and made a hunting tour. On 
his return to Jurupa he was met by David Alexander 
and John Rowland, who brought news of the rising 
in town, and also an invitation for the company to go 
to Chino, This invitation was accepted the more 
readily because they bad used up nearly all their 
ammunition in hunting; but on reaching Chino, con- 
trary to their expectations, they found that Williams 
had no powder. By some it was thought best to 
leave the rancho for the mountains, whence an at- 
tempt might be made to join the garrison in town; 
but most declared that their ammunition was suf- 
ficient for the few shots needed to defeat a Californian 
foe, and it was decided to withstand a siege. That 
same afternoon the Califoruians approached ; and Isaac 
Callaghan, who was sent out to reconnoitre, oame back 
with a bullet in his arm,^* 

S^rbulo Varela, Diego Sopiilveda, and Ramon Car- 
rillo had been despatched from the Paredon Blanco 
with fifty men or more against Wilson, Josd del 
CdrmenLugo, already in command of fifteen ortwen- 
tv men on the San Bernardino frontier, with instruc- 

^* Wilson*a ObsercatioTts, MS., is the moat detailed and complete narra- 
tion of the whole aflair, supported in moat respecta by other authorities. 
Such support is, however, for the most part wanting to WUson'a charge that 
Williams was a traitor; that he euticod them to Chino hy the statement 
that he had plenty of ammunition; that, while pretending to send a message 
from Wilson to Gillespie, he directed the courier, Fiilix Gallardo, to deliver 
it to Flores ; and in fact, that aU his efforts were directed to gaining Flores' 
good-will by the sacnficoof his countrymen. Michael White, Cal., M9-, 27» 
etc., gires a similar version. Some others state that Williwas took no part 
in the fit;ht, actingin a cowardly manner. 
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tione to watch the foreigners, also marched to Chino, 
Lugo claims to have arrived first, and to have been 
joined by Varela late in the night, which was proba- 
bly true»^ The Americans were summoned to sur- 
render, and perhaps a few shots were exchanged that 
evening, the 26thj though witnesses do not agree on 
that point There was but Httle ammunition on 
either side; and the Californians lacked weapons also. 
The rancho house was of adobe, surrounding a large 
interior court-yard, having but few windows or other 
openings in the thick walls, and roofed with asphal- 
tum- The whole was nearly enclosed with a ditch 
and adobe fence. About dawn on the 27thj the Cali- 
fornians, many of them on horseback, made a rush for 
the house, the movement being accompanied and fol- 
lowed by a discharge of fire-arms on both sides. Sev- 
eral horses fell in leaping the ditch or fence, throwinj 
their riders, two or three of whom were wounded, aa< 
one, Cdrlos BallesteroSj killed by a rifle-ball, Inside 
the house three were wounded, Perdue, Skene, and 
Harbin, the two first-named somewhat seriously.^^ 
There was time but for few shots, for the assailants 
reached a position close under the walls of the build- 
ing, where they could not be seen. Their next step 
was to fire the roof. The owner of the rancho pre- 
sented himself with his small children, whose uncles, 
the Lugos, were among the assailants, and begged 
that their lives might be spared. Varela appeared at 
the main entrance, and called upon the Americans to 
surrender, promising them protection as prisoners of 
war. The terms were accepted; Wilson's men gave 

"^^lAigo, Vidade un Ha^ckeroj ilS., .li, etc. Wilson and Coronel confirm 
Logo's statement to a certain estent. FrancUcf* Palomarea^ Memorian, MS., 
58, etc, claims to have been second in commaiid, Rico Et-ites, and some 
others imply, that Ramon CarriUo was the leader. 

"Stepnen C. Foster, Angdes '^7^9, MS., 2rj, etc., ^vcs many particulars 
of the fight, and the actions of particnlar individuals, obtained from men who 
took part in the affair, sltt months later. Ho describes the firing to have been 
done chiefly after the Californians had reached the hoase^ they creeping along 
tho walla, and eichanging shots at cloau range through the port-holes, 
Skene was wounded by a young Lugo, whose father later cared for the 
wonDded man. 
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themselv^ up;^ Varela's force set to work to extin- 
guish the fire and secure the plunder; and soon all 
were on the road to Loa Angeles, Sepiilveda and 
his men in the advance party, and in charge of most 
of the prisoners, proposed to shoot the latter in re- 
venge for the death of Ballesterosj but Varela inter- 
posed his authority, and by the utmost efforts saved 
their lives. They were turned over to Floras, and 
eight or ten of the most prominent at least were kept 
in captivity until January 1847. The rest were 
probably exchanged for those whom Gillespie had 
arrested, though there is no agreement in the testi- 
mony on this point.^ 

Gillespie and his men Were now posted on Fort Hill, 
where some guns were mounted! Whether he also 
still held possession of the old barracks is not clear. 
Hia position was becoming critical. Xhe Califomians, 
though poorly provided with arms and ammunition, 
had plenty of food and horses, were flushed with their 

^The membera of this party bo i^r as known were B. D, Wilaon, Isaac 
Williams, David W, Alciaoder, John Eowland, Lonis Robidons, Joseph 
Perdue, Wm Skene, laaao CalUgbajif Kvaji Callaghan^ Michael White, Matt- 
Harbin, George Walters. Also named on doubtful authority, Dotaon, Godey, 
Warner. 

"^Michael White is positive that itwaa CarriUoand notVarela who pre- 
vented their beii^ killed. Lugo claims to have been chief in commaud 
throughout the afrair, and to have had charge later o£ those prisoners wbobad 
not been exchanged. V4jar names Gerdnimo Ibarra as one of the wounded. 
He also claims to have had much to-do himself with saving the prisoners' 
lives. Several state that the prisoners were exchanged. Coronel thinks 
that some of them were reZeased on parole. Foster says much of A. M. La^ 
go's attentions to the wounded, and of his offer to go bail for all. According 
to Wilson, they were kept at the camp, at Belle's Height^ in a small adobe 
house, until GiUespie^a departure? then taken into town, where the wounded 
wero treated by Dr Den; and all received much aid and attention from 
Eulogio CMlis, while Steams and other Americans did not make their appear- 
ance. Plores offered to release them ou a solemn promise not to bear arms 
or use their influence infavor of theTJ. S., which they declined. Thenaplau 
was formed to send them to Mesico, which, was prevented by a revolt, of 
which more anon. They were sent to S. Gabriel for a few days, being nrac- 
tically free, but were brought back to prison. Later they were sent for a 
time to Temple*a rancho of Los Cerritoa, This was while Stockton was at 
S. Pedro. Tneo they returned to their town prison^ but were kindly treated, 
until Stockton's second entry into Angeles. Willard Buzzell, in a newspaper 
account found in Hat/es^ Scrapa, Cal, Notes, iiL 35, says that 13 of Gillespie's 
prisoners were exchanged for a like number of the Chino men. Buz^ll waa 
with Gillespie, but his narrative is in some respects very inaccurate. 
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victory at Chino, were bitter against Gillespie on old 
scores, besides having the death of Ballesteros — a 
young man who was liked and respected by all — to 
avenge, and outnumbered the Americans ten to one. 
Even if Juan Flaco had succeeded in his mission, 
which could not be known, it would be long before re- 
lief could be expected. Meanwhile Florea renewed 
his demands for a surrender; and finally offered to 
permit the garrison to march unmolested to San Pe- 
dro, if they would abandon their post in the city. 
Wilson, at Flores' request, made known the proposal 
to Gillespie, and with it sent hia own advice in favor 
of its being accepted, on the ground that the post 
could not be held, that there was great danger of all 
losing their lives in the impending attack, and that 
by holding out, no good, but rather harm, would result 
to American residents of the south, Gillespie accept- 
ed the offer; marched out with all the honors of war, 
hie colors flying and drums beating;, arrived at Sau 
Pedro without molestation ; and four or five days later 
embarked on the merchant ship Vandalia, which, 
however, did not at once leave the port He was ac- 
companied by a few American citizens, and also prob- 
ably by a dozen of the Chlno prisoners, for whom he 
had exchanged a like number of Californians under 
arrest. The capitulation was in the last days of Sep- 
tember, and the embarkation the 4th of October,^ 
There Is a general agreement that Gillespie promised 
to deliver his field-pieces at San Pedro, but broke his 
promise by leaving them on shore spiked and useless. 
The terms of the capitulation, however, if they were 
put in writing at all, are not extani^ 

^GillMpie Baya he marcbed to 3. Fedro on Sept. 2dthi Wilson thinks it 
WQA on the 2Sth; and several Californians make it the 30tb- I find no doou- 

inent to settle it. 

*° In addition to the Calif omi&na, Bidwell, Buzzell, and other AmericuiB 
confirm l^e spiking of the gniis. Gillespie himaelf implies that by the treaty 
he waa to remain onshore at S. Pedro; but says that, 'Plores having broken 
tho treaty by stopping ray supply of water, I safely embarked my party on 
boaxd the VandaMtt, which 1 had detained to cover my retreat/ It is un- 
likely that Florea permitted the Americans to remain at S. Pedro. Possibly 
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The garrison of Los Angeles being thus disposed 
of, there remained the posts of Santa Barbara and 
San Diego to be reoccupied by the Californians. 
Manuel Garfias was despatched to Santa Birbara 
with a small force, to be increased by enlistments in 
that region. It was not doubted that Talbot and his 
nine men*^ would bo willing to depart on the same 
terms as Gillespie; but Garfias carried a demand for 
surrender on parole. He sent the demand on ai- 
rival, the messenger being accompanied by a small 
guard, and two hours were allowed for decision. The 
date is not exactly known, perhaps the 1st or 2d of 
October,^ and it was nearly dark. Residents of the 
place had warned the garrison in advance, and now 
advised a surrender; but Talbot and his men decided 
to run away, and thus avoid the necessity of a parole, 
Thoy started at once, met with no opposition from 
the guard,^ and gained the mountains. They were 
experienced mountaineers, though few were over 
twenty years of age. They remained a week in sight 
of the town, thinking that a man-of-war might appear 
to retake the post. Their presence was revealed to 

Oillespi^ had agreed to embark at once, bnfc delaying on one pretext or 
another, liad his water aapply cut off to hapten Mb movements, seizing upon 
thia act as an excuse for spiking the guns, Eico claims to have been sent to 
S. Pedn^ with a message to Gillespie that if he did not embark at once as he 
liad promised he would be attacked. 

'^They were Theodore Talbot^ Thomas E. Breckenridge, Eugene Eusaell. 
Charles Soriver, John Stevens, Joseph Moulton, Francia Briggs, Durand, 
William, a Chinook Indian, and Mannel, a Kew MeTrican. Testimony of 
Bussell and Breckenridge in FrimonCs C'lL Claims, 52-4. 

'^Russell and Brockonridge speak of having been 34 days on the journey 
from Sta Barbara to Monterey. This would make the date of starting Sept, 
t27th or Oct. 4thj according as wc include or not the S days spent at thft 
mauDtain camp in sight of Sta. Barbara. 

^ Phelps, F6re and Afi^ 313-14, tells how they marched ont, one of their 
number sick. Thoy formed in line, their backs against the wall, and told 
the foe they were ready, daring them to advance, calling them cowards, 
' laughing them to scorn, * etc. ^finding they would not fight» Talbot marched 
off in a noUow isquare, followed by the ^cabaleroa/ who reviled the brave 
squad but dared not attack them ! All this is purely imaginary. A letter of 
Nov. 15th to the Boston TravtUtr, reprinted in NUcii^ Beg., Imi. 81. gives 
an account similar to that of Phelps. Evidently some of Talbot's men on 
arrival at Monterey indulged in the trappers' propensity for story-telling. 
Streeter, BetoU., MS., 55-63, says that all the men hut one, Russell^ favored 
surrender at £rst; but as he deelared hia purpose to eacape, "^e rest concluded 
to go witJi him. 
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Californians by their attempts to obtain cattle and 
sheep at night; and then some efforts were made to 
hasten their movements. A party sent out for this 
pmpose once came so near the American camp that a 
horse was killed by a rifle-ball; American residents, 
apparently Robbins and Hill, were sent with new 
demands for surrender; and "finally, just after Talbot*s 
men had left their camp, fire was set to the mountain 
chaparral, with a view to drive them out. They 
crossed the mountains, receiving aid and guidance 
from a Spanish ranehero, reached the Tulares, and 
proceeded to Monterey, where they arrived November 
8th, having sufiered many hardships on the long jour- 
ney-" After Talbot's flight, American residents of 
the Santa Bdrbara region were arrested, most being 
paroled, and a few apparently sent to Los Angeles 
as prisoners. A small garrison was left at the town, 
and another at San Buenaventura; all under the 
command of Lieutenant-colonel Gumesindo Flores; 
while 40 or 50 men were recruited for Flores' army,^ 
At San DiegOj as we have seen, no garrison had 
been left at first; but about September 15th, at the 
request of Fitch, who reported symptoms of disorder, 
Ezckiel Merritt was sent \vith a dozen men by Gilles- 
pie to protect the place.^^ Immediately after Gil- 
lespie's retreat^ and at the same time that Garfias was 
sent to Santa Barbara, Francisco Rico marched for 
San Diego with fifty men. At his approach Bidwell 

'* Arrival at Monterey noted in Monterey CdiifomUm, Nov. 14th- Lan- 
cey, CruUe, ISCH^ quotes Talbot, aoorce not mentioned: *I saffered more 
from downright Ht&rvatiou, cold^ nakedne^, a^d evory sort of privatLoii, 
than in any other trip I have yet made^ and I have had some rongh on^a. ' 
Most of the authorities I have cited on tho Flores revolt also mention briefly 
Talbot's retreat. 

'* Nidever, Lift and Adven^^ JIS., 116-27, and Dittmaun, Narraiivej 
MS., 37-9, arrivea at- Sto, Barbara with Wm Fife from a hunting tour juat 
niter Talbot's departure. They were arrested, but Fife and Dittmaun, not 
being Americans, were released. Nidever waa seat to Angeloa, but ran 
away and kept Md until Fremont came south. He givea many details of 
hi^ peraonat adveaturea in themoan time, all etriotly true, aaitia to be hoped. 

*^Sept. 13th, Gillespie to Fitch, who wa« to furnish ppovisions. MlcK Doc.^ 
MS., 400. Sept. 15tb, Id. to Id., aud Eidweli to Fitch. Id., 401-2. Met- 
ritt'a party was expected on the IGfch. 
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left San Luis Rey and joined Merritt's party. They 
were also joined by a few native citizens, and all went 
on board the Stonington, a whaler lying at anchor in 
the bay, taking with them some cannon dug up at 
the old fort Rico, however, did not reach San Di- 
ego, being recalled in great haste from Santa Marga- 
rita; but it appears that a few mounted Californians 
of the district appeared on the hills from time to time, 
with sufficient demonstrations of hostility to keep the 
Americans on board their vessel for about twenty 
days,®' 

N^early all the male inhabitants of southern Cali- 
fornia were now, in a certain sense, engaged as sol- 
diers in the revolt; but less than 200 were kept 
actually in service, the rest being warned to hold 
themselves in readiness for the time of need. In fact, 
200 men, or half that number, were more than could 
be armed and equipped. The country was ransacked 
for old muskets, pistols, and lances, with indifferent 
success. An old four-pounder, that had formerly 
served on festive occasions for the firing of salutes, 
was dug up from the gurden of Inocencia Reyes, 
where it bad been buried on Stockton's first ap- 
proach; and this was mounted on a pair of wagon- 
wheels by an English carpenter. Powder was still 
more scarce than weapons; only enough for a few 
charges of the pedra^o could be procured; and to sup- 
ply the want a quantity of very inferior quality was 
manufactured at San Gabriel. News soon came that 
the Americans had landed at San Pedro; and Jose 
Antonio Carrillo was despatched in haste with fifty 
horsemen to reconnoitre and harass the foe; while 
Flores was to follow with the gum Captain Mer- 
vine, having left San Francisco on the Savannah Oc- 
tober 4th, reached San Pedro on the 6th, and imme- 
diately landed about 350 men, who were joined by 

>" Hico, Metnorias, M9,» 30; Bidw^Vs Col. in IS4I-S, MS., J83-90; Dkc 
Univ^i viii. 153. 
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Gillespie's men from the Vandalia. On the 7th they 
began their march to Los Angeles. They took no 
cannon from the ship; and they could find no horses; 
but they remembered Stockton's former march, and 
had no doubt the Californians would run at their ap- 
proach. In the afternoon they began to see mounted 
men of Carrillo's advance guard, with whom a few 
shots were exchanged, one of the CaHfornians being 
slightly wounded. At night the Americans occupied 
the buildings of the Dominguez rancho; and before 
midnight Flores joined Carrulo with sixty men, bring- 
ing also the field-piece. There was more or leas firing 
during the night, with no other effect than that of 
keeping Mervine's party on the alert. Early the next 
morning, October 8th, Flores retired with twenty men, 
leaving orders to risk no general engagement, but to 
harass and delay the foe as much as possible. Soon 
the Americans advanced, the marines and searami 
forming a solid square in the centre, while Gillespie's 

party acted as skirmishers on the right and left. Car- 
rillo also divided his force into three bodies, about 
forty on each flank, and ten with the gun in the cen* 
tre. When Mervine came near, the gun was fired by 
Ignacio Aguilar, and was immediately dragged away 
by reatas attached to the horsemen's saddles, to be re- 
loaded at a safe distance. This operation was re- 
peated some half a dozen times in less than an hour. 
The first discharges did no harm, since the home-made 
powder was used; but at last the gun was properly 
loaded, and the solid column affording an excellent 
target, each shot was effective. Six were killed and 
as many wounded, if indeed the loss of the Ameri- 
cans was not still greater.^ No one was hurt on the 

" ' Four killed and several wounded/ or 'aeveral men killed and "wounded, ' 
U all that Stot^ton eays. Report, 42; Mil. and Nav. Op.^ 10. No official 
report by Mervine is extant, &o far aa I know. Six killed and 6 wounded 
ia the e^temcnt in Gutta' Conq., 127-^, ^and most ofton repeated. Gtllespic, 
SctcramerUo Slaieamant May G, 1858, says that Mervine lost 13. Several Cal- 
ifomaanB state tbat 12 or 13 were killed, baaing their f^tatement on the ac- 
count of the man employed to move the remains. Carrillo, id his official re- 
port, gave 7 as the number of slain. Flores, in hia report, says they were 12. 
Phelpa says 7 or 8. 
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Californian side. The sailors advanced bravely, but 
in this peculiar warfare bravery was of no avail. 
Mervine soon perceived that the pursuit of flying 
artillery and cavalry by marines on foot could only 
result in useless slaughter; he had no means of know- 
ing, what was indeed true, that the enemy had burned 

all their effective powder, and could no lono^er oppose 
his advance ; and he accordingly retreated to San Pedro 

and reembarked. The dead and wounded were carried 
by their companions; and the former were buried on 
the little island before and since known as Isia de los 
Muertos. The Californians claim that Mervine left be- 
hind him a quantity of useful articles, including a flag,"* 

During the rest of October a large part of the Cal- 
ifornian army, or about one hundred men, was kept 
between Angeles and San Pedro, the chief encamp- 
ment being at Temple's rancho of Los Cerrltos, and a 
small detachment being stationed at Sepdlveda's 
rancho of Palos Verdes, near the anchorage. Tho 
men had nothing to do but to watch the Savannah; 
and the leaders were able to devote their attention to 
perfecting the machinery of their new government, 
and to the more difficult task of obtaining resources 
for future warfare. Archives of the Flores regime 
have for the most part disappeared; but enough re- 
main in my collection from private sources to show 
the purport of the general's measures.*" The plan 

^Oarritlot Accion de San Pedro contra los Americanos, 8 de Oct. 18^, 
MS. The original official report, dated at 8. Tedro Oct. 8th ; also printed in 
El SonortTi^^ Jan. 8, 1847- Florea^ congratulatory proclamation announcing 
the victory is in Janssens, Doc, MS.j 1^20. There is a general agreement 
among tho different authorities on the general featurea of tiiia battle^ thougt 
there ia naturally much exaggeration of the forcoa engaged on tho opposite 
side, especially by American writcra. A newspaper item relates that Mer- 
vine, before starting on hia march, made a speech to his men^ alluding^ among 
other tliinga, to the grapes they would find at Loa Augclea. This remark waa 
afterward connected by the men with the *grape* fired from the cannon; and 
*Capt. Mervinc'a grapes, mintage of 1846/ became a current joke. 

*" Agustin Janasena was justice of the peace at Sta In^a, and waa made a 
kind of military eonunandaiit in that region; and among hi& papers are found 
many of Florea* ordera not claewhero extant. Oct. 9lli, Florea' general in- 
atmctiona for Sta In^s district. Keep the largest possible force in arms» with 
spies on the Monterey road to look out for Yr^mont, and alao towai'd Sta 
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was to wage a guerrilla warfare, and thus prevent the 
naval forces from penetrating again into the interior, 
leaving the ownership of California to be settled be- 
tween the national governments. Manuel Castro was 
sent as commander-iu-chief of operations in the north, 
with Rico as his second in command, and San Luis 
Obispo as his headquarters. His achievements will 
be noticed later. 

The departmental assembly was reorganized Octo- 
ber 26th3 being sumnjoned by Flores to resume the 
functions interrupted by the temporary occupation of 
the capital by the forces of the United States, The 
members present were Figueroa, Botello, Guerra, 
and Olvera; Joaquin Carrillo, a vocal suplente, was 
sworn in and took his seat Figueroa acted as presi- 
dent, and Olvera was made secretary. The presi- 
dent in an introductory discourse congratulated the 
country on the success that was attending the CaU- 

Btirbftra in ewe of a landing there. Keep up comiminication ■with Sta Bar- 
bara and San Luis Obispo; a^d them, and cut off BnppKcs from the fo© in case 
of attack. If the enemy advancea on Angelea, hara^ thom with gnerrillaa 
in tha rear. Scmtiaize the passes of all tiravellera, and arrest alL auapioioaa 

Sersons, sending foreignera to headquarters. If attacked by auperior forces, 
Jl back on Angelas. JaTi^ene, Doc.^ MS., 17-19. Oct- 12th, Gumeeindo 
Florea' comandanto from S. Lnis to S. BuenaventurAi the 8th company^ ia 
glad Janseeoa ia serving with such zeal. The people are immortalizing them- 
selves. TJio foreigners here (Sta Edrbara) are rendering good service. John- 
eon has offered his ^uns, which go to the pueblo to-day. Make a list of ar- 
sons who will not aid. Keep a copy of the instructions, and send the original 
to Monterey. Id., 21-3. Oct. 17th, Flores' general order. One of llio beat 
methods of harming the foe being to deprive him of supplies; any one aiding 
the enemy in any way will be puniehed as an enemy; rancberos must at once 
remove their live-stock from the coast beyond the reach of the naval forces; 
whoever refuses is a traitor. Id., 23-5. Oct. 18th, Capt. J. J. Pico at Sao 
Ltiis Obispo orders Miguel Avila to deliver certain propw^, left with him by 
Dana ana Howard^ to Joa4 Garcia and Ma men. AvUa, Doc.j MS., 21-2. 
Oct. 20th, Gum^indo Flores to Jansaens. A private letter, with miscellaneous 

f]ssip about public a^irs. All quiet at S> Pedro; a force gone to S. Diego; 
r^ont^s men leaving him because they are not paid; ^VaUejo said to be a 
faneral of the Americanos' ! Janssens, Doc, MS., 26-7. Oct. SSd, den. 
lores appoints Manuel Castro comandojite of brigade for operations in the 
north, with Francisco Kico as second in command, Castro^ JJoc,, MS., ii. 147. 
Oct. 25th, Jansseua' circular calling for contributions for defence, since 10 
Americans are said to be seducing the Indiana in the Tulares to attack the 
rancberos. Eleven namea of contributors, including Wm G. Dana. Id., 28-9. 
Oct. 26th, Flores decrees any person deserting or leaving military service, or 
found ono league from camp without ponuit^ to bo court- martialled and put 
to death; every traveller without a passport to be arrested. Id., 30-1; Jjoc. 
Hist. C7a;,,MS,,iii. 2t>6. 

Hist. Cal., Vot. V. 21 
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fomian cause, and recommended the choice of a gov- 
ernor and general to fill the places made vacant by 
the flight of Pico and Castro. It was decided to 
unite the two commands in one person; and Jos^ 
Maria Flores, already acting as commander-in-chief, 
was elected to hold both offices ad interim, until suc- 
cessors should be appointed by the supreme govern- 
ment, or assume the offices by due form of law after 
the restoration of peace. In the decree announcing 
this action the country was declared in a state of 
siege, and martial law in full force, Botello and 
Guerra were named as a committee to report on 
ways and means for prosecuting the war. Their re- 
port, presented next day, approved in the session of 
the 30th, and issued as a decree by Flores on the 
31st, was in favor of annulling Pico's sales of mission 
estates, and of hypothecating one or more of those es- 
tates as security for a loan of such sums as public 
neeeagity might require. Before the assembly Flores 
took the oath of ofBce, listeniog and replying on that 
occasion to a speech of President Figueroa. Neither 
discourse contained any feature calling for special com- 
ment, one being merely an expression of the country's 
confidence in the new ruler, and the other the usual 
protestation of unworthiness, coupled with patriotic 
zeal. The date of the oath is not very clear. In his 
communications to foreign consuls, Flores makes the 
date November 1st, but he had already issued, Octo- 
ber 31st, the decree mentioned above, and another 
making Narcisco Botello his secretary •*" 

Meanwhile Stockton, having left Monterey Octo- 
ber 19th, arrived at San Pedro with the Congress on 

" Oct. 26th-30th, record of assembly proceedings, in Olmra^ Doc., MS., 
49. Oct, 26th, decree of aasembly electing Flores. Caa^rOj Doc, MS., ii. 
150> Oct. 30th, Florea to CmtiIIo, ordering the publication of the decree of 
Oct. 26ti, OarriUo (P.), Doe., MS,, D4. Oct 3lBt, Fiorefl* decree namiug 
Botello aa aecretorio del despaoho. I>oc. fftst. CaL, MS., iii. 267-S> Nor. 
lat, Floree to Forbea and Lataillade^ atjnoancing that *to-dfiy' be bais token 
the oath. Id., 269, 271, Oct, 30th, decree of aaaembly on missions. Utib^ 
Doc, MS., 360-1. Janmem, Doc, MS,, 33-5. Oct. 31et, Floree* decree 
promulgating the preceding:;. Sohera7ie$^ Doc., MS., 326; Castro, Doc., MS., 
il 153. 



STOCKTON AGAIN IN THE SOUTH. 323 

the 23d, and learned from Mervino the facts of his 
late disaster. '*EIated by this transient success, which 
the enemy with his usual want of veracity magnified 
into a great victory, they collected in lai^e bodies on 
all the adjacent hills, and would not permit a hoof 
except their own horses to be within fifty miles of 
San Pedro, I had, however, agreed to land here, to 
be in readiness to cooperate with the forces under 
Major Fremont, expected from Santa Bd-rbara; and 
therefore determined to do so in the face of their 
boasting insolence, and there again to hoist the glori- 
ous stars in the presence of their horse-covered hills. 
On our approach to the shore the enemy fired a few 
muskets without harm, and fled; we took possession, 
and once more hoisted our flag at San Pedro. The 
troops remained encamped at that place for several 
days before the insurgents who covered the adjacent 
hills, and until both officers and men had become almost 
worn out by chasing and skirmishing with and watch- 
ing them, and until I had given up all hope of the coop- 
eration of Major Fremont, Besides, the enemy had 
driven off every animal, man, and beast, from that 
section of the country; and it was not possible by 
any means in our power to carry provisions for our 
march to the city. , .The insurgent force in the vicin- 
ity was supposed to number about 800 men. The 
roadstead of San Pedro was also a dangerous position 
for men-of-war;*'** and therefore the commodore de- 

^Stocktoa'a Repm, 42; Id., Mil. and Naval OperaOons, 11, 16-17, with 
orders of Oct, 26th for landiog, and of the 28th thanking the men for their 
galiantry. Gillespie with 50 men wae to lajid first, but f&iled to do eo, 'iu 
<»)tiBeqiience of a fancied force of the enemy. Not fio with the Bailonsand 
marines/ who landed in a moat gallant manner. Several Califonjiana relate 
that a letter containing acurrilouB nonaense was Bent to Stockton's camp by 
being tied to a dog. All seem to regard thia a very funny occurrence; there- 
fore I note it. On Nov. 9th Lartin writes to his wifei *There ia a report 
here anvoog the natives that two or three miles from S. Pedro the commodore 

formed hia men thus ■:;-:;', with the cannon behind them; then Bending ahead 

100 men, who on meeting the Californians retreated on the main body, losing 
a few seamen, when the main body opened and gave fire, which killejl and 
wounded aboat 100 people, many beiug ako taken prisoners. The report ap- 
pears conaiatent, and ia believed here. If it is true, I hope the Califomiana 
are satisfied/ Lart'm's Doc, MS,, iv. 320. 
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cided to attack Los Angeles by way of San Diego. 
His landing was on October 27th; and his departure 
for the south in the first days of November, He had 
about 800 men, and with a few light guns might 
easily have retaken Los Angeles ; but he had evidently 
modified his oft-expressed opiuions of Califorriian valor^ 
and had become somewhat cautious. Of the 800 at- 
tributed to the enemy, 700 at least existed only in 
the American imagination; for Carrillo had adopted, 
as all the native writers agree, the tactics which some 
have accredited to Stockton on a former occasion at the 
same place — that of displaying his men on the march 
among the hills in such a way that each man was sev- 
eral times counted. He also caused large droves of 
riderless horses to raise clouds of dust in the distance. 
His success in frightening Stockton away was beyond 
his expectations, and possibly his hopes; for there ia 
some reason to suppose that Flores had founded on 
the present display and past successes a hope that the 
American commander might be induced to consent to 
a truce, by the terms of which he would hold the 
ports and leave the Californians in possesion of the 
interior until the national quarrel should be settled.** 
At San Diego we left the American garrison on 
board the Stonington. Bidwell went in a boat with 
four men up to San Pedro to obtain supplies. He ar- 
rived apparently during Mervine's absence on October 
7th-8th, and started back at once; but a gale arose, 
and the trip was a long and perilous one. As soon as 
Mervine returned to his ship and heard the news, he 
seems to have sent Lieutenant Minor with a small 
party down to reenforce Merritt; and on his arrival 

"B. B. WObou, Obeervations, MS., 85-8, atates th&t such aplanwaa mad^ 
known to him by J. A. Carrillo; and that as a prisoner he was sent with a 
Bcrgeant to on elevated spot near the S. Pedro lading, with instructions on 
H given eignal to raise a white flag and to commanicate to Stockton the prop- 
osition for a truce, He eawCarrillo^s parade of horses, eto,; and he alao saw 
the ship'ftboata full of men approach the shore; but he says they did not land- 
He is very positive tliat 3tockton lajided no men; bat either his memory is 
at faulty or the period of his watch wae when Gillespie^s men failed to land, 
aa already recoiled. 
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tbe united forces — or possibly Merritt's men and the 
whalers before bis arrival— landed and again occupied 
San Diego. The exact date is not known, and our 
information respecting these events is extremely mea- 
gre. Meanwhile^ S^rbulo Varela had been sent down 
from Angeles with a force to operate on tbe southern 
frontier. It does not clearly appear whether or not 
he wa« in command when the place was retaken, or 
that any hostilities occurred; but many of his men 
were unmanageable, and the force gradually dissolved ; 
and on October 26th, after the Americans were again 
in possession, Captain Leonardo Cota and Ramon 
Carrillo were sent to replace Varela, and to press the 
siege. Their tactics here as elsewhere consisted in 
driving off live-stock and harassing the foe. They 
were instructed to make no attack, but to keep a close 
watch on the Americans, report their strength and 
movements, and cut off their supplies. At the sabae 
time they were to see to it that no San Diegan shirked 
his part of the country's defence, actin^f to that end 
in accord with Alcalde Marron,** 

^^ BidweU'g CcU. inlS^l^, MS.. 188-93; Lancey'« CruUt, 135; Stockton's 
reports^ naming Minor &a in command at S. Diego. Oct. 26th, Flores* order 
recalling Varela, and his inBtnictiona to Cota and OarriUo. Oli)erat Doc, MS., 
62-4. Bldwell eaya he was fired at by tbe nativea at S. Juan Capistrano on 
hia way up tlie coaat; that on hia return he had thrown overboard, among 
other thin^ akcff with a bottla and message, which ho had prepared to 
leave at S,i*edro it no vessels had been fonnd, the Indian finder of which was 
shot by Flores aa a spy; and that immediately on hia return Merritt^s men 
and the whalers landed their cannon and retook the to^vn^ not without re^ 
sifltance by the foe, at whom the two cannon were fired alternately every 100 
yards. Soon Pedrorena went u^ to S. Pedro for aid, and brought back Gil- 
leapie (Minor*) with a part of his force in the Magnolia. About this time 
tbe Califomiajis attacked the post with a cannon from the hill; but the gar- 
HsoD made a aally^ captured the gun, and with it kiUed one of the enemy's 
horaes. It is poBsible that Bidwelrs veraion is correct, and that the town waa 
retaken by the original garrison before Minor's aniva]. 
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Eaklt in November 1846 Commodore Stockton^ 
leaving the Savannah at San Pedro, went down to San 
Diego with the Congress. His plan was to obtain 
horses and supplies, and to advance on Los Angeles. 
Immediately after hia arrival he received by the Malek 
Adhel despatches from Fremont, explaining that offi- 
cer's turuing-back, and his project of making an over- 
land expedition to the south- Of events at San Diego 
for a month after the commodore's arrival, we have 
but little information beyond what is contained in his 
brief reports — in substance as follows: He found the 
town in a state of siege, Lieutenant Minor being in 
great need of reenforcements and supplies. The frig- 
ate struck in attempting to cross the bar^ and was 
forced to return to the anchorage outside. Arrange- 
ments were made to send a party under Captain Gib- 
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son of the battalion in the Stonington down the coast 
to Ensenada after horses and cattle; Mervine was 
sent with the Savannah to Monterey to aid Frt5mont 
in his preparations; and Stockton^ having made a trip 
to San Pedro for that purpose, returned to San Diego. 
The ship being becalmed on the way, Lieutenant 
Tilghman was sent in a boat to urge Minor to hasten 
his preparations for the march northward. This time 
the Congress was brought successfully into the bay 
though not without having once dangerously grounded. 
''The situation of the place was found to be most mis- 
erable and deplorable. The male inhabitants had 
abandoned the town, leaving their women and chil- 
dren dependent upon us for protection and food. No 
horses could be obtained to assiat in the transporta- 
tion of the guns and ammunition, and not a beef could 
be had to supply the necessary food," though, as the 
writer somewhat contradictorily adds, Gibson had re- 
turned, ''driving about 90 horses and 200 head of 
beef cattle into the garrison." Meanwhile the Cali- 
fornians held the region roundabout the town, Stock- 
ton says ; ^' On the afternoon of our arrival thtj enemy, 
irritated I suppose by the loss of his animals, came 
down in considerable force and made an attack; they 
were, however, soon driven back with the loss of two 
men and horses killed, and four wounded. These skir- 
mishes, or running fights, are of almost daily occur- 
rence; since we have been here, we have lost as yet 
but one man killed and one wounded." Thus reported 
the commodore on November 23d, the only definite 
date we have for these events,^ That there were, 
however, any hostilities involving loss of life, I think 
there is room for doubt. 

More horses were required; and those already ob- 
tained needed rest. "During the time required for 
resting the horses," writes the commodore, ''we were 

^Nov. 23, 1845, Stockton to Sec. Bancroft, in Stockton's MU, ami Naval 
Opef.i 11-12. Also to eame parport, except aa to the killing of three men, in 
/d,,if^jii>rto/^€6.2^»J^H^7, p. 43-4, which is the chief authority for the eventa 
immediately folJowiug. « 
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actively employed in the constructioQ of a fort for the 
more complete protection of the town, mounting guns, 
and in making the necessary harness, saddles, and 
bridles. While the work of preparation necessary for 
our march was thus going on, we sent an Indian to 
ascertain where the principal force of the insurgents 
was encamped. He returned with information that a 
body of them, about 50 strong, was encamped at San 
Bernardo, about 30 miles from San Diego. Captain 
Gillespie ^ was immediately ordered to have as many 
men as lie could mount, with a piece of artillery, 
ready to march for the purpose of surprising the in- 
surgents in their camp. Another expedition, under 
command of Captain Hensley^ of the battalion, was 
sent to the southward for animals, who, after perform- 
ing the most arduous service, returned with 500 head 
of cattle and 140 horses and mulea About Decem- 
ber 3d two deserters, whose families lived in San 
Diego, came into the place and reported themselves 
to Lieutenant Minor, the commander of the troops. 
On receiving information of the fact I repaired to liia 
quarters with my aide-de-camp, Lieut Gray, for the 
purpose of examining one of these mem While en- 
gaged in this examination, a messenger arrived with 
a letter from Gen. Kearny of the U, S. army, appris- 
ing me of his approach, and expressing a wish that I 

'!N"oT. 29th, GUleapie writes to Larkin: *Ia consequence of the great want 
of animals, every horse being driven away, Com. Stockton ha^ landed here 
with all his force, and intends to maintain this position until we catch horses, 
and then proceed upon the march to the pueblo. We hear nothing from Maj. 
Fremont, but suppose that he must be near the pneblo. Some few of the en- 
emy flhow themaelves now and then upon the hills opposite to us, beyond the 
reach of our guns. We muster now on shore 450 men, and altogether have a 
fine eamp. The Cfyngress ia safely moored within piatot-ahot of the hide- 
houses, where she will no doubt lie until the winter is paaaed.' LaThtiCaDoc.^ 
MS., iv. 334. 

■ 'In November 1846 1 was directed by Cora. Stockton to go into lower 
California and get horses, mules, cattle, saddles, and saddle-rigging. 1 was 
directed to proceed by aea, and accordingly went on board the Sioningtout 
and disembarked at San Domingo. In landing we swamped two boats, with 
the loss of seven or eight rifles, several pistols, blankets, and many articlea of 
clothing. We succeeded in getting 140 head of horses and mules, and about 
300 head of cattle, some Ead£es and aaddle^rigging. The cattle belonged to 
Juan Bandini, who was in S. Diego at the time/ Eensley^a teatimcfliy m /W- 
fAont^s Col. claims, 35. Henaley did not return until about Dec 20tb. 
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would open a communication with him and inform 
him of the state of affairs in California. Capt. Gilles- 
pie was immediately ordered to proceed to Gen. 
Kearny's camp with the force which he had been di- 
rected to have in readiness. He left San Diego at 
about half-past seven o'clock the same evening, taking 
with him one of the deserters to act as a guide in 
conducting Gen. Kearny to the camp of the insur- 
gents."* 

At Angeles Floras continued to issue as before his 
routine orders to subordinates, few of which require 
any special notice. It is to be noted, however, that 
many of them relate to affairs in the direction of San 
Diego, and naturally, since there was the camp of the 
enemy. From these documents it appears that a 
party of Americans from San Diego may have un- 
dertaken an expedition into the interior not mentioned 
in Stockton's reports. At any rate, on November 22d 

* Stockton's HepoTtf A4-6. JadgflHayea, ^m*£r. A^oic*,, 364-6; Miseel^,^l- 
2, gives some details of theae times gleaaed from conversations with the old 
Califomtans^ as follows: Bandini, ArgQello, Pedrorena^ and others were very 
frieadly to the Americans. J. A. Eatudillo wae neutral, like Ab«l Stearns, 
who went at first across the frontier, and later to the Cajon rancho. Bandini 
entertained samptiionaly. Some of the force were quartered at the house of 
Do fm Maria Ibanez and part at the Argftello house. Women and children 
were gathered within the strong walla of the Eatudillo house. The Califor- 
nians held the fortified Stockton hill (f ) so near that Juan Rocha could be 
heard shouting to his aunt for ropa and ckocolaU, J, M. Orozco amused him- 
self by tiring at A. B. Smith when he climbed the fl^-Bta£F to fix the flag; 
and also at Pedrorena, who was escorting a young lady — merely to scare him* 
One day a party came down and drove off some cattle from the flat near the 
Arguelto house. Then on the 8th day of the siege, Capt. Argiiello with a 
company ascended the hill, and though wounded m the leg, drove the Cali- 
fomiauH, under HermosillOt from their position. They made a new stand bC' 
hiud the ruins of the old presidio walla, out soon retreated toward the mzAsiou. 
Capt. Pedrorena went in poranit, and about a mile up the valley met and 
exchanged same shots with tho advanced guard under Leandro Osnua, 
Fai'ther on, an American going to water his mule in a caiiada was killed. 
Pedrorena was again successful in a charge on the foe at the old mission, 
wltere Eamon Carrillo (?) and others were taken prisoners. From this time 
many, disgusted with Hermosillo's conduct in these afiaira, began to come in 
and give themselves up. Dances and feativitiea followed. The grand music 
of Stockton's naval land Is still spoken of by the natives. At one of the 
jollifications came the news of Kearny's approach. Marron, Papek-% MS., 
14-19, gives some similar reminiscences. Her husband hatl been forced into 
the Califomian ranks, escaped, and waa retaken and lost nearly all hia prop- 
erty. 
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Andres Pico was ordered in all haste to proceed with 
a hundred men to San Luis to cut off the retreat of 
a body of the enemy which Flores understood to have 
started for Santa Isabel- Captain Cota at the same 
time was instructed to cooperate with Pico; and the 
hope was expressed that the Americans might be 
caught between the two forces and destroyed. Two 
days later it was learned that the enemy had gone 
back to San Diego; but still Don Andres wasordered 
to make a reconnoissance in the region of the San Jos^ 
Valley; and he seems to have remained In the south, 
where we shall presently hear from him. Flores him- 
self a little earlier had announced his intention to 
march with 200 men to San Diego as soon as a quan- 
tity of powder could be manufactured- He also made 
an effort to win back the support of Juan Bandini for 
the Californian cause, but without success/ 

^ Nov. 5th, Ftorea' procL The country having been declared in a etate of 
eiegc, all citizeua from 15 to 60 years oi fige muBb appear to take up anna at 
the first alarm. The eignal, a cannon- shot^ general alarnif andrtDgingofbeHa, 
Those who fail to reapoud wiU be put to death as traitore, /arasae^M, i>oc., 
MS., 35-7; Olvera^ JJoe., 54-6. Nov, 6th, Flores to com. at Sta in^a. Eob- 
bina, A. K Thompson, Daniel Kill, and Robert Cruell to remain at Sta In6s 
till further orders; bnbmaygo to Sta B4rbara onbuBineee. JaTtsaen^, Doc, 
MS., 37-8, Nov. 6th, Capt G, Florea to Jansaens. Thmkathe latter hr- 
fortunate in being ap^mted mUitary commandant. 'A Mexican is mcU vieto^ 
even if he perform miracles.' Id., 54. No pottder, and not a dollar to buy 

anj'. Id., 55- Nov. 8th, Flores to (Antonio Rodriguez T), ordering him to 

raue and command a 0th compajiy at Sta Bfirbara. /a., 38-40. Nov. I2th, 
13tb, Florea to Cota. Will soon march to 3. Diego. Underalauda the di£B- 
culty of approaching that place; but you can cutoff the enemy's supplies and 
communications, and shoot every Indian fonnd in his service. Mast report 
if the enemy had been rej^oroed by a ship that passed 3. Pedro on the 8th. 
Olverot Doc.* MS., 67-9. Nov. 12m, Flores to Bandini, urging him to sup- 
port the Californian cause, and assuring him that he shall not be moleated in 
any way for the past. He calls Don Juan * Uncle. * Bandini, Doc, , MS. , 09. 
Same date, Flores to Cota. (MSoIal latter ouclo^g one for Bandini; and pri- 
vate letter, in which be saysL ^I flatter bim a little to see if wo oanuot turn an 
enemy into a friend, for our circumatances do not allow us to commit impru- 
dent acts at present. This man is the one most to be feared now, aud it is 
necessary not to vex him. You may write to him and try to raise his spirit 
and fill him with cciu£dence, and see what may be got out of him, especially 
arras and ammunition.' Olvera, Doc, MS., 58-60. Nov. 19th, Flores to 
Jansseua. You may impose a contribution of cattle and grain to support 
your detachment, not to exceed 15 men_ Janssens, Doc, MS., 40-1. Nov. 
22d, Floras to Andr^ Pico and to Cota- Instructdona for campaign, an in my 
text. Pico, Doc, MS., ii, 101-3; Olvera, Doc, MS., C3-7. Nov, 24tb, Flores 
to Kco. Pico, Doc, MS., ii. 105. Nov. 30th, Raimundo Carrillo, comun- 
dante at Sta Barbara, orders Jonasena to go to S, Luis Obiapo and learn what 
force was there, if proper precautions were taken, and if there was any news 
of Fremont's movements. JanMsem, Dgc.^ MS., 56-7. 



OPPOSITION TO FLORES- dH 

Flores was an intelligent and well educated man, 
who, as far as can be known, had not intrigued for 
his position, and under difficult circumstances had 
performed its duties with entire good faith toward the 
Californians and with fair ability and success. He 
was, however, a Mexican de la otra banda; there were 
many who thought a native Califomian should be at 
the head of affairs; and the success of the new gov- 
ernment was sufficient to inspire jealousies. It is 
believed, though evidence on this point is not very 
plentiful or definite, that Jos^ Antonio Carrillo, next 
to Flores in military command, was the officer who 
chiefly but secretly instigated opposition to the gov- 
ernor. During the San Pedro campaign there are 
related a few instances of insubordination on the part 
of Ramon Carrillo and others; about San Diego there 
had been bickerings between Californian and Mexican 
officials, resulting in much demoralization of the 
troops; Joaquin de la Torre was accredited with hav- 
ing used his influence against Flores among northern 
officers and men; and Manuel Cantua had been put 
in prison for disobedience of orders and wholesale 
plundering of ranches. But the general, declaring 
that he had not sought the command, that he was 
wilhng to resign it, and that success was difficult 
enough even if all would unite their efibrts, declined 
to engage in any quarrel.^ 

At last for a brief period there was open revolt 
against Flores' authority. The immediate cause or 
pretext was his proposed action in the matter of 
obtaining resources for the war, and disposition of 
the Chino prisoners. Naturally, as there were no 
public funds whatever, the task of clothing and sup- 
porting the soldiers in actual service was a difficult 
one- Antonio F, Coronel was despatched to Mexico 
via Sonora as a commissioner to solicit aid from the 
national government, taking with him the American 

* FIcvea' views are indicated in Bev&ral communicationB, eepecialljiQ thoaa 
of Nov. Ifit, 2d, to Manuel Castro, in Doc, Hist. Ctd., MS., iii. 270, 272-3. 
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flag captured at San Pedro, and also a band of horses 
and mules. Before he started a party of Sonorans 
had t^et out with a much larger band oi* animals that 
had perhaps been stolen. At Warner's rancho Don 
Antonio heard of a party of Americans who had left 
San Diego to capture his horses; and it was probably 
his report that caused Andres Pico to be sent to that 
region, as already related. On approaching the Colo- 
rado crossing, Coronel heard of an American force 
coming from the east, and also of the horse-thieves 
encamped in that region; which caused him to turn 
back, after sending Felipe Castillo to Sonora with his 
despatches; and he returned to Aguanga, near Temd- 
cula, to await further developments. Here he was 
surprised on December 3d, escaping capture, but los- 
ing his animals/ Meanwhile Fiores devised another 
scheme for obtaining supplies. Henry Dalton, an 
English merchant of Los Angeles, who had married 
a sister of Fiores' wife, had a quantity of needed 
articles in stock, which he was willing to deliver in 
exchange for drafts on Mexico — of course at a good 
round price, as is customary in such contracts the 
world over, and as was justifiable enough in this in- 
stance, since Dalton assumed a great risk of losing 
the whole amount of the investment. In order to 
promote the payment of the drafts by exaggerating 
the achievements of the Californians, and at the same 
time to enhance the generaFs personal glory, it was 
proposed to send the Chino prisoners to Mexico. 
These prisoners were, however, men of considerable 
influence, several of them being married to natives. 
Through their friends, prominent among whom were 
William Workman and Ignacio Paloniares, they made 
every effort to save themselves. Of course they took 

' Corond, Cosas de Cal., MS., 104, ©te. At the time of his aurpriBe ha 
had ceme down from his hiding-place in the sierra to meet couriers who failed 
to appear, and was dryirig his clothing in a houee where he had eaten supper. 
Barefoot, and clad onlj in shirt and (Sawers, he escaped by climbing a tree; 
and wandered for a long time lu the mouataiDS before he could ohtuna horse. 
Popular tradition has given another explanation of hia dishabille, mnch more 
roiriantic, but probably leas accnrato than that given hy himself. 
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advantage of the current prejudice of the Californiaa 
oflScers against Flores. Francisco Rico, lately re- 
turned from the north, became the nominal leader of 
the malecontents; and the most absurd charges were 
made against the governor, notably that he was pre- 
paring to run away to Sonora with the public funds I 
How he was to pay the balance of his travelling 
expenses after exhausting the said funds does not 
appear. 

During the night of December 3d Rico and his 
companions took possession of the cuartelj apparently 
without opposition; and placed Flores under arrest- 
His imprisonment lasted until the 5th. On that day 
the assembly in an extra session investigated the mat- 
ter, Flores admitted his previous plan of sending the 
prisoners to Mexico, which plan, however, he was 
willing to abandon. Not the slightest foundation could 
be adduced for the other charges; and accordingly 
the assembly denount^d the movement as unjustifiable, 
and especially so at the present critical juncture, 
Alarming news from the south had arrived the night 
before; Carrillo and his fellow-conspirators deemed it 
best under the circumstances not to urge their cause; 
Palomares and Workman had effected their purpose, 
since Wilson and his men were to remain; and there- 
fore Flores was restored to power; the opposition to 
him was silenced temporarily though not eradicated; 
and Rico in his turn was made a prisoner,^ 

* Dec. 6th, 7th, Florae to Cotfc ojvd to Janeeens, relating his arroBt. ObJera^ 
Doc., MS-i ft&-9, 71; JansseTts, Doc^, MS., 'i5S, He thinks that theafiairof 
tbe pnaonera waa only a pretext^ and that Carrillo and the rest had been in- 
fluenced not only by the formor'e arabition, but bad been bought with oro 
Americajio to ruin their country, which he believea has had a very narrow 
escape. Dec. 5th, action of the assembly. Olvera^ Doc., MS., 4^-51; Pico, 
Doc., MS., ii- 109-10. Bee. 4tb, Olvera wrote to Coronel, describing the af- 
fair. Comnd, Oosas de Cal.y MS., 115. Narrativea also in Wiiaon^s Ohserv.y 
MS., 82-^; BicOj Mem-t MS., 30-5, whose version ie that the aaaembly, com- 
posed mainly of Mexicans, would not listen to his well founded charges. Bo' 
tello, Anaksj'M.S., 152-3; Dkc. Univ., viii. 159-60- Dec. 5th, Flores to Cota, 
mentioning Coroners letter, in which he announced hostile operations of the 
Americans. Cota is ordered to do his best to recapture the horseaand punish 
the foe. II this be impossible, he is to reoccupy hia former position, Olvera, 
Doc.t MS., 69-70, Dec. 7th, Flores to Janssens. Cannot send a man, for 
the enemy is u^on na. Consult with Jesoa Pico, collect the greatest possible 
force and keep it ready. Jojiytteiifi, Doc, M'S., 45. 
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The alarming news to which I have referred was 
Coronel's report that a party of Americans had cap- 
tured his animals near Ahuanga. Floras was greatly 
puzzled to account for the presence of the enemy in 
that quarter, since he could not understand how they 
had left San Diego and penetrated into the interior 
without being seen by the forces of either Pico or Cota, 
As a matter of fact, they had come not from San Di- 
ego, but from the opposite direction. They were the 
men from whom Stockton had received a letter on or 
about December 3d; and it is now time to explain 
their presence in California and to follow their move- 
mente. 

Colonel Stephen W. Kearny, leaving Fort Leaven- 
worth at the end of June, 1846, occupied Santa F^ 
and accomplished the conquest of New Mexico in Au- 
gust, as related in another part of this work. . Before 
he started on this expedition he received orders, dated 
at Washington, June 3d, to march across the conti- 
nent from Santa F^ and take possession of California. 
He was to cooperate with the naval forces, which 
would be found probably in possession of the ports; 
and having secured the country, he was to organize 
a temporary civil government. I append some ex- 
tracts from the instructions forwarded to Kearny at 
different dates.* They will prove of some importance 

•June 3, 1846, inatruotiona of Sec, of War ilarcy to Col. Kearny. *It 
Las been decided by the prcs. to be of the greatest importance in the pend- 
ing war with Mox. to take the earliest posseaaion of Upper Cal, An expedi- 
tion with that view ia hereby ordered^ and you are designated to command it. 
To enable you to be in autncient force to condnet it succeBsfully, thia a.ddi- 
tional force of 1,000 mounted men ha& been proTidcd to follow you in tho 
direction of Sba ^,.,Wben you arrive at Sta FS with the force already 
called, and aball have taken poasesston of it, yon may £nd yourself in a con- 
dition to gairison it with a small part of your command, aa the additional 

force will soon be at that place, and with the remaindet press forward to Cal 

It ia understood that a considerable number of American citizens are now aet' 
tied on tho Sacramento Biver, near Sutter^a eatabUshment, called New Hel< 
vetia, who are well disposed toward tho (7. 3. Should you on your arrival 
iind this to be the true state of things, yon are authorized to organize and re- 
ceive into the service of the U. S. auch portions of these citizens aa you may 
think useful to aid yon to hold possession of the country. You will in tliat 
case allow thero, so far as you aball judge proper, to select their own officers. 
A large discretionary power is investeil in you in regard to these matters, as 
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In connection with later complications, besides show- 
ing the ideas of the government at Washington re- 
specting the future status of California. At about 

well a^ to ^1 others^ . ,The choice of toutea by which you will enter CaL will 

be left to your better knowledge, etc Though it ia very desirable that the 

expedition ehonld reach CaL tbia seasoa, . . .yet yea are left unembarraaaed 
by any specific directions in thia matter. It la expected that the nanVal forces 
of the U. 3,, which are now or eoon will be in the Pacific, will be in poasea' 
aion of sdl ^e towniS on the eea-coaatj and will cofiperate with you in the con- 
quest of Gal. <- ^Should you conquer and take poaaeeaionof N. Mex. and Cal., 
or considerable places in either, you will eatablish temporary civil goTcm< 
ments thereia, abolishing all arbitrary restrictions that may exist, so ^ aa 
it may be done with eaiel?. In performing thia duty, it would be wise and 
prudent to continae in their employment all such of the existing oncers as 
Are known to be friendly to the U^ 3- and wilt take the oath of a^egiauce to 
them - . .You may assure the people of those provincea that it ia the wish and 
design of the XJ, S. to provide for them ft free govt, with the least poasible 
delay, similar to that which exists in our territories. . .It is foreseen that 
what relates to civil govt will be a difficult and unpleasant part of your du- 
ties, and which must necessarily be left to your discretion. . .The rank of 
brevet brigadier-general wilt be conferred on you as soon as you commence 

Jour movement toward Cal.' Col, and N. Mtx., Mes^. and Doc., 236-9. 
une 18th, 'Since my last letter it haa been detennined to aeud a small force 
round Cape Horn to Cal . . . Arrangements are now on foot to send a regiment 
of volunteers by sea. These troops, and auch as may be organized in Cal-, 
will be under your command.' June 5th, the proclamation sent you, in- 
tended for Gen, Taylor, to iaane to the Mexicajis, will not answer our pur- 
pose for Cal. Id., 239-40. Sept. 12th, volunteer regiment about to sail. 
*Thisforc6is tobe apart of your command; but as it may reach its destina- 
tion before you, the colonel, J. D. Stevenson, has been furnished with instrne- 
tions for bis conduct in the mean time. I send you a copy; also a copy of 
instructions to the commander of naval squadron, a copy of a letter to GecL 
Taylor, etc., and a copy of general regulations relative to the respective 
rank of naval and army o£&cers. These, ao far as applica,ble, will be looked 
upon in the light of instructions to yourself,' /(^., 241-2. Dec. lOth, 'Itis 
presumed that you will not find a state of things in Cal, requiring you to 
remain in that country, but that youwill deem it proper to leave affairs there 
in chaise of CoL Maaon, recently sent out, and return to Sta F^- * Jan, 11, 
IftlT, *It is proper to remark that the provisions of the law established for 
New Mexico go in some respects beyond the line designated by the presi- 
dent, and propose to confer upon the people of the territory rights under 
the constitution of the JJ. S.; such rights can only be acquired by the ac- 
tion of congress . . . Under the law of nations the power conquering a terri- 
tory or country has a right to establish a civil govt within the same as a 
means of securing the conquest, and with a view of protecting the persona 
and property of the people^ and it is not intended to limit you in the full 
exercise of this authority. Indeed, it id desired that you ahonld eserciae it 
in auch a manner a^ to inspire confidence in the people that oar power is to 
be firmly sustained in that country. The territory in our military occupation 
acqnired from the enemy by our arms cannot be regarded, the war still con^ 
tinning, as permanently annexed to the U- S., though our authority to exer- 
cise civil government over it is not by that circumatajice the least restricted.* 
/d, 244-0. Jan. llth, extract of letter to Stockton, forwarded to Kearny. 
On Nov. 5th you were informed that the prea. 'has deemed it best for the 
public interests to invest the military officer commanding with the direction 
of the operations on land, and with the administrativa functions of govt over 
the people and territory occupied by us.' This was before the receipt of 
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the time of Kearny's expedition, arraogements were 
made for the sending of several different bodies of 
troops to California; but as none of th^e accom- 
panied Kearny or reached their destination in 1846, 
it will be more convenient to defer an account of mili- 
tary preparations until I come to treat of results in 
the annals of 1847. 

It was on September 25th that Gieneral Kearny — for 
his commission as general had already reached him — 
left Santa F4 with 300 of the 1st dragoons for Cali- 
fornia. The line of march was down the valley of the 
Rio Grande, Nothing of interest occurred until the 
army on October 6th reached a point some tbirteon 
miles below Socorro. Here was met Kit Carson, with 
fifteen men, including six Delaware Indians, en route 
from Los Angeles to Washington with despatches 
from Stockton. Carson brought the news that the 
conquest of California had, at his departure in August, 
been already fully effected by Stockton and Fremont; 

that there was no longer the slightest opposition to 
the American rule; that Stockton was engaged in or- 
ganizing a civil government; and that Fremont was 
to be made governor. 

This news caused the general to modify his plans, 
and to send back 200 of his 300 dragoons under Ma- 
jor Sumner to Santa ¥6, He retained companies G 
and K, or 100 dragoons, under Captain Benjamin T). 
Moore, Lieutenant Thomas C- Haniinond, and Lieu- 
tenant John W. Davidson. His staff consisted of 
Captain Henry S, Turner^ acting assistant adjutant* 
general ; Captain Abraham K. Johnston, aide-de- 
camp; Major Thomas Swords, quartermaster; Lieu- 
tenants WiUiam H. Emory and William H, Warner of 

Stockton's deapatches of Sept. 18th, l&th, which were received Dec, 26th, 
Then follows a general diaquisitlon on the nature of military occupation. 
* This right of poaseiBsion, however^ is temporary, nnless made abaofiite by 
subsequent events,' coupled with u general approval of Stockton*^ acts, 
though ' at present it is needless, and might be injurious to tke public in- 
terests to agitate the question in Cal. as to how long those persona who have 
been elected for a prescribed period of time will haveofficial authority.' The 
number of appointments should be made qa small as possible. Id., 246-7. 
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the topographical engineers, with a dozen assistants 
and servants;^'* and Assistant Surgeon John S. Griffin. 
Antonio Robidoux was the guide, and Carson became 
his associate. The latter was unwilling to turn back, 
desiring to deliver his despatches ia person, and also 
to visit his family; but Kearny insisted and became 
responsible for the safe and speedy delivery of the 
papers. The whole force of officers and men was 
therefore 121. Two mountain howitzers were talten 
under the charge of Lieutenant Davidson. The men 
were mounted chiefly on mules; the luggage was car- 
ried at 6rst in wagons, which were, however, soon 
abandoned in favor of pack-mules. 

The 15th of October, in the region of Fra Crist6bal, 
they left the valley of the Rio Grande, and turned to 
the westward into the mountainSj passing the old cop- 
per mines, and striking the upper Gila five days later, 
without adventures requiring mention." On Novem-' 
ber 9th they emerged from the mountains into the 
valley of the lower Gila; and on the 22d reached the 
vicinity of the Colorado junction. The march had 
been a hard one; many animals had been lost, some 
eaten, and the rest were in bad condition; but there 

'"TtioseiiBjned were J. M. Stanley, draughtamaii; Norm&nBeatorf aaaiatont; 
Jafl Early, W. H. PeterBoa, Eaptiate Perrot, Maurice Longdeau, Frangoia Voq 
Cceur, Fraii9oia M^ard, Jaa Rdey, Dabney Eustace, and WiUiama. 

"There are two diarioa of the whole bip extant. The moet complete is . 
EnKycyU NoU^ qf a Military Beconnoksatice from Fort Leamnworth %n Mie- 
&tru>Ti to San BitgQrn Calif omio^, Waahingtoa, 1848. ^t^%S0thCong.lsiSt8».^ 
H. Ex. Doc. 41, p, 65-126; the diary being from Sept, 25, 1840, to Jan. 20, 
1847. The other ia Dr Gnffin^a Joumcd of a trip with the First U. 8. Dra- 
goons from New Mexico to California in I84&, MS. copy in the liaiidwriting 
of Judge Hayes from the original. A part haa heen printed in the Los 
Angeiee History. A third diary ia Capt- Johnaton'H JounuU printed with that 
of Emory, p. 567-614. It terminatea on Dec. 4th, the author having been 
killed in battle by the Califomiana on the 6th. Lieut Cooke also gives a di- 
ary of the inarcb down the Kio Grande; but he turned back to Sto F^, and 
the rest of the journey ia described from the journals of other officers. Cookers 
Ctynquest of Oal., 68-86, 228^6. The oxpcilition is briefly described in letters 
of Qen, Kearny of Bee 12th, 13th. 30th Cong, lei 8m., Sen. M. Doc. i, 513- 
16; BiJll more briefly in Major Sworda' report of Oct. 8, 1847^ SOth Omig. 
SdSess., H. Ex. Doc, i. 226-8; and mentioned from the above eourcea In sev- 
eral govt documents. I have abo & MS. Stalem&nt on San Pascuai, by Asa 
M. Bowen, who was with this expeditionj and Notes on 5. Fa^cual^ MS,, by 
Wm H. Dunne. I might give a long Uat of accounts made up from the pre- 
ceding h 

BiVT, Cal., Vol, V. 22 
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had been no serious mishap or suffering. Here they 
found a small party with a band of 500 horses coming 
from California and bound for Sonora. These men 
gave alarming but contradictory reports of the revo- 
lution at Los Angeles ; and a bearer of despatches was 
also captured, whose papers confirmed the news that 
a large portion of the country was in possessinn of the 
Californians, including the region through which they 
were to pass. The Americans obtained all the horses 
they desired; and though most in the band were un- 
broken, many of the dragoons succeeded in getting a 
fresh mount There is a degree of mystery about the 
men who bad the horses. They told all kinds of 
stories about themselves. Coronel says they were 
horse-thieves proceeding to Sonora with stolen ani- 
mals; possibly some of the rancheros had sent the 
horses to Sonora on speculation, thinking that if not 
sent out of the country they were sure to fall into the 
hands of either the native or American armies, or cer- 
tain Mexican officers may have been interested in the 
venture; but I think there was no foundation for the 
statement made by some of the men that the horses 
belonged to Florea or Castro. ^^ 

+ 

^'Eniorvaay^; * Each gave a different accoimt of the ownerabipand deati- 
natdon of the horaes. The chief of tha party, a tall, veuerable-lookiiLg man, 
represented himaelf to bo a poor omploy* of several rich men engaged in aup- 
plying the Sonora market with horses. Wo subsequently learned that He 
waa no leaa a personage than Jos^ Maria Legnna [SegaraTL & uolonel in the 
Mesiean service/ Emory inplies that the Mexicans were kept in arrest for 
a while, and released, the animals being taken as contraband. He mentions a 
woman of the party to whom a child waa bora in camp. Johnston aaya; 
* They lied so much that we could get but very little oat of them, * though it 
appears their reports about affairs in Cal. were very nearly accurate, * Tho 
letters being opened were resealed by Capt. Turner, and all returned to the 
man, whowaa discharged. These fellows tell various stories about the horses; 
they all acknowledge that a part of them belong to Gen. Castro. . ,Nov, 24th, 
completed our trading with the Mejricans; Capt, Moore'a men being in part 
remounted on wUd horses, on which never man sat, they got of course many 
tumbles; but they stuck to the furious animals until they flucceeded-' Dr 
Gri^n says the horses, 20 iu number, were bought at $12 each, or for ^ aad 
a broken-down animal; and the Mexicans were surprised at being paid at all. 
Lugo, VidadeunRoflichei'o, MS., 50-1, says that Capt. S^ura ran away to 
Sonora with a band of horses and other property ; and that he and Diego Sc' 
piUveda started in pursuit and went nearly to the Colorado, Ho says it was 
suspected that Segura acted in secret accord with Florea, who sent the funds 
iu advance^ intending to flee to Sonora himaelt soon. It is not nulikelj' that tho 
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Kearny's men forded the Colorado November 
25th; and nest day, provided with bunches of grass 
and mezquite-beans for the animals^ they set out to 
cross the Californian desert- The worst of the desert 
had been passed at noon on the 28th, when they 
reached the Carrizo Croek; but the march had been 
attended with greater hardships than any before ex- 
perienced. Both men and animals were completely 
exhausted; and many of the latter, of which there 
were 250 at the Colorado, had been lost on the way- 
Pressing on, they reached Warner's rancho of Agua 
Caliente the 2d of December; and here their troubles, 
so far as lack of water and food was concerned, were 
at an end. The route had been for the most part 
farther south and a more difficult one than that usu* 
ally followed from the Colorado to San Gabriel,^ 
Warner was absent, but every attention was shown 
to the Americans by Marshall The Indians of the 
region were also friendly. Here they were visited 
by Stokes, an English ranchero of the region, who 
volunteered to carry a letter to Stockton, and who 
delivered it at San Diego, as we have seen, the 3d of 
December." Here also they learned that not far 

mail-carrier taken by Kearny was tlie Felipe Castillo despatched by Conioel, 
though it ia said tbat hia deapatohea bore date of Oct. 15th, 

^^The route waaa^ follows: Nov. 26tb, 22 or 24 m. to Alamo; Nov. 27tli, 
31 or 32 m, to salt Laguna; Nov. 28th, 27 or 22 m. to Caniao Creek; Nov. 
29th, 20 m. to Bayo Cita, or Bayeau Chitoes (Vallecitot)j Dec, let, 18 m, to 
S. Felipe, deserted Indian villagej Bee. 2d, to Wamer'a raacho. Tho hard- 
ships of the march are described in detail by Emory, Johnston, and Griffin. 
Tho fresh horses obtained at the Colorado suffered more than the mnlea. 
On the way a Mexican family was met on their way to Sonora, 

I'The letter, in StocMon'^ Mil. and Nav. Op.y 26-7, ia as follows: 'Head* 
quarters, army of tho west, camp at Wamer'a, Dec. 2, 1846. Sir: 1 this 
afternoon reached here, escorted by a party of tbo lat regiment of dragoons. 
I came by order of the pres. of tho U. S. Wo left Santa F^ on the 25tti 
Sept., having taken possession of N. Mex,, annexed it to the U. S., eatab- 
lished a civil govt in that territory, and aecnred order, peace, and quietness 
there. If you can send a party to open communication with us on the route 
to this p\aco, and to ioforin mo of the state of affairs iu Cal., I wish ^ou 
would do so» and as quickly as po^iblo. The fear of this letter falling into 
Mexican hands prevents me from writing more. Your express by Mr Car- 
son was met on tiie Del Korte, and your mail must have reached Waehiuctcn 
10 days since. You miglit nae the bearer, Mr Stokes, as a guide to conduct 
your party to this place. Very reapectfnily, etc-* Stockton^a reply was aa 
follows; * Headquarters, S. Di^go, IJec. 3d, 6:30 p, m. Sir: I have this mo- 
ment received your note of yesterday by Mr Stokea, and have ordered Capt. 
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away was a band of horses and mules said to belong 
to the government; and Davidson with twenty-five 
men was sent to capture them, in which enterprise 
he was successful. These animals were those of Coro- 
ners party at Ahuanga; but the horses were most of 
them unbroken, and therefore of no great use for the 
coming emergency." On the 4th Kearny marched 
down the valley to Santa Isabel, where his men were 
aa hospitably entertained by Stokes' majordomo 'Se- 
iior Bill/ as they had been by Marshall at Agua Cali- 
ente. Nest day they marched on to the rancho of 
Santa Maria, On the way they met G-illespie, Lieu- 
tenant Edward F. Beale,and Midshipman James M, 
Duncan with thirty-five men and a four-pounder, the 
' Sutter gun/ sent by Stockton from San Diego,^* At 
different points in the past few days they had heard 
reports, tolerably accurate, though not fully credited, 
respecting the state of affairs in California, They 
had learned that they were Ukely enough to meet the 
enemy upon their route; and even that a party es- 
corting prisoners to Mexico was soon expected to 
arrive. Now these reports, except the last, were 
fully confirmed by the new-coraers. Stockton an- 
nounced that a hostile force was posted not many 
miles away, and suggested a surprise. The soldiers, 

Gillespie with a detachment of mounted rifleineii Q.acl a field-piece to proceed 
to your camp without delay, Capt. O- is well informed in relation to the 
present state of things in Cai, and will give yon all needfnl information, I 
need not, therefore, detain him by saying anything on the subject. I will 
merely etate that I have thia evening received information by two desertera 
from the rebel camp of the arrival of an additional force of 100 men, which, 
In addition to the force previonely here, makes their number about 150, I 
send with Capt. G., as a guide, one of the dcsorters, that yon may make in- 
quiriea of him, and, if you see fit, endeavor to surprise tnem. FaithfuUy, 
yonr obedient servant, Eobt F. Stocktonj comtoander-in-chief and governor 
of the territory of CaL, etc,' 

^Capt. Johnston says: 'After them came a party of French, English, 
and a Chilian, claiming their riding animals, as tney were going out of the 
country, which the general gave them. Many of the animals from the herd 
were put into service, and arrangements made to secure the balance by driv- 
ing them into some safe place in the monntaioB.' 

'• *The force which accompanied Capb. Gillespie consisted of a company of 
Tolunteers, composed of Acting Lieut Beale. Passed Midshipman Duncan> 10 
carbineers from the Congress, Capt. Gibson, and 25 of the California battal- 
ion/ Stocklon'a ItepoHt 45. The whole number was 39. 
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after tlieir unresisted occupation of New Mexico, and 

their tedious march across the continent, made no 
secret of their desire to be brought face to face with 
the foe. Kit Carson had affirmed along the march 
that the Caltfornians were cowards and would not 
fight. The battalion men from San Diego doubtless 
confirmed this view more or loss fully. An attack 
was therefore decided upon; and in the evening 
Lieutenant Hammond was sent out to reconnoitre.^^ 

Captain Andres Pico, as we have seen, had been 
sent southward by Flores on November 22d, to cut 
off the retreat of a party of Americans understood to 
have left San Diego for the region of Santa Isabel. 
The alarm proved to be a false one — or at least, the 
Americans returned before Pico arrived; but Don 
Andrds remained in the south, making his headquar- 
ters at San Luis Rey and Santa Margarita, cooperat- 

^' Emory says: 'We heard that the enemy waa in force 9 miles distant,' 
After Hauimand had been ^en by the foe, 'we were now on the luam road 
to 8. Diego* ftli the by-ways being ia our rear, and it waa therefore deemed 
aeoeaeary to attack the eoomy and force a paasage.* Johnston — the last en- 
try of hifl jonmal — aaya, on Dec. 4th: *We heard of a party of CaliforntanB; of 
SO men, encamped at a distance from this [Sta Isabel]; but the informant 
varied from 16 to 30 milea in hia acconnts, rendorinj^ it too uncertain to make 
a daah upon them in the dark; ho we slept till morning,^ Dr Griffin tells ua 
that Gilleispie's men camped sooa after tlie meeting, while the rest went on 
some 10 mileB to a point two milea beyond StaMarEa. *A party of the enemy 
being reported in our vicinity^ it was firat determined that Capt. Moore 
should tiike 60 men and make a night attack; but for some reason the gen^ 
eral altered his mind, and sent Licut Hammond with the men to reconnoitre. ' 
Kearny, in his report of Dec. I3th, says: ' Having learned from Capt. Gilles- 
pie of iJie volunteers 'that there was an armed party of Califoraians, with a 
number of extra horses at S. Paacual, three leagues distant on a road leading 
to this place, I sent Lieut Hammond, Ist dragoons^ to make a reeonnoisaance. ' 
Geo, Pearce, oneof thedragoonSj still Livingin 1880, says in the -S'o ft. Co. HUt^ 
B81'2, that he, Pearce, was sent by Keamy to Bommon Capt. Moore to an in- 
terview; that Moore opposed a reconnoissanoe, favoring an immediate attack; 
but his objections were overruled, and Hammond, Sergt Williams, and 10 
men were sent to reconnoitre, Pearce heard their report, *that as they 
ueared some Indian huts at...S- PascuaZ, the guide stopped them ana 
cjilled attention to a dim light in one of the huts, and told them that Pico and 
his men were occupying thoBO huts; that Sergt Willams and the guide [the 
same native Califomian who had reported at Warner's rancho] absolutely 
went to the door of the but and saw a number of men sleepiijg, aod a lone 
Indian sitting by the fire. They beckoned the Indian without the hut, and 
while conversing witli him, a sentinel hailed the inain party, and the whole 
detachment instantly retreated. . .As they retreated they distinctly heard tho 
flhoiUsof the enemy "Biva Califorula" !' 
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ing with Captain Cota in watching and keeping sup- 
plies from the enemy, awaiting Floras' approach with 
the main force to aasist Stockton's expected advance. 
He had perhaps taken 100 men, as ordered, from 
Angeles, but had lost many who absented tlicmaclves 
on one pretext or another, and had also picked up a 
few recruits, until his force, as nearly as can be ascer- 
tained, numbered about 80, most Californians making 
it considerably less. Of his movements, like those of 
Cota, nothing is known in detail until December 5th^ 
when he was encamped at the Indian pueblo of San 
Pascual, where he had arrived that day, or possibly 
the day before. His purpose was to cut off' the re- 
treat of Gillespie, whose departure from San Diego on 
the 3d was known, and whose mission was supposed 
to be to obtain cattle and horses, Pico had no ex- 
pectation when he went to San Pascual of meeting 
any but Gillespie s men; and Cota, or some of his 
subordinates^ had been sent to cut off the Americans* 
retreat if by chance they should take another return 
route. Before night On the 5th the Indians brought 
in reports that a large force waa approaching, and not 
far distant; but as these reports were somewhat con- 
tradictory, and did not agree with what was known of 
Gillespie's party, the only enemy whose presence was 
suspected, but little attention was paid to them, or 
even to messages from Coronel, describing the taking 
of his horses by a party coming from the east. So 
far as any reliance can be placed in the statements of 
his companions, Pico was inexcusably careless; and 
even sent away most of his horses to feed at a distance 
of several miles. It was a cold and rainy night. 
Between 11 o'clock and midnight the sentry was 
alarmed by the barking of a dog. To his *Quien 
vive?' no reply was given, but he thought he could 
see retreating forms; and a party sent out to recon- 
noitre found a blanket marked 'U. S,' and the trail 
of the enemy's scouts. Now the horses were sent for 
in all haste, and preparations for defence were made» 
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though even then it could hardly be comprehended 
that thirty-five men on a raid for live-stock would 
venture on an attack by night. At early dawn, how- 
ever, on the 6th, the near approach of the Americans 
was announced; and hardly could the Californians 
mount their horses, lance in hand, before the advance 
guard of the foe was seen riding at full speed down 
the hill upon them.^^ 

Kearny had 160 men under his command at Santa 
Maria, The force of the enemy at San Pascual, ten 
miles distant, had been correctly reported, as is shown 
by Johnston's journal, at 80; but no certainty could 
be felt on this point. Hammond returned about 2 
A. M. from his reconnoissance, reporting that he had 
seen the camp of the enemy, and had been seen but 
not pursued by them. The call to horse was sounded 
without delay, and the army was soon on the march. 
The San Diego force had encamped at some distance 
from thg generaV^ camp, but all were reuuited soon 
after the start. The order of march was as follows: 
Captain Johnston commanded an advanced guard of 
twelve dragoons mounted on the best horses ; close be^ 
hind was General Kearny with lieutenants Emory 
and Warner of the engineers, and four or five of their 
men ; next came Captain Moore and Lieutenant Ham- 
mond with about fifty dragoons, mounted, many of 
them on mules, followed by captains Gillespie and 
Gibson with twenty volunteers of the California bat- 
talion; Lieutenant Davidson was nest in the line, in 
charge of the two howitzers^ with a few dragoons to 
manage the guns, which were drawn by mules; and 
finally, the rest of the force, between fifty and sixty 
men, brought up the rear under Major Swords, pro- 
tecting the baggage, and protected by Gillespie's field- 

^*0n tbeee preparationa, as on tho following conflict^ mnch information ia 
derived from liayea^ Miscdlany, 38-40; Id., Umi^. l^otes, 400-2, being rem- 
iniflcencos of old Califomians collected by Judge Hayea during an acquaint^ 
ance of many years; Coro'ml, Co9as de Oaf., MS., 115-19; Foj-ftteyn Pioneer 
Data, MS., 37-42; Botdto, Anales, MS., 15^6; V^ar, Stcmrdos, MS., 65- 
80; MoreiiOy VidaMilitar, MS., 25-31; ralomarea, Mem,, MS., 88-95; Oslo, 
Biet. Oat.. MS., 402-500. 
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piece. It required more than the ardor of anticipated 
victory to malce the march a tolerably comfortable 
oae. The animals were either stiff and. worn out by 
their long journey, or partially unbroken and unman- 
ageable; while the men's clothing was soaked by the 
night's drizzling rain, and the cold was now intense. 
In the gray dawn of morning they drew near San 
Pascual; and as they came in sight of the Indian vil- 
lage and the enemy's camp, a charge was ordered by 
the general, and down the hill dashed Captain John- 
ston and his men at a gallop. 

It was no part of Califomian cavalry tactics to 
stand still and receive a chaise. Had Gillespie's forty 
men come down upon them in a compact body, Pico's 
company would have retired at least far enough to 
find favorable ground for a countercharge; and had 
Kearny's force appeared in like manner — of whose 
presence Don Andres had as yet no knowledge — they 
would have retreated promptly to the hills to await 
an opportunity for a sudden dash or to content them- 
selves with harassing the foe and driving off his ani- 
mals- But seeing less than twenty horsemen coming 
down the hill^ the Califomians made a stand, dis- 
charged the few muskets and pistols they had, and 
with lances ready received the shock of the advancing 
dragoons. Captain Johnston received a musket-ball 
in the head and fell dead; a dragoon also fell, badly 
wounded. Of the very brief hand-to-hand conflict 
that ensued at the Indian village, naturally no par- 
ticipant has been able to give a clear account; and it 
is not known if there wei'c any casualties beyond 
those mentioned* Overpowered by numbers and con- 
fused by the fall of their leader, the Americans perhaps 
fell back a very short distance after the firat shock ; 
but at that moment Kearny's main force appeared 
on the scene; and Pico's men fled. 

Filled with enthusiasm at the sight of the retreat- 
ing foe, the gallant Captain Moore called on his men 
to charge in pursuit, and was followed by all that had 
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eomo up. Not all of Moore's and Grillespie's force 
had been able to do so; but it seems bardly probable 
that enough of them had been kept back oy theii* 
animals* lack of speed to justify Dr Griffin's opinion 
and that of Dunne that not more than fifty men saw 
the enemy. No order was observed in the pursuit; 
all rushed onward pell-mell, each urging his animal at 
full speed. Between the fleetest and freshest horses^ 
however, and the slowest and most worn-out mules, 
there were many gradations of speed; and the effect 
on the relative position of the different pursuers may be 
readily imagined. What were Pico's plans, if he bad 
any, it is impossible to know; his movement has been 
called on the one hand a cowardly retreat, and on the 
other a deliberate trap for the Americans; I am in- 
clined to think it was neither, hut rather the instinct- 
ive tactics of Californian warriors in favor of sudden 
dashes and short decisive conflict. However this may 
have been, after running half a mile, more or less, to 
ground more favorable for cavalry evolutions, and not- 
ing the line of pursuers extending with frequent and 
irregular intervals far to the rear, Don Andrds sud- 
denly wheeled his column and rushed back to meet 
the Americanos. The conflict, though brief, was ter- 
rible. Kearny's men derived but slight benefit from 
their fire-arms, either because the rain had rendered 
them useless, or because most of them had been dis- 
charged at long range upon the flying foe. It was 
sabre against lance — sabres and clubbed guns in the 
hands of dragoons and volunteers mounted on stupid 
mules or half-broken horses against lances, the enemy's 
favorite weapons, in the hands of the world's most 
skilful horsemen. The Americans fought with des- 
perate valor against heavy odds and with fearful loss 
of life; and they stood their ground. For ten min- 
utes, perhaps less, the hand-to-hand conflict raged; 
and then, when the force of the assault had somewhat 
spent itself, and when the two howitzers had been 
brought up, the Califomians again fled. This time 
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the Americana were in no condition to pursue. The 
mules attached to one of the howitzers took fright, 
however, and dashed wildly after the - enemy, who 
captured the gun and killed the man in charge of it 
The battle of San' Pascual, th» most famous and 
deadly in Californian history, was at an end. The 
Americans camped on the battle-field. Lieutenant 
Emory was sent back to bring up Major Swords" 
party, who were a mile in the rear, and had not been 
attacked; and he also recovered the body of Johnston 
at the village where the first fight occurred. Eigh- 
teen men bad been killed in the fight; nineteen were 
wounded, three of them fatally; and one was missing, ^^ 
Only one death and one wound were caused by fire- 
arnjs; but all the other dead and wounded had three 
lance-thrusts on an average in each body, some hav- 
ing ten- The dead were burled in the night under a 
willow-tree east of the camp; but the remains were 
subsequently removed to Old San Diego, where I saw 
rude boards in honor oftheir memory in 1874. John- 
ston was the first victim, as we have seen, being shot 
in the first charge. Moore fell early in the second 
charge, with a lance through the body, after a desper- 
ate resistance. Hammond is said to have received 
the thrust that caused his death in a few hours while 

^" There are eome slight variaUocs in tlifierent reports. Kearny says there 
were iS killed and 16 wounded; Emory makes It 18 kUie<l and 13 wounded. 
Tn tables contained in Slst Cong, l^t Se^., H, Ex. Doc, 24f V- '^^ 2^» thenum- 
ber is given ad 17 killed and l^ wounded. The beat authority, however, ia 
Griffin'a quarterly report of Dec, 3l8t, of which I have the original blotter iu 
QrifirCs Doc, MS., 4-5. In a letter of Feb. 14, 1847, the doctorputs the loss 
at 17 killed and 18 wounded. Id., 22, In his Journait V- 28, he iiiakea it 18 
killed and IS wounded, or 35 inall(?)- The killed were: dragoons, Capt. Abra- 
liam R. Johnston, Capt- Benj. D. Moore, Co, C, Wm C. West, corporal; 
privates Geo. Aahmead, Jos T. CanipheU, John Dunlop, Wm Dalton, Wni 
0. Lucky, and Samuel F. HepoIL Co. K, Otia L. Moor, ist sergeant; Wm 
Whitneaa, sergeant; Geo. Ramadale, corporal; David W. Johnson, farrier; 
and privates Wm C, Gholston, Wm H. Fici, and Robert S. Gregory. Henry 
Booker, or Baker (?), private CaL battalion, Franijois Menard, private top. 
engineers. Missing', and supposed to have been killed, Hugh Mekaifray, Co, 
K, 1st dragoons. The wounded were: Lieut Thoa C. JIammond, 1st drag., 
died Dec. 6th; Sergt John Cos, di-ed Dec, lOth, at S. Bernardo; Joa B, 
feenpedy, priv. Co. C, died Dec, 2lBtj at S. Diego; Gen, S. W. Keamy, Capt, 
Arch. Gilieapie, Capt. Giheon, Lieut Wm H, Warner, Jos. Antonio Robi- 
douK, David Streeter; and 10 others slightly. 
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trying to save Moore, Gillespie, a skilful swordsman, 
fought bravely, but was unhorsed and left for dead on 
the field with three lance-wounds in his body. War- 
ner also received three wounds; while Keai'ny escaped 
with two. Gribson of the battalion was slightly 
wounded, and Robidoux, the guide, more seriously, 
Respecting the losses of the Californians at San Pas- 
cual there is no agreement of testimony. One man, 
Pablo Vdjar, whose horse fell in the action, was made 
a prisoner^ and there was perhaps another. About a 
dozen men were wounded, one or two perhaps serious- 
ly; but I think that noue were killed.^ 

Captain Turner assumed command in consequence 
of Kearny's wounds. The day was consumed in 
dressing wounds, and in making rude ambulances for 
the moving of the disabled. Alexis Godey, a man 
named Burgess, and one or two others were sent to 
San Diego with a letter to Stockton, asking for re- 
enforcements, for supplies, and for carts in which to 
carry the wounded. Stokes seems to have preceded 
Godey, starting before he knew the exact results of 
the battle, ''When night closed in," writes Emory, 

^"Oapb. Kco'a report of Deo. Cth^reoeiTedby Flaresat4A, m. on Dec. 7th, 
and by him communicated to subonlinatea^ Janssens, Doc, MS., 46'6| says 
that the victory ■was gained ^without other casualty on our side than 11 
wounded^ none seriously, aince the action waa decided a pura arr/ko. hlanca.* 
Oon. Kearijy Bays in hia report : * Tho number of their dead and wounded 
must have heeu considerable, though I have no means of aatortaiuing how 
many, as JMet previous to their final retrent they earrietl off all excepting six/ 
It is hard to resist the Gonclueion that the general deliherately misrepresents; 
for it is certain that no dead Californians were left on the fiehU ftnif that no 
wounded fell into the hands of the Americans is prove<l by the fact that ^ lit- 
tle later, when Pico proposed an exchange of prisoners^ Kearny had but one, 
V^jar, to exchange, Sergt Falls tells mc that ho aaid hia party sent to search 
the field found one Califomian with a broken leg. Dr Griffin speaks of see- 
ing one man fall after a shot by Lieut Beale; he speaks of two prisoners; and 
says, ^ I think the enemy must have sufiered as much as we did. * He says 
that a little later he sent to Pico an offer to care for his wounded, but the 
capt. replied that he had none, Pablo V^jar says that one man, Francisco 
Lara, was killed and 12 were wounded, one of them, Oasimiro Rubio, fatally. 
Several Californians speak of Lara's death; but in \hG Los Angdea HUt.^ 24-8, 
Lara is said to have been wounded, captured, and to have liad hia leg am- 
putated at S. Diego, living for a long tdm© at An^jeles. Botello tells ns that 
a Sonoran was wounded and died a little later of fright. Osio saya a boy lie- 
came frightened, was unable to run, and was killed. Judge Hayes, personally 
acquainted with the participants in the battlo and their frienda for many 
years, could never find evidence that any of Pico's men were kUled, 
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"the bodies of the dead were buried under a willow 
to the east of the camp, with no other accompani- 
ment than the howling of myriads of wolves. Thus 
were put to rest together and forever a band of brave 
and heroic men* The long march of 2,000 milea had 
brought our little command, both officers and men, 
to know each other welL Community of hardships, 
dangers, and privations had produced relations of 
mutual regard which caused their loss to sink deep 
in our memory,., Our position was defensible, but 
the ground covered with rocks and cacti made it dif- 
ficult to get a smooth place to rest, even for the 
wounded. The night was cold and damp; and sleep 
was impossible," The Californians were not far away, 
' and keeping a close watch. Pico had reported to 
Flores that the defeated Americans were encamped 
and besieged on a little height near the battle-field 
without water; that he was waiting only for the ar- 
rival of the division under Cota and Hermosiilo to 
attack them; and that not one could escape. And 
Flores replied, thanking Don Andr^ for his bril- 
liant service to the country, and proinising a reen- 
forcement of 80 men, horses, and a field-piece.^ 

Early on the 7th, Kearny having resumed command, 
his army, described by Emory as "the most tattered 
and ill-fed detachment of men that ever the United 
States mustered under her colore," set out on its march 
down the valley, taking a route to the right, along 
the hills; while the Californians, whose pickets were 
part of the time in sight, retired in the same direc- 
tion, keeping to the left, nearer the dry bed of the 
stream. Late in the afternoon they reached the ran- 

^ C^t. Turner's letter of Dec. 6th ia given in SUtcJtlon'a MU. ajtd Nav. Op. , 
27-8- Dec. 7th, Florea to Jajassena, with Pico'a report, Jan^ens, Doc, MS., 
45-6, Dec. 7th. Florea to Rco, in Pico, Doc., US., ii. lli-12. PicocMmcd 
to have dt^feated 200 AmericaJia, ^billed over 30. including GUleapie, and 
taken one of the enemy^s two cannon, with a loss of only 11 slightly 
vouuded. This showed conaidembly lees exaggeration than Keamy^e report 
written a week Uter, that be had defeated 160 Californians — the maximum 
force on paper of Pico^a and Cota^a men united — of whom 6 had been Isft on 
the Jield, the rest of the killed and wounded being carried away. 
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cho of San Bernardo, deserted by all but a few Ind- 
ians, where they found, however, some chickens and 
cattle. Here they turned to the left, crossing the 
enemy's trail, and approached the river-bed in search 
of better feed for their animals; but when they had 
advanced a mile and reached the foot of a deteched 
hill, the enemy came upon them from the rear. We 
have no intelligible account of this skirmish of San 
Bernardo; but it would appear that after an exchange 
of shots at long range, the Americans, leaving their 
cattle, marched up the hill; that Picons men started 
by a longer course to prevent the success of that 
movement; that a small party reached the summit 
on one side before the Americans who were ascend- 
ing from the other side; but that they promptly re- 
tired before the rifle-balls of Gibson's volunteers. At 
any rate, Kearny formed his camp on the hill; while 
Pico withdrew his force to a position across the creek.^ 
It was apparent that an attempt to advance would 
almost certainly result in a loss of the wounded, and 
of the baggage, if not in further disaster; and It was 
resolved to remain for a time on the defensive, A 
small supply of water was obtained by digging, and 
some of the least emaciated mules were killed for food. 
Early on the 8th a man arrived from Pico's camp with 
a flag of truce, bringing sugar and tea, and a change 
of clothing sent by a fnend for Gillespie, and a prop- 
osition to exchange four prisoners just captured. 

'^Keiim7 says: 'Eeaching S. Bernardo, a party of them took poaaession 
of a bill nsar to it and ra^tainad tbair podt^oQ until attaoked by our ad- 
vauoe, who quickly drove tliem from it, killing and wounding five of their 
number (!), with no Iobb ononrpart.' Emory say b; *A cloud of cavalry de- 
bouched from the hills in our rearj and a portion of them daahed at full speed 
to occupy a hill by which we must paaa, while the rematoder threatened 
our rear. Thirty or 40 of tbem got poaseaaion of the hill, and it was neces- 
saiy to drive them from it. Thia was accompliBhed by a small party of 6 or 
d, upon whom the CaliiomianB discharged their £re; and strange to say, Dot 
one of our men fell. The captnre of the hill was then but thca work of a mo- 
ment, and when we reached the crest* tbe Californiaua had mounted their 
horses and were in full flight . . . Tbey bad aeveral badly wounded, ^ GrifOn re- 
marks^ *The enemy again appeared and made another rush to occupy a hill 
where they could annoy ne. They got to the top about the time we got half- 
way up, when the fight commenced; but after two or three minutes the raa* 
cals ran, leaving 3 of their spears on the field.' 



^" 
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There was but one Califorman to be exchanged, and 
with him Emory proceeded to an interview with Pico, 
It was Grodey's party that had been captured near San 
Bernardo on the return from San Diego,. which place 
they bad reached in safety. Burgess was the man ex- 
changed; the others were sent to Los Angeles. At 
night Beale, Carson, and an Indian volunteered to go 
to San Diego, a mission which they performed suc- 
cessfully.^ On the 9th Sergeant Cox died from the 
effects of his wounds, and was buried. Oo the 10th, 
as the horses and mules were feeding at the foot of 
the hill, the Californians made a characteristic attempt 
to stampede the animals by driving upon them a band 
of wild horses, some of them with dry sheep-skins 
tied to their tails. By good luck and active exertion 
the success of this trick wa^ prevented; and it even 
proved an advantage, for one or two fat animals were 
shot for food. 

The wounded having improved in condition so that 
most of them could ride, and there being but little hope 
that Beale and Carson could reach San Diego and re- 
turn with reenforcements, Kearny decided to make a 
new start next day. An order had already been is- 
sued to destroy all property that could not be trans- 
ported.^ Before dawn on the 11th, however, reen- 
forcements made their appearance in the shape of 
about 200 marines and sailors under Lieutenant Gray, 
Stockton's aide-de-camp, who had left San Diego on 
the evening of the 9th on or before the arrival of 
Beale and Carson.^ When the sun rose the enemy 

^la Peters* Life of Kit OarsoUf 200-6, is au account of their adventurea 
on tLe way, adopted by Lancey, Onciee, 143. Carson's account of the whole 
iS, P^Bcual campaign as given in Fctera^work, p. 278-96, is grossly inaccorate. 
lb ia said by this authority and others that Lieut Beale from his exdtemeat 
and exposure became mentally deranged for a time. 

'*Dec. 9th, order aigaed by Capt, Turner, a, a. a. general, in Ori^'s 
Doc., MS., 3, 

^* Stockton, B^ortj 45, tells us that he first heard of Kearny's defeat, with 
no partionlarB, from Stokes in the evening of Dec. 6th^ Next morning, Dec- 
7th) Godev and hia compaDiocs arrived with a letter fromCapt. Tamer (given 
in Lcmceys Cruise, 142). Preparalio^jis were made to march with all the force 
that could be spared; and the advance under Lieut Quest was ordered to march 
to theTuisaion, Preparations aeem to have proceeded somewhat slowlyj for 
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had disappeared, leaving the cattle at San Bernardo. 
This sudden disappearance, and the fact that they were 
seen no more, cannot be entirely accounted for by the 
aid of any records extant; not even by the supposition 
of Emory that "our night attack had filled them with 
the unnecessary fear of being surprised" by the ma- 
rines and sailors! Pico's force had been increased to 
about 150 by the arrival of Cota's company; and Ra- 
mon Carrillo with 50 men, leaving Angeles at 4 p. m. 
on the 10th, had perhaps arrived before Kearny's de- 
parture.^^ That no attack was made on Kearny's 
camp is easily understood; the Californians had a par- 
donable aversion to charging on horseback up a hill 
to meet cannon-balls and rifle-bullets. They had hoped 
that Kearny might be kept cut off from communication 
with Stockton until forced to surrender or to expose 
himself to renewed attack by resuming his march. 
The arrival of Gray's company removed all chance of 
successful attack upon the Americans, if they were 
prudent enough to march in compact order. But 
Pico's policy naturally, and in accordance with general 
orders^ would have been to hover about the enemy/ 
seeking opportunities to annoy him, driving off his 
animals, and otherwise impeding his march. Yet, 
upon learning Gray's approach, he simply withdrew, 
reporting to Flores that Kearny had received reen- 
forcements and marched for San Diego, he being un- 
able to prevent It for want of horses 1 And Flores 
thereupon ordered him to leave his own and Carrillo's 
men to act as scouts in the south, and with Cota's 

before the advance started aa lodian arriTOd (night of the 8th or morning 
of the 9bh) with reports indicating that Kearny^a need of assistance waa more 
urgent than had been suppoaed. Therefore it was decided to aend only a part 
of the force for rspid movement. At 10 P. M. (of the 9th) Beale arrived and 
confirmtd the worst reports; and Lieut Gray with 215 jneo. waa sent to Kear- 
ny's relief. Emory makea Gray's force ^ TOO tars and 80 marinea,* Griffin 
aaya there were 120 marines and 80 isailors- 

"Dec. 10th, Plorca to Kco, in reply to letter of theSth. Has been delayed 
for want of horaca; but sends Carrillo, and will follow himaelf to-morrow. 
Pico roust not relaattheaiege^ Nothing is to be feared from S, Piegoj for the 
captured despatch of Stockton, a translation of which is enclosed, says it is 
impossible to send ^J. Fico, DoCy MS., ii. 115. 
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company to march to Los Angeles — an order which 
Don Andres obeyed before it was received, and more 
than obeyed, dnce he retired with two conipanieSj 
leaving but one. This was not a brilliant ending for 
the catnpaign; and it is not unlikely that the disaffec- 
tion accompanying the late revolt against the governor 
had much to do with it.^ 

At 10 A. M,, December 1 1th, Kearny's army marched 
from the hill camp of San Bernardo, and proceeded 
uamolested down the valley. The camp for the night 
was Alvarado's rancho of Penasquitos, where, and at 
other points along the way, they found considerable 
quantities of cattle, sheep, and poultry, all confiscated 
as belonging to enemies. At about 4 p, M» on the 12th, 
they marched into San Diego, where they were hos- 
pitably received by Stockton and by the inhabitants*'^ 

"Dec. 15th, Florcs to Pico, on receipt of his report of the 11th. The 
want of horaea has beenaaerioaa drawback all along. Owners keep them 
hidden, but it is noticeable that they are readily enough foimd for the enemy. 
It is reported that more U. S> troopa are coming from Sew Mexico, and scouts 
have been aent to the Colorado, Pico is to recruit his horses in the Sta Ana 
region. Oota and Hennosillo with tlteir men and the captured mm will come 
to the city, Pico, Doc-t MS., ii. 119-23. It aeems that Pico left San Lnia 
itey and went to Sta. Ana with hia force before receiving Florea^ order, leav- 
ing Cota^s company in th^ aouth. Cota on the 14th aaked to be relieved; 
and Flores on the 17th, jn reply, complained bitterly of Pico's diaobedience, 
and of the general indifference and insubordination of officers and men. The 
ord&T to Pico Jifta been repeated, and if disobuyed Cota may abandon tho 
south. If the Californians do not care to defend their countiy, he will not 
be responsible. Id., 127-fi: Oli^ra, Doc., MS., 60-3. 

"■I have described the S, Paaonal campaign from information derived from 
all existing sources, the original authorities having becrn cited on previous 
pages, notably in notes II and IS. I add the following items> which could 
not conveniently b© introduced in my text. Emory aaya; * Wo subsequently 
i^ceived authentic acconnta that Pico's number was 130 men engaged in the 
tight, and that 100 additional men were aent him from the pueblo, who reaches} 
hifl camp on the 7th N GrL'iin affirms that Eurgesa reported Stockton to have 
refnsod to send rcSnforecraentg, and on this account Kearny wished to move 
at once; bat the navy officers pledged themselves very strongly that the com- 
modore would send relief. It should be noted that Keamy^s report and 
Emoty^a notes are accompanied by a plan of th* battle, which haa been sev» 
eral tmies reprinted! iu other works. Itema from JlaysR* MisceHanff, acd W., 
£Imig. N^ote^; soma of them also publishfld in Los Angd^s RisL: Capt. Moore 
was killed hy Leandro Oeuna. Gillespfc was laneed and unhorsed by Fran- 
cisco Hignera,or 'ElGiiero.* Gabriel Garcfa killed the man in charge of the 
howitzer. Juan Lobo and J. B. Moreno were conspicuous in the fight- 
Philip CroBSthwaite saved the life of V^jar, tho prisoner whom one of tho 
Delaware Indians (?) was abont to kill. Jos^ Ant. Serrano claims to have 
left the field while the fight waa raging, and to have found Pico, Cota, and 
Tomito Sanchez safely out of danger on Soto HilJE Foster, Angdes in 1847^ 
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It is difficult to regard the affair of San Paseual 
otherwise than as a stupid blunder on the part of 
Kearny, or to resist the conclusion that the official 
report of the so-called 'victory' was a deliberate mis- 
representation of facts. True, the Americans remained 
in possession of the battle-field; but this fact by no 

MS., S-IO, relates what others confirm, tha.t Hignera wouJd ha^e killed Gil- 
lespio if ho had not been in so much of a hurry to get away with hie lino 
saddle and bridlp. He later offered to return thearticleSt but Gillespie de- 
clined to receive thein^ as their loss had saved his life, Wm H, Dnnne, 
Notes an S. Pascual, MS., remarks that Stokea was in the fight and died eoon 
after from fright and exposure on the way to S. Diego; the officers wero full 
of wine during the fight; the men regarded the fight as a stupid &nd criminal 
afiair on the officers' part; Emory showed great gallantry on the taking of 
Hule Hill; Kit Carson was thrown from his horse and had hU ri£e broken. 
In the AUa, Nov, 14» 186tJ, Gillespie refutes with much indignation the state- 
ment of ^C, E^ P-^ (Chaa E- Pickett), in the same paper, that the Americans 
were under the influence of wine. Emory in a letter of March 15, 1847, to 
tho N. Y, Courier and Enquirer^ tries to refute the insinuation in tho Monterey 
Califortt/an, Jan. 28, 1847, that discredit was thrown on the American arms 
by the action of S, Pascual. Mks' Reg^, bcjriii. 205. Jan. 22, 1847, Lai-kin 
briefly describea the battle in a letter to Vallejo. VaUejOf Doc.^ MS., i. 22. 
The campaign of S. Poscnal haa been frequently deecribed at second' 
hand in hoots and newspapers. Brackett, ffwA. U. S* Cavnlryj 71-6, gives 
a very good general account. Phelpa, For^ and Aft^ 314-15, talked with 
Pico a few weeks after the battle, and waa told that he had not intended to 
risk a fight; but that on seeing the disorder of Kearny's men he could not re- 
sist the temptation. Pico also told Botello, Analea dd Sur, MS., 154-6, 
that hia charge was a pure accident. Bowen, Statetnent on S. PascuaZf MS., 
says: * They proved to be about 400, and they killed all of us but 32 or 33, We 
were all wounded more or less/ Streefcer, L'ecolLj MS., 95-9, gives a narra- 
tive derived from the statement of David Streeter, hia cousin and one of tho 
wounded dragoons, John A, Swan, in S, Jo86 FioneeTj April 27, 1878, 
names Henry Booker aa the man in charge of the howitzer. He was perhaps- 
the man who had hrought news of tho Bear Flag revolt to Monterey, in 
June. Bidwcll, Cat. in IS4I-8. MS., 199-204, who was at S, Diego at the 
time, adds nothing to the general accounts. In the life of Stockton, p. 135, it 
ia declared that tho disaator waa muoh more serious than represented in 
Kearny^s report. An account credited to A. A. Hecox, in the Sta Cruz 
TimeSj Aug. 27, 1876, is perhaps as inaccurate as any extant; unless indeed it 
be excelled in that respect by that of Wm H, Davis, Glimpses of the Pad, 
MS,, 301-5, a writer who on many points ia one of the most careful and accu^ 
rate of all who have recorded their recollections. Lancey , Cruise, 138-47, gives 
a complete account from the official reports and journals, but ho intersperses 
fragments from unreliable sources, fie speaks of Juan Andado (?), who lost 
a leg carried away bya6-lb. hall. Lieut Rhusou(Rhousaw?) and S^^Jonea^ 
of the battalion, distinguished themaelves at 8. Eeniardo. Gillespie in tho 
Atta^ July 3, 1866, followed by Lancey, aays the*Sntter' gun was kept 
back with the baggage, against his protect; tliat a howitzer was tired by him» 
holding the foe in cheek until the field-piece was brought up and drove them 
hackj and that at S. Bernardo the gun killed several of the enemy. Itia, 
however, pretty certain that no cannon was fired at S, Pascual; and there ia 
no evidence hcyond this statement of Gillespie that any was fired at Saji Ber- 
nardo. An account in the Chihuahua Farm, Aug. 10, 1846, and the Sonoretiffe 
of Aua» 20th, liaa it that Kearny was killed and that his men shtmefnlly 
eapitnlated ! 

HWT. Cal., Vol- V, 23 



354 THE FLORES REVOLUTION— FIGHT AT SAIT PASCUAL. 

means sufficed to make of defeat a victory, since the 
enemy uninjured ivaa free to occupy any one of a dozen 
equally defensible positions on the way to San Diego. 
There was no reason for the attack on Pico's forces; 
and even a bloodless triumph could have done the 
enemy's cause but slight harm. Entering California 
with but a small part of his original force, after a long 
and tedious march, men and animals exhausted, Kearny 
finds the country in revolt. Instead of joining Stock- 
ton^ which he might have dono without risk or oppo- 
sition, and proceeding as commander-in-chief to devise 
means for completing the conquest, he attempts a night 
attack upon an unknown force of mounted Californians, 
knowing that the alarm had been given, and that sur- 
prise was impossible. Coming in sight of the enemy, 
he orders a charge, and permits a part of his men, be- 
numbed with cold, their fire-arms wet and useless, their 
sabres rusted fast in the scabbards, mounted on stupid 
worn-out mules and half-broken horses, to rush in 
confusion upon the Californian lances, presenting a 
temptation to slaughter which the enemy— ^ven if they 
are as cowardly as their aasailants believe — cannot re- 
sist. Individually, the Americana fight most bravely: 
nothing more can be said in praise. Many lives are 
recklessly and uselessly sacrificed. An irresponsible 
guerrillero chief would be disgraced by such an attack 
on Indians armed with bows and arrows; but Eearny 
was a brigadier-general commanding regular troops 
of the United States, Success would have brought 
him no glory; defeat should have brought him dis- 
grace. It does not appear that any of his officers op- 
posed the general's plans. It has been said that all 
were under the influence of wine ; fortunately — for the 
reputation of California wine, fiery liquid though it 
may have been in its primitive stages of development 
^this theory is but slightly supported by the evidence. 
Stockton suggested the attack; but we may charitably 
suppose that he did not realize the condition of Kear- 
ny's force; and he certainly is to no extent responsible 
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for the criminally blundering manner in which his 
suggestion was followed. It is noticeable that Stock- 
ton was slow to respond to Kearny's appeal for aid 
after the disaster; even refusing at first to send reen- 
forcements, if we may credit the statement of Bur- 
gess, aod the letter which fell into Pico's hands. Too 
little is known, however, on. this point to make it the 
ground of unfavorable criticism. 

Of Governor Flores* operations, and those of his 
subordinates in and about the capital, after the San 
Pascual campaign and until the end of December, 
there is nothing to be said, except that those operations 
consisted of rather feeble preparations to resist the in- 
vader, not without certain petty bickerings and jeab 
ousies among the officers. The Californian cause had 
decidedly lost strength during the past few weeks, 
The effect of military success at Angeles, Chino, San 
PedrOj Natividadj and San Pascual had been moro 
than neutralized by internal feuds and jealousies show- 
ing the weakness of the new government It was 
wellnigh impossible to obtain supplies. The rancheros 
concealed their horses to prevent their seizure. There 
was no powder except the poor stuff made at San Ga- 
briel. The Americans were reported to be advancing 
from the north and east, as well as preparing For an 
attack from the south. Men of the better class were 
convinced by reflection that there was no hope of suc- 
cessful resistance; and not a few were already devis- 
ing schemes for securing pardon and protection from 
the foe when the collapse should come. At the end 
of the year it was the general opinion, sustained by 
the ac^ of the military chiefs, that the fii^t conflict 
was to be with Fremont rather than with Stockton. 

At San Diego Kearny's arrival with his wounded 
dragoons and worn-out animals did not hasten but 
rather ret-arded preparations for beginning the cam- 
paign. The wounds healed favorably, except those 
of Streeter, sixteen in number, and of Kennedy, who 
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had five in the brain, and died. Captain Hensley re- 
turned from his raid across the frontier and brought 
a large number of cattle and horses, the latter in poor 
condition- Vegetables and bread were scarce; and 
the men were reduced to short rations of everything 
but fresh meat. Major Swords was sent to Honolulu 
on a trading vessel chartered for the trip in quest of 
supplies. The Portsmouth and Cyane arrived to join 
the Congress. The men were constantly drilled for 
land evolutions; and the marines and sailors arc said 
to have executed on their broncos several movements 
not laid down in any authority on cavalry tactics- 
Relations between the general and commodore were 
ostensibly amicable. Meanwhile small parties of Cal- 
ifornians came in from day to day, including some 
even of those who had been at San Pascual, to give 
themselves up, and receive assurances of protection. 
They brought all kinds of rumors about the where- 
abouts and plans of Flores and of Fremont. The only 
news at the same time exciting and true was that of 
the killing of ten gente de razon at the Pauma rancho 
by Indians. On December 29th all was at last ready, 
and the Americans, 600 strong, with Kearny in com- 
mand of the troops under Stockton as commandor-in- 
chief, started on the march to Los Angeles. More 
will be said of this army in the next chapter, when I 
come to speak of its achievements. Progress was 
slow and uneventful. The first camp was at Soledad; 
the second at Penasquitos; and on the last day of 1846 
they encamped near San Bernardo, where Kearny's 
men had been besieged so recently.^ 

^Griffin's Journal, MS., 33-44; and Id., in Haye^ Emig. Notts, 379, is the 
chief Goarce of infornsation on the last days oC the etay at S. Dieso. See also 
Bmorp's Notes, lL3-i6; Stockon's Tiepart, 45-6; Sworda' report in SOih Cong. 
2d S&is., H, Ex. Doc. 1, p, 22S-7; Hayes' Miscd., 27-0; Davis' Glimpses, MS., 
368-70; Bidweira Cal. IS4I-8, MS., 204. Some mafctera connected with the 
relations between Stooktonand Kearny may be noticed more convyuiently ©Isw- 
where. In th« Loa Angeles Hist., 33, it ia related that Juan Bandini and his 
family came up from Baja California, nith Hcnaley; and that on the way his 
daughters made an elegant U. S, flag for the troops — the first ever made in 
California^ for which the young ladies were serenaded, and thanked by tko 
con^modore in person. 



CHAPTEK XIV. 

AFFAIRS IN THE NORTH^NATIVmAD AND SANTA CLARA- 

NovuKBEE, 1846 — Jantjaey, 1847. 
FaftwoKT'a California Battalion— Official Plundbr of the SANOHEBoa 

— SfCCESSFUL EBCEtJlTlNG — InDIAS AlLIES — OROANIZATIOIf AND LiST 

OF Officers — Mandel Castro asd Other Ofpicbbs Break Paroles 
AND Jois Floras— From San Luis to thk SALt^Aa— Bueeouohs and 
TflOMP«ON AT San Juan— CApnnut op LATtKiN^-AMBRiCANa at Lo* 
Vbrjeles— Approach of the Californtans — Fioirr at EncinalitO'— 
Foster Killed— Battle of N"ativi da i>— Death of Burroughs — 
Losses — Castro^s Ejetbe at— March of Friemont's Battalion from 
San Juatt to Santa Barbara — Condemnation and Pardon of Jesus 
Pico— D1SAHTR0U3 Cbossisq op the Cttesta de Sakta I^^— N{orb 
Forced Contributions — Sanchez's Revolt — Alarm at the Pueblo — 
Marston's Expedition— Campaign op Santa Clara— End of War 
IN North— Loss of the 'Warrsn's* Launch— Wreck or Mdrder. 

It has been recorded that Fremont, with about 160 
men of the battalion, sailed for the south in the Ster- 
ling to cooperate with Stockton against the southern 
Californians,but having met the VandaUa,Q,nd learned 
not only of Mervine's disaster, but that no horses 
could be obtained at Santa Barbara or San Pedro, he 
resolved to return for reenforcements and animals, and 
to advance on Los Angeles from the north by land. 
The vessel was becalmed on approaching Monterey; 
but a few officers were sent ashore October 24th, and 
on the 28th Fremont and his men landed from the 
Sterling. I append a few items of chronologic hap- 
penings at Monterey in these days, as an aid to the 
reader in following the subsequent record.^ 

' From Colton^/i Three Y&ars; Monterey Califomian; and Bryanfs What I 
Saw; repeate(] by Lancey and many other writera. Oct, 24tb, boat frotn the 
Sti'rUng, Oct. 27ch, Malek Adhd, a priKO brig takoii by the Warren at Maza- 

( 3o7 r - 
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Officers were at once despatched in all directions by 
Lieutenant-colonel Fr^mont,for he found this new com- 
mission awaiting him at Monterey, with orders to en- 
list recruits for the battalioUj and above all to obtain 
the largest possible number of horses in the shortest 
possible time. How they were obtained did not much 
matter^ for the necessity was urgent. Receipts were 
given, to be settled by the government after the end 
of the war; friends of the cause were treated with 
some courteous formalities^ if they turned over their 
animals without delay; while the lukewarm or hostile 
were plundered without ceremony of all their property 
that could be utilized. The commander cannot be 
blamed for the proceeding; but doubtless much bitter 
feeling was provoked, and justly, by the arbitrary 
methods employed by most of his agents,^ The United 

tlan, arrived -under Lieut W, B. Reoshaw. Oct. 28th, the Stcrlinij arrived 
with Fremont. Capt. Maddox had coue to S. Juan with 30 men, Oct. 29th, 
Maddox returned with a braaa field-picoe. Ijaree number of Califoniiana 
reported ia the hilkf perhaps iatending to attack Monterey. Oct. SCH^h, a 
man guarding Fr^mont^B horses sbot by two Cahfomiana, Oct- ^Ist, enliab- 
mente actively going onaajong newly arrived immigrants, by efforts of Mont- 
gomery in the north, Nov. 5tb, second rain of aeason, Nov. 9tii, Talbot 
and his men from Sfca Barbara arrived- Nov. i2th, Grigaby arrived from t^- 
noma with 30 men and 60 horses, Hastings expected from 8. Jos<3 with 60 
men. and 120 horses. Nov. 14th, the 8ai}annah arrived with news from S. 
Diego. Nov, 16th, Delaware scout amved with news of a fight between 
Americans and CalifornJans; also capture of Larkin. Nov. J7th, Fri^raont 
with hia 300 men left Monterey for S. Juan. Nov. 27th, prize brig Julia^ 
Lieut Selden, arrived from S. Francisco with news tbafe a force had been &ent 
to protect S. Joa6. Dec. 1st, aeven prisoners escaped from jail. Dec. 2d-8tli, 
etc., connty deemed unsafe ontoF town. Dec. 17th, the r/^j^/tt sailed for south. 
Dec. 22d, news of Bartlctt's capture at S. F. ; forces aent to S. Joa^. Dec, 
30th, the Dale arrived with a large mail, 

^Nov. 1st, all efficient horscg but 3 taken from Fitch*arancho, 29 in num- 
ber, worth $730, FUch, Doc,, MS., 406, 422, Many mistakes, with harah and 
arbitrary tneasuros, provoking much angry feeling. IJyde^a Statemenif MS., 3, 
* Every one who can raise among the emigrants 30 or 40 men becomes a cap- 
tain and starts off to fight pretty much on his own hook. Nor is heven^ 
scrupulous af! to the mode in which he obtains hia horsea, saddles, etc. He 
takes them wherever he can Qnd them, and very often without leaving behind 
the slightest evidence by which the owner can recover the value of his prop- 
erty. He plunders the Californian to procnre the means of fii:;hting him, 
l*ublic exigency is the plea which ismade to coverall thocnlpable features in 
the transaction. This may justify, perhaps, taking the property, bnt it can 
never excuse the refusal or neglect to give receipts. It is dne to Stockton and 
Fremont to say that this has been done without their sanction. Still it re- 
fleets reproach on onr canac, and is a aoujce of vast irritation in the commn- 
nity. No ruan who baa any possible means of redress left wiU tamely submit 
to anch outrages; and yet weexpect tli© Californians to hug th[a chain of deg- 
radationj and help to rivet its links,' Coltcfn^s Three Years, 158, All Amesli'a 
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States finally assumed the obligation, as we shall see, 
to pay these 'California claims;' and while many 
rancheros received no compensation, others were paid 
for property that they had never lost. Such are the 
fortunes of war. It is not possible to form a connected 
narrative of the operations by which supplies and re- 
cruits were gained, for no official report was evermade 
on the subject; but Fremont's efforts were very suc- 
cessful, and within a month over 200 recruits were ob- 
tained for the battalion. Many immigrants had lately 
arrived at New Helvetia, and were ready to enlist for 
the war at twenty-five dollars per month, Bryant, 
Jacob, Grayson, and Lippincott were active in enlistr 
ing the new-comers; and they also raised a company 
of Walla Walla and native Californian Indians for the 
service, known aa the spies, or more commonly as the 
' forty thieves/ A company of Indians was also formed 
to serve at New Helvetia under Eern and Sutter, 
thus releasing the old garrison for service in the south. 
Captain Hastings had come back to California, and 
entered with much zeal into the congenial work, rais- 
ing a company of 60 or 80 men in the central region. 
Captain Grigsby came down to Monterey with his 
Sonoma garrison of Bear Flag men. Louis McLane 
exerted himself with much success to organize an ef- 
fective artillery company, for which several field-pieces 
were found.^ 

horsesj saddles, and blankets taken without receipts. Ho then started with 
his family for another rancho in an ox-cart; bnt was met by Capt. Sears'^men, 
who took the oxen and left the family in the road. Vali^Of Hist. Val., MS.» 
V. 182-3; Pinto, Apaat, MS,, 104-5. Alcalde ChaboUa of San Juan waa 
beaten for refuaing to give up hia saddle. IVeeks' i^emjn., MS,, 117- Ail Ger- 
man's horaes were taken, lOOinnnmber; hut he went to Monterey to see Frd- 
mont, who gave him back a horse and mule^ nnd also some money. G. had 
tried to save 11 fine horses by concealuig them, but a neighbor pointed them 
out- German, Sucesos, MS., 13-15j Amador, Mem., MS,, 172-3, gives some 
details of the process of plundering. Most of the rancheros were left without 
horses for their work. See also Cooke's Conq,, 218-20. Weber's raids for 
horses are described in S. Jos^ Pkmeerj March 6, 18S0; Lanc&y's Cruine, 191- 
2; Tinkham's Hist. Stockton, 103-^; with some correspondence found also in 
lialtecic^s Mex, Lartd LawSj MS. Howard and Melius on complaint to Mont- 
gomery got a permit to retain such horses as were necessary for their bnsiness. 
In the &Teka W&it Coast Signal^ Dec. 20, I87fi, I find a burlesque narrative of 
Fremont's coming in person to Sonoma to get Vallejo's horaea. 

■ Bryan^K What I Saw and CoUon^s Three Tears contain much informatioii 
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It was a motley array in respect of race, language, 
weapons, and eapecially uniform; but it would have 
proved a most formidable and effective one against 
any foe existing in California, It contained many 
lawless, ignorant, and unprincipled men; but there 
was also a strong element of intelligent and brave 
Americans, thoroughly in earnest, and skilled rifle- 
men; while the leaders were well fitted by character 
and experience to discipline and control such a force. 
The different parts of the battalion were reunited at 
San Juan, after some stirring events to be noticed 
presently, late in November. The whole force at 
that time, according to Bryant, who was an officer 
present at the time, was 428 men. No muster-rolls 
were sent to Washington; and none have been pre- 
served so far as I know, though I have some partial 
lists mentioned in a note, and utilized in my biograph- 
ical sketches. According to the official report, when 
the force was mustered out in April 1847 the total 
number of men enlisted had been 475 mounted rifle- 
men and 41 artillerymen, in ten companies.* I append 
in a note the organization of the battalion into com- 
panies, with a full list of officers,** 

■which has been widely copied. See also Fr^onfa Gal. Claims; Honohdu 
Frknd, iv. 190; TulhiU's Hist. Cal, 200-3; and Lancey's Ontke. Sutber, 
Peraort. BemtTi.^ MS.^ 163-4, saya that he, at Fremont's recjueflt through Rus- 
Bell, organized the Walla Walla compajiy nnder & Canadiau named Gcndrcau; 
also a compaoy oE reformed horse- thieves from the Mokelnmue and Staoialana 
nndor Jos6 Jeans, Nov, Uth, Larkia writes to hia wife of Fremont's rapid 
progress. He will have 400 to 450 men. Some feav that after his force de- 
parts Monterey tnay be attacked- LarHn^s Doc.^ MS., iv. 320, Sutter says 
F. had officers who could not sign their names. Many 'que ni conocian la o 
per loredondo.' Alvarado, Hisl. Oai.^ MS., v. 234, 

*Sl8f. Cmg. m Sess., H^ Ex. Doc. t4, p. 22 h. 

^Official list in i^^mt>?ii'fl C^. CUiii/is, Cl-3; with connections from Brach- 
m's Li^t, MS-i Bryatd's What I yStno, 365-8; SwoMy'n Gal., MS., 19; and 
other sonrcea. John C. Frtoont^ lieut-col. commanding battalion (lieut-col. 
in U. S. A-l Archihald H. Gillespie^ major (Ist beat U. S, marines). 
Pearson B, Reading, paymaster, Henry King, commissary (capt.) Jacob 
K. 8nyder» quartermaster (called maj.) Wm H. Kussell, ordnance officer 
(maj.) Theodore Talbot, adjutant (lieut), John J, Myers, sergeaot-maj. 
and later lieufc. I>etached ofiicerB serving in sonth and elsewhere: captains, 
Samuel J. Henaley, Samuel Gibson^ Santiago E. Arguello, M^el Pedrorena, 
Charles Eurronglifl (killed before the battalion went south), Bell, and Wm A. 

dli. 



T. Maddox {2d lieut U. S. N.) First lieutenantSj Hiram Kheusaw, James H. 
Barton, Edward M. Kern fat Sutter's Fort), Luis ArgQello, Benj, D, ^ViIson, 
Fehpe Butron (?), Montgomery Martin, and Alexia Oodey, Second lieut. 
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On hearing of Flores' revolution, Manuel Castro 
and several other officers left Monterey^ breaking 
their paroles, and made haste to offer their services 
to the new general, who on October 23d appointed 
Castro commandant of military operations in the 

Andrew J. Graj^son. Quartermaster, John Bidwell (capt,) Among offi- 
cers Bigning a receipt for pay are Kd GilchrtBt, Burgeon, and Geo, Waldo, 
lank not mentiouad. 

Company A, compoaed chiefly of Frdmont'e original explorers, Richard 
Owena^ capt; Wm N. Loker, 1st lieut (adjutant later); Benj. M. Hudapctb, 
2d lieut (capt. later); Wm Findlay, 2d lieut (capt. later). Co. B, Henry L, 
Ford, capt.; Andrew Copeland, 1st lieut. Co. 0, Granville P. Swift, capt.; 
Wm Baldridge, 1st lieut; Wra Hargrave, 2d lient. Co. Dj Jobn Senrs, 
capt.i Wm Bradahaw, lat lient. Co. E, originally Co, C, or 3d co. of the 
organization at Sonoma in July. Liat of members extant, eeo below, John 
Origaby, capt.; Archer (or Archibald) C. Jesse, lat lieut; David T. Bird, 2d 
lieut. Co. F, Lansford W. HaBtinga, capt.; M. M. Wambough, lat lieut; 
Jamefl M. Rudapeth, 2d lieut. List of meuibera probably extant. Co. Q, 
Bluford K. Thompson, capt,; D. A. Davis, 1st lieut; James Rock, 2d lieut. 
Partial list of members, see below, Co. H, composed mainly of Walla 
Walla and Cal. Indians. Richard T. Jacobs capt : Edwin Bryant^ Ist lieut; 
Eenj. 3, (also called Geo. M.) Lippincott, 2d lieut, acting aast quarter- 
master in Jw\. Artill. Co. A, Louis McLane, capt., major later (lieut U. S; 
Wh); John K. Wilson, lat lieut, later capt. {midBhipman U. S. N.); Wm 
Blackburn, 2d lieut. Artill. Co. B^ apparently organised after the battalion 
went south. First lieut A. Girard in command. Muster-roll of 28 names 
extant. 

In Gtig&by^s PaperSt MS,, 6-7, 11, 13-14, I find a compact of 33 men of 
Co, E, dated Oct, 2&th at Sonoma, to serve under Fremont; also list of 33 
names (4 new onea being substituted for 4 of the old], withdateaof enlistment 
from Oct. 4th to Nov. 14th, chiefly at Sonoma, Horace Sanders, orderly 
aergeant. In Oal. PioTieer Soc, Arch., MS., 35, 1 find a list of 67 privates 
and 12 officers, without reference to companies, who acknowledge receipt of 
pay. In Id., 45, is a muateP'roll of Girard's company of artillery, 28 namea. 
eniiatmenta July to Nov., dated March 25, 1347. In Id,, lOi^, ia a contract 
between Fremont and 71 men, elated &t Sau Juan, Nov. 20th, enlistments 
from different dates of Oct. and Nov. This wonld seem to be Hastings' Co, F, 
sinceHudspeth and Wambough appear among the namea. In Id,, 209-10. ia 
a similar contract with 31 men of the San Jos^ company (Thompaon'a Co, O)- 
Enliatmenta for 3 moBtlis from Nov, 20Ui, laid., 211-12, is flimilar contract, 
dated Monterey, Nov. lOth and 28th, enlistments from different datea of 
Sept.-Nov., with 20 men of Co. B (Ford's), 4 of Co. A, and 3, company not 
specified. C. F. Briggs, in Napa Reporter, Sept. 7, 1872, says that Fremont 
wished to break up Thompson^a company to fill iip the ranks of the others; 
but Thompson protested, and after much trouble his men were organized into 
a separate company. T. had been Weber's lieutenant at S. Jos^; and there 
are indications that W. declined to join the battalion with Lis men, from dis- 
like of Fremont, In ^c^fTis^ri^'sPajjerfl, MS., 20-3,iBapay'rollof 50Indian 
soldiers of the New Helvetia garrison, Lieut J, A, Sutter, certified by Lieut. 
Kern, Nov. 9th to Feb. 26th, pay of troopers $12.50 per month; iuf^itry, 
$6} lieut, $50. Thas we have approximately complete liats for companies B, 
E, F, G, and Oirard'a artillery, about 1^ names. For most members of Co. 
A, see list of Fremont's explorers ia vol, iv., p, 583, of this work. The names 
of the Indians in company 11, are of no special importance." For companies 
C and D, and McLauc^s artillery, we have no hsts; but many additional 
names will be foamd, as well as all those referred to in this note, in my bio- 
graphical sketches of pioneers. 
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nortli, with headquarters at San Luis Obispo, His 
instructions were to enlist with or without their con- 
sent all capable of bearing arms, and to seize all mu- 
nitions of war wherever ttiej' could be found. Horses 
and other supplies were also to be taken as found and 
needed, though preferably from foreigners who had 
favored the invaders. Powder and horses would be 
sent from the south if possible, Francisco Rico was 
named as second in command; and Jesus Pico, coman- 
dantc at San Luis, was ordered to put himself and 
men at the orders of the northern chief The policy 
to be followed as in the south was that of harassing 
the foe by a guerrilla warfare, cutting off supplies, 
preventing communication, stampeding horses, and 
watching for opportunities to attack advantageously. 
Arriving at San Luis early in November, Don Ma- 
nuel set himself to work, and with the cooperation of 
Pico, Pico, the brothers Joaquin and Gabriel de la 
Torre, Jos^ Antonio Chavez, and others, he soon raised 
a force of about 100 men, many of whom became 
soldiers unwillingly. Castro's quest for supplies was 
similar in methods to that of Fremont in the north, 
but was less successful, since the prospect of payment 
was deemed less favorable; though a stirring appeal 
from the prcfeet-commander was issued to Californian 
patriots the 7th of November. The same day he re- 
ported to Floras what had been accomplished. The 
horses were in bad condition; the men had few and 
poor weapons ; and there was no powder to-speak of; 
yet be hoped to take some powder from the foe, and 
he intended to march for the north two days later. 
He probably did start on the 9th or 10th, and two or 
three days later, his force being increased to 125 or 
130 on the way, he reached the Salinas River in the 
region of Soledad- Pilarcitos, Tucho, and half a 
dozen other places arc named in different narratives 
as the sites of military camps in these days, all in the 
Salinas Valley below Soledad. The plan of the Cali- 
fornians was to capture as many as possible of Frd- 
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h 

mont's horses, and thus keeep the battalion from aid- 
ing Stockton in the south.^ 

Meanwhile all was quiet at Monterey, but for the 
bustle of Fremont's preparations. Several of the pa- 
roled officers, like Juan B. Alvarado and the Estradas, 
were keeping their pledges; while Pablo de la Guerra 
and perhaps a few others were put under arrest in 
consequence of news from the south,^ On November 
4th it was reported that one of the Torres had re- 
cently gone south with 30 men and 200 horses, caus- 
ing much loss to farmers between Monterey and San 
Luis.® We are told also that several men of the 
Monterey district, with a knowledge of Castro^s move- 
ments, were secretly active in collecting arms and am- 
munition, with a view to cooperate with the approach- 
ing force;" but if this was true, their operations were 
not suspected. There were some fears of possible 
hostilitiea at the end of October; but it was believed 
that the return of the battalion had removed all 
grounds of anxiety. Meanwhile the work of mili- 
tary reorganization was going on actively, and recruits 
were coming from all directions to swell the force. 

On Sunday, the 15th of November, Captain Charles 
Burroughs, a newly arrived immigrant who had taken 

*0ct. 23d, Flores to Castro, Appointment and instructions. Casiro, 
Doc, MS,, ii. 147. Oct. 30th, J. J. Pico to Castro from 8. Luis. Doc. Hist. 
(7a?.. MS,, iii. 266. Nov. 7th, Caatro'a report to Flores. Fernandez, Doc, 
MS., 15. Nov. 7tb, Castro's procL and appeal to Calif orniana. Doc. Nint. Cat., 
MS., iii. 274. In Oastro's Servicios, MS-, a report of 1847, we have a genenil 
account of the prefect's plans and operations during this caropoigu. The 
author attempts no c^lanation of his parole, but admits that he^^vas a pris- 
oner ab Monterey. He seems not to have been captured with the rest on the 
way north, but to have submitted voluntarily, with an idea that the war was 
over, Alvarado, Hit^. Oal., MS., v. 256-8, says the army was organized in 
three divisionaor companies of over 30 men each: 1st, veterans under Gabriel 
do la Torre; 2d, militia under Jesus Pico; *1dj Mexicans and Kew Mexicans 
under Herreraand Quintana. See also Ord, Ocur., MS., 145-G, 

^ Guerra states that he was kept iu close confinement until Fob. '47, on 
account of his great influence on the Califomians. Doc. Hiat. Oal. , MS., iv, 
1301. There are other contemporary references to his captivity. 

*" MotU. Califomuin, Nov, 7, 1846. 

'Torre, Iteinm.j MS., 160-74, gives some detaila, and names GArlos and 
Jos€ Antonio Espinosa, £st<^van and Pablo de la Torre, and Antonio Bui^ de 
la Mota as the loaders. They raised a force of some 30 men, and were some- 
what successful in getting supplies; but they do not apx>car to have joined 
Castro either before or after the fight. 
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an active part in recruiting, arrived at San Juan Bau- 
tista from the Sacramento with about 34 men and a 
drove of several hundred Lorses, The same day there 
arrived Captain Thompson with about the same num- 
ber of men from San Jos^, and all camped for the 
night at San Juan. Knowledge of their presence, 
and especially that of the horses, was promptly for- 
warded to Castro ^s camp on the Salinas. It was also 
on the 15th that Thomas 0, Larkin set out with one 
attendant, William Matthews, from Monterey for 
Yerba Buena. He had previously sent his family 
there for safety, and had just received from his wife a 
letter making known the illness of his child, together 
with a message from Captain Montgomery, who de- 
sired an interview. Larkin had no suspicion of dan- 
ger, and stopped for the night at Los Verjeles, the 
rancho of Joaquin Gomez, sending Matthews on to 
San Juan, and intending to follow him next morning. 
But news of his trip reached Caatro'a camp,^" ami 
Chavez conceived the project of capturing the consul. 
The other officers, while admitting the advantage of 
such a capture, seem to have opposed the act as likely 
to make known their presence prematurely and pre- 
vent the success of their main purpose; but Chavez 
either overcame their fears, or, as some say, undertook 
the enterprise without their consent; and at any rate, 
he appeared about midnight at Gomez's rancho with 
a dozen men. Larkin was roused from sleep^ obliged 
to dress in haste^ and carried on horseback as a pris- 
oner to"the Salinas camp; but he was treated with 
the greatest kindness by all the Californian officers 
from the beginning to the end of his captivity. The 
plan was to utilize the possession of so important a 
man in later negotiations for a truce, exchange of 
prisoners, surrender, or escape from consequences of 
broken paroles, as circumstances might require. They 

'"Alrarado, Hist, CaL, MS<, v, 259-64, and several other Calif omuuu 
•tato that the Fench consul, Ga^qaet, sent the ioformatioii of Larkin's depart- 
ure to CaHtro; but perhaps this is an error. 
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also tried at first to induce the prisoner to aid their 
attempt on San Juan by writing letters to put the 
garrison on a false scent; but Larkin refused to write; 
and they in turn refused his proposition to be ex- 
changed for Pablo de la Guerra and others under 
arrest at Monterey. On the 16th the whole force 
started northward in four divisions, Larkin being- 
taken along closely guarded. The plan, as he undei"- 
stood it, was for a small party to attack San Juan in 
the night, and by a retreat to draw out the garrison 
in pursuit, to be cut off by the main body," 

As had been feared, Larkin's capture resulted in 
making Castro's presence known to the Americans. 
So far as can be determined from the complicated and 
contradictory testimony, Captain Thompson started 
from San Juan early on the 16th for Monterey, to 
consult with Frdmont, accompanied by a small guard 
and leaving the rest of his men in camp. He seems 
to have taken a short cut; while Captain Burroughs, 

"Lat-kin'a captivity is fally described in his original letters iu my pos- 
BeBuon, Nov. 25th, L. to hia wife, frcmStaBdrbara. LarJdn^s Doc., MS., iv. 
333. Dec. 4th, Id, told., from Angelea. Id., iv- 347- Jiin. llth. Id. to 
Id-, from Angelea ^ftei- re]ea«e. Id.^ y. 5. Jan. J4th, Id. to sec. state, from 
Angeles. Id., Off. Corre^., MS., ii. 90-1. JaiL 22d, Id. to Vallejo, from 
Angeles. Vcdlejoj Doc, MS.* i. 22. The writer givea many petty details, 
and often repeats that from Castro and hia oftioersi as weH as from Florea- 
and others in the south, be received always the best of treatment; though on 
a few occasions he was threatened by irresponsible soldiers. In the Ccdi' 
fornian of Feb. 13, 1847, he piiblished a card of thanks iu Spanish, to Nic. A. 
Den, J. A. Carrillo> J, M. Florea and wife, Ealogio C^lia and wife, Dofin 
Laisa Arguello de Zamorano, R. 8. Den, and Luis vign^. The news of hia 
capture was published in Id., Nov, 21, lSi6; and in Id,, Feb. 27, 1847» a 
kind of journal of his captivity, which has often been reprinted wholly or 
iu part, as in Bryant's WlyU I Saw, 361-3; ^Hmont^a Gal. Claims^ 75-6; 
Lancpy^s Cruise, 147-^, 180-1; and various county histories. See fJso, on 
Larkin 'a captivity, Bico, Mem., MS,, 41—5; 0<miez, Lo Que Sabe, MS., 49-50; 
Botdh, Anales, MS., 170-1; SovU's Annals, 763-4? IhUh^'a Nist. Cat., 
200; Batfis' Glimpses, MS., 355-6; Ord, Ocrtr., MS., 146; Savage, Doc, 
MS. , 23; and indeed, nearly all the references for the Katividad affair in the 
following notes. After the fight Larkin waa hurried south, by a party under 
Rico and Noriega. Rico absurdly talks of a plot to kill him and N. and re< 
lease the prisoner, who was to pay $1,000. Larkin was carried to Sta Bar- 
bara and finally delivered to Flores^ at Angeles, by whose order he was 
shown every kindness, though closely yarded. It was proposed at one 
time to send him to Mexico with some of the Ghino prisoners, as ailready re- 
lated; but he waa finally released on Jan. 9tb, the day before Stockton^s oc- 
cupation of Angeles, and returned to Monterey on t-he Cyane early in Febru- 
ary. 
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with all his men and horses, set out a little later by 
the main road. At Gomez's rancho Thompson not 
only learned what bad happened there in the night, 
but saw and pursued ineffectually two scoufa who 
had been sent by Castro to make observations. Fail- 
ing to capture these, Thompson sent a warning to 
Burroughs and hastened back to San Juan to bring up 
his men. Meanwhile Burroughs reached the rancho, 
learned what had occurred, and sent out a party of six 
or eight scouts southward into the plain to learn the 
enemy's whereabouts and numbers.^^ 

The Californians advanced northward, Joaquin de 
la Torre with a dozen horsemen as scouts in advance. 
Then came the vanguard under Castro, followed by 
Chavez's company, with Larkin in charge, while Rico 
commanded the rear guard, including a party in 

^'It is impossible to be entirely certain about the details of these events. 
One of the befit accounta extant ia that bj *E- C. K.*(Kemble, I think), in the 
S. F. Califorman, Au^. 21, 1S4T. His Teraion ia in eubataneo that of my 

toxt, except that he sccma to rcpresont Thompson aa having accompanied 

Burroughs in the morning, and as tirsfc sending and then coming back to S, 
Juan iov hia men ; but he alao speaks of T. Laving sent a m&n to warn B. , 
which is inconsistent with the theory that T. had accompanied B. Again 
'K,' (perhaps also Kemble) wrote an account for the Sao. Unicm, 1869^ wMcli 
I take from the /jos Angeles Star^ Dec 25, 1869, in which he repreaenta Bur- 
roughs, after his scouts tad met the foe, to have sent Lieut Rock (of Thomp- 
sons CO., but who had accompanied B.) back to 8- Juan to bring up Thomp- 
son and his men. ^K.' was ono of T/s men. Again, Winston Bennett, Pi- 
OJieer of '43, Bays that when Burroughs aent back for aid, being attacked, n 
messenger was sent to overtake T, , who had started with 3 mcu for Mont- 
aoross the hills. T. waa orertakon, returjted, and marched to aid B. Lancey, 
Cruise., 148-9, following *Kemble and others,' has it that B. and T, both 
started for Mont, wit^ a small guard, leaving their compauiea at S. Joan; 
that li- sent back to his lieut to &ing up the force as soon as he learned the 
preaeuce of the foe on reaching Gomez's rancho; and that T, came back abont 
the same time to lead his men, liaving aUo learned the presence of the foe, 
and sent a warning to B. Swasey, Col. hi ^4^-6^ MS., 15 ot seq., tOTiorcs all 
this preliminary matter, and implies tljat the entire forces under B. and T, 
(and etroneonsly Grigshy), advanced to Gomez's rancho, heard of the foe, and 
Anally determined on an ^ittack. Fraucisco Rico, Mem., MS.^ 35 et seq., 
and several other Califomiana mention the meeting between Castro^s scouts 
and a party of 8 Amer., some of them naming Tliompson, Vicente P, Go- 
mez, Lo Que Sabe, MS., 316 et aei^ (other versions by G., p. 35, 49), says 
that he and his brothar, sons of Joaquin G., owner of Los Vcrjelea, were 
the scouts, and gives particulars of the pursuit by Thompson's men. Most 
of the Californians think that Matthews, Larfcin's conmaniou, camped near 
the rancho, escaped capture, and carried the newa to 8- Juan; but none of 
tlje American witnesses say anything of Matthews. I have no doubt, from a 
carefnl study of the testimony, that the version of my text ia in substance 
correct. 
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charge of horses and munitions under Sergeant Ld- 
zaro Soto, It was perhaps 3 o'clock p. m., or even 
later, when the advance arrived at the Natividad 
rancho and met the American scouts. These were 
the men, six to ten in number, who had been sent 
out by Burroughs before Thompson's arrival. They 
included G-eorge Foster, often called captain, John 
{or James) Hayes, the two Delaware Indians, Tom 
Hill, and James Salmon, and several Walla Wallas. 
I think they had been in the vicinity several hours. 
On seeing the foe, two or three of the Indians fled to 
the rancho to give the alarm, while the rest posted 
themselves in the encinalitOy or little grove of oaks, 
close at hand, where they were presently attacked by 
Torre, and completely surrounded as soon as Castro 
and Chavez came up. The fight at the grove lasted 
an hour^ according to the estimate of Larkin, who 
was a spectator. The consul was desired to go to 
the Americans and induce them to surrender; but 
refused to do so unless he could offer a safe retreat to 
San Juan or Monterey, to which Castro would not 
consent- The riflemen behind trees had an advan- 
tage notwithstanding the disparity of numbers against 
the horsemen with their few ineffective muskets. 
Lieutenant Chavez and Alferez Juan Ignacio Cantua 
were badly wounded,^ and probably two or three 
Californians were killed, to be scalped by the Indian 
warriors. But Foster, riddled with musket-balls, at 
last fell dead at the foot of the tree that had pro- 
tected him; and Hayes was disabled by serious 
wounds in the thighs. Then the main body of the 
Americans appeared in sight; 25 or 30 men were left 

**Larkmsaw an officer who crept up to get a Tiewshot^ and carried off by 
one of hia compaoions. This waa probably Cantua, the standard-bearer » and 
Alvarado nanica Mariano Sobcranes aa the man who diatLnguiahed bimaelf by 
fiarrying off the wounded man on his horse, thiia saving him from tJie toma- 
hawks and scalping'knives of the Indiana. Alvarado's informant, Juan de 
Mata Boronda — whose version is also given in Vallejo, JJUt. CaLt MS., v. 
166-70 — and aortie other natives atato that the Americana drew the Califor- 
uiaus into an ambush at the grove; bnt this seems nnfounded, except by the 
fact that the Californians were surprised at finding the grove occupied by 
a foe. 
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to besiege the few remaining scouts; Rico^s rear 
guard was moved up; and the Californian army, 
about 65 strong, was drawn up on the plain to the 
right or east of the grove, to meet the enemy." 

When Thompson arrived with reenforccmcnts from 
San Juan» after the scouts had been sent out but be- 
fore the encinalito iight began,^^ there arose a discus- 
riion as to what should be done, Thompson and many 
of the men in both companies favored an advance to 
attack the Californians ; but Burroughs with much 
reason hesitated to incur the needless risk of engag- 
ing in a conflict which might result in a loss of his 
horses and the failure of all Fremont's plans. The 
controversy became heated as time passed on, and 
taunts of cowardice were flung at the captain by the 
irresponsible volunteers, Thompson, a reckless lire- 
cater, becoming extremely violent in his remarks. ^^ If 
any further incentive was needed, it came presently 
in reports from the Walla Walla scouts of what was 
going on at Natividad.^^ Detaching fourteen men to 
guard the horses in Gomez's corrals, and committing 

^* Swasey makes tLe grove fight a part of the general eogagement, statiikg 
that the scouts entered the woods to the right aa tbe AmericanB advanced, 
both fiahta going on together; but thia eeems to have no support. A writer 
in the Sfa Crriz Timv»t Aug. 27, 1870, tells U3 that the grove siege lasted 4 
houra before the main body appeare<l; but this is douhtleas an error, unleaa 
we include all the time spent oy the scouts at the grave before the enemy 
appeared. 

^^ Some imply the contrary, and some even state that the fight began be- 
fore a demand for aid was sent to S. Juan at all; but this seems very uxdikety, 
'K..* saya Thompson arrived at 9 a. m., and before noon the lino waa drawn 
up on the edge of the plain, though the advance did not begin till 3 f. jii. 
Thia may be accurate, and it is poasible that the scouts were posted in the 
grove; but that the fight had begun or was known to be raging at the time of 
his arrival I cannot believe, *E. C. K/ has it that the message reached S. 
Juan at 10 a- m., and the force arrived at tiie rancho an hour^ter, wbich Is 
more probable. Lancey saya it was .5 p, M, when tbo scouts left the maizi 
body for Natividad, but this may be a misprint. 

^* Red 'haired » sorrel-top, hell-roaring Thompson are some of the nameeby 
which he was known. 

^^Bennctt says tliat Foster's Walla Wallaa broke through the Californian 
lines and brougnt the news of Foster's death and Hayes' wounds, B. being 
tlic interpreter of the message for Thompson. All this seemstomeeirtremely 
improbable, especially as Bennett is clearly wrong in several other particulars. 
These Walla Wallas were probably those who left Foster before the fight be- 
^ui, but possibly men who had been sent oat to see what had bocome of 
Posterns company, and saw tho fight from a distance. Thia theory agrees 
with the iSta Gi"uz Tim^s account. 



FIGHT AT NATIVIDAD- 369 

to their care a field-piece found at the last moment to 
be unserviceable for the fight, Burroughs gave the 
order to advance, and the little army of about fifty 
men began their march, perhaps half an hour or more 
after the encinalito fight had begun. 

The Californians were superior in numberaand were 
skilful horsemen; but their weapons were a miscella- 
neous collection of improvised lances, reatas, ineflFective 
escopetas, and pistols, with powder for only a few dis- 
charges of the fire-arms- The Americans were, most of 
them, but indifierent riders; but they were well armed 
with rifles and had plenty of ammunition. Coming 
in sight of the enemy, Burroughs* men advanced rap- 
idly over the plain, Castro^s men fired their muskets 
at long range, doing no harm. The Americans, halt- 
ing, discharged their rifles, and at once charged upon 
the foe at full speed, with wild shouts, in a manner 
more creditable to their valor than to their discipline, 
each man for himself, with Captain Burroughs in ad- 
vance on his gray charger 'Sacramento.* The chaise 
was a blunder like that committed at San Pascual a 
little later, and with similar results. The Californiana 
feigned flight, in accordance with their usual tactics;^ 
but presently turned to attack their pursuers, as they 
came at full speed over the plain in disorder and armed 
with empty rifles. At the same time apparently the 20 
or SO men at the grove rushed up to attack the Amer- 
icans on the rear or flank.^ Some writers describe 
what followed as a desperate hand-to-hand fight, last- 
ing from ten to twenty minutes; but this is shown by 
the results to be an esaggeration. In such a conflict 
a large number of Americans must have fallen. But 

J^Iadeodf 30 or 40 of them ran away in good earnest, according to Larkin, 
who wae atill a spectator. These were probably men who were serving against 
their wiU. During the fight, Lorenzo Soto, in hia wrath at seeing a relative 
fall, rufibed npon Lafkin to kill (or scare?) him, bnt L. aaved himself bj 
hacking bis horse behind others ! L, waa, however, compelled to chauge ani- 
mak successively until he waa reduced to a ^$1 horse and $2 saddle.* 

^^Henry MarehaJl, StaieTnent, MS., 2-3, waa wounded by a lance in this 

part of the fight, which be describes more fully tban any other, being fol' 

towed by Lancey. 'E. 0. K.' alao mentions this movement, stating that 2 

Americana were killed and one wounded. 
QiHT. CaIm., Vol. V. 21 
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I suppose that only the foremost pursuers, and a few 
of Castro's men, came actually to close quarters for 
a very brief period. The brave Burroughs, however, 
leading the charge^ fell dead, pierced by a pistol- 
bullet;^ two or three others were killed; and several 
were wounded. Very soon, however, the Americans 
fell back into a more compact body; some of those in 
the rear, who had either reserved their fire at first 
or had time to reload, fired upon the advancing foe, 
killing and wounding several; and Castro's men again 
fled.^ The Californians remained in sight until night- 
fall, and may have indulged in some charges and evo- 
lutions at a safe distance; but there was no more 
fighting, and at last the enemy disappeared in the 
distance. Larkin describes the fight as having lasted 
some twenty or thirty minutes, and says the Califor- 
nians disappeared in successive detachments. The 
Californians say that the Americans finally dis- 
mounted and took refuge among the trees, which is 
not unlikely; and that they retreated because they 
had no possible chance of success against the rifles, 
especially as they had no more powder. Captain 
Thompson withdrew his force to Gomez's rancho to 
bury his dead, care for the wounded, and make prep- 
arations for defence, since a renewal of the attack 

'^^E. C. K.' says; *He foil headlong from his horse, his unloaded rifle 
in haudf sbot down by a swartby New Mesican, in the act of taming upon 
hitn,^ 'K-^ Bays the dashing 'hidalco rode up abreast, and flouriahing a nag 
,inone hand, with the other sent hia oullet through our leader's hody.* Chris' 
tiaa Chauncey, an eye-witnesa, tells us that Burrougha waa ehot by 'Three- 
fingered Jack,' who wished to get hia borso and saddle, though the horao es- 
caped. S, F. AltOf Aug. 8, 1853. Lajicey identifier the * swarthy New Mexi- 
can' with *Tbree'fiagered Jack/ as Bernardino Garcia^ the mnrdererof Cowia 
and Fowler at Sta Rosa in July, According to Sta Cruz TmeSj Torre was 
the man who killed Burroughs ; AJvarado saya it waa Juan de Mata Boronda ; 
and Swaaey, who gives one of the best accounts of the battle, is positive that 
it was ]Sfaniiel Castro himaelf. Clearly it is not known who £red the shot. 
Swasey notes that B. had in hia pocket a packet of letters for men at Mon- 
terey, the comer of each being out off and blood-marked by the baU. 

^^ It is Bald that Burronglia had at first ordered every alternate man to 
fire; but in the excitement little attention was paid to theorder, Thompson, 
however, induced aome of hia men to reserve their fire, and waa thus able at 
laat to repolae the enemy, Wm M. Boggs, in Napa Register, May 4, 1872, 
following Grecson — Bee also Qregson's StatfimeTU, MS., 4-6 — says that the 
arrival of Weber with reenforcementA put an end to the ^ht; bat thia is 
only a coofuaed reference to Thompsoifs arrival at au eariierliour- 
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was feared, Tom Hill, with perhaps anotlier Indian 
named Mcintosh, "was sent to Monterey with a mes- 
sage for Fremont, and is said to have had a fight on 
the way, in which he was wounded.^ 

The Americans lost at Natividad four or five 
men killed, including Burroughs, Foster, Ames, and 
Thorne;^^ and five or six wounded, including Hayes, 
Hill, Marshall, William McGlone, and James Cash. 
At least, these are the losses reported ; but it is possi- 
ble that they were more numerous, though the Cali- 
fomians doubtless exaggerate in their narratives.^ 
Foster was buried at the foot of the tree where he 
fell; the others were interred at Gromez's rancho, and 
a salute fired over their graves. The Californian 
loss was perhaps about the same as that of the Ameri- 
cans, though really little is known about it beyond the 
wounding of Chavez and Cantua at the grove. That 
so few were killed on the American side is accounted 
for by the short duration of the fight at close quarters ; 
but that the rifles did so little execution, especially at 

'^The Delaware's arrival ia noted (incorrectly aa on the morning of the 
16th) in CdtoJi^s Three Years^96-7; also his fight on the way, in which he 
met 3 CalifomiAna, killing one with his rifle^ another with hia tomahawk, 
while the third fled. Swaaey implies that Hill's wound was received in the 
fight before he started for Monterey, from the fragments of a bullet. X^ance^' 
has it that he got a lance through the haiid from the Indian he tomahawked 
on the way. 'E, C- K,' saya Charles Mcintosh and an Indian were sent to 
Monterey. See alao Oalifomiaut Nov. 21, 1S46, for adventures of the Walla 
Walla meBsengers. 

^' Billy the Cooper Ma mentioned by several authorities aa having been 
killed. Ilia real name was not known; but he was possibly the mun called 
Thome by ' E. C. K/ and others, 

**' Pioneer '(JohD A. Swan), in remiaiacences called oat by *K/a' article, 
SavagCj Doc., MS., iii. 20 et seq., was personally acquainted with the killed 
and wounded, and many others who took part in the fight, and ho thinks the 
loss was heavier than reported. 4 killed and 5 wounded is ^ E, C. K/s^ state- 
ment. Larkin says 4 kflled and 3 or 3 wounded, perhapa not including the 
grove fight; and again he saya there were 10 or 12 killed and wounded on 
each side. Gomez states that 4 dead and 9 wounded were brought to the 
rancho, G more dead found and buried ab the grove, and 3 bodies found later 
by the people of Natividad. Jos4 Ant. Alviao, Campafia de Natividad^ MS., 
son of the owner of the rancho, who claims to have first informed Castro of 
the presence of the Americans at S. Juan, says 4 Amfir. were killed and 4 
wounded. Kico says that in the main fight he aaw 8 or 9 Amer. killed, and 
heard of more, bciSides those killed at the grove. In a report of the time, 
Castro claimed to have killed 21 of the enemy. Femand^z, Doc,, MS., 53, 
Pico says the Amer. loat 2 oificers and several soldiers killed. Florea in I)ec 
reported that 11 Amer. had been killed. 
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the grove, where the enemy came near enough to rid- 
dle Foster's body with musket-balls, is remarkable; 
and, indeed, it is not unlikely that the loss may have 
been greater than represented- From a dozen to 
twenty was the estimate of the Americans, who of 
course had no means of knowing the truth.^ The 
dead were probably buried at Alisal rancho. Lieu- 
tenant ChavBz was cared for secretly at some of the 
ranchoSj and finally came to Monterey in January, 
where for a long time he eluded the vigilance of offi- 
cials, largely by the aid of prominent ladies.^^ The 
Californians after leaving Natividad dispersed for the 
most part as they advanced southward. Rico with a 
small party hastened with Larkin to the capital, 
where Castro also made his Qrppearanee later with 25 
or 30 of his army. Though the Americans were the 
attacking party, and were content to remain on the 
defensive after tho fight, yet the result was practically 
a victory for them, since the Californians were forced 
to abandon their projects of seizing the horses and 
harassing the battalion by a guerrilla warfare.' 
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Frt^montand his men left Monterey November l7th 
as soon as the news arrived from Los Verjeles. He 

^'■' Alviso says the Cal. lost 4 wounded. Kico eaya he loat 4 killed and 4 
wounded, beaides aeveral killed before at the grove. Loaa about aajna aa the 
Amer. according to Alvarado, Vallejo gives the loss as 3 killed and 4 
wo&uded; including Vicente Soto and Baiitist& Garcia. 3 killed and 5 
wounded according to Castra^s report . Mrs Ord says 2 killed. Inooente Gar- 
cia, HechoSj MS. , 97-8^ aays hia son Bauti^ta was wounded; also hoard from 
a fugitive at S, Luis that a ckolo and a cook from S. Lais and several from 
Monterey had been killed. Pico says Beveral of his own men were killed and 
woandcd. Nidever, Life, MS., 129-30, says an Italian, cutthroat named An- 
tonio was killed on the Cal. side. Larkin says 3 Californians were killed, 
beaidea Jo3^ Garcia from S. Anierica; and 7 wounded. Gomez tiays the 
Walla Wallas scalped 4 Californians. 

'* Many stories are told of Chavezes adveuturea in trying to avoid arrest. 
Onee he waa concealed in bed between two women, which prompts Hev. Wal- 
ter Colton, Three Year^, 145, to wickedly quote a verso from Don Juan. See 
also Ordt Ocurrencias, MS., 152-4; Qom&t to Que Sabe^ MS., 05-6. Lancey, 
Cmiss, 151, tcUa us Chavez waa takeoi on board the guard-ship at Monterey 
and hsA his wounds dressed. 

" Besides the referancea already given on the Natividad a^r, see Honolulu 
Fr%md, iv. 190; Martin's Narr., MS,, 35j Om, Hist. Cal,, K3., 479-^; La- 
rim^ Vida, MS., 23-4; Amadirrj Mem., MS., 170-2; Upham'ft Life Fr^moTU, 
242-^; Taylor's Etdoradot i. 194; and many of the county histories. 
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made some expeditions in different dircctiona in search 
of such parties of the enemy as might still he lurking 
in the district; but found no Californians, and in four 
or five days united his forces at San Juan, where he 
remained till the end of November, Some parties of 
recruits joined the force there, and one from the Sac- 
ramento did not arrive until ,the array had started 
southward. At San Juan the organization of the bat- 
talion, as already described, was completed; and on 
the 29th the army started on its march to cooperate 
with Stockton against Flores. The march was for 
the most part uneventful, and requires no extended 
description. Bryant's diary Is in print, and is supple- 
mented by many other narratives more or less com- 
plete, ^^ The rains of an extremely wet season had 
begun, and progress was consequently slow and diffi- 
cult along the muddy way. The old grass was spoiled 
by the rain, and the new was not sufficient to keep tha 
horses in strength. Many of the animals had to be 
abandoned on the way, and still more could barely 
carry their saddles without the riders, so that a large 
part of the march was performed by the men on foot. 
Luggage was carried by pack-mules. Beef was almost 
the only article of food, cattle being driven along with 
the army and killed at each halt as required. Many 
of the men were ill, but only one death occurred. The 
route was up the San Benito, over the hills to the 
Saliuas, up that valley and past San Miguel to San 
Luis, where they arrived the 14th of December. 

There is no reason to doubt that Fremont and his 
officers exerted themselves to prevent disorders and 
outrages on the march, and with a high degree of 

^BTyanf'^ WhatliSaw, 365-91; itinerary of dates and distances in Origa^ 
hy's Pclpers,M.S., 9-12; weather record i^ Frdj/tont^s Oeoff. Mem., 41-2. Other 
narrativea will be mentioned in later notes on special points; but the follow- 
ing may be named as not requiring further mention, though some of t-hem arc? 
accurate enough: S^ F. Star, Jan, 9, I847i copied in other papers; ^. F, Alta, 
Doc.l8,18o2; JfartiVa JVarr., MS., 36-8; Lancq^'s Cruise, 156-65; T-uthilVs 
Hist. Caf., 200-3; Upham's Lif^Fr&moiU, 242-9; Dice. Univ., viii. 160; Cvlts' 
Conq,, 16t)-2; Honolulu Frimd, iv. 190; Yolo Co. Hist., 20; and several other 
local hiatoriea. 
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success, considering the unfavorable circumstances. 
There was some complaint and insubordination among 
the men and subaltern officers, requiring a court-mar- 
tial for the trial of certain offenders on December 
?th,^^ The trail of Caatro's retreating force was 
crossed; and on the 8th two Californians were arrest- 
ed, as were several later- An Indian servant of Jesus 
Pico was taken on the 12th, and next day shot as a 
spy after triah The evidence against him has never 
been made public, but the act was doubtless an un- 
justifiable compliance with a bitter popular feeling in 
the army. On the same day the rancho of Ojitos was 
plundered, its buildings being burned by a scouting 
party-*" At San Luis Obispo it was thought there 
might be an armed force, and the place was accordingly 
surrounded and taken by a sudden assault on the 14th 
in the rainy darkness of night; but only women, chil- 
dren, and non-combatants were found." 

The house of Pico, the former commandant, was 

^BryoJitj 371. Swaaey, C(d. IS^S-G, MS,, 21, mentiona James SftVftge as 
one of the iforst malecontentaT aud saya that several officers were reduo^ to 
the ranks, there being also several desertions. Swaaey, p. 24-5, notes that on 
one occa^on shots were heard in advance, and the men were found engaged 
in a battle with grizzly bcara, of whieh 26 were killed. Eoggs, in Napa Heg- 
isier^ May 4, 1872, notes a mirage by which zt madroQo tree waa made to ap- 
pear & large force of the enemy. Also in Id., June 1, 1872, is described ft 
practical joke in which the bugler, Butler, was made to blow hia morning 
blast &nd rouse the camp, mistaking the moou for the sun. 

^" Pico, AcoJU,f M8', TO, says the Indian, named Santa Maria, had been 
sent out by him to watch the Americana. It is generally stated that papers 
were foand on hia person, perhaps communications to the enemy. S. Jos6 Pio- 
Tictr, Jan. 27, 1877. Faao Roblea is mentioned by several as the place where 
he waa arrested. Swaaey saya the shooting of the Indian was opposed hy 
many of the of&cera, but it was deemed nnsaie to disregard the Feeliiiga of the 
nndisciplined men. Janascna, Vida, MS., 197, says that Fri^mont farther 
aoutb mentioned the dLSereut outrages aa the acts of detaohe^l particfi, whom 
he could not control- Serrano says Xoa Ojitos was bnmed because the owner 
had two aona in the Californian armyi also that the bcil-ringer of San Luia 
waa threatened with death for having rung the vesper bells, and soon died of 
fright. Gonzalez, Mem-^ MS., 42-3, denounces these acts as cowardly, and 
notea that an American tried to mount a wild colt and was killed, probably 
an error. 

'^ Swasey, Gal. '4S-6, MS., 21-^2, graphically describes the amusing acenes 
of this night aaaault, including Gipt, Sears' valiant chaj;ge over adobe walls 
into a sheep corral. He also notes that many were made ill by eating rav- 
enoualy of the pumpkins ajid frijoles fonnd at San Luis. There have been re- 
ports that the inhabitants were surprised at a ball, but this seema to have no 
foundation in fact. See BrifatUj3ll: JanssenSt Tufa, MS., 193; Pico^A&yoL^ 
MS., 71; LaTtcG'/H CrvAae, 160. 
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searched with special zeal, but was found to be occu- 
pied by Henry J, Dally, from whom it was learned 
that the owner was probably at Wilson's rancbo; and 
a party was despatched at once to arrest him, under 
Daily's guidance. They returned next day with their 
prisoner, and on the 16th he was tried by court-mar- 
tiah Pico had not only broken his parole in taking 
up arms for Flores, but he had been prominent in the 
movement, had forced many Californians into the 
ranks, and had taken part with them in the campaign 
of Natividad, These facts were made known to Fre- 
mont through certain communications that had been 
delivered to him by Petronilo Kios a few days before, 
and which were produced at the triak The sentence 
was that Don Jesus, familiarly known as Totoi Pico, 
must be shot, a fate that he technically deserved. 
But his wife, accompanied by her fourteen children 
and many women of San Luis, came to throw herself 
at the American leader s feet, begging for her hus- 
band's life. Fremont could not resist her tearful plead- 
ings, to which were joined the solicitations of his ofiS>' 
cers and of some of his men whom Pico had befriended 
in former years. He granted a pardon, and though 
it provoked much temporary dissatisfaction among his 
rude followers, the act gai^ned for him the life-long 
gratitude and devotion of Don Jesua, who accompa- 
nied the battalion to the south, rendering every as- 
sistance in his power. Several others were arrested, 
but released in the region of San Luis, including Joa- 
quin Estrada, Inocente Grarcfa, and Mariano Bonilla, 
the latter being left as alcalde to preserve order at the 
ex-mission.^^ 

"PicOt AcOTtteeiJni&itoSt MS., 67-73. He eaya the docnments had been 
iutrusted by Lim to Eeed, owner of S- Migiiel rancbo, who had sent them to 
Capt, ViUavic'encio by Kios, who wafl taken by IV^mont, Dally, Narrative, 
MS., 27-41, civeacompleto details of the affair. Both Dally and Breek had 
been arrested by the Californiana during the military preparations, but re- 
leased on parole. It appears from his statemeiLts and from other evidence 
that somo of the CalifomianH on returning from Natividad -wero very bitter, 
and swore they would kill all foreigners, who were advised by the officers 
to keep in eloae retirement until the dauger was paat. Some were arreeted 
for protection. Streeter, RecolL, MS., fi7-75, alao givea many details of the 
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Leaving San Luis on the l7th, the battalion con- 
tinued its march southward without incidents requir- 
ing notice,^ and on the 24th cHmbed the lofty Cuesta 
de Santa In^8 by a difficult pass not far from that of 
the modern stage route. The afternoon of Christmas 
was spent in descending the southern slope of the 
mountain, an operation rendered difficult and even 
perilous by the rain which fell in torrents all the 
afternoon and night with a continuous gale of wind. 
Horses to the number of a hundred or more fell over 
the precipices or were drowned in the mountain tor- 
rents; the cannon and other luggage were left scat- 
tered along the way; the men slid rather than 
marched down the slipper3' rocks, waded the gullies, 
and at dark, storm-drenched and half-frozen, lay down 
to rest near the foot of the mountain without pro- 
tection from the pouring rain, some not arriving till 
late at night. Next day the guns and some other 
effects were brought down to camp; and on the 27th 
the battalion went on to Santa Barbara. No enemy 
appeared to resist their advance; a few foreigners 
came out to meet them; but the town was wellnigh 
deserted- Here Frdmont remained a week in camp 
before proceeding southward^ whither we shall accom- 
pany him later,^ 

troubles of foreignera in those days. Inocent* Garcia went to Sta BArbata 
with Plco and Fremont. In his BechoSt MS., 92-100, he gives many partic- 
nlara. Martin, Narr., MS., 36-7, ono of Dalbr's and Pico's captora, has 
also Homething to say on the subject, Swasey, Vtd. '^-6, gives aa eloquent 
account of the pardon scene; aa also does Talbot in Cutts^ Gonq.j 160-1. Ree 
alflo Bigetow^B Mem., 145-7j />aifw' OUmp^ea, MS,, 37S-9; Lancep^s Cruise, 
117, 161. Dec. 16thf Bonilla's appointment aiS alcalde of S- Luis. BoniUa^ 
Dot., MS., 20. It ig hard %a say what Frtoont^ CouTt-rr^Hial, 37S, means 
by the statement that he captured Pico 'with 35 others, among them the 
wounded captain who had commanded at La Natividad'I 

^Jaussena, Vidct^ MS., 193-5, who was living near Sta Li^s at the 
time, gives some unimportant details -of the passage of Fremont's army, 

"Davis, Glimpses, MS., 357-60, 374-6; Dittmann, Narrative, MS,, 39-41; 
Streeter, liecoU.. MS., 75-81; and Kidevor, Ljfe, MS., 127-9, givo some 
det^^s about Fremont's arrival and stay at Sta E^bara. The bhst-named 
takes particular plefi^uro in recounting his serviced in aiding in the search of 
houses belonging to prominent citizens like Guerra, See also, on the march 
of the baitalion and passage of the mountains, Oregson'^ Stal&nent, MS., 5- 
6; MeOhrisOan's Narr., MS.. 5-8; Bennett's Pimeer of '4$; BidrntlVs Oai,, 
MS.. 201-4; Sta Crm JSenltJielt March 21, 1868, 
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With their vivid descriptions of hardships expe- 
rienced iu crossing the Cuesta de Santa In^s many 
writers mingle sarcasm, ridicule, and blame, directed 
against Fremont for his choice of a route over the 
summit, instead of by the comparatively easy Gaviota 
]jass. They accuse him not only of bad judgment and 
excessive timidity in his fear of hostilities along the 
way, but of having deliberately prolonged his march 
from the beginning to the end, with a view to avoid an 
encounter with the foe at Loa Angeles, The charge 
of cowardice or lack of energy is an unjust one, though 
it may be clear to us, knowing the exact condition of 
aSairs, that the trip over the mountains involved 
needless risks and hardships. But at the time, the 
strength of the Californians in men, horses, and 
weapons was grossly exaggerated; rumors of impend- 
ing attack were current at every point; and there 
were probably definite warnings of danger at the pass 
from persong whom the leader deemed trustworthy, 
making it seem important to take an unusual route; 
which but for the violent storm would have involved 
no very serious hardships. Unfavorable comment on 
Fremont's action in this matter, as on his achieve;- 
menta as an explorer in earlier years, has sprung 
largely from the political prejudices of 1856. The 
average American cannot be trusted to testify fairly in 
the case of a political foe, being in that respect strik- 
ingly similar to the citizen of any other nation. 

A final northern campaign of the war remains to be 
put on record before we return to the operations of 
Stockton, Kearny, and Fremont iu the south. Could 
we credit all that has been written of this campaign, 
a long and somewhat interesting story might be told. 
Reduced to approximate limits of truth, the record is 
much less bulky and loses something of its fascination. 
While the organization and outfit of the battalion 
were in progress. Captain Weber took an active part 
in procuring horses for that force, and most of his 
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volunteer company joIne.d Fr^moDt under Thompson; 
but Weber raised another company for the protection 
of San Jos^ and the adjoining region, since there was 
no lack of rumors respecting impending hostilities by 
bands of roving CaUfornians, Lieutenant Pinkney, 
of the Savannah^ with midshipmen Watmough and 
Griffin, and a company of 50 men or more, was also 
sent by Captain Merviue from Yerba Buena to garri- 
son the pueblo, while Weber was busy in obtaining 
horses for the battalion. Many immigrants came 
down from the Sacramento to Santa Clara, fortifying 
the cx-mission, and organizing a company of about 30 
men, under Joseph Aram as captain^ for the protection 
of their families and those of their companions who 
were absent with Fremont. Thus the garrisons at 
Monterey, San Francisco, San Jos^, and Santa Clara 
were amply sufficient for protection. There was much 
difficulty in obtaining supplies of food; and Fremont's 
methods of plundering every rancho where cattle or 
other stores could be found were to a great extent 
those still employed,^ 

Throughout the preceding troubles many Califor- 
nians of the better class had remained quietly on 
their farms^ submitting not cheerfully but without re- 
sistance to the exchange of their animals and other 
property for Fremont's receipts. Their patience, how- 
ever, had been sorely tried during the process by the 
outrageous acts of different irresponsible Americans, 
who carried on the work of plunder under a show of 
military authority but beyond the control of the bat- 
talion officers;^ and it Avas completely exhausted when 

"^On the orgajiization of Weber's, PinkDey'st and Aram's companies, see 
HaU's Hist. 8, Jo&6, 155-7; ^f^co^, in Sta Cruz Times, July- Aug, 1S70; /-a/t- 
cq/^a Cruise, 192. Nov, 26th, J. A. Fnrbea at Sta Gtara certifies that in oon- 
acquenco of immigrants' feara of attack a wall is to be made in front of mission 
with only one entrance. Dofla Silveria Pacheco rente her house for this pur- 
pose ab $12 per month, S. Jos^, Arch., Loose -Pap., 57. 

■*'They areaclaaa of peraona who have drifted over the raountwnainto 
the country from the borclers of some of oup weatem states. It is sb prime 
feature in their pohcy to keep in advance of law and order, and to migrate 
aa of ten as these treiich on -fiieir irresponsible privileges. Their connection 
with our military operations here is a calamity that can only find a relief in 
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it became evident that the depredations were to be 
continued after the departure of both armies. They 
were ready to resist if an opportunity should pre- 
sent itself About the 8th of December as is gener- 
ally stated, but later I think, since the news did not 
reach Monterey till the 22d, Alcalde BartJett with 
five men started down the peninsula from Yerba 
Buena on one of the usual raids for cattle — that is 
Ije went to 'purchase* supplies, Francisco Sanchez, 
who had a rancho in the San Mateo region, and who 
had lost his own horses and those of Howard and 
Melius under his care at the hands of Weber, could 
not resist the temptation to retaliate. So with a 
small party he waylaid Bartlett and hia companions^ 
making them prisoners and carrying them to a camp 
in the hills. It is not probable that there had been 
any formal organization or plan before, but now reen- 
forcements came in from different quarters until San^ 
chez had perhaps 100 men. Some were impelled by 
exasperation at past losses; others by fear of vicari-- 
ous punishment for Sanchez's act; and there was prob- 
ably a party of some 20 men who had been recruited 
by Torre, Espinoaa, and Mota for Castro's army but 
had not joined that force, and had been ranging about 
the country secretly since the fight at Natividad, joined 
perhaps by a few members of the dispersed army.'*'" 
The plan, so far as any plan was formed, was to utilize 
the prisoners, with such other advantages as they 
might gain, to exact from the Americans a treaty to 
protect their property and put an end to depredations,*^ 
No acts of hostility were committed, 

the exigencies of war. . .The principal aufferera are men who have remained 
quietly on their farms, and whom wo are bound in honor as well as Bound 
policy to protect. To permit each men to be plundered under the filched 
autUority of our fla^ is a national reproach.' Cotton's Three Yeara, 155, 

*'Est^van dela Torre, iferoiw., MS,, gives some details, but he doea not 
state that the men of his party joined Sanchez, or indeed give any infoi'rna- 
tion about thia affair. 

^^Colton describes tliem as with few eEoeptiojis *menof thebetteratamp, 
men who had a permanentinlereat inthe aoil»and hadrefuaodto join thoraab 
spirits of the south. ' They stated ' that they had taken up arms not to make 
war on the American flag, hot to protect theraftelves from the depredations 
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Id the eyes of the Americans this act of Sanchez 
was the outbreak of a new rebellion, in which the Cal- 
ifornians took advantage of Fremont's departure to 
rise, 200 strong, for the purpose of committing out- 
rages on the unprotected immigrants.^ As soon as 
proper steps for defence could be taken, but somewhat 
tardily it would appear if Bartlett was captured on 
the 8th, Captain Weber marched from San Jose with 
33 men on the 25th to attack the foe; but changed 
his mind and went to San Francisco for orders and re- 
enforcements, Sanchez is said to have taken advan- 
tage of Weber's absence to approach San Jos^ the nest 
day, hoping to find the pueblo unprotected, but to 
have retired on finding Pinkney and his garrison pre- 
pared to fight.** Meanwhile, a force was fitted out 
and despatched on the 29th by Commandant Hull, 
who had succeeded Montgomery at Saa Francisco. 
This force of about 100, including Weber's company^ 
was commanded by Captain Ward Marston of the ma- 
rines.*^ The march was down the peninsula, delayed 

of those who imder color of that fla^ were pluadering thenif , , . and that on 
assurance being giTeu that these aets of lawleas violence should cease, they 
were ready to return quietly to their Jjoraea,* Three YeatSy 152, 

wPor instaQce, Hecos, Sta Gruz Timee, Jnly 23, 1870, talks of Sanehea'a 
men as raiding through the county, capturing Bartlett, and then turning their 
attention to Sta Clara in hopes to make short work of the nxen and *appro- 
priate tlie women to their own use' 1 

'*'Hall, Hist, S. Jo^^ 157 et seq., followed hj others, speaks of a warning 
sent to Pinkney by Sanchez, but I douhb that there was any correspondence 
at alh The same writers say that Forbes went to the Califomian camp to 
negotiate for a release of the piiaoncrg. Sanchez put Bartlett in Forbes' 
keeping for several days, ajid offered to give up all the captives in exchange 
for Weber; but the authorities at S. F. beiog consulted refu&ed to consent to 
any such arrangement. I do aot believe that any such propoaition was made, 
and I think it most likely that Forbes^ visit and the paiidal release of Bartlett 
were later occurrences. Sco note 45- In 5. Jos^ Pionfter, March 6th, it ia 
stated that Pinkney waa sent down to- take Weber's place at this time, and it 
may be true that P. had pre\'iou3ly retired and now returned; ss this would 
esplain the approach of Sanchez. Hall represents Bartlett aa having cried 
like a child wnen sent back to the Califoruians, especting to be killed I 

^^ According to list in MorUerej/ Cali/omianf Feb. 6, 1847, followed by Bry- 
ant, Hall, Iauc^, and also in S, F. Pacific News, Doc. 12, 1850, from C!iv%i, 
Lit. and Kaval Oas^te^ the force was made up as follows: Capt. Ward Mars- 
ton, with Asst Surgeon J. (or Marius) Duval as aid; 34 marines under Lieut 
Robert Tansill; 10 seamen with a field-piece under Master Win F. Delong 
(D. Gongh or de Longh or De longh) assisted by Midshipman John Kell; 
John Pray as interpreter; 33 mounted San Josd volunteers under Captain Chaa 
M. WebcT, with lieutenants John Murphy and John E«ed; and 12 raouated 
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somewhat aa it appears by the quality aud quantity of 
aguardiente found at one of the halting -places ; and 
on January 2d the enemy was seen on the Santa Clara 
plain. As the Americans advanced along the road^ the 
Californiana on horseback hovered about them on front 
and flanks at a safe distance, jMarston firing grape from 
his field-piece and Sanchez replying apparently with a 
few musket-shots.** Thus the two forces slowly ap- 
proached Santa Clara, being in sight of each other for 
several hours. Either at the beginning or at some 
later point of the advance the gun and part of Mars- 
ton's force seem to have become mired in crossing a 
marshy spot, and Sanchez made a 'charge;' that is, 
his men came for a few minutes within gunshot, and 
slightly wounded two of the Americans,*^ but retired 
as soon as the cannon was again in condition to be 
used. As they drew near to the mission, perhaps 
Captain Aram came out to aid Marston; at any rate, 
the Californians disappeared from sight, going toward 
the Santa Cruz mountains. The Americans, making 
no attempt to pursue the foe, repaired to the mission, 
and the 'battle of Santa Clara' was at an end. It has 
generally been described, though with many curious 
complications of detail, as a sharp engagement of sev- 
eral hours, in which Marston's gallant band attacked 
the enemy in a strong position, broke their line, drove 
them back inch by inch under a constant shower of 
bullets, and finally caused them to flee with four or 
five men killed and as many wounded, so demoralized 
that there was nothing left for them but unconditional 
surrender! No Californian was hurt; and evidently 
Sanchez had no intention of risking a fight, unless by 

Yerba Buena Tolunteera imder Oapt. W. M. Smith aiid Lieut Joha Rose, iii- 
cludiDgafewmeuundorCaptam Julias Martiu — or 101 men inaU. Jan. 9th, 
Richardflon to Fitch. Mentions Bartlett's capture and the departure of Mars- 
ton^B force, Mtch, Doc., MS., 411. 

'^The Califomiana arc said to have had a field-piece given up later; but It 
ii not stated that it was used. 

^ Ono of Weber^B men and a marine from the Daie. I^nccy nameg them 
as Jackacn Bennett and Robert Heeney, I. M. Baker assures me that he saw 
the men wounded. 
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good fortune the marines might be tempted into a 
pursuit resulting in a hand-to-hand conflict on horse- 
back.** 

In the evening a messenger came in from Sanchez 
with a flag of truce, doubuess to explain the griev- 
ances which had driven his countrymen to arms, and 
to offer submission on condition that the United States 
officers would guarantee protection of property; and 
an armistice was agreed upon until a reply could be 
obtained from San Francisco.*^ Next day, the 3d, 

"The earliest account in the Mo7}teret/ Cali/omian, Jan, Ifi, 1847, men- 
tioned no fight, but saya that Weber -was driven iuto Sta Clara by the Cali- 
foroiana, the leaders met under a flag of truce, and the Califomians agreed 
to dieperae under proper guaranties. In the next accoants. Id., Feb. G, 
1847; BrffarU. 415-16, there ha^l been an hour's fight, 2 Amer. wounded, Cal. 
losing a horse, and 'probably^ some men killed and wounded; but the Cal. 
were able to escape, having superior horses. In the S. F. Gal. Star^ Jan, 
9, 1847, 13 a report that Marston had captured the whole party of Cal. and 
ended the war. In Id., Jan, 23d, the version is that the enemy had retired 
from their * fortifications' near S, F., on Marston'a approach, and retreated to 
near St^ Clara, where they made a stand; but the cannon in a few honra 
brought out a fiag of truce, leading to a satisfactory settlement and full par- 
don of all. In Id. , Feb. 6th, the battle ia describtid aa in OaHfiymian and a 
list of officers is given ; but after this wa? pnt in type it WA9 le'amed that 4 
Cal. had beeik killed and 5 badly wounded I In the Annapolia €it?U, Lit. and 
Naifol Gazette of 1850, or earlier, appeared an elaborate account of the battle, 
and especiaUy of the evolutions of Marston^B forces, from the journal of an 
officer. I liave no doubt this account is correct enough, except iu the impli- 
cation that the enemy were within gunshot and defeated by the said evolu- 
tions. This writer also says the Cal. had 5 killed and 'a considerable 
number^ wounded. Hall aud Lancey are guidod by the accounts mentioned, 
but are somewhat carefnl not to conunit themselves as to the bloodshed. It 
must be admitted that only the long distance between the combatants pre- 
vented an exciting affair. The S. Jo36 Pioneer of Mar. 6, 1880, on Wober'a 
authority, represents VV. as having been the prominent man of the afiair, and 
as having by his generalship saved the army from defeat when involved in 
the mustard growth at the creek crossing and charged by Sanchez at full 
gallop. The battle 'was of short duration, about 2 hours, for experience has 
shown that Mexican valor is unequal to American pluck, and Sanchez, the 
last revolutionist of the period^ was obliged to capitulate to Capt, Weber, 
the man of all men whom he moat dosired as a prisoner.* Hecos, Sta Cruz 
Times, notes that the immigrants crept out trirough the mustard to at- 
tack the Califomians in the rear, putting them to flight. Eight CaL were 
killed! Miguel Florea, Recuerdos, M8., 16-21, gives a confused account of 
the fight, becundino Eobles, Relacion, MS., 15-25, gives a detailed narra- 
tive, which is pure fiction from beginning to end, Henry Marshal l,*?(atemea;, 
MS., 3-4, narrates tlie aflair briefly but with tolerable accuracy. See also 
EyaW 8 Judges and Criminals^ chap, xvi; Hyde^s SAaiement, MS., 9^ Coohe's 
Cong., 276; Z>avi3' Glimpses, MS., 356 ; Tinkham^a Hist. Stockton, 105 ; and 
the different county histories. 

^ Lancey speaks of an offer by Sanchez to surrender on certain conditions, 
a reply that it must be unconditional, an assurance from 8. that he would die 
iirst, etc. It was during the term of this truce, I think, that Forbes took a 
prominent part in negotiations; and then, if at all, that Bartlett was intruated 
temporarily to his care, and not earlier, ss Hall has it. See note 40. 
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Captain Maddox arrived with his company of 50 men 
or more. News of his approach came through San- 
chez, and an officer was sent to meet him, make known 
the truce, and prevent an attack by his men, who were 
eager for the fray — so eager that they had only taken 
ten days to come from Monterey I" Two days later 
a reply came from the commandant at San Francisco, 
probably to the effect that the surrender must be nom- 
inally unconditional, but with unofficial assurances, con- 
firmed by prominent citizens, that property should be 
no longer seized without the proper formalities and 
receipts/^ On the 7th arrived Lieutenant Grayson 
with 15 men from the north to join Maddox;*^ and 
on the 8th the treaty was concluded, Saflchez giving 
up his prisoners and arms, and his men retiring qui- 
etly to their farms, Marston and his men returned 
to Yerba Buena to receive congratulations from Cap- 
tain Mervine for their valor and success. The war in 
the north was at an end," 

**Maddo3t left Monterey Dec. 22d or 23d. Colton*8 Three Tears, 128; MoM. 
Ced^omian, Deo. 26» 1&47. I do not mean to imply that M. and 3iia men 
were timid and did not come as fast aa waa necessary; bnt eimply to esposo 
the absurdity of current acconnta about the difficulty of reetraining the force 
from atta<iking Sanchez. 

'^According to Col ton and the Cali/ornian, Sanchez and hia companions 
protested that they had no intention of fighting against the U. S., but only 
desired to protect themselvea from lawleaa depredations; and their terma 
were acceded to. 

**BoggB) in Napa RegistGTt Mar. SO, Apr. 20, 1872, waa one of these 
men, recruited by himself, Grayson, and Martin in the Sonoma region. After 
CKciting adventureH in crossing the bay they reached S. F. after Marston'a de- 
parture, and oven after the fight of the 2d. They were sent down by water 
to the Sta Clara landing, stole round the hoatile camp, joined Maddox, and 
charged into the midst of the Califomiane ! Then they learned that there 
was a tmce to terajinate at 9 o'clock next morning. At that hour they 
charged again (I), bat weremetbyBartlettwithne^v^of his release. Maddox 
sent Turn back with an order to surrender in 10 minutes, and Sanchez obeyed. 
B. took from Sanchez* men as many horses as were needed, and then marched 
■with Maddox for San Josi^, and sooo to Monterey via Sta Cruz. B. gives many 
detailst the value of which may be efltim.ated from the fact that one of their 
exploits on this march was tho arrest of Oen. Castro at Sta Cruz 1 

*" Jan. 12th, Mervine to the army. 'It is a novel instance in the hiatory 
of Gal. that her unrivalled cavalry were obliged to surrender and lay down 
their arms in consequence of being ho effectually entrapped as to deprive them 
of their usual alternative, and render estmpe impossible M Special thanks to 
the volnnteers and Capt. Smith, who on 13th replies; 'Our watchword is in- 
scribed upon our banner, and we trust tbat you will find us semper paratns. ' 
MoTd, CcUif. , Feb- 6, 1847. Lancey says that Sanchea was detained for a while 
on the Savattnah. 
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A sad event in northern annals of 1846, which may 
as well be recorded here as elsewhere, was the loss of 
the Warrer^s launch and twelve men, including two 
sons of Captain Montgomery— William H,, acting 
master of the Warren, and John E,, his father's secre- 
tary — with Midshipman Daniel C, Hugenin.'^ The 
boat was despatched late in November or early in 
December from Yerba Buena to New Helvetia, the 
officers having some business to transact with Captain 
Kern, and perhaps carrying $900 with which to pay 
off the garrison. They never arrived at Sutter's, and 
after several weeks Robert Ridley was sent in another 
launch up the Sacramento and San Joaquin, finding 
no traces of'boat or crew. Ridley's opinion was that 
they had been lost in a gale shortly after setting out; 
and tfiis became the prevalent theory among men ac- 
quainted with the circumstances, though there were 
those who thought the officers had been murdered by 
the crew, or that possibly all had been killed by the 
Indians. The question whether young Montgomery 
was alive or dead figured in later litigation respecting 
certain lands in San Francisco/^ In later years a 
report became current in the newspapers that one of 
the missing men, apparently Ladd, had been seen in 
New York, and confessed that his companions mur- 
dered the officers, destroyed the boat, and fled with 
the money, some of them perhaps joining the Indians.^ 

*^Tbe sailors of the crew were: Geo» Kodmao, Anthony Sylvester, Alex. 
McDonald, Sam. Turner^ S&m. Lane^ Milton Ladd, John W. Dawd, Gilman 
Hilton, and Lawton Lee. 

^^Motit. California^, Jan, 23, 1847; S. F. Gal. Star, Jan. 23, 1847s Davi&' 
Qlimp&es^ MS., 552; Honolulu Pol^iesiariy iv. 51; and inaccurate mention in 
ShermoTi'a Mem., i. 35. Sea also OaL Nepta, 1 Sawyer^ 668-9. 

''^A correapondent of the S. F^ Bulletin, June 17, 1869, claims to have met 
an early Califomian who met one of the party in New York and heard hia 
story, A 'Pioneer/ in /tf,, June 22d, aaya that in 1857 or 1858 ho met a 
miner — stiU living in 1809 — who pointed out a tn^n as one of the murderers, 
and gave details of his having with a companion worked at various ranchos, 
one of the two being hanged after the gold discovery at Eangtown. This story 
is repeated in other papers. Wm T. Wheeler, Lobs of the * TFarwrt,' MS., a 
boy on the Warreji in 1846, and well acquainted with Ladd and Turner, is 
strong in the belief that the officers were murdered. He cites some myBterioua 
acta and words of hiachum Turner at parting; and he thinks incaseof WTect 
some part of the boat or tie water-cask would sure^ have come to light. 



CHAPTER XV, 

THE CONQUEST COMPLETED BY STOCKTON AND FREMONT. 

Januaky, 1847. 

Stockton'^ Ahmy— The Auvabck from Sas Errnardo to Los Cov^>tks — 
Propositions from Florbs— A Proclamation— Sand-stohm—Fokb- 
tee's Services — CnAMVK of Roctte to Avom AMcgstr— Fkbparatioks 
OF THE Californians — From La Jabonbria to Paso hb Bartolo — Thk 
Battle of the San Gabriel — Stockton's Report — Defeat of thk 
Califorkians — Fight of the Mesa — Fntky into Los Angeles — Fre- 
mont's March from Santa BArbar.* to San Fbrn'anckj— The Califok- 
NiAKS at Loa VEEDuooa— ErroRTS of Jesfs Pico— Flores Transfers 
Command tu ANDRia Pico — Armistick — Theaty of Cahuenqa — Tjiii 
War at an End — Fb^mont at Asqeles — Flight of Flores and Ma- 
NDBL Castro to Sonora, 

We left Stockton and his army of about 600 men 
encamped at San Bernardo on December 31, 184G» 
They had Jeft San Diego two days before for an ad- 
vance on Los Angeles, The composition of the force 
is given in the appended note.^ Only Grillespie's vol- 

'Commodore Robert F. Sbotkbon, U. S. N-, commaader-in-ehief. Gen. 
StepheaW. Keoriiy, in command of tbedivieion. Lieut Stephen C. Eowan, U. 
S. N,, of Oyane, major. Uapt- Win H. Emory, \J. S. top. engineera, acting ad- 
jutant general. Lieut Geo. Minor, U. S, N. j of Savannah, quartermaster, ss- 
eisted by Daniel Fiaber. Purser Wni Speiden, of Congress, commissary, as- 
Biated by Jolm Bidwell (capt, of voluateera), John Soatbwick, carpenter of 
Cort^Tt»8t chief engineer in com. of sappers and miners. Doctors John S. 
Griffin, U. 8. A,, Andrew A. Henderson^ of PorlmiQiU\ and Cbaa Eversfield, 
i>iVongrt9&^ surgeons. Capt. Miguol Pedrorena, of Cal. battalion, and Lieut 
Andrew F. V, Gray, U. S. N., aides-de-ciamp of commander-in-chief. 

1st diTieion, or oattalion, commanded by (^pt. J. Zielin: Zielin^a marincii, 
Co. C, musketeers of PoHsmouth, Capt. Benj. F, B. Hunter, acting lieut U. 
S, N. ; Lieut Ed, C. Grafton^ midahipraan U. S. N. Co, F, carbineers, Capt. 
James M- Duncan, passed mid.; Lieut Joseph Parrish, midn Ca 33, car- 
bineers of Cj/ane, Capt. J. Fenwick Stenaou, passed mid.; Lieut Edmund 
Sliepherd, raid. Co. G, carbineers of Congress, Capt. John Reed (Peet or 
Peoo), saibnaker. 

2d battalion, commanded by Capt. Henry S, Turner: Corapaniefl C and 
Hist. Cal., Vol. V, 25 ( &85 J 
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unteer riffemeu were mounted; and the luggage was 
carried in teu ox-carts. Horses and oxen in small 
numbers, as well as small food supplies, were obtained 
at several points along the route. Says Stockton: 
''Our men were badly clothed, and their shoes gen- 
erally made by themselves out of canvas. It was 
very cold and the roads heavy. Our animals were 
all poor and weak, some of them giving out daily, 
which gave much hard work to the men in dragging 
the heavy carts, loaded with ammunition and provi- 
sions, through deep sands and up steep ascents, and 
the prospect before us was far from being that which 
we mlglit have desired; but nothing could break 
down the fine spirits of those under my command, 
or cool their readiness and ardor to perform their 
duty; and they went through the whole march of 
one hundred and forty-five miles with alacrity and 
cheerfulness,"^ Leaving San Bernardo the 1st of 
January, 1847, they encamped successively at Buena- 
vista, San Luis Rey, and Las Florcs, in their unevent- 
ful progress.^ Reports came in that Fremont was 

Kf U, 8. tat dragoooa, united aud dismoimted, 55 uwa; Lieut John W. Da- 
vidson. Co. P^ mua;keteei"s of Cyane, Capt, Edward Higgiaa, acting lieat 
U. 3. N. ; Lieut John Van Ness Philip and Albert AUuiand, acting heuteu 
ants, also Wm SiniTnona, commodortfa clerk. Artillery co. of Bailors, (y 
guna, 45 men. Capt. Richard L. Tilghman, lieut U. 8. W. ; Lient Wm H. 
j'hompson, passed mid. 

3d battalion, commanded ly Capt. Wm Bh Eenabaw, lieot U. S, N.; Co. 
B, musketeers of Savannah, Capt, Renshaw; Lient Geo. E. MoL^an; Philip 
H, Haywood and Robert C. DuvalL, mid, Co. A, musk«teera of Ootigress, 
Capt. John Goest, passed mid,; Lient Theodore Lee and Benj. F. Wella, 
mid. There were 379 sailors and marines in all the diviaions. 

Itli battalion: squLidroDof mounted volunteers, inclnding 30 Caiifomions, 
acting as guarda or skirraishera on front, rear, and flanks; under command of 
Capt, Arch- H. Gillespie, also captains Samuel Gibson, Sam. B. Henaley, 
and Santiago E. ArcUello; lieutenants Luis Argiiello, Hiram Ehcuaaw, and 
— — . 84 men. besi<^a 3 employ^ of the topographical engineers- The total 
force was 607 meuj of whom 44 were officers. 

The authorities for this Ust are Stockton^s official report in Stocki&rb'a Mil. 
and N'av. Op.j 31 et seq^; Emory^s N^otes, 115; and a MS. list hy Braokett, in 
Miscd. Hid. Pap.j 31. The company lettering la from Brackett; according 
to Stockton's account of later events, companies E, F, and G were respectively 
Co. A, carbineefs of the Oyan^, Co. C, carb., and Co, A, carb. of the Con- 
ijrtA9^ Lieut H. B. Wateon is also named. 

'Eeport of Feb. 5th, id StocHm'e Mil and Nav^ Op., 31. 

* Griffin's Diartf, MS., 44 etaeq., and Bmory'a I^otes, 116 et aeq., are the 
best original authorities for the march, the former being much the more com- 
plete. Jan. Lst, J. A. Pico sent word that he had horaea for the army, but 
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approaching Los Angeles from the north, and that 
the Califomians had gone to meet him 600 strong 
under Andrds Pico. Soon after they left Las Flores 
on the 4th, three men appeared — William Workman, 
Charles Fliigge, and Domingo Olivas-^uoder a flag 
of truce^ bringing a letter from Flores, dated on the 
Ist. In this communication the general suggested, 
rather than asked for, a truce to await confirmation 
of a current report that peace had been made between 
Mexico and the United States, and thus avoid a use- 
less spilling of blood.* But Stockton peremptorily re- 
fused to enter into negotiations with Flores, declaring 
him to be a man without honor, who had broken his 
parole, and would bo shot as a rebel if caught." The 
envoys made a plea in behalf of the people; but the 
commodore would listen to nothing but propositions 
of unconditional surrender. Workman, however, ac- 
companied the army to San Jua'n Capistrano, where 
oa the 5tli he induced Stockton to issue a proclama- 
tion offering a general amnesty to all Califomians ex- 
eept Floras, on condition that he should be given up 
as a priscmer/ It was noted that at the pass be- 

was distnieted. Jan. 2d, at S. Luis eoiue bailors broke into the church and 
committed petty thefts. Forster came in with reporta. Hensley went to 
Picons rancho of Sta. Margarita, and brought in ^orac horaes and 45 oxen next 
day. 

*Jan. Iflt, Florea to Stockton, in Stockton's MiL and Nav. Op^, 19-20, 
evidently a not very accurate translation, F, aaya ho had been urged by for- 
o^n residenta to communicate with S. through them aa mediatora lor an hon- 
orable adjustment, but has nob felb at liberty to do so nntil now^ when such 
action ia required by tho nimora ot peace. He denounces S. for the unjust 
war he ia waging, and ejcpreaaea the dotermination of himself and men to 
defend their conntiy to tne last if S. declines the truce. In Olvera, Doc^ 
MS'i 7l-3j ia a blotter of a somewhat similar letter^ written by Florea on 
Dec. 31at; but he must have made great ch^iugea in it if the tr^uiBlation niay 
be truated at aD. In this copy V. eipreBflea Ma joy ou the news of probable 
peace, luid hia surprise that S. should Lave started from S. Diego under such 
circumatancea ; and he writes aimply to save hia responaibility in case blood 
shall be ehed after a treaty has been made. Nothing is said of the unjuat 
wav or reaoiution to resist, etc. Forster, Pioneer Data, MS,, 45 et seq., ia 
the only one who names Olivas { and he abo notes the fact that each of the 
three ambassadors UnaUy met &. tragic death. 

^GriffinT Forster, and others represent Stockton aa having shown much 
anger, especially at tho idea of Flores' claiming to be governor of Cal. 

* Spanish translation in OlvertLy Doc^, MS., 75- Stockton aaya nothing of 
this document, but it is mentioned by Griffin, who feared a pretended accept- 
ance by tho people. 
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tween Las Florcs and San Juan a small force of the 
enemy might easily have defeated the army. 

Stockton's camp of the 5th was at LosAlisos; next 
day he marched to Saata Ana; and on the 7th to Los 
Coyotes, John Forstcr accompanied the army and 
rendered valuable aid in obtaining supplies and infor- 
mation, A violent wind, raising cloudy of dust, con- 
tinued through the night and morning of the 6th-7th^ 
of which, as Emory says, the enemy should have taken 
advantage for an attack. Conflicting rumors had 
been received about Floras' movements, the general 
impression being that his first meeting would be with 
Fremont rather than Stockton; but in the region of 
Los Coyotes reliable information was obtained that 
the Californians would make a stand at the Sau 
Gabriel River; and indeed, the enemy's scouts wera 
seen, making some hostile demonstirations,^ Ne^t 
morning, the 8th of^ January, anniversary of the battle 
of New Orleans, as the soldiers did not need to bu 
reminded, the advance was resumed. Though the 
official reports make no allusion to any change of plan 
or route, I have no doubt that the original intention 
was to proceed by the most direct way, crossing tlic 
San Gabriel at the lower ford, but was changed in 
consequence of information received through Forstcr 
that the Californians occupied a most advantageous 
position on the lower route,* At any ratOj Stockton 

' Griffin, Diari/, MB., 52, eays they even captured two vaqueros, and aUi> 
I^orster, whom they released, for he soon cliuju back to camp. 

■Forater, Pioneer Data, MS., 49 et bcq,, as in conversation, states poai- 
tively that auch was the ca^e. He leamed that Flores, though supposed by 
the Americans and non-combatant Californiana to be at S. i'emando awaiting 
Fremont, had really paaaed Angeles in the night and had posted hia men in 
ambueh in the wiUowa and mustard at a point near the modem Gallatin^ where 
Stockton^s men could be attacked at a fearful disadvantage. Thia iH coniinned, 
as we shall ace, by Corcnel and other Californians. Innis narrative, Porater 
aays ho got the infonnation from an Indian, He also raentiona interviews 
with Ramon Cajrillo, who was willing to abandon the cause of Floras, but 
feared punishment for breaking hia parole and for bia supposed part in the 
killing of the Bear Fla^ men at Sonoma. Forster promiaed to intercede witli 
Stockton, from whom he got a written guaranty, bat oonld not find Carrillo 
again. He claims that Carrillo knew nothing of Florea* real movements — not 
a very plausible claim- Dr Griffin also noted in hia diary Carrillo'a reported 
presence and desire for pardon. In 1874 Forster stated that having fallen 
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yoon swerved to the right after leaving Los Coyotes, 
and directed his course toward the upper ford, the 
PasD de Bartolo. He approached the river between 
2 and 3 o'clock in the afternaonj and found the enemy 

in possession of the opposite^ or north-western, bank, 
the Californian scouts having been seen before in the 
^Jistancet 

What has been said of Floras' operations during 
the last half of December,^ may be literally applied 
to the first week in January. There exists no docu- 
mentary record of what was being done by the 
Californians In these days, but there is nothing of 
mystery connected with the subject Dissensions 
continued between the leaders, Flores being less to 
blame than the others for this state of things, but 
still much discouraged. His original intention had 
been to so harass the foe by a guerrilla warfare as to 
limit the American occupation to a few poiots until 
either aid or news of a treaty should come from Mex- 
ico, With the hearty cooperation of all, even with 
his limited resources, he might have accomplished 
much in this direction. But there was no longer any 
popular enthusiasm whatever. Such patriotic zeal 
-as had at first existed, and had been fanned into flame ' 
by early successes, had now disappeared in conse- 
quence of official disputes and mismanagement, calm 
reflection, and the personal hardships resulting from 
war. There was left no hope of success. The only 
remaining stimulants to action were a degree of stub- 
born national pride, and a fear of punishment for past 
offences, fomented by the officers who had broken 
their paroles. The Californians were not in earnest, 

into the Btroam he went back to a honse to dry hia clothing. Hero he met a 
party of Uaiifomiana, among wliotn waa a friend anKioua to secure Stock*orv'a 
protection, but fearful because of hie Souoma record; and from him^ for a 
promise of protection, the information waa received. Thus it appears clear 
enough that Garrillo waa the informaiit, though Forstor thought it desirable, 
on second thoughts, to conceal the fact. The Califomiana, however, generally 
jLttributed the revelation of the plan to Loreixzo Soto, 
■See p. ii5r> of thia volume. 
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and they accomplished nothing. Their scouts retired 
before the advance of Stockton and Fremont, not 
even driving off the cattle and horses along the route. 
The letter of January 1st was sent by Flores merely 
in the hope of gaining time. What reasons if any he 
had for expecting news of a treaty I do not know; 
but Stockton's verbal reply was not encouraging, and 
still less so his later written offer of armistice to the 
people if they would give up their general. As the 
enemy approached from south and north the situation 
became more critical, and no new resources were de- 
veloped. It was thought that Fremont would arrive 
first, or at least that the first conflict should be with 
his forces, and the CaHfornian army was accordingly 
stationed for several days at Sail Fernando ; but 
Stockton's advance was perhaps more rapid than had 
been expected; and at the last the plans were changed. 
On the 6th or 7th the army was moved rapidly and 
secretly, without entering the town, to the vicinity 
of the San Gabriel River, and posted at La Jabon- 
eria in the willows and mustard at a spot command- 
ing the route by which Stockton was expected to- 
pass. But early on the 8th the scouts brought newt> 
that the plan had been revealed and the America,iis 
were marching for the upper ford- The disappoint- 
ment was great at losing an expected advantage; but 
Flores at once set out up the river, and reached the 
Paso de Bartolo shortly before the Americans made 
their appearance,^'* 

'° Coronet, Coaas de €<d.y MS. , 120, etc. Andrea Pico aeema to have been 
in conuoand at Si, Fernando, while Fl-orea and Carrillo remained iii the i^outh, 
ordering Pieo to join them after Stockton had reached Sta Ajta. Pieo'a 
route waa by Los Verdugos and Arroyo Seco. The lower ford is called 
Los NietoB. This writer namea the Sonoran^ Lorenzo Soto, as the man who 
revealed the ambush. Moat of the Sta Barbara company deeerted in the 
night of the 7th. Larkiifa journal, io MonL Cal\fomiant Feb. 27, 1847, men- 
tions the encampment for 2 or 3 days at S. Fernando. Kico, Meim,, MS., 4S 
et aeq.^ mentions the anibuah and change of route, bat thinks the warning 
w^aa given by one Domingnez. Each narrator ia inclined to attribute this act to^ 
some personal enemy; but 1 have already noted the probability that E«non 
CarrOio was the man. Manuel Caatro, ^emcao*, MS., in preaenting the 
troubleis of the Califomians, throws the blame chiefly on Flores, aa cowardly 
and inoonipetent, inspiring no faithj keeping his place by intrigue, and thn» 
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Plores posted his men, nearly 500 ia number, on a 
bluff, or bank, forty or fifty feet high^ skirting the 
river bottoca at a distance of from 400 to 600 yards 
from the water. The two cannon, nine-pounders ap- 
parently, were placed opposite to and commanding 
the ford. Two squadrons of horsemen under Andrea 
Pico and Manuel Garfias were stationed on the right 
a few hundred yards southward, and another squad- 
ron nnder Jos^ Antonio Carrillo on the loft at a 
greater distance up the stream, A party of skir- 
mishers seems to have been sent across the river, and 
to have retired ae the Americans advanced Stookr 
ton's order of march was as follows; Centre, Turner's 
2d division, with Hensley's riflemen as advance 
guard, and two guns ou each flank; right, 1st division 
under Zielin; left, 3d division under Renshaw; rear, 
4th division under Gillespie, with two guns under 
Thompson, and guard of 49 men under Haywood, 
the cattle and wagons being in the centre^ in what 
the sailors termed a 'Yankee corral.' The army 
halted about a quarter of a mile from the river to 
make final preparations, and then moved forward 
again to attack the Californians. I append in a note 
Stoekton^s ofEcial report of the engagement that fol- 
lowed, interspersed with items from, other sources. ^^ 

robbing real patriots of their due glory! Ofiio, Hist. Cal., MS,, 487 et aeq,, 
tells us the (^ifomlons had no advantages but their courage. To the am- 
bush he adda Flores' plan to fire the musUrd ou the enemy's approach, and 
charffe under cover of the smoko! He does not name the ^spurious Califor- 
nian who betrayed his country. Botello, Analea del Svr^ MS., 156, etc., 
gives a good account of the preparations, agreeing for the most part with 
that of Coronel. He eaya Ramon Carrillo commanded a party of scouts in 
the south, and Joe6 Carrillo (son of Don Cirlos) a similar party in the north 
to watch Fremont, ivhile the rest of the force was concentrated at S. Fer- 
nando. It was on the 7tb that the army countermarched Bocretly to La 
Jaboneria. But Stockton turned off at Los Nietos and spoiled the plaii. 
Pfllomares, Mtm., MS., 76 et seq., gives some particulars of the retreat of 
the scouts before Stockton's advance, as well aa of Floros' general move- 
ments. Avila, JVotow, MS., 32 ct seq,, calla the upper ford Corunga, imply- 
ing that it wa^ distinct from Bartolo. In Los Angdes IHat., 23, it is called 
Cumnga, or Pico Crossing. 

^^Eeport of Feb. 6> 1847* to Sec- Bancroft, in Stochtoyt'a MU. and Nav. 
Oper,, 32 et seq. Stockton also briefly describes tlje battle in his reports of 
Jan, 11th, Id., 17-19, and Feb. ISth, StocJcton's Report, 47-8; but gives no 
aflditional information. There are mentions also in sevej'rtl other official re^ 
ports of (tifferent officers, but no details. These documeiit*) have been often 
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Erom the testimony thus cited^ the ofScial report 
somewhat ridiculously magnifying the battle of San 
Gabriel for eflfect at Washington, it appears that 
Stockton's force forded the river under a constant fire 

reprinted wholly or in part, eapeoially by Cutta, Bryant, Stockton's L\fty Lan- 
eey, etc. A biief but clear account is given in Bmory^a Notes, 1 19-20» See 
also Galifomian narratives as cited in note 10. 

'A detachment of marines, under Lieut Watson, was Gent to atrengthea 
the left flank. A party of the enemy, 150 strong, had now crossed the river 
and made several inctFectnal cfibrts to drive a band of wild marca upon the 
advance party,* There ia no other authority for this attempt, though Castro, 
ServicioBj M.S., and others speak vaguely of having captured some Eoraea and 
eaddlea at aome time during the fight; and Qiifhn says 21 horses were lost, 
having been tied by the volunteers before the fight, and forgotten until it was 
too late. ' We now moved forward to the ford in broken files; Oapt. Hcualoy^a 
command waa ordered to dismount, and, acting as skirmishers, it deployed to 
the front and crossed the stream, which is about 50 yards in width' (Emory 
eaya: * The river was about 100 yards wide, knee-deep, and flowing over 
quicksand. Either side was fringed with a thick undergrowth. The a]j- 
proach on our side was level; that on the eneiny^a waa favorable to him'). 
' driving before him a party of the enenjy which had attempted to annoy us/ 
Garcia, Hechos, MS., 102-3, ia the only Califomian who says anything of thia 

Earty, which he saya was of 200 men under Joaquin and Gabriel de la Torre. 
Imory saya that on approaching the thicket they received the scattering lire 
of the enemy's sharpshootern. 'The enemy had now taken their position 
upon the heigh taj diatant GOO yarda from the river and 50 feet abovo its level; 
tUcir centre or main body, about 200 strong, was stationed immediately in 
front of the ford, upon which they opened a lire from two pieces of artillery, 
throwing round and grape ehot without effect.' (Emory says; *Aa the liue 
— of skimiiabers-^waa about the middle of the river, the enemy opened hia 
battery, and made the water fly with grape and round shot/) 'Their right 
and left wings were separated from tiie main body about 300 yarda.* The 
Californians say that Carriflo's division waa 1,000 or 1,500 yards away; and 
several add that he waa stationed there on pretext of guarding a paas to tlie 
lulls, but really becauae Plorea distrusted him. * Our column halted upon the 
edge of the strKani; at this time the guns wurt: unlimbered to return the 
enemy*3 fire, but were ordered again to be limbered and not a gitn to be fired 
until the opposite bank of the river was gained.* It is stated iniS'^octort'^ 
Life, 144 ct seq., and confirmed by other witnceees, that Kearny ordered the 
guna unlimbered before crossing, aa waa doubtless the most prudent course, 
but Stockton countermanded the order. Half-way across, K, aeota message 
that it would be impoasiblo to eroas, as there was a quicksand; but S. dis- 
mounted, seized the ropea, and declared, 'Quicksand or no quicksand, tlje 
guna shall pass over,' The phraao as heard by Forstor, who waa present, waa 
'Quicksands be damned,' etc. See alao BidwelVs CaL, MS., 207 et seq. He 
says Kearny showed much suppressed anger at this and before at Stockton's 
reply to Florcs' letter; but I fancy this is an exaggeration. 'The two U- 
pounders^ dragged by officers as well as meu and mnles, aoou reached the 
opposite bank, when they were immediately placed in battery. The column 
now followed in order under a moat galling fire from the enemy, and became 
warmly engaged on the opposite Imnk, their round shot and grape falling 
thickly amongst us as we approached the stream, without doing any injury, 
our men marching steadily forward. The dragoons and Cj/ane^s musketeers, 
occupying the centre, soon crossed and formed upon a bank about 4 feet above 
the stream. The loft, advancino; at the same time, soon occupied its position 
across the river. The roar waa TongeT' in getting across the water; the eand 
being deep, ita passage waa delayed by the 1>aggage carts; however, in a few 
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from the enemy's guns, which under ordhiary circum- 
stances would have caused great loss of life, but had 
practically no effect because of the bad powder used, 
planted his artillery on the right bank, and soon si- 
momenta the passage of the whole force was effected, with only one man 
killed and one wounded, notwithstanding the caeToy kept up an incossant 
fire from the heights/ (Emory says: ' On the rin;ht bank of the river there 
waa a natural banquette, breaat-lii^h- Urider this the line was deployed. 
To this accident of the ground ia to be attributed the little loss we sustained 
from the enemy'H artillery, which showered p7"ftpeand round shot over onr 
heads.') Neit^ier gives the chief reason for the alight loss of life, which was 
the worthleaaness of the powder made at San Gabriel, Emory^a further 
statement, 'Whilst this was going on, our rear was attacked by a very bold 
charge^ and repulsed/ is unintelligible, to say nothing of the ^bull/ 

*0n taking a position upon the low bank, the ri^ht flank, under Capt 
2ielin, waa ordet-ed to deploy to the right; two guns from the rear were im- 
mediately brought to the right; the +- pounder under Thompson, supported 
by the riflemen under Renshaw, The left (lank deployed into line in open or- 
der. During tbia time onr aj-tillery began to tell upon the enemy, who con- 
tinued their fire without interru^jtion. The 9-pouuders standing in plain view 
upon the bank were discharged with such prociaion' — most witnesses state, aa 
waa doubtless true, that Stockton himsclt aimed one of the guns — ' that it 
soon became too warm for the enemy to remain upon the brow of their heights; 
eventuaUy a shot told upon their fl-pounder, knocked the gun from ita trail, 
astounding the enemy ho ranch that uaey leftit for four orfive minutes. Some 
20 ol them now advanced^ and hastily fastening ropca to it, dragged the guji' 
to the rear.' Coronel says that the brow of the hiU protected -Sie Californi- 
ans, but at the aame time prevented their own guna being fired effectively ex- 
cept as they were advanced to the brow, discharged, and dr^ged back; and 
soon both were dismounted by the Americana* fire. Rico claims that the guns 
were at first of no service; but that after they were put by Mores in his 
<;}iarge they were dragged forward byreatas and fired with much effect. Osio 
saya Flores' beat gun waa dismounted at the first shot. Forster eaya the sec- 
ond shotj aimed by Stockton, destroyed one of the wheels of the enemy^a 
gun, but still they continued to fire it 7 or 8 times, the balla onlyreaching 
linlf-way. Both Coronel and Botello represent the artillery conflict as much 
less hot than does Stockton. Emory says that it required one hour and 20 
minutes to cross the river and ailence the enemy's guns. '' 

^Capt, Hensley 'a skirmishers now advanced and took the hill upon the riglit, 
the left wing of the enemy retreating befoi"c them. The 6-pounder from the 
rear had now come up; Capt. Hensley was ordered to support it, and returned 
from the hill.' Neither Emory.nor anyone else mentions this movement. 
*Thia movement being observed, the enemy's left made an attempt to charge 
the two guns, but the right flank of the marines under Zielin, being quickly 
thrown tack, showed too steady a front for the courage of the Californians to 
engage, who wheeled to the left and dashed to the roar across the river. At 
this time the enemy were obaerved collecting on our left and making prepara- 
tions to charge our left flank. Gen. Kearny waa now ordered to form a square 
with the troops on the right flank, upon which the left flank, in case of be- 
ing worsted, might rally. Tiie right wing of the enemy now made au uusuc- 
crssful attempt to charge our left, but finding so warm a reception. , .they 
changed their puipose and retired, when a discliarge of artillery told upon 
their ranks. The dispositiona for cbargini; the heighta were now made. The 
troops having been brought into line, the command "Forward" being given, on 
they went (the artillery in battery) charging the heights, which the enemy's 
centre contested for a few moments* thcu broke iu retreat; their right wing 
charging upon the rear under Gillespie, encumbered with packs, etc, . . . but re- 
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lenced the Californian battery. Then his men were 
formed in squares and advanced toward the bluff. 
Floras ordered a charge by his horsemen; but the 
movement was clumsily executed, as by men whose 
heart was not in the work; some of the companies 
failed to cooperate promptly; an order to halt from an 
aid increased the confusion ; and the few who came 
within reach of the Americans were quickly repulsed. 
Then the Californians retired, and Stockton took pos- 
session of their post on the bluff without further op- 
position. The engagement had lasted probably a 
little less than two hours from the time when the first 
shots were fired. The American leader distinguished 
himself by his valor and skill, though his policy at the 
ford could not have been justified in case of disaster. 

ceis'ijjg a well directed fire from the guards whicli Jmrled eome of theui from 
their saddles^ they iJed at full speed actxjss the river we had just left. The 
other portion of t^eir forces retreated behind their artillery, which had taken 
po&ition in a ravine, and again opened firo upon our centre; our artillery w&a 
immediately thrown forward — the trcwpa being ordered to lay (aie) down to 
fivoid the enemy's cannon-balla, whieh paaeed directly over their heads. The 
fire from our artillery was incessant, and so accurate that the enemy wei-e 
from time to time driyen from their gnns until they finally retreated. We 
were now in possession, where, a short time before, the insurffents had so 
vauntingly taken strong position; and the band playing Hail Columbia/ etc. 
Emory describes this last part of the battle, doubtleaa much more accu- 
>-ately, as follows: *Hdlf- way between the hill and the river, the enemy mado a 
furious chaise on our left flank. At the same moment our right waa thimtened. 
rhe Ist and 2d battalions were thrown into squares, and after firing one or 
two rounds, drove off the enemy. The right wing waa ordered to form a 
square, but seeing the enemy hesitate, the order waa countermanded; the 1st 
battalion, which formed the ri^t, was directed to rush for the hill, suppos> 
ing that would be the contested point, but great was our surpriae to find it 
abandoned. The enemy pitched his camp on the hills in view, but when 
morning came he waa gone. We had no means of pursuit.* Emory also 
gives a plan of the battle. Griffin's a<x?onnt agrees well with Emory's, He 
says the plain was about 250 yards wide, though Southwick by pacing made 
it 900 paces. Wilson, Observ., MS., 62, etc., who was a spectator at a dis- 
tance, saya a part of the Californians charged and seemed for a time to have 
broken the American line, Avila, A^oias, MS., S4 et aeq,, waA also a looker- 
on, and civea a aimilar account. The Californian authorities already cited^ 
though tEeir accountfl are confused in detail, all agree that a charge was or- 
dered and partly executed; hut state that the failure of Carrillo to promptly 
obey orders, or at least to arrive in time, and an order to halt given by Diego 
Sepiilveda, one of Tloros^ aids, caused a failure of what at firat seemed likely 
to be a auccesaful movement, No witnesseaaupportStoekton'sarCCOuntof the 
final scenes of the fight, reopening of artillery fire, etc. ; and I have no doubt 
they are purely imaginary. Juan Bautista Moreno, Vida, MS., 31-3, was in 
coromand of one of the charging companies, and was seriously wounded. The 
battle ia described on authority of Aguatin Olvera in Lou Angdc& Hist. ^ 23-4. 
For additional authorities on this fight ujid tliat of the next day, see note 13. 
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The sailors and marines, like the dragoons and vohin- 
teers, behaved admirably, and displayed all the bravery 
required by circumstances^ losing two men killed and 
eight wounded. The Californian loss was probably 
the same in killed, but the exact number wounded is 
not known. Each party as usual greatly overrated 
the enemy's loss. 

The Americans encamped near the original position 
of Flores' right wing, and are said to have been aroused 
by firing on the pickets at midnight; but no further 
hostilities were committed. The Calitbrniana at night- 
fall were in sight on the hills, but in the morning had 
disappeared. Many of them dispersed, and the rest 
repaired to the Canada de los Alisos, not far from the 
main road to town. Here, ashamed to run away and 
give up the struggle, they posted themselves in a fa- 
vorable position and awaited the enemy's approach. 
At about 9 o'clock in the morning of January 9tli 
Stockton resumed his march for Los Angeles; btrt 
instead of following the road he turned to the left into 
the open plain as soon as he became aware of Flores' 
position, apparently just before noon. The Califoc- 
nians, however, approached and fired their cannon and 
the Americans replied. This artillery duel at long 
range continued for several hours as the army advanced 
at oxen's pace in a compact square over the plain, with 
some slight loss, chiefly of animals, on both sides. On 
one or two occasions the cavalry charged upon the 
square, coming within a hundred yards or less, but 
did not succeed in breaking it, and were repulsed by 
the musketry, Flores lost one man killed, and an 
unknown number wounded; Stockton, five wounded,^* 

■^TheAmericaiLB killed on the 8th were: Fred Steama (or Strausa), seairuui 
of PortsTMOuthf Tho3 Smith, seaman of Cyane (accidental), and Jacob Haight 
[or Hait), volunteer [died 9th); Stockton in his report eaye one was killed on 
tho 9th, bat perhapa refers to Haigbt, who died on that day. Wounded on 
the 8th, Wm Cope (or Coxe), seaman of Savannah (Beverely), Geo. Bantam, of 
Oyaaie (accidental), Pat» Campbell, of Oy^ne^ Win Scott, marine of Porti^iiiyfdh, 
Joseph Wilson, of Conip^ess^ Ivory Coffin, of Savannahf and Janiea Hendy, of 
Oongrest; on the 9th, Mark A, Child, Co. dragoons (severe), James Camp^ 
boll, Boaman Conyress (accidental and severe), Gko. Crawford, boatswain^a 
mate Cffane (aererc), Lient Rowan and Oapt. Gillespie, slightly contused by 
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About 4 o'clock tlie Californians retired, and the 'bat- 
tle of the Mesa' was at an end. Respecting particu- 
lars there is no agreement, and I do not deem it nec- 
essary to reproduce all the versions or to notice the 
various inaccuracies and exaggerations of each witness. 
Stockton crossed the Los Angeles River and encanjped 
<m the right bank about three miles below the town.'^ 

Next morning, the 10th of January, a flag of truce 
was brought to Stockton's camp by C^lis, Avlla, and 
Workman, who came to intercede in behalf of the 
Angelinos. They said that no resistance would be 
made to the AmericanSj and were promised kind treat- 
spent ball*. Dr Eversfield'a report in GHffiu^o Papers^ MS., 18-19; reports 
of Griffin and Emory in StocJttons Mil. and Nav. Op., 36-7; Id.^ £f/^, appeu,, 
16-17» Thua tho total waa tLree killed and 12 wounded, thongh generally 
- stated as 1 billed and 14 wounded. This isth&QtaitemGntinSlstCong.lift^ess., 
IT. Bx^ Doc. S4t P" IS, where it is said that the man killed was an officer. 
Stockton himself says 3 killed and 14 -woundod. 

The Califomiana lost 3 killed in both fights: IgnacJo Sep51veda, Francisco 
Hufaio, and a Yaqui Indian known as 'El Guaymeflo.* The only wounded 
men named are Qipt. Juan £. Moreno aud AIRtvz Ramirez; but there inay 
have been a dozea more elightly wounded. Avila says only 2 were wounded 
at the Mesa. In his report Stockton says the loaa was between 70 and 80, 
l)eBides in any horses. In StocHon^Jt Life^ 147, it is stated that over 70 wero 
killed and 150 wounded! 

^^ See Stockton, GriiHn, Emory, Corouel, Bctello, Avila, and other autLori- 
ties as cited in preceding notes, Coronel notes the exploits of a boy of 12 
years, named Pollorena, who captured a- horae and saddle from the Ameri- 
cans, being uninjured by the many ahota sent after him. A scrap in hand- 
writing of Jos(5 Castro, in Doc. Hist. CgI., i. 523, aays: 'Mr Flores on this 
occasion hid himself in a little thicket of alders, and this was the only occa- 
sion when he saw the enemy.* Griifiu tells us thatin the morning of Jan, !>th 
Soto arrived with a flag of truce, reporting Frt^ont^a arrival at S. Fernando, 
and two U. S» vesnaels at Sta Bdrbara. Gen. Kearny gives a brief account of 
the campaign in his report of Jan. 12th. SOth Cong, let Sess.j Sen. Ex. J, p. 
516-17> Emory givea a sketch also of tbe Mesa Imttle-lield ; and I have also 
the 2 plans on & larger scale from other govt documents. Gillespie, in the 
8. K Altat July 3, 1866, has something to say of what was accomplished by 
his * Sutter * gnn^ which at La Mesa, at one discharge, took 9 of the enemy 
from their saddles! Tho earliest printed account of the campaign, and a 
veiy good one, was that in the Monf. Cafiforukint Jan. 28, lSi7j often i'e- 
printed in other newspapers. See also S. F. Gal. Star, Jan. 16, Feb. 13, 
1847j Vams, Mem,, MS., 32^; Alvarado, Hint. Cat., MS., v. 268-^70; 
DavU' Olimjim, MS., 321, 360-78; Fernandez, Doc, MS., 60-1; Vallejo, 
Doc, MS., sxsiv. S54; i. 22; Julio C^sar, Cosan, MS., 10; Bovxn'sSan Pas- 
'■ml, MS., 33; Cum' Oonq., l^O^J, 201^; BtyanVs Wltat I Saw, S98-400; 
Coohe'B Conq., 263-9j Phdps' Fore and Aft, 311-19; I'lUhiWe Hist. Cat., 
197-200; Biplefs War, i. 482-5; Qidgley's Irkk Race, 227-fi; FrigrKt, Col, 
77; Brooh' JIUL, 257-9; Vapron'A Hist., 41-2; Dice. Umv., vui. 160; Lan- 
cey'e Cruise, 170-89; Yolo Co. Hist., 21; Haye^* Scraps, Gal. ^otes, iii. 
33, 36; Ind., \^ 236; Sarram^nto JJnicm, Apr. 27, lS5o; 8. F. AUa, Jan. 9, 
1863. 
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ment and protection for the citizens,^* At 10 a. m,, or 
a little later, the army broke camp and advanced 
slowly up the river Notwithstanding the assurances 
just receivedj it was deemed wise to neglect no precau- 
tioHj and the advance was in military order as if to 
meet a foe. About noon the troops entered the city 
by the principal street, directing their march to the 
plaza with flying colors and band playuig. Many 
famihes had retired to the ranchos or San Gabriel ; 
small parties of Flores' horsemen, perhaps, disap- 
peared from view as the Americans entered; but the 
hill was covered with curious spectators of the pag- 
eant. A few reckless and drunken fellows indulged 
in threatening and insulting acts, and were fired on by 
some of the sailors; but otherwise there was no oppo- 
sition to the entry-^"* A strong detachment with artil- 
lery was posted on the hill; Gillespie raised over his 
old quarters the flag he had been obliged to lower four 
months f^o; and the Californian capital was once more 
in possession of the invaders. On the 11th Stockton, 
as governor and commander-in-chief, issued an order 

^*Avilttj KoiaSf MS., 30-]. 35-6; also mentioned by others. Avila says 
they were sent by Flores, which may or may not be accurate. Their visit 
WQ£ about 9 o^clouk. 

^^ Griffin tolla us that oue of these fellows struck down another and at- 
tempted to lance him, which act brought out a cry of *Shoot the damned 
raacal,^ and a volley from the sailors which did no harm. Kearny 8wor« at 
the men first for lirinff without orders, and then for not shooting better, 
Stockton merely says their progress was *slightly molested by a few drunken 
fellows who remained about the town/ But JiJmorymakesa macli more seri- 
ous matter of it. He says: ^The Htreets wero full of desperate and drunken 
fcllowSjWho brandished their arms and saluted uswith every term of reproach. 
The crest overlooking the* town in rifle-range was covered with horsemen en- 
gaged iu the same hospitable manner. One of them had on a dragoon's coat 
stden from the dead body of one of our soldiers after we had buried him at 
San Pasqual, (Griffin also mentions this.) Our men marched steadily on 
until crossing the ravine leading into the public square^ when a fight took 
place among the Califomians on tJie hill; one became diaarmecl, and to avoiil 
death roll<S down the hill toward us, hia adversary pursuing and lancing 
him in the most cold-blooded manner. The man tumbling down the hill wa^ 
supposed to be one of our vaqueros, and the cry of '*Iteecue him'* was raised. 
The crew of the Cyane, nearest the scene, at once and without orders hait<;d 
and gave the man lancing bim a volley- Strange to say, ho did not fall, 
nlUmostatthe same instant, bat a little before it, the Califomians from the 
hill did fire on the vaqueros. The rifles were then ordered to eleiw the hUi, 
whidi a single fire effected, killing two of the enemy/ I have no doubt this 
i^ liction. 



^98 THE CONQUE&T COMPLETED. 

of congratulation to the ^^officers and men of the 
southern division of U. S- forces in California, on the 
brilliant victories obtained by them over the enemy, and 
on once more taking possession of the ciudad do Los 
Angeles,"'* 

There was no further disturbance in town, except 
such as was naturally caused by the effects of Califor- 
nia wine on the sailor-sold ierg. Families gradually 
returned to their homes on assurance of protection 
from the new authorities, and for several days the 
chief excitement arose from speculations and rumors 
respecting the whereabouts of Ftores and Fr<imont. 
It was reported that the latter had run away to So- 
nora; but also at first that he had gone to attack 
the battaHon; and later that it was pardon not battle 
that the remnants of the force sought at San Fer- 
nando, From San Luis on the 3d Stockton had de- 

r 

fcpatched a messenger to Fremont by way of San 
Diego and Santa Birbara; and on the 9th, before the 
fight, a courier had come into camp with news that 
Fremont was at or near San Fernando. lathe after- 
noon of the 10th General Kearny sent a letter to the 
colonel, announcing the occupation of Angeles and 
asking for information respecting his position and 
needs. It rained in torrente all dav the Hth, but 
Lieutenant Emory made some progress in planning 
fortifications, also obtaining from Griffin an official 
statement of casualties which he reported to Stockton, 
while the latter, in addition to his congratulatory or- 
der already cited, found time to write a brief report 
to Secretary Bancroft on recent happenings, in which 
he said: '*We have rescued the country from the 

^^^tockton*B Mil and Nav. Op., 20j Id., Zi/e^ appen., 9, *The ateady cour- 
age of the troops in forcing their passage across the Rio Sau Gabriel, where 
otficera and men were alike employed in dragging theguna through the water, 
Hgainst the galling fire of the enemy, without exchanging a shot, and their 
gallant charge up the banks against the enemy ^s cav^aV, baa perhapi never 
been surpaaaed; and the cool determination with which in the battle of the 
9th they I'epulsed the charge of cavalry, made by the ouenjy at the same time 
on their front and rear^ has extorted the admiration of the enemy, and de- 
serves the beat thanks of their countrymen/ 
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hands of the insui^ents, but I fear that the absence 

of Colonel Fremont's battalion will enable most of the 
Mexican oflScers who have broken their parole to es- 
cape to Sonora," Emory broke ground for his forti- 
fications on the 12th; while Kearny sent another note 
to Fremont, and also wrote a brief report of the cam- 
paign addressed to the adjutant general. In the 
morning of the 13th an armistice, signed the day be- 
fore and perhaps received by Stockton the preceding 
evening, was given by the latter to Kearny, who 
wrote two more notes at noon and 2 p, m» to Fi'^mont; 
and also wrote to Stockton, expressing his fear that 
the riflemen, in ignorance of what had occurred at 
Angeles, might be embarrassed in their movements, 
or that Frdmont might capitulate and retire to the 
north. He offered to take half the force and march 
to effect a junction. Ihe commodore's reply is not 
known, but, perhaps before a decision could be made, 
Hussell arrived with definite news from Fremont in, a 
letter for Kearny, On the 14th Fremont himsiilf 
appeared wuth his battalion; and the same day both 
Kearny and Stockton reported his arrival to the gov- 
ernment at Washington, 
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Fremont and his battalion, after a week of rest, 
marched from Santa Barbara the 3d of January, prob- 
ably informed, though I find no definite record on the 
subject, of Stockton's proposed advance. An addi- 
tional caimon was obtained from the prize schooner 
Julia, which vessel also went to render aid in case an 

^' An the coirmranications referred to may be foiind in Fr^mont^s Court- 
martial, &-7. 73^, 86, 88, 108-9, 162, 243-4, 27L\ 400, 403-4; Stockton's Life, 
appen.. 8-9, 10-17, 35, 46; Id., Mil and Nav. Op., 20. 3C-7; 30th Cong. Ut 
(Ste., Sm. Ex. Doe. 1, p. 5L6-17; Orion's Diary, MS.; and Etnory'^ Notes, 
122. Most of the correepondence has been often repeated in other publica- 
tioua which it Ib not necessary to name. I have in Olvera^ iJoc.,M3., 77, one 
of the docTinientB issued by Stockton to the people. It permits Aguatin 
Olvera and Narciao Botello to come to jVngeles without molestation, dated 
Jan, ]2th- This was doubtless an attempt to briu^ into his presence the mem- 
bers of tho old assembly, who might ma^e some kind of a surrender by virtue 
of their legal authority. It appears from Botello's narrative and from Los 
Ang&ieg Hist.y 16-17> that none of the ex-legialatorra were induced to present 
themselves. 
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attack should be made at the Rincon pass; but no foe 
was seen until they arrived at San TJuenaventura on 
the 5th. Here a small party of Califomlans appeared 
at a distance, but ran away at the approach of the 
riflemen and the discharge of two cannon. As a pre- 
caution, a detachment waa sent to occupy a hill about 
a mile from the mission during the night. As they 
advanced next day up the valley of the Santa Clara, 
In the face of a dust-laden gale, the enemy again ap- 
peared, 60 or 70 strong, and remained in sight for 
some time, entertaining the Americans with a variety 
of equestrian antics, but always at a safe distance. 
The Indian scouts under Tom Hill rode towards the 
Californians and exchanged a few harmless shots with 
them; and once an attempt was made by the battalion 
to cross a spur of the hills with a view of attacking an 
imaginary foe on the flank; but the route was found 
to be impracticable, and the army wisely returned to 
their plodding way up the valley. Each day small 
parties of Califomian scouts were seen on the hills, 
but there were no hostilities. The 8th brought a 
renewal of the sand-storm. Supplies for man and 
beast were plentiful at the ranchos, and the horses 
were daily gaining in strength, I follow Bryant's 
journal, additional detailti from other sources being 
either hopelessly contradictory or obviously erroneous. 
The Cahiornians give some unimportant particulars 
of their movements in the hills.^^ 

18 BryatU's What I Saw, ;tS6 ot se<j, ; Frtmonf'tf Geog. Mem. . 42; Ntdever's 
Life, MS,, 132-5; Lancty's Cruise, 181-8; TalhiWs IlisL CaL, 203-5; Mar- 
tinis Narr.,MB., 38-40; S. F. Alia, Dec. 18, 18^2. Fremont, CauH-martml, 
379, Bays: *A corps of observation, of some 50 or 100 honaemen, galloped 




by 
liG did not reveal the wbereaboota oi the priest, Jos^ M. Roaalea. Joai^ E. 

Garcia, EpisodioRj MS., 18-23, was ooe of tbe scouts under Jos^ Carrillo'a 
command, and givca a dcacription of events. He saya hia party was joined 
at Sanchez*3 raiicho by a force from S. Enenaventura under EaimmidD Car- 
rillo and Demesio Dominguez; and ho speaks of a plan to aurprlee the Ameri- 
cana at Carrillo'a rancbo, wbich failed by the accidental discharge of a musket. 
Foster wrote for the Lo3 Angdet Express an account of a blunderbnsB and 
catlaas which were amoug the trophies of Fr^mont^s campaign, copied in S, 
JosiPiim^, Feb. 16, 1878. 
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Fremont has been criticised unfavorably and with- 
out much justice for the slowness of his march by 
the same men who have found fault with hiff crossing 
of the Cuesta de Santa In*Ss. His delay is ascribed 
to a desire to keep out of danger until others should 
have defeated the foe» If, however, he knew from 
the first, as he certainly did at the last, what were 
Stockton's plans, his movements were well timed, 
since he arrived at San Fernando the day after Stock- 
ton entered Los Angeles. If he was ignorant of 
those plans, there was no possible motive for haste, 
and every reason to advance slowly and cautiously in 
compact order- His horses were weak; his troops 
aa horsemen were without skill or discipline; he had 
Natividad in mind; and he bad heard of San PascuaL 
Had he rushed forward, aa his opponents of later 
years pretend to think he should have done, he would 
have given the enemy their only possible chance of 
success; and had the Californians been half as numer- 
ous and well prepared as they were believed to be, 
the result would have been most disastrous to the 
battalion. In the morning of the 9th a messenger 
came into camp with a letter from Stockton, dated at 
San Luis Rey on the 3d — an explanation of the com- 
modore's movements and plans, and a warning to pro- 
ceed with great caution.^ As they entered the San 

^' * My dear colonel: Wo arrived here last night from S. IMego, and leare 
to-day on our march for the City of the Angels, where I hope to be in 5 or 6 
days. I leam this morning that yon are at Sta Barbara, and aend thia 
deBpatch by way of 8. Diego, in the hope that it may reach you in time, 
II there ia one single chance for you^ yoa had better not fight the rebels 
until I get np to aid yon, or yon can join me on the road to tho pueblo. 
These fellowa are well prepared, and Merrine's and Keamy ^s defeat have given 
them a deal more confidence and conrage. If you do fight before £ see yon, 
keep your forces in compact order; do not aUow them to be separated, or 
even unnecMiSarily eitended. They will probably try to deceive you by a 
sudden retreat or pretend to run away, Mid then nne^>ectedly return to the 
charge after your men get in disorder in the chaae. My advice to you ie to 
allow them to do all the clmrging and running, and let your rifles do the rest. 
In the art of horaemauahip, of dodging, and running, it ia in vain to attempt 
to compete with them,* Fremont' a Court-martial^ 272-^^ with mention in /rf,, 
85, 229i 379; Stockim'e XAfe, 143-4; Bryant, 389. 

The messenger's name was George W. Haniley, Haoly^ Hawley, Hamlin, 
Hamblin, orHaml]™ — being written iu all these ways — ms^ster oi the Stoninr/- 
Um. He sailed from 3, Diego on the MaleJc Adkel; landed at S- Buenaventura 
HiHT, Oal,, Vol, V. 26 
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Fernando plain on the 11th, two Californians met 
them with the news that Stockton had defeated the 
' Californians, and had occupied Angeles the day be- 
fore; a little farther on was met a Frenchman with 
Kearny's note for Fremont.^ Then the battalion 
advanced and occupied the mission buildings of San 
Fernando about 1 p. m. of the same day. Before 
night Jesus Pico was despatched to the camp of the 
Californians, 

It is not possible, nor very important, to follow the 
Californian forces in all their movements after the 
fight of January 9tb, Many simply dispersed and 
went home^ as others had done before. The rest in 
small detachments visited the different ranchos, some 
■going to San Fernando, but retiring with Carrillo's 
party before Fremont's arrival. The chief points of 
reunion were the ranches of San Paacual and Los 
Verdugos, about 100 men being assembled at the 
latter place on the 11th. One of Flores' last acts on 
the 9th, before quitting the city, was to release Lar- 
kin and the other prisoners.^ There was much dis- 

ou the 8th; and was guided by Pedro Cajrillo to Fr^mont^s camp at the Wil- 
lows, paasing round a camp of the enemy. Forster thinks Lieut Beale was 
the man Bent from S. Luis; and Wilson, 06»ctt., MS., 102-3, states that Daniel 
Sexton carried tbie message or an eaxlier one. As to the courier who reached 
Stockton's camp on the morning of the 9th, acu^ording to GrilBn, there is no 
record of hia having been sent by Fremont. He was probably sent by Amer- 
icans in Aneelea, who had heard of F,'s approach. 

^ ' Puoblo de Loa Angeles, Sunday, Jan. 10, 1S46 (7)t 4 p. m. Dear Fre- 
mont: We are in possession of this putce with a force of marines and sailors, 
having marched into it thia morning. Join us as soon as you can, or Zet me 
know, if you want us to march to your aasiatancej avoid charging the enemy; 
their force does not ei:ceod 400, perhaps not more than 300. Please acknowl- 
edge the receipt of this, and despatch the bearer at once. Yours, S. W, 
Kearny, Brigadier-General U- S. A.' Fr^TTiont^s Court-martkU, 73| 403. 
Fremont did not send an immediate answer as requested; and he received 
three more notes of similar purport from Kearny during the nest two days, 
before he sent an answer. Id.^ 73-4, 403-4. It does not seem necessary to 
copy them. They were familiar in tone, and more and more urgent in the 
request for news. 

^Larkin's letters describing his captivity as already cited. Larkin was 
taken ont to the battle-field in the afternoon, and it was then decided to re- 
lease him; bat at hia request Flores and other of&cers escorted him back to 
town. On movements of the Californiajis in these days, most of the refer- 
ences also covering the snbseqneut capitulation, see Coronet^ Cosas, MS., 
12^^^; nko, Mem., MS., 5'i-3; BoUUo, Anaks, MS., 107-9; Oarcia, ^'piso- 
dies, MS., 23^; Lugo, Vida, MS., 65-7; Jamsens, Vida, MS., 196; (Jsw, 
Hist. Cal., MS., 502-4; Ftmandez, Cosas, MS., 148-9; Jvlio C^sar, Vosas, 
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cussion among officers and men about the best course 
to be taken in the immediate future. None thought 
of further resistance ; and it does not appear that any 
thought of complying with Stockton's conditions by 
giving up their leader, though Flores, having enemies 
in the camp, was very cautious in his movements. 
Such being the state of affairs, Jesus Pico made his 
appearance late on the llth,^ being apparently ar- 
rested and brought into camp at Los Verdugos. He 
came to urge not only submission, but submission to 
his new master and friend, Fr*5mont. He was a man 
of some influence, came to men who had no fixed 
plans, dwelt with enthusiasm on the treatment he 
had received, and without much difficulty persuaded 
his countrymen that they had nothing to lose and 
perhaps much to gain by negotiating with Fremont 
instead of Stockton. A message was sent to the 
party at San Pascual, and by the latter to Flores 
and Manuel Castro, at some other point not far 
away,^ Flores came in response to this invitation, 
and all went to Los Verdugos to hold a final council, 
in which an appeal to Fremont was decided on. The 
general had resolved, however, to quit California, 
and started the same night for Sonora; but before 
his departure he formally transferred the command 
to Andres Pico.^^ 



MS., 10; WUson'aOhs., MS., 9S-100: PalomareJi, Mem., 'M^., S^^; Los Ange- 
les, IIis£.f 16"17» None of the partteiilars or errors seem to require special 
uotice. 

^'At midnight, according to the Los Angeles Hht.^ Ifi, but I have no 
doubt it was earlier. 

^' *SS. Dn Manuel Castro and D. Joa^ M* Flores. At thia moment there 
has arrived a messenger from the Verdugos rancbo with the enclosed note ' 
(not extant), ' fmd a junta of friends has revived on communicating this news 
to you; since thoy have Don Jesus Pico secured at that point where are also 
aasembled lOO meU) so that we only wait for your opinion to march and see 
what guaranties can bo obtained. We advise all the friends to come and 
take advantage of this opportunity, if they deem it beat. San Paacual, Jan. 
U, 1S47. Francisco de la Guerra, JobiS Aulonio Carrillo/ Translation from 
original in my poaaesaion, OaMro^ Doc^t MS. , ii. 159. 

^* * ComandMicia General, K"o pudiendo continuar con el maudo qne in- 
terinamente he obtenido^ y habiendo variedad de opiniones respecto 4 loa 
movimientoe que deben emprenderse; se entregara Vd del raando de esta 
DivLsiouj por eorres|>onderle por su gra4uacion, Dioa y Libcrti^d, Campo 
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Then Francisco de la Guerra and Francisco Rico 
were chosen as representatives and went with Don 
Jesus to San Fernando. They were well received by 
Fr(5niont, who promised all the Callfornians could do- 
sirGj named commissioners to negotiate a treaty, and 
signed an armistice suspending hostilities.^^ On the 
return of Guerra and Rico, Job6 Antonio Carrillo and 
Agustin Olvera were appointed by Pico as treaty com- 
missioners for the Californians and the camp wars 
moved to the region of Cahuenga. Fremont's com- 
missioners were Major P. B. Reading, Major William 
H. Russell, and Captain Louis McLane; and the bat- 
talion moved its camp to the rancho of Cahuenga. 
Here the negotiations were completed and a treaty 
drawn up in English and Spanish before night; and 
next morning, January ISth, it received the signa- 
tures of the respective commandants, Fremont and 
Pico, the document with a letter to General Kearny 
being presently carried by Rusaell to Los Angeles* 
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en l03 Verdugog. Enero 11, 1847. Jos^ M- Flotes. SrlA'^'G^" J). And* 
Pico.* From the pencil original, in 0/uera, Doc., MS., 76. 

^'To all, etc. la consequence of propoaitiona of peace. ..being aub- 
mitted to me aa commandajit of the Cal. nattalion of U. S. forces, which has 
(sic) BO far been acceded to by mo aa to cause me to appoint a board of com- 
miadoQera to consult with a similar board appointed by the Calif orfiians; ami 
it requiring a little time to close tho negotiationaj it ia agreed upon and or- 
dered by me that an entire ceaaation of hostilities shall take place nntil to- 
morrow afternoon (Jan. 13t^:)» ^""^ *'^'a* the said Califomiana bo pcnnit-tod to 
bring in tlieir woundod to the miaaion of San Fernandez, where also, if they 
choose, they can remove their camp, to facilitate said negotiations. Given, 
etc., Jan. 12, 1S47. J. C. Fremont, Liout-coloocl U. S. A. and Mil. Com. 
Cal.' In StociUon*3 MiL and Nav. Op., 21, This armistice was sent to the 
city and waa received by Kearny from Stockton in the morning of the 13th. 
How it waa sent to Stockton does not appear. See also on these and the fol- 
lowing negotiationa, Pko, AcoM., MS., 73-5; Lo^ Angeks HisL, lfl-17. 

'*'iVrticles of capitulation made and entered into at the ranch of Co- 
wenga this 13th day of Jan., a. d. 1847, between, etc. Art. 1. The com- 
missioners on the part of the Califomiana agree that their entire force shall, 
on presentation of themselves to Lieut-CoL Fremont, deliver np their ar- 
tillery and public arms, and they shall return peaceably to their homes, con 
forming to the laws :'nd reflations of the U, S., and not again take u" 
anna during the war between the U» S. and Mosico, bnt will aaaiat and ai 
ia placuig the country in a state of peace and tranqnillity. Art. 2- The 
com. on the part of Lieut-eoL Fremont agree and bind themselves, on the 
fnlfilment of the 1st art. by the Califomians, that tJiey shall be guaraJiteed 
protection of life and property whether on parole or otherwise Art, 3. That 
until a ti-eaty of peace be made and signed between the U. S. of N. America 
&nd the republic of Mexico, no Califomian or other Mesican citizen shall bo 
bomid totaketheoathof allogiance. Art. 4. That any Cah or other citizen of 
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Fremont also marched for the city, which, as we have 
seen, he entered with his battalion on the 14thj having 
been rejoined by Russell on the way. 

By the terms of this capitulation, the original of 
which ia in my poasession, and the somewhat clumsy 
translation of which has been given in a note, the Cal- 
ifornians were pardoned for all past hostilities, and 
were free to go to their homes on giving up their public 
amis — two cannon and six muskets as it proved — and 
promising not to take up arms during the war* They 
were guaranteed protection, with all the privileges of 
American citizens, without being required to take an 
oath of allegiance; and they were free to depart if 
they so desired. There were no exceptions, and even 

Mcx, desiringf ia permitted by thb capitulatiou to leaTe the country without 
let or hindrance, Axt. 5. Tbat in virtue of the aforesaid articles, equal rights 
and privilege &rc vouchs^ed to every citizen of Cal. as are enjoyed by the 
citizens of the U. S. of N. America. Art. C, All ofGcera, citizens, foreign- 
ers, or otiiers shall receive t)ie protection guaranteed by the 2d art. Art, 7- 
This capitulation is intended to be no bar on effecting such arraogemonts aa 
may in future be in justice required by both parties. P. B. Reading, nia- 

i'or Cal. Battalion; Win H, Russell, ordnance ofUcer Cal, Bat.; Louis Mc- 
^ane, Jr., com. artill. Cab Bat.; Job^ Antonio Carrillo, com. de esquadron; 
Aguatin Olvera, diputado. Approved, J. C I'r^mont, It-col, U. S. army^ 
atid mil. com, of Cal.; AndriSs Pico, com, de csquadroa y on gefc de las 
fuerzaa nacionales en Cal. Additional article: That the paroles of all of- 
ficers, citizens, and others of tlie U. S,, and of naturalized citizens of Mes- 
ico^ are by this foregoing capitulation cancelled, and every condition of said 
paroles from and after this date are of no further force and effect, and aU pria- 
oners of both partiea are hereby released. (Same signatures as above.) Ciu- 
dad de Loa Angeles, Jan. 3d, 1847.* Official printed copies in Stocktoti's 
Mil. and Nav. Op^, 22-3; War imth Mex., 6^-5, printed in Spanish and 
English ia MontereJ/ Cedifoi^iarty Fob. 13^ 1847- Often reprinted m EngUah. 
Origiual7article3of the 13th, with autogr^phsignature, iaOar3^lo{D.), Doc., 
MS. J 1 13-lG. This is in the handwriting of J- A. Carrillo, and t]ie signatures 
to the additional article are copied by him. In Olv^ro^ Doc.y MS., 76, 1 
have a copy from the original, including all tho articles. There aro copies 
in various collections, 

Jan. J4tli, Padre Ordaz, at S. Fomnndo, certifies tbat F. and party lived on 
tlje mission sheep and cattle, and carried off what horses they could find. 
This certidcate to protect tho lessee. Pico, Pap. Mis., MS., 157. Jan. 16th, 
Russell acknowledges receipt from Andr<^ Pico of 2 pieces artillery with 6 
charges of grape, and 6 muskets, according to tho treaty, Olvera, Doc, MS., 
76-7' Jan. ISth, Angeles blotter of 6 articles suggested by Oarrillo and 01- 
veraiii accordance with art. 7 of tho treaty, and said to beapprovcd by Stock- 
ton; but without Eignatures, in Id., 7^-81, This document provided for the 
continuance of incumbents in office at their desire; popular elections ; a recog- 
nition of the govt debt by the U. S.; payment of back salaries(!); protection 
of priests; and paymentof damages for property destroyed by Americans! It 
is poeisible that these measures may have beeu favorably considered with & 
view to a subsequent treaty with Mexico. 
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Flores might have claimed protectioo. The wisdom 
of granting such liberal terms cannot be questioned; 
since a rigorous enforcement of military laws by inflict- 
ing due punishment on officers who had broken their 
paroles would have done great harm by transform- 
ing a large part of the native population into guerrilla 
bandits. That the Californians should have preferred 
to treat with Fremont rather than with Stockton^ 
under the urging of Jesus Pico, is easily understood. 
That Fremont should have made a treat3^ at all, when 
the commander-in-chief was so near and there were 
no urgent reasons for haste, is more remarkable* Un- 
der ordinary circumstances, it might be plausibly sus- 
lected that he acted under secret instructions from 
ktockton, who desired an excuse for not carrying out 
his former threats; but such was probably not the 
fact, Fremont's motive was simply a desire to make 
himself prominent and to acquire popularity among 
the Californians, over whom he expected to rule as 
governor. It was better to adopt conciliatory methods 
late than never. True, his treaty might not be ap- 
proved; but even then he would appear as the natives' 
advocate; and it is not unlikely that he already fore- 
saw certain strong reasons why his acts were sure to 
be approved by one commander or another. Stockton 
was perhaps slightly offended at Frdmont's assumption 
of responsibility, and he even pretended to disapprove 
the conditions of the treaty, though I have no doubt 
he would have granted the same conditions, especially 
now that Flores had escaped- At any rate, the rea- 
sons at which I have just hinted, and of which I shall 
have much to say in the nest chapter, were amply 
sufficient to prevent any controversy between the com- 
modore and lieutenant-colonel. An additional article 
was annexed to the treaty by the commissioners and 
the original commandants on the 16th; and it was 
virtually approved by Stockton, though I find no evi- 
dence that he appended his signature to any copy of 
the document. In his report of the 15th to his gov- 
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ernment he wrote: "Not being able to negotiate with 
me» and having lost the battles of the 8th and 9th, 
the Californians met Colonel Fremont on the 12th 
instant on his way here, who, not knowing what had oc- 
curred, entered into the capitulation with them, which 
I now send to you; and although I refused to do it 
myself, still I have thought it best to approve it."*^ 
The conquest of California was completed. It only 
remained for the new rulers to preserve order, to regu- 
late details of civil and military administrationj to 
quarrel among themselves, and to await the comple- 
tion of a national treaty. 

As we have seen, General Flores started for Sonora 
in the night of January 11th, after turning over the 
command to Andres Pico. Both Flores and Castro 
believed that in view of their part in the late cam- 
paign their absence would aid the Californians in ob- 
taining favorable terms from the Americans; they had 
besides a degree of pride as Mexican officers that 
made surrender seem disagreeably humiliating; and 
it is doubtful if the former would have remained if 
he had been sure of unconditional pardon. The two 
leaders met and were joined by about 80 men in the 
San Bernardino region on the 12th or 13th; but after 
reflection on the hardships of the journey^ for which 
they were but ill prepared, and on the not cheerful 
prospect of enforced military service in Mexico, more 
than half the fugitives, including Coronel and his 
party, wisely decided to stifle their Mexican pride and 
return to their homes. Some half a dozen officers and 
30 privates resolved to accompany Flores and Castro, 
the former including Gar6as, Juan and Tom£ts So- 
beranes, Francisco LImon, and perhaps Diego Sepiil- 



'^ Stockton to Bancroft, Jan. 15, 1847, in Stockton's ifi?. and Nav. Op., 21. 
Kearoy in his report of tho Uth, Fr&Jiionfa Court-martial, SO, saya: 'The 
enemy capitulated with him yesterday near San Fernando, agreeing to lay 
down their arms, and we have now the prospect of having peace and qniet- 
ne&a in this country,' 
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veda and Segura*^ Most of the men were Sonorans 
or Mexicans, who followed their natural inclinations 
in quitting California; and it may be doubted that 
any besides the two leaders were influenced by either 
fear or pride. 

The journey of the refugees over the desert was a 
tedious one, involving much suffering; and it is said 
that Alferez Limon died on the wav. On the Gila, 
when for some time there had been no other food 
than the flesh of their horses, Flores with three ofii- 
cers and a small guard took the best animals and 
pressed on in advance of the company.^ The route 
was through Papagueria b}^ way of Sonoita; and from 
2oiii, where he arrived on February 2d, Flores sent 
back some provisions and horses for his companions:^^ 
From Altar on the 5th Flores addressed to Govern- 
or Cuesta and Vice-governor Redondo brief reports 
of past occurrences in connection with the invasion by 
"losp^rfidos Norte Americanos," and an appeal for 
aid. The reply from the governor at Ures contained 
expressions of sympathy for the exiles, and of indig- 
nation against '^our implacable enemies," but gave no 
hope of material aid, though within a mouth or two 
the munificent sum of $15 was paid out of the treas- 
ury on this account^' Castro soon arrived at Altar, 
and the two went on to Hermosillo, whence Don 
Manuel wrote on May 16th to Plo Pico a brief ac- 
count of the ills that had befallen California; and at 

=* Statementd of Coronel, Botello, au3 Larkin, Botello, the governor's 
secretary, says he wished to go, but wag adviacd by Florea not to do ao- He 
says he gave $500 to Limon, presumably gOTemment fuuds, Lugo, llda, 
MS. 1 CC-7, aays ho dieeolvod his party at Cucamonga, and waa urged by 1\ to 
CO with hiiii« hut declmed. He also states that he was seut by Fri5moiit iu 
March to follow Flores' trail, picking up CO abandoned horses. 

**Alvarado, JH&t. CaL, MB.. 268-72, gives eomo details, apparentty ob- 
tained frorn Caatro, who in his Belacion, MS., doea not include a narrative of 
these events, Alvarado claims that Flores treacherously abandojied Castro 
and the company to save hiniaelf, but I have no donbt that tliis h erroneous. 

'^"Feb. 3d, Floreflto Castro from Zoui, Castro, Z)oc., MS,, ii. 174. *Pad- 
eneia, amigc^, y constaucia, porque la repUblica estd x)erdida- ' 

'*Feb. 5th. Flores to Cuesta and Redondo; Feb. 12th, reply from Cueata. 
Castro, Doc., MS., ii. 178, 181, 183; Sonorense, March 5, June 11, 1847; Fer- 
najidezj Doc^, MS., 18*21; Busiamanttt Nuevo BemcU Dia^, ii, 103-10; Id,j 
Mem. BisL Mex., MS., vi. 107-9. 
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Alamos in June he issued a written appeal for con- 
tributions to enable him and his two companions to 
reach Mazatlan. The total contribution in sums from 
two reals to ten dollars was $59.^^ It is not necessary 
here to follow the subsequent career of the two offi- 
cers. Both were somewhat prominent in annals of the 
Mexican north-west during" the next few years, and 
Castro returned later to California^ where he still re- 
sides as I write in 1884,^ 

In January General Bustamante, commanding the 
western department at Guadalajara, had received from 
Flores in California a report of his revolt and successes 
at Angeles, Chino, and San Pedro, with an appeal for 
aid to continue his victories over the invaders. Later 
Flores had sent a courier with reports of the triumphs 
at Natividad and San Pascual; but this man failed to 
reach his destination, and was found by the general on 
his way to Sonora. Bustamante promptly applied to 
the minister of war for troops to be sent to California; 
ordered the governor and comandante general of So- 
nora to sent immediate reenforcements to Flores to 
secure his triumph pending the arrival of the troops 
from Mexico; and congratulated Don Jos^ Maria and 
bis patriotic associates for their brave and successful 
movement against the foreign invaders. It is toler- 
ably certain that all this would have resulted in noth- 
ing under any circumstances; but the governor s letter 
from Ures, congratulating the Californian hero, and 
regretting his inabihty to obey Bustamante's order,^ 

>^May 16th, Castro to Pico. Doc. Bist. Gat., MS., iii. 292. Jiine 7th, 
Castro'fl origioal eubscriptiou paper, -with. 17 Bigiiera. Id,, i. 504. 

^SeebiograpbicaLsketcheaof Castro and Flores. In Juno 1849, Flores, 
then oub-inapeotor de Colonka Milttares -do Occidents, proposed to go to Cal. 
for hia family, but waa not at that time permitted to do so* Doc, HieL Cal,, 

MS., iii. 300, 

"Jan, 18th-19th»Bustamafltek»Floresandothars;Peb»4th,gov, to Flores, 
Castro, Doc, MS,, ii. 164, 167-8, 173, 175, 182. 

I mabo no attwnpt to name all tho accounts of the conquest in 1846-7 that 
have been printed; but I have before me the following refereceeB, mostly ad- 
ditional to thoae given in other notes, somsof them aocurateenough, but none 
adding anything of value to the record tbat is before the reader ; ArcOt Iris^ 
Aug. l847^aji. IS48, p^asim; Biglow's Mem. Fr^monS^ 147 et seq.; Bracks 
ttV9 IT, S. Cav., 64-77; Bustamante, Invasion, C5-0; county historiea, see 
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was dated February 4th, the very day that Flores, no 
longer triumphant, made his appearance at Altar! 

namea of counties; Famham's Life Cal., 419-26; Ff^rry, Cai.f 17-43^ Frosl's 
HkL Cal., 27-34; Id.. HuL Mtx,, 435-56; Fnrbef's 13 Vol., 267-71; Good- 
rkh's Hist. Auter., 859S1; Gaerra enire Mex., 363-Gl; HittdVs Hut. S. F.; 
Id., editoriala in ^^a {cited by me on special points); Honolxdn Friend, 1840- 
7; Huyh^' Boniphan'a Exped., 2S-42; Jay'3 Mex. War, 144-50; Jenkm^' 
Hitftm M^x. War, 125-35; Lancey^s Cruise^ paBeim; Lo9 Arigeles Star^ Mar. 
16, J872,andotherdates; McKmie^ ui Terr. Pion., l^t An., m 2; McCUllan'a 
OoMen ^State, 89-100; ManxfitWs Mtx. War; Mayer' i^ Mtx. Azi€C,L^^-^; 
Mex. War Heroes, ii.^ii4^1\ NUes' RegiHter,\Uia-1. Seeindex; Oswald>VaL, 
fi-21; Oregon Sp^MiiarASiB-7'r liiptey^fiWar Mex.,i.295S; liohi'nson's Cal., 
73-Sj; R^an* 8 Judges and Crim., chap. xi,-xii.; S. F. Alia, Sept. 24, 1866; 
July 7tb of dif. yoara, and many other dates; S. F. Bulletin, July 20, 1867, 
and nifljiy dates; S, F. Coi^Siar, 1847-8; -9. ^ Ptw(, Julyai, 1877, etc.; S. F. 
Suj}^ Sept. 5, 1856; S. Jo»6 Pioneer^ passim; Sta Crvz Scntiml, Apr. 22, 1876; 
So^'8 Annah S. F^, 90-124; SnUerh Diary; Vphamh Lift FHmont, 235-5J', 
William^ Ltcturtj June 11, 1878, in S, P. papers. 
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STOCKTON^S CONTROVERSY WITH KEARNY. 

Januaet-February, 1847. 

Policy op Sloat and Sto*jkton — A KisuM^ of the Conquest — Kkabny*s 

I5STKUCTT0S3 FBOM WaSHINGTOK — LaTER OrDERS— StATK OF AjTAlRS 

ON THE Geneaal^s Abkiyal—Biscussion at Sak Diego — Thb Cam- 
paign — The Commodore as Commander-uj-chief — At Loa Angeles 
— Kearny and FaiMONT—THBCoKTEOVEKSY Begun— ThbGknbral's 
AuTJiopiTY NOT Recognized— He Gobs to San Diego and Monterey — 
Arrival op Commodore Shubrick— A Pouoy of Phaob — Stockton's 
Last Acts as Govebnob — General Conolcsions — Kearny in tuk 
Right— Stockton in the Wrong — Fremont's Action Justified — 
Rule of PaiMONT as Governor — Legislative Council— Proclama- 
tion— Financial Troubles, 

The war in California was at an end, and the forces 
of the United States were in full possession. Who 
was to rule the country until an international treaty 
should fix its destiny? So accustomed had become 
the inhabitants to controversies between their civil 
and military chiefs that they would perhaps have 
questioned the legitimacy of an harmonious adminis- 
tration. Be this as it may, the old ways were not to 
be abruptly and radically broken up in this respect at 
least under the new regime. Under existing con- 
ditions, there were abundant opportunities, if few 
reasons, for a quarrel at Los Angeles, 

In July 1846 Commodore Sloat, acting under in- 
structions from Washington to ''at once possess your- 
self of the port of San Francisco, and blockade or 
occupy such other ports as your force may permit,'* 
had not only occupied Monterey and San Francisco, 
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but, relying on presumed instructions to Frdmont, had 
also raised the flag at different points of the northern 
interior, proclaiming a conciliatory policy, for his In- 
structions also required him ''to preserve if possible 
the most friendly relations with the inhabitants/' and 
"encourage them to adopt a course of neutrality." 
His policy, when he learned that FrtJmont had no 
additional orders, was to hold the ports and await 
further news and instructionSj having some doubts 
whether war had really been declared. He was not 
in sympathy with the American revolutionists, and 
was not disposed to utilize their battalion for an 
aggressive warfare on the Californians. But he soon 
retired, and was succeeded in command of the naval 
squadron by Stockton. The latter had no orders of 
later date than Sloat's, but he decided promptly to 
extend the occupation to the southern ports and to 
Los Angeles, the capital. In this respect he acted 
wisely, but no more can be said in his favor, la 
utter disregard of his government's policy, as made 
known to a confidential agent, and without any good 
reason, he adopted the aggressive policy of the Bear 
Flag men and filibusters, issued an offensive and 
warlike proclamation, and on going south practically 
refused to receive tlxe voluntary submission of the 
Cahfornian leaders, thus disobeying the spirit of his 
instructions. Yet he was in a sense successful; the 
south was occupied without resistance. Then the 
commodore, deeming the conquest complete, resolved 
to organize a temporary civil government and to leave 
Fremont in charge as governor, reporting his inten- 
tion at the end of August^ and making Fremont mil- 
itary commander early in September.^ 

Certain dishonorable and imprudent phases of these 
proceedings not being fully understood, there was 
no reason why they should not be approved at Washing- 
ton. Notwithstanding the blunders and braggadocio 

^For details of what ia briefly referred to here see cliap. x-xi. of tbifl 
volume. 
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and filibusterism of Fr^moat and Stockton, really the 
greatest obstacles to the conquest, these officers might 
plausibly claim to be the conquerors. The purpose 
to organize a civil government, if not altogether regu- 
lar and commendable, was in accordance with orders 
then on the way to the naval commander.^ Had the 
conquest proved permanent and complete as reported, 
had Stockton organized his government as intended^ 
making Fremont governor, and had reports of such 
action reached Washington before other measures had 
been adopted, doubtless all would have been approved 
and the governors appointment confirmed. But a 
serious revolt occurred, which involved both in the 
south and north all the fighting and bloodshed that 
attended the war in California; and the commodore 
and colonel Avere forced to postpone all thought of 
civil organization and give all their energies to the 
military task of putting down a revolt that was 
largely due to their own errors. Stockton with hia 
naval force proceeded to San Diego to renew opera^ 
tions against Los Angeles; Fremont as military com- 
mandant hastily ransacked the country for recruits 
and supplies for his battalion, and marched south to 
cooperate with the commodore, after some of his men 
had engaged in a fight at Natividad ; and garrisons of 
marines and volunteers were left to protect the north- 
ern posts, and, as it proved, to engage in some slight 
warhke service. Details and results have been re- 
corded in preceding chapters. But before the con- 
quest was really accomplished, and the leaders were 
ready to think again of civil affairs, several things. 
had happened to affect their plans.^ 

* July 12th, Sec. Bancroft to Sloat. Xbc eeudiug of an artiUery company, 
and of tlie N< Y. volmiteei-a soon to start, is announced; and Sloat ia in- 
structed to extend hia possession to S. Diego, and if possible to Loa Angeles. 
*This will bring with it the necessity of a civil adminiatcation. Such a gov- 
ernment Bhonld be established under your protection; and in selecting per- 
sona to hold office, due respect should bfe had to the wishes of the people of 
Cal.' News of Kearny's appointment ajid a copy of hia instructions are 
enclosed. *Thegovfc relies on the land aad iiaval forces to co^iperato with 
each other in the most friendly and effective manner.' Doc. in FHmoii.Vs 
Courl-jnaHial, 59-60; Stochlon'» Lye, 30. 

'The later theory of Stockton and Fr(Jmont, that the rev^^It was a mero 
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The adiDinistration at Washington on the outbreak 
of the Mexican war, taking it for granted that the 
naval forces Avould occupy the porte, but not antici- 
pating that thoy would be able to do much more, 
resolved to send a military force by land and sea to 
cooperate in the conquest or occupation. General 
Kearny was selected to take command, and in June 
was ordered — as soon as he should have completed 
the conquest of New Mexico — to march across the 
continent. His instructions were to take possession 
of California, to assume command not only of the 
troops that accompanied him, but of those to be sent 
after him by sea and land, and of such volunteers as 
might be organized among the settlers, and to estab- 
lish a temporary civil government,' It was hoped, 
but not confidently believed, that Kearny might reach 
California in the winter of 1846-7, 

There were as yet no definite instructions on the 
course to be followed if the things the general wa^ 
sent to do should be done before his arrival by others, 
for no such emergency was foreseen; but there were 
later orders throwing lighten the government's in- 
tention. In July the artillery company was despatched 
by sea, with orders dated in June,^ and the instruc- 

local and inB^ificaat matter, not mterfmng at all with the conquest previ- 
ously effected or the civil govt alreadj organized, merits no consideration what- 
ever; bnt it is fair to notice that the revolt was put down mainly by their 
eflforts, their ener^ deserving some commendation. 

*See chap, xiLi. of this volume for details of Keamy^s instructions and 
operations, Tbeessentialpointaof the former wereasfollowa: June 3, 1840. 
*It has been decided by the president to be of the greatest importance in 
the pending war to take the earliest possession of Upper California. An 
expedition "with that view is hereby ordered, and you are designated to com- 
mand it. , .You are authorized to organize and receive into the Bervic© of the 
U. S. finch portion of these citiaena 3is you may think useful to aid you to 
hold the possession of the country ... It b expected that the naval forces of 
the U> 8,_w]Ilhein posseaaion of all the towns on the sea-coast, and Tvill 
cooperate with you in theconqueat of CaJ.,. Should you conquer and takepos- 
Beasion of N. Mex. and Upper Cal., or considerable places in either, you will 
establish temporary civil governments therein. , . It is foreseen that what re- 
lates to the civil goTt will be a diffionit and nnpleaaant part of your duty, 
and much must necessarily be left Bo joar own discretion.* Jane 18. An- 
nonncemenfc of the proposed sending of troops by aea, artillery and N- Y, vol- 
nuteers; 'these troops and suchaa maybe organized in Cal. will be under 
your command.* CW. and N, Mex,^ Jfew. tmd Doc.^ 1850, p. 236, 240. 

^ June 2l>th, Scott to Capt. Tompkins- He is not to be 'under the orders 
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tions already cited were sent to the naval commander, 
alluding to the possibility of having to establish a 
civil government before Kearny's arrival, but not im 
plying that this was to affect the general's authority. 
And in September instructions to Colonel Stevenson, 
given after the reception of unofficial reporl^ that 
Monterey had been occupied, were based on the idea 
that the New York volunteers would arrive before 
Kearny, that the latter would come later to take 
command, and that probably before his arrival not 
much would be accomplished in the interior.' 

Bttictly apeakmg of any naval officer/ Lut in to cooperate with the naval 
forces m the oGou^tioaof Cal. porta, *You may find ob the north-west coaat 
an army officer with higher rank than your own, when of course you will 
report to him, and if ashore, come under his command. Cuits* Conq., 25L 

^See p, 413 for instructions of July 12th. If Kearny'a inatmctionSi en- 
closed with these, were to be disregarded, surely an order to that effect would 
have been given in clear language. In the instructions of Aug. 13th, 17th, 
to the naval commander, Sec. Bancroft says: *A military force has been 
directed to proceed to Cal. for the punioBe of cotiperation with the navy ' in 
taking and holding S. F., Monterey, 8. Diego, and if possible 'San Pueblo 
de los Angeles.' 'A detachment. - -has sailed in the Lexingtoji. A regiment 
, , .will soon sail from N. Y., and a body of troops under Brig.-gen. Kearuy 
may reach the coast over Sta F^. Copies of so much of the instructionB to 
Tompkins and Kearny as relates to objects requiring cooperation are here- 
with enclosed. The president expects and requires the most cordial and 
effectual cooperation oetween the officers of the two services,. . .and will 
hold any commander of either branch to a strict responsibility for any fail- 
ure to preserve harmony and secure the objects proposed.' VuUs^ Conq.,1^, 
256. 

^Sept. nth, sec. war to Stevenson- 'Instructions have been given to 
the naval commander, . . .and you are directed to cooperate with him in car- 
rying out his plana. The regiment under your command, as well as the com- 
EEmy of Capt. TompkinSj is a part of Oen* Kearny's command; but it may 
e that be will not be in a situation to reach you, by his orders, immediately 
on your debarkation. Until that is the ease, yours will be an independent 
command, except when engaged in joint operations with the naval force, , 
It is not expected that yon will be able to advance far into the country. . -In 
the event of hostile resistance, your operations must be governed by circum- 
stances, Mid you must use the means at your command to accomplish the 
object in view — the military occupation of the country. It is not, nowever, 
expected that much can be done^ if preparations shall have been made to re- 
sist, until the forces under Gen. Keamy shall have entered the country- . . , 
Where a place is taken by the joint action of the naval and land force, the 
naval officer in command, if superior in rank to yonrself, will be entitled to 
make arrangements for the civil govt of it while it ia held b^v the cotipera- 
tion of both branches. All your powers in this respect will of course be 
devolved on GJen, Kearny, whenever he shall arrive. Outts' Conq.^ 249-50. 
iig>t. 12th, sec, war to Kearny, enclosing the instructions to Stevenson. 
* This force ia to be part of your command; but as it may reach the place of 
its destination before you are in a condition to subject it to your orders, the 
colonel. ' -has been furnished with instructions for his conduct in. the mean 
time.' Cal. aMN. Mex., Meas, <ind Dofr., ISoO, p. 241. 
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The next orders, in November — issued after news 
had come of Sloat's operations, of Stockton's acces- 
sion to the naval command, and of his acceptance of 
Fremont's battalion of volunteers, but before the re- 
ception of the commodore's plans for civil government 
' — were positive to the effect that Kearny on his 
arrival, and the ranking military officer before, was 
to be recognized as civil governor; and these orders 
were sent by Colonel Mason, who was to command 
after Keaeny's departure.^ 

Thus we see that Kearny by the original orders of 
June 184G was required to conquer California in co- 
operation with the naval forces, to command all troops 
and to direct all land operations in the province, and to 
establish a temporary civil government, being gover- 
nor by virtue of his military command. The later 
orders cited, though not received till after the contro- 
versy began, confirm the apparent meaning of the 
first, and show that Kearny did not misinterpret 
them. They show that the administration anticipated 
the possibility — though not a probability — of the 
conquest being extended to the capital, and of a civil 
government being organized by the naval forces un- 
der Stockton, the regulars under Tompkins, and vol- 
unteers under Prdmont and Stevenson, before Kearny's 
arrival and assumption of the command- They do 
not show that the general's authority was to be af- 

•NoT. 3, 1846, Gen, Scott to Kearny. * It iadeairable that the volunteers' 
[Pr6mont'a men), * if not origix^aUy mtiatored, should be caused by you to be 
regulariy mustered into eervice retrospectively under the volunteer act of 
May 13th.* The appointment ol collectors, etc.» 'appertains to the civil gov- 
ernor of the province, who will be, for the time, senior officer of the land 
forces TJi the country.' 'As a guide to the civil governor of Cal., in our 
hands, seethe letter of June 3dlaat-* * After o<;cnpying with our forces all 
necessary points in Upper Cal., and establishing a temporary civil govt 
therein, as well as assuring yourself of ita internal tranquillity, , . .you may 
charge Col Mason, . ..or the land officer next in rank to your own, with your 
several duties, and return yourself to St Louis, Frimojit's Oourt-mtirlial, 48- 
50. Nov. dth, sec. navy to Stockton. ' The president has deemed it best for 
the public interests to invest the military officer commanding with the direc- 
tion of the operations on land, and with the administrative fuuctions of govt 
over the people and territory occupied by us. You will relinquish to Col 
Mason or to Gen. Kearny, if the latter shall arrive before you have done so, 
the entire control over these matters,' Id.^ 51-2. 
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fected by such events; nor do they indicate that un- 
der any circumstances the position of civil governor 
could be held by any other than the ranking military 
officer. Kearny, as we have seen," started from Santa^ 
F^ in September, earlier than had been expected, witli 
three hundred dragoona. Presently he mot Carson, 
Stockton's messenger, with despatches for Washing- 
ton, and news that California had been conquered and 
a civil government organized by Stockton and Fre- 
mont. Nothing indicates that he questioned the ac- 
curacy of the report; neither did he find in it any- 
thing to modify his instructions or duties. He sent 
back two thirds of his dragoons, believing that the 
other troops provided for would suffice for holding 
the country, and continued his march across the con- 
tinent Had he on arrival found Carson's report 
strictly true, all being tranquil, and civil affairs being 
quietly administered by the commodore or lieutenant- 
colonel, he would have been entitled, beyond question 
I think, to assume the military command, and with it 
the governorship. 

But, as the reader knows, he found no such state 
of things. He learned that Stockton had not organ- 
ized but only planned a civil government, and that 
the conquest was yet to be effected before the plans 
could be carried out. The necessity for military ser^ 
vice, instead of having disappeared, was much more 
urgent than had ever been anticipated at Washing- 
ton. But Kearny, after the disaster of San Pascual — 
which reflected no credit on his abihty as an officer 
— entered San Diego under peculiar circumstances, 
wounded like many of hia men, deprived of his beat 
officers who had been killed, his whole command per- 
haps saved from destruction by the commodore's aid. 
The delicacy of his position, courtesy due to the naval 
commander, and the fact that Stockton was actively 
engaged in organizing an expedition against the enemy 
prompted the general not only to abstain from de- 

*See chap. xiii. of this volame. 
HirtT. Cal., Vol. V. 21 
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manding the chief command, but to decline it when 
proffered by Stockton.^** 

The two officers, however, had some correspond- 
ence^ conversation, and even argument respecting their 
claims to the ultimate command. Kearny showed 
his instructions, expressed his opinion that under 
them he was entitled to the governorship, and prob- 
ably announced his intention to assume that position 
later, Stockton, on the other hand, showed copies of 
his earlier reports explaining his plans for a civil gov- 
ernment, and made an argument in support of his 
theory that the general's contingent instructions had 
been superseded oy events, since he and Fremont had 
already done the things that Kearny was ordered to 
do." 

^'^ So Stockton atatca, offering a certificate of two of his oida who wereprea- 
sent as witnefiaea. The ^int waa not touched in Kearny's testimony in the 
court-martial^ but there la no contradictory evidence. Stockton savs: 'After 
Gen. Kearny arrived, and in my quarters and in presence of two of my miU- 
tary family^ I offered to make him commander-in-chief over aU of us, and I 

offered to go as his aid-de-camp. Ho said co; that the force was mine, aad 

that he would go as my aid-de-camp, or accompany me. A few days after 
this, and when Gen. K. had removed to other quarters, I made a formal call 
upoubimi. . .during that interview I made the eame offer to him, pretty much 
in the aame language, and received pretty much tlie aame anawen My mo- 
tives for makine this ofTer were two: the nrst waa his high character as a sol- 
dier; tiie second was, I desired ho aKould know that I was dispoaed, on his 
first arrival, to give all power into hia hands, without making a qucfition of 
rank at alL* rr^moTifs Court-T/tarlial, 189; and to aame effect in Siocktoii^s 
Report, Feb, 13, ISlT, with more esplanations that the offer waa made, 'al- 
though it waa my decided opinion. . .that I was entitled to retain the posi- 
tion in which I was placed of commander-in-chief/ 

" Kearny's testimony: *In that converaation* — that of Dec. 28th, aud the 
only one held on thosubiect as ho slates — 'I told Com. S. that he had seen. . . 
tbe instructions of the president to me rolatiug to OaL; that I had come to 
Cal. with but a amalL military force; that deference and respect for hia aitua- 
tion, he being then in command of the Pacific squailron and having a large 
force of sailora and mariues, prevented me, at that time^ from reheviug him 
and taking charge of the civilgovt; that aa aoon as my command was increased 
I would take charge of affairs iu (!^L agreeably to my instructions. Com. S. 
said in reply that he had in Aug. reported the stateof afkira in Cal. to Wash- 
ington, and that he conld not permit himself to be interfered with until he 
received an aiiswer to that report. * F^SmmWBCowrt-maHial,*t^,%\-Z, Stock- 
ton'a testimony: *ibout the time when Gen. IL was leaving my quarters, ho 
handed me hia inatruetioua, and when I read them, I waa eimple enough to 
believe that ha had lianded them to me that I might be gratified by seeing 
how fully aud thoroughly I had anticipatedthewisheaof thegovt. (I) When 
I returned the papers with a note of thanks. . .1 sent him copiea of some of 
my own despatches to the govt, that he as a friend might p^jcipate in the 
pleasure I felt, . .After this at S. Diego the general in a conversation with me 
mtroduccd the subject of the governorship, and intimated that be thought 
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Doubtless the commodore regarded Kearny's non- 
acceptance of the immediate command as indicating 
R probable yielding at the last. There would be time 
enough, however, to settle these matters after the 
taking of Los Angeles; and at San Diego there was 
no interruption of friendly relations. It would seem, 
however, that the general took at least one slight step 
to strengthen himself in a foreseen controversy;'^ thus 
indicating, as also by certain later acta, that he did 
not fully appreciate the strength of his position. It 
had been understood that Kearny after declining the 
chief command would serve in the campaign as Stock- 
ton's aid; but just before marching from San Diego 
a new arrangement was made at the generara re- 
quest All agree that Kearny accepted and exercised 
throughout the expedition the immediate command 
of the troops, and that Stockton reserved for himself, 
as publicly announced to the officers, the position of 
commander-in-chief and acting governor of California, 
his temporary authority as such being fully recognized 
by the geneml. Yet a little later there was much 
dispute about the relative positions of the two offi- 

he caght to be governor under hia inatractiona. This of coarse amazed me, 
because I bad more than once voluntarily offered to place him at the head of 
affairs In Cal., which offer he had aa often refuaed. We argued the matter, 
however, herelyingtiponhifliiistractiona.* Stockton in Id., 190, and to same 
effect elsewhere. l>ec. I6ih. Stockton to Kearny, returning with thanks 
deapatchea and aending copies of hia own letters, etc., *that you may see 
howfar the wishes of the govt have heen anticipated.' Stockton^^ MU. and 
Nav, Op., 28. 

^^It i3 difficult to attach any other meaning to K.'s letter of Dec. 22df ad- 
visiug S, to march as aoeu as poaaible on Los An^Iea to form a junction with 
Fremont** force, and adding, *I shall be happy, m anch an expedition, to ac- 
company and to give you any aid either of head or hand" Of'which I may be 
■capable.' ^4mont^8 Court-martial f 47. Neit day Stockton replied in a note 
explaining that hia purpose to march on Angeles at the earliest possible mo- 
ment had been made known to K. in conversation the monjing before, and 
implying some surprise that K.'s advice had been deemed necessary. M., 
111. K. iu hia reply of the same date, alluding to the converaation, aaya, 
' If I had so underatood you, I certaioiy would not have written my letter to 
you of last evening,' Id., 112. Itiapossible thatK.reallymiaunderstoodS-*B 
plana^ but it aeems unlikely; eapeciaily aa iu his report of Jan. 17, 1847, he 
says, *The march of the troopa from S, Diego to tnia place was reluctantly 
■couaented to by Com, Stockton on my urgent advice,' /t/., 95; and in his 
later testimony that the expedition to Angelea ' waa organized in consequence, 
■aa I believe, of a paper which I addreased to Com. S. — the oue cited above. 
Jd., 47. 
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cers, Kearny denying that he had been in any sense 
under the commodore's orders. The evidence leaves 
no possible doubt, I think, that In this dispute Stock- 
ton was right and Kearny wrong, that the former did 
act as commander-in-chief of the forces, issuing in that 
capacity many routine orders, which were obeyed, 
some of them against the general's commands. So 
clearly is this established that I do not deem it neces- 
sary to present in detail the bulky testimony, es- 
pecially as the matter had no such importance in the 
general controversy as was imputed to it then and 
later,^ Kearny had a right by his instructions and 

13 Keaxny admits that he recognized S. as acting governor, and even as 
commander- in-chief 'of California,' that is, of all forces cj:oept those at 3> 
Diego, but claims that he retained no authority over K. or the troops over 
which K. wa^ put in immediate comnuuid, and that his so'callcd ^orders' 
wero regarded as mere * suggestions. ' In other worils, K, claims to have as- 
Biuned the u^ilitary command in accordance with his rank and iDStructions as 
far aiS was possible at S. Diego before absent portions of the forces should re- 
port to hira, or should be fonnallytumed over by Stockton, The distinction 
la, however, a very fiue one, hardly satisfactory to the mind not imbued with 
military techmcalities; and as I have said^ the testimony that Stockton acted 
practically as commander-iu-chief is overwhelming, 

Stockton's testimony in Frimoni's Oourt-martial, 101-4, 199, 201, and to 
sameeOectin other reports. ^Ididnot send my aid t^Gen. K, tosay to 
him that I ordered him to do this and thatj but I sent all my meaaages to 
him in the most respectful and considerate manner. . .Most of the execution 
of details was conlided to Gen. K. aiS second in command.' Testimouy of 
Lieut Gray, as S/a aid, in Id., 210-Hj Lieut Minor, Id., 241-2, Certificate 
of Moaely and Speidenof thena^^y to K, 'a original ofier to go aa S.'said. Id., 
430. Russell's testimony on K.^s later admi^iou that he had served under 
K. Id., 262, Kearny's testimony ia Id., 47, 61, 70, U6-17, 323-5, He re- 
represcuta S. aa saying at S. Diego, 'Gentlemen, Gen. K. has kmdly con- 
aented to take com. of the troops on this exped- You will therefore look 
upon him as your commander. X shallgo along as gov. and com. -in-chief in 
Cal.^ ^I exercised no com. over Com. S.j nor did he exercise any over mc' 
' He was considered by me as com. -in-chief in CaL until he bad on Deo. 20th 
turned over a portion of that com. to me.^ 'During the inarch many mes- 
s^es were brought to me from Com. 3. ; these I looked upon as suggestions 
and as espreaaiQfta -of his orders.* laeut Emory, Id.^ 161-3, 171-2, testifies 
that K. was in command, but that 'my information is confined very much to 
the immediate com. of the troops.^ *0om. S, claimed to be gov. and com.- 
in-chief, . .On the march Com. S., I understood, did several acts in that ca- 
pacity.' He mentdona also an instance where he obeyed S.^s order on the 
location of a camp, laid., 70, is Emory's report of casualties, dated Jan. 11th, 
and addressed to *Hi3 EsccU. R. F. Sockton, Gov, of Cal., etc,;' and in /</., 
lOS-D, K/a advice and offer to march with part of the troopa, addr^sed to 
'Com. R. F. Stockton, Gov. of Cal., com'd^g U, 3. forces.' John BidweU, 
Cal. IS4I-8, MS,, 20t-7, s^s: *I as quartermaater received orders from both, 
and obeyed both so far aa I could. S, was determined to command. A con- 
fiict was growing between the two. Sometimes I thought I could see K. hite 
hialipa with rage.' Testimony of John Forster, Pioneer Data, MS,, 45, and 
of B. D, Wilson, Ohs€rv., MS., 105-9, that S. was in command. See also 
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by his rank of brigadier-general — Stockton's assimi- 
lated rank being that of colonel — to assume when- 
ever he thought best the oiilitary command, involving 
the civil governorship. He deferred the act, as he 
had also a right to do. His subsequent efforts to ig- 
nore Stockton's real position in the campaign must be 
attributed to a wish to strengthen himself for a com- 
ing controversy, and later to the spirit aroused by 
that controversy. 

During the campaign, as at San Diego^ ttiere was 
no interruption of friendly relations, apparently at 
least; and the same state of things continued for about 
a week at Los Angeles, though Bidwell and a few 
others thought that the general was angry at Stock- 
ton's attitude on the march, and Emory testified that 
Kearny forbade the reading of the commodore's con- 
gratulatory order to the troops. Meanwhile, how- 
ever, it is not unlikely that divers petty occurrences, 
not recorded, furnished fuel for the coming fire; at 
any rate, it became more and more evident to Kearny 
that Stockton did not intend voluntarily to surrender 
the command. He also began to foresee that the at- 
titude of Fremont and his battalion of volunteers 
would be a factor in the problem. He had deter- 
mined to assert tis authority as soon aa his force 
should be increased, and the nearest source of such in- 
crease was the battalion. He did not yet claim au- 

Darrative of tho campaign in chap. xv» of this volume. In the Monterey 
OalifonUan, Jan. 28, Feb, 13, 1847; S. F. Oid'fomiaa, June 26, July 17, 
1847; reprJDted aa an appendix to Bouton's speech of Julyl84S in the Oong. 
Globe; and also as appen. D of Stochon*» Life^ 43-8 — is a maaa of correspond- 
ence on this Bubject, It contaiua not onfy Stockton'a statementi but cer- 
tificates from aome 15 naval of&cers affirming moat positively tltat S. held 
thecluef command, and that K,, commanding the troops by 8/s appoint- 
ment^ waa considered by all tho officers as second in command. I have no 
space for tlie bulky details. 

In hJ3 report to the govt of Jan, 12th, Kearny wrote: *At the request of 
Com. S. , who in Sept. last asaumed the title of Gov, of Cal., I consented to 
take com. of an erped. to this place... Com. 8. accompanied us,' etc. 
Then followa an account of tho battle, etc. IT. S. Govt J}oc., 30th cong. lat 
aess-, Sen, Eic. Doc, 1, p. 516-17. Stockton, ijjhis report of Jan, 11th, rep- 
resented himaelf aa having been 'aided by Geo. Kearny,* Stochton^s Life, 
appen, 8. In his four notes to Fremont, dated Jan, 10th, 12th, 13tb, Court- 
rmiTticd, 73-4, Kearny did not nanie Stockton at all, and in one of them he 
said, 'I am here in possession of this place.' 
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thority over the volunteers; to assume it by a generaJ 
order, and require compliance from Stockton and Fre- 
mont, would be to precipitate the controversy; and 
he chose rather to gain his end by more indirect 
methods. His notes to Fremont, and his proposition 
to join him, on January 10th-13th, were due in part 
to the motive alleged, anxiety for the safety of his 
force; but also, and chiefly, to a desire for friendly 
relations with Fremont, and to the hope of obtaining 
from that officer at least a technical ^report' to him- 
self as commander. In this last respect his crafty 
plan was successful, for on the evening of the 13th, 
Major Russell arrived from the battalion's camp with 
the required report/* 

Russell had been sent by Fremont to deliver the 
letter, to learn who was in actual command, and to 
report to that officer the capitulation of Cahuenga, 
Having called on Kearny and learned that he recog- 
nized Stockton as commander-in-chief, the major pro- 
ceeded to report the treaty to the commodore. That 
evening he had at least two interviews with each of 
the chiefs^ and finally passed the night with Kearny 
and Turner at their quarters, engaging in long con- 
versations on current events. As to the general pur- 
port of results, there is no essential discrepancy in 
testimony. Russell learned that Kearny, while yet 
recognizing Stockton as commander-in-chief, claimed 

^* 'On the march, Jan. 13, 1847. Dear Sir: I have the honor to report to 
yoa my arrival at this place, with 400 mounted riflemen and bix pieces of ar- 
tillery, inoluding aoioog the latter two pieces lately in the poaaeaaioa of the 
Califomians. Their entire force, ^ndor the command of D. Andr^ Pico, have 
this day Uid down their arms and surrendered to my command. Very re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, J, C. Fremont, Lt-coL U- S- A,, and mili- 
tary oommandant of the territory of Cal. Erig,-gon, S. W. Keaniy, com- 
manding TJ. S. forces, Puebla de loa Angeles.' JixFr6mont*s Conri-martiaij 
37| and elsewhere. It was later claimed byFr^ontand his friends that 
this letter — drawn out by friendly notes addressed to *Dear F./ etc., and 
asking for information as to hia whereabouts — did not coaatitato a*report' of 
his command to Gen. K. iii a military sense; but a military court aecided 
otherwise. Another point made by the same party with some force was, that 
in the immediate controversy at Los Angeles, K. did not urge this report aa 
the fcondation for his authority over the hattahon, but reserved it as the 
foundation of later charges. This clocmnent wa^ really the basis of the 7er^ 
diet in one of the two principal phases of the cnurt-martiaL 
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the right, under his instructions, to assume the com- 
mand and organize the civil government; that he was 
friendly to Fremont and disposed to encourage his 
hopes for the governorship; and that he fully approved 
the treaty of Cahuenga. He also learned that Stock- 
ton still maintained his authority to hold the civil 
and military command as unimpaired by Kearny^s 
arrival and instructions ; that he disapproved the 
capitulation; but that he changed his mind in this 
latter respect after listening to arguments." There is 
no doubt that both the general's and commodore's 
approval of Fremont's recent acts was founded mainly 
on their own immediate interests, as the making of 
the treaty had been an irregular proceeding. 

Russell left town in the morning of the 14th, met 
Fremont five or sis miles out, and reported the state 
of affairs at the capital. This report was to the effect 
that the lieutenant-colonel would have to choose 
between the general and commodore, since each 
claimed a right to oi^anize a civil government, either 
would probably make Fremont governor, and both 
approved the treaty of Cahuenga. A controversy 
was clearly foreseen; Russell believed that Kearny 
was more friendly than Stockton ; and Fremont appar- 
ently agreed with him. There was, however, as yet 

** Testimony of Rusaell and Kearoy in IH?nonf8 Court-martial ^ 87-8, 
243-6, 251'-2, 263-5, 268, 321-4, 392. They acrceontbe poiiita mentioned m 
my text. Rnsaell states, however, that K, relied eicluaively on his iastmc- 
tionaand admitted — against H/s opijuou — that Stockton outranked him. Thia 
ia denied by K., and ia very improbable. !R. alsoeaya that Stockton claimed 
to be acting under written instructions not shown, which ia not supported by 
any other evidence. And finally, Russell makes K.^s encouragement of F.'? 
hopea for the governorship amount almost to a promise, at least to a state 
ment that he intended soon to leave Cal, , and proposed, if his anthority "wa^ 
recognized, to make F. governor; but Kearny denies that he made any prom 
iso, announced any intention, or offered any other encouragement to P. tha:i 
to speak of him in favorable terms. It is to be noted that m their testimony 
it, would natm:ally — and probably did — exaggerate and K. underrate the en- 
couragement to F> s hopes; that F- was at the time the ranking army otGcer 
in CaT next to K., and would naturally be left in command on thelatter's de- 
parture, though Lieut'Col Cooke was expected soon to arrive; and that Fre- 
mont in his defence, p, 3d2, notes, as a very strong indication against K/a 
testimony and in support of E.f the faot that Capt. Turner, a witness for the 
prosecution, was not questioned about the conversation between K. and K.» 
moat of which was in his presence. 
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* * 

no call for a decision; the battalion marched into the 
city early on the 14th; and Fremont called on both 
chiefs, 6rst on the commodore, no particulars being 
known about either interview. Indeed, so far as the 
controversy is concerned, no developments of this day 
or the nest are recorded. Kearny reported to the 
government Fr^-mont's arrival and capitulation, and 
alluding to the troops en route by land and sea, said : 
"On their arrival I will, agreeably to the instructions 
of the president, have the management of things in 
this country,"^^ thus perhaps implying a doubt whether 
he would be able to obtain contiol before the coming 
of reenforcements. And Stockton, reporting the same 
matters, said: "The civil government formed by me 
is again in operation in the places where it was inter- 
rupted by the insurgents, , .1 will immediately with- 
draw my sailors and marines, and sail for the coast of 
Mexico;"'^ thus taking it for granted that there was 
to be no opposition to his authority. Yet while there 
is no definite record of what was being said and done 
in the matter, it was well known to Kearny and to 
many others at Los Angeles that Stockton intended 
to ignore the general's authority- Indeed, he had on 
the 14th tendered to Fremont and Russell their com- 
missions as governor and secretarj' of state. 

On the 16th, therefore, Kearny ordered Stockton 
either to show his authority from the government or 
to take no further action in relation to a civil organi- 
zation-*^ The commodore in his reply of the same 

1* Jan. 14, 1847. K, to adj. -gen., in Fremont's GouTt-martiai, 80. 

^^Jan. 15th, S. to Sec- Uancroft, in SiocBon^s Life, appen. 9-10. TMswas 
Bent by Lieut Gray^ who left Loa Angeka for the east on the 16th. Griffin's 
Diary, MS. 

^^ Jan. 16, 1847, Keamy to Stockton. 'Sir: I am informed that you are 
novr engaged in oi^auizing a civil govt, and appointing officers for it in ibis 
territory. Aa thia duty has been epecLally assigned to myself by orders of the 
president, . . ,in Icttora to me from the sec. war, of Juno 3 and 18, 1846, the 
originals of which I gave you on the 12th, and which you returned to me 
on the 13th' — there aeema tobe no other record of this corresp.—* and copies 
of which I fumiabed you with the 26th of Bee, I have to ask if yon have 
any authorityfrom the president, from the sec navy, or from any other chan- 
nel of the president's, to form such a govt and make such appointmenfa ? 
If you have such authority and will show it to me, or will fumiah me with 
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day declined to obey the general's order, on the ground 
that the conquest had been completed and the civil 
government put in operation before his arrival. He 
also suspended Kearny from the command of the 
troops conferred on him at San Diego, as he had a 
right to do so far as the sailors and marines were con- 
cerned,^" 

Thus in clear terms the general asserted his author- 
ity, which Stockton refused to recognize, and to en- 
force which the former's force was less than a hundred 
dragoons. The only source of possible increase at 
the time was the battalion; therefore Kearny sent to 
Fremont, through Emory, a test order to mate no 
changes in the organization of the battalion,^ This 
order was delivered in the evening, and later Fre- 
mont called upon Stockton at the latter^s request to 
receive his commission as governorj seeing at that 

certified copiea of it, I will obeerfully acquiesce in wliat you are doing. If 
you haTO not such authority, X then denuuid that yon cease all further pro- 
ceedings relating to the formation of a civil govt for this territory^ aa I can- 
not recognize in you any light iu aaeuming to perform duties con^ded to me 
by the president. Yours reap., S. W. Kearny, Brig.-gen. U. S, A. Com. 
R. F. Stockton, U, S. N., aoting gov.* In Fr^moiU^ Couri-TtuirHal, 90, 
and often repeated eleewhere. 

"Jan. 16, 1847. Stockton to Kearny, in Id., lia *Sir: in answer to 
your note received this aitemoon, I need say but little more than that which 
I commnnicftted to you in a conversation at S. Diego: that Cal. wa^ con- 

Juered and agovt put into auceeaaful operation; tbatacopyof the laws made 
or me for the govt of the territory, and the names of the officers selected to 
sse them faithniUy executed, were transmitted to the pres. of the U. S. be- 
fore your arrival in the territory, 1 will only add that I cannot do anything, 
nor desiBt from doing anything, or alter anything on your demand; which T 
will submit to the president and aak for your recall. In the meaji time you 
will consider yourself euspended from the command of the U. S. forces in 
this place. Faithfully, your obed. serv,, E. F. Stockton, conL-in-chief, To 
Brevet Brig- -gen, S. W. Kearny.* 

^ 'Headquarters army of the west, ciudad de Los Angoles» Jan. 16, 1847. 
By direction of Brig.-gen. Kearny I send yon a copy of a communication to 
]]im from the sec. of war, dated June IS, 1846, in which is the followiEig: 
"These troops and such as may be organised in CaL will be under your com- 
luand." The general directs that no cliange will be made in the organistation 
of your battalion^ or officers appointed in it, without his sanction or approval 
being first obtained. Very resp,, W. H. Emory, Lieut and A. A, A, Gen. 
To lieut-col J. C. FrtJmont, mounted riflemen, commanding battalion Cal. 
volunteers.' Couri-WMtriia/, 5, Seealso/*/., 78, 118, 163, 194,395,399,401. The 
pLTticulat change anticipated was the appointment of GilleBpie to command 
the battalion in Fremont's place, Eeavny saya the order to F. was written— 
but perhaps not delivered — before he received S/s letter, and even before be 
wrote to 8, 
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interview the communications that had passed be- 
tween the general and commodore, and showing the 
latter Kearny's order to himself,^ Nest morning, 
the 17th, Frt^mont wrote a reply^in which he declined 
to obey the general's order, on the ground that he had 
received his appointment from Stockton, and on ar- 
rival at Los Angeles had found that officer still rec- 
ognized as commander, **I feel myself, therefore, 
with great deference to your professional and personal 
character, constrained to say that until you and Com- 
modore Stockton adjust between yourselves the ques- 
tion of rank, where I respectfully think the difficulty 
belongs, I shall have to report and receive orders as 
heretofore from the commodore."^^ 

Leaving this reply to be copied by the clerk, Fre- 
mont, in response to a note — "Dear Colonel: I wLsh 
to see you on business" — called at Kearny's quarters. 
During the interview the reply was brought in, and 
after being signed was given to the general, who 
earnestly advised the lieutenant-colonel, as a friend 
and senior officer, to take back and destroy the paper, 
offering to forget its contents. But Fremont declined 
to reconsider his refusal to obey, even when Kearny 
implied a willingness a make him governor in four or 
six weeks, on his own departure. There is some con- 
tradiction, more apparent than real, and resulting from 
the exaggerations of controversial prejudice, respect- 

'^Stoukton'a testimony. Fr^moat^s Court-martkU, 196-7. P/s com. aa 
governor, /f/., 176-6. Other eommiaaiona by S. boro the sama date, 

"Jan. 17, 1847, Fr<Smont to Kearny. *Sir: I have the honor to bo in re- 
ceipt of your favor of last night, ia which I am directed to suspend the exe- 
cution of orders which, in my capacity of mil. com. of this territory, I had 
received from Com, Stockton, gov. and corQ.-in'Chief in CaL I avail myself 
of an early hour this morning to make such a reply as the brief time allowed 
for reflection will enable me. I found Com. S. in posseasion of the country^ 
exerciaing the functions of mil. com. and civil gov.^ as early as July of last 
year; and shortly thereafter I received from him the commiasioo of mil. com., 
the duties of which I iuunediately entered upon, and have continued to ex- 
crciae to the present moment. I founds also, on my arrival at this place some 
three or four days since. Com. S- still exercising the functions of civil and 
military gov.^ with the same apparent deference to his rank on the part of all 
officers (including yourself) as he maintained and required when he assumed 
in July last. I feel myself, etc. (as in text), with considerations, etc J, C. 
Fremont, Lt-eol. U. 8. A. anduiiL com. of theter. of Cal. To Brig. -gen. S. W. 
Keaniy,U. S. A.^ Id., 6,231. 
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ing this interview,^^ but I have no doubt that, with- 
out definite promises on either side, each believed the 
date of appointment to be the essential point at issue. 
Fremont certainly understood that by yielding he 
could have the governorship later; and Kearny prob- 
ably believed that by offering an immediate appoint- 
ment he could secure obedience. 

Finding his authority and his instructions from the 
government thus ignored by Stockton and Fremont, 
and having no troops with which to enforce his orders, 
Kearny wrote to the commodore: ''I must for the 

^See teatimony in Id., 3S-9, 76, 78-81, 87, 91-2, 101, 104, 25S-5, 380-96. 

Eeamy aaya: 'Having finished the readiog, I told F. that I was a much elder 
man than hiuiBelf , that I waa a much older aoldier than himeelf, that I had 
great regard for hia wife and great friendahip for.. .Col. Benton;. ,. that these 
condderatioua induced me to volunteer advice to him, and the advice was 
that he should take hack that letter ^i\S. destroy it, ttiat I was willing to for- 
get it. Lt-col. F. declined taking it back, and told me that Com. 3, would 
support him in the position he hiS taken. I told him that Com- S, coAild not 
support him iu disobeying the orders of hia aenior officer, and that if he 
persisted in it he would unqnestionably ruin himself. He told me that Com. 
8. was about organizing a civil govt, and intended to appoint him aa gov. I 
told him Com. S. had no such authority, that authority having been cou- 
ferred on me by the president. He asked mo if I would appoint him gover- 
nor. I told him lexpeeted shortly to leave Cal.,. , .thataaaooaaa the country 
was quieted I should most probably organize a civil govt, and that I at that 
time Knew of no objections to my appointing him as the gov. He then 
stated to me that he would see Com. 8., and that unless he appointed him 
gov. at once, ho would not obe^^ hia orders, and left me.^ It would aeem nn- 
likely that F. should make this last statement, since both he and K, knew 
that S. would make him gov. at once; and F. in his defence makes several 
strong points against parts of i&.'s testimony. This ' bargaining for the gov- 
emorahip' la what ho deems most seriously to affect his honor, and he accuses 
K. of testifying falsely on the interview. It is to be noted, however, that 
K, does not state positively that F, offered obedience in return for an imme- 
diate appointment; that F, , with all his righteous indignation on the charge 
of 'bargaining,' omits all details of the interview; and that tho extract of a 
letter to Benton — *Eoth offered me tho post of gov.j Com, S. to redeem his 
pledge immediately, and Glen. K. offering to give the commission in four or 
six weeks ' — introduced by F. as his own testimony, seems to support K. 'a 
testimony and the theory that *time' waa made tho test. The matter, how- 
over, is one that affects the personal veracity of tho two officers more than it 
does the general coQtroveniy. It appears, also, that at this interview F. es- 
presscd sorrow for the dissensions betvreen S. and K., and perhaps tried to 
bring about an interview, which K- desired but would not ask for. 

This reply of Fremont refasing obedience was made the foundation of the 
principal accusation against him before a military court. In defence, he 
made the point thatK., at the interview, by offering to permit the paper to be 
destroyed, to forget its contents, and to consider tho matter of making F. 
governor, condoned the act of disobedience, or *mutiny.* This is true to the 
extent that K. was technically at fault; but the dishonor in such caaes always 
pertains not to the officer who shows such leniency, but to the recipient who 
uses it against him. 
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purpose of preventing collision between us, and pos- 
sibly a civil war in consequence of it, remain silent 
for the present, leaving with yon the great responsi- 
bility of doing that for which you have no authority, 
and preventing me from complying with the presi- 
dent's orders," He also announced in writing his 
intention to withdraw with his dragoons; and reported 
the state of aifairs to the adjutant-general at Wash- 
ington.^* 

On the 18th about 10 A. m» General Kearny marched 
from Los Angeles with his dragoons, having no fur- 
ther communication with Stockton or Frdmont, and 
reaching San Diego on the 23d. He told Lieutenant 
Emory, sent east with despatches a few days later, that 
he would assume control as soon as his force should be 
sufficiently increased; but the arrival of the battalion 
of Mormon volunteers, over three hundred strong, 
under Lieutenant-colonel Cooke,^^ who reported to 
the general at San Diego on the 29th, was not deemed 
to justify such a step, Cooke was ordered to station 
his men at San Luis Rey and await further develop- 
ments; and Kearny enibarked on the Oyane January 
31st, reaching Monterey on February 8th. Here he 
found Commodore W- Branford Shubrick^ who had 
arrived the 22d of January in the Independence ^ to 
succeed Stockton in command of the Pacific squad- 
ron. On the 25th Shubrick had written a friendly 
letter to Fremont as the senior military officer in the 

" J«u 17p 1S47, Kearny to Stockton, Tho quotation in my text is pre- 
ceded by a reference to preceding correap. of tlie 16th, &nd a statement that 
by the battles of the 8tfi and 9th, and capitnlation of the 13th, Cal. *might 
now for the firat time be considered aa conquered.' Gourt-inaHialj 79-So, 
Jan. 17th, K. to 9. *I have to inform you that I intend to withdraw to-mor- 
row from this place with the small parly which escorted me to this country,' 
atldreaaed to S. aa 'acting governor of Oal.' Id., 195. Jan. 17th, K. to adj. - 
gen., enclosing copies of corresp. with S- and P. *It will be seen by the prea. 
and aeo. war that I am not recognized in my o^cial capacity, either by Com. 
S. orLient'ColF., both of whom refuse to obey my orders or the instruotions 
of the pres. ; and as I have no troopa in the country under my authority ex- 
cept a few dragoons, I have uo power of enforcing them.* Id.^ 94-5. 

^On the Mormon battaliou, see chap, zviii., this volume. Kecord of K-^s 
departure from Loa Angeles, also Emory's departure, in FrdTtiOTtt^s CouTt-mar- 
tkU, 87, 92-3, 1Q5, 383. Gnffin's Diary, MS,, ja authority for tho arrival at 
S. Diego, 
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country, not knowing that Keartij'' had arrived, but 
three days later had written a similar letter to the 
general. On the 28th the Lexington had arrived with 
Captain Tompkins and an artillery company, as fully 
recorded in another chapter; and next day Shubrick 
had sent the Dale southward with the letter to 
Kearny and another to Stocktonj requesting his pres- 
ence at Monterey. Kearny found the new commo- 
dore disposed to recognize his authority as military 
commander-in-chief, and to disapprove Stockton's act 
in organizing a civil government in opposition to the 
general's instructions, but also to favor a peaceful 
settlement of the dispute. He had, moreover, the 
instructions addressed to Sloat on July 12, 1846, as 
already cited^ which authorized the naval ofBcers to 
organize a civil government. The general agreed 
with Shubrick that it was best not to reopen the con- 
troversy, but to wait for more explicit instructions 
from Washington, Therefore he started for Sau 
Francisco, February 11th, on the Cyane; while the 
commodore reported the decision to Fremont and ta 
the government,^ 

" Shiihricii's Bept, Feb. Idtb, is a. oarrative of events since hia arrival. lit 
it the only remark bearing on the controversy ie, * I have recognized in Gen. 
K. the senior officer of tlie armv in Oal. ; have consulted aad shall cooperate 
with him a3 such; and I feel uiat I am particularly fortunate in having so 
gallant a soldier/ etc. Shubrick's letters of Jan. 25th and 2Sth to Fremont 
and Kearny are not extant, but are mentioned in Id.^ and ^^mtynt^s CouH- 
TnctrticU, 9. The general's account of his arrival ajid conaultation with Shu- 
brick is in Kearny's Mept, March 15, 1847. He aays: 'On my showing to 
Com. 8h. my instruo. of June 3, 18, 1843, he was at once prepared to pay all 
proper respect to them; and being at that time com. -in-chief of the naval forces, 
heacknowledgedmeastheheadajidcom. ofthetroopsinCal. . .He then showed 
me the instruc. to com. SI. of July I2tb, . . .and as they contained directvons 
for Com. SI. to take charge of civil a^irs, I immediately told Com, Sh. that 
1 cheerfully acquiesced and was ready to afford him any assistance in my 
power. We ^reed on our separate duties, and I then went to S. F.,' etc- 
Fremont's idea of this agreement, in CourC-martialf 419-20, is that it was 
virtually an acknowledgment of the legitimacy of the position aaaumed by 
bimseU and Stockton. Shnbrick's letter of Feb. I3tb to F., Id.j 417, in re- 
ply to F.*s of Feb. 7tb, to be noticed later, was non-committal and friendly. 
*Whilo the gen. was here, we consulted fully as fcojoined on me by my 
instruc, and on him by bis, on the mc^Laarcs necessary to be taken by us for 
the security of Cal. I am looking daily for the arrival of Com. St., when I 
shall oi course receive from him a full account, etc. It is to be hoped that 
the pleasure of the president on civil govt, etc., will soon be known.* Haa. 
no funds to Bpare for F. In hla report of same date to the govt. Id,, 296, Sh, 
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Meanwhile Commodore Stockton, still holding the 
position of governor down to the date of his depart- 
ure, left Los Angeles the I9th of January and marched 
with his marines and sailors to San Pedro, where all 
embarked on a man-of-war for San Diego. Hero on 
the 22d he reported the civil government to be in suc- 
cessful operation. On Pebniary 4th he sent a longer 
report on the troubles with Kearny, demanding that 
officer's recall, ''to prevent the evil consequences that 
may grow out of such a temper and such a head"! 
and next day he wrote a full report of the recent 
campaign, from which I have quoted extensively in 
the preceding chapter,^ Also in February and March 
the commodore and his naval officers took some pains 
to enlighten the public respecting his position as com- 
mander in the final campaign, as already recorded.^^ 
As to his correspondence or conversation with Shu- 
brick, if he had any, nothing is known. From Fre- 
mont during January, February, and the first ten 
days of March, we have^ so far as the controversy is 

alludes to the ^ unfortnnate difiTerence* between St<, K., and F. 'I have ex- 
changed opinions with Oen. K., and ahall contiiiue to concert witli hin> such 
measures aa may seem boat ■ . . With regard to the civil govt, . . . meiisnres have 
been, in my opinion, prem&turely taken by Com, St., and an appointment of 
gov. made of a g&ntleman who I am I^ to believe ia not acceptable to the 
pcjople of Cal.^; butSh. intends to await further iDStmctiona and conhnd his 
efforts to keeping quiet possession of the territory. The despatch of the 
13th was sent east by Lient Talbot, reaching Washington June 3d. 

^' A letter of Jan. 19th signed by 12 citizens of XiOS Angelea, and presum- 
ably recognizing the legitimacy of S, 'a proceedings, waa offered as ovidenoc, 
hut not allowed to be read. Fr^mmfs Gtmrt-marticd, 195, Jan. 22d, St. to 
Bancroft, A brief report, sent by Li-ent Gray, containing an allaaion to K/s 
^penlons condition after his defeat at 3. PaacuaL^ S. was Bomewhat too fond 
of these aly hits. Stockion^s Life, appen. 10. Feb. 4th, Id. to Id. 'As the 
guardian oi the honor and services of the navy, I take leave to send yon the 
following narrative. This case requires no argument; nor will I mate a sin- 
gle remark in relation to the extraordinary conduct of Gen, K. or the inde- 
fensible language of his notes: ''demands," "personal collision,*' "civil war/' 
and the bold assertion that the country was not conquered nntil the Stb and 
9th of Jan. by the troops under his command, speak for themselves.* Id., 
10-12. Stockton's reptof Feb, 5th, in M, I2-1G; Id.. Mil.and Nav.Oper., 
30, This was sent by Lieut Beale^ aud reached Washington May 3lBt. Fr4- 
moTii'B Court-martial, 3ti6. 

"Seonoto 13 of this chapter. Feb. 5th, certificate of Spiedenand Mosely 
at S. Biego, in Fr^tnorWa CouH-manial, 430, March 9th, Capt Zielin to cap- 
tains Pedrorena and ArgUello, asking for their reports of the battles, and 
particularly for their testimony aa to who was in command. Savage, DoCj 
MS., iii. 72. 
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concerned, only three letters, addressed to Benton, to 
Shubrick, and to W. P. Hall, all written to defend 
his position and that of the commodore who had ap- 
pointed him,^ 

Thus the annals of the controversy have been 
brought down in a sense to the end so far as Stock- 
ton was concerned, and to the end of its first phase 
in Fremont's case. And here I may say, as has been 
implied in what precedes and as the facts fully justify 
me in saying, that on the merits of the dispute, Kearny 
was in the right and Stockton in the wrong. General 
Kearny, in obedience to instructions from Washington, 
had marched to California, had cooperated with the 
naval officers in conquering the country, and was en- 
titled to the chief command. Stockton's claim to 
have effected the conquest and organized a civil gov- 
ernment before the general's arrival was unfounded; 
but had it been supported by facts, it would by no 
means have justi6ed his disobedience. His position 
was untenable, and popular sympathy for him as a con- 
queror unfairly deprived of the glory of his achieve- 
ment has been misplaced through a misconception of 
the facts. He had shown a creditable degree of 
energy and skill in overcoming obstacles for the most 
part of his own creation, in putting down- a revolt 

^ Peb. 3, 1347, F. to Benton, only & brief fragment on K/s offer of tbe gov- 
^morahip, quoted in note 23. A loDger extract ol perhaps the same letter is 
fonnd in Btgeloto's Mem., 197-S' Feb. 7th, P, to Shubrick> in reply to note 
of Jan. 25tb, explaining his roaaons for having refnaed to recoguizo K-'s 
authority — that ia, that K. 'e contingent inatructiona had been euperaeded by 
events. * I trust the foregoing eiplanatton will fully aa^tisfy you that the 
position I take is an incident of the extraordinary circumatanccs Burrounding 
me, and ia home out by a rieid adherence to the line of duty/ He also e£- 
plaiua that he ia finaucially hard pressed, and hopes Sh. can advance money 
for govt expenses. Fr^moti^s Court-martial^ 9-10. Feb. Hth, F. to Hon. Wil- 
lard P. Hall. 'I leam with surprise and mortification that Gen. K.) in obedi- 
ence to what I cannot but regard a^ obsolete iDstruetiona, means to question 
my right, and.. .1 cannot., .yield or permit myself to be interfered with hy 
any other until directed to do so by the proper authorities.' 'Intimations, . . 
have reached me that you were using your talenta and high character as a 
member of the American congress, in yoinr iutercourao with citizens of this 
place and the troops under my command, to raise doubts^ if not queationing 
altogether the legitimacy or validity, of my tenure of office; therefore 
wanta to know if the intimations are founded in fact. Id., lO-H; Haira 
testira. Id., 20S-9. 
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that but for his own folly would have had no exist- 
ence. No more can be honestly said in praise of the 
commodore's acts and policy in California, Against 
Kearny*s position in the dispute nothing can be urged, 
and against his conduct — his blunder at San Pascual 
affecting only himself and his men — nothing more 
serious than a savor of sharp practice in certain minor 
proceedings indicating a lack of confidence in the 
real strength of his position, or perhaps an excess of 
personal bitterness against his rival. 

As far as Fremont is concerned, his action in dis- 
obeying Kearny's order, or rather in leaving the two 
chiefs to settle their own quarrel, must I think be 
approved; that is, as compared with the only alterna- 
tive. Like Stockton, he merits no praise for earlier 
proceedings. He had perhaps done even more than 
the commodore to retard the conquest. His mishaps 
as a political adventurer call for no sympathy. But 
his cause was identified with that of Stockton, who 
had adopted hia views, had saved him from a position 
that might have been dangerous, had given him his 
command, had approved his irregular acta at Ca- 
huenga, and depended upon his support in his own 
assumption of authority. There is, or should be, 
honor even among filibusters. For Fremont to have 
deserted his patron at the last, particularly when 
Kearny's offer of the governorship was sure to make 
the transaction appear a bargain, would have been 
dishonorable and treacherous. True, the coloneFs act 
was declared later by a military court to be techni- 
cally mutinous disobedience of a superior's orders- 
This amounts to Httle, and is all that can be said 
against Fremont. Had there been no further devel- 
opments in the controversy, the verdict would possibly 
have been different; or rather it is probable that no 
charges would have been preferred. 

Commissions to Fremont as governor and Russell 

as secretary of state were issued by Stockton on Jan- 
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uary 16th, but their respective terms of office began 
on the 19th, wheti the commodore turned over the 
command on his departure from Los Angelea It had 
been intended to make Gillespie secretary, but he pre- 
ferred to be major of the battalion, and his commission 
was dated the 18th,^ Besides a governor to succeed 
himself, Stockton also appointed on the 16th a legis- 
lative council of seven members, as follows: M, G. 
Vallejo, David Spence, J. B. Alvarado, Thomas 0- 
Larkin, Eliab Grimes^ Santiago Arguello, and Juan 
Bandini, The council was summoned, by Stockton's 
proclamation of the 18th, to convene at Los Angeles 
the 1st of March J but no meeting was ever held. 
Some members declined to serve; there was appar- 
ently a degree of sectional dissatisfaction; and finally . 
no council was deemed necessary by a new adminis- 
tration.^ After the commodore's departure the bat- 
talion was paraded, the conimissions were read by 
Secretary Kussell, and the new government went 
into operation. On the 22d Governor Frdmont issued 

*^Oii these commiaaioQS, already recorded indirectly, a^e Fr^mont^s Courl- 
martial, 175-6, 194, 203, 252, 257-8, 384, 410. 

''Jan. 16, 1S47, VaUejo's original comniJBsion signed by StocktoD. Va- 
ll^Oj -Doc^j MS-, i. 20. I ^d no other appoiiLtments, and no ofticial list of 
thomomberfl. Jan. 18tb, Stockton's proclamation convening the council for 
March 1st. Id., xii. 260. Jan. 22d, Fremont to Vallejo, cncloaioff cammia- 
sion, with much flattery. /<£., i. 21. Jan. 22d, Larkin to V., encloaing ¥.*b 
letter. L. himself wUl not serve; will send a vessel for V, and Grimes, Id., 
i, 22, Jan. 29th, Bandini to V., urging him to accept and work for the good 
of hia country, as he intends to do. Jd., sii 264. Jan. 29th, Lieut Revere to 
v., orging him not to accept, since the peace will not be permanent, and Fre- 
mont's course can not be approved. Id., xii. 265. Jan. 31st, Semple, Colton, 
and Talbot H. Green urge V. to accept. Id., xii. 266-8. Feb. 15th, V. to 
F. Accepts the position. Id., xii. 277. Jan. 26th, Bandini to Stockton, de- 
clining on account of ill health. Bandini, Doc, MS., 103. Feb. 26th, at a 
public meeting at Sonoma it waia resolved that the district north of the bay 
was entitled to one third of the council, and Gen. Kearny was asked to in- 
crease the number of members to 15, giving the diatrict5; and Vallejo, Bc^ga, 
Origaby, Stephen Cooper, and W. A. Richardson were recommeuded. Unb, 
Doc, MS., 13S-9. According to S. P, Cat. Star, March 6th, the citizens of 
Sonoma selected Vallejo, Bogga, and Cooper. Feb. 26th, ameeting also held 
at Stfl, Clara, and Elam Browa selected. Id. March 4th, Kearny to alcalde 
of 3. F. ^I have not called any such counotl^ nor do I at present contemplate 
doin^ bo.' Cal. aivi N. Mex., Mens, and Doc, 1S50, p. 289-91. April 13th, 
Larkin wiitea to Stockton that many blame him (L.) that the council did 
not meet. ^You kindly sent ua the Cyaiie^ but Com. Sb. prevented her de- 
parture. The members could not go by land and get there in time. ' LarUn'a 
Off, Corresp,,]sm., i. 137. 

Hist. Cai.-, Vol. V. 23 
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a proclamation or circular announcing the establish- 
ment of civil rule, '*I do hereby proclaim order and 
peace restored to the country, and require the imme- 
diate release of all prisoners, the return of the civil 
ofHcers to their appropriate duties, and as strict an 
obedience of the military to the civil authority as is 
consistent with the security of peace and the main- 
tenance of good order where troops are garrisoned/'^ 
For a period of about fifty days Fremont was 
recognized in a sense throughout California as gov- 
ernor, though it does not appear that he had occasion 
to exercise his authority directly beyond the Los 
Angeles district, ^^ Nor were his duties as ruler 
onerous even at the capital. Part of the volunteers 
were discharged, and the rest were stationed at San 
Gabriel, Locally all was quiet, the Angelinos devot- 
ing themselves as in earlier times to social pleasures, 
and the governor^ as all agree, winning many friends 
among the natives by joining in their festivities and 
adopting to some extent their ways of dress and life. 
The happenings of those days, however, are but 
meagrely recorded. Official orders were for the most 
part of a petty routine nature; and indeed, the only 
ones known are such as were subsequently included 
in charges against Fremont as supplementary acts of 
disobedience.^ 

**JaJi. 22, 1847. Fremont's circular. Monterey CaU/omian, Feb. 6th; 
Bryant'3 What I Saw, 414; Q^tiU' 0<mq., 164, 

^^Lieat-col Cooke, CoTiq. CaL, 283, under date of March ISth, writes: 
* Gen. Eeamy is eupreme — aomewhero up the coAst; Col Frtoont supreme at 
Pueblo deloa AuselOB, Com. Stockton is ^'comDuuLder-ia-chief *' at S. Diego; 
Com. Shnbricb, the same at Monterey; and I, at San Luis Rey; and we are 
aU supremely poor; the government having no money and no credit; and 
we hold the tervitory because Mexico is poorest of all.' Cooke, however, 
was a foe to Fremont. Feb. 20th, J. B. Hull, commandant of the nortbera 
district, proclaims that civil authori^ kia t^en place of the military; and 
revokes all past orders bearing oq civil rights. But he says nothing of any 
governor. S. R Col. Star, Feb. 20^ 1S47. 

siJan. 24th-27th, orders in connection with courta-martiai, by which lieut 
Rock was cashiered for drunkenness- and fighting with Private Geo. Smith. 
Jan. 25th, order to Capt. J. K. WiLaon to recruit men for a 2d artDlery oo. 
at $25 a month for three months. Feb. 5th, order to Major Louia McLane to 
proceed northward for the purpose of obtaining recruitB; also to examme the 
defences of Yorba Buena, and erect a fort on White Island, Feb, 13th, 
Accepts the resignation of captains Ford, Oibson, Finlay; and lieuts Bald- 
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The chief difiBculty experienced was to obtain funds 

and supplies for the battalion. Holders of claims for 
property taken in the past complained that payment 
was too long delayed, and these complaints, with a 
prevalent doubt that Fremont's authority to contract 
debts would be recognized by his successors, increased 
present financial troubles. Yet men were found will- 
ing in consideration of high prices to risk delays and 
losses. I shall have more to say of these 'California 
claims' a little later; only two need be mentioned 
here. From Antonio J. Cot in February the gov- 
ernor obtained ^a loan of $3,000 at three and two per 
cent per month; and from Eulogio C^lis in March 
another of $2,500 at two per cent after eight months. 
With C^lis he also made a contract to furnish 600 
head of beef-cattle for $6,000, payable in eight months; 
but the battalion was discharged, and Fremont's au- 
thority was gone, before any of the beef was eaten.*^ 

ridge, Eheuaaw, Elaokbum, J, Soott^ J. K. Barton, aud X M. Hudspeth, 
They are blamed for reeigiimg at auob a time by Adj. Loker in his order. 
March 2d, F. binda himself in name of V. S. to pay $5,000 to John Temple 
for White (or Bird) Island in S. F. Bay- Fr^Tnoiii's Ootirt-7iw.rtialj 7, 8, 12, 
16, 17, 62, 63, 408, 

"Co/, and JV, Me^,, Mess, and Doc^> 1350^ p. 32S-fi» 363-73; Fr^nrnVs 
Col. Claims [no. 75), p, 35-6; Id. (no, 817)- These claims were presented 
forpaymentafterF.^a departure, and without his having left any record of 
the transa-ctioiis. The cattle contract was perhaps aomewh&t 'crooked/ On 
April 26th F. certified that C^lia had delivered the cattle, and gave to C. a 
certifcate that $6,975 (including the hides which C. was originally to have 
retained) was due him from the U. 8, govt. ; but in fact the cattle were not 
delivered by C, until May 1st and July 7th, and then to Abel Stearna to 
breed for tm:ee years on F.'sacoonnb for half the increase! F.'s defeocowafl 
that he put the cattle in private hands to eecnre himself if the govt should 
not acknowledge the debt; and this is blaudble if not regular, but it does 
not explain his certi6cate of delivery. Hensley testified tlut he received the 
cattle for the battalion; bat this does not agree with Steams* receipts. 
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At San Francisco Kearny found Colonel Kicbard 
B. Mason of the 1st dragoons and Lieutenant Watson 
ofthe navy, who had arrived the 12thof February, and 
with whom the general returned to Monterey by the 
Savannah on the 2Sd.^ Mason and Watson brought 
instructions, dated Washington November 3d and 5th, 
for both general and commodore, which were positive 
to the effect that the senior officer of the land forces 
was to be civil governor. They also required that 
the volunteers of the battalion should be mustered 
into the service regularly if it had not already been 
done, that Fremont should not be detained in Cali- 
fornia longer than the necessities of the service might 
require, and that the military and naval chiefs should 

^ Keamy'a Rept, Mar, 15th; 8. F. CaL Star, Feb. 27, 1847. About the 25th 
Lieut Beale left CaL for the eaat. Frtmortt'a Court'tnartifUt 271. 
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hold frequent conferences, acting always in harmony* 
Colonel Mason was to be recognized as commander 
and governor in the absence of Kearny^ who wa8 per- 
uiitted to retire as soon as tranquil possession should 
be insured and a temporary civil government organ- 
ized.^ 

Had Stockton been still in command of the squadron, 
he would probably have refused compliance with these 
orders, on the ground that they were issued before 
his report of August had been received; butShubrick 
was impelled by inclination as well as duty to obey. 
Accordingly on the 1st of March the general and 
commodore issued a joint circular, in which the for- 
mer assumed the governorship, and Monterey was 
named as the capital.^ Kearny issued on the same 
day general orders and instructions to Cooke, Fre- 
mont, and Gillespie, which will be noticed presently, 
and bearing which Captain Turner started for the 
south next day. Also on the 2d there arrived Com- 

* Nov. 3, 1846, Scott to Kearny. Nov. 5th, Sec. of Navy Maaon to Stock- 
ton, in Fr^tntrnt^sCourt-maT^ial, 48-53» See quotations from these inatructiona 
in note B, chap. xvi. of thia volanie. They were written after Sloat^s arrival 
at Washington with Monterey news of July 28, 1846. It was supiwsed tliat 
Mason might arrive and take command before Kearny. 

* March 1, 1347. *To all whom it may concern, be it known: That the 
president of the U. S, , desirous to civo and secure to the people of Cal. a 
share of the good government and nappy civil organization enjoyed by the 

Sreople of the 17. S., and to protect them at the same time from the attacks uf 
oroigu foes and from internal commotions, has invested the nndersigited 
with separate and distinct powers, civil and military* a cordial coi^peration 
i[i the exercise of which, it is hoped and believed, will have the happy reaults 
desired. To the commander -in- cliief of the naval forces the president has as- 
signed the regulation of the import trade, the conditions on which vessels of 
all nations, our own as well as foreign, may be admitted into the x>orta of 
the territory, and the establishment of all port regulations. To the command- 
ing miUtary officer the president has assigned the direction of the operations 
on land, and has invested him with administrative functions of government 
over the people and territory oecnpied by the forces of the U. S. Bone at 
Monterey, capital of CaL, this 1st day of March, a, d. 1847- W. Branford 
Shubrick, Commander-in-chief of the naval forces. S. W. Kearny, Brig.- 
gen. U. S. Anny,andGov. of CaL* Theoriginal, printed in English and Span- 
ish, of which I have several copies; Q^&oUxCal. tmd N^. Mex^t Mess, and Doc., 
1850. p. 288; S^ F, Col. Star, March G, 1847; and often reprinted elsewhere. 
It is to be noted that in Fr^monfi CGurt-Tnartialj 12, is cited a letter of Feb. 
23d, from Shubrick to Fremont, in which tho former aaj^: *Gen. K., I am 
inatracted, is the commanding miL officer in Cal, , and invested by the presi- 
dent vrith the administrative functions of govt over the people and territory.' 
I find no other mention of this document. 
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modore James Biddle on the Columbus. He did not, 
however, disturb Shubrick in his command of the 
northern Pacific squadron;* and he fully approved 
the position assumed by Kearny, who on the 4th, but 
antedating it to the Ist, issued to the people in Eng- 
lish and Spanish a proclamation in which he offered 
protection to all interests, and encouraged the natives 
to hope for all the rights and privileges pertaining to 
citizens of a United States territory. There was no 
allusion to the controversy except indirectly, in a kind 
of apology for irregularities in the past. While the 
distinct civil government set up by Stockton was ig- 
nored, there was practically no radical change in pro- 
posed measures or policy. California was to be held 
as a conquered province, and ruled by the military 
commander, through the old officials as nearly as possi- 
ble in accordance with the old laws until the United 
States should provide a territorial government; for 
as before the permanence of possession was taken for 
granted, I append the proclamation in a note.* 

' Arrival of Biddle, March 2d, JC^amy'a Mf.pt.; M<mterey Calif.t March b", 
1847- Biddle'a t^ecree of March 4th, raisinff tbe blockade on the west coast 
except at Mazatlan ajid Guaymaa. Id,, March 13th. March 6th, B, to Larkin 
on eame subject, Larldn^aDoc., MS., v. 34. March loth^ Larkin to Stockton 
on Eiddb^a arrival, with much flattery for St. Thinks B. and Sh. wili work 
against St., though the latter has done more for the countiy than both com> 
bined aro likely to do. Off. C&rresp.^ MS., i. 120-1, 

'^ March i, 1S47, * Proclamation to the people of California, The presi- 
dent of the TJ. S. liaving instructed the nndersigned to take ckarg© of the 
civil government of Cal. , ho enters upon hia duties with an ardent desire to 
promote, as far as he ia able, the interests of the country and the welfare of 
its iuhahitaDts. The undersigned has inatmctiona from the president to re - 
spect and protect the religious institutions of Cal., and to see that the reli- 
gious rights of the people are in the amplest manner preserved to them, the con- 
stitution of the U. S. allowing every man to worship hia creator in such a 
manner as his own conscience may dictate to him. The undersigned is ubo 
instructed to protect the persons and. property of the qnict and peaceable in- 
Jiabiitanta of the country against all or any of their enemies, whether from abroad 
or at home; and when he now assures the Califomians that it will be his 
duty and hia pleasure to comply with those instructions, he calls upon them 
all to exert themselves in preserving order and tranquillity, in promoting har- 
mony and concord, and in maintaining the authority and efficacy of thelaws. 
It is the wish and design of tho U, S, to provide for Cal-, with the least pos- 
sible delay, a free government similar to those in her other territories? and 
the people will soon bo called upon t:, exercise their rights as freemen, in 
electing their own representatives to make such laws as may be deemed best 
for their interests and welfare. But until this can be done, the laws now in 
existence, and not iu conflict with the constitutiou of the U, S., will be con- 
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About this time the first detachmont of Colonel 
Stevenson's New York volunteers arrived at San 
Francisco, as is fully recorded in another chapter; and 
after issuing a few minor orders respecting these troops 
and local affairs in the north, General Kearny wrote 
a general report of his proceedings since leaving Los 
Angeles, which was dated the 15th of March and 
sent east by the Savannah, In this report he says : 
''The Californians are now quiet, and I shall endeavor 
to keep them so by mild and gentle treatment. Had 
they received such treatment from the time our flag 
was hoisted here in July last" — that is, if the policy 
of Sloat and Larkin had been continued instead of 
the fihbusterism of Fremont and Stockton — "I believe 
there would have been but little or no resistance on 
their part. They have been most cruelly and shame- 
fully abused by our own people — by the volunteers 

tinued until changed by competent authority; and those peraona wbo hold 
office will continue in the same for the present, provided they swear to sup- 

Eort that conatitntloQ, and to faithfally perform their dnty. The undersigned 
ereby absolves all the inhabitants of CaJ. from any fnrtherallegianee to the re* 
public of Mexico, and will consider thorn aa citizens of the U. S. Those who 
remain quiet and peaceable will be respected in their rightfl, and proteet^l 
in them. Should any take np arms a^inst or oppose the government of this 
territory, or instigate others to do so, they will be considered as enemies, 
Etnd treated accordingly. When Mexico forced a war upon the U. 3., time 
did not permit the latter to invite the Californians as friends to join her stand- 
ard, but compelled her to take possessioa of the country to prevent any 
European power from seizine upon it; and in doing so, some excesaes and un- 
authorized acta were no doubt committed by persons employed in the service 
of the U. S., by which a few of the inhabitants have met with a loss of prop- 
erty. Such losses will be duly investigated, and those entitled to remunoraticsj 
will receive it. California has for many years saffered greatly from domestic 
troubles; civil wars have been the poisoned fountains which have sent forth 
trouble and pestilence over her beautiful land. Now those fountains are 
dried np; the star-spangled banner fioata over CaL; and as long as the sun 
continues to shine upon her, so long will it float there over the natives of the 
land, as well as others who have found a home in her bosom; and under it 
agriculture must improve and the arts and sciences flourish, as seed in a rich 
and fertile BoiJ. The Americans and Californians are now but one people; 
lot us cherish one wish, one hope, and let that be for the peace and quiet of 
our country. Let us as abandof brothers uniteandemulateeach other in our 
exertions to benefit and improve this our beautiful, and which soon must bo 
our happy and prosperons, home. Done at Monterey, capital of Cal., this 
first day of March, a. p. 1347, and in the 7lst year of the independence of 
thoU. S. S. W. Kearny, Erig,-gen. U. S. A., and governor of California. ' 
Anori^nai in MS., with K.'s autograph, in Valhjo, Doc, MS., xxxiv. 260; 
print, English and Span., in Bear Mag Pap., 30; also in 5. F. Cat. Star^ 
March 20, 1847; Cal. and ^. Mex., Mc&s. and Doc, 1S60, p. 205; and often 
reprinted. 



440 FE:^0NT'S controversy with KEARNY- 

[American emigrants] raised in this part of the coun- 
try and on the Sacramento, Had they not resisted, 
they would have been unworthy the name of men. If 
the people remain quiet and CaUfornia continues 
under our flag, it will erelong be a bright star in our 
union. 

Kearny s orders of March 1st, carried south by 
Captain Turner, required the California battalion to 
be mustered into the service at once by Lieutenant- 
colonel Fremont, who was to bring to Yerba Bucna by 
v/ay of Monterey and there discharge all volunteers de- 
clining to continue in the service, Fremont was also 
directed to deliver in person at Monterey, with as 
little delay as possible, all public documents under his 
control pertaining to the government of California, 
Lieutenant Gillespie of the marines was relieved from 
his duties as an officer of the battalion, and ordered to 
report to the commander of his corps at Washington. 
Lieutenant-colonel Cooke was made military com- 
mandant of the southern district, with iilstructioDS to 
post his command — consisting of the dragoon com- 
pany, the Mormon battalion, and the volunteers — at 
such places as he might deem most eligible for the 
preservation of peace, Los Angeles was suggostod 
as headquarters, and a conciliatory policy toward the 
inhabitants »^ 

* Kearnf/a Report, March 15, 1847. 

'March I, 1847, ^Headquarters lOtb mil. department/ *0rdersno. 2.' 
i. Mustcrinff in the volunteers, ii. Kclieving GiUespie. iii. Putting Cooke 
iu commana. iv. Cooke to name aii officer to receive publio property at S. 
Diego. V, Mftj. Swords and Paymaster Cloud to report at Monterey. 'By 
order of Brig. -gen. S. W. Kearny, H, S. Turner, captain, a. ft. a- general,' 
\vi Fr^monVs Conrt-marliaU 13,33, *221. Same date, K. toF,,r6fevriug to the 
general order, directinff him to bring archives, and adding: ^Ihave diree- 
tiona from the general-m-chief not to retain you in this country againat your 
wishes a momout longer than the neceasitiea of the eervice may require; and 
you will be at liberty to leave here after you have complied with these in- 
structions and those in the order referred to.' P. is addressed as *Oom'gbafc. 
of Oal. volunteers.' Id., 32-3, 102, 424. Same date, K. to Cooke, general 
inatructions, leaving details to his jadgment, 'It is highly irapoj-tant that 
a very discreet officer should be in corn, of the troops you may station at the 
city of the Angels, which has been for eo long a time the capital, and the head- 
quarters of the Mexicans and CaliJomians when in arms against us. Great 
discontent and animosity, on the part of the people there, toward the Amer- 
icans liave esiatcd, and in consequence of complaints made by them of the 
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Turner reached Los Angeles on March 11th, de- 
livering his orders and the joint circular to Fremont, 
who next day promised obedience, while the captain 
continued his journey to San Luis Rey, whero he 
made known the orders to Cooke. Fremont's obedi- 
ence consisted in submitting the order for mustering 
to the volunteers, all of whom declined to be mustered, 
though the officers had no serious objections, as the 
change would not materially affect their pay; and 
this result was communicated to Cooke on the 16th 
in reply to that officer's note of the 14th inquiring 
how many of the volunteers had be'en naustered* In 
this letter, written by Russell as 'secretary of state/ 
Cooke is informed that ''the governor considers it 
unsafe at this time, when rumor is rife with a threat- 
ened insurrection, to discharge the battalion, and will 
decline doing so; and whilst they remain in service, 
he regards his force as quite sufficient for the protec- 
tion of the artillery and ordnance stores at San Ga- 
briel." Meanwhile, on the 15th, in view of a pros- 
pective absence in the north — though he did not start 
for a week — Fremont issued to Captain Owens, act- 
ing commandant of the battalion, instructions not to 
leave San Gabriel, not to obey the orders of any 
other officer, and not to turn over to any one the pub- 
lic arms and munitions. On the 18th he drew bills 
of exchange against the government in favor of one 
F. Huttmann for $1 9,500; and on the 2 1st, as governor, 
he authorized Collector Alexander at San Pedro to 
receive government orders in payment of duties,^ 

volunteers engaged in onr caiise. It ia not neceaaary to incmire if these com- 
plaintaare well founded or not. Tho fact that tno people have been un- 
friendly and opposed to na is aufficient to make it our duty to reconcile and 
make frienda of them, and this most desirable object may be effected by a 
rnild» courteous^ and just treatment of them in future.^ Id., 140-1. 

^Teatimony and documents in FHJnonl's Court-martial, 13-1G» J48-9, 420 
eteeq.; Cooi^'a Congitea^2S4r-6. Fremont claimed that the order to Alex- 
ander waa merely a repetition in writing of one given earlier verbally, and 
waa given to protect A. The traders who bought up the claims at a largo 
dkcount and paid them ad duties at par evidently nxade a good speculation. 
nept Court Claims, 229, p, 20. ():i the Huttmauu billa, see (7. S. Ofyvt Doc., 
36th cong. 1st sees. 
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There were rumors in these days of impending 
revolt among the Californians, though there is no evi- 
dence that these rumors had the sHghtest foundation 
beyond the imagination, or rather the pretensionSj of 
Fremont and his partisans. Says the former, after 
dwelling on the tranquillity of his past rule: '' Sud- 
denly, and in the beginning of March, all this was 
changed. Men armed to the teeth were galloping 
about the country. Groups of armed men were con- 
stantly seen. The whole population was in commo- 
tion, and everything verged toward violence and 
bloodshed. For what cause? The approach of the 
Mormons, the proclamations incompatible with the 
capitulation of Cowenga, the prospect that I was to 
be deposed by violence, the anticipated non-payment 
of government liabilities, and the general insecurity 
which such events inspired. Such was the cause;'* 
and the effect was that Fremont went to Monterey 
to lay the alarming state of things before General 
Kearny, Or rather these alarms were invented later 
as an excuse for disobeying Kearny's orders,* It Is 
true, however, that the Missouri volunteers had suc- 
ceeded in arousing some feeling against the Mormons; 
and that there was a degree of uneasiness among 
both Americans and Californians about the recogni- 
tion of Fremont's debts by the U. S. government 

Frdmont's real motive for visiting the north at this 
time was probably a wish to learn whether the late 
orders were founded on new instructions from Wash- 
ington or wore but a reopening of the old controversy, 
and also to ascertain if the general was disposed as 
governor to assume the debts of the past administra- 

^ Fremont's dcftuice, in Court'martialt 422. Henaley in his teatimony, 
Id.f 232-^, slightly confirms the Tumora of impending troubles^ but he allndes 
chiefly to the end of March and to April, when there were reports of an ap> 
proacning Mexican force. Indeed, iu order to fnrnish any foandation what- 
ever for Fr6mont*H statements, it woald be necessary to group all alarming 
symptoms of the entire year, apply them to the month of March, and then 
greatly to magnify the sum total. Murray, Narr., MS., 7ti-7j raentions the 
rumora of revolt as heard at Sta Barbara. Similar reporta at S- Jos^ in the 
north in March. Unh. Doc, MS., 169-70. 
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tion.^^ He started from Los Angeles early on March 
22d, with Jesus Pico and Jacob Dodson, on his 
* famous ride/ reaching Monterey at nightfall of the 
fourth day, or the 25th," The same evening, with 
Larkin, he called on Kearny as a matter of etiquette; 
and next morning, by a request through Larkin, he 
obtained an interview with the general According 
to the lattcr's statement — and there is no other defi- 
nite information about the interview — Fremont made 
known his desire for a conversation, but objected to 
the presence of Colonel Mason, and when Kearny 
insisted that the colonel^ as the officer who would suc- 
ceed to the command, might properly listen to any 
' conversation on public affaii^, Frdmont made an 
offensive reply^ to the effect that Mason was perhaps 
there intentionally to take advantage of some un- 
guarded expression of his. Then the general, deeming 
the last remark an insult, referred to his orders of 
March 1st, and asked Fremont to state distinctly; 
before the conversation could proceed, whether he in- 
tended to obey those orders or not. The lieutenant-col- 
onel hesitated, was given an hourora day forconsider* 

^"Cooke, Conquest, 287, says that Turner had returned to Loa Angeles and 
started for Monterey, being convinced that F. did not intend to obey Kear- 
ny'dorderai whereupon F., as soon as be knew T/s anildea departure, started 
to overtake him, but failed, reaching Monterey several hours after T,*s arri- 
val. Gen. Sherroan, Mem., i. 26, gives the same version. This may be true, 
though unsupported by other evidence. 

"On his ride F, and Pico rode Cal. niuatangs, driving six unsaddled to be. 
caught with the kaao for frequent changes by Dodaon^ Fr^mont^a servant and 
a SKilful vaquero. They slept the first night at Capt Robbina* rancho near 
Sba B^bara, and the second at 3. Luia Obispo^ where the 9 horses were 
changed for 8 fresJi ones from Pico^a caballada. The third cajnp wa^ in the 
upper Salinas valley, where they were threatened and kept from sleep by 
gfizzly bears. Startmg on the return in the afternoon of the 2Gth, Fremont 
rode one horse — a gift from Tico — to within 30 miles of S. Luis^ as a teat of 
hia endurance. At San Luis they took the original horses, and having slept 
again at Sta Bdrbara, they arrived at the city early in the afternoon of the 
^h, They had been absent SJ days, had ridden over 800 miles, and had 
been actually in the saddLo proliibly about 100 hours. Acconnta of this ride 
were published in the Waehington National Intelligencer, N. Y. Herald, and 
N. Y. Timts; from which they were reproduced in Bigelow^s Mem., 152-6; 
N'. r. Jferald, May 29, 1876; Sta B. Press, June 3, 1876; WatsojwUle Paja^ 
ronian. May 15, 1879; S. F. Bdietirt, May 31, 1870; S. F. Call. Jan. 21, 1879; 
and many other newspapers. Pico, in his Acontecimi€nto6j MS,, 76-7, gives 
a brief acconnt of the ride. He says DodsoJi gave out on the last day of the 
return. 
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ation, and left the room. He had meanwhile tendered 
his resignation from the army, which offer was de- 
clined. He came back about an hour later and prom- 
ised obedience, Kearny expressed great satisfaction 
at this conclusion, and repeated verbally the substance 
of past orders, requiring him to report at Monterey 
at the earliest possible date, but permitting him to 
come by land after embarking the volunteers at San 
Pedro,^^ 

I think it probable that the manner and words of 
Fremont at this interview were the turning-point of 
the controversy, and determined the general's later 
course and accusations; but it is also likely that the 
tijne assumed by Kearny was most annoying to the 
younger officer's pride. Frdmont left Monterey the 
same day, and two days later Colonel Mason was sent 
to the south as inspector of troops^ "clothed with full 
authority to give such orders and instructions in that 
country upon all matters whatever, both civil and 

"J^r^mowS'j Court-maHitd, 17, 34, 104-7, 423, 427. Frdmont gives no 
particulars of tho interview; but ridicuica the idea that he ehoald have come 
so far merely to inault the general and offer to resign bia commiflsion; and 
bo implies that he asked K. about the claims, and waa told that they would 
not be recognized, also tha.t be di^laimed any intention to inault the general. 
ttoubtlesB bis £nal promise to obey was founded on information from Larkin 
as to the nature of the tate instructions from Washington. Lieut Sbcrnmnf 
MemoirSf i. 25, says: *A11 tho troopa and the navy (?) regarded Gen. K. as 
< the rightful commander, though Fremont fitill remained at Los AngeloiT styl- 
ing himself as gOTemor^ ia^uing orders, and holding his battalion of Cal. vol- 
"unteera in apparent defiance oi Gen, K. CoL Mason and Maj. Turner were 
sent down by eea with, a paymaster, with muator-roUs and orders to muster 
thia battalion into tho service of the U. S., to pay, and then to muster them 
out; but on their reaching Loa Angeles F. would not consent to it, and the 
controvorsy became so angry that a challenge was behoved to have passed 
between M, and F Turner rode up by land in 4 or 5 days, and F. becom- 
ing alarmed, followed him, as we supposed^ to overtake him, but he did not 
succeed. On B\*s arrival at Monterey he camped in a tent about a mile out 
of town and called onGeu. K., andit was reported that the latter threatened 
him very severely, and ordered him baok to lioa Angeles, immediately to dis- 
band his volunteers, aJid to cease the exorcise of authority of any kind in the 
country. Feeling a natural curiosity to see F. . . .1 rode out to lus camp and 
found him in a conica! tent with one Capt. Owens , . .1 spent an hour or so 
with F. in his tent, took some tea with him, and left wjthout being much 
impressed with him, ^ Sherman has evidently confounded two different visits 
of F. to Monterey. In Id., -p. 23, ho represents F. as claiming his position J 

* by virtue of a letter he had received from Cob Benton ' 1 and on p. 27, *alt 
agreed that if any one else than Fremont had put on such airs. K, would 
have shown him no mercy, for be wais regarded as the strictest kind of a dis- 
ciplinarian. ' 
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military, as you may think conducive to the public ia- 
tereat/'^^ and bearing an order requiring Fremont to 
obey Mason, to authenticate and complete any un- 
settled accounts against the government^ and to report 
at Monterey in twelve daya after embarking the vol- 
unteers, bringing with him the members of his original 
exploring party,^* 

On March 23d, the day after Fremont's departure 
from Los Angeles, Secretary Russell started east with 
despatches understood to include a petition from CaH- 
fornians for Fremont's appointment as governor. ^^ 
On the same day, after Russell's departure, Cooke 
arrived from San Luis with the dragoon company and 
four companies of the Mormon battalion, which troops 
were posted in and near the town, Gillespie rode out 
to receive Cooke in a friendly manner, but exercised 
no authority, having obeyed Kearny's order relievii^ 
him of his command. Captain Owens was in com^ 
mand of the battalion at San Gabriel, and when Cooke 
called on him the 24th he professed to have no knowl- 
edge of the orders issued by Kearny and Shubrick, 
nor would he obey the commandant's order to turn 
over a part of the artillery to the dragoons. He based 
his refusal on Fremont's written order already cited, 
and he ui^ed Cooke to await Fremont's return. 
There was no quarrel or unfriendly feeling. In his 
report of the 25th the commandant, while professing 
amazement at the prevailing ignorance of military 
law, and denouncing *Hhis treason or mutiny which 
jeopardizes the safety of the country, and defies me in 
my legal command and duties," yet deemed it best to 
" sacrifice all feeling or pride to duty, which I think 
plainly forbids any attempt to crush this resistance of 

isMarch 29, IS47, Eeamy to Maaon. Cal. and JV. Mex,, Me^. (^nd Doc.y 
ISSOt p, 307. Maaoa doubtless had verbal instructions reapectLag hia prospec* 
tive dealings with Fremont. 

'* March 2S, 1847, Kearny to Fremont. Court-maHlcd, 17-1$, 34, 424. 
March 3lHt, Biddle orders Cillespio to report for duty. Id.^ 221. 

'* Testimony of Cooke and Hussell, in Fr^TnonVa CouH-martial, 125^ 266, 
26$. Eussell seems to have gone overlaiid, but there is no information about 
his party or journey. He reached Wasliingtou in July, 
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misguided men. It would be a signal of revolt. The 
generars orders are not obeyed!"^^ Doubtless he 
acted wisely in preventing a rupture between the 
Mormons and the Missourians, 

Fremont arrived at Los Angeles on the 29th; but 
nothing is known of what occurred during the follow- 
ing days. With Cooke he had no intercourse what- 
ever. Mason arrived on the 7th of April or earlier,^'^ 
He had some interviews Tvith Fremont, Cooke being 
present at Mason's request, but nothing is known of 
details, except that their relations were not friendly, 
and that Fremont deemed himself insulted by Cooke s 
presence as a witness.^* On the 12th the colonel 
called for a list of Fremont's civil appointments, and 
for all records, civil and military. The list and a few 
papers were furnished nest day, with an explanation 
that the main record had been sent to Washington,^* 

H- 

" Testimony of Ccwke, Qillcspie, and Lokor, in IWmont's Court-martial, 
14, 122-7. 1^7, 201-S, 273, inelading: Marcli 25tli, Capt, J- K. Wi!son*a 
liote toCooko declining to turn over artillery; Owens* order to Wilson to same 
effect; and CooWa report to Capt. Turner; Cooke aaya W^ilsoti waa at first 
inclined to obey. He was shown, but not permitted to copy, Fremont's order 
to Owens. Dr Sanderson and Lieut Davidson accompaniea Cooke to S. Ga- 
briel. C expresses doubt that tbe proposition for being muatRrod had ever 
been properly presented to the volunteers. One of the howitzers which 
Owens was ordered to give up had been captured from Kearny at S. PaacuaJ, 
and given up to Fremont at Cahnenga. There were frequent attempts to in- 
troduce tbis gun in tho court-martial, apparently for no other purpose than 
to ventilate Keamy'a misfortune at S- Paacual. An extract from Cooke's 
original diary on these happenings at ILos Angeles is given in his Conquegt of 
Cat., 288, etc. Cooke's report to Turner was sent by express to Monterey, 
but could not have arrived in time to affect the instructions to Mason. 

^^ April 7» 1947, Gillespie to Larkin, mentioning the arrival of M. 'at this 
moment' as very fortunate. Speaks highly of M., though bis measures are 
hacsb according to orders. Savage, Doc.r MS., ii. 76. At this time Fremont 
hoped to start ^next week/ 

^^Cooko, in /V^??w>ni'« Court-marlialj 142 etseq. C. and F. were intro- 
duced by M., but F.'s manner did not indicate a desire for farther acquaint- 
ance, and they did not speak to ea>cli other later at Angeles or on the 
march east* A report of M. to Tamer dated April lOth and narrating his 
ofhcial acts down to date, I have not found. 

"April 12, 1847, Mason to Fremont. April 13th, F. to M. Gal. and iV. 
Mex., Me^8. and Doc,, 1850, p. 308. '^My position here having been de- 
nounced aa usarpation by Gen, K., I could not anticipate from him any call 
for these papers; and in requiring, myself, from the general govt, means and 
authority to comply with niy engagement, it became necessary that tbeso 
and other objectB should be thoroughly made known.' The only civil ap- 
polntments had been Santi^o Argiiello and Pedro Carrillo as collectors o£ 
the ports of S. Diego and S. Pedro. 
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doubtlcsa carried by RusselL Pr^mont was annoyed 
by the matter and manner of an order to bring in a 
baud of horses that had been sent to graze in the 
country in preparation for later use by the explorers. 
On the 14th Mason had to send two messengers be- 
fore Fremont would come to his quarters to answer 
questions about the horses; and when he did come, 
he used language which caused the colonel to reply, 
"None of your insolence, or I will put you in irons." 
On being informed that Mason, would hold himself 
personally responsible for these words, the ex-govern- 
or returned to his quarters, and at once sent Major 
Reading with a demand for an apology, followed on 
refusal oy a challenge. This was accepted the same 
evening by a verbal arrangement with Reading, 
double-barrelled shot-guns bemg chosen as the weap- 
ons; but in a note of the 15th the colonel announced 
the necessity of postponing the duel until the parties 
should meet at Monterey, for which place Mason 
started a few days later,*^ 

The affair, however, became known to General 
Kearny, whose positive orders prevented a hostile 
meeting. There is no reason to doubt that both 
officers were willing enough to butcher each other; 
but perhaps neither much regretted that superior 
orders and circumstances prevented a duel. In sev- 
eral respects Fremont shows to better advantage in 
this affair than his rival,^^ 

^I find no record of the exact date; bat his general report to Keamy ia 
dated at Monterey, April 26tli, It U a general s^tement of the condition of 
affair? in the south, containing nothing to he noted. Col. and N. Mcx.f Mess. 
oruiBoc., I850,.p. 309. 

" The best account of the whole matter is that in Bigtlow'e MemoiVj 203- 
13, probably from BeiUon's Speech, including the foUowing correspondence: 
April 14th, Frtoont to Mason, demand for an apology; M. to F. , declining 
to apologize; F. to M,, challenge; May 27th, Reading to F.> testifying to M/a 
verbal acceptance and choice of weapons; Apri! 15th, M. to F,, postponing 
the meeting; F. to H-, consenting toa meeting at Monterey; May 4th, Kearny 
to F., order to proceed no further in the matter; May 19th, M, toF., thinks 
that K.*e orders make a postponement proper; May 4th, Biddle to M., nrging 
a postponemeDtj May 22d^ F. to M., consents to postponement, bnt wishes to 
be apprised of tbo earliest moment when the meeting can ta^a pliK^ ' con- 
sistently with your convenience and sense of propriety; * May 24th, M. to F, , 
will inform him when 'peculiar official oliligations ' are *flO far removed as to 
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For three weelcs after the rupture between Mason 
and Fremont the latter showed no haste to obey or- 
ders and depart, though it appears that the last of the 
volunteers were discharged on April 19th.^^ The es- 
governor was doubtless somewhat occupied with finan- 
cial matters pertaining to his late adminiatrationj and 
on April 26th he tried to put one of these matters on 
a better footing by certifying the receipt of cattle 
from C^lis,^ His later excuses for delaying his depart- 
ure were the danger of travelling in those days, and 
the fact that the orders did not seem to him urgent! 

enable me to meet you,' On Ma arrival at Monterey, F. is said to have vis- 
ited M/e quarters without acccptmg an invitation to eit, for the purpose of 
making his presence known. Fmally, in 1S50, Senator Fremont, at Waaliing- 
ton> received a letter from Mason, informing him that he could have satisfac- 
tion by coming to St LoniG, F. paid no attention to this, and M.^b death 
occarred a little later. An unsuccessfnt attempt waa made to bring up this 
matter in testimony at the court-martial. Foster, Los Angeks m 184-7, MS., 
19-21, gives a brief account of the affair, claiming to have beeu present at 
Pryor's house when the quarrel took pla.ce. He says^ aud others imply, that 
there waa a * w(Mnan in tho caeo,' an appointment with whom prevented F, 
coming at M. *s £rst and second summonses. The affair is mentioned by IXar- 
grave, C'crf, \n 18^^ MSt, 9-10, who was with Fremont. Bogge, in A'ffpa 
JtegisteTt May IS, 1872, besides other blunders, says the challenge was sent 
to Keajny. M61Ihau&en» Tagdmch, 28D-92, says the duel was fought. 

While I cannot accept Bigelow*3 theory that Mason deliberately by re- 
peated insults drew out a challeugo from P. with a view of killing him, yet 
tho choice of an unusual weapon. For bis skill in the use of wbich M. waa 
famous, redecta in my opinion no credit on the colonel; and it would appear 
that there was nothing to prevent M. fighting at Los Angeles if ho Itad 
wished to fight. WitJiout adopting the opinion of Benton and others tiaat 
the letters of Kearny, Mason, and Biddle were collusive and designed to 
extricate M. from the afiair, it may be noted that K.'s duty by the rules of 
war waa to arrest both parties, wid bis B,ct of postpoimig the duel in a written 
order was a strange proceeding; though his failure to arrest and bring to 
trial was in one sense as favorable to F. as to M., and in another sense not 
so, since F, waa to be arrested on another charge. 

"Official statement. U, S. Govt Doc., 31st cong. lat sees., H. Ex. Doc, 
24, p. 22 h, by which it appears that the men were discharged April 1-19. 
There are no details, but moat of the men soon found their way northward. 

*^See note 34 of ehap. xvi. In a letter to Snyder of Dec. 11, 1849, F. 
explains this transaction. He says that when Keamy^a order came (March 
11th) AndrdsHcohad gone to S. Luis Obispo (?) to bring the cattle. OnP,*B 
return from Monterey, where K. had refused to accept the contract, Pico had 
arrived at S. Fernando with 400 or 500 of the cattle, and it was reaolved to 
put them in the keeping of Stearns on the usual terms, to await the action of 
the ^vt. Accordingly F. gave C^lia u receipt for all the cattle, only part of 
whiSi had been delivered- C» was trusted to deliver tho rest, and F. signed 
the receipt, as he claims a right to do, to hind the govt, aa he had to leave the 
country immediately, Bigdow*3 Jtfem., 394-6. Steams received 481 head 
(those at S. Fernando probablv) on May Ist from C^lia. Perhaps there bad 
been some kind of a theoretical transfer to Hensley, and back to C^lis for safe 
keeping. It was in February that F. tlirough Larkie had purchased the Mari- 
posas estate from Alvarado for $3,000. 
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Meanwhile, ia addition to increasing Indian depreda- 
tions, there came alarming rumors that a Mexican 
army under Greneral Bustamante was coming to re- 
conquer California, Captaia Moreno and other refu- 
gees returning from Sonora were supposed to have 
brought the reports; and it was also said that Liman- 
tour had landed artillery on the frontier, and brought 
commissions for leading Californians, A message 
was sent in haste to the general, Captain Stockton 
sent a vessel down the coast, scouts were despatched 
to watch the Colorado route, fortifications were 
strengthened at Los Angeles, and a close watch was 
kept on the crowd assembled at a horse-race at Santa 
Ana; but it was a false alarm, wholly without founda- 
tion so far as can be known," 

The rest of the New York volunteers having 
arrived, and a company of volunteer cavalrymen un- 
der Lieutenant Burton having been mustered in on 
April 22d, Kearny left Monterey for the south on 
the Lexington. Accompanied by Colonel Stevenson 
and two companies of his regiment, he landed at San 
Pedro and arrived on May 9th at Los Angeles, to 
"find the people of this part of California quiet, not- 
withstanding some rumors to the contrary, circulated, 
and I fear originated, by some of our own oncers to 
further their own wicked purposes," One of the gen- 
eral's motives in visiting the south was doubtless to 
hasten Fremont's motions. Of their interviews at 
this time we know only that Fremont asked permis- 
sion to go with his exploring party to join his regi- 
ment in Mexico, or to go directly east from Los 



'* The roporiB began on April 20th, A good ftccount ot the whole affair 
U given in Coolers Conqu^est^ 299-303. The writer thinks the active prepara- 
tiong and arrival of reenforcementa caTiaed Buatamante's expedition to mis- 
carry. In his report of April 28th, Gal. amd N. Mex.t Mess, avd Ihc, 1850^ 
p. 280, Kearny nays: 'I do not place much credit in the latter part of the 
above (BnBtamfuite^H approach), but it haa much excited the&e excitable Cali- 
forniaoe; and it becomes necessary to reenforce the command at Los Angelea- * 
Hay Jst be scat to Wash, copies of all papers relating to his civil adminis* 
tration. /li., 287; ^^d May 3d he announced his intention of going south. Id.j 
303. (SiocAiojt'e Report containB a mention of his trip down tbe coaat. 

Btbt. Cal., Vol. V. 29 
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Angeles, both requests being denied,^ and that he 
was finally induced to obey orders and start by land 
for Monterey on May 12tli. Lieutenant Sherman, 
who waa serving as Kearny's aid, had started a day 
or two earlier with a detachment of Mormons. On 
the 1 3th the general, in reporting Frdmont'a departure, 
said: "His conduct in California has been such that I 
shall be compelled on arriving in Missouri to arrest him 
andsendhira under charges to report to you;"® though 
this intention was not made known to the offending offi- 
cer. Cooke's resignation was accepted both aa com- 
mandant of the southern district and of the Mormon 
battalion, Colonel Stevenson assuming the former 
command. Kearny left town on the 14th, embarked 
at San Pedro, and arrived at Monterey on the 27th, 
Fremont and his explorers making their appearance 
two days later, Gillespie had in the mean time re- 
ported to Commodore Biddle, The topographical 
party being paraded before the general's quarters, 
those who wished to remain in the country separated 
themselves from the main party, and Fremont was 
ordered to discharge them. He was required to re- 
main in town instead of camping with his men out- 
side, was not permitted to send for Kern and King 
who were absent, or to visit Yerba Buena as he de- 
sired, and was ordered to turn over his surveying 
instruments to Lieutenant Halleck.^^ 

I have expressed my opinion that Fremont's tech- 
nical disobedience in January wa^ justified by his 
duty to Stockton. His continued disobedience in 
March, before the visit to Monterey, may, I think, to 
a certain extent, be regarded as a part or continua- 
tion of the same acts, covered more or less fully by 

^ Fr6mmt€» Court'marlial, 103-4, beLog Kearny's teatimony. Sherman, 
Mem., L 27, was sent to F, with a uotioe that K. deaired to see him, aad F. 
came back with S. to the general*s quart«ra. This waa probably <m the lOth- 

^"May iStb, Kearny to Adj. -gen. Jonea. Col. and N. Mex,, Mess, fsnd 
Dog., 18$0, p> 303. K. also wrote to Benton about F/s eonduct. Court-mar' 

^Testimony of Kearny and Turner. Fr^mont'3 CouTt-maa'tkd, 1L3-Ii, 
149-50. 
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the same justi6catioii, the only difference being that 
Shubrick, succeeding Stockton, now joined his author- 
ity to that of the general For it must be noted that 
Fremont, so far as the evidence goes, knew nothing 
of new orders from Washington, and supposed Kearny 
to be attempting merely an enforcement of the old 
instructions, relying on an increase of troops and the 
commodore's support. But this palliation of his of- 
fence ceases with his knowledge, acquired, at least 
unofficially, on March 25th, that the general and 
commodore had new authority for their measures. 
Most of Fremont's alleged reasons for disobedience 
were mere excuses, though he certainly had a plausi- 
ble ground of complaint against Kearny for not mak- 
ing known his new instructions, and for disregarding 
all formalities and courtesies of transferring the com- 
mand after having in a sense acknowledged the lieuten- 
ant-colonel as acting governor. Yet the manner and 
tone of Fremont as well as Kearny were doubtless 
much more annoying than is shown by the records; 
and a quarrel once in progress, if the parties keep 
within the bounds of their legal rights, that is quite 
as much as can be expected. The path of the adven- 
turer is not altogether an easy and pleasant one ; and 
in the popular sympathy as for a martyr which his 
brilliant father-in-law succeeded in working up fpr 
him, Fremont got much more than his desert-** 

Leaving the military and civil command to Colonel 
Mason, Kearny left Monterey on May 31st with his 
escort-^ Fremont and his topographical party started 

'^That theinBtructiooa of JJov. 5, 1846| were not mado known to F. aeems, 
however, to have been the faolt of Stockton, who received them in March 
from Biddle. F. claims that these iDatructions were 'niandatory to the naval 
commander to rdinqjiiBh the control of the civil administration, aiud to 
"turnover" the papers connected with it. The only way in which they could 
be o&^p^ was for that commander to inform me of the order he had received^ 
acd take from my hands the office and the archivea^ that he might, as directed, 
"relinqniflh" aud ^'t^im them over" to Gen, Kearny. For some purpose yet 
unexplained — unless its object is seen in this prosecution — they were not 
obeyed.* VouH-martiat, 421. The $. F. Col Star of June 5, 1847, has a 
good editorial on Fremont and Kearny, with praiso and blame for both, 

^May 30th, 3Iet, E, to Adj. -gen. Jones. In each he announces his In- 
tentioxL to start * to-morrow,* but the start was on theBlst. Cal. andK. Mex., 
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the same day under orders to accompany tlie general, 
the two parties camping each night not far apart. 
The route was by San Juan and the San Joaquin and 
Sacramento valleys,^ and they arrived on the 13th 
in the region of Sutter's Fort, where preparations for 
the overland trip occupied several days.^ Here Fre- 
mont asked in writing to be permitted, at his own 
expense and with a few companious, to proceed in 
advance to the states; but the permission was re- 
fused; and similar requests later were denied, in one 
case the proposition being to take a short route for 
exploring purposes. It is claimed by Fremont that 
from the start, though not under arrest or having any 
intimation that he was to be arrested, he was forced 
to submit to many indignities at the general's hands,®^ 
The start from the vicinity of New Helvetia was on 
June 16th and from Johnson's rancho on the 18th, 
Kearny's party consisted of himself, Major Swords, 
captains Cooke and Turner, Dr Sanderson of the 
Mormon battalionj who had resigned, Lieutenant Rad- 
ford of the navy, a brother-in-law of Kearny, Willard 
P, Hallj Edwin Bryant, William Fallon as guide, a 
Mormon escort of thirteen men, perhaps a few of 
Emory's engineer assistants who had come to Cali- 



Mess. tmd Doc, 1850, p, 303-6. Maj. Swords started June lat and overtook 
the party at S. Juan, 

"Major Swords in Mb report of Oct. 8, 1847, to Quajtcnnaater-geoerat 
Jesap, £7, S, Gov. Doc, 30th coog. 2d eess., H, Ex, Doo., i. p, 229 et Beq., 
gives the moat complete accoimt of the uneventful journey. See also Tifter^e 
ffisL Morm. Bat, 290-304, 

'^Id theiP', Helv, Diary, MS., 63 et eaq., it is recorded that on the 12th 
Loker arrived at the fort, reporting that K. h^d camped at 1>aylor^a and F. 
at Murphy's. On the 13th, 14th, and 15th Sutter received visits of pleasure 
and buBinesa from the general and his asaooiatea; and on the 16tli YiBtted K. 'b 
camp to wituGsa the departure. 

"Testimony of Loker and etatements of F., in FriTnont^s Court-maHkd, 
273-86, includmg F. to K., June 14th, and K. to F, in K^ly, of same dat«. 
One of the chief indignitiee complained of — bcaides the refu^aU to giant hia 
TcquestB, which were in accord with inBtnictiona to £. from Waahington, 
and for which refusala no reasona were given — waa the being required to 
camp near and in the rear of the Mormon escort. There was ^so some diffi- 
culty about a band of horses which had been left on the Cosumnes since Bear 
Flag times, and of which Sworda by Kearny's orders took the best. It ap- 
pears by the JV; Hdv. Diary, MS,, that sorae of the horses were used to pay 
off the Walla Walla volunteera. 
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fornia with Kearny, and an unknown number of 
servants.^ 

Fremont's party consisted of William N, Loker and 
nineteen of the original exploring party, whose names 
in most cases are not definitely known,^ with an un- 
known number of servants and other attaches. The 
journey was a rapid and uneventful one by the usual 
emigrant route. On the 22d Kearny was at Moun- 
tain Lake, finding and burying the remains of many 
who had perished there the preceding winter, mem- 
bers of the Donner party. He passed Fort Hall in 
the middle of July, and subsequently met the stream 
of immigrants bound for California and Oregon, He 
arrived at Fort Leavenworth the 22d of August; and 
on the same day ordered Fremont, after having ar- 
ranged the accounts of his men, to consider himself 
under arrest and report himself to the adjutant-gen- 
eral at Washington, 

About a month after Kearny's departure Stockton 
left San Francisco, and proceeded by way of Sonoma to 
the Sacramento Valley to prepare for the overland jour- 
ney.^ Lieutenant Gillespie was intrusted with prepa- 

^' Keamy'a report of May 13th, Oa£. and N. Mex^^ Mess, and Doc., lS50y 
p. 303; BryanfB What I Sav>y 453, the author not giving aoy diary or narra- 
tive of the return joumeyj Citlta' Conq., 213-15; files' -^^v Ixxiii, 5, whero 
the total numher ia given as 50 or 65; Cooke's Conquest, 300- He says there 
were about 40 meD» exclusive of Fremont's party. No names are known 
except ttose fliven in the test, and those of Quigley, John Biuley, and N. 
V. Jones of tne Monnous. 

"*The number ia given as 19 by Loker in his testimony and in a letter 
from Kearny. It seems as if there should have been more, and Martin — who 
inhis^twToiiWjMy,, 40et seq.,giveaagoodaocoant of thotrip— implies that 
there were about 40. Martin is the only name positively given; but Breck- 
euridge, Godey, Moore, Owens, and Wise were at Wash, ready to testify at 
the court-martial, and were probably of tlie returning party; and there may 
be added the following, whoBtartedagiun with Fremont in 1848i Greutzfeidt, 
Preuss, Fraule, Haler(?), Morin, Hubbard (?), Scott (f), Steppenfeldt» and 
Duketel (?}; also probably some of tho Delawarea. 

King and Kern wero not of the party; and it was attempted to show later 
that they were left behind by Keaniy intentionally by his haflty departure, 
they being at Monterey and Yerba Baena occupied in closing up a£&iirs- But 
this charge was probably not well founded, Hince the names of both men ap- 
pear in the N. ifeiy. Diarjf, MS., during the days when boIJi parties were 
near Sutter's Fort. 

^' Departure of Stockton June 2Sth, with & ^ute from the guns of the 
men-of-war, 8. F. Cat Star, July 3, 1647- In N. Helv. Diary, MS., 78 et 
aeq. Stockton's presence is mentioned. He seems to have croBBed at Hardy's 
and |[one to Johnson^s on the 15th, 
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rations, but was not permitted by Commodore Biddlc^ 
at Kearny's suggestion, to visit the northern districts 
before the general's departure. ThuSj as it was claimed, 
the start was delayed.^^ The party is said to have 
numbered forty-nine, *^a heterogeneous collection of 
all nations almost, and professions and pursuits," but 
Stockton, Gillespie, Henalcy, and Louis Lafleur arc 
the only members whose names are definitely known,^ 

The start from Johnson's rancho was on the 19th 
or 20th of July, and the arrival at St Joseph, Mis- 
souri, early in November, Our only narrative of the 
journey is that given by Stockton^s biographer, which 
is filled almost exclusively with praises of the com- 
modore's bravery in resisting the attacks of the Ind- 
ians, who sent an arrow through both his thighs; of 
his diplomatic skill, shown in avoiding other Indian 
fights; of his achievements as a hunter among the 
buffalo; and of his remarkable wisdom in conducting 
the whole enterprise. There was nothing, if we may 
credit this eulogist, which the 'conqueror of Califor- 
nia' could not do more brilliantly than other men.^^ 

It was the general understanding that Major Rus- 
scUj leaving California in March, had carried to Wash- 
ington a petition signed by many southern Califor- 
nians for the appointment of Fremont as governor. 

In May another similar petition was signed by many 

< 

"^ It was cLarged that K. delayed G. intenttonaUy so as to deprive Fre- 
mont of his teatimony. K- aidmitted that he had favored Mason^s idea that 
G.^B presence on the Sacramento might make trouhle, and had suggested 
Biddle^fl orderj bnt denied that ho knew of G.'a plan to go cast at thia time, 
Fr^monfs OouH-Tnartialf 308. 

^'J.B. Chileswaa probably one of the nnmber; and of the otherwitneaaea 
at Washington in Nov., Wm Findlay, J. Ferguson, Wm and James Brown, 
E. Jacob, and L. C, Vinconthalcr may have como with Stockton or with Fre- 
mont a little earlier. Three Rocky Monntain trappers were engaged as guides 
and interpreters. One of them, described as having a Crow wife, was per- 
haps Greenwood. Kern and King of Fr^mont^s party started with Stockton, 
but after four days were left sick m the mountains. See testimony of Gilles- 
pie and Hensley in Fremont's dmri-moxtidl, 21S-28, 233^. 

^^ Stockton's Life, 159-66. *Tear3 coursed down the weather-worn cheeks 
of the bold and hardy moimtaineera when theytoofc the last friendly grip 
of the commodore^s hand. They implored him if he ever made another 
overland journey to send for them. Lawless, reckless, desperate, wicked, 
and callous, as many of them were, Stockton had found the tender spot in 
each man's heart,* He reached Washiugton about Dec. lat* 
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in the south, and received some signatures in the 
north, where, when the affair became known^ a, strong 
opposition was excited. This was based on three 
leading motives, all more or less analogous and inter- 
twined. First was Frt^mont's unpopularity among 
the natives and others, fomented by the ex-members 
of the battalion clamorous for their pay, and by other 
holders of unpaid claims ; second, the influence of Gov- 
ernor Mason and his friends, naturally opposing a 
change of rulers ; and third, a sectional spirit against the 
natural theory that Frdmont would unduly favor the 
south, where his friends for the most part resided, or 
where his past irregularities had least aflfected the 
property of the people. Possibly the real merits of 
the case had also an influence; for it would certainly 
have been the worst of policy to reopen old contro- 
versies by a return of the ex-governor, whatever may 
have been the merits of his cause. His fnends in 
the north tried to create an impression that his return 
would promote the payment of the claims, the non- 
payment of which was due to his foes; but without 
success. A public meeting was held at San Fran- 
cisco to remonstrate against him, a committee being 
appointed to seek evidence against his fitness^ and a 
counter-petition being circulated. Larkin also wrote 
to the secretary of state in opposition to Fremont. 
But the administration probably never thought of 
making the appointment- 
It was on September l7th that Fremont reported 
at Washington, calling for the charges against him, 

'» Record of the S. F. meeting of June Utli in 5. /". Cat. Star, June 19th; 
S. F. Cali/ornian, June J9th. The prominent men named were Kathan 
Spear, K, M, SherniaQ, H. Petitt, Frank Ward, T. J. Famham, Ja^er 
Fwrrell, Eobt Seraple, Dr Wiersbicki, Thompaon, Leese, Leidesdorff, Mur- 
phy, and Guerrero. An editorial in the Star also opposes Fremont in a rnod- 
erate epirit. In Taylor's Spec. Press^ 630, ia a blank form of the petition 
against F. for signatures. Hia Bear Flag exploits, partiality for the south, 
and unpaid accounts are the points urged against him. June 30th> Larkin to 
sec. state. LarHn's Off. Corresp.,'^S^j ii. 117-18- He aaya Abrogo, after 
fliguing the petition for F., gave a couri<;r $20 to overtake the memorial and 
erase his name. Alvarado t2ao regretted having signed the paper. See also 
mention of tho matter in TuthilVs Hist. Cal.^ 222-3; So2tl6*s Annah of S. K, 
195, 



450 FRfiMONTS CONTROVERSY WITH KEARNY. 

and demanding an early trial.^" The order convening 
a court-martial bore date of September 27th, the court 
assembled at Washington the 2d of November, and 
the trial lasted till January 11, 1848, Captain John 
¥. Lee was judge-advocate of the court, and Frdmont 
was defended by Senator Benton and William Carey 
Jones, Kespecting the court, the charges, and the 
published record of proceedings, I append some par- 
ticulars in a note.'^ The testimony, oral and docu- 
mentary, has already been presented in spirit, and 
largely in literal quotations as a record of the con- 
troversy in California; and it is not my purpose 

*"Sept, 17tb, F. to adj.'ffeneral, in Bigdow's Mem., 217-20. This work 
also contains Fremont's final defence, and the most coniplete account of all 
connected witU the trial exti^t, except the original record. 

" Message of the PremdejU of the V. 8. communicating the Proceedings of 
the Conrt-marttal in the trial of lAeut-colontl Frimontt April 7, IS4S (cited, by 
me aa jfVdmoni'j Court-martial), in U. 8. Oovt Doc, SOth cong, 1st sess,, Sen, 
Es. Doc, 33, (Wash. 1848.) 8vo, 447 p. The court waa composed of the 
following officers: Brev. Brig. -gen. G, M, JBrooke, Col S, Churchill, Col J. B. 
Crane, feev. Col M. M. Payne, Brev. LiouC-col S, H. Long^ lieut-col B- E. 
Deruasey, Lieut-col J. P. Taylor, Brev. lieut>col H, K. Craig, Mw. R. L. 
Bakor, Maj. J, D. Graham, Maj. E. Delafield, Erev. Maj. G. A. McCall (re- 
placed by Col T. F. Hunt), and Haj. E. W. Morgan. The witneasea exam- 
ined were, for the prosecataon, Kearny, Cooke, Turner, Bryant, and Emory; 
for the defence, Stockton, Gillcspio, Hall, Gray, Talbot, Hensley, Minor, 
Ruaaell, Bealc, Lokcr, and Sworda. 

The charges were as follows; i Mu(dny> 1st specification, that Fremont, 
having reported to Kearny, his superior olhcer, on Jan. 13, 1S47, and having 
received K/s order of the 16tb to make no changes in the battalion, with a 
copy of K.'h inatmctions from Waahington, did by his letter of the 17th re- 
fuse to obey; 2d spec., that ho disobcj'cd the same order further and aaaumed 
to act as commander, by directing Capt. Wilson on the 25th to raise a co. of 
artiilery; 3d spec, game, by authorizing McLane on Feb. 5th to recruit men; 
4th spec, that he reasserted his resistance, etc, by his letter of Feb, 7th to 
Shubrick; 5th spec,, that he avowed and justified his mutiny, etc., by his let- 
ter of Feb. Ilth toHail; 6th spec, that heasaumed toactasgev., in contempt 
of lawful authority, by his deed of an island to Temple on March 2d; 7th spec., 
that on March 15th, having received the joint circular of K. and Shubrick and 

fsneral ordora no. 2 of March lat» and having promiscd'obedience, ho further 
iBobeyed by his orders to Capt, Owens not to givo up arms, etc., causing 0. 
to disobey Cooke; 8th spec, that on March 16th. he made known to Cooke in 
writing his refusal to obey orders and discbarge the volunteers, still assuming 
to act as gov,; 9th spec, that on March Slat he continued bis assumption, 
disobedience, contempt, etc., by his order to Alexander to accept govt pay- 
ment for duties; 10th spec, same, by divers orders from Jan, 24th to Feb. 
13th on court-martial and resignation of of&cersj 11th spec, that F., after re- 
ceiving K.^s verbal orders of March 26th, and written orders of the 23th, dis- 
obeyed those orders by remaining at Los Angeles until after May 9th. ii, 
Disohedience of the lawful commajid. of his superior officer; spec 1-7 corre- 
Hpondiug to spec. 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 10, 11, of the Urat Ist charge, iii Conduct to 
the prejudice of good order and military discipline; spec, 1-5 correBponding 
nearly to spec. 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, of the lat charge. 
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"to attempt any minute analysis here. The matter 
filling the bulky record of over four hundred pages 
may for convenience of comprehension be divided into 
four partSj of which the first, consisting of the routine 
verbiage and repetitions deemed essential in such 
documents, needs no further notice. 

The second portion is composed of matter intended 
mainly for the people of the United States rather than 
the military court. It was the evident, and indeed 
avowed, aim of Frdmont and his friends to make the 
trial cover the entire field of Californian annals in 
1846-7, so far as those annals were favorable to them- 
selves. They wished to magnify the opposition of the 
natives and other obstacles to success in order to ex- 
hibit Stockton and Fremont as conquerors and heroes. 
They were disposed to make much of the errors and 
belittle the efforts of other ofiicers. They would 
dwell on San Pascual, and say little of Chino, Grilles- 
pie at Los Angeles, Mervine at San Pedro, Burroughs 
at Natividad, In all this ttey had a decided advan- 
tage. They were permitted to go in this direction far 
beyond the real questions at issue, though not so far 
as they wished, or as the historian might desire. 
Moreover, for the jury they had in view, their ques- 
tions not permitted to be answered, unsupported im- 
plications, and arguments on what was to be proved 
by testimony not admitted, were quite as effective as 
the legitimate evidence introduced. And it cannot be 
denied that they won a victory; that the verdict of 
popular sympathy was in Fremont's favor. In this 

f)hase of the trial the prosecution could do nothing but 
imit the extent of irrelevant testimony. Could they 
have known^ however, and proved the facts revealed 
in this volume respecting the true character of Fre- 
mont's and Stockton's part in the conquest from the 
beginning, they would have bad an easy road to victory 
over the pretending conquerors. 

The third class of material consisted of a long 
series of counter-charges, expressed or implied, against 
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Kearny, including also attempts to refute certain 
similar accusations against Fremont introduced by 
Kearny and his friends in their testimony, but not 
included In the formal charges. These petty com- 
plaints on the part of the defence were intended main- 
ly for the public, though some of them properly sup- 
ported, as they were not in most instaQces, might 
have had an influence on the court. *^ Many of these 
matters have been noticed in the preceding pages. 
In the aggregate they seem to show on the part of 
General Kearny an aninius against his opponents 
prompting him to conduct in certain minor transac- 
tions not creditable to his high position; yet not too 
much importance should be attached to this phase of 
the affair, since only one side of the case was presented, 
A wide latitude was given to Fr<5mont's brilhant de- 
fenders, while Kearny, not being on trial, was deemed 
to require no defence and no counter-attack on his foe, 
Tho popular verdict in this as in the former branch 
of the case was in Fremont's favor; for resulting ad- 
miration of the path-finder and conqueror was hardly 

^^ Kearny's statemeut that F. tried to 'bargain^ with him for the governor- 
ship ia the one against which^ aa most affecting hia honor, F. protested moat 
carneatly. During the trial K. is accused of rememberiBg only what was 
favorable to himself until hard pressed in cross-examination or confronted 
with written proofs of the things he Lad forgotten; also of false or contradie- 
toiy testimony on a few details; and of unduly multiplying, complieating, 
and exaggerating Ms charges. The attempt was made to show that he tried 
to keep away important witnesses for the accnaed; and had not only sent 
secret accnsatioiia to the government, but had indirectly worked up pablie 
sentiment against his foe through the newspapers- Besides various indigni- 
tiea on the march east and in tne manner of the arrest, his keeping his con- 
templated charges a secret from Fnimont waa regarded aa irregukr, aa was 
his refusal to permit F.^s departure for Mcur. or tho U. S. without giving 
any reafiona. Various insults were mentioned or hinted at, as the inaiating 
OIL Mason's or Cooke's presence at iuterviewa, sending Mason south with au- 
thority, parading the explorers offensively at Monterey, forcing F. to sleep 
in town, sending the Mormona to *crosh' him, etc. And, of eariier date, at- 
tention was called to his denial of Stockton's position as commander on the 
march to Los Angelea; hia claim that the expedition was undertaken at his 
own urging; his erftfty efforts to draw out from F. at SanFeruandoa ^report;' 
and his failnre to mention this pretended report during the first controversy, 
or to attempt any suppression of F. *s mutiny — even encoura^pig hia hope for 
the govemorahip after the mutiny was committed. Much stress was also 
put upon his neglect to make known his instructions of Nov. 5th, or to call 
for a formal transfer of the command. 
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less marked than disapproval of a general who had 
unworthily persecuted an officer of lower rank. 

Fourth and last, wo find matter pertaining legiti- 
mately to the charges of mutiny, disobedience, and 
conduct to the prejudice of good order and military 
discipline. The evidence was clear and conclusive* 
Whatever name might be given to the offence, Fre- 
mont had disobeyed in January and March three dis- 
tinct orders, or sets of orders, given by his superior 
officer. His defence from a strictly legal point of 
view had no force whatever. The prosecution might 
have rested their case on the documentary evidence 
alone; they made no argument, while permitting 
Benton almost without limit to manufacture public 
opinion in behalf of his proteg^. The reading of the 
argument for defence occupied three sessions of the 
court; and after three days of deliberation a verdict 
of guilty on all the twenty-three specifications of the 
three charges was brought in on January 31st^ the 
sentence being dismissal from the service.** Seven 
members of the court signed a recommendation of 
clemency, on account of previous professional services 
and of the peculiar circumstances in which the ac- 
cused was placed between two officers of superior 
rank each claiming the command. President Polk 
on February 16th accepted the verdict, except on the 
<iharge of mutiny, and approved the sentence, but re- 
mitted the penalty, ordering Fremont to resume his 
sword and report for duty. But the lieutenant-colo- 
nel declined to accept the president's clemency, and 
sent in his resignation, which was accepted on March 
14th.*^ The court-martial had been an excellent ad- 



^'Beinarks hy the coart: 'With all the latitude of evidence and the 
hroader latitude of defence, tho court haa found nothing conflicting in the 
orders and instructions of the govt; nothiag impeaching the testimony on 
the part of the proaecutJon; notliiDg in Hue to qualify, in a legal aense, the 
resistance to authority of which the accused ia convicted. Tho attempt to 
asaail the leading witness for the prosecution (Kearny) has involved points 
not in issue, and to which the prosecution haa brought no evidence. In the 
judgment of the court his honor and character are unimpeaehed/ 

** Bigelow'A Mem., 3IT-I8. 
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vertisement for the young adventurer, and he had no 
further use for his commission. He would return to 
California to seek political honors and wealth from 
his Mariposas estates. He started before the end of 
the year with a private exploring party, which was 
broken up with a loss of ten men frozen to death be- 
fore reaching New Mexico. But in 1849 Fremont 
arrived in Californiaj where we shall hear of him 
again. 

Commodore Stockton's course in the Californian 
controversy was never made the subject of official in- 
vestigation; but not having been allowed to testify 
as fully as he desired at the trial, on February 18th 
he addressed to the secretary of the navy a complete 
narrative defence of his conduct, a document which 
I have often had occasion to cite. Inheriting a large 
fortune^ the commodore resigned his commission m 
1849. In 1851-2 he represented his state, New Jer- 
sey, in the senate of the United States; and was sub- r 
sequently an aspirant for the presidency. It was in 
support of this ambition that a eulogistic biography 
was published in 1856, a work largely devoted to 
Californian matters and fully utilized in these chap- 
ters.*^ It would add materially to the dramatic in- 
terest of this comedy of errors could I say that the 
^conquerors* were opposing candidates iu the presi- 
dential contest of 1856; but only one could secure the 
nomination, Stockton died at his New Jersey home 
in 1866. 

General Kearny did not aspire to the presidency 
or even to the senatorsbip; but he was nominated 
in July 1848 for the brevet of major-general for 
''gallant conduct at San Pascual, and for meritorious 
conduct in California and New Mexico." This roused 

** The full title of this anonymoua work is: A Sketch of the lA/t qf dmu 
Roht F. Stockton; with an appendix^ comprising his correspondence fHth the 
naval department respecting his conqjt&it qf Calyhmia; €md extracts from the 
d^tnce of OoL J. C Fr^Tnorti in relatioji to the same subject; to(/€ther mth his 
speeches in the senate of the United States, and his political letters, N. Y, 
1856, 8vo, 210, 131 p., portrait. 



BENTON'S SPEECH, 461 

afresh the wrath of Thomas H. Benton, who made in 
the senate a speech of thirteen days, the 'substance' 
of which filled over sixty quarto pages of fine typet 
In this most extraordinary discourse the senator took 
up, besides the details of the San Pascual campaign^ 
every point brought out or hinted at in the late trial, 
repeating all that had been claimed in defence of Fre- 
mont and Stockton, and supplementing each step with 
a torrent of ingenious misrepresentation and bitter 
invective. In respect to San Pascual his general 
position that Kearny merited nothing but censure is 
fully supported by the facts; yet even here the speak- 
er's partisan spirit and unfairness are manifest. As 
to other phases of the subject, Benton aimed to prove 
not only that the general had been wrong in all the 
controversy, but that, with his rascally confederates 
Emory, Cooke, Mason, and Biddle, he had engaged 
in a deliberate and villanous plot, first to rob Stock- 
ton of the governorship, and then to crush the saintly 
Fremont for having dared to refuse cooperation. He 
avowed his purpose to hold up Kearny, and in hardly 
less degree his associates, as criminals meriting noth- 
ing but contempt. Space does not permit me to cite 
Benton's opinions and arguments, or to refute them, 
except as I have done so in presenting the general 
record- I have presented the controversy in a spirit 
of fairness, finding something to praise and blame in 
the conduct of the diflTerent parties, but little of saintly 
innocence or diaboUc villany on either side. It is 
hard to account for Benton's vindictive bitterness 
after what had been virtually a victory for his son-in- 
law, I think that any reader of the speech familiar 
with the events and men involved, even if favoring 
the senator's general views, would at this day regard 
the tirade as a ludicrous overshooting of the mark. 
In temporary conclusion the senator said: "I must 
break off. The senate has no time to hear me fur- 
ther- The first division of the subject is not through ; 
two other divisions remain to be taken up (1); but I 
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must break off, A time will come in open session to 
.finish what is only begun, . . . After the conspiracy of 
Catiline, Cicero had a theme for his life; since this 
conspiracy against Fremont, and these rewards and 
honors lavished upon all that plotted against his life 
and character^ I have also a theme for my Hfe."*^ 
But it does not appear that Benton ever found an 
opportunity to resume this part of his life-work; in- 
deedj General Kearny died before the end of the year. 

This seems to be the proper place for a connected 
view of the ' California claims/ often alluded to in this 
volume, though in most phases the subject is too com- 
plicated for detailed notice within the space at my 
command. The claims were debts incurred for gov- 
ernment expenses during the rule of Fremont and 
Stockton in 1846-8. bo far as there were naval 
funds available, these current expenses to the extent 
of about $30,000 were paid; but for the rest property 
had to be taken from natives and foreigners in Cali- 
fornia, with or without their consent* At first the 
Bear Flag men seized the property of Californians 
north of the bay to supply their own needs and to 
weaken a so-called foe; and when the cause was nom- 
inally merged in that of the United States, certain 
remnants of the property were transferred with the 
battaliom Thus was founded the smallest and least 
definite portion of the claims. Next, after the rais- 
ing of the stars and stripes, and chiefly for the needs 
of the battalion in the autumn of 1846, both native 
and foreign residents were plundered indiscriminately 
in the north and central districts; though receipts for 
supplies taken, mainly horses and cattle, were gener- 
ally given to the victims, many of whom willingly 
parted with their property and aU looked to the United 
States for payment. Then there were the debts in- 
curred in the spring of 1847 during Fremont's rule, 

*^BeiUon'g Speech in the U^ S, Senate^ July 1S4S, on ih6 promotion of Gen- 
eral Kearny, in Cmg. Globe, 1847-8, appen. 977-1040. 
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and mainly in the south, all duly certified, and a large 
portion consisting of money loaned on Fremont's 
drafts on the government cashed by the merchants. 
These advances were obtainable only at very high 
rates of interest; and the matter was compHcated by 
the fact that part of the liabilities were incurred when 
government funds would have been available but for 
the political controversy; and finally, pay due the vol- 
unteers formed also a considerable element of the in- 
debtedness. 

That the government was morally bound to pay 
these claims of all four classes has never been se- 
riously questioned, though trouble was sure to arise 
in settling particular demands. Nor can Fremont 
and Stockton be blamed for their general policy in 
creating the debts, though wrongs were done and errors 
committed in individual cases. Payment was expected 
as soon as peace should be restored; and but for the 
quarrel between rulers, many of the claims would have 
been promptly settled with naval funds by Stockton. 
He made an effort in that direction, the success of 
which was prevented by Shubrick and Biddle; and 
he is said to have paid before his departure certain 
claims for which he felt a peculiar personal responsi- 
bility.*^ In the last days of Fremont's rule the fear 
that the debts of his administration would be repudi- 
ated, or that at the least long delays must be expected, 
caused much excitement, and not a little unfavorable 
feeling towards the ex-governor; but this was for the 
most part undeserved. He showed commendable 
zeal in doing the little in his power to protect the 
creditors and himself Kearny and Biddle cannot be 
blamed, I think, for refusing, in view of technical irreg- 
ularities of the past, to pay the claims. The finan- 
cial muddle was the result of circumstances, for which 
Stockton more than any other man was responsible, 

Yet the existence of these unpaid claims remained 

^^ Siockton's Life, 159. It is said that his drafts were all duly honored; 
but I ^d DO official record of amounts or detaila. 
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as the most serious obstacle to tranquillity in Califor- 
nia. Soon after the departure of Kearny and the 
rest, Governor Mason called the attention of the gov- 
ernment to the bad feeUng excited by the claimants,, 
expressing his opinion that " a speedy payment will 
do more toward reconciling the Californians to the 
change of flags, and be worth more to the United 
States, than ten times the money it will take to pay 
the debt;"*® and urging that a discreet and disinter- 
ested citizen be sent to investigate and settle the 
claims, Larkin also wrote to explain the matter and 
urge prompt payment.^ The secretary of war recom- 
mended immediate action, Fremont having presented 
a memorial on the subject, and in February 1848 the 
matter was referred by the senate to the military com- 
mittee, whose report was dated the 23d, containing 
testimony on the value of the services rendered by 
Stockton and Fremont, with something respecting the 
necessity, nature, and amount of the indebtedness in- 
curred.^ On the 3d of March Mr Cass introduced a 
bill appropriating $700,000, and providing for a board 
of commissioners to consist of Fremont and two other 
officers of the battalion, whose adjudication was to be 
final Many speeches were made, but the only dif- 
ference of opinion was respecting the constitutionality 

"June 18, 1847, Mason to adj. -gen. Oal. and N^ Mex.^ Mess, aitd Doc, 
1850, p. 312. AnoUier object to l>e gained was to enable <Uj8bursmg officers to 
Bell tneir droits at par, instead of at 20 per cent discount. Yet on the 21at, 
Id., 328-30, Mason aenda a warning about the claim of Cot for money lent to 
TV^inont; and also the govt claims received for cuatoma dues by bis order. 
Meanwhile, he ad^iaed individual claimants to collect evidence to subatajitiate 
their claims, which would doubUeea bo settled at an early date. /d,,S27, 36L 
It was on Oct. 9th that he sent a warning and the documents respecting the 
Cdlis claim. Id., 363-73. Mar. l3th, M, Sobcranes to Maaon, complaining of 
the hnrning and plnnderiug of Los Ojitos by Fremont, and enclosing certifi- 
cates, Unh. Doc., MS., 202-3. 

*• June 30th, Aug. 23d, Larkin to sec. state. LarSxn*s Off. Corresp., MS., 
ii, 113-20. March I6th, L, to Stockton, urging him to do something. Saya 
Capt, Hall has accepted and approved many of the claims, so as to strengthen 
confidence of the holders in Stockton^s govt. Id.,i. 120-1. See also article in 
S. F. Calif,, J™^ 12, 1647. 

" £/. S, Govt Doc., 30th cong. 1st aess,, Sen- Kept, 75, b^ng the important 
document I have so often cited as I^^JTionfs Oal. Claims. F, 's estimate of the 
amount needed waa about $600,000, but ho suggested an appropriation of 
1600,000. More attention was given„ however, to the salvation of Cal. from 
falling into Britbb possession than to the subject proper of the inyestigation.. 
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and personnel of the board, the obhgatlon to pay the 
debt being admitted. The bill passed the senate on 
April 28th; but the house brought up Mason's recent 
charges against Fremont, amended the bill, and so de- 
layed it that it was loft as unfinished business on 
adjournment in August. Nothing more was heard of 
the subject for four years.^^ 

In 185.2 the matter came up again in congress, the 
legislature of California having also taken some ac- 
tion in favor of a settlement, ^^ Without serious oppo- 
sition or extended debate, by act of August 31st the 
secretary of war was directed to appoint a board of 
three commissioners to investigate, at Washington, 
all claims connected with the service of the Califor- 
nia battalion, an appropriation of $168,000 being 
made for the purpose.^ The board, appointed on 
September 6th, consisted of Brevet-colonel Charles 
F. Smith, Lieutenant-colonel Charles Thomas, and 
Major Richard B. Lee. They made three reports, in 
accordance with which many of the claims were paid, 
in 1853-4; but these require no special notice, be- 
cause included in a later final report.** 

Meanwhile one of the claims presented itself in pe- 
culiar shape- On March 18, 1847, Fremont had by 
allowing a premium of $4,500 obtained $15,000 from 
E. Hiittmann for drafts on the government. These 
drafts, not being accepted by Secretary Buchanan, 

^^ Cmg, Globe, 1847-8, v- 261, 28i, 423, 558-71. 604-8, 627-31, 676-8, 685, 
696-70S, 1049, 1069; also Hm^m^H Sm. EeptA, SOth cong. 1st aess., paesiin. 
The matter being referred to a house committee, a snl}atitute bill was reporte<i 
on Aug. 18th, reducing the appropriation to $500,000, and appointiag disin- 
terested membera for the board* V* S, Govt Doc, 30fch cong. lat seas., H. 
Kept., 817. Fr^montexplftiDainthisrepOirtthQirregularitiesof theCelis claim, 

*' Cat. Sen. Jour^, 1852, p. 5G4-9, Dciog a report of a conunitteo roade 
on Feb. 6tb. Maj. Snyder waa chairmanj and devoted the report mainly to 
an inaccurate explanation of the causes that led to the acta of Fremont in 
Jnno 1846. 

^^ Sec. 6 of army appropriation bill, V. S. Stat. a£ Large, x. 108. The sec- 
tion ia repeated in many of the reports to bo mentioned in the following notea. 

^^JPs-^morf^B Cal. Claims, Reports of Board ^f Commiasii^ner-tt 18o3-iJ, 
The report of Dec. 29, 1853, is not given, but alluded to in the next; Keport 
of March I3> J854, ia U. S. Govt. Doc^ 33d cong. 1st sess., Sen. Ex. Doc., 
4D; Report of Dec- 5, 1854, inld., Sen. Ex, Doc., 8, H, Ex. Doc, 13, 33d cong. 
2d sess. J Report of April 18, 1855, ia /t?. ,34th cong. Istaeas.^Sen. Ex. Doc, 
63. 
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were protested; suit was brought in London, where 
Frdmont was arrested and put in jail, though soon 
released on bail; and judgment was obtained for the 
original $19,500, with interest and costs, all amount- 
ing to $48,814. A bill was accordingly introduced 
in congress for Fremont's relief, resulting in a long 
discussion, in which the story of the conquest and the 
claims was once more gone over. Finally, .by act of 
March 3, 1854, it was decided to pay the $48,814, 
but to charge the original $15,000 to Fremont until 
he should prove that the money had been spent for 
the public service. This he had not proved in Au- 
gust of the same year, when the amount was deducted 
from the larger sum due him on accounts of later date 
than 1848; nor had the proof been furnished as late 
aB 1856, I know nothing of the final settlement, or 
of the use originally made of the money obtained from 
Huttman, There was another similar draft of $1,000 
in favor of William Wolfskill, about which nothing 

appears in later times; nor is anything known respect- 
ing the final disposition of the C^lis claim for money 
and cattle, I suppose that Fremont settled these 
matters privately with the claimants, and probably 
very much to his own profit so far as the cattle were 
concerned.^ 

In the same congress there was much discussion 
respecting an item of the appropriation bill, devoting 
$31,000 to the claims, and $10,000 to the expense of 
sending a commissioner to California for additional 
information, but nothing seems to have been accom- 
plished in this direction*" The reports of the com- 

^■^ Discussion in congress on the bill for Fremont's reliefj in Oong. Globe, 
1852-3, p. 231, 254-5, :i93-603, 6i9, 1010, 1012, 1019, 1033. 103^-7, appeu, 
370. Act of March 3ii, in U. S, Stat at Large, x. 759. Also a very full 
acconntof the Hiittmaim affair, incluiingA curious itemized bill of the Ix>ndon 
attorneys, filiingSO p. of print, in Frimont's AccountSt 1842-56, in U. S. Govt 
Doc.t 34tb cong, 1st acas., Sen. Hx Doc., 109, p. 40, 88-140, It appears that 
additional costs to the amount of $2,150 were passed to F/s credit. The 
failure of F, down to 1856 to prove that the money bad been devoted to pub- 
lic naes su^eats that it had not been ho used, with carious complications 
respectfng the interest aad costs paid by the govt; but the details of thoae 
account* are not entirely clear to mo, 

^Cong. Globe, 1852-3, p. 795-G, 1034, 1056. Aug. 5, lSo4; itwasordered 
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mission in 1854 showed progress in settling tho claims; 
on April 3, 1855> the secretary of war issued an order 
dissolving the board ; and ita final report was made on 
April 19th. By this report it appears that 363 claims 
had been presented, amounting to $989,185. Of this 
the amount allowed and recommended for payment — 
provision being made by congress for all but $8,129 
before the date of the report — was $157,365; disal- 
lowed, chiefly reductions in the amount of claims 
allowed, $157,317; suspended for lack of sufficient evi- 
dence, $307,927; ruled out as not within the jurisdic- 
tion of the board, including $3,695 payable without 
its action, and some claims for destruction of property 
by American or Mexican troops recommended for 
consideration, $186,509; withdrawn, and in some cases 
resubmitted at lower rates, $147,800; registered too 
late for investigation before April 19th, $28,570. Of 
the whole number only four claims were entirely dis- 
allowed, while 180 were allowed without reduction. 
The largest allowance was $48,700 to General Va- 
Uejo, and the smallest $2.50 to Nathan Barbour for 
a pair of shoes. A notable reduction was that in the 
case of Captain Phelps, who claimed $10,000 for the 
use of his boat by Fremont in crossing the bay to 
spike the guns at San Francisco in 1846, but was 
obliged to be content with $501^' The commissioners 
seem to have accepted the certificates and testimony 
of Fremont and his officers as sufficient to establish 
the claims; but they reduced the amounts by fixing 
a schedule of prices for horses, cattle, grain, arms, 
saddles, and other supplies much lower than the rates 
charged by the claimants. 

The pay of the volunteers seems not to have been 

that the battalion muater-roUs be putou lile and made to ooireapoiiid to Read- 
ing*a pay-rolla. U. 5> StcU., x. 582. 

*'ir. G. ValbjoreceiTed $48,700 out of a claim for 1117,875; S. Tallejo, 
$11,700 of $53,!O0; Sutter, §9,832, his entire claim; Argiiello, $6,800 of 
121,688; T. n. Green, $6,425 of Jll,205; C, A. Camllo, $4,035 of J14,010; 
Leese, $3,934 of $3, 189; A- J. Cot, $3,435, his full claim; Julio Carrilio, $2,670 
of $17,500^ John Temple, $2,144 of $15,700. Part of the reductioua were, 
liowever, among the suspended claims. The records of the commiaaiou were 
not published; but sample casea are given in Fr^mont^B Accounts, 



46S FREMONT'S CONrEOVERSY WITH KEARNY. 

included in the claims thus disposed of; and I am not 
able to say when or how these men got their arrears 
of wages, if at alL Nor can I find any record of 
further investigation or final settlement of the sus- 
pended or unconsidered claims left by the board to 
the amount of about $335,500. In August 1856 the 
senate called for and obtained a statement of Yr6- 
mont's accounts running back to 1842, and including 
many transactions of later date than 1848; but this 
report throws no light on our present subject, except 
as already noted*^ The court of claims succeeded to 
the functions of the board, but so far as I can learn 
never considered any of the suspended claims* Two 
other claims were, however, taken up, that of Bias 
P, Alviso for the horses taken at the beginning of 
the Bear Flag revolt, and. that of Vallcjo for the use 
of his buildings at Sonoma for seven years. Th,e 
court decided against Alviso's claim for $2,050, and 
mainly on the ground that the government was not 
responsible for property taken before the U, S. flag^ 
was raised, thus reversing the position impliedly taken 
before; and in favor of Val]cjo*s claim of $20,600, re- 
duced to $12,600,'^ In April 1860 a senate com- 
mittee reported against taking further action on a 
number of claims, with few exceptions new, on the 
grounds that one — that of Alviso — had been rejected 
by the court, and that no reasons were given why the 
claims had not been submitted at the proper time to 
the board of commissioners,** It is probable that 
most of the suspended claims were spurious, having 
been sent before the board as experiments, and others 
rested on so slight a basis that not even the battalion 
officers had the assurance to certify them. That 
many were never repaid for property actually taken 
by Fremont's men is certain; and there is no reason 
to doubt that others were paid for articles never lost, 

^Fr^mont's AccoutUs, 1842^56, Svo, 144 p, Ecport of eec. treas. Aug, 
16, 1856, in U. S. Govt Doc., 36th cong. lat sesa., Sen. Ex. Doc., 109, 
^Id., Kept Court Claime, 204, 229; Id,, H. Kept. 7. 
«•/</., Sen, Kept. 198. 
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Westward Migkation of the Mormon's by Sea akd Lamd — The Pla»t 
TO Occupy Caltpornia— Elder Littlr AppLrEs to the Government 
FOR AiE — Timely Was. — Polk's Promtses^Ke army's iNffTRUCTious — 
Colonel Allen's Cai.l— Theory of the Saints— A Tbstof Loyalty 
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ler's History aki> Bigler's Diary — March to Santa Fi — Death 
OP Colonel Allen— Smith in Command— Doctor Sandebsos— Cal- 
omel AND Aesenic— Cooke in Command — His Journal— March 
across the Continent— IE' ight with Wild Cattle- Arrival at San 
Diego— In Garrison at San Lois Rey and Loa Angeles— Mustered 
Out— Re-enlistment of One Company— Home'^vard March to Salt 
Lake in Several Detachments and by Different Routes— A Fes- 
tival OF 1S55 — A Ram in the Thicket, 

It was ill the spring of 1846 that the Mormons 
began their westward migration from Nauvoo, Illinois, 
and at the same time a ship-load of them went from 
Now York to California. By midsummer the ad- 
vance of the overland line had been extended to 
Council Bluffs on the Missouri Biver, and the Brook- 
lyn had landed over two hundred of the saints at 
San Francisco. The annals of this people^ Including 
all the circumstances leading to their exodus, pertain 
to the History of Utah, as presented in another work 
of this series. In a later chapter of this volume 
Brannau's immigrant company will be noticed with 
others of the year. Here only a few brief remarks 
are called for. The Mormons had not definitely de- 
termined where in the far west they would choose 
their new home. Wherever beyond the Rockv Moun- 
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tains natural advantages of soil and climate might 
appear best supplemented by isolation and prospective 
non-interference, there should be established the new 
Zion. Apparently it was deemed likely that experi- 
mental settlements in several different regions might 
be maintained for some years before the final choice 
could be made. Yet there can be no doubt that Cal- 
ifornia was the spot on which Brigham Young and 
his followers had fixed their chief attention as proba- 
bly best adapted to their purpose. But there is 
nothing whatever to support the theory, more or less 
current among their enemies, that they intended to 
occupy the land in opposition to the United States, 
joining hands with Mexico or England if their own 
strength should not suffice. Existing and prospective 
international complications might for years be ex- 
pected to aid them in establishing themselves on the 
Pacific; later their policy would be dictated by their 
interests as limited by the possibilities; but the Mor- 
mons were always loyal to the republic, to the extent 
at least of preferring it to any other government than 
their own theocratic system. The settlers' revolt at 
Sonoma, the early occupation of the coast province 
by the United States, the rapid influx of gentile im- 
migrants, favorable prospects in the Salt Lake region, 
and the peculiar conditions resulting from the discov- 
ery of gold were the leading factors that fixed the 
Mormon realm in Utah rather than in California, 

The Latter-day Saints believed they had just cause 
of complaint that the national government had refused 
to protect them against the oppressions which forced 
them to quit their homes in Missouri and lUinois,^ 
and they did not hesitate to apply at Washington for 
aid in their enforced exodus. There were roads to be 
opened, forts to be built along the transcontinental 
highway to Oregon, military and naval stores to be 
transported to the interior and to the western coast; 
in fact, there was work to be done for the government 
which the exiles could do as cheaply as anybody, and 
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the compensation would be of the greatest assistance 
to the migrating families. Application was also made 
for more direct aid. Elder Samuel Brannan's device 
seems to have been to share the profits with certain 
influential men at the national capital in return for 
aid, or at lea^t for non-interference; though his con- 
tract was not approved by the church council But 
more on this matter elsewhere. Elder Jesse C, Little 
represented Mormon interests in the east, and in the 
letter of appointment and instructions to him, dated 
January 26, 1846, was the following suggestion; "If 
our government should offer facilities for emigrating 
to the western coast, embrace those facilities if pos- 
sible. As a wise and faithful man, take every honor- 
able advantage of the times you can." Armed with 
letters of introduction to prominent men, Little went 
to Washington, where with the aid of Amos Ken- 
dall, Thomas L, Kane, and others, he soon secured 
the attention of President Polk, with whose plans 
respecting California the reader is familiar. 

No secret was made of the intention to settle in 
California. It was mentioned in some of the introduce 
tory letters to which I have alluded; and in a peti- 
tion addressed by Little to the president he wrote: 
''From twelve to fifteen thousand Mormons have al- 
ready left Nauvoo for California, and many others 
are making ready to go; some have gone around Cape 
Horn, and I trust before this time have landed at the 
bay of San Francisco. We have about forty thou- 
sand in the British Isles, all determined to gather to 
this land, and thousands will sail this fall. There are 
also many thousands scattered through the states, 
besides the great number in and around Nauvoo, who 
will go to Cahfornia as soon as possible, but many of 
them are destitute of money to pay their passage 
either by sea or land. We are true-hearted Amer- 
icans, true to our native country, true to its laws, true 
to its glorious institutions _ . . We would disdain to re- 
ceive assistance from a foreign power, although it 
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should be proffered, unless our government shall turn 
us off in this great crisis and compel us to be foreign- 
ers. If you will assist us in this crisis I hereby pledge 
my honor as the representative of this people, that 
the whole body will stand ready at your call, and act 
as one man in the land to which we are going; and 
should our territory be invaded, we will hold ourselves 
ready to enter the field of battle, and then, like our 
patriotic fathers, make the battle-field our grave, or 
gain our liberty."^ 

While negotiations were in progress, news catne that 
hostilities with Mesico had begun; and most oppor- 
tunely in certain respects for the Mormon designs, 
though defeating their purposes in other directions. 
Little's memorial quoted above was drawn out by 
EendalUs announcement that the administration had 
resolved to occupy California, and was disposed to 
accomphsh that object through the Mormons, by aid- 
ing them to hasten their journey across the continent- 
The project promptly arranged by Polk and his ad- 
visers, if we may credit Little's version, was for a thou- 
sand picked men to press on overland, and 'make a dash' 
into California, while another thousand were to be sent 
out by sea on a U, S, transport. Possibly the elder 
in his enthusiasm was disposed to exaggerate the 
president's promises; while on the other hand we may 
readily imagine that Polk, on further consideration, 
either with or without the promptings of enemies to 
the church, or of promoters of other mihtary and colo- 
nization schemes, concluded that he had promised too 
much, that it was not altogether desirable or neces- 
sary to allow the Mormons too much power in Cali- 
fornia; that it would be as well to use rather than be 
used by them; and that there would be no difficulty 

^ lAft qf Brigham Young; or Utah and her Formdera, By Edward JV. 
Tvllidge, N. Y, 1876, 8vo, iv, 458, 81 p- Little's instractions and petition 
are quoted from this ^ork, vhich contains a moro complete account of the 
transactions at Washington than I have found elaewhera; though the leading 
facts are given in other works. It was in a conversation with Kendall about 
the MormoHB that Stovenson claima to have &'st suggested the idea of send- 
ing a volunteer regiment to Cal, 
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in obtaining other volunteer colonist soldiers. Church- 
men believe that Thomas H. Benton did more than 
than any other to turn the president against them, 
which is not at all unlikely. 

Whatever may have been the original proposition, 
and it is well to remember that details of preceding 
negotiations rest almost exclusively on Mormon 
authority, the final decision was to raise a battalion 
of five hundred men, to be mustered into the U. S. 
service for twelve months, and to march by Santa Fe 
to California, where they were to be discharged at the 
expiration of their term, retaining their arms and 
accoutrements. Little and Kane went to Fort Leav- 
enworth with despatches for Colonel Kearny, who on 
June 19th issued to Captain James Allen of the 1st 
dragoons the order appended in a note,^ Allen started 
at once for the north, and on June 26th, at Mount 

^Juae IQj l&ld, Eeamy to Allen. *It is understood that there h a large 
body of Mormons who are desirous of emigrating to California, for the pur- 
pose of settling in that conntry, and I have therefore to direct that you will 
proceed to their campa and endeavor to raise from amongst them 4 or 5 
companies of volunteersi to join mo iu my espedition to that couutry, each 
eompany to conwBt of any number between 73 and 109; the officers of each 
company will be a captain, lat Iteut, and 2d lieut, who will be elected by the 
privates and subject to your approval, and the captains then to appoint the 
non-commissioned officers, also subject to your approval. The compajiiea, 
upon being thus organized, will be raustcred by yon into the service of the 
U. S., and from that day will commence to receive the pay, rations, and other 
allowances given to tho other infantry voluateers, each according to liis rank. 
You will, upon mustering into service the 4th company, be coneiderod as hav- 
ing the rank, pay, and emoluments of a lieut-colonel of iiLfantry, and are 
authorized to appoint an adjutant, sergeant-major, and qaartermastor-scr- 
gcant for the battalion. The companies, after being organiBed, will be 
marched to this post, where they will be armed and prepared for the field, 
after which they will, under your command, follow on my trail in the direc- 
tion of Santa F4, where you will receive farther orders from me . . . You wilt 
liave the Mormona distinctly to understand that I wish to have them as vol- 
unteers for 12 months; that thoy will be marched to California, receiving pay 
and allowances during the above time, and at its expiration they will be dis- 
cEiarged and allowed to retain, as their private property, the guns and accou- 
trementa furnished to them at this post. Each company wul be allowed 4 
women as laundresses, who will travel with the company, receiving rations and 
other allowances given to tho laundresses of our army. With tho foregoing 
conditions, wliich are hereby pledged to the Mormons, and which will be faith- 
fully kept by me and other olfieers in behalf of the govt of the U, S., I can- 
not doubt bat that you will in a few days be able to raise 500 young and 
efficient men for this expedition/ The Buhject is included in Sec. Marcy^a 
instructions of June 3d to Kearny, who was to enlist a number of Monnona 
not to exceed one third of his entire force. Oal. and 2^. Mex., Mess, and Doc., 
1850, p. 23G. 
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Pisgah, Iowa, one of the principal camps of the Mor- 
mons, issued a circular announcing his mission. In this 
document he repeated the substance of Kearny's in- 
structions, and added: '*This gives an opportunity of 
sending a portion of their young and intelligent men 
to the ultimate destination of their whole people, and 
entirely at the expense of the United States, and this 
advanced party can thus pave the way and look out 
the land for their brethren to come after them. Those 
of the Mormons who are desirous of serving their 
country, on the conditions here enumerated, are re- 
quested to meet me without delay at their principal 
camp at Council Bluffs, whither I am now going to 
consult with their principal men, and to receive and 
organize the force contemplated to be raised* I will 
receive all healthy, able-bodied men of from eighteen 
to forty-five years of age. I hope to complete the or- 
ganization within nine days from this time."^ By the 
high council of Mount Pisgah, Captain Allen was sent 
westward with a letter to President Young at Coun- 
cil Bluffs, the main and frontier encampment. Here 
a council was held the 1st of July, at which it was de- 
termined by Young and his advisers that the battalion 
as called for must be raised; and corresponding orders 
were issued at once. 

Thus is explained the origin of the Mormon Battal- 
ion, involving, it would seem, nothing mysterious or 
underhanded in any of its phases. The Mormons had 
asked for aid in moving part of their people to Cali- 
fornia; the government needed a volunteer force 
which in no other way could be raised so promptly; 
the favor was mutual. The Mormons, however, not 
receiving aid to the extent or of the kind they had 
hoped for, regarded the action taken as a mere requi- 
sition for troops, and in numbers out of all proportion 
to the population that was to furnish them.* In its 

'June 26, 1846, Allen's circular to tho Mormons, in Tykr'a Hist., 114; 
TulUdge'i Life Young, 42. 

* *It may well be imagined that many of the aaints heattatcd. It was not 
Erora lack of courage either. The danger would Dever have caused them to 
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best aspect, the call for troops was a test of Mormon 
loyalty; some have claimed to regard it as a device 
to weaken the saints and hasten their destruction; 
and it has even been given out aa the secret history of 
the transaction, "as President Young was afterward 
informed on the best of authority," writes George 
Q, Cannon, "that Thomas H. Benton got a pledge 
from President Polk that if the Mormons did not 
raise the battalion he might have the privilege ot 
raising volunteers in the upper counties of Missouri 
to fall upon them and use them up."* Some think 

sbriok; but they had been deceived so many times by those who held autho- 
rity in the nation that they looked upon this new requisition with distrust . , . 
Aflaistance in emigratiogwith their families westward would have been hailed 
with joy. Work of any kind and at any price on the route of their proposed 
journey, by which they could earn a subaiatence^ would have been considered 
a godsendi Bnt joining the army and Ee^Ting their families in auch a con- 
dition waa repugnant to their feelings. Such a thing had never been thought 
of, much leHH asked for^ by the saints. The assertion which bag been mad» 
by their enemieSf that they desired and solicited the privilege of joining tlie. 
army to go against Mexico, leaving their wives and children homeless and 
dcfltituto wanderers on Uie banks of the Missouri, is a base libel on the char-' 
acter of the eainta- They were loyal citizens, bnt they never expected such: 
a sacrifice would be rejiuired of them to prove their loyalty to the govern- 
ment. Though Captain Allen represented the call as an act of benevolence, 
on the part of the govt, and assured the saints that here were hundreds of 
thonflands of volunteers in the states ready to enlist, it is doubtful vhefkee 
he would havegotoneof theaaintatojoinhimif it had been left to his own in- ^ 
fluence.* l^ykrs flist., 115-16, 'One view is that the govt, prompted by 
auch men as Benton, sought to destroy, or at leaat to cripple, the Mormona, 
by taking from them 500 of their best meu in an Indian country and in their 
exodus; while the other view is that the govt designed their good and honor. 
The truth is, that a few honorable gentlemen did so design; but it is equally 
true that the great majority heartify wished for their utter extinction; while 
Sen, Douglas and many otherpoliticians, seeing in this vast migration of Mor- 
mons the ready and most efficient means to wrest California from Mexico, 
favored the calling of the battalion for national conquest without caring what 
afterward became of these heroic men who left their families in the wilder- 
ness, or whether thoee famiiiea perished by the way or not. . .The reader has 
noted Mr Braunan's letter, received by the leaders before starting; they 
looked upon this '^call'* for 500 or 1,000 of the flower of their camps aa the 
fnlfilment of the threat. The excuse to annihilate them they believed was 
songht; even the govt dared not disperse and disarm them without an ex- 
cuse. At the best, an extraordinary test of their loyalty was askod of them; 
under circumstances that would nave required the thrice hardening of a 
Pharaoh's heart to have exacted. ' TuUidge's I4ft Brig. Youjig^ 44-5. 

^ All the speakers at a reunion of the battalion in 1S55 regarded the raia- 
ingof the troops in the light of a sacrifice which had aaved their people. Fa- 
ther Pettegrew addressed the women aa ^wives and daughters of those men 
who were offered a sacrifice for the church of Jesua CnriBt of Latter-day 
Saints,' men ordered 'to go and fight for the rights o£ the people before 
whom they were fleeing.' Said President Kimball; *I know that resulted in 
the salvation of this people, and had you not done this, we should not have 
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that the leaders looked upon the raising of the bat- 
talion as an advantage to their cause. 

Whatever their views, the Mormon chiefs set them- 
selves to work most zealously as recruiting officers. 
Young, Kimball, and Kichards rode baok to Mount 
Pisgah, sending letters to encarapnients farther east. 
Doubtless there was a little hesitation among the peo- 
ple, since the enlistment of raari'ied men involved 
many hardships for their families;" but promises of 
protection for women and children, with predictions of 
exemption from disaster to the men, joined to eloquent 
and authoritative teachings on duty to the nation and 
the church, rapidly overcame all opposition. The 
battalion, about five hundred strong, was recruited in 
about two weeks; and four companies and part of the 
fifth were mustered in at Council Blufis the 16th of 
July, the fifth company being filled a little later. I 
append a list of officers. The name of each member 
of the battalion who reached California will be found 
in the Pioneer Register at the cad of these volumes.'' 

been here. President J. M. Grant had visited Washington and testified to 
Benton^s bloody project; and if we could not have raLaed the complement 
of nien, what would have been the fato of this people ? Israel must havo 
been put in the tomb, unless hy the interfereDce of high heaven a ram had 
been foimd in the thicket. , .Yes, bretiireu, had it not been for this battalion, 
a.. horrible massacre would have taken place upon the banks of the Missouri.^ 
President Young took the same view of BentoM's project. 'Without doubt, 
this was decreed in Washington, and 1 was moved upon to forestall it. As 
<]^uick as this idea entered my mind ib cauie to me, I will beat them at their 
own gamei Bid wo not do ib V 

^Thomaa L. Kane, in The Mormons: A di^our^e ddivered hefore the Ilin- 
foriad Society of Peninsylvaniaj March $6, 1850^ says: 'The call could hardly 
have been more inconveniently timed. The young, and those who could best 
liave been spared, were then away from the raaiu body, either with pioneer 
companies in the van, or, their faith unannounced, seeking work and food about 
the south-western aottlementa to support them till the return of the season 
for commenciug emigration. The force was therefore to be recruited from 
among the fathers of familieSj and others whoae presence it was most dcsir- 
able to retain. There were some, too» who could not view the invitation with- 
out jealousy. , .Bat the feeling of country triumphed- The union had never 
wronged them. *^You shall iiave your battalion at once if it baa to be a 
class of elders," said one, himself a mling elder. A central mass meeting 
. for eouneil, some harangues at the more remotely scattered camps, an Ameri- 
can flag brought ont from the storehouse of things rescued and hoisted to a 
tree mast — and in three days the force was reported mustored, organized, 
and ready to march.' 

'An official report, (T. 8. Govt Doc, 3Ist cong. 1st sess., H, Ex. Doc,, 24 
p. 22 g, gives the number mn3t<:red in as 15 officers and 481 men, joined 
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It should here be stated that the experiences of 
the Mormon battalion have been written bj Sergeant 
Tyler in a manner that leaves little or nothing to be 
desired,® I have followed his work as my chief 
authority. The troops started on their journey the 
20th of July, "There was no sentimental aifectation 
at their leave-taking. The afternoon before their 
march was devoted to a farewell ball; and a more 

later Ij resigned and discharged 3, deaths 7, desertion I, and mustered out 
in Cal. 17 omcers and 463 men. There ia apparently some error here, to say 
nothing of the fact that about 150 men did not reach CaUfornia, Tyler gives 
the names of 506 men, including officers and the men left behind. Kane says 
there were 520 men. Other anthorities speak of the number as about 500- 

List cf officers in the Mormon battalion: Commander, Liect-eoh *Jamea 
Alien; laterLieut A. J. Smith; and finally Lieut- coL Philip SbOeorge Coobc, 
all of the 1st U. S. dragoons. Adjutant, Lieut Geo. P. Dykea, and later 
Lieut P. C. Merrill; quartermaatcr, Lieut *Sam. L. Gully, and later Lieut 
Geo. Stoneman; sergeaut-major, James H. Qlincs, and later James Fergu- 
eon; quartermaster-sergeaiit, Sebert C. Shelton, Redick N. Allred; sur- 
geon, DrGeo. B. Sanderson; assiatant-suraeon, DrWmL. Mclntyre; spirit- 
ual directors, David Pettegrew and Levi W. Hancock. 

Co. A, Capt- JeiTeraon Hunt; lieut, Geo. W. Oman, Lorenzo Clark, *Win 
W. Willis; sergeanta, James Ferguaon, Phinehas K. Wright, Eeddick S". 
Aldred, AieS. McCord, Wm S. Muir, 

Co< B, Capt. Jesae D. Hunter; lieut, *£lam Luddingtou, Buel Barrus, 
Philemon C Merrill; sergeants, Wm Coray, Wm Hyde, Albert Smith, 

Co. C, Capt, James Brown; lieut, Geo. W. Roaecrans, Sam. Thompaou, 
Robert Clift; aergeanla, Orson B. Adama, Elijah Elmer, Joel J. Terrill, Cavid 
Wilitin, Edward Martin, Daniel Tyler. 

Co. D, Capt. *Nelaon Higgins; lieut, Geo. P. Dykes, Sylvester Hulett, 
Cyrus C. Canfield; sergeantaTNathaoiel V, Jones, Thomas Williams, Luther 
T. Tuttle, Alpheus P. Haws. 

Co. E, Capt. Daniel C. Paris; lieut, James Pace, Andrew Lytle, ""Sam. 
L, Gully; sergeants, Sam. L. Brown, Richard Brarier, Ebenezer Hanka, 
DaiLiel Browett. 

Those whose names axe marked with a * did not reach Cal. There were 
seven or eight young men who went as servants to the officers, whoso rela- 
tives they were in most caaes. For biographical notices of each officer and 
private, see my Pioneer Register aud Indes. 

^A CoTtcise HUtory of the Mormon Battalion In th& M^can War^ 184S-~ 
18^7. Bu Sergeant JJankl Tyler, no place (Salt Lake City), 1S81, 8vo, 376 p. 
* Neither labor, pains, nor expense has been spared in the effort to make thi^ 
a just BJid authentic history. Tho author has not aimed at sensational effect, 
nor made any attempt at literary embelliehment, hut rather endeavored to 
offer a plain statement of facts and give due credit to all concerned,' says 
Tyler in his preface, and the result ehowa that no better man could have un- 
dertaken the task. Naturally his narrative ia marked by that display of 
faith which is a characteristic of all religious writers; but this, while adding a 
charm, detracts in no respect from the value of the record. His authorities arc 
chiefly diarieswrittenby his comrades atthetimc, and letters written by them 
in later years. The * iutroduetory * includes a sketch of Th^ Martyrdom of 
Joseph Smithy by President John Taylor, and Col Kane's diseourae of 1850 on 
Th^ Mormons^ as already cited; also a poem on the Mormon battalion hy Mrs 
Eliza IL Snow. There is appended an account of the battalion festival at 
Salt Lake City in 1S55, 



478 THE MORMON BATTALION. 

merry dancing rout I have never seen, though the 
company went without refreshments, and their ball 
was of the most primitive/' writes Colonel Kane. 
One of the soldiers' last acta before departure was to 
subscribe a large part of their pay for their famihes 
and the Mormon poor. The elders made parting 
addresses of encouragement, and Brigham Young 
formally predicted, as he had done before, that "not 
one of those who might enlist would fall by the 
hands of the nation's foe; that their only fighting 
would be with wild beasts/' That their subsequent 
safety resulted from this prediction the Mormons had 
no doubt; and that they were under divine protec- 
tion soon became evident to them when a tornado 
threw down the trees of a forest in which they were 
encamped without harming a man. The captains and 
some of the men were accompanied by their families, 
and there were in all about eighty women and chil- 
dren who started on the journey. Much of their 
way was through a couutry inhabited by their old 
foes, the Missouri *mobocrats/ but there were no 
hostilities and few hardships. The arrival at Fort 
Leavenworth was on August 1st, and here the bat- 
talion remained two weeks, drawing their arms and 
accoutrements, with forty dollars in money for each 
man, most of which was sent back to the church by 
elders Hyde, Taylor, and Little, who here took final 
leave of their soldier disciples. Here Lieutenant- 
colonel Allen fell sick and died before the end of 
August He was very popular with his men, none 
of whom have anything but words of praise for him. 
On the I2th and 14th of August the troops started 
on their long march to Santa ¥e; and now their 
troubles began. It is not necessary to chronicle here 
the hardships and petty adventures incident to such 
a journey^ though as given in the Mormon diaries® 

■ Beaidea the diaries quoted by Tyler, I have Henry W, Bigler's Diary of 
a Mormon in 0<Uifornict, MS., ■which cootaina a most valaablo and interest- 
iDg record, not oidy of the march to Bta, ¥6 and thenoe acrosa the continent, 
but of the later discovery of gold in California. 
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the narrative is not without a charm. Sufferings re- 
sulted mainly from heat and bad water, and there was 
mach sickness, with several deaths; but there were 
also miraculous cures attributed to faith, prayer, and 
baptism. Ooe phase of the battalion s troubles, how- 
ever, merits somewhat more extended notice — that re- 
sulting from complaints against the officers. On the 
death of Allen, Lieutenant A. J. Smith of the reg- 
ular army was sent from Port Leavenworth to take 
command temporarily. The Mormon privates and 
part of their officers claimed that the command be- 
longed to the senior captain, Hunt, and that Colonel 
Allen had promised such an arrangement in the event 
of his own removal from the position. The fact that 
such a promise had been made was comfirmed by 
Brigham Young. On the other hand, it was claimed 
that Allen had no right to make the promise; never- 
theless a council of the Mormon officers with only 
threo dissenting votes decided in favor of Smith. 
From that time the lieutenant was naturally an object 
of dislike to the soldiers, who looked on him as un- 
friendly to the Mormons, cruel in his treatment of the 
sick, and perhaps disposed to destroy the battalion by 
overwork and privations. Only divine protection en- 
abled the saints to survive, and only the patriotic 
devotion that had prompted the original sacrifice of 
their enlistment kept them from mutiuy. Such was 
their view of the matter;" yet their wrongs must be 

10 *ADa on ihfl brsTfl hatCalbfl wont 
With Colonel AIL^Q, wlio waa Htit 
As offlcer of gDvemiuenB, 
The noble Colonel Alien hnew 
His "Mormon boys'* were bniTaiuid Cruo, 
And he vea proud of hia command 
As ho led fortb hl8"Mormon band," 
Ho^ickefrod, dle^, and they nere left 
Of a luved leader Eoon. betefC 1 
And hig surcensorH praTed to ha 
Ths embod jueiit of oruolty. 
Lieutenant Smith, tha tyranl led 
The cohort on in Allgn^a Btead 
To Santa ffS, where Colonel Cooke 
The charge of the baLtahon took.' 

Mrs Snoir'a pootlcal T«nfan. 

' It iff-ould have been difficult to select the same number of Americau citizens 

from any other comnronity who would have aubmltted to the tyranny and abuse 

that the battalion did from Smith and Sandereoa. Nor would wo have done 

so on any consideration other than as aer^'anta to our God and patriota to our 
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regarded as in some measure imaginary. Raw re- 
cruits chafe under the discipline imposed by an officer 
of the regular army, and often attribute to him the 
hardships of their march. It was hard for the Mor- 
mons to realize their position as volunteers in the U. 
S. service, and they were prone to include in their 
list of grievances all that did not please them. 

It was not, however, against their leader that the 
bitterest feelings were excited, but against Sanderson, 
the surgeon of the battalion. The Mormons have 
their own views on medical science, and do not enter- 
tain the highest respect for the methods of the schools- 
They rely for the cure of or(Jinary ailments on herbs; 
while for more serious illness prayer, anointing with 
oil, laylng-on of hands, and baptism are prescribed. 
And now, a 'mineral quack' had against their will 
been made superior to T)v Melntyre, *a good bo- 
tanic physician,' and insisted on dosing them with 
his * calomel and arsenic/ The Mormons claimed 
that their religion discountenanced the taking of min- 
eral medicines. Adjutant Dykes, however, affirmed 
that they had no such religious scruples, and that the 
church authorities themselves took such medicines, and 
Captain Hunt would say no more than that it ''was 
rather against our religious faith." Therefore Smith 
supported the surgeon and insisted that his instruc- 
tions must be followed, though subsequently a letter 

country,* Tykr^s Hist.^ 147. All were delighted when the acting colonel 
waa arrested hy a sentinel for not giving the right password. 'The appoint- 
ment of Smith, even before bis character was known, cansod a greater gloom 
throughout the command than the death of Colonel Allen had.' id., 144. 
Young's letter affirming Allen's promise to leave the command to Hunt. Id., 
lo5-6. *Wliothcr Coi Smith ha4 had no experience in tmvclling with teams, 
or whether he desired to nse up the teams and leave the battalion on the 
plains helpless, does not appear. Id., 159. *It appears that the colonel and 
surgeon are determined to till ug, first by forced marches to make us sick, 
then by compelling US to take calomel or to walk and do duty.* Kogera' jour- 
nal in Id., 1(30, * While privates were punished by him forthomcreattrides, 
oilioers could go where and do what they pleased.* Id., 177. *And now com- 
menced a series of the most trying cruelties. Onr commander was not of 
hijnself cruel and wicked, bub he was weak, and became to a great extent 
the crcatnro of Dr Sanderson, a rotten-hearted quack that was imposed npoa 
ns as our surgeon.' Ferguson in Id., 36o. Biglcr and all the rest confinnth& 
lientenant'a cruelty^ weakness, and want of ekilL 
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from President Young was received, saying: *'If you 
are sick, live by faith, and let surgeons' medicine alone 
if you want to live." For a time the doctor dealt out 
his drugs, which the patients put anywhere but down 
their throats; but presently Sanderson learned how 
his prescriptions wore being treated, and thereafter 
in some cases obliged the sick to take the potions from 
an old iron spoon in his presence. The wrath of tho 
soldiers and the troubles of the doctor may be im- 
agined; the controversy was kept up till the end; and 
the Mormons were satisfied that all deaths in the bat- 
talion were duo to the surgeon's quackery, ^^ Indeed, 
the chief cause of complamt against Smith was his 

" 'The surgeon was from Mo. j did not belong to our people, and had been 

heard to say he did not care a damn whether he killed or cured; and for this 

our sick refused to go at sick-call and take his medicine, and Smith was told, 

straight up and down, there and then, before we would take Dr Sanderson's 

medicines wo would leave our hones to bleach on the prairie.* Biglcr^s Diary 

0^ a MoT-moTtj MS., 9, Sept. 2d, * Smith began to show his sympatliy for the 

sick by ordering them out of the wagona, and swore if they did not waJk he 

would tie them to the wagons and drag thorn.' Id^ Ent Tyler relates that 

Sergt Wilhams defended the sick and threatened to knock the colonel down, 

Tyler's Iliat.fl^. Young^aletterof August l&th on medicine. Id., 140. 'It 

was cuatomary every morning for the sich; to be marched to the time of **Jim 

along Joe" to the doctor's quarters, and take their portion from that same 

old iron spoon/ and the doctor 'threatened with an oath to out the throat of 

any man who would administer any medicine without his orders.' Id. The 

author having a fever begged to be left on the road and reported dea4 rather 

than take the drugs. Id., 148, He had to take them, hut to neutralize their 

effect he drank a large quantity of water against the doctor^a ord^s- Id.^ 

150. Alva Phelps waBSuffering severely. * The doctor prepared his aoseand 

ordered him to take it, which he declined doing, whereupon the doctor with 

horrid oaths forced it down him with the old rusty spoon. Afev^lionrglater 

ho died, and tho general feeling was that the doctor had killed him. Many 

boldly expressed the opinion that it was a ease oE premeditated murder. 

When we consider the many murderous threats previously made, the eonclu* 

sion is by no means far»fetchod,* That evening a dancing star was noted in 

the east, /rf., lo8. All were glad when the doctor left with the advance 

party of the well, leaving the sick behind, /t/., 163. 

*A dOEtor which tho E*>^crnnient 
Gofl fumi^bed proves a punishmcjut. 
At bis rude call of *^ Jim nlouR Joo" 
The dtk auU hnlt to IiEm must go. 

Both ni^hl HinJ mnrn thin call ig heard, 
Our JDdi^DUEion ihcu ia etiri^d. 
And wfl sJncerelj wish in hell 
Ilia ai^uic ^iid c^lomel.^ 

H-LDcock'B eons ou tLQ I>ettri Route. Idj IS!). 

To Boyle the doctor 'gave the usual dose — ealomcl — ^whLch he did not swal- 
low, bnt consigned it to tho flames. The writer and ojiothcr elder or 
two were called upon to ajioint him with oil and lay hajids upon him, and 
before night he was well.' /d, 209. Calomel gave out and arsenic was sub- 
stitnted lon^ before Cal. was reached. Id., 215. David Smith killed by tho 

doctor^a meoicinea. Id., 274. 

Hist, Cal,, Vol. V, 31 
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support of Sanderson; and another, Adjutant Dykes, 
though a Mormon and a preacher, was regarded as 
an apostate because he liad favored Smith and only 
mildly opposed the doctor. Says Elder Hyde; "It 
was plainly manifest that Lieutenant Dvkes sought 
to gain favor of and please the wicked rather than 
favor his brethren.'' And Tyler, that ^'Dykes be- 
came so notorious for his ofiicious and captious man- 
ner, that the battalion accorded to him the title of 
' accuser of the brethren/ '^ And another saint : "There 
are a few like Gr, P. Dykes thatgo into error, and who 
will not do right. Brother Dykes has gone into er- 
rors and is damned; he has the curse of his brethren 
upon him for his follies and misdoings." 

The route proposed had included Bent's Fort, where 
supplies were expected and where perhaps the win- 
ter might be passed; but to gain time the commander 
decided on a shorter way, much to the displeasure of 
his men. On the Arkansas Biver, about the middle 
of September, many of the families were detached and 
sent to pass the winter at Pueblo under Captain Hig- 
gins with a guard of ten men. This division of the 
battalion was also opposed, as was a later one of Oc- 
tober 3d, when the stronger half of each company 
was s«nt on in advance, leaving the feeble to follow 
more slowly. The two divisions arrived at Santa F^ 
the 9th and 12th of October, and were saluted with 
a hundred guns by order of General Doniphan, an old 
friend of the Mormons, who were delighted to know 
that no such, honor had been paid to Colonel Sterling 
Price, their enemy, on his arrival a few days before. 
From Santa Fd 88 men deemed unfit for prospective 
liardships were sent back to Pueblo for the winter 
under Captain Brown and Lieutenant Luddington, 
and with them went also the laundresses of the bat- 
talion. Again, on November 10th, after the start 
from Santa Fd, 55 sick under Lieutenant Willis were 
detached for Pueblo, Of the 150, more or less, thus 
left en route, it is only necessary to state that they 
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never came to California, but most of them found 
their way to Salt Lake the next year. 

General Kearny had already loft Santa F6 for Cal- 
ifornia with his dragoons, as the reader will remem- 
ber;^^ but he had left Lieutenant-colonel Philip St 
George Cooke, of the 1st dragoons, with orders to 
take command of the battalion and open a wagon 
route to the Pacific by the Gila route. Cooke as- 
sumed the command the 13th of October, Lieuten- 
ant Smith became acting commissary of subsistence; 
Lieutenant George Stoneman, of the 1st dragoons, 
acting quartermaster instead of Gully^ who soon left 
the service; Lieutenant Merrill, adjutant instead of 
Dykes, who resumed his place in the company; and 
James Ferguson was appointed sergeant-major. Ma- 
jor J. H. Cloud, paymaster XJ. S. A., accompanied 
Cooke. Stephen C. Foster, called "doctor" in the 
narratives, was employed as interpreter. The guides 
were Weaver, Charbonneau, and Leroux, and a Mr 
Hall seems to have served in a similar capacity. Dr 
Sanderson continued his services as surgeon. 

For the march from New Mexico to California we 
have, in addition to Tyler's work and BigWs diary, 
the official journals and reports of the commander.^^ 
Of this officer the Mormons speak in favorable terms, 
describing him as a stern man of forbidding manner^ 
a strict disciplinarian, but impartial in his orders, and 

^* Sfie chap. xiii. of this volame. 

" Jcmifial of the march of the Mormon battalion of infantrj/ voluntefrSj un- 
der the command of Licutenajit-eolond P. St George Cooke {also captain of 
dragoons), fi-om Santa F&, ^eio Jtfexico, to San Diego, Califomiaj kept by him- 
«^f ^y direction of the commanding general of the army of the tvest^ in U. S. 
Govt Doc. , Bjjecial seas. (30th cona. ), Sen. Doc. no. 2, Washington, 1849, 8vo, 
S5p- Tlua jonmal extends to Jan. 30, 1847. 

Report qf Lieut-col P. St George Coohe^ of his march from Santa -fV, Neiff 
Mexico, to San Diego, Upper California (1846-7), in U. S. Govt Doc, 30th 
cong, 1st seas., H. Es. Doc. 41, p. 549-63, with a map of the route. This ia 
a report to Gen, Kearny, dated at San Luia Rey Feb. 5, 1847. 

The Conquest of Nev? Mexico and CaUfomia; an historical and personal 
jiarraiive. By P, St Geo. Cooke^ hrigadicr, brevet major-general, U. S, A. 
Author of Scenes and Adventures in the Army; or, ^oTnancG of MUitary Life, 
etc. N. Y, 1878. 12mo. This contains a condensed narrative of the march, 
with much additional matter, though hardly enongh to justify the author in 
presenting the book as he doea in a preface as the ^first historical narrative 
of the couquestj' and *a connected and permanent record,' 
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a man of great energy and perseverance. They were 
delighted that a captain "was the first to be put under 
arrest for failure to comply with the regulations; and 
they were pleased with some flattering things he said 
of them in later years. In his journal the colonel 
says: *'The battalion were never drilled, and though 
obedient, Iiave littlo discipline; they exhibit great 
heedlessness and ignorance, and some obstinacy." 
And In his later work: "Everything conspired to dis- 
courage the extraordinary undertaking of marching 
this battalion 1,100 miles, for the much greater part 
through an unknown wilderness without road or trail, 
and with a wagon train. It .was enlisted too much 
by families; some were too old, some feeble, and some 
too young; it was embarrassed by many women; it 
was undisciplined; it was much worn by travelling on 
foot and marching from Nauvoo;^* their clothing was 
very scant; there was no money to pay them or cloth- 
ing to issue; their mules were utterly broken down; 
the quartermaster department was without funds, and 
its credit bad; and mules were scarce. Those pro- 
cured were very inferior, and were deteriorating every 
hour for lack of forage or grazing. So every prepa- 
ration must be pushed — hurried." 

They started October 19th down the valley, ob- 
tained such supplies and fresh animals on the way as 
the inhabitants could be induced to part with for ex- 
orbitant prices, sent back 58 of the feeblest, as already 
noted, and the 13th of November left the Kio Grande 
for the south-west, 340 strong, accompanied by only 
five women, who were wives of officers and trans- 
ported at their husbands' expense. The guides de- 
clared it impossible to follow the Gila route proper, or 
that taken by Eearny, who had left his wagons behind; 
and a circuit to the south througli Sonora was deter- 
mined on. The country proved to be almost un- 
known to the guides, who presently recommended a 

^*Aiiij by Lieut Smith's tyranny aoii blunders, anil mo&t of all byDr 
Sanderson's calomel and araenic, as the Mormon -writera assert. 
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route by Janos aud Fronteras; but on learning that 
Janos lay toward the south-east, Cooke determined 
to turn to the right, and did so tlie 21st of Novem- 
ber, moved thereto, the Morinons believed, by divine 
interposition ; for at the suggestion of Father Pette- 
^rew and Brother Hancock, their spiritual advisers, 
they sent up fervent prayers the night before "that 
the Lord might change the colonel's mind," aud ac- 
■cordingly that officer ordered a turn to the west, say- 
ing *'he would be damned if he would go round the 
world to reach California/' The way followed was 
from a point on the Hio Grande in latitude 32° 40\ 
south-westward to San Bernardino on the later bound- 
ary of the two republics at the corner of four states, 
westward to the Rio San Pedro, down that stream 
northward, and thence west to Tucson, and to Kearny's 
trail on the Gila, 

For infantry with wagons for which they must find 
ov make a road, with worn-out animals and short 
rations, the journej'^ was much more difficulty thau^ 
that of Kearny's company, or any that had previously 
crossed the continent in these latitudes. 

" How hard^ to starve and wear uh out 
Upon this sandy desert route,'* 

was the chorus of a song by which the saints relieved 
their minds along the way. Nothing short of long 
extracts from the diaries, for which I have no space, 
would adequately picture their toils, which I do not 
attempt to catalogue. Thoir sufferings were, how- 
ever, less severe than betweon Fort Leavenworth and 
Santa F^, because the families and the feeble had 
been left behind. On December 11th on the San 
Pedro there was an exciting battle with a band of 
wild bulls, described by Levi Hancock in a song, in 
which affray several men were wounded, including 
Lieutenant Stoneman, who as I write is governor of 
California. They were at Tucson in the middle ol 
December, but the town had been abandoned by the 
garrison and most of the people, though Cooke had 



486 - THE MOEMON BATTALTOK. 

some correspondence with the comandante. The 
Mexicans began to plan on paper an organization for 
defence/^ but the Americans did not stay to be anni- 
hilated. The day after Christmas they were on the 
Gila, having three days before reeoivcd a letter from 
Kearny; on January 8th the junction of the Gila 
and Colorado was reached; on the 15th news came 
back of the disaster at San Pascual; and on the 21st 
the battalion encamped at Warner's rancho, where 
the Mormons were not inhospitably received.^* NeM^s 
respecting the state of affairs in California, though 
of vital interest to the new-comers, need not be re- 
called to the memory of my readers, who are familiar 
with the situation, Cooke proposed at first to go to 
Los Angeles, where he thought his aid might be 
needed; but presently came an order to march to 
San Diego, where the battalion finally arrived the 
29th of January, and where the commander is&^ued 
next day a congratulatory order, with well merited 
compliments to the Mormons for the manner in which 
they had performed their difficult task," 

^Sorao correapondence oa,the subject m El Sonortn&e^ Jan. 1, 8, 1S47; a^ 
there had "been in Fd.^ Oct. 23, 164t>f a warning of Keamy'a ftpproach. 

^^ NotwithataJiiiing tliat, 'unlike tho hoapitable Pimaa, he hid hia bread and 
drove hia cattle into the mountains,' as Ferguson remarks, Cooke, Tyler, and 
tho rest speak not unfavorably of Wartier. 

^^ ' Headquarters Mormon Battalion, Mission of San Diego, Jan. 30, 1847. 
(Orders no 1-) The lieut-colonol commanding congratulates the battulicn on 
their safe arrival on thoshoreof the Pacific Ocean, and the conahiaion of their* 
march of over 2,000 miles. Hiatory may be searched in vain for an equal 
march of infantry. Half of it has been through a wilderness whera nothing 
but savages and wild beasts are found, or deserts where, for want of water, 
there ia no living creature. There, ■with almoat hopeless labor, we have dug 
deep welts, which tho future traveller will enjoy. Without a guide who had 
traversed them, wo liave ventured into trackless table-landa where water was 
not found for several marches* With crowbar and pick and axe in hand, we 
have worked our way over mountains, which seemed to defy aught save the 
wild goat, and bewcd a passage through a chasm of liviug rock more narrow 
than our wagons. Tobrmgthoso first wagona to the Pacific we have preserved 
the strength of our mules by herding them over largo tracts, which yon liave 
laboriously guarded without loss. The garrison of four preaidios of Sonora. 
eoucentrated within the v^ls of Tucson gave ns no pause. We drove them 
out with their artillery, hut our iuteroourso with the citizens was unmarked 
by a single act of injustice. Thu?, marching half naked and half fed, and 
living upon wild animals, wo havo discovered and made a road of great 
value to our country. Arrived at t!ie first settlement of Callforaia, after a 
single day'g rest, you cheerfully turned off from the route to this point of 
promised repose, to enter ux>on a campaign^ and mcet^ as we supposed, the 
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The war in California was at an end when tlie bat- 
talion arrived, and in {he garriaon life of some six 
months there is but little that demands notice. The 
Mormons have always been disposed to overestimate 
the value of their services during this period, attaching 
undue importance to the current rumors of impending 
revolt on the part of the Californians and of the ap- 
proach of Mexican troops to reconquer the province. 
They also claim the credit of having enabled Kearny 
to sustain his authority against the revolutionary pre- 
tensions of Fr(5niont. The merit of this claim will bo 
apparent to the reader of preceding chapters. But 
during the interregnum of military occupation a garri- 
son force was essential, and in this respect, as in their 
march across the continent, the Mormons did faithful 
service, giving no cause for unfavorable criticism. 
Devoting themselves zealously to military drill under 
the instructions of Cooke and Stoneman, they became 

so proficient in the manual of arms as to elicit high 
compliments from Colonel Mason and other regular- 
army officers. At first the men suffered from want 
of proper clothing, and for want of other food than 
fresh beef; but gradually their needs were supplied. 
They made some complaints of petty wrongs, else had 
they not been volunteers. Many were sorrowful that 
inexorable discipline would not allow them to retain 
their flowing beards to be shown at Salt Lake, Dv 
Sanderson still prescribed, but only one man was 
thought by them to have been killed by his drugs. 
A sentinel was found asleep at his post, but the sen- 
tence of a court-martial was very mild, and was re- 
mitted by the colonel — ''a specific and direct answer 

approach of an enemy; and this, too, withoat even salt to aeaaon your solo 
subsistence of freabmeat. Lieutenants A, J. Smith and George Stoneman, 
of the lat dragoons, have shaj:ed and given valuable aid in all these labors. 
Thus, volunteers, you havo exhibitAid some high ajid essential equalities of 
veterans. But much remains undone. Soon yoi3 WLfl turn your attention to 
the drill, to system and order, to forma Also, which are all essential to the 
soldier,* 

Tyler, p. 255, eays: 'The foregoing order, one of those simple acts of jQa* 
tice so rarely done to Momions, which waa not read until Feb. 4tb, six days 
after it was written, was cheered heartily by the battalion,' 
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to prayer." The dragoons were stanch friends of the 
Mormons, but the men of Fremont's battaHon were 
regarded as foes. Doubtless many of the latter. Im- 
migrants from the western states, were hostile, and 
circulated among the Californians damaging report-s 
on Mormon character; but it is probable that this 
enmity, especially that of Fremont himself, and the 
rumored threats to attack the camp and ''wipe the 
saints out of existence," were seen through the glasses 
of prejudice. It is true that the Californians had 
formed in advance a very unfavorable opinion of the 
Mormons, but equally true that the latter by their 
conduct succeeded in almost entirely removing this 
feeling. In morals and general deportment they were 
far superior to other troops in the province, being 
largely under the control of their religious teachers. 
Church meetings were held often, and sermons were 
preached by Captain Hunt, the spiritual guardians 
Pettegrew and Hancock, or by elders Hyde, Tyler, 

and others. With a view to the future neeeasities of 
themselves and families, they wore allowed to hire 
themselves out as farmers and artisans, and did so to 
a considerable extent^ especially at San Diego^ where 
they burned bricks, dug wells, and made log pumps, 
to the great advantage of themselves and of the citi- 
zens,^* 

The battalion left San Diego on February 1st, and 
on the 3d took possession of San Luis Rey, where 
part of the force was stationed for two months. On 
the 15th Company B under Captain Hunter was sent 
to garrison San Diego. At the end of the month 
Lieutenant Thompson was despatched to the Colorado 

4 

^^'On the popular feeling J^ainat the a^ta, see i-V^morai's Oourt-ynartiaJ, 
233, 242-3, 259-t>3. In Foster's Amfde^ in'47, MS,, 6-7, 35-41, L9 found some 
slight inFormation on the l)attalion, inclading n long yi^m a.hout aome tfouhio 
between J. A. Carrilloaiid the Mormon officera, Sccalao, for mention of the 
arrival, etc., Ripkffs War with Me.x.^ L 489; Griffin's Pap., MS., 23; Ctdts^ 
Oonq^y 69, 209; JuUo G4&ar^ Coaas de i"rit?.,MS., lO-U; Los A^tgdes Express, 
Nov. 17, 187li 8. F. Cat. Star, Feb. 6, 1847; Bryani's iVkat I Saw, 416-17; 
WarresCs Mtm.,54c-^; Ilughet*^ Doniphan's Exped-t^HS; MUl&trtiai Star, x. 
23^; xi, 47-8; TtdUdge^n Women of Morjitondom, passim. 
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to bring wagons left there. From the 2d of March 
Stoneman with his dragoons took the place of Com- 
pany B at San Diego for two weeks, after which the 
Mormons resumed the post. News of the assump- 
tion of the command by Shubrick and Kearny came 
on the l4th, with Cooke's appointment to the military 
command in the south; and four days later the main 
body of the battalion marched to Los Angeles, Lieu- 
tenant Oman being left at San Luis with thirty-two 
men until April 6th, when the post was abandoned, 
and all of the four companies were reunited at the 
pueblo. At the same time the men . petitioned for 
discharge, but the petition was suppressed by the 
officers. On the 11th Company C was sent to hold 
a position already occupied by the dragoons in Cajon 
pass, and eleven days later Lieutenant Pace was sent 
with another detachment to relieve the first company; 
but this force was recalled in haste on the 24th, and 
the Mormons were set at work building a fort on the 
hill at Los Angeles in consequence of reports that a 
Mexican force was approaching. The saints declined 
on May 4th an offer of discharge on condition of en- 
listing for five years as dragoons. On the 8th came 
the first letters from absent famiHes at Council Bluffs 
andNauvoo; and the same day Lieutenant Thomp- 
son was sent with twenty men of Company C against 
some hostile Indians in the mountains, six of whom 
were killed, and two of the Mormons wounded with 
arrows. Next day General Kearny arrived with the 
New York volunteers and Colonel Stevenson, who 
succeeded Cooke in command of the southern district. 
After some efforts to promote a reeulistment of the 
Mormon volunteers, Kearny departed on the 13th 
with Cooke, whose resignation had been accepted^ 
and who took with him twelve of the men as a body- 
guard, three from each company, A small detach- 
ment was sent to San Pedro on the 10th of June; 
and nest day John Allen, an apostate Mormon, was 
court-martialled and soon drummed out of camp, as 
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he had previously been expelled from the church. 
During the rest of June and the first half of July 
there is nothing requiring speeial notice, though there 
were continued efforts to secure a promise of recnliat- 
meni Company B arrived from San Diego on July 
15th; nest day all were mustered out by Lieutenant 
Smith in the uneereraonial way that might have been 
expected from the battalion's b^te noir of earlier times; 
a few days sufficed for paying off the men; and on 
the 20th one company of Mormon volunteers under 
Captain Daniel C. Davis was mustered into the ser- 
vice for an additional term of six months, ^^ 

There was an earnest effort by the authorities to 
secure a reenlistment of the battalion for another 
term of garrison duty. Favorable conditions were 
offered, and the command was to be given to Captain 
Hunt. Kearny made a speech on the subject before 
his departure, and Stevenson was active in the mat- 
ter under Governor Mason's instructions, visiting the 
San Diego company in June, and making a speech at 
Los Angeles on his return. He presented as a strong 
attraction the privilege of choosing their own officers, 
with the fact that the Mormon commander would bo 
the third in rank among officers in California, and 
might become first. The company officers favored 
the proposition, and urged the men to reenlist as the 
best means of aiding the cause and their absent fami- 
lies. The men as a rule had no serious objections; 
but the religious advisers, the parties really in control, 
decided adversely. Father Pettegrew thought that 
duty to the families demanded a return, which would 
be sanctioned by the church leaders. Elder Hyde 

'* Tykr's Biat,, paaatm; Bigler^e Diary, MS,, containa many details of the 
experience of Co. BatS, Diego from March 17th to July 9th. SergtHyde and 
IS men were posted in the fert oa the hill. Religions gerricoa were held 
regularly, Hyde being the preacher; and there was aW a * young men's club ' 
for debate, etc. Capt Hunter's wife died April 27th. On May4tlisi:^ months' 
pay was received, and chiefly devoted to the purchase of an outfit for return 
to Salt Lake. &im. Mtlea acted as assistant to the alcalde; and on Jnue 
34th Lieut Clif t was appointed alcalde of the post* The ATonnons entirely 
conquered the original prejudice of the Dieguinos againat them, and effected 
a kind ol industrial revolution in the town. 
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believed that their sacrifice of the past was enough, 
being satisfactory to God and probably to the govern- 
ment. Elder Tyler could see, in the light of past de- 
ceptions, no ground for confidence that promises re- 
specting the command would be kept. "Were not 
our noses put upon the grindstone? and were they not 
still there?" It is said that Stevenson's closing re- 
marks gave offence. They were: "Your patriotism 
and obedience to your officers have done much tow- 
ards removing the prejudice of the government and 
the community at large, and I am satisfied that another 
year's service would place you on a level with other 
communities/' This Tyler compares to the action of 
a cow that gave a good bucketful of milk and then 
kicked it over. "It was looked upon as an insult 
added to the injuries we had received without cause. 
We could challenge comparison with the world for 
patriotism and every other virtue, and did not care to 
:ive further sacrifice to please pampering demagogues. " 
'oubtless Pettegrew's opinion was regarded as an 
order not to be disobeyed; the government officers, as 
is frequently the case under such circumstances, looked 
about for some ulterior motive. Stevenson's theorv, 
as reported to Mason, was that it was designed to 
make room for other Mormon soldiers. "They de- 
sire to get the military control of the country, and 
from time to time will supply from 100 to 1,000 men 
for the service, until their whole community shall 
have had some experience as soldiers, and become fur- 
nished with arms; which by the time the civil govern- 
ment shall be oi^anized will givo them control as well 
of the ballot-bos:- . -This I know to be their calcula- 
tion, for Hunt and his officers have so expressed them- 
selves to me" And in the same report it is stated 
that Captain Hunt was about to start for Monterey 
to profier his services to raise a new battalion of Mor- 
mons from those on their way to the country. But 
Father Pettegrew finally permitted the formation of 
one company to remain as a garrison at San Diego, 
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and seventy-eight volunteers were obtained from the 
different companies. They were promised disband- 
ment in March of the next year, and transportation 
to Bear River or San Francisco on discharge. Cap- 
tain Hunter also remained, to be made Indian agent 
at San Luis Rcy.^" 

I have already stated that about 150 of the bat- 
talion never came to California, but found their way 
from New Mexico to Salt Lake, where they were 
discharged from the service. The first of the saints 
to return eastward were twelve men wdio were de- 
tached to accompany Kearny and Cooke on the over- 
land route. Their names are not known, except John 
Btnley and N. V, Jones, who kept a diary. Three 
of them went with the general by sea, leaving the 
pueblo on May 13th, while the rest accompanied 
Lieut Sherman by land to Monterey,^* arriving the 
2Gth and starting again the 31st. Something is said 
elsewhere of Kearny's march, but nothing occurred 
of importance in this connection. Two parties of 
Mormons westward bound were met on the plains in 
July and August- They reached Fort Leavenworth . 
in September, where the saints were discharged with 
$8.60 each for overtime, and soon found their way to 
Council Bluffs to rejoin their families.^ 

*^ June 5, 1847, Gov. Maaon to Stevenson, cncloeing a letter to Hunt on 
efforts to beniade for re^ulietmeiit. Vcd. and N. Mex.^ Mess, and Voc.,18S0, 
p. 326-7. Jane 7th, I<1. to Lient Smith, on muster in and Out- Id. July 
23d, Stovcnaon to Maaon, tho letter quoted in my text. Id.^ 3t7-8. July 
27th, Id. to Id., announcing reeuhatment and conditions, fd^, 34o-6. In 
his report to the adjutant-general of Sept. ISth, Mason says: *0f the aer- 
vices of this battalion, of their patience, Bnbordxuation, and general good 
conduct, you have already heardj and I take great pleasure in adding that 
as a body of men they have religiously i-espocted the rights and fceiinga 
of these conquered people, and not a syllabl-B of complaint has reached my 
ears of a single insult offered or oatrage done by a Mormon volunteer. So 
high an opinion did I entertain of tho battalion and of their special fitness for 
the duties now performed by the garrisons in this country, that I made stren- 
uous efforts to engage their services for another year.^ Id., 33G. In the S. 
F. AUa, Jan. 3, 1854, is mentioned a rejected claim on the treasury for 
$S5,(XH) for mileage for the battalion, being the difference between commuta' 
tion by the overland and isthmus routes. 

^^ Sherman, Mem.j L 28, says there were about 40 men, and that they were 
under his conunaad on tlie march to Monterey. IVler saya there were 12 
nuder Stoneman, and is confirmed by Kearny aa to the number, 

" Tykr'a Hist., 290-304, folloAving Jones' diary. 
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The members of the battalion mustered out on July 
16th, and who did notreenlist, were ready for depart- 
ure in a few days, numbering about 240 men. Pay- 
ing no attention to the late military organization^ they 
formed themselves after tho manner of the Israelites 
into companies of hundreds, under Andrew Lytle and 
James Pace; William Hyde, Daniel Tyler, and Red- 
dick N, Allred being captains of fifties, and other 
chiefs being named as captains of tens, Elisha Aver- 
ett was put in command of ten pioneers, one of whom 
was Henry W, Bigler, whoso diary is the principal 
authority for the journey.^ The pioneers started on 
July 21st, Allred and his fifty on the 23d, the rest a 
little later, and on the 27th all were reunited at the 
San Francisco rancho near the Santa Clara River. 
Here they purchased a supply of cattle for meat, 
starting agam on the 28th, and reaching what was 
perhaps Kern Kiver the 1st of August. It la not 
easy or necessary to trace their exact route. There 
were no serious hardships, though at first they were 
troubled by men who claimed some of the horses they 
had bought as stolen property^ and later there was 
some difficulty in obtaining Indian guides. An un-r 
successful effort was made to find Walker's pass, and 
then they directed their course for Sutter's Fort, 
where they arrived August 2Gth, encamping on the 
American River, two miles from the fort. Here they 
met Captain Hunt, who had come by the way of 
Monterey and San Francisco.^ A few wished to re- 
main over winter, to take advantage of Californian 
wages, and they were permitted to do so, Hancock 

^ Bigkr's Diarv qf « Mormon^ MS- , 411 et seq. Closely followed by Ty- 
ler, 305 ct seq. Elder Tyler a Zittlo earlier Jiad a dream, or vision, in which 
'the eyes of my underatanding were then opened, and I waa filled with tho 
glory of God throughout my whole system. I saw that we travelled north- 
ward and eastward instead of aouth and east as anticipated;' and in which 
he foresaw many things and places connected with their joTtmey and future 
deatiny, 

^*HTint is not named by tlic Mormon writers^ bnt his arrival on the 25th 
is noted in N. Ilelv. Diarffj ajid also that of other Mormons n, day or two 
later and earlier. Some men of the battalion had been aent in advance of the 
main body to make arrangements with Siittet" for auppliea, Bdgler gives 
ujany details, for which I have no space. 
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and Pettegrew deciding that it would be no sin, and 
all offering their prayers for success- 
Part of the men left New Helvetia on the 27th, 
the rest following a day or two later to follow Kearny^s 
trail over the Sierra. On September 5th the Mor- 
mons were at the scene of the Donner disaster, where 
many fragments of human bodies were lying unburied. 
Next day they met Samuel Brannan returning from a 
visit to the eastern saints. He announced the arrival 
of the advance party of immigrants in Salt Lake 
Valley, but gave a gloomy picture of prospects there, 
and advised all, except those whose families had reached 
Salt, Lake, to turn back and work till spring, when 
very likely the church would be tired of the dreary 
desert and come to California. Presently, after 
Brannan's departure, Captain James Brown, origi- 
nally of the battalion,^^ was met with letters for many, 
and an epistle from the twelve apostles, advising those 
of small means to remain in California through the 
winter. About half of the men followed this counsel, 
returning at once to New Helvetia, where they were 

^ Bigler Bays he had a detachment oE the battalLon^ which had been left at 
Pacblo, and which waa bound to Monterey to get their discharge papers. 
Neither the nambera nor names are given» unfortunately, because they should 
be included in my Pioneer Kegister. Probably there was but a BniaU escort. 
In hia report of Oct. 7th, Gov. Mason, Oal. and iV Mex.f Mess, and J)oc., 
1850, p, 355, writes: * When on my way up to San Francisco, I was overtaken 
by Captain Brown of the Mormon battalion, who had arrived from Fort Hall, 
where he had left bis detachment of the battalion to como to California to re- 
port to me in person. He brought a muater-roll of his detachment, with a 
power of attorney from all its members to draw their pay; aud as the battalion 
itself had been discharged on the 10th of July, Paymaster Eich paid to Cap- 
tain Brown the money due the detachment up to that date, according to the 
rank they bore upon the muster-rolls uponwhich the battalion had been mus- 
tered out of service. Captain Brown started immediately for Fort Hall, at 
which place and in the valley of Bear River he said the whole Mormon emigra- 
tion intended to pass the winter. He reported that he had met Oaptairi Hunt, 
late of the Mormon battalion, who was on his way to meet the emigrants and 
bring Into the country this winter, if possible, a battalion, aecordinjj to the 
terms offered in my letter to him of tho IStli of Augast, a copy of which you 
will find among the military correiapondence of the department. In my letter 
I o^ered Captain Hunt the commajid of the battalion, with the rank of lieu- 
tenant-colonel, with an adjutant; but I find, by the orders lately received, 
that a battalion of four companies is only entitled to a major and acting adju- 
tant. I will notify Captain Hunt of this change at as early a. moment as lean 
communicate with him, I am pleased to find by the despatches that in thia 
matter I have anticipated the wish of the department.^ 
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hired by Sutter to work on his mill-race. Bigler was 
of this party^ and Tyler of those who continued their 
journey. The latter arrived at the Salt Lake settle- 
ment on October 16th,^ Many remained here, but 
thirty-two kept on after a stay of only two days, and 
after a journey of two months without adventure call- 
ing for special notice joined their people at winter 
quarters on the Missouri River the 18th of December, 
1847. 

The company of reenlisted Mormon volunteers^^ 
started the 25th of July from Los Angeles for San 
Diego, where they arrived August 2d Lieutenant 
Barrus with a detachment of twenty-seven men was 
sent a few days later to occupy San Luis Key, Two 
of the company died during this second term of ser- 
vice- As before, the work of the Mormons was 
rather that of mechanics than of soldiers, since there 
were no disorders requiring military interference, 
Sajs the writer of one diary: "I think I whitewashed 
all San Diego. We did their blacksmithingj put up 
a bakery, made and repaired carts, and in fine, did all 
we could to benefit ourselves as well aJ5 the citizens. 
We never had any trouble with Californians or Ind- 
ianSj nor they with us. The citizens became so 
attached to us, that before our term of service expired 
they got up a petition to the governor to use his in- 
fluence to keep us in the service. The petition was 
signed by every citizen in the town."^ The term 
expired in January, but the men were not mustered 
out and paid off until the middle of March 1848, 
More than half remained for a time, some perma- 
nently, in California, scattering northward to the 

'^lyier notes tbafc they brought from CaL varioas kinda of seeds, whidi 
weru found very useful in the va<lley, especially the club-head wheat and a 
prolific variety of pea. 

^'The ofBeera oi this company Tpere; Captain Daniel C, Bavia; lieuten- 
ants, Cyrus C. Oanfield, Eael Barrus, and Robert Cliit; aei^geanta, Edmund 
L. BrowDi Samuel Myera^ Benj. F. Mayfield» and Henry Packard, There 
were fonr corporals, two muaicianSj and G8 privates, whose names apx>ear in 
my Pioneer Register. 

=3 Henry G, Boyle's diary, in Tj/tsr's Hi^t., 330, 
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mincS; townSj and farms; but a party of twenty-five, 
under Boyle as captain, went to Williams' rancho to 
make ready for an overland journey. They started 
on April 12th with one wagon and 135 mules, fol- 
lowed the southern route by Mojave and the Santa 
¥6 trail, and reached Salt Lake the 5th of June. 

The experience of the detachment that returned 
to work through the winter at Sutter's Fort Is clearly 
recorded in Bigler's diary, but belongs to the annals 
of the gold discovery, as recorded elsewhere,^ In 
May 1848 preparations for a migration were begun,^ 
and Daniel Browettwith a small party made a pre- 
liminary exploration for a new wagon route over the 
Sierra. By the end of June arrangements had been 
completed, about forty-five men^ were gathered at 
Pleasant Valley, near Placerville, and Brouett with 
Allen and Cox had started in advance to make new 
explorations. The main company started on July 2d. 
Jonathan Holmes was leader, or president, and Lieu- 
tenant Thompson captain. On the 19th they found 
the bodies of Brouett, Allen, and Cox, who had been 
murdered by the Indians at a place that still bears 
the name of Tragedy Spring. The route was south 
of the lake and into Carson Valley, where they en- 
camped the 5th of August. Thus with much toil 
but without serious disaster the Mormons opened a 
new wagon road over the mountains. Soon they 
struck tlae old Humboldt trail, on which they met 
several parties of emigrants, announcing to the latter 
the news that gold had been discovered. The arrival 
at Salt Lake was on September 25th. It should be 
added that a large part of the saints left behind by 
the different detachments of the battalion found their 
way, with many of Brannan's men, to the Salt Lake 

^ See vol. vi. of this work. Tyler in one place gives the uumber of thi* 
dotachnient as 40, but elsewhere says that more than half of the party turned 
hack. The two statenients aeem contradictory, though the exact number of 
the caatward'bound company ia not known. 

**'Sosay3 Bigler. Tyler Bays 37- There waa one woman, the wife of 
SergtCoray. There were 17 wagons^ 150 hoi-aea and mules, ajid about the- 
Bamo number of cattle. 
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settlement in 1848-9, thougli a few spent the rest of 
their lives in Cahfornia. 

Respecting Captain Hunt's project of raising anew 
battahon of Mormons, we are told that Colonel Ste- 
venson, by Governor Mason's instruction^ wrote a let- 
ter to President Young on the subject, alluding to the 
old prejudices against the saints, which in California 
had been so completely dispelled by intercourse with 
the volunteers until there had come to exist a strong 
feeling of respect for them, and a general desire that 
they should remain in the service and become perma- 
nent residents. But Young persisted in his view that 
the original enlistment had been a necessary sacrifice, 
which there was no call to repeat. According to Can- 
non, '4ie said he did not want the battalion to reenlist 
for another sis months. He regretted that he did not 
have clothing for them; but he would rather wear 
skins, he said, than go back to the United States for 
clothes,"^^ The probability would seem to be that 
Young would gladly have furnished another battalion 
had it still been the intention to establish his people 
in California; but the determination to find their 
promised land in Utah rendered it undesirable to part 
with the bone and sinew of the saints, 

Tyler appends to his admirable history of the bat- 
talion the record of a festival held by survivors and 
their friends at Salt Lake City in February 1855, in- 
cluding speeches and reminiscences hj comrades and 
church dignitaries,including President Young, There 
is a strong vein of religious faith running through all 
that was said, making the record all the more fascinat- 
ing. The old idea of the enlistment as a sacrifice that 
saved the whole Mormon people from massacre was 
brought out in an intensified form; indeed, the motto 
of the festival was, "The Mormon battalion — a ram 
in the thicket." The many hardships of the march, 
the promised and fulfilled immunity from bloodshed, 
the frequent miraculous cures of the sick, the wagon- 

^' Geo, Q. Cannon's Hkto^-y of the Churchy quotcil in Tyter^s Hist., 343-5. 

BIST. Cal., Vol. V. 32 
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roada opened and other achievements, the prayers and 
piety of the men, the vain threats of Fremont and 
his wicked followers, the finding of gold, and the re- 
turn to join the brethren in their new home— all were 
pictured anew to eager listeners- Praise from presi- 
dent and others high in power was lavishly bestowed, 
with something of blame and no end of good counsel. 
Song and dancing supplemented the speech-making. 
It is pleasing to fill one chapter of a volume with 
saintly doings, even if they do not seem to differ very 
radically, but for certain pecuUarities in the telling, 
from the deeds of those not of the &ith as recounted 
in other chapters. 
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1846-1848, 
CosoRKsa Calls foe Volcntebeh — Lrttkr to Stevenson — Poliotofthb 

GOVEENMENT ReVKALKD — RECEUITINa IN NbW ToBK — Iw CaMP AT 

Govbenob's Island— Clakk's Histoet and Mubrat*8 Naeeative — 
First oe Sevei^th — List ob Oeticebs — Charagter op the Men — Camp 
Lnra and Dbill — Popular Ridioolb — Discontent and Desertion — 
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Aeeest — A Bajtled Sheeibf — Newspaper Comment — YoTAaE of the 
■ Pbrkinb,' * Loo Choo/ and ' Deew *— Latee Vessels a»i> Recrihts — 
Tkb Colonel's Valor— At Rio — Arrttal at San FaANCiaoo— DiarRX- 

BCTION OF THE COMPANIES— GaREISON LiFB— DiSBANDMBNT— CoMPANT 

F, 3p U. S. Artillery- In Qaretson at Montbeet— Deserting for 

THE Mings— Shebu AN 's M£M0£E&— Burton 's Coupaity — The Dragoons. 

Ak act of congress dated May 13, 1846, authorized 
the president of the United States to call for and 
accept the services of volunteers for the Mexican war, 
and on June 26th the following communication was 
addressed by William L, Marcy, secretaiy of war, 
to Colonel Jonathan D. Stevenson of New York 
City: "The president having determined to send a 
regiment of volunteers around Cape Horn to the 
Pacific, to be employed in prosecutmg hostilities in 
some province of Mexico, probably in Upper Califor- 
nia, has authorized me to say that if you will organize 
one on the conditions hereinafter specified, and tender 
its services, it will be accepted. It is proper it should 
be done with the approbation of the governor of New 
York, The president expects, and indeed requires, 
that great care should be taken to have it composed 
of suitable persona— I mean persons of good habits — 
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as far as practicable of various pursuits, and such as 
would be likely to desire to remain, at the end of the 
war, either in Oregon or any territory in that region 
of the globe which may be then a part of the United 
States. The act of the 13th May last authorizes 
the acceptance of volunteers for twelve months, or 
during the war with Mexico, The condition of the 
acceptance in this case must be a tender of services 
during the war, and it must be explicitly understood 
that they may be discharged without a claim for re- 
turning home wherever they may be serving at the 
termination of the war, provided it is in the then ter- 
ritory of the United States, or may be taken to the 
nearest or most convenient territory belonging to the 
United States, and then discharged. The men must 
be apprised expressly that their term of service i« 
for the war — that they are to be discharged as above 
specified, and that they are to be employed on a dis- 
tant service. It is. however^ very desirable that it 
should not be publicly known or proclaimed that they 
are to go to any particular province in Mexico, On 
this point great caution is enjoined. The communi- 
cations to the officers and men must go so far as to 
remove all just ground of complaint that they have 
been deceived in the nature and place of the service. 
It is expected that the regiment will be in readiness 
to embark as early as the 1st of August next, if 
practicable. Steps will be immediately taken to pro- 
vide for transportation/'^ 

Stevenson was a colonel of militia, a ward politi- 
cian, and ex-member of the legislature. Just what 
wires were pulled by him and his friends to secure 
this new position it is neither possible nor important 
to know; but he had done some service for the ad- 
ministration that seemed to call for reward, and he 
was reputed to be a man of some energy and execu- 
tive ability.^ The policy of the admmietration re- 

^Eeport of sec. war, Joly 17, 184tJ. Niles' Beg,, let. 344. 

'ThoH C. Lancey, in hia I^eiv York Volnnleerft, an article foundeil presnm- 
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specting California is so well ItDown to readers of 
tliis and the preceding volumes of my work as to re- 
quire no further remark; but it must be noted tbat 
the letter to Stevenson which I have quoted, made 
public in July at the request of congress, was one of 
the earliest documents in which the administration 
clearly revealed its purpose to make the Mexican war 
one of permanent conquest, since the destination of 
the volunteers as settlers for California was but 
slightly veiled with a view to possible diplomatic con- 
tingencies. It was deemed but remotely possible that 
the men would arrive in time to aid in the conquest, 
but they might probably be utilized in garrison duty 
during the military occupation, and they would cer- 
tainly serve as a nucleus for the Americanizing of the 
new province, either by remaining at the close of the 
war as settlers or — in case of unk»oked-for happen- 
ings — by being disbanded in Oregon, to return as 
immigrants, and await or hasten the operations of 
manifest destiny. This newly revealed phase of the 
project naturally made the Stevenson letter a text 
for much comment in congress and elsewhere, but 
without important results.^ 

ably oa an uDpubliahed narrative by Col Stevenson, and printed oa p^'^ ^^ 
Clark's Firgt Begimmt, 52-68, gives some particulars, to tne effect that Ste- 
venson in the legislature had made a speech in support of tho administration's 
policy in declaring war. Soon visiting Waiahington and hearing of the pro- 
posed Moniion battalion, he mentioned bis desire to go to CaL Postmaster- 
general Kendall, his friend, reported the remark to President Polk^ who at 
once conceived the idea of sending a regiment of volunteers, an idea which, 
with the choice of a commander, was approved by John A. Dix, Daniel S, Dick' 
iuson, W, L. Marcy, and other prominent men consulted. At a snbsequent 
interview the pi-esident questioned the colonel closely as to hia previons pur- 
auits and experience. The appointment was approved by the cabinet and by 
Gen. Scott. Stevenson returned home, received his inatructions of June 
2Gth, applied to the governor for permission to raise a rt^iment on June 30tb, 
and on July 4th made the project public at a meeting of militia officers, the 
matter being published in the next morning's papers, and the work of re- 
cruiting being begun on the 7th. Friabie, J^emin., MS., says that Stevenson 
owed his place to the friendship of Marcy. 

^See speech of Ashraun of Mass., Jnly 27, 1S4G, in H. of E-. Cong. Globe, 
1845-6, nppen. 809. Mr A. caused to be rea<.l the Stevenson letter, and ex- 
tracts from the administration organ in Washington. *Prom these papers 
it will be seen, 1st, that the administration now openly proclaims that con- 
gress has declared war upon Mexico— that our government has made war 
openly in tho faee of the world I It is no longer half reluctantly asserted 
that the war exists by the act of Mexico; hut boldly and unhesitatingly, 
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Kecruiting offices were at once opened at diflferent 
points in New York City, and also at Albaiiy, Bath, 
afld Norwich, three companies being raised outside of 
the city, and seven mainly within its limits. The 
recruiting officers were for the most part those who 
became commissioned officers of the respective com- 
panies. No secret was made of the regiment's desti- 
nation and prospective service, though in consequence 
of the precautionary instructions already cited, there 
was perhaps no formal publication of the colonizing 
scheme. No volunteer dreamed of conflict with any 
foe; all regarded themselves as immigrant adventurer?; 
bound for a distant land of many charms, under the 
protection of government. There was but shght pre- 
tence of patriotism^ and no fear of danger; neither did 
there present themselves at first any obstacles more 
serious than the declamations of politicians who disap- 
proved the Mexican war. By the end of July the 
ranks of all the companies were filled, and they were 
sent to Governor's Island, where on the 1st of August 
the regiment — except apparently one or two com- 
panies from the interior — was mustered into the 
United States service by Colonel Bankhead, com- 
mandant of the post.* The regiment was mustered 
as the 7th N, Y. Volunteers, because arrangements 

that we have made the warl * And after mi analysis of the Stevenson lott^, 
he continues: * Tt is no longer pretended that Our purpose is to repel invasion 
— to strike and defeat the military organizations which Mexico may set on 
foot to contend for the boundaries of Texa^, The mask ia off; the veil is 
liftc^d; and we see in the clearest characters invasion^ conquoati and coLoni' 
z&tion emblazoned on our banners. We are no longer engaged in a defen- 
sive war; hut we behold an expedition, about to sail from New York to a dis- 
tant region of the globe, which it cai^not posaibly reach in leas tuu.e than 
from four to six months, commanded by ft mere political fortune-hutiter of 
not the highest charaoter, and deetined to accomplish the conqiitiat and dis- 
memberment of a sister repablic* whose weakness seems to make her a ready 
prey to men whoso pursuits arc those of plunder/ 

* According to the official reports* there were 767 men at this time, and 
Lancey makes the number BOO a little later. It had been the idea to raise 
1,000 men. Clark's recapitulation of the muster-rolls shows a total of 844, 
not perhaps including recruits who enlisted after the regiment sailed for Cal. 
The official re^iort. House Ex^ Doc.y 24, 3lBt cong. lat sese., p. 22*, makes the 
total naraber, including 1S8 recroits, 955 officers and men. if the whole regi- 
ment was mustered Ang. let, there mnst be errors in Clark^s dates of arri^ 
of companies from the interior; but Murray also says the country companies 
arrived later. 
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had been previously made for the organization of six 
other regiments from New York; but as the latter 
were never raised, or rather were consolidated into 
one, mustered into the service later, Stevenson's 
regiment became the 1st N. Y, Volunteers, and the 
name was formally changed by orders from the war 
department. But the other regiment had also been 
mustered in as the first, its colonel declined to comply 
with the order requiring a change, and Burnett's 
regiment is still known as the first in New York.^ I 
append a list of regimental and company oflBcers as 
taken from the muster-rolls by Francis D, Clark, and 
published in his latest monograph on the subject,* 
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* Ctarh'B Fh-At Regt, 76, 9L 

' The Fint Regimetit of Nev) Jorh VolunteerB commanded hy Col. JotuUhcai 
J>. Stevenat/ttt <» ^ Mexican War. Nartm o/ the memhtrs of the regiment 
during it3 term of service in upper and lower Oalifomia, 1S47S, with a record 
of all hnoion xttrvivors on tht 16th day qf April, 1882^ and those hnou^ to have 
dactasedj wUh other Tnatiers ofinUr^et pertaming to t?ie organizatitm and ser- 
vice of f/rt regmmt. Compiled by (Adr comrade, Francis D. Clark. H^ew 

York, 1882, 870, 94 p,, witJi aa appendix of 16 p,, bringiDg the record down 
to Aug. 1, 1683. PortraitB of author and of CoL Stevenson. The author, a 
member of Oo. D, and later reaident of N. Y. City, begaji in 1870 to collect 
LDformatiOQ respecting hia surviving and dead comrades} and besides taking 
a prominent part in all anniversary reunions, serving a^ Becretary, replying 
to toaats, and writing newspaper items on his chosen subject, publisued a 
HoU of Survivors, New YorE, 137Ii single sheet, and again a Roll of Survi' 
vorSt K. Y. 1874, 8vo, 20 p. He was secretary of the associated pioneers of 
the territorial days of Cal., and mainly the author of the pamphlet report of 
that organiEfttion, Col, Assoc, Pvm,, N"* Y. 1875* 8vo, 68 p,; also contribut- 
ing a narrative of his regiment'a experience to the Oal. Territorial PtmeerSi 
Fir/it Annual. He deserves much credit for his intelligent efforts, and his 
book calb for no unfavorable criticism so far as the author ia concerned. As 
a monograph, however, the book might well have been made much larger by 
the addition of interesting.personal and local reminiscences; and it does not 
speak well for the survivors of the regiment, many of whom arc rich, that 
tliey did not give more encouraging support to the enterprise. Perhaps they 
reserved their best efforts for the time when the eolouers long-promised nar- 
rative shall appear* 

Officiallistof IstN. Y. Yolnnteera^ Colonel Jonathan D. Stevenson, Lieut - 
col. Henry S. Burton, Major James A. Hardie, Surgeon Alex. Perry; Ass't 
surgeona, Robert Murray and Wm 0. Parker; coramissary, Capt. Wm G. 
Marcy; adjutant, Lieut J. C. Bonnycastle; aaa't quartermaster, Capt. Joseph 
L,Foisom; sergeant-major. Ales. C. McDonald; quartermaater-sergeauts, suc- 
cessively, Stephen Harris, Geo. G. Belt, and James C. Low; drum-major, 
Ceo> Batchelor; chief musicians, Joseph Vevia and Frederic Grambis; sutler, 
Sam, W. Haight; clerk, James C. L. Wadsworth. 

COi A. Capt. Seymour Q. Steele; lientenaute, Qeo. F. Penrose, Charles 
B, Young, and Geo, F, Lemon; Hergeanta, S. O. Houghton, Walter Chipman, 
and Edi^ajNl Irwin. 

Co. B. Capt. Jamea M. Turner (did not go to Cal.)j lieofeimnts. Thoraaa 
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For names of all memters of the regiment, officers 
and privates, with biographical notices of many, I re- 
fer the reader to the Pioneer Kegister at the end of 
this and the preceding volumes. Five or six of the 
ofEcers were of the regular army and graduates of 
West Point. The regiment was almost exclusively 
made up of young unmarried men, many of whom 
were minors. The leading motive for enlistment was 
the immigrant's hope to better his condition in a new 
country; many were attracted solely by a love of ad- 
venture, and but for the ice would as readily have 
gone to the north pole; while others had records, as- 
sociations, and debts, from which they were willing to 
run away. Captain Steele's company, if we may 
credit the Herald of the time, was composed of tem- 
perance men. Mechanics were most numerous, includ- 
ing thirteen printers; and there were also clerks and 
farmers. Many were men of good education, family, 
and prospects. Says Walter Murray: *'There were 

E. Ketchumf Henry 0, Mateell, and E. Oonld Bulfum; acrgeonta, Charles 
Bichardson, James G. Deimiston, and *John WUt» 

Co. C. Capt. John E- Brackett; Ueutenants, Tberon R. Per Lee, Thomas 
J. Koach, Chaa C- Ander&on, Wm K. Tremmels (not In Cal.), and 'Geo. D. 
Brewertonj aergeanta, Edmund P. Crosby, Wm Johnaon, and "Geo. BobinBon* 

Co, D — ^manj of its merabera from Philadelphia. Capt. Henry M. Kflg- 
lee; lieutenanta, Geo. A. PendJeton, Hiram W. Theall, and Joseph C. Morc- 
liead; Bergeante, Heniy J. Wilson, Aaron Lyons, and Wm Roach. 

Go. E. Capt. Nelson Taylor; lieutenants, Edward Williams, Wm E. 
Cutrell, and Thomas L. Vermeule; sergeants, John M. O'Neill, Honry S. Mor- 
ton, and Abraham van Riper, 

Co. F. Capt. Francis J. Lippitt; lieutenants, Henry S. Carnes, Wm. JT. 
Weirick, John M. Haddart, and Meremiah Sherwood; sergeants^ James 
Mulvey, James Queen, John C. Pulia, and *Thoma8 Hipwood; chaplain, T. 
M. Leavenworth. 

Co. G. Capt. Matthew B. Stevenson (son of the colonel); lieutenants, 
Jolin McH. Hollingsworth, Jeremiah Sherwood, •Wm W. Weirick, and 
*Wm H, Smith; sergeants, John Connell, Geo. Jackson, Goo. Robinsorij 
Walter Taylor, and Wia B, Traverg. 

Co. H— raised at Albany, H", Yh Capt. John B. Frisbie,' lieutenants, 
Edward Gilbert and John S. Day; eergeanta, Eleazar Friabie, Wm Grow, 
Henry A. Selioolcraft, and Jamea Winne. 

Co. I — raised at Bath, N- Y. Capt Wm B. Shannon; lieutenants, Pal- 
mer B. Hewlett^ Henry Kagee, Win H. Smith, and *John McH, Hollings- 
worth; sergifants, Joshua S. Vincent, Joseph Evana^ and Joseph B. Logan. 

Co. K. — raised at Norwich, N. Y- Capt. Kimball H. Dimmick; lieuten- 
antH, John 8. Norria, Geo. C, Hubbard, Eoderick M. Morrison, "Theron R. 
Per Lee, and *Goo. D. Brewerton; sergeant, Jackson Sellers. 

The names marked with a • are tliose of officers transferred to other com- 
panies, on the rolls of which they also appear. 
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men of pretty mucK every class except the most opu- 
lent ; a large proportion of steady mechanics of all trades, 
with a smart sprinkling of the b'hoys of New York 
City, and not a few intemperates and ne'er-do-wells."" 
This rough element was strong enough to give the 
regiment a bad name in some respects, as wo shall see. 
Some of the volunteers achieved later notoriety as 
criminals, ending their career in prison or on the gal- 
lows; while others could never so far forget their 
early training as to devote themselves to any other 
industry than the vicious one of machine polities in 
its diflFerent branches. Yet there can be no doubt 
that the standard of character and ability was much 
higher than in most volunteer regiments of this or 
any other period. An extraordinary number, both 
of officers and men, reached in their western home 
and elsewhere enviable positions in military and po- 
litical life: as lawyers, judges, and merchants; asmen 
of wealth and local influence. And a majority of the 
rest may point with pride to their humbler record as 
respectable law-abiding citizens. Without indorsing 
current declarations to the efieet that ''patriotism was 
the ruling motive of these brave men," we may sup- 
pose that under circumstances demanding such quali- 
ties they would have been as brave and patriotic as 
other men. 

With military drill and discipline at the island 
camp, where the regiment remained nearly two months, 

^ Narrative of a California Volunteer, by Hon. Walter Murray, MS., 212 
p. The author was a private of Co. A, detailed as cook during the encamp- 
ment &t Goveraor^a iBland, and in later years a prominent citizen of Califor- 
nia His narrative ia hj far the most complete extant on the enlistmentf en- 
campment in N. Y. , voyage of the Loo Choo, and experience of his own and 
the other companies tiiateerved at StalUrbara and in Lower Cal/fomia. Un- 
fortnoately — thoogh this does not much impair its va,lue so far as regimental 
annalfl are concerned— the MS, terminates abruptly before the return of the 
writer to Alta California. John B. Friabie'a Rf-minittcence-^tj MS., written in 
JMexico, 1884, contains some detaib about the history o! the regiment. 

Another original HS- in my possession is Capt. Albert G. Brnckett's 
Sketch of 1^ liniment JVew York VolarU^eTa. It is a carefully prepared ac- 
count en r^samfi of the organization and achlevementa of the regiment, none 
the less creditable to the author from the fact that it is less complete than 
Clark's work published several years after thia MS. ■wxta furnished for tny use. 
The author is, I think, a son of Capt. Brackett of Co. C, 
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reality began to take the place of romance id the 
minds of many volunteera. Many ran away, and 
more escaped the service, more or less reluctantly, by 
the aid of their parents, armed with writs of habeas 
corpus, designated at the time as writs of 'non-Califor- 
nium' by newspaper writers and others who were 
wont to refer flippantly to the 'baby regiment.' There 
were the usual ludicrous happenings in connection 
with the work of transforming raw recruits into sol- 
diers; as when a sentinel, after repeated instructions 
that no one must be allowed to pass without the 
countersign, hailed the nest comer with the conven- 
tional *' Who goes there?" "A friend/' was the reply. 
*'Then say 'Newport/ or TU shoot;" or when an- 
other guard started to chase a man who had eluded 
his vigilance, all the volunteers in sight following the 
two at full speed in their eagerness to bet on the re- 
sult of the race, Murray also notes the disastrous 
effects of the coffee and other rations concocted by 
himself and other cooks of like inexperience. Be- 
cause of political opposition to the project of sending 
out this body of warrior-colonists, and for lack of the 
excitement and solemnity sometimes arising on such 
occasions from prospective danger and bloodshed, 
Stevenson's regiment had to endure somewhat more 
than its due share of ridicule; but this did no harm, 
and the places of those that left the ranks were filled 
without much difficulty.^ 

Among those remaining as well as those who re- 
tired there were causes of dissatisfaction more or less 
serious. Recruiting officers had talked of land grants 
in California, and the men, when their first enthu- 
siasm had cooled, realized that the government, to 
say nothing of lands, had not even bound itself to 
carry them to California at all. Then they were 

' Besides the narrativea already cited, the best authorities on the experience 
at Governor's laland axe articles in various newspapers of the time, many of 
which I find reproduced or quoted in NUea* Begieter, vol. Ux.-i. , paaaim. The 
JV, y. Herald of Aug. 10 and Sept, 6, 1846, gave to its readers pictures of the 
encampment. 
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legally entitled, under the laws of New York, tu 
choose their own company officers; but in Tew cases, 
if any, were they really permitted to do so. Again, 
the prices charged for articles of clothing were deemed 
excessive, so much so that several companies refused 
to receive these articles on their pay account, being 
confined in consequence for insubordination. Some- 
what serious disturbances were reported in the news- 
papers, and on one occasion at least the regular troops 
were called out to quell disorders,^ 

Late in August three stanch ships were chartered 
for $65,000 — a reasonable rate, as even the news- 
papers admitted, though they did not fail to note a 
willingness on the part of certain friends of the ad- 
ministration to furnish inferior vessels at double the 
price — to carry the regiment round the Horn to the 
Pacific coast; and on board was placed a large and 
well chosen assortment of arms, munitions, and im- 
plements for war or peace. Instructions from the 
war department to Colonel Stevenson were dated 
September Uth. The regiment was to be a part of 
the force under General Kearny; but as the latter 
might not arrive so soon as the volunteers, the colonel 
might for a time find himself in chief command of the 

. * * On the 18th the regiment waa marched to the guard-houBe to receive 
their bounty money previous to embarking. The men of Co. C — the first com- 
pany marched up — refusing to pay the prices chaiged for their clothings viz. i 
|5 for jackets, ^ for panta, and |1.50 for caps. They were willing to pay a. 
fair price^ but were confined for insubordination. Co. A then came up, and 
refused. They were marched back to their quarters and confined to their 
tents. Col Bankhead, finding the refusal general, told them they would be 
compelled to embark without their pay — which they preferred to taking 
the clothing at the prices charged.* }^U€S* Beg,, Lui. 57. * The uniform of 
the regiment^ which will soon be completed, designed by Major Hardie, is 
very neat and serviceable; pantaloons of dark mixed gray with scarlet strip 
or cord up the seam of tbe leg, blue coats with scarlet trimmings, a new style 
of French cap, very becoming; the first dress parade will take place oext 
Sunday.' N. F. Herald^ Aug. 3, 1846. See also extracts from the Union^ 
U. S. GhsKtte, and Tribute, in Niks' Reg., Ixad. 386, 402. at is lively that 
some of the young men who expected to enjoy the '* largest liberty " nnder 
the rule of such a colonel, and the moat lawless license in the El Dorado 
they seek, will find themselves under restraints which they neither antici- 
pated nor desired.' N. Y. Com. Advocate., ia/rf,, 20. * We near that a sort 
of court-martiai was held on Governor's Island yesterday, and the ringleader 
in the recent kick-up there among Col Stevenson's volunteers was convicted 
of mutiny and ordered to be shot I Trihuti^^ in Id., Ixx. 402. 
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land forces. " It is not expected that you will be 
able to advance far into the country; nor is it advis- 
able for you to undertake any hazardous enterprises. 
Until you shall fall under the command of Greneral 
Kearny, your force will be mostly if not wholly em- 
ployed in seizing and holding important possessions on 
the sea-coast;" but ''where a place is taken by the 
joint action of the naval and land force, the naval 
oiBcer in command, if superior in rank to yourself, 
will be entitled to make arrangements for the civil 
government of it while it is hold by the cooperation 
of both branches;" so that Stevenson's chance to be 
for a brief time military governor of California waw 
very slight. Instructions to Kearny and the naval 
commanders were enclosed to him, as were his to the 
others; but as the military occupation was completed 
and Kearny was on the ground long before the volun- 
teers arrived, the policy as well as the facts of mili- 
tary occupation being moreover well known to the 
reader, there is no need of entering more fully into 
the details of this document.^'' 

But while ships were ready and instructions signed 
there were yet vexatious delays of departure resulting 
from complications between the colonel and his enemies. 
It is not easy or very important to determine the 
merits or even the exact nature of the complications 
referred to, whieli are but vaguely recorded in papers 
of the time. The colonel's own veraion, as presented 
by Lancey, is in substance as follows : Thomas J. Suth- 
erland, a military adventurer, being refused a position 
on the staff, used insolent and threatening language, 
and was ordered out of the tent and off the camp- 
ground. In his anger he devoted himself to plots of 
vengeance, and some fifteen days before the time set 
for sailing Stevenson received a warning through the 
war department of prospective attempts to prevent 
his departure, and to make a certain captain, Shannon 
or Naglee, I suppose, colonel in his place. Presently, 

^"Sept. 11, 1848, Ben. Marcy to Stevenson. Cfftffi' Conqm^, 248-50. 



STEVENSON'S TROUBLES, ^09 

through a friend in the sheriffs office, there came more 
information, to the effect that seventy or eighty men 
who had joined the regiment, but had been unable at 
the la^t to pass the medical examination, had been in- 
duced to bring suit for false imprisonment, claiming 
damages to the amount of $80,000. Writs of attach- 
ment were made out and were to be served on the day 
of sailing; but thanks to the warning, Stevenson was 
able to baffle the efforts of his foes and to escape the 
sheriff's posse," There is no good reason to question 
the general accuracy of this testimony, though there is 
room for suspicion that it does not include quite the 
whole truths that the suits for false imprisonment were 
not the only ones pending, and that all opposition to 
the gallant colonel did not proceed from the plots of 
the disappointed Sutherland. The evidence extant is 
for the most part vague, and it may involve nothing 
more discreditable to Stevenson's reputation than the 
fact that the class of metropolitan politicians which 
he represented was not — in 1846 — regarded as merit- 
ing unqualified praise. I append some extracts which 
will illustrate the spirit of the time, showing what 

''Lftucey, in Clark's First Beg,, 55, etc- Embarking the troops in great 
h^te, Col S. gave orders that nooDQ should be permitted to board or leave tJie 
vessel without hia written permisaion; and men were stationed at different 
pointa with 32-pound shot to sink any boat that might persist in making fast 
Several attempts were made by officers of the law to reach tbecolonel by aend- 
ing false mensagesor false names, and by otlier devices; and once the heavy shot 
was dropped alarmingly near a boat belonging to the foe. At midnight the colo 
nel with an escort armed to the teeth found hia way with muffled oars to hold 
a parting interview with hia three motherless daughters in Brooklyn. For 
two days after the forces embarked a strict guard was kept up. The guns 
were manned, loaded with grape and cajiisterf and kept reaay for instant 
service, S. explained to a few truaty friends * that he intended to resist ar- 
rest at all hazards, even if the sheriff's boat had to be blown out of the water' ! 
The pilot of an approaching steamer was ^veniive seconds to back off, or 
be a dead man, and he chose to save his bfe. And finally, as the dag-ship 
was towed out to eea^ another steamer bearing the sheriiTa posse left the 
wharf in pureuit, but was distanced in the race. About five milen out the 
colonel made a parting visit to the other two ships; and on the Susan Drete, 
'did not notice the extended hand' of the captain who had plotted against 
him and who was to have been make colonel. ' When, however, this gentle- 
man placed hifl hand in his. Col S. looked him steadily in the eye. The of- 
ficer at that glance flushed guiltily, and knew then that the colonel was 
aware of his perfidy toward him. Slowly the checkmated villain withdrew 
his hand and slunk away ' ] 
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was thought and said of the volunteers and their com- 
mander,^* 

The departure from New York was on the 26th of 

^^In his speech of July 27th in coogreaBi AshmnD saya of the SteveDson 
letter; ' It is oddressed^ — oot to an officer of the army whose ha-bits aud educa- 
tion fit him for mere military service of the ordioary bind — not to a man who has 
been diatingiiished by any pubhc service in the field — but a mere political 
adventurer, who is only known to the world tts a partisan from the neighbor- 
hood of the Five Points, and the region where the Empire Club holds Bway, 
and where the doctrine that *'to the victors belong the spoils "ia acknowl> 
edged and practised.' Coit^. Olobe, 1845-6, app. 809. There was some jeal- 
ousy on the part of other volunteer orgajiizatious for favors shown to this regi- 
ment, especially as a son of See. MaTcy was to go as paymaster* MechtmW 
Journal^ in J^'ik»' Btg., Inc. 344. 'For ourselves, we have never believed 
that this expedition would sail under the command of J. D. Sterensoit; aud 
warrant for such an opinion may be found in the well knuwn Glentworth 
af&ir. A man who has ever found it necessary to be an alias should never 
be intrusted with a military command, or made the associate and companiou 
of gentlemen. How Qov. Marcy can justify it to his conscience and to the 
country for having recommended Stevenson for this highly important com- 
mand we cannot conjecture.* N. Y. Coiirkr and Enguirerj in ld.f 416. The 
same paper prints some of Sutherland's charges, in substance as follows: 1st, 
forcing the men to purchase unsuitable ctothlna; at exceasive prices, his son- 
iU'law being the pretended contraotor. 2d, fiusety reporting company rollg 
as complete, in order to obtain commissions for incompetent favorites. 3d, 
using hifi infiuence to exclude men of capacity and experience (that is^ Snth- 
cT^land himself !), and accepting only men who would become his ' suppliant 
underJingH.* 4Ui, declaring hia intention to run away from hia government 
convoy, and not to obey the president's orders in CaL I And 5t£, duplicity 
practised on president, governor, and others, 'unbecoming an officer and a 
aoldier,* In the S. I''. Cali/ornianj Oct. 6, 1847, is an extract from the 2^, Y. 
EiimreM on statements in the iegisUtore on the clothing swindles. * The diffi- 
culties are not yet ended. The colonel has chartered four vessels, but as 
things look noWr one will be amply anfficient, unless he sails very soon. The 
circuit court is crowded this morning with the parties and wituesaes to a case 
of habeas corpus, which is to test the legality imd validi-t^ of Col Stevenson's 
commiBsion, Gen. Sutherland continues to be the active insbTiniMit of oppo- 
sition, and will perhaps succeed in breabingnp the enterprise. If he does not, 
it will fall to pieces of itself, moat likelj^. Di either case, a partisan of IJie 
govt has been liberally rewBjded, and it is "all right,*'* North AmfHca^n, in 
Ai'fea' H^^t \xxL 30. ' Col Jonathaa D. Stevenson — a motion was yesterday 
made for the appointment of a receiver of the property and c£Eects of this gentle- 
man, upon a creditor's bill filed against him, in which N, Dane Elliugwood 
was complainant. The motion was granted. Will oot this stop his supplieij 
from the government I Ho is also under bail, which was put in upon his ar- 
rest under a writ of ne exeat to stay within the jurisdiction of the court' JV. 
Y. Tribune, in Id.j 57. ' The Cal. expedition is off at last, shorn somewhat 
of Its numeric force, as it haa long been alnjost wholly of its mco-aL Its de- 
pai^re has been signalized by a prolongation of tfaat unhappy compound, 
made up almost equally of misfortune and miscouduct, which has attended it 
from the beginning; and it requires no very abiding or eu^rstitioUB faith in 
omens to believe that the issue will be uselesa ana inglonoiu in strict con- 
formity with the inception and progress.' ' Wo put on record at this time 
our unhesitating confidence that as a specimen of utter hopeless failure this 
Cal. expedition will stand without a superior, perhaps without an equal, in the 
annals of any nation^ 1 Com, Advertuer^ Sept. 23, 1346, in Id., 68, More of 
the EUingwood suit in Nov. Gazette and lHme>i. in fd. , 146. 
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September. Each of the three transports carried three 
complete compauies and part of another, Company E 
being the one that was divided. The Thm)ias H. 
PerkinSf 697 tons, under Captain James P. Arthcr, 
well known in California, bearing the commander's 
peuant, carried companies B, F, and G, with Colonel 
Stevenson, Surgeon Pen'y,and Quartermaster Eolaom, 
The Loo Choo^ 639 tons, James B, Hatch master, and 
also familiar with the western coast, carried companies 
A, C, and K, under the command of Major Hardie, 
having also on board Assistant-surgeon Parker and 
Chaplain Leavenworth, The Susan Drew, 701 tons, 
Putman master, carried companies D, I, and H, under 
the command of Lieutenant-colonel Burton, with Com- 
misary Marcy and Assistant-surgeon Murray- All 
the fleet was under the convoy of the U. S. sloop-of-war 
Preble. So sudden was the departure, for reasons 
that have been given, that over forty men and offi- 
cerSj including Captain Taylor and lieutenants Ver- 
meuleand Penrose, were left behind. These men were 
despatched on November 13th on the Brutus, Adams 
master, under Captain Taylor. Subsequently two 
hundred recruits were raised by the efforts of Captain 
Turner, who had returned from Rio Janeiro. Half of 
this force sailed on the Isabella, Briggs master, from 
Philadelphia, under Lieutenant Thomas J. Roach; 
and the other half on the Sweden, Knott master, from 
New York, under Lieutenant Thomas E. Ketchum — 
all in August 1847, 

The voyage of all the transports was a most un- 
eventful one. On the Perhins it is related that Cap- 
tain Arthur had laid in a store of poultry as a con- 
sideration of being permitted to join the officers' mess, 
but subsequently changed his mind with a view to 
sell his chickens. The officers refused to purchase, 
but the men were not averse to stealing, and the cap- 
tain's speculation was not a profitable one. Not 
many of the volunteers were able to resist soa-sick- 
ness, which kept the colonel for several days in his 
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state-room, and left him "but the ghost of his former 
self/' and so weak that for a long time he had to be 
supported by two soldiers; but the weakness was of 
the body and not of the spirit, if we are to judge by 
Stevenson's own account of his methods in enforcing 
discipline and quelling incipient mutiny,*^ During 
the last week of November all the ships were together 
at Rio Janeiro, where certain complications between 
the United States minister and the Brazilian goveru- 
ment afforded the warlike colonel and his men an op- 
portunity to show their patriotic enthusiasm. They 
even had the honor of adding something to the diplo- 
matic difficulties. To the quartermaster-sergeants 
wife had been born on the Perkins a daughter, and at 
her christening as Alta California Harris, Minister 
Wise indulged in some comparisons between the event 
and the recent christening of a '^royal bantling of the 
Bra^iilian nation/^ For this patriotic pleasantry the 
government was thought to be contemplating an order 
that every American vessel must quit the pori No 
such order, however^ was issued, and consequently 
the New York volunteers did not appear with fixed 
bayonets in the streets of Rio, All sailed again at 
the end of November, and proceeded on their unevent- 
ful way round Cape Horn, Murray describes the 

^^ A sergeant in traDsmitting orders to his deUchmetit said: 'I have giveu 
yon the order, and I don't care a damn whether you obey it or not." Tor thia 
tbo colonel reduced him to the ranks, and set liim to cleaning t}LO ship. For 
refusing to perform this duty he was triced up by the thumbs and wrists. 
This caused diacoutent, *until at length, seeking to frighten Col S- into re- 
lasina hia seTerity, Capt. Folaom, who had before presumed on his superior's 
friendship, entered his cabin, and in rather an insolent manner said to him: 
"Col S., do you know that there wilJ be a mutifiy on this vessel this after- 
noon?" "No» sir,'* replied Col S-, "but I do know that there will not be a 
mntiny. And farther^ Capt. F-, you know that I sleep over 900 tons of gun- 
powder, but you do not know, sir, that I have a train laid from that powder 
to mybertk" *'What?" stammered the captain. "Col S., you HUrely do 
not mean to say— ''^ '* Yes, eir, I do; and you can rest assured that before I 
will suffer the command of this vessel to pass from me there will not be a 
plank left for a eouL on board to c^ing to; aud now, sir, let the mutiny pro- 
ceed'* I Pale as a spectre, and with eyes fairly emerciug from their sockets, 
the thoroughly alarmed officer hastily excused himself aad hurried forward, 
where he no doubt impajted the fearfnl threat,* What alight traces of mu- 
tiny still remained disappeared after tho colonel had promptly knocked down 
a soldier who spoke disrespectfully of his authority. Lance^t 03-4. 
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voyage of the Loo Choo^ but his narrative contains 
nothing calling for notice, unless it be the drowning 
of a sailor near the cape, the death of Lieutenant Trem- 
mels in a fit of apoplexy, caused by the excitement of 
the accident, and a narrow escape from grounding in 
entering Valparaiso, where this craft and the Drew 
arrived in January 1847, the other transport not en- 
tering any port between Rio and San Francisco. 

The Perhins was first to reach San Francisco, where 
she landed the first detachment of volunteers the 6th 
of March, 1847- Next to arrive was the Dretv^ on 
the 19th; while the Loo Choo, which had been first at 
Rio and at Valparaiso, was delayed by a calm in the 
tropics, and did not anchor at Yerba Buena till March 
26th. The Brutus^ bringing the men who had been 
left behind, without having touched at any port after 
leaving New York, arrived on April 18th; and the 
next day the convoy Preble came into port, having 
touched at Callao," As offensive military operations 
were at an end, and General Kearny was at Monterey, 
it only remained to put the regiment at his disposal 
for garrison duty. Companies H and K were sta- 
tioned at the San Francisco presidio, under Major 
Hardie as commandant of the post, with Captain Fol- 
som and Dr Parker; and here these companies re- 
mained to the end of their service, except that Com- 
pany H exchanged posts with the Sonoma company for 
a short time in August 1848- Companies A, B, and 
F were assigned to Santa Bdrbara, under the command 
ofLieutenant-colonelBurtonjwith Surgeon Perry; and 

^'The dates of arrival are given in the ^S*, F. Cat. Star, March 13, 27, 
April 24, 1847. In Larhin's Doc., MS., iv. 33, I have a letter of CapL 
Arther of the Perhn^t dated March 6thj the date of arrival. Stevenson de- 
sired Arther to carry hia troops to Monterey, but the captain refused, de- 
manding $5,000 for the trip, or later $3,000> He published a defence of his 
action in the Siar, where some unfavorable criticism had appeared, Murray, 
Narr.t 55-6, says the first comers told those who arrived later a dismal 
atory of the country, the climate, and the prospectivo dog's-life before the 
voluHteers. Alfred A. Greenes Life and Adventures of a *^7er, MS., may 
be noticed here as containing a brief narrative of tbo voyage, which is alluded 
to in few words by several members of the regiment who have given me their 
reminiscences. The Isahdla and Siceden, with two hundred recruits, ar 
rived at Monterey in February of the next year. 
Hist. Cal., Vol. V. 33 
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they sailed on March 31st in the Moscow, landing the 
8th of April. Company F remained at Santa Bar- 
bara during the whole term of its service; but A and 
E sailed for La Paz the 4th of July, leaving Captain 
Lippitt in command of the post. Companies D, E, 
G, and I left San Francisco in the Lexington April 
3d for Montei^ey. Company D engaged in some ex- 
peditions in pursuit of Indian horse- thieves, and the 
5th of March, 1848, sailed for La Paz in the Isabella^ 
with the recruits that had come on that vessel. Com- 
panies E and G left Monterey in the Lexington May 
5th, and served as a garrison at Los Angeles from the 
yth to the time of their discharge, Colonel Stevenson 
being commandant of the post and of the southern 
district. Company I remained at the capital till 
December 28th, then going to garrison San Diego in 
place of the Mormons, the post being from that time 
under the command of Captain Shannon. Finally 
Company C left San Francisco in April, and was sta- 
tioned at Sonoma under Captain Brackett. A de- 
tachment of twenty-five men were sent to garrison 
Sutter's Fort from June to September, under Lieuten- 
ant Anderson, In May 1848 the company was or- 
dered to Lower California, but was sent back to 
Sonoma from Monterey; and on August 5th it went 
to San Francisco, being replaced on the northern 
frontier by Frisbie'a men of Company H»^ 

After the arrival of the volunteers and their distri- 
bution to the different garrisons, there is but little to 
be added to regimental annals but the record of dis- 
bandment. The men performed their military duties 
well enough, though at several points there were com- 
plaints of disorderly conduct on the part of the rougher 
element; but their real achievements, as wisely in- 

^^ The diatribution ia givon m dari^a First Regimefit; in Bracke£t*3 Shetch, 
MS.; in the 5. F. Califomian oi April lOj 1847; and scattered itema are found 
in many different accounta, wLiuh there ia no need to apecify, since Clark's 
work ia entirely aatiafactory. The eervices of Naglee's company, aa mounted 
men, againat the Indiana, are mentioned in Mason^s reports of June 18th and 
Oat 7th, Cal and JV. Mex., Mess, and Doc., I860, p, 312, 355. 
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tended by the government from the first, were not as 
soldiers, but as settlers and citizens of a new country, 
under circumstances in some respects more wonder- 
fully favorable than had been dreamed by the youth- 
ful adventurers in New York, Petty happenings of 
garrison life — though fully related by Murray for 
Santa Barbara, and less completely elsewhere by 
other writers — do not belong to the history of the 
regiment, but to local annala of the garrison towns, 
not very exciting even when eked out with occur- 
reiices not military in their nature. An accidental 
explosion at Los Angeles on the 9th of December, 
1847, by which several men were killed and others in- 
jured, was perhaps the most notable event in this con- 
nection. The companies that were sent south saw 
some actual service in, the peninsula, losing two men 
in battle, but their experience belongs to another part 
of my work." 

The volunteers had enlisted ^for the war,' and 
accordingly, on receipt of news that the war had been 
ended by the treaty of May 30th, orders were issued 
by Governor Mason for the mustering-out of the 
regiment. This was on August 7, 1848. On the 
15th Lieutenant Hardie of the 3d artillery — major of 
the regiment, who now resumed his position in the 
regular army, but retaining command of the post — 
mustered out companies C and K at San Francisco, 
and Company H on the 25th as soon as it arrived from 
Sonoma. Captain A. J. Smith of the 1st dragoons 
mustered out Company F at Santa Barbara the 8th of 
September, the staff companies E and Gr at Los 
Angeles on the 18th, and Company I at San Diego on 
the 25th. The remaining companies, A, B, and D, 
on their arrival from Lower California, were mustered 
out by Captain Burton of the 3d artillery, late lieuten- 
ant-colonel of the volunteers, at Monterey on October 
23d and 24th» The field-officers were mustered out 

'^ See Hist. North Mex. Stales, ii. , this aeriea. Theae companies returned 
in the Ohio, arriving at Monterey Oct, 14, 1848. 
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by Captain Burton at Monterey the 26th of October, 
In his report of December 27th to the war depart- 
ment, giving details of the disbandment, Grovernor 
Mason wrote in comphnientary terms of Stevenson, 
Burton, and Hardie, and of the faithful and efficient 
service each had rendered in his district, extending 
the praise also to subaltern officers and soldiers- I 
append in a note some items of interest on the dis- 
bandment, gleaned from the official documents. ^"^ 

^'CW. ft?td JV. Mex.t Mejis. and Doc, 1S50, containiDg all the correapond- 
enoe. Sept. 18, 1S47, bad condact of Lippitt's man at Sta B^bara^ Maaoi:'^ 
report, p. 335> Nov, llth| ^Lieut Burton reporta trnicli inaubordination, and 
that the company officers havelittloor no control overthcirmcn, A similar 
state of thinga exista among aome of the companies in Tipper Cal.' p. 422. 
Jnne 17, 184^^ Brackett a company et Sonoma reduced from 60 to 2^ men 
by deaertiona for the gold-fielda. p. 621-3. Aug. 7th, Lieut W. T. Sherman 
(a. a, u. general) to Maj. Hardie, Order to discharge the volunteers at S. F, 
Maj. Eich, the U. 8. paymaster, is expected on the Olga to pay off the 
men, but they must he discharged and wait for pay if he does not arrive, p, 
633. Aug. 7th, Id, to comandante at 8- JoaiJ, to proceed vith detachment to 
S. F. for diacliarge. This ia the only record I Hud of sach a detachment, p. 
633. Aug. 1 1th, Sherman to Capt, A. J. Smith, who zs to go south on the 
Amt<i. to disdiajge tho southern companiea. Unacrriceablo property waa t« 
be sold at anction, ^Aa many citizens may feel inaecure in consequence of the 
withdrawal of all militai^ force^ you are authorized to leave with tho alcalde 
or other trusty citizen a few arms and aomo ammnnitiort, taking his receipt 
for the same. Thearmswill be delivered out of those which were taken from 
the citizens of Cal. during the past war, and may be distributed to persons 
who can be tru&ted, who stand in need of such protection," p, 637-8- Aug. 
16th, Sherman to Quartermaster Folsom at S. F. Volunteers to be paid ac- 
cording to laws of congress and instructiona of tho war dept. Gov, M. *is 
not aware of any law that entittca officers of this regiment to mileage, or any 
other allowance, to the place of enrolment.' p. 638. -^"^Z' ^^^^^ ^d- to Pay- 
maater Rich at S. F. He is to go south on the Anita, after turning over to 
Maj. Hardie money to pay the S. F. voZunttiei"3 lately muatered out p. 639» 
Aug. 20th, Stevenson to Mason, An appeal that the volunteers in the south 
bo permitted to retain their arms* and to have \o daya* rations. Otherwise 
they will be left in a bad conditioti, with scanty meana to reach the mines. 
The Mormons were allowed to retain their arms, and were furnished transpor- 
tation to Salt Lake, for less service than that of the N. Y. volunteers; and 
Gen, Kearny had assured S. that like favora should be ahown to Stevenson's 
men. p. 644^. Aug. 26th, Sherman in reply for Mason declines to permit 
the retention of arraa. The Mormons kept theirs by a special agreement at 
tho time of enlistment; Gen. Kearny left no instructions on the subject, or 
record of his promise; and moreover, it would be unwise to leave U. S. guna 
of late patterns in tho hands of private individuals, because in such case it 
would be impossible to distinguish these arms from those improperly acguired. 
But as to rations, if Maj. Kich decides against allowing any travellmg ex- 
penses, provisions will be given for the journey to Monterey or S. F.; and 
women, sick men, etc., will be transported on tho Anita, p, 642, Aug. 21st, 
Sherman to Capt. Lippitt. The auction sale of provisions will pve the Sti 
Barbara men a chance to get supplies for their journey to the mines. S. to 
Hardie, permitting the issue of a certiheate of honorable diachargo. Id. to 
Id., about paying off the men. Rich not having arrived, p. 640, Aug. 25th, 
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Official statistics of the regiment as published in 
the government documents are as follows: Mustered 
in at New York in August 1846, 38 officers and 729 
men; joined later, 188 men; officers resigned, sis; 
men discharged, 136; died, 33; killed in action, two; 
killed by accident, seven; wounded by accident, two; 
deserted, 323; mustered out in California 1848, 39 
officers and 658 men. According to Clark's researches, 
nothing is known respecting the death or whereabouts 
if living of about four hundred and fifty of the men, 
Of the rest about one hundred and thirty were liv- 
ing in California as late as 1883, and about the same 
number had died in California before that date. On 
their discharge nearly all found their way as soon as 
possible to the gold mines, whence year by year such 
as did not die there scattered with and without gold 
over the Pacific territories. Their fate was far from 
being the disastrous one predicted by hostile news- 
papers at the start The volunteers performed well 
enough the duties assigned them as soldiers and set- 
tlers; and the result fairly justified the views of the 
administration that promoted the organization. The 
colonel, the oldest man in the regiment at starting, 
was still a resident and federal office-holder of San 
Francisco in 1885; while not a few other members of 

AnHa at Mont, , awaiting Rich. Aug. 28tb, Rich had arrived, aad had paid cff 
S. F. volunteers, p, 603-4, 643-4. Oct 0th, see. of war to Col Mason. Vol- 
unteere inaistiTig on returning to the U» S, might bo retained in tho service 
until an opportunity for retom occurred. If discharged in Cal., they will he 
entitled to 3 months^ extra pay. p. 25S. I find no other record about thia ex- 
tra pay, Dec, 27th, Maaon's report to sec, of war. 'About the time of the 
disbaDdisg of the three companies from L. Cal. at thia place [Monterey), 
some of the individaals of theae companiea committed gross acts of pillage 
upon public and private property, took forcible poaaesftion of a public ouild- 
ing belonging to the town aathoritics, which they ocyupied for eome days, 
aud wantonly injured to a considerable estent.' p. 649-63. March 3d, Ma- 
Bon writes that many of the volunteers had brought with them to Cal. arms 
and anmiunition, which they sold to Califomians. All that could be found 
were seized, to be returned after the war was over. p. 4S8. In the S. J. Pio' 
tieer of Nov. 21, 1877, is an account of the circumatancca attending the mus- 
tering-oot of the last companies at Monterey, and the men's departure for 
th« mines. The facts and dates of the diahandment are abo given in Glark*a 
J^rst Begiment, It appears that Lieut Sherwood, being absent on detached 
service at the mnstermg-oat of hia company, was not formally discHat^ed 
until 1873. 
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tte regiment held positions of honor in California and 
elsewhere.^" 

The first United States troops sent to California 
after the declaration of war against Mexico were 
companies C and K, first dragoons, marching from 
Santa Fe under General Kearny, and arriving in De- 
cember 1846. Next came the Mormon volunteer bat- 
talion, which, crossing the continent, forded the Colo- 
rado and entered California on January 10, 1847- 
The third detachment was an artillery company of 
the regular army, which came by sea later in January. 
Fourth was the regiment of New York volunteers, 
arriving by sea in March of the same year; and finally, 
at the end of 1848, there came overland from Chihua- 
hua four additional companies of dragoons under Ma- 
jor Graham, Three of the five bodies of troops have 
been noticed in this and earlier chapters; the other 
two, the artillery company and dragoon battalion, re- 
quire attention here. 

Company F third artillery was composed mainly of 
new recruits enlisted for a term of five years in Penn- 
sylvania and Maryland during the spring of 1846, 
About half the company were foreigners, chiefly Irish 
and German, It was organized and drilled at Fort 
McHenry, and thence transferred to Governor's Isl- 
and, its captain, Henry S. Burton, accepting a com- 
mand in the New York volunteers, and his place being 
taken by Captain Christopher Q. Tompkins. The 
first lieutenants were Edward 0. C. Ord and William 
T- Sherman; the second lieutenants, Lucien Loeser 
and Colville J. Minor. Dr James L. Ord, not of the 
army, served by contract as assistant surgeon; and 
Lieutenant Henry W. Halleck of the engineers ac- 

^^Statifltica m U. S. Govt Doc., Slert cong. lat Besa., H. Ex. Doc, 24, p, 
22*. In addition to anthoritiea OD Stevenaona rcffipient already mentioned, 
I might cite a long list of newspaper articles, cM^y in the form of aaniver- 
Baiy reunions, speeclies, and liats of BUrvivora; but these fumiBb. nothing in 
addition to what has been preaented^ except biographical material utilized 
elsewhere. 
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companied the detachment. The rank and file num- 
hevm 113 men.^^ General Scott's instructions to 
Tompkins were dated June 20, 1846;*" and on the 
14th of July the company embarked on the U. S. 
ship Lexington, commanded by Theodorus Bailey, the 
vessel carrying also a large supply of guna and mili- 
tary stores. The voyage was an uneventful one, with- 
out a single death or other casualty; and is well de- 
scribed, like the company's later experience, by General 
Sherman in his memoirs.^^ Touching at Kio Janeiro, 
doubling Cape Horn in October, and calling at Val- 
paraiso in November, the Lexington anchored at 
Monterey on January 28, 1847, after being driven up 
to the latitude of San Francisco, ^^ 

The artillerymen of Company F on landing at Mon- 
terey relieved the naval garrison under Maddox and 
Baldwin, took possession of the block-house on the 
hill and of the custom-house, soon building an ad- 
ditional fort, and some of the officers being quartered 
ac private houses in the town. Captain Tompkins 
resigned his place and went east on a sailing vessel in 

^ See aU the names in my Pioneer Register at the end of these volumes: 
A copy of the muster'roll has been famished me from Wnshington by 
Adj.-g«n. Ih C. Duncan. The roll contains 131 names; but as other authori- 
ties give the number at starting as 112 or 113inen and Sofficors, it is proba- 
ble that the others were later recruits. The names are given also by Kooser 
and Lancey, The non-commissioned offitiers were as follows: sergeants, 
Charles Layton, John E. iNohle^ Jamea H, Caraou, Harvey Maxim, Lewis 
Cnrman, and Patrick Hand; corporals, llichard H, Bell, Patrick Reid, Henry 
A. Hoffman, and Owen Leavy. 

^'*IuCtiU8'Conq.CQl,,2.'A-2. Similar in purport to inatmctiona to other 
officers already given. He was to cooperate with the naval officers, to take 
charge of ordnance and army stores, to erect and defend forts, etc. The 
artillerymen wore to be merely passengeja on the U. S. ship, except in case 
of action, when they were to render aid. 

^^ Memoirs of General William T. Shennan, By himself, N'ewYork, 1875, 
Svo, 2 vols. ' Chap. i. p. 1-60, is devoted to 'early recollectioos of California,' 
1847-8- The narrative is interesting a^d valuable, though in minor details 
the author is not always an accurate witness. 

^^Kooaer makes the i3ate of arrival Jan. 23(1, and Sherman Jan 26th; but 
I^ncey, Cruise of the Dale, 211 ot acq,, seems to be tho best authority, being 
an entry from his ori^nal diary. Lancey gives a good account of the com- 
pany's history, incladiag the substance of the accounts by Sherman and 
Kooser. Dr Ord, l^emin., MS., makes th.e date of arrival Jan. 27th. In the 
Monterey Califoniian, Jan. 28, 1847, it is stated that the Lexington * has just 
arrived.' See also 8. F. Calif, Feb. 6, 1847; S. F. Oed. Star, Pcb. 6, 1847. 
In NUes' Rtg.^ Ixsi. 146, is a letter from a member of the company at Bio, 
Sept. nth. 



520 COMPANY F, THIRD ARTILLBRY. 

May, Lieutenant Sherman acted at first as quarter- 
master and commissary, and later as assistant adjutant- 
general under Colonel Maaou, serving only for a very 
brief period as company officer. Lieutenant Minor 
died in August of a malignant disease brought from 
Manila on the Colum.htL% which also killed nine of the 
soldiers. Thus Ord and Loeser were chiefly in charge 
of the company, until the latter in the summer of 
1848 was sent east with despatches, and a little later, 
on the disbandment of Stevenson's regiment, Captain 
Burton resumed his original place in command of the 
company. Garrison life at Monterey, thougha feature 
in local annals of the town and in the personal remi- 
niscences of the company's members, had no salient 
points which can be brought out in the space at my 
command- Private Benjamin Kooser, who spent the 
rest of his life in California, being well known as edi- 
tor of several newspapers, wrote several interesting 
articles on the annals of the company.^ Sergeant 
Carson was another who gained some reputation as a 
writer in later years.^ Sherman, Ord, and Halleck 
acquired a great national reputation as military com- 
manders after having taken somewhat prominent 
parts in Californian affairs; and information about the 
more humble career of other officers and soldiers of 
Company F may be found in other parts of this work. 
The discovery of gold furnished an attraction more ir- 
resistible to the regulars than to the volunteers, because 
they could not like the latter look forward to an early 
discharge. Accordingly they took advantage of every 
favorable opportunity to desert for the mines. By the 
end of August there had been thirty -three desertions, 

** Kooser's Pioneer Sotdiers of California, published in the S. F. AUa, 1864, 
being then partly reproduced from the jfictn Andrtas Independent of an earlier 
date, and all reproduced in the;?. JoU Pioneer, Jan. 19, 1873. Seeabo TweMff 
Yeara Ago in Caly m S. R Bulletin^ 3 BJi. 31, lBffJ,SromihQStaOnizSeniind. 
The^ articlea contain names and reminiscencea of the writer ^s oomrade&T 4d 
of whom were known to Lave died before 1864, and 16 were known to be 
KviQg. 

'^'^ Carson's Early Becolkctityns o/ t/te MineSt Stockton^ 1352, b«mg the first 
bock printed at Stookton. 



DESERTI0N3-3URT0N*S COMPANY, 621 

and only about fifty men were on duty.^ The movement 

continued, though we have no further statistics, and 
in September Governor Mason began to grant fur- 
loughs for a few months to trustworthy soldiers who 
desired a few months of mining life. A few remained 
faithful to the end of their term in 1851, and some 
even reenlisted. After an absence in the Tulares and 
at San Diego, the company, renewed for the most 
part, served again at Monterey from 1852 to 1857, 
being then sent to Fort Yuma, where in 1864 one 
of the original members, William Rafter, still an- 
swered to the roU-calL^* 

A small company of volunteer cavalry was mus- 
tered into service at Monterey in April 1847, under 
the command of Lieutenant B, Burton, and rendered 
some service against the Indians with Naglee^s men 
during the rest of the year, being mustered out in 
December. ^^ The Huntress brought a detachment of 
recruits from New York in September 1848, of whom 
nothing is known, except that, according to Mason's 
report of November 24th, ''just so fast as they re- 
covered sufficiently from the scurvy to leave the hos- 
pital, they went off for the mines; and in December 
only twelve of the number remained on duty.^ The 
dragoons of Company C, under Captain Smith and 
Lieutenant Stoneman, including the members of the 
original Company K, numbered eighty-three men in 
August 1848, having lost none by desertion as long 
as they were kept on garrison duty in the south; but 
on being transferred to Saa Franciso and other north- 
ern points about this time, desertions began, as had 
been predicted,^ 

^ CaL atid N, Mex., M€&s. and Doc, 1S50, p. 603, 6i3. 

" KooBf>r'3 Pion, Sold, He givea a blank form of the first furlough granted 
Cy Mason. 

"tr. 8. Govt Doc., 31st cong. letsesa,, H. Ex. Doc, 24, p, 22 A; CaL and 
2^. Mex., Mees, aiid Doc., 1850, p. 355-^. 

"/rf., 648-9; S, Jos6 Pioneer, Nov. 21, 1877. 

^Cal. and N. Mex,, Mess, ^nd Doc., 1S50, p. 603, 633, 638, 642-3, 648. 
Kineteen men under Stonoman seat to S. F. iu Aug, Twelve desertioaa be- 
fore Nov, 24th, 
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After the war was ended in Mexico a battalion of 
dragoons marched from Coahuila in August 1848, by 
way of Chihuahua and Tucson, to CaUfornia. It con- 
sisted of companies A and E first dragoons, under 
Lieutenant Cave J- -Coutts and Captain Daniel H. 
Rucker, and companies D and E second dragoons, 
under lieutenants Reuben P. Campbell and Elias K, 
Kane, acting as captains. It was under the command 
of Brevet Major Lawrence P, Graham of the second 
dragoons, and numbered 275 men, besides 205 team- 
sters and other workmen enlisted for a year from July 
1st, or nearly 500 men in all. They left Chihuahua 
at the beginning of September, were at Tucson late in 
October, crossed the Colorado into California late in 
November, and arrived at Warner's rancho on Decem- 
ber 29th, The journey Is well described by Coutts in 
his diary, a copy of which is in my possession. It 
was attended by much toil and hardship, most of which, 
according to the writer, was due to the incompetence 
and drunkenness of the commander. Between him 
and the company officers, and among the latter, there 
was much dissension on the march and later. I have 
no space for the quarrels or for details of the march; 
and the Californian experience of this battalion docs 
not come within the limits of this volume. So late 
did the dragoons arrive that they had no opportunity 
even to desert for the mines before the end of the 
year; and I have not thought it best to include their 
names in my Pioneer Begiater. Major Graham was 
commandant in the south, and several of the officers 
were somewhat prominent In 1849; but, with the ex- 
ception of Colonel Coutts,^ who became a leading citi- 

^ Ccfidttt' Dirrrif of a March to Califorma in IS4S, MS. Copied in 1874 
from the original furnished by tho author. It includea some experiences of 
1849, among others the service of ConttH* company as escort to the boundary 
commLssioQ. Shermaji, Memoirs, L Gl, mentioos the arrival of Graham's 
battalion, a^ doea Gov. Mason in his report of Dec. 27th. Cal. and N. Mex., 
Mess, and Doc., 13S0, p, 649; also items relating to the dragoons in 1849, in 
Id. J 690-915, passim. In the report cited Mason says: *I was in hopes that 
the news of the discovery of tho gold mines in this conntry, together with its 
effects on the troops stationed here, would have reached the department before 
any more were ordered ont, for every day adds to my conviction that no eol- 
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zen of southern California, little is heard of officers or 
men in the country's later annals, 

dier should be sent to California for some yeara to come, urJcas congreHS pro- 
vide them pay bearing some proportion to the amount they can make in the 
country, and, at the aame time, devise some laws by which deaerters, and thoee 
who entice them away, employ them, and purchaae from tbcm their arms, 
accontrementSf clothing, and other public property, which they steal and 
carry off, can be more summarily and severely punished^ the present laws 
being entirely inadequate, as long experience has proved, Troopa are needed 
here, and greatly needed; bnt of what use is it to send them, with the positive 
certainty of their running off to the gold mines a3 soon aa tliey arrive, taking 
with them whatever public property they can lay their hands on T To arrest 
them is imposBible, as they receive every encoar^ement to desert and every 
facility to elude pursuit. I cannot but apprehend that Major Graham's men 
will desert nearly as fast as the horses recover strength to travel, for the 
wa^s in the country continue as extravagant as when 1 la^t wrote, and the 
gold mines hold out fully as tempting a prospect aa ever/ 
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The foreign male population not of Spanish blood 
has been given as 150 in 1830, 300 in 1835, 380 in 
1840, and 680 in 1845, This population — no longer 
foreign under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo — may 
be put at 4,200 in 1848, counting only persons whose 
names are known. New-comers of the last three years 
numbered 3,900, Of these 2,020 came as soldiers in 
the voluoteer or regular army; 120 in the navy, not 
including the muster-rolls of men-of-war, which would 
amount to several thousands; 360 were overland im- 
migrants; 320 came by sea, about half of them immi- 
grants proper; and of 1,080 it is not known how they 
came. Meanwhile departures and deaths as recorded 
numbered about 280, though there are at least twice as 
many of whose later presence there is no definite record, 
I suppose that the total population, including half- 
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breed children, was less than 7,000. I do not present 
separate lists of the pioneers for 1846-8, as I have 
done for earlier years, because they would be very 
long, and at the same time an unnecessary repetition 
of my Pioneer Register and Index, -which is completed 
in this volume, and contains in alphabetical arrange- 
ment all the names for these and other years. 
As pioneer records are somewhat less complete for 
this than for earlier periods, and as I am obliged to 
put this chapter in type before the completion of the 
register, the figures given here must be taken as ap- 
proximations only, though not misleading. 

My register of pioneers for the year 1846 contains in 
round numbers, not including mere visitors or the naval 
muster-rolls, as already explained, about 1,000 names. 
They may be roughly classified as follows: overland 
immigrants, not including females, 250; officers, dra- 
goons, and servants in General Kearny's escort from 
New Mexico, 120; or a total of 370 who came by 
land, 50 of which number entered California only to 
die in the snows of the Sierra or at the fight of San 
Pascual, Then there were about 230 men who came 
by sea, 100 or more of these belonging to the navy, 
and a hke number being the Mormon colony from 
New York, Finally, we have about 400 men whose 
presence is known but not the manner of their com- 
ing. These include 160 members of the California 
battalion, many of whose names should doubtless be 
added to the list of immigrants; 40 of Fauntleroy s 
dragoon volunteers, many of whom were sailors; 130 
men shown by the records to have been at some place 
in California; and 70 later residents whose arrival is 
somewhat definitely ascribed to this year. 

Early in the spring many foreigners, chiefly immi- 
grants of 1845, left California, some of them dissat- 
isfied with the country or its political condition, others 
not having come with an intention of remaining. 
One party of thirty or more went to Oregon, some 
names being known, but nothing respecting the organ- 
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ization or journey.^ There were also several small 
parties that came southward from Oregon, leaving 
but slight trace in the records beyond the names of a 
few members,^ The other departing company was 
that of Clyman, Hastings, and Hudspeth^ consisting 
of nineteen men, three women, and three children, 
starting over the mountains eastward late in April at 
about the same time as the others for Oregon. Hast- 
ings and Hudspeth were bent on exploration in be- 
half of new immigrations, as we shall presently see,^ 
The coming of Kearny and his dragoons from Kew 
Mexico has been sufficiently described elsewhere in 
this volume; and I find no trace this year of other 
immigrants by this route, or by any other land route 
than that of the Humboldt and Truckee. 

I have the names of about 200 male immigrants 
who came over the Sierra by the Truckee route, be- 
sides perhaps another hundred of those who proba- 
bly came that way, I do not suppose the total im- 
migration numbered much more than 500 men, women, 
and children; though the estimate has generally been 
higher. The general subject of overland immigra- 
tion for the year may be briefly disposed of, the ex- 

^The party included James Barretti Jarvis Bonney, Trunian Bonney, 
Julian Bradflhaw, Elijah Briatow, John Chamberiain, Win Dfxlson, Jones, 
It. C. Keyes, Abuer Frazer, Wni Frazer^ McDonald, H- O'Brien, Jamea 
Owens, John Owens, R. K. Payne, W, R, Roulette, Allen Sandera, Charles 
Sftvage^ Felix Scott, and E. F. Skinner; and alao probably many of tho fol- 
lowing: Martin Brown, M. Coleman, W, C, Cooper, C. Domte, Duncan, 
Hayes, Geo. Hibler, Hnet, A. Kinney, Lonoir. Thoa Owens, and Sipp; though 
some of these may have gone east instead of north. 

'June 26, 1846, a party of seven, including Wambough and Wood. N, 
Hdv, XHary, MS., 54. Chas E. Pick-ett was probably one of these men. 
It appears that the party waa attacked by the Eogue Biver Indians. A large 
party, includine many Canadians, left Or. together, bnt was soon divided 
into many smalleF ones. The smallest was that of Rich. C> Kirby and per- 
haps Alfred Baldwin, which followed that of W^mibough. Sta Cruz Co. 
Hist., 25. 

' Olyman^s Diary, MS., 5-6, 148, unfortunately ending with the departure 
from Cal. See also Doc. Hist CaL, MS,, iii. 122; S-alttr-Sufioi Corre^p., 
US., 34; N'. Helv. Diary, MS., 44. Boggs, Acrosf, the Plainn in '^, met 
Clyman^s party at Laramie, bat gives no particulars. Wm Sublette, Owen 
Sumner and family, Henry Owens, Clemens and family, Wilson and family, 
and Eeddick; also perhaps O. M. Smith, Ed Owen^ Isaac A. Flint, A. H. 
Crosby, M, B, Uhilders, and Benj. Carjienten 
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periences of one company only requiring extended 
notice. Several times in earlier years the same jour- 
ney had been made under similar circumstances, by 
the same route, with like motives, hardships^ and 
adventures, as recorded in earlier volumes of this 
history. Names of immigrants with brief biographic 
notices are given elsewhere in my Pioneer Register. 
Personal reminiscences of the long, dreary, and toil- 
some journey, admitting no profitable condensation, 
though fascinating in their details, are much too bulky 
for reproduction here. No two parties had exactly 
the same experiences, but the variations lose their 
life and interest when presented en resum^. Bryant 
and Thornton of the California and Oregon trains 
respectively have presented particulars in published 
diaries that leave but little to be desired/ 

From May to July some two thousand emigrants, 
with about 500 teams of oxen, mules, and horses, 
plodded their way over the plains between Indepen- 
dence, Laramie, and Bridger, From each of many 
towns or regions of the western states a small party 
under its own captain had found its way to the ren- 
dezvous on the Missouri. Here or out on the plains 
these parties met and travelled together in various 
combinatioQSj forming at different times one, two, or 
three great companies under regularly chosen chiefs, 
with minor detachments extending far to the rear or 
front. The principal families of each little party gen- 
erally but not always remained together to the end; 
but there were frequent transfers of miscellaneous 

' What I Saw in GaUforntti." Being the journal of g. tour, by Ihs iTrrm^igraTit 
r^ute and South Pasa of the Rochy Mouutait% across the conHnent of NoTth 
Aniencay the great desert basin, and through California, in the years IS^^, 
J847.. , By Edwin Bryanty late alcalde of St Fran^^^eo. N. Y,, 1848, 12mo» 
455 p., 2ii ed. There were six Americaii editions, an English, and two 
Flinch in 1848-9. This work haa been often cited in the preceding pa^ea, 
aud ia an excellent authority, not only on the overland jouraey, but on events 
in Cal. The anthorwent back with Gen. Keainy in the summer of 1847. 

Oregon and Ca^fomia in 1S48, By J. Quinn Thornton. N, Y,, IS49, 
I2oio, 2 vols. See Hist. Oregon, this series, for details respecting the author 
and his work. He gives, like Bryant, a diary of the overland journey from 
day to day. 
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members, and the party groupings were always chang- 
ing. Some of the parties, as distinguished by the 
names of their leaders, were those of Russell, West, 
Reed and Donner, Boggs, Gordon, Cooper, Dicken- 
son, Young, Craig and Stanly, Aram, Brown, Ritchie, 
Bryant and Jacob, Lippincott, Grayson, Graves, Har- 
lan, Breen and Murphy, and Dunleavy. I make no 
attempt to trace the complicated company changes, 
to condense the diaries, or to name the members of 
the different parties; but append some general notes 
on the subject/ Except in a few instances, there is 

*In Niles' Reg.^ Ixx. 128, 208, 211; IxxL 146, 151, are itema on the em- 
igrauts. Those bound for Ual. are estimated at 500 persons; 350 wore uuder 
Kusseira command at one time. In the Fort Bridger region great diaconteat 
was reported in. July. In Id., 32, ia mentioned a project to colonize 8, Diego 
with 500 or 1,000 emigrants to start from Ft Smith in ApriL For maiiy de- 
tails respecting the inunigration of this year, see Hist OregoUt i. 652 et aeq., 
thia series. Many biographic sketches in newspapers and connty histories 
afford items of iaformation about the companies. 

Bryant and Jacob from Kentucky were accompanied in the last stages of 
the journey by Wm H, Rusaell, Hirajn Miller, John C. Bnchanan, Wm H. 
Nuttall, James McClary, Brookey, and Brown. With mules and no wagons 
they left Bridger July 20th, took the route by the soutk of Salt Lake, 
reached the Humboldt Aug. Tth, ita aink the ll>th, Truckee Lake 25th, aud 
Johnson's rancho 30th, being the first party to arrive. Full details in Bri/- 
aat's IV hat I Saw. 

Col Ruaaell seems to have started with Thomas West, who like Russell 
was at one time captain of the united emigrants. West's party from Mis- 
souri included his four sons, and his son-in-law Thomas Campbell and fam- 
ily. B. S. Lippincott and party with 6 wagons seem also to have been with 
West during much of the journey. They had a fight with Indians oatbc 
Humboldt^ eneSallee being killed, and several wounded, including L. himself. 
West and Lippincott were perhaps the third party to cross the Sierra, the 
second being Craig and Stanly, who left Fort Hall July 23d, and wore over- 
taken by Bry^uit near the sink of the Humboldt Aug. 18th, being 12 or 15 
daya In advance of the other emigrants. 

Ex-ffov. L. W. Boggs from Missouri and party came by Fort Hall and the 
Humboldt, being in company with Thornton and the Oregon train much of 
the way. Wm M. Boggs was at one time captain of the company. He baa 

Sublished a narrative, entitled Across the Plains in '^, in Valistoga Tribmie, 
ct. 14-DeG. 21, 1871; but the names of only three families are known, those 
of A. J. Grayson, James Savage, and Wm Bryant. It appears that Gray- 
son at first had been at the head of a small party, the meml:iersof which had 
quajTclled with and left him. Apparently in company with Boggs over the 
mountains was the party of Elam Brown, aiso from Missouri, consisting of 14 
families and IC wagons. Adams, Allen, Stilwell, and Crowley are the names 
known, besides some who went to Oregon, They are said to have reached 
Johnson's on Oct. 10th. Cmtra Costa Co, Hist. , 519-22; Sta Cruz Co. Bist., 
27; 6", J. Pum., Jaji. 26» 1878, Thornton, L 181, represents the Brown and 
Allen party as having tried the Applegate cut-off to Or. Stephen Cooper's 
party, including the Carriger and Wardlow famihes, were also apparently in 
company with Boggs and Brown, Tfaey are said to have reached the moun* 
tains Sept. 21st and the lake on the 24lJi. Sonoma Co. HisLt 674. And with 



SEEKING A SHORTER WAY. ' 529 

but meagre information respecting dates or other de- 
tails of progress west of the Salt Lake region; and 
unfortunately the New Helvetia diary does not cover 
the period of overland arrivals this year. 

A portion of both the California and Oregon im- 
migration were induced to attempt a shorter way, or 
cut-off, to their respective destinations. Applegatc 
met the Oregonians at Fort Hall and persuaded part 
of them to follow him down the Humboldt with the 
Californians for several hundred miles and thence to 
the Willamette, The result, as elsewhere recorded in 
my History of Oregon, was not disastrous; but a con- 
troversy respecting the merits of the two routes has 
been kept alive, chiefly through the bitterness of 
Thornton, down to the present day. The Califor- 
nians were met in the region of Fort Bridger by 
Hastings and Hudspeth, and several parties were in- 
duced to save several hundred miles and to avoid 
many hardships by taking the cut-off south of the 
lake, partly explored by Fremont in earlier years* 
Hastings, in his partisan zeal, supported by the pro- 
prietors of the fort for their own interests, exaggerated 
the advantages and underrated the difficulties of the 
new route; but though not a very wise counsellor in 
such matters, he doubtless acted according to his 

them — or posaibly a little in advftnce, as Oct. 1st la given as the date of ar- 
rival at Johnson a — was Joeoph Aram^s party of 12 wagons wid over 60per- 
Bon^a, including tiie Imua, label, White, Berry, and Hecox families. Si J, 
PiofK, Jolyfl, 1882; Col. Christ. Advoc, July 2, 1863. 

ThepartieHof Gordon, Dickenson, and Young seem to have been coniiocted; 
though bickeuson and Gordon Beem to have taken the Fort Hall route; while 
Young took the cut-off. Bryant, 27, 50, 99; TAorwion, i, 88, 134, 164; S. F. 
Bull, Aug. 11, 1876; S. J. Pion,, Maroh 20, 1880; Lancey, 161. Gordon^a 
party ia said to have included John Williams. Sam. C. Yoong, idS, J. Pion., 
Nov» 9, 1878, deecribea the trip, and nameB, besides himseli and family, hia 
Bon-in-law Arthur Caldwell and family, John McCutchon, Buchalas, Jos. 
Gordon, Jacob Gordon, Duncan Pickeuaon, W, Hoover and fam., Jacob Russ, 
Simpson, and McMonigle. Some of tlicso names are probably erroneous, as 
is certainly the date of Oct. 16th for crossing the summit. It was perbaps 
on the 5th or earlier. Cko^ Harlan^a party was another that took the cut-off 
and probably crosaed the mountains about the Bama time aa Youugunder the 
guidance of Hastings. These were the last parties to cross, except those of 
theDonner company. Kodafeeg or other pwrticiilars are known about the 
Bnnleavy party, or that of M. D. Eitchie, which included John Stark, and 
perhaps also Cyrus, Tut^ker, and Jesse, 
Hi8T. Cat-, Toi.. T, 31 
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judgiDeut honcatiy, and he made no serious error. 
^Bryant decided to follow the new route, but left let- 
ters advising others with families and wagons not to 
attempt It— letters which are said not to have been 
delivered. His party with pack-mules, being guided 
by Hudspeth for a part of the way, was the first of 
the season to reach California. Two other parties, 
those of Harlan and Young, were guided by Hastings 
in person, had much difficulty in finding a way for 
their wagons, lost much of thoir live-stock in the 
Salt Lake desert, but at last reached the old trail, 
and were the last to cross the Sierra. I have now to 
write of those who were left behind. 

On the 20th of July, at Little Sandy stream, sev- 
eral of the parties formed a new combinationj chose 
George Donner for their captain, and thus formed the 
^^Donner party'' of 87 persons, 36 being men, 21 
women, and 30 children — five of the latter infants, 49 
of the whole number belonging to four families, those 
of Donner, Graves, Breen, and Murphy. The names 
are given in a note*® There was nothing remarkable 

* Those whoae names are marked with a ' * ' died ia the Sierra; those 
marked * + ' died before reaching Ca], Of the BurviTors those marked ^ ^ ' 
were atill livmg in 1880; thoae ma.rked * ^' died before that date; it ie not 
knowTi what became of the rest. McGUiabaji is the chief authority for thia 
note. See alt the names in my Pioneer Begiater and Index, la this and the 
preceding volumes, 

*Georgc Donner, wife ^Tamsen, daughters 'ElithaC, ^LeannaC, ^Frances 
K. (child), ^Geoi^iflA. (eh.), ^Eliza P. {5 yrs). ""Jacob Conner (brother of 
Geo.), wife "■Eliaabeth, daughter *MaryM., sons ^eo. Jr, *Isflac (ti-), ^Lewis 
{oh.), •Samuel (ch.); aons of Mrs D, b^ a former husband^ Solomon Hook 
(oh.), •William Hook (ch.). balnea F. Beed, wife ^ary W-, sons ^James 
F. (5 yra), ^Thomas E. (3 yrs), daughters ^Virgmia E. (12 jrs), ^Martha F. 
(3 yrs). *Baylis Williams and half-aiater Eliza Williams. *John Denton, 
*Milton Elliott, *Jamca Smith, Walter Herron, 'Koah James. These 29 
wore from Springdelil, 111-, and conatituted what had been originally the 
Heed-Donncr party; Eeed heb\g the most prominent member. 

•Franklin W. Gravesj wife 'Elizabeth, sons ^Wm C, ^Jcmathan B. f7 yra), 
*Franklin W. Jr {5 yra), daughters ^Mary A., ^Eleanor^ ^Lovina, ^Nancy 
(9 yrs), ^Elizabeth Jr (infant)j eoa-in-law 'Jay Foadick, wife ^rab GraTes, 
tJolm Snyder. These 13 came from Marshall cOh, III, and had originally 
formed a separate party. What others the party had induded, if any, does 
not appear. 

^Patrick Breen, wife ^Mary, sods 'John, ^Edward J., ^Patrick Jr (ch.), 
^Simon P. , ^James F. (ch.), ^Peter (oh. ), daughter 'IsabelJa M, (infant). *Pat- 
rick Dolao. These 10 were Iriah, and came from Keokuk, lawtK They joined 
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in the composition of the company, which included 
rich and poor; American, Irish, and German; Prot- 
estant, Catholic, and Mormon. Most members were 
well enough provided with the necessary outfit. 
George Donner was a man of some wealth, and was 
carrying a stock of merchandise to California for sale. 
On July 22d they parted from the Oregon train, 
reached Fort Bridger on the 25th, and finally resolved 
to take the cut-off. 

They started on the 28th, only a few days behind 
Hastings, from whom they soon received a letter ad- 
vising a new change of route to avoid obstacles en- 
countered by the other company in the Weber Cafion. 
Heed and two companions were sent to overtake the 
advance company, obtain additional information, and 
explore the route — an operation which consumed a 
week or more; and then the whole party started by 
the new cut-off- It proved a most difficult way, so 
much so that all of August passed before they reached 
open country on the lake shore. From the southern 
extremity of the lake, where Halloran died of con- 
sumption on September 3d, they directed their course 
to the north-west, crossing the desert from the 9th to 

the train at Independence^ but it doea not appear whether any others were of 
the same party. 

Mrs *Lavmia Murphy, a ividcrti', flona *JobnL., "Lemuel B. (13 yra), ^Wm 
G. (11 yre), =Simon P. {ch.), daughter ^MaiT M.; aons-in-law, +Wm M. Pike 
ftud wife "Harriet F, (Murphy) and child, ^aomi L, Pike (2 yra}, and "Cath- 
erine Pike (infant), =Wm M, Foster and wife ^Sarah A. C. (Murphy) and eon 
•George (infant). Theae 13 are said by McGlaahan to have come from Ten- 
nesBee; but according to Tyler» Hist. Morm. BfU., 312, who got bia informa- 
tion from Mary Murphy {Mrs Johnson), Mrs Murphy had uved at Nauvoo 
and later at War^w^ iux^eptin^ an enga^oment to cook and wash for the 
emigrants with a view to reach with her cMldren the nltimate destination of 
the Baint& 

'Wm H. Eddy, wife *Bleanor, eon 'James P. (ch.)i daughter *Mary (in- 
fant), from BelleTiUe, III. ^Wm McCiitchen, wife 'Amanda M., daughter 
*HaiTiet (infant), from Jackeon co.. Mo. ^Louis Keaeberg, wife 'PMlipine, 
aon *Louis, Jr (ch.), daughter *Ada (infant), a German family that liad come 
to America two years before. Other Germans were fWoliinger and Mrs W,, 
•Joseph Ehinehart, *Auguflt Spitzer, and *Charlea Burger. +Hardcoop was 
a Belgian. 'Samuel Shoemaker came from Ohio; 'Charles T. Stanton from 
Chicago; +Luke Halloran from Missouri. ""Antonioand yuan Bautiata were 
of Simiish race from N. Mexico. The party aiBIiationa of these 22 before 
reaching Ft Bridger are not known. There were also two Oil. Indiana, 'Luis 
and 'Salvador^ who joined the company later. 



t ♦ 
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the 15th with great suffering and loss of cattle. One 
family lost all their ojcen; much property had to be 
abandoned; new hardships and losses followed be- 
fore they reached the head waters of streams flowing 
into the Humboldt. The remaining supply of food 
was believed to be insufficient for the journey. Mc- 
Cutchen and Stanton volunteered to bring relief from 
California, and started, each with a horse, before the 
20th. It was about the end of September when the 
company struck the old emigrant trail on the main 
Humboldt, long after the last parties had passed. 
Belated and destitute, they began to reaUze their 
dangen 

The second stage of this disastrous journey covers 
in time the month of October, including the march 
down the river and into the mountains. At Gravelly 
Ford, on October 5th, in an unfortunate quarrel over 
their teams, Snyder was killed by Reed, and the lat- 
ter was banished from the party. Accompanied by 
Herron, he passed on in advance, hoping to bring back 
relief for his family. Hungry and foot-sore, the rest 
plodded their way onward* At the sink of the Hum- 
boldt on the 12th twenty-one head of cattle were 
stolen by Indians, Several families had no oxen or 
horses left. The old Belgian Hardcoop, unable to 
walk, was left to die, as was also the German Wolfin- 
ger, the latter under circumstances suggesting foul 
play on the part of his countrymen. On the 19th, in 
the region of the modern Wadsworth, Stanton was 
met, returning from Sutter's Fort with succor. He 
had seven mules, five of them loaded with flour and 
beef, and was accompanied by two Californian Ind- 
ians, Luis and Salvador.^ An unfortunate delay of 
several days for rest in the region of Reno was marked 

' Kot much ia known of the jouriiey to CaL and back. Stantoa and Mc' 
Gutchea had lefC tbe company about Sopt- 20th, had overtaken the hindmost 
party of etnigraotfi — that of Yon:ag — and had crosaed the Sierra with them. 
Sntter waa prompt to fainish food, animals, and the Indians; McC wa^ too 
ill to retmm; but S> hastened back over the monnt^iui, P'w generoufi zeal — 
destined to prove fatal to himaelf— waa the more noticeable that he had no 
relatives In the company. 
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also by the death of Pike, accidentally shot by Foster, 
On the 23d, alarmed by indications of an impending 
storm, they resumed their journey, but when they 
reached the region of Truckee and the lake, at the end 
of October, the snow was falling, and was already sev- 
eral feet deep on the summits* 

The worst of later calamities might perhaps have 
been avoided at this time, either by an earnest and 
well directed effort to cross the range, or by careful 
preparations for a winter in camp; but there was no 
acknowledged and capable leader, no agreement in 
opinion, no unity of plan or action, only a wild desire 
for escape on the part of some, a yielding to despair by 
others. For three weeks or more the frightened emi- 
grants in small detached parties wasted their strength, 
in frequent, frantic, and vain efforts to break through 
the snowy barrier; and when they had so far regained 
their senses as to realize the necessity of concerted ac- 
tion, there came a week of storm, ten feet or more of 
snow, which required all energies to be directed for a 
time to the preservation of life. Most of the cattle, 
their main reliance for food, had strayed and perished, 
being buried in the snow, where only a few were ever 
found- Remaining animals were slaughtered and care- 
fully preserved. A cabin built by the Stevens party 
in 1844 was still standing near the lake shore; and 
others were hastily constructed. There were a few 
unsuccessful efforts to take fish from the lake, Eddy 
killed a bear and some ducks. Some sis: miles east- 
ward, on Alder Creek, the Donner families with five 
or six others were encamped in tents and brushwood 
huts, worse off in some respects than those at the 
lake, George Donner being disabled by an accident, 
and Jacob Donner, 'a feeble man unfitted for such 
hardships, the first to die. Shoemaker, Rhinehart, 
and Smith died here before the 21st of December, 
and Williams at the lake on the 15th, On the 16th 
a volunteer party of fifteen, known as the * forlorn 
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hope/ started on improvised snow-shoes over the 
mountains. I will follow them later** 

There were sixty-one persons left in the mountain 
camps, most of them ill and weak, with nothing to 
eat but hides. Snow-storms still continued. The 
stump of a tree cut when the snow was deepest was 
found by later measurement to bo twenty-two feet 
high. Patrick Breen's diary, as written from day to 
day through this terrible winter, is in my collection, 
the most precious and fascinating record and relic of 
these events, I make no attempt to portray in words 
the horrora of the situation. It was more than two 
months before any message came from the outside 
world. Burger died December 30th, young Keseberg 
January'24th, John L. Murphy on the 31st, Eddy's 
child and McCutchen's February 2d and 3dj Spitzer 
and Mrs Eddy on the 7th, Elliott on the 9th, and 
Pike's child on the 20th. At last, when it had been 
resolved by most to eat the bodies of the dead, as a 
few had probably done already^ the first relief party 
of seven men arrived Qii February 19th with a slight 
supply of food, and the charitably false report that all 
of the forlorn hope were safe. Three days later they 
started on their return with twenty-one of the survi- 
vors,^ leaving thirty-one too weak for the journey or 
unwilling to abandon others needing their care* A 
week later, on the 1st of March, the second relief of 
ten men — including Reed and McCutchen — arrived^ 
to leave one of their number and to start back on the 
3d with seventeen of the sufferers,^'* leaving fourteen. 

*Tlie members ol thia party were Eddy» *StaDton, *Grftve3, *J)oliiD, Tos- 
dick and wife, Foster and ■wife, 'Lemuel Murpty> Mrs Pike, Mary Gravea, 
Mrs McCutchen, 'Antonio, 'LuiSj and 'Salvador. Those marked with a * 
died on the way. 

"These were Elitha, Leaniia^ and George Donner Jr; Mrs Reed with her 
children Virginia and James; Mra Keseberg and 'child; Wm G. and Mary 
Murphy; Wm C. , Eleanor, and Lovina Graves; Edward and Simon Breent 
*Wm Hookj Noah James, Mrs Wolfinger^ Naomi Fike, Eliza Williams, and 
•John Denton. 

'"These were the seven Brecns, Martha and Thomas Reed, *Isaac and 
Mary Donner, "Mrs Graves with her four children Nancy, Jonathan, "Frank- 
lin Jr, and Elizabeth Jr, and Solomon Hook, 
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Five of these — Mrs Elizabeth Doimov^ Lewis and 
Samuel Donner at Alder Creek, the children of Fos- 
ter and Eddy at the Lake — died in the short period 
that elapsed before the coming of the third relief at 
a date not exactly known. This party of four, includ- 
ing Eddy and Foster, carried away five of the sur- 
vivors." Keseberg and Mrs Murphy at the lake 
camp were unable to travel; George Donner at Al- 
der Creek was dying, and his wife, though in good 
health, nobly refused to leave him. These four were 
left for another month to suffer torments that proved 
fatal to all but one. 

Before proceeding with the annals of the different 
rehef parties, I Introduce some remarks on authorities 
for the whole subject. Patrick Breen's original diary 
must be regarded as the best record of events at the 
lake cabins, and in substance it has been several times 
published.^^ The early papers of California published 

information about the immigrants' disasters and efforts 

made to relieve them.^^ Bryant and Thornton, com- 

'■ Frances, Georgia^ and Eliza Donner, Simon M-urphy, anJ J'aan Bantista, 
Eddy, in Thornton, ii. 228, says that 'Clarke carried his booty, and left a child 
of one of the Donnera to perish/ It is possibly true that Lewis Donner was 
left, as there is no record of the date of his death, 

^^ Dia^-y of Patrick Breen, 07f£ oftfie Donntr Party, 1S4B-7, Presented by 
Dr George McKinsiryio the Bancroft Library. MS., IGmo, 15 leaves. Itwas 
printed in the 5. F. California Star, May 22, 1847; NoshviUe (Tenn.) Whig, 
Sept. 1847; Bryant's What I Saw, 256; Thornton's Or, and Oal., 201; Mc^ 
Glashan^s HkL, 93, and elsewhere. Thornton's extracts are more garbled 
than the others; but none are literally aecnratc, there being changes and 
omiaaiona in nearly every entry . The variations are not, however, historically 
of any special importance. The diary extends from Nov, 20th to March 1st. 
I reproduce literally the first and last entries, to show the general Jiature of 
alterations in the printed veraionB. *Friday Nov. 20th 1846 came to this 
place on the 31st of last month that it suowed we went on to the pass the 
snow BO deep we were unable to find the road, when within 3 miles o£ the 
summit then turned back to this shanty on the Lake, Stanton came one day 
after we arrived hero we f^ain took otir teams & waggons & made another 
unanccessful attempt to cross in company with Stanton we returned to the 
shanty it continuing to snow all the time we were here, we now have killed 
most part of our cattle having to stay here nntillnext spring & live on poor beef 
without bread or salt it anowed during the apace of eight days with little 
intermission, after our arrival here, tlio remainder of time up to this day was 
clear and pleasant frezing at night the snow nearly gone from the valleys , . . 
Mond. Majeh the 1st to fine 4 pleasant froze hard last night there has 10 men 
arrived this morning from bear valley with provisions we are to start in 
two or three days & cash our goods here there is amongst them some old 
they say the snow will be here uutill June.' 

i^See Monterey Calif,, Feb. 13, March 27, 1M7; 5. F. CaL Star, Jan. 16, 
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panions of the sufferers in the early part of their jour- 
ney, devoted a portion of their published diaries to 
the subject, the former confining himself chiefly to cor- 
respondence of the time, and the latter taking testi- 
mony from survivors, especially from Eddy.^* In 1856 
Mrs Eliza W- Farnham published a narrative drawn 
mainly from the testimony of Mrs Breen.^^ In 1871 
an article by F. H, McDougal, based on the statements 
of Mrs Curtis, called out narrative statements from 
Reed and McCutchen/^ and in 1877 William C. 
Graves published his version in a series of newspaper 
articles. ^^ Meanwhile there was printed in books and 
newspapers a great mass of material on the subject, 
which I do not deem it necessary to catalogue^ though 
most of it is before me, because it is made up, so far 
as it has any foundation except imagination, from the 
authorities I have cited, and oftener than otherwise 
hastily and at second-hand. Finally, C, F. McGlaahan 
published a volume on the subject in 1879, treating it 
in a manner that has left little or nothing to be de- 
sired. All the facts that I am able to utilize, and 
many more, may be found in his work Consulting 
all the earlier versions cited above, the author supple- 
mented results by correspondence and personal inter- 
views with surviving members of the party, thus 
acquiring a mass of personal items of which he made 
excellent use. On no other topic of early Califomian 
history would any single work so fully suflSce for my 
purpose.^^ I have a few original manuscripts which 

Feb. 13, March 6, 13, April 10, May 22, Jane 5, 1847; Oregtm SpecUU^, April 
1, Jane 24, 1847. 

^^•BryanVA JTAoi 7 ^ow in C7a^., 240-65, letters from Sinclair and JJcKin- 
Btry. Thornton's Or. ajid Ccd.j ii. 06-246. This is the moat complete narra- 
tive published in early times. Both Bryant and Thornton, aa we have seen, 
give Breen's diary, 

^ Famham^s OaL In-door^ and OtU, 380-463, Eeprint«d also in Hollkter 
Central Calif., March 22-Apri! 19, 1S71. 

"These three articlea were written for the Pacific Rural Presi. I find 
McDougol'a article in the HoUister Central Cal\f,, Feb, 1, 1871; and those of 
Reed and McCntchen in the 8. J. Pioneer, April 28, May 5, 1877. 

^' Graves' Orosaing the Plains in '4$, in B&xidshurg Rus^. Bivcr Flag, April 
26 to May 17, 1877, and M, Dec 30, 1875, This aceonnt also reprodncea 
Breen'a diary. 

" History of the Donner Party. A Tragedy of the Sierra, B^ C. K Mc 
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throw light on certain phases of the matter, notably 
the narratives of John Breen and of Daniel Rhoack, 
the latter a member of one of the relief parties.^^ 

The 'forlorn hope' of fifteen persons already named 
started from the late camp to cross the Sierra on 
December I6th, taking rations for six days. This 
journey lasted thirty-two days, and was in some re- 
spects the most horrible episode of the winter^s events. 
Stanton, who had perhaps saved the lives of all, was 
himself left to die on the 23d. When they had been 
ibur days without food, on Christmas they reached 
the 'camp of death/ where a snow-storm confined 
them for a week, Antonio, Graves, Dolan, and 
Lemuel Murphy died and were eaten. Again they 
pressed on; the strings of their snow-shoes furnished 
a new-year's dinner; Fosdiek died on the 4th of 
January; and on the same day Eddy killed a deer; 
No food on the 7th; the two Indians had refused to 
eat human flesh, and ran away to save their lives, but 
they were soon overtaken, and were shot by Foster, 
About the 11th the survivors reached a rancherfa 
and were fed with acorn bread — all the Indians had 
to give. Eddy, more dead than alive, was led to 
Johnson's rancho, whence a party returned and brought 
in the other six survivors, probably on the iT'th.^ 

We have seen that Stanton and McCutchen had 
reached Sutter's Fort in October, and that the former 
had recrossed the mountains with two Indians, all 
three to perish, but bearing relief that saved the lives 
of many. Nest Heed and Herron left the company, 

Glaehan. S. F., ISSO, Svo^ 261 p., portraits cmd illustrations. The first edi- 
tion wan isBued atTruckeo in 1879. 

^^ Brem's Pioneer Memoir, MS., p- 1-45; Ehoada' R^ief of tht Donner 
P^rty, MS. See also Burmlt'^ Recoil., MS., i. 377-94, the author having 
taken testimony of Eddy, Foster, and other members; Thorittim^s Or. HisL, 
MS., 26-30; Rabbisiyti'a Qroxdh of Towm, MS., 6-8. 

^" The rescuers aro named b7 Eddy, in ThortUon, ji. 154-5, as John Howell, 



John Ehodes, Se^r (?)» and Tucker, who started first on foot; and Kitchie, 
Johnson. Joaeuh varro (Verrot), and Kiaer (Scb. Ke^er), who followed next 

This is confirmed, except in namea and numbers, by 
Sinclair*e letter, in Bryant^ 255, written at the time, before the * first relier 
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and after a most perilous journey succeeded in reach- 
ing a small party of belated emigrants in Bear Valley, 
met Stanton on his return, and finally arrived at the 
fort, probably at the end of October, Here they 
hastily collected supplies and horses, were joined by 
McCutehen, obtained the services of two Indians, and 
started to return. They found it impossible to push 
their way through the mass of snow that had fallen, 
and were obHged to turn back, rescuing Jotham 
Curtis and wife of the late immigrants, who from 
some strange freak had encamped in the upper Bear 
Valley. It was believed by experienced men at the 
fort that the Conner party by killing their animals 
and preserving the meat might live at their mountain 
camp till relief could reach them; and Keed went 
south in quest of aid. Before anything could be ef- 
fected, however, the survivors of the forlorn hope had 
arrived at Johnson^s with reports necessitating imme- 
diate action." 

The news was sent to the fort as soon as possible 
by an Indian runner; volunteers were called tor, and 
a relief party was fitted out, largely through the ef- 
forts of Sinclair, Sutter, Kern, and McKinstry, who 
became responsible for the payment of wages by the 
government.^ A company of thirteen, known as the 
'first relief/ left Johnson's rancho on the 5th of Feb- 
ruary; but only seven went beyond Bear Valley, 
whence they started on the 15th. These were Reasin 
P» Tucker, Aquila Glover, Riley S. Moultry, John 
Rhoads, Daniel Rhoads, Edward CofFeemire, and 
Joseph Sells.^ They reached the lake on the 19th, 

^^ Statementa of Reed and McCutchen m Rural Press, In these ata tern ents^ 
and atill more \r\ Thornton^ ii. 182-94j many details arc given of dealings 
with Cnrtifl, who seems to have been a pecaliar character. Mrs Curtis was 
authority for tho account that drew out replica from R. aad McC. It ia not 
clear that Herran accompanied them in this attempt at relief. 

^*In Nov. -Doc 1847, Ritchie made aclaim for |l71 for eerviceainresctiing 
the immigrants* Grov. J^Iason hopes soon to get inBtnictioua enabling him to 
pay such claims, CaL and N, Mex., Mess, and Doc, 1850, p. 448, 

^ Sells, or Sel, is named by Eddy and McKinstry; but he is called Joseph 
Foster by Tucker, and Geo. Foster by Ehoads. Coffeemire ia aaid to have 
been a sailor, and is caUed CofTeymier and Oopymier, also by Rhoads 'Mike.* 



THE RELIEF PAHTIES- 539 

and started back three days later with twenty-one of 
the immigrants, three of whom died on the way/'* 
All were on the point of starvation from failing to 
find a cache of supplies, when on the 37th they mot 
another relief party, and being thus succored they 
reached Johnson's the 2d of March, and Sutter's two 
days later. 

The party thus met was the 'second relief of ten 
men under Reed and McCutchen, They had not 
been able to accomplish anything in the south until 
the excitement of the Sanchez, or Santa Clara, cam- 
paign was over, but then at Yorba Buena and north 
of the bay great interest was aroused. A public 
meeting was held; Captain Hull, General Vallejo, and 
other prominent men exerted themselves; a subscrip- 
tion of some $1,500 was raised; twenty volunteers or 
more were enlisted ; Brittan Greenwood was engaged 
as guide ; supplies were furnished from the naval 
stores; business men furnished schooners for trans- 
portation to Sonoma and New Helvetia; and Lieu- 
tenant Selim Woodworth volunteered to command the 
expedition. All this before the receipt of Sinclair's let- 
ter announcing the arrival of Eddy and others of the 
forlorn hope.^ Reed and McCutchen, with Green- 
wood, went by way of Sonoma, arrived at New Helve- 
tia in advance of Woodworth^s party in the schooner, 
and pressed on to Johnson's rancho. From this 
point, with seven companions — Charles Cady, Charles 

Wm Eddy started bnt returned with the horses on the 11th, perhaps with 
Verrot, On the sanie day Wm Coon and George Tucker were left in camp to 
guard provisions. Ou the 15th, at Bear Valley, M, D. Bitohie, Adolf Brti- 
beim» and Jotham Curtis declined to go any farther, McGlaahan quotes from 
diaries by R, P. Tucker and Ritchie and a narrative by Geo. Tucker. lie 
mokes Tucker the captain, McKinstry, in Bryant^ 2o5, makes GloTcr the 
captaiu, and quotes his diary. Eddy, also, in ThorrUoUt iu 167, Bamea Glover 
as the chief. 

-*See note 9 for names of those rescued bv the 1st relief, 
^^See.9. F. Col. Star, Feb. 6, J3, IS47. McOlashan, p. 126, giveaamemorial 
addressed to Gov. Sto<;kton by citizens of S. Jos^. Keed describes his eflbrta 
iu the Rvral PreRS. An account of the meetiug at S. F. is given in Thomt<m, 
ii, 158-61, including an eloquent appeal by Dunleavy, Alcaide Bartlett» Capt. 
Mervine, Lieut Maury, W. A. Richardson^ Wm Pettet, John Fuller, VV"ard & 
Smith, Howard & Mellua, are also Tiartvcd as active in these preparations. 
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Stone, Nicholas Clark, Joseph Greudreau, John Turner, 
Hiram Miller, and Matthew Dofar ^" — constituting the 
second relief, started on February 23d, met on the 
27th the other party, as already noted — including 
Heed's wife and children — and on March 1st, in two 
parties, reached the lake camps- Two days later, 
leaving Clark, Cady, and Stone, and taking seventeen 
of the immigrants,^^ they started on the return. From 
the 5th to the 7th, while Gendreau, Turner, and 
Dofar were far in advance, and Cady and Stone 
were in the rear, having left the camps to overtake 
their companions, the rest of the party were in Sum- 
mit Valley, at what was known as ' starved camp,' 
where three of the immigrants died. A heavy snow- 
storm prevented progress, and the caches of food had 
be^n destroyed by wild beasts. At last the five of 
the relief took three of the others and started on, 
and the number of parties was increased from three 
to four. But the advance reached Bear Valley, where 
Woodworth was encamped; returned with two com- 
panions, John Stark and Howard Oakley, to meet 
Reed; Cady and Stone came up; and all the fifteen 
soon reached Woodworth's camp. There were, how- 
ever, eleven of the immigrants left in the snow at 
'starved camp.' 

Then was organized the ' third relief.' Woodworth 
and his men had moved slowly and accomplished 
nothing. Probably they had done their best, but 
they had little skill or experience in this kind of work. 
Meanwhile Eddy and Foster had partially regained 
their strength, and after some additional efforts at 
Yerba Buena, had overtaken the naval division in 
Bear Valley. Five volunteers were obtained, and 
the party set out at once, the exact date not being 
known. Stark, Oakley, and Stone volunteered to 
rescue the eleven at ' starved camp,' and were left 

^Of Dofar nothing Toore is knowD. He may have been t>apaa- GcndreaiU 
is generally called Jondro- 
^' See note 10 for names. 
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there by their companions, succeeding in their purpose 
only after the most extraordinary efforts, since nine of 
the number had to be carried Eddy, Foster, Miller, 
and William Thompson pressed on over the moun- 
tains; met Clark and Juan Bautista trying to escape; 
and reached the lake about the middle of March. 
Leaving four adults, as already mentioned, they 
brought out four children and Juan Bautista, Little 
is known of their return; but they seem to have over- 
taken Stark and the Breeus; and on their arrival at 
the camp in Bear Valley all seem to have proceeded 
to Johnson's rancho, and perhaps all to New Helvetia^ 
Woodworth declining or pronouncing it impracticable 
to attempt a rescue of the four left in the mountains. 
Again, by the efforts of Alcalde Sinclair and others 
at the fort, and by an offer of half of any property that 
might be saved, nine men, constituting the ' fourth 
relief/ were induced to start in ApriL^ These were 
William Fallon, William Foster, John Rhoads, R, P. 
Tucker, J, Foster, Sebastian Keyser, and Edward 
Coffeemire. Starting from Johnson's on the X3th, 
they reached Donner Lake on the l7th. Of the four 
who had been left by the last relief, George Donner 
and his wife and Mrs Murphy had died, and only 
Keseberg survived, having preserved his life by eat- 
ing the bodies of his dead companions, Kesebe^ had 
been an unpopular member of the company. Fallon 
and his men were disappointed at not finding a large 
amount of money which Donner was believed to have 
possessed, and which they had hoped to share; they 
suspected Keseberg of having killed Mrs Donner and 
concealed the money; and their suspicions were con- 
firmed when, on threats of being hanged, he gave up 
a small amount which he said Mrs Donner had in- 
trusted to him for her children.^ 

^Thornton mentdoixB also another expedition in March, conBistiDg of J. 
Rhoadfl, Stark, Coffeemire, Sella, Tucker, Wm Foster, and Graves, which waa 
Bot able to penetrate beyond Beoj- Valley on account of molting bdows. Or. 
and Col., ii. 23L 

2'Fallon'a diary i3 quoted in Thornton'n Or. and Ctd., il 232 et seq.? and 
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In view of the utter impossibility of knowing the 
exact truth in this matter, the lack of definite testi- 
mony even of most of the accusers, the doubtful char- 
acter of Fallon, the hope of gain actuating the party, 
the bitter feeling shown in their version, the evident 
exaggeration and falsehood of many details respecting 
the state of things at the camp, the straightforward 
statement of the accused to McGlashan in 1879, and 
the fact that, in the face of popular prejudice and tes- 
timony stronger than could ever again be obtained, he 
obtained a nominal verdict against CofFeemire in a suit 
for slander at Sutter's Fort in May 1847^ — in view 
of all this, I believe that Louis Keseberg is entitled to 
a verd ict of not guilty. He has been merely the unfor- 
tunate object about which has crystallized all the pop- 

hifl veraion is also given by Bryant, who went east with him. The version 
has often been repeated with aU its sickening details of mangled corpses 
fonnd at the camps, ' a large pan fnll of fresh liver and lights/ ^ two kettles of 
hnman blood, * with plenty of beef untonched, and Keseberg aa a fiendisk ghonl 
boastingof his fonflncss for human (feak. He is also accused of having mnr- 
dered WoMnger, been responsible for tke death of Hardcoop, 4^ kavinc; 
feigned diaahility to depart with tke relief parties, and of having murdered 
and eaten Foster's child. K.'sown veraion, aa related iQlS79,iB given by Mc- 
Glashan, who also represents Tucker^s testimony as being mach more favor- 
able to the accused than the current version.' 

'" r have two original papers connected with this eaee, the genei-nl result of 
which — a verdict of $1 damages — is remembered by several witnesses. May 
2d, Alcalde Sinclair to Sheriff (jeo. MeKinstry, sending aummona for wit- 
nesseSj and asking McK/also to be on. hand as a witness; also orders the 
selection of a jury of 6 or 12 men. Wood and Ehoada to be added to the jury 
list. * The nature of the trial yon are acquainted with. The plaintiff wanted 
the moderate charge of $1,000 to bo put down fordaraagesIU' May 4th, Sin- 
clair to McK., summons to Mrs Wolfinger as a witness for the next day. 
McKinstry's Pap., MS. 30, 34. 

The popular story circulated by such prominent men as Dr Buehnell and 
Bishop Kip and Bret Harte, that Geo. Yount, the Napa pioneer hunter^ had 
a dream wnich revealed the danger of the Donner party, and led to their be- 
ing saved, deserves brief mention. Its only foandation was probably in 
Yount's statement that he had such a dr^am. It is not likely that the dream 
lost anything in the telling, either by the old trapper or by those who repeated 
the story. At any rate, Yount did not po to the relief of the sufferers, and 
his dream did not lead in any way to tkeir rescue. 

On June 2, 1347, the remnants of tho Donner property were sold for the 
benefit of the children. JV. JTetv. Diaty, MS., 59. According to the Aita, 
June 22, 1363, tke first railroad train from the east had among its passengers 
a woman who, as a little girl, had been one of the Bonner party. Many 
relics of tke party were dug up in 1879; and a cabinet with some 200 of these 
articles waa kept at Tmekee for a time. B. J. Piojteer, Nov, 15, 1879. 
According to newspapers of the same year, there was a plan to erect a monu- 
ment at Donner Lake to the memory of the party. 
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ular horror excited by the cannibalism of the Donner 
party. 

Of the 36 men, 21 women, and 30 children raakinj 
up the original party of 8/, there perished 22, 5, an< 
12 respectively, or a total of 39, while the survivors 
numbered 48» For biographic mention of each, as of 
members of the different relief parties, I refer the 
reader to my Pioneer Register and Index in these vol- 
umes. About 30 were still living in 1880. In June 
1847 General Kearny and his party, including Fallon 
and Bryant, on their way to the east, gave burial to 
the remains of such victims as they could find; and 
this work was completed in September by the return- 
ing Mormons of the battalion. 

In thus recording the experiences of this ill-fated 
company, I have designedly made no attempt to paint 
in words the horrors of their journey. The plain 
facts are sufficiently horrible, I have also omitted 
for the most part all allusions to individual acts seem- 
ing to justify censure or eulogy. Such acts of both 
classes have been attributed to nearly every adult in 
the party, and to some of the rescuers. Soon after 
leaving Fort Bridger dissensions arose between par- 
ties, cliques, and families; serious quarrels ensued 
before the time of their greatest trials; and the preju- 
dices thus developed colored all later testimony. 
There is not an original narrative which does not 
show traces of the writer's personal likes and dislikes, 
or which does not contain directly or indirectly accu- 
sations or complaints. It is neither possible nor de- 
sirable to* investigate the details. Doubtless most 
committed errors of judgment, were moved by their 
troubles to say and do foolish things, or were driven 
in the insanity of starvation to petty acts of apparent 
cruelty and selfishness; but on the other hand, there 
were few, if any, who did not on one occasion or an- 
other show traits of heroic self-sacrifice. Most of 
them- ate human flesh, and they did right; it was the 
necessity, not the act, that was deplorable ; and the 
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few who at the prompting of stomach or conscience 
refused the revolting food deserve no special com- 
mendation. These immigrants acted as others would 
have done under like circumstances, though under a 
competent leader and with unity of purpose and 
action they might have escaped the worst of their mis- 
fortunes. I think McGlashan has done wisely in 
suppressing disagreeable details and dwelling on the 
noble deeds of each member; but his kindly exagger- 
ation of praise, no less than the disgusting accusa- 
tions of other writers, is unsuited to my work. Yet 
it is well to note the self-sacrifice of Stanton and 
Mrs Donner, the manly efforts of Iteed and Eddy, 
and the bravery of the rescuers from California; also 
to point out that the killing of Snyder, so far as we 
may know, was an act of self-defence; and that the 
most serious charges against Keseberg had but slight 
foundation in fact- 
One phase of the Mormon migration to California 
has already been noticed in a chapter devoted to 
the battalion of volunteer soldiers,^ This battalion 
marched from the far west, but the migratory move- 
ment was intended to include the whole church, and 
there were many of the faith living in the eastern 
states. In a farewell message to saints in the east, 
dated at New York, November 8, 1845, Orson Pratt 
explained the general plan to migrate ea masse be- 
yond the limits of ''this wicked nation," and called 
upon the brethren to sell their property, purchase 
teams, and go to Nauvoo for a start with the rest in 
the early spring. Such as might not be able to pro- 
vide a proper outfit for the overland journey — and it 
was clearly set forth that poverty-stricken saints would 
not just now be welcome at Nauvoo — were counselled 
to take the cheaper route by sea; and it was an- 
nounced that Elder Samuel Brannan would be left in 

'^ See chapter xviiL ef thia volume. See also Hist. Utahy this series, for 
a general account of the Mormon movemeut -westward* 
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charge of this emigration to charter a vessel, or half 
a dozen vessels if necessary, and start in January for 
the Pacific coast.^'^ Brannan was a native of Maine^ 
who after a residence in the west — during which he 
had imbibed the true faith, but had been wellnigh 
killed by fever and ague — returned to New York tp 
publish the Prophet and preach to the saints of the 
metropolis. He was a man of more ability and zeal 
than high principle; still few better could have been 
selected to lead this people around Cape Horn to 
the land of promise. 

Very soon the ship Brooklyn of 450 tons, Kichard- 
son master, was chartered at $1,200 per month; and 
the rate of passage for adults was fixed at §50, though 
an additional sum of $25 was required for subsistence. 
It was hoped, however, that more favorable terms 
could be secured for later companies, since a New 
York merchant proposed to carry Mormons at §16 
per toUj if he could secure the carrying of certain 
government stores. There were over 300 applicants 
for pass^e on the Brooklyn^ but most of them were 
too poor to pay the sum required, and had to remain 
behind, though some were aided by contributions from 
richer brethren. A large supply of implements for 
farmers and mechanics — enough for 800 men, as was 
estimated, with a view to later accessions to the 
colony — was put on the ship, which carried also three 
flouring mills and a printing-press, with all the mate- 
rial pertaining to the Prophet newspaper. Books, 
especially those for school use, were not forgotten; 
and 179 volumes from a benevolent lawyer of Brook- 
lyn were added to tHe library at the la^t moment.^ 

'^NoT, 8, 1845, Pratt's message, inN^auvoo Tiftiea and SeasonSt v, 1043. 

^N'auvoo Times and Seasons^ vL 1094, 1112-14, 1126-8, including Bran- 
nan'a ajmouncements, explauations, and inatruotiotis to the faithful about 
preparatioiLs for the voyage, and prompt aEaembling ^t New York. Also 3, 
aenea of rules and regulations for conduct on tho trip in 21 articles, I. M. 
Vancott was tho man who gave 179 volumes of Harper's Family Library, A 
negro cook and steward were employed at $16 and $18 per month. Exact 
dates in the preparations of Nov. to Jan. are not clear, from tho fact that 
most of the items in the Times and S^osotis are taken from the N^ Y. Messen- 
ger without naming dates of the latter. 

HiHT. Cai^, Vol. Y. B5 
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The whole number of emigrants finally leaving New 
York was 238,^ including 70 men, 68 women, and 100 
children. They were chiefly American farmers and 
mechanics from the eastern and middle states, and 
included a few— just how many it is impossible to 
state — who were not Mormons, I append a list of 
names,^ 

"' According to my liat in next note, though as will be seen there arc a few 
uncertain items in the matter of children. Kemble, Twenty Years Ago^ says 
there were 238 aonla, about a dozen not being Mormons. Eagar says there 
were 236, all Mormons hut Frank Ward. The Titae^ and Sea^ojis, ri. 1126, 
makes the number 230, with 3 or 4 not Mormona. 

^I have three lists of the Monnonimmigranta, the moat complete o£ which 
is that published in the IloTtolulu ^Yiend, July 1, 1846, as a passenger list ou 
the arrival of the iJrooA/^at that port. Another was made before the vessel 
lefts'. Y., andia found in the NauvGO Times and SeanansjVi. 1113; but many 
changes were made apparently before departure. The third list is one made 
oiit by Wm Glover, Jior7nojiSinCa£.,ld.S.,ia.lB84, with noteaas to what became 
of tho different members. Tiicre were probably a few non-Mormon passen- 
gers not named in the following liat. See a biographic notice of each member 
in my Pio^ieer Register aiid Indtx. 

Erannan^B company of Mormon immigrants, 1S40: laaae Addison, wife, and 
daughter; Silaa Aldrich (died at sea), wife Prudence, son Jasper, and daughter; 
Wjh Atherton and wife? Julius 0. Aiiatin, wife* and 3 children; Swnuel Brau- 

fian, wife, and *;hild; Alondua L. D. Buekknd, aad mother H^uinah D. Buek- 

land; Newell Bullen, wife, and 3 children; Charles C, Burr, wife, and child; 
Natlian Burr and wife; John Cade (poaaibly Kincaid) and wife; t^ophia P, 
Clark; Abram Combs, wife, and 3 children; Mra Fanoy M. Corwin; John 
Eagar, Lucy Ea^r, and daughter (perhaps 2) Mary Ei^ar, Thomas Eagar; 
El^ Ensign (died at sea), Miss Eliza Ensign (died at sea), Jemsha Ensign 
and aon; Wm Evans, wife, and 4 children; Joseph B. Fisher, Mary Ann 
Fisher: JeruahaEowler, and 4 children (a child of John (?) Fowler diedat sea); 
Wm Glover, wife, and 3 children; Isaac Goodwin, wife (died at eca), and 6 
cMldreu; Jonathan Griffith, wife, aiid 2 chOdren; Mrs Mary Hamilton (and 
perhapschildri;n);A,G, Haskell; Jacob Hayea; Joseph Hicks; John M. Homer 
and wife; Elisha Hyatt, wife, and eon; Cyrus Ira (or Irea); John Joyce, wife, 
and child (perhaps 2); Mrs Isabella Jones; Ed. C. Kemble; George Kittleman, 
John Kittleiuan, Sarah Kittleman, Thomas Kittleman, Wm Kittleman, wife, 
and G children; Richard Knowles, and wife; Samuel Ladd (or Johnson); 
Emmeline A. Lane; Isaac Leigh (or Lee), and wife; James Light, wife, and 
child; Angelina M. Lovett; Patrick McCue, wife, oDd 4 children; Earl Mar- 
shall and family; Moses A. Meder, wife Sarah D., and child; Barton Mowiy, 
wife, and 2 sons; Origin Mowiy and family (l); Rinaldo Mowry; Ambrose T. 
Mosesj wife, and 4 chUdren; Mibs Mair Murray; Edwin Narrimore, Mercy M. 
Karrimore (apparently remained at Honolulu for a time), and child; Joseph 
Nichols, wife Jeniaha, and child (a child also died at sea); Lucy Nutting; 
Howard Oakley; E. Ward Pell, wife, and 2 daughters; Robert Petch, wife, 
and 2 children; John Philips; Peter Pool, Mary Pool, Elizabeth Pool; Chria- 
tiana Read, Hannah T. Read (Jimiaon ?), and child, John Reed, Rachael Reed; 
Isaac R. Robbing, wife, and 2 children; John R. Bobbins, wife, and 2 chil- 
dren (2 children died at sea); Henry Rowland (Roulan, or Rollins) and 
daughter (?], Isaac Rowland; Eliza Savage; Jamea Scott; George W. Sirrine, 
John J. Sirrine, wife, and child; Horace Ah Skinner, wife, and child; Amelia 
Smith; Orrin Smith, wife, and 6 children; Robert Smith, wife, and 2 children; 
Zelnora 3> Snow; Qr^ry Sparks and family; Quartua 3. Sparks, wife, and child; 
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Besides superintendiug preparations for the depart- 
ure of this particular company, Elder Brannan de- 
voted much attention to the general welfare of the 
whole Mormon people in their new western homej 
and this not altogether to the neglect perhaps of his 
own interests and those of certain friends. He dis- 
covered, or pretended to have discovered, that the 
government would probably take steps to prevent the 
Mormon migration, on the ground that they intended 
to take sides with either Mexico or England against 
the United States- But the shrewd Samuel also dis- 
covered a remedy for all prospective misfortune. He 
learned that Amos Kendall and certain influential as- 
sociates, acting through ono Benson as agent, and 
claiming President Polk as a * silent party' to the 
project, would undertake to prevent all interference 
if the Mormon leaders would sign an agreement ''to 
transfer to A, G. Benson & Co. the odd numbers of 
all the lands and town lots they may acquire in the 
country where they may settle/' Accordingly such a 
contract was drawn up by Kendall, signed by Bran- 
nan and Benson, witnessed by Elder Appleby, and 
sent to President Young for approval In relation 
to this matter, I am unable to say whether Brannan 
was made to believe by certain men for their own in- 
terests that the saints were in danger and that they 
had influence with the government, being thus in- 
duced to sign the contract for protection, or whether 

Daniel Statk, wife, and 2 cLildren; George Still, wife, and 3 children; Simeon 
Stivers; Wni Stout, wL£e, andchildiJeaso A. Stringfellow; Thomaa Tompkins, 
wife, and 2 children; Frank Ward (not a^ Mormon); Caroline Warner and 3 
children; George K, Winner, wife, and 6 children (a child died at sea). 

The list in Timea and Seasons contains the following names, not in the 
Honolulu ligt» o£ persona who probably conld not finally raiae the passage 
money; Dan. S. Baldwin, Manena Cannon, Jonas Cook, Jamea Embly, J. M. 
Famaworth, Wra Flint, Joseph France, John Hairbaifd, Wm Mack, Stephen 
H, Pierce, Wm 0. Reamer, Dan, Richardaon, Glories Kuaaell, Susan A. 
Searls, James Smith, Sam. Smith, and Simeon Stanley. One Ferguson, aix 
Irishman from Waterford, is named by Maguire. Irish in. Amer., 269. Lin- 
coln ia named by Findla, Stattffttnt, MB,, 3-4, as a Mormon preacher, Clark, 
of ^Clark's Point,* S. P., is called a Mormon by Sherman. Mtm,, i. 52. Mar- 
ehall and Oakley are not named in the Honolulu liat, thongh there ia no doubt 
about their coming, Ladd was known as Johnson in Cal. 
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the scheme was one devised by the crafty elder him- 
self as a means of becomhig a partner In the proposed 
speculations of Benson & Co, in California. Brigham 
Young and his council declined to approve the con- 
tractj and no very serious results to the Mormons 
ensued; but the war with Mexico may have inter- 
fered with the plans of the speculators, of which noth- 
ing more is known. It is noticeable that Lansford 
W. Hastings was a Californian agent in this affair, 
and that he also represented it as a project secretly 
supported by the government,^ 

It was on February 4th that the Brooklyn sailed 
from New York with her load of emigrants. She was 
not a fast sailer, but excellent preparations had been 
made for the comfort of the passengers. Elaborate 
regulations had been drawn up for all the details of 

'* Ttdlidgt^9 L\ft of Brigham Toung, lS-'24, containa the beat acooimt of 
thia nmtter, with quctatians from original documents. In his letter of Jan, 
26th to Young, Brannan says: ^liiad an interview with Amos KeDdall, in 
company with Mr Benson, which resulted in a compromiee ' — a previous let- 
ter of the 12th had made known the impending danger to the saints — *the 
conditions of which you will learu by reading the contract between them aud 
us. , .K- is now cur Mend, and will nse his influence in our behalf in connec- 
tion with 25 of the most prominent deraagoguea in the cooutry. Yon will 
he permitted to pasa out of the states unmolested. .,1 sh^ll aeleot the most 
suitable spot on the bay of S. F. for the location of a commercial city. When 
I sai], which will be next Saturday at one o'clock, I shall hoist a dag \)'ith 
"Oregon" on it. . .lamaware that it (the contract) is a. covenant with death, 
but we know that God Js able to break it and will do it. The children of Israel 
in their escape from Egypt had to make covenants for their safety and leave it 
forGod to breakthem; and the prophet has said^ "Asitwaathensoaliallitbo 
in the last days, " . . . Mr Benson's address ia No. 39 South St. , and the sooner yon 
can give him anawer the better. He will spend one month in Washington to 
Buattun you, and he will do it, no mistake. But everything must be kept 
silent as death onourpart, names of partis in particnlaj*. 1 now commit this 
sheet to the post, praying that Israel's God may prevent it froai falling into the 
hands of wicKed men.* In a postscript to a copy of the contract he says: *Jt 
is no gammon, but wiUbo carried throngh if you say "amen." It was drawn 
up by Kendall's own hand; but no person must be known but Mr Benson,' 
In his journal Brigham Young writes; 'The council considered the subject, 
and concluded that as onr trust wa^ in God, and that as we looked to him 
for protection, we would not siga any such unjust and oppressive agreement. 
This was a plnji of political demagogues to rob the Latter-day Saints of 
millions, and compel them to suhmit to it by threats of Federal bayonets.' 
March 3d, Hastings to Larkin, predicts great things for Cal. from the vast 
tide of immi^ation. Benson & Co. are about to esUblishagreat commercial 
house in Gal. and will aend two ships a year, bringing immigrants free of 
chaise. This is a conddenttal govt arrangement, B. & Co> not really bearing 
the expense. The motive of the govt willbe clear to L- Larking Doc. , MS, , 
It. S^. 
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routine conduct, and there were Jays when several of 
the rules were not broken. Strict attention was paid 
to the duties of reUgion; yet before the end of the 
voyage four leading members had to be excommuni- 
cated for improper views and conduct, or what seemed 
such to the immaculate Samuel.^ Besides these spir- 
itual backsliding there wore ten deaths, and two 
births, the infants being named Atlantic and Pacific. 
In each ocean a storm put all in danger. Once Cap- 
tain Richardson gave up the vessel as lost; but the 
Mormons paid no heed to such terrors, for were they 
not in the keeping of the Lord, and bound for a land 
of promise? It is even claimed that faith somewhat 
strengthened them to bear the pangs of sea-sickness. 
The last storm struck the ship when she was near the 
latitude of Valparafso, and trying to make that port, 
driving her back nearly to the cape. The first an- 
chorage was at the island of Juan Fernandez on May 
4th. But here thej got for nothing the supplies that 
vv^ould have cost dear at Valparaiso. ^^ After five days 
they continued their voyage, arriving at Honolulu on 
June 20th, and remaining there ten days, being hos- 
pitably welcomed, and honored by Mr Damon with a 
kindly notice in the Friend.^ Here they met Com- 
modore Stockton, about to sail for Monterey, and 
learned something of the prospect that California 
would soon be occupied by the United States. Much 
of the time during the remainder of the voyage was 

''Brarman'e letter in Liverpool MUhn. Slar, iTZ, 307. Elder Pell, B,*s 
counaellor^ was oiio of the culprits. ' Wicked ajid licentioua conduct ' was 
fihowQ by ' evidenco of tbo tnoat disgnstiiig oharactePj' if we may credit B. 
Tlie trial was after leavine HodoIuIu, 

^^ I have a copy of a letter from one of the passeogersj written at Juan 
Pernandea on tin? 5th, and describing the voyage to that point as pleasant and 
uneveDtfol. 

^^Hcnoluht Friend, July 1, 1846, includingj as we have seen, a list of the 
Monnons. Quoted also in the Millennial Star, ix. 39-40, John P. Gregaon, 
then on the £jrte, in a letter of 1S75, eaya one of the Mormon elders and fam- 
ily remained at Honolulu on account of ill health, and conversed freely with 
the writer ahout the plana of the saints. Glover says that Orrin Smith's fam- 
ily was the one left at the islands. Mrs Narrimore and eon arrived at S. F, 
in 1847 on the Don Quixote, and may therefore have remained at Honolulu. 
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spent in military drill, with a view to possible hostility 
on the part of the Mexicans.*^ 

The arrival at San Francisco was on July 31st, and 
of course there was not the slightest opposition to the 
landing from United States officials, as there would 
probably have been none had the Califomians been 
still in power, though it is true that immigrants from 
the western states had not given the Mormons a good 
name." Brannan and his associates were doubtless 
somewhat surprised to find the stars and stripes float- 
ing over their land of promise, and it is even possible 
that the pious elder's first remark, as reported, was, 
" There is that damned flag again "I But it has been 
the fashion greatly to exaggerate their disappoint- 
ment. Could the Mormons have established them- 
selves, fifty or a hundred thousand strongs in the 
country while it was yet a Mexican possession, it 
might have better suited their plans, since it would 
have given them a vantage-ground for negotiations 
with the United States. Possibly in certain contin- 
gencies they would have acted against that govern- 
ment had their interests seemed to require it; but that 
they expected or desired such a state of things may 

*° Glover names Ladd ajid Kobt Smith as teachers of tactics; and saya the 
drill cont.inuEil ■until Capt. E., feaiing a mnliny, stopped it, Keinhlo aaya 
the t«acher was a deserter from the IL S. army. Eagar representa tlie arms 
as having been lx>jight at Honolnlu o-n the advice of Stockton. 

Wm (Hover's Mormons in Cali/orma is a MS. record of the voyage and all 
connected with the immigrant company, written from memory in 1884, at the 
request of Fianklin D, Eichards, and furniahed for my use by the latter. It ia 
of especial value in its information on what became of the different memhers, 
and ia supplemented by a letter of July 31, 1884. Ttuenty Years Ago^ The 
^BivoBipt Mormons in Caiyoniia^ ia a very complete narrative of the whole 
matter, probably the best extant, pablished in the Sacramento Unions Sept, 
11, 1866, and written by one of the company^ whom I suppose to have been 
E. C. Kerable. John Eagar's brief narrative is a MS- fiiroJahed by Mr lUeh- 
ards, with Glover's Mormons, It ia not of great value, containing several 
erroneous statements. In the Tijnes and Seasons^ vi. 1126-7, is a full account 
of circumstances attending the departure from K, Y. Brief account by the 
*wife of Col Jacksonj' in 'J'ullidge'ft Women, 415-8, ' Califomian songg of 
the Mormona, in Young's Wife No. 19, p. Ill, llG-17; Mar^halVs Throwjh 
America, 179-80. Mention of Bronnan's company may bo found in moat 
works on early California. 

^^ March 2d, Gov, Pico to assembly, on rumora of an. intended Mormon 
immigration, Olvera^ Doc, MS., 14^\5; Dept. St. Pap., MS., ix, 16-17- 
March 4th, Larkin to U» 8. sec, state, on the same reports, which he repre- 
sents ae having caused much fear. L<irkin^8 Off. Corresp., MS., ii. 42» 
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well be doubted. There had been nothing secret or 
mysterious about their purpose to occupy California^ 
but they had hoped to be first in the fields and mas- 
ters of the situation, the grantors not recipients of 
favors in their dealings with a government that had 
not protected them against the mobs in Missouri and 
Illinois. Yet, though they had not expected the war 
to break out so soon ^ they must have known what was 
likely to happen before they left the states; news at 
Honolulu had left but slight doubt as to the result; 
and now, if not entirely pleased, thej^ were prepared 
to make the best of the situation, taking comfort from 
the thought that they had at least escaped complica- 
tions with the Mexicans, and had saved a considerable 
sum in duties that would have had to be paid on their 
cargo- 

Thus San Francisco became for a time very largely 
a Mormon town. All bear witness to the orderly 
and moral conduct of the saints both on land and sea., 
They were honest and industrious citizens, even if 
clannish and peculiar. There was no practice of polyg- 
amy to excite animosities. They had a few months' 
provisions left on disembarking, but they owed some- 
thing on their passage money. After camping for a 
time on a vacant lot, some went to Marin county to 
work as lumbermen and thus pay their debts; others 
were put in possession of the old mission buildings; 
all sought worlc at whatever tasks presented them- 
selves, making themselves generally useful; while a 
party of twenty was sent into the San Joaquin valley 
to prepare for the coming of the Nauvoo saints by the 
overland route. Many of them appear in the town 
records of 1846-7 as the grantees of building lots. 
Yet all was not tranquil in the community. Four 
had been expelled from the church on the voyage, as 
before remarked, and three more soon after landing. 
Some of the company made complaints against Bran- 
nan, wHose misdeeds are not clearly specified, but 
who was apparently exonerated after a legal investiga- 
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tion. Before the end of 1846 twenty "went astray 
after strange gods, serving their bellies and hists/' as 
the elder expressed it; that is, they declined to fol- 
low his instructions. In January 1847 Brannan be- 
gan the pubUcation of the Yerha Buena California 
Star, using the material of the old Prophet office ; and it 
was continued through this year and the next. It was 
not issued as ao organ of Mormonism but as a news- 
paper, though I think some special 'extras' were de- 
voted to church affairs, not being generally circu- 
lated.*^ 

Brannan wrote from Yerba Buena on the 1st of 
January: ''We have commenced a settlement on the 
Kiver San Joaquin, a large and beautiful stream 
emptying into the bay of San Franciaco; but the 
families of the company are wintering in this place, 
where they find plenty of employment, and houses to 
live in; and about twenty of our number are up at the 
new settlement, which we call New Hope, ploughing 
and putting in wheat and other crops, and making 
preparations to move their families up in the spring, 
where they hope to meet the main body by land some 
time during the coiping season," ** The site of New 

" Jan. 1, 1847, Brannan to the brethren from the Star axtra in MiUen, 
S&nr, ix. 300-7' He expects another shipload of immigraataj 2 vessels being 
reported as having sailed, one from M. Y. aud the other from Boston, (The 
Xylon to leave in K'. Y. in April vrith Mormons. Or. SpectatoTt Aug. 20, 
JS46.) 'A few of the passengers on our arrival endeavored to make mis- 
chief and trouble by complaints of the bad treatment they had received 
during the passage, which induced Capt. Montgomery to institute a court of 
inquiry, before which the larger portion of the company were cited to appear 
for private examination. But the truth was mighty aud prevailed T Tuthiil, 
Ilist. Cal., 214-16, says the first jury trial in Cal. was won by Brannan on 
thia occasion. In Ryan^B Judges and Crimijials, 59-CO, is a burlesijue account 
of the controversy^ implying that tke quarrel was about funds. The Mo/i- 
terey Calif. i Oct* 10, 1846, contains a brief notice of a split in the Mormon 
ranks, which by scattering them will he good for the country. The Mor- 
mons are spoken of aa a plain, laborious, frugal people, not meriting the op- 
probrium cast upon them. Ang. IDth, justice of the peace at S. Diego uses 
the ^Mormon invasion ' as an incentive to patriots to furnish 100 horses for 
the troops. Hayes' Doc, MS., 188. Glover states that only two of the Mor> 
mons enlisted in the California batt&lion, and this mainly through his own 
opposition, many of them having been willing to enlist at first 

^^ Milkn. Star^ ix, 306, According to Solano Co, llist.y ?12, a site waa 
selected byL. W. Haatlnga at Montezuma, where H. resided for several years; 
but the place did not suit the brethren, and they went elsewhere. 
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Hope was on the Dorth bank of the Stanislaus, about 
a mile and a half from the San Joaquin. William 
Stout was in charge of the party that wont in a launcla 
from Yerba Buena to found the first settlement in 
San Joaquin county. A log-house was built and a 
saw-mill, eighty acres were seeded and fenced, and in 
April the crops promised well, but not much more is 
known of the enterprise, except that it was abandoned 
in the autumn. The company is said to have had 
trouble with Stout, who soon left the place, as did 
others.^ The reason for abandoning the enterprise 
was not, however, these dissensions, but the receipt- 
of news that the church had decided to settle at Salt 
Lake, Brannan went east to meet President Youni:^ 
and the main body, leaving New Helvetia late in 
April, reaching Fort Hall on June 9th,^^and meeting 
the saints at Green Biver about July 4th, to come on 
with them to Salt Lake Valley. He was not pleased 
with the decision to remain there and found a city, and 
soon started back sorrowful with the news. In the 
Sierra he met the returning members of the battalion 
on September 6th, giving them a dreary picture of 
the chosen valley, and predicting that Young would 
change his mind and bring his people to California 
the nest year,*^ 

The members of the Broohlyn company were like- 

**Id5. Joaq. Co. HzBt-t lOO-I, the eettlement ia called Stanislaua City. 
It ia said that aftei: the planting aud fencing was done Stout claimed the 
farm, and advised the others to aelect farms for themselves \ Thia made 
trouble^ Brannan waa summoned, and it was decided that the house and 
farm must be reserved for the twelve apostles, whereupon Stout soon de- 
parted. A meagre crop of potatoe3 and a flood are mentioned. Buckland, 
the last to qnit the place, went to Stockton in Nov-, the rest of the company 
having gone to the south. The land was abandoned until 1851, See also S. 
J. Fionetr^ June 23, 1877. Glover, Mormons m Oat., MS., eaya *the com- 
pany was broken up and every one went to work to make a fit-out to go to the 
valley as best we couli The land, the oxen, the crop, the hooaea, tools, and 
launch, all went into Braiinan's hands, and the company that did the work 
never got anything.' 

*^ June 19th, Brannan writes to a friend in H". Y. from Fort Hall. Will 
start next day with 2 men and part of the horses. MUl. StOTy ix. 305. Glover 
says B. was accompanied by Charles Smith. Meeting with Young. TtdUdge^s 
Lift Yourtff, J 66. 

*^ Tyhr's Hist. Moj'th. Bat., 315. Brannan's return is announced in the 
S. }: Gal Star. Sept. 18. 1847, 
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"wise disappointed to learn that the new home of their 
people was to be in the far interior. Some declined 
to leave the coast regron; the rest, giving up their 
dreams of a great city at New Hope, devoted them- 
selves half regretfully to preparations for a migration 
eastward The discovery of gold in the spring of 
1848 reunited most of them at the mines of Mormon 

i 

Island; but their experience as miners belongs to a 
later volume- Nearly one hundred adults, with some 
forty children, found their way in different parties, 
chiefly in 1848-50, to Utah, where many of them are 
still living as I write. ^^ The rest, forty-five adults and 
sixty-five children, according to raylists^ remained be- 
hind. Most of them, like the leader, apostatized from 
the true faith; a few in later years joined Mormon 
communities at San Bernardino or in Arizona, while a 
few either died in the faith, or living, retain something 
of theu: former theories. Probably about a dozen of 
all who came on the Brooklyn are still residents of 
California, 

Pioneers of 1847, according to my register, were 
1,900, or about twice as many as those of the preced- 
ing year,^^ They may be classified in round number as 
follows: Overland immigrants, not including females, 
and in reality only a small part of the whole number, 
50; volunteers of the Mormon battalion, 350; a total 
of 400 known by name to have come by land routes. 
The regiment of New York volunteers, or soldier im- 
migrants, 950; officers and men of the artillery com- 
pany, U, S. regulars, 120; other known arrivals by 
sea, 70, including 20 in the navy; making a total of 
1,140 who came by water. Men whose coming is 
ascribed to 1847 in records of later years, 60; those 
whose presence at some point in California is shown 
by records of the year, 300; or a total of 360 to be 

*' Glover, 3iormcnai7i Col.^ MS., describes the journey of himself aad a 
few others acroaa the Sierra in the apring of 1849, and namea most of th(^e 
atill living. 

*^ See beginning of this chapter^ 
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divided in unknown proportions between arrivals by 
sea and land. 

My register for 1848 contains 520 names. Classi- 
fied as above, they included 35 overland immigrants, 25 
from Oregon, 140 known to have come by sea, 100 whose 
arrival merely is ascribed to this year, 50 mentioned 
for the first time as being in the mines, and 170 found 
at other places without any definite record respecting 
the manner of their coming- To this number of 520 
there should be added, however, 480 men — dragoons, 
teamsters, mechanics, and servants — who came under 
Graham from Mexico, arrived in southern California 
late in December, and with few exceptions are not 
named in my Hats. Thus the total number of regis- 
tered new-comers for the year was 1,000, though 
necessarily the record is less accurate than for earlier 
times. For later years even an approximately correct 
register is an impossibility- 

The overland immigration to Oregon in 1847 was 
very large; that to California much smaller than had 
been expected, though it was understood in advance 
that prevalent uncertainty in the east respecting the 
political situation, together with reports of the Don- 
ner disasters of the past year, would have an unfavor- 
able effect. Oregon agents at forts Hall and Laramie 
also did much to discourage those who had California 
in view, not adhering more strictly to the truth in 
their statements than had Californian agents at the 
same points a few years earlier. Yet a party of about 
fifty came down from Oregon, arriving in June or 
earlier,*^ The regular immigration by the Humboldt 
and Truckee route may have numbered two hundred 

^5. F, Calif,, Jaly 10, 1847; Or. Spectator, June 10, 1847. Charlea Ben- 
nett and Stephen Staats, who later returned to Or., are named as members of 
this party. The S. F. CaL Star, Feb. 13, 1847, predicts a lajge immigration 
in the autumn and an immense one the next. In the Monitr^ Colif., Aug. 
29, 1 846, ia an extract from the Litth Rock Ga^Uc, announcing the cominff of 
an Arkansas company in 1847. See lettcra in praise of Cal., though minted 
with doubts on the actual state of aifairs, in Niks' lieg., Isxiii. Ill; Cults* 
Conq., 263-4; S. F. Bulletin, June 16, 1877; Belfast {Me.) Bepitb. J<yur., in 
Eur€hx Wee^t Coast Signal, May 24, 1871; Kewark [N. J.) Advertiser {letter 
of June 17th from Monterey), 
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souls, though, as we have seen, only about fifty names 
are knowD- The parties were met by Kearny and 
later by Stockton, and were passed by Brannan on 
his return from Salt Lake, news from these sources 
being published in the papers. They had no remark- 
able experience on the way, and arrived with seventy 
wagons at New Helvetia in the first half of October, 
Charles Hopper, a pioneer of 1841, now returning 
with his family, was in charge of the main company 
as guide or captain. There was another small party 
that attempted a northern cut-off to the upper Sac- 
ramento, but was obliged to take the Appleton routo 
to Oregon.^ As far west as Salt Lake Valley the 
Mormon trains formed a prominent element in the 
year's immigration- 

Of the overland parties of 1848 still less is known, 
but the immigration was perhaps not less numerous 
than in 1847, though there are only about thirty-five 
names on the records. The only narrative of the trip 

extant is that written from memory by J. P, C All- 
sopp, who came with a small party from New Orleans 
by way of St Louis and Independence. Several of 
the number stopped at Salt Lake to become Mor- 
mons, and seven, crossing the Sierra by the Carson 
Valley route, arrived at San Francisco in December/^ 
James T, Walker with a party of eight started in 
1847, but, being belated, was obliged to spend the 
winter in the Green River country^ and came on to 

^'^Aug, 23, 1847, Hunsacker aud Smith arrive at the fort with news o£ the 
immigration. H, Heh. Diarif^ MS., 100. Sept. 4th, news from Ft Hall ia 
extracts from a diary kept perhaps hy Brannan^H companions. 1,500 wagons 
turned aside to Or. S. F. Oal. Star. Sept. IStli, Brannan's report. 25 
wa^na probably at Truckee; others farther back. Id. O^fc. 3d-9th, arrival 
of immigrants at Sutter's. Gerke, Fairchild, Fourgeaud, and Beaton named. 
i^- Bdv. Ditwy, MS., 118-20. See also S^tf.r'3 Diary, 9. Oct. IGtb, Capt. 
Hopper's company of 60 wagons orossing the S. Joaquin on the way to S. 
Josoh Also mention of the party (Wiggins) which took the northern route. 
S. F. CaL Star; also ffisL Or., 1. 623, this aeries. Oct. 2lBt, Sntter to Va- 
Uejo- Immigration very smalli only 70 wagons. i^'alUjo, Doc., MS., sit. 315. 
See also Honolulu Polyjiesiariy iv. 51, 137, 146. James Fiadla^ S'tatementy 
MS., was B, member of Ilopper's company^ and gives a brief account of the 
journey. In Dec. a caravan of about 212 S'ew Mexicans arrived at Loa 
Angelea to trade. S, F. Califomittiij Dec. 29, 1847. 

°^AUsopp*s Leaves Jrom my Lo^j MS., 34-45. 
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California this year.^ Bigler of the returning Mor- 
mons gives some information of parties met by the 
way. On August 15th at the sink of the Humboldt 
they met eighteen emigrant wagons from Fort Hall. 
Ton more were met on the 26th; and nest day Cap- 
tain Hensley came up with a party of ten men on 
mules, who, after failing to follow the Hastings cut- 
off, had discovered a new and better route- Tliree 
days later appeared Captain Chiles with forty-eight 
wagons, claiming to have found a better way than 
Hensley's, but the latter's was taken by the Mormons, 
since Chiles' trail could not be found.^* 

*2 Contra Costa Co. Hist., 686. 

^Bigkr's Diary of a Mormon^ MS,, 89-9o. In the Oregon Specta&or, 
Sept. 7th^ ia a report from advance imraigranta that there were 600 wagona on 
the way, 300 of whicb would probably go to CaJ. 
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Washington— War Contributtions — MoDrFicATiONS by Mason and 

SHUEHICK- GOLD-I^UST FOR DuTIES— U. S. REVENUE La\V9 InTBODUGED 
WITH THE TbBATT^ — ThE FlRST StBAMBR IN CALIFORNIA WaTEBS — 

List of Vessels, 1846-8. 

Is accordance with Goveruor Pico's regulations of 
October 28, 1845, authorized by the territorial junta 
in its resolution of May 28th, three missions were 
sold and four rented to private individuals before the 
end of the year, as has been recorded in the preceding 
volume.^ Six. other establishments were to be sold 
in January, but a purchaser was found for only one, 
that of Soledad, bought by Feliciano Soberanes for 
$800 on the 4th. The sale of San Francisco was in 
later years ascribed to February 10th, but SantlUan's 
title was doubtless fraudulently antedated. There 

^ See vol. iv. p. 54&-o3. The establishraents sold were S. Juan Capiatvano 
to ForsterandMcKialeyforlTlO, rurisima to Temple for $1,110 (but the 
title was made out on Dec. (Mh to J> R. Malo), and S. Luis Obiapo to Scott, 
Wilson, and McKinleyfor^lO. Those rented were Sta Barbara to N", A. Den 
and Dan. Hill at $1,200, S. Bnenventora to Amaz and Botello at f 1,630. Sta 
In^ to Oovarrubias and Carrillo at $580, and S. Fernando to tHco and Manso 
at $1,120. 

(558) 
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were aJso sis missions remaining to be rented under 
tho regulations, as soon as obstacles arising from their 
debts could be removed, but these obstacles proved 
insuperable. Respecting the governor's legal right 
with the junta's approval to sell the mission estates at 
this time, doubts were expressed by able men in the 
litigation of later years; but the wisdom of the* policy 
and the good faith of the sales cannot be questioned. 
The titles acquired by the purchasers of the four 
missions named were finally confirmed.^ 

In his address to the assembly on March 2d, Gov- 
ernor Pico explained the condition of affairs, and 
called upon that body to devise some means of saving 
the missions from total ruin. The debts were large, 
creditors clamorous, and products limited. If leased, 
the amount of rent that could legally be applied to 
the payment of debts would be insignificant; if not 
rented, the expenses of administration would eat up 
all the revenue,^ The result was a resolution intro- 
duced by Juan Bandini* on March 23d, approved by 
the assembly on the 30th, signed by the president and 
secretary on the Sd, and published in a bando by 
Pico on the 4th of April, It authorized the govern- 
ment to '^ carry into effect the object of the decree 
of May 28, 1845," and if necessary for that purpose, 
to sell the mission estates at auction, distributing 
among the Indians any surplus of funds that might 
exist, and in any case providing for the maintenance 
of the padre and the expenses of public worship. It 
was to have no effect on what bad already been done 
under the earlier decree. I append a translation.* 

^ Land commission, no, 224, 410, 476, 526, in Hoffman's Bepts. 
■ March % 184C, Pico to assenibly. Olmrat Doc^, MS.> 17-18, See also 
SU Pap. Miss., MS., xi. 64. 

* In BaTidinif Doc., MS. , 66, are blotter copies, with eraeurea, interlineations, 
etc,, showing the development of the measure. M^om Bept. fit. Paj>.,MS,, 
viiL 89-95, as presented on March 23d, with a preamblo explaining the neces- 
sity of such" action. March 28th, Figueroa writes to Pico ou tie project. 
He was probably one of the committee. 

* March 30, 1846, decree of aaaembly on mLasiona, published by the gov- 
ernor on April 4th; 

Article 1. The government U authorized to carry into effect the object 
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Before aDytbing had been done to carry this de- 
cree into effect, there arrived from Mexico, dated 
November 14th and submitted to the assembly on 
April 15th, an order of the national government sus- 
pending all proceedings for the sale of mission prop- 
erty. This, without recorded comments, was referred 
on M^j 13th to the committee on missions, and noth- 
ing more is heard of it for several years,^ In original 

of the decree of 28tJi May la^t, published hy this honorable assembly, re- 
specting misaioDaj to which end, eceing the impracticability of renting, 
mentioned in article 3 of said decree, the departmental gOTetnment will act 
in the moaner which may appear most conducive to obviate the total ruin 
of the miaaiouia of San Gabriel, San Luis Eey, San Biego, and the remainder^ 
which are in aimilar circumataiices. 

Art. 2. As moat of these eBtablishments are owing large amoimta, if tho 
property on hand should not be suificieiit to aatiafy their acbuowledBed debts, 
attention shall be had to what the lawa determiae respecting bamiruptcies, 
and steps aUall be taken accordingly. 

Art. 3. Should government, by virtna of this authority, find that^ in 
order to prevent tne total ruin which threatens said missions^ it will be 
necessary to eell them to private persona, this shall be done at public auction, 
the customary notice being previously given. 

Art. 4, In case of sale^ if^ after the debts be paid, auy surplus should 
remain, this shall be divided among the Indiana of the premises sold, govern- 
ment taking care to make the most just distribution possible. 

Art. 5. In any case, care must be taken to secure a sufficient amount for 
tho maintenance of the padres aiid the expenses of public worship, the gov- 
ernment being at liberty to separate a part of the whole establishments, 
whether in hinds for cultivation, landed or other property, at its discretion, 
which will be sufficient to secure both objects, ttie respective priests being 
previously heard and attended to. 

Art, 6. The premises set ap^ according to the foregoing article shall 
be delivered as a sale at a perpetual intereat of four per cent; and the pro- 
ceeds shall be applied precisely to the objects mentioned in said a^rticle 6. 

Art. 7. What baa been done agreeably to what was ordained in the 
decree of the honorable assembly of the 2dth May, before cited, remains in 
full force; and these presents shall in no manner alter the contrdcts made 
ai]d measures t^en by government, in accordance with said decree of May 
181£>; nor shall they in future put any obstacle ui the way of what may be 
done in accordance thereto- 
Art- S, The government will remove any obstacles not foreseen in this 
decree; and within six months at furthest will notify this honorable a^embly 
of the result of its fulfilment. 

Halle/ih'd B^i., 166-7; Leg. Rec, MS., iv. 325-8; Dept. St. Pap. Angdes, 
M8-, s, 88-9. The original bando is also in my possession. Doc. ilkt. Cat., 
MS., iii. 155; and it has often been, reprinted in Spanish and English. In 
later Uti^ation^ the lawyers attempted to show that Picons reference to the 
date of tnia document aa April 3d was an evidence of fraud, but there is no 
foundation for such a theory, 

*Nov. 14, 1845, Minister Montesdeoca to gov. of Cal. 'It has come to the 
knowledge of the president that the departmental govt has made arrange- 
ments to sell at public auction all the property belonging to the missions, 
wbioh your predecessor had ordered to bo returned to the respective mission- 
aries for the management and administration of thoir temporalities; there- 
fore, he has seen 6t to notify me that that govt must report on those partiou- 
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archive records of later months of 1846, there is found 
but little to indicate that the Montesdeoca order was 
not obeyed, at least to the extent of suspendin<^ the 
sales." Yet in later years there were produced title 
deeds signed by Pico, showing the sale at different 
dates between May 4th and duly 4th of twelve mis- 
sions, including the four which had been rented in 
1845, I append a list, referring the reader to local 
annals for more particulars,^ These titles vary con- 
siderably in form. In none is there any allusion to a 
sale by auction, and it has never been claimed that 
the sale was of that character as required by the de- 
cree. The consideration, even where a definite sum is 
named, was in most cases an amount already due from 
the government for past advances, and in the other 
cases there is no evidence respecting the payment or 
use made of the raoney.^ Most of the titles require 

lare, suspeuding at once every proceedxDg connected with tLe alienation of 
the property in question pending the resolution of the supreme govt-* SL Pap.^ 

J/m, and Col,,m-y ii- 404-5; liarfTnau's Drkf, 49-50; Leg. Hec, MS., iii. 
329-30, 341, and often reproduced, Thia order had no bearing on the gover- 
nor's power to grant in regular form ranchos that had formerly been used by 
themiaaioufl, but referred only to buildinga, cattle^ lands in use, etc. Hoffmaii's 
Opinions^ paasira. It was also claimed that the order referred only to the 1^ 
mUaioDs restored to the padres in 1843, and not to S. Juan Bautista, BoUi' 
day's Brwft in Panaud v. U. S., Haifcs* Miss. B.^ S&G, p. 14. 

'May 13th, Pico calls upon all creditors of the missions to present their 
claims and proofs. CaeirOf Doc., MS., 84; S. Luis Ob., Arch.^ MS., S; Dept. 
St. Pap., Pvff. y Juzg., MS., ii. 117. There are also, iu SL Pap, Mis,, MS., 
3ti. 61-6, and t/uft. i)oc,, MS.» some records on the 3ale of S. Diego, S. Fernando, 
S. Bueuaventura^ and Soledad. 

^Missions sold by Pico in 1845: May 4th, S. Juan Bautiata to O. Delels- 
s^queB for a debt;; May Sth, S. Joa6 to Andres Pico and J. B. Alvarado for 
$1*^,000; May ISth, S. Luis Rey to Cot and Jos6 Ant. Pico for $2,437; June 
8th, S, Rafael to Ant. SuQol and A. M. Pico for $8,000, S. Buenaventura to 
Jos^ Ariiaa for $12,000, S. Diego to Santiago Ar^Uello for past servicea to govt, 
and S. Gabriel to Reid and Workman for debt; June 10th, Sta. Barbara to 
Rich. I)en for $7,500; June lyth, Sta In^s to Covarrubias and Joaquin Car- 
riUo for ?7*000; June 17th, S. Fernando to O^lis for $14,000; June 30th, 
orchard of Sta Clara to Castafieda, Arenas, and Diaz fur $1,'200; July 4th, 
S. Micuel to P. Rios and Wm Reed; June 4th, Soledad to Sobetauea for $800. 

The three sold ia 1845, aa already recorded, were Purislma, S. Luis 
Obispo, and S. Juan Capistrano. A fraudulent title to S. Francisco was 
dated Fob. lOtb. Respecting the disposition of S, Cirlos, Sta Cruz, S, An- 
tonio, and Solano nothing appears, except that at the latter {v bouse was 
granted by Castro to Prudon on Juno 3d. 

" i'ico has been accused of carrying away large suma to Mf.x. , but there ia 

nothing to support the charge. Inhia/Ikt. CVi?.,MS., 133-4, 171-2, heapeaks 

of the mission sales, without throwing n^nch light on the Bubject. He says he 

sold in J846 only five missiona; that the salca of S. Gabriel and S. Luie Eey 
Hist. Cm.., Vol. V. 86 
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the purcliaser to pay the mission debts, and to provide 
for the padre's support and the expenses of public 
■worship, also reserving from the sale the church and 
priest's residence. Some of them make provision for 
remnants of the commuuity Indians. Nearly all re- 
fer to the assembly's act aa the grantor's authority/^ 
and also to a general authorization from the supreme 
government, without naming any definite order or date, 
or alluding in any way to the Montesdeoca order. In 
later years a Mexican order of March 10th, declaring 
the governor and general 'facultados arapliamente' to 
defend the country, was produced as legalizing the 
sales." I regard the document in itself as sufficient, 
although the courts did not take this view of ii^^ But 
the date of receiving this order is not known; it is im- 
probable that it arrived before May 4th, when the 
sales began, or before the middle of June, when most 
of them had been effected; had it been in his posses- 
sion, Pico would almost certainly have cited it; and 
during the period between the reception of the Mon- 
tesdeoca order on April 15th and the unknown date 
when the Torncl order came to hand the governor 
had no right to sell the mission estates,^* 

In the case of several missions, it was proved clearly 
enough that the titles and corroborative papers in pri- 

dld not go into eSeot; ttiat the sale of S. Fernando was vLrtually & mortgage 
to secure auma contributed to the govt (it is tnie the deed contained a proviglon 
that the propertj- might be redeemed within S months); S. Biego was given 
to Arguelio for past services; and the conaiclcration for S. Buenaventura waa 
merely nominal. Not a dollar ever came into Pico's hands. 

^"^ Copies of moat of the titles are printed in Spanish and English in fle^rt- 
fiian^s Bri^y m Miss, Copies, appendix, A noticeable peculiarity is that the 
date of this act is generally given aa April 13th, instead of 3d (trece for ires). 

^ March 10, 1S4S, Tomel to Castro and Pico. The original in my posses- 
fliou. Pico, Doc., MS-, ii. 171- 

^^ Hoffn^n's OpinioTis, 12,38; U. 8. Sup. CouHBepts, I WaMt^, 745, 766. 



The * ample powers,' it seems to me, must have included the power to raise 
lung the only : 
"A'point not noticed, so far as I know, by the land lawyers was thia; the 



funds by selling the only national property in the province. 



Tornel order authorized Pico and Castro to adopt meaaures for the defence of 
(kl. ag^nst the Araericajiar but for nearly the whole period of the alleged 
mission sales Pico was atraininff every nerve — not to resist the Americans, for 
he did not believe im invasion imminent — bi!it to defend himself against Gen . 
Gaatrol The absence of the Tomel order from the archives may be explained 
either by the late date of its reception^ or, if it came in June, by Picons un- 
willinguesa to admit to the sureQos that Castro bad also the 'ample faculties.' 
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vate hands had been written after Pico's return to 
California in 1848, or at least after the raising of the 
United States flag in July 1846, and fraudulently 
antedated. That the same was true of others is 
strongly indicated by various circumstances; notably 
the absence of original archive evidence, the error in 
■date of the assembly's decree, with other irregularities 
in the documents,"the mystery enshrouding the alleged 
payment of large sums of money, the delay of pur- 
chasers in making known their claims, and the failure 
to call certain witnesses in the resulting litigation. I 
suppose, however, that several of the establishments 
were deeded more or less in good faith before July 7, 
1846, to creditors of the government who were willing 
to take the risks of obtaining confirmation of their 
titles; but I do not venture to name the missions so 
disposed of. 

The only subsequent action of Californian authori- 
ties in this connection was a decree of the assembly 
on October 30th, promulgated by Governor Flores 
on the 31ftt, which annulled Pico's sales, and author- 
ized the new ruler to mortgage some of the missions, 
and thus raise funds for a continued resistance to 
American invasion.^^ Of course under the United 
States regime this act had no validity except as an 
-argument respecting the view taken by Californians 
of the sales and their legality. As to the ultimate 
fate of these mission titles, the supreme court decided 

^* On the other hand, if Pico had written the tifclea after hia return iu 1848, 
Jie would naturally have cited the Tomel order in his poBSession. The sus- 
picious circumst^uicea ore catalogued and exaggerated by Hartman and others. 
The Mex, treaty commiBaionera in 1S48 assured the 17. S. representative that 
thcrfi had been no land grants eiiice May 13, 1846, 

"Oct- 27, IBiG, measure introduced by conj. on ways and means. Olvem, 
Doc, MS,, 46-8, Oct. 30th, Slati decree approved by assembly and published 
by Flores, Original in Soberanes, Doc.,MB^, 326; alsoin Halleeh'ft Bepf., 
167; Castro, Doc, M3., ii. 153; Jan&s^s, Doc, Ma, 33-5; Uvb. Doc, MS., 
360-1. Unfortunately thia decree does not name the misaiona that have been 
sold, and it may possibly refer to the sales of 1S45, It also provides that the 
missions ahall continue in the poaBcssion of the lessees. This might indicate 
iguoranCQ that the leased missions had been sold; but it must be noted that 
hy some of the deeds the puroha^ers were to liavo possession only on the 
«7cpiration of the lease. 
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in 1863, ill the cases of San Gabriel and San Luis 
Rey, that Pico had no right to make the sales; but 
before that decision was rendered, the titles of San Di- 
ego, San Buenaventura, San Fernando, Soledad, and 
San Juan Bautista had been finally confirmed by the 
land commisaion and district courts, while the other 
six had been rejected by the same tribunals. The 
'church property* proper, including the church build- 
ings, priest^s house, and lands to the extent of sis to 
one hundred and ninety acres at each of the twenty- 
one establishments, was finally confirmed to the arch- 
bishop, representing the catholic church. 

It soon became evident to the new rulers of Cali- 
fornia that there was room for much douht respecting 
the true ownership of the mission estates, and during 
1847-8 they wisely adhered to the policy of maintain- 
ing the matter in statu quo. On March 22, 1847,. 
Kearny ordered that four establishments in the north 
should remain in charge of the priests, without preju- 
dice to the rights of claimants, until proper judicial 
tribunals should be establish ed.^° This caused sonic 
trouble at Santa Clara, where American immigrants, 
had taken possession. Governor Mason announced 
that ** the cfovernment fully recoimizes and will sus- 
tain the rights of the priests at the missions and to 
all mission property, against ail who cannot in due 
course of law show a just and sound legal title;" and 
he once ordered a military force under Captain Naglee 
to eject the immigrants; but Padre Ilea finally per- 
mitted them to remain till after harvest, and longer 
by paying a small sum for the support of the church.'^ 
In the south the occupants, whether priests, lessees, 

^* March 22, 1847, Kearny^s order that S- JoB^, Sfca Clara, Sta Cini^, and 
S. Juan rem^n in charge of the prieetSn HaUeck^s Beptj 168; Arch. Arzob-, 
MS,, V, pt ii, p, 73-4, etc. 

" Cal. and JV. Mex. , Mess, and Doc. , JS50, p. 345-4. P. Real had sold 
Bome misaiou lands, luider orders from Gen. Castro of May 25 and June 16, 
1S46; but Mason on Jan. 3, 1848, declared jiU such aalea void, Keither did 
he permit claimants under the alleged Pico sale to take possession of the 
hard. At Sia Cruz, on complaint oi the oadre, forbade the e ' 



orchard. At Sia Cruz, on complaint of the padre, forbade the eale of lota by 
the alcalde. Id., 433. Pmdon^a occupancy of a buildi 
tained a^in&t the pa>dre'3 cloini and ulcalde's dee^lon* 
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or purchasers, were allowed to remain in possession; 
nor was interference permitted with the Indians who 
were living on certain tracts of disputed lands. Even 
a claimant under a grant from Governor Flores was 
temporarily sustained at Santa In^s. In the case of 
certain occupants who claimed a double title, that of 
lessee was preferred, and an effort was made to obtain 
documentary evidence for future use as well as to 
prevent a waste of property by a strict investigation 
of accounts. For alleged abuses, the lessee of San 
Buenaventura was ejected after investigation by 
Colonel Stevenson; and San Diego was also leased 
by the American authorities. In current correspond- 
ence there is little but local items. 

" Of general mission and ecclesiastical matters out- 
side of those connected with the disposal of estates, a 
bare mention will sufBce." This remark on the sub- 
ject for 1845 will apply equally well to the period of 
1846-8. At the beginning there were thirteen sur- 
viving friars, six Fernandinos, and seven Zacatecanos; 
at the end only one of the former, Padre Ordaz, was 
left, with six of the latter. The year of the Ameri- 
can conquest brought death to five of the missionaries. 
The old organization was kept up to a certain extent, 
Padre Duran retaining the prefecture in the south 
until his death in June 1846, and Anzar being suc- 
ceeded by Gonzalez as chief of the Zacatacan friars. 
Even the formality of assigning stipends for each of 
the missions was kept up in Mexico, though of course 
no money was forwarded,*^ Bishop Garcia Diego, 
being seriously ill in April 1846, appointed fathers 
Duran and Gonzalez as his vicars, who after the 
bishop's death in May took charge of the ecclesiasti- 
cal government; and after Duran's early death, Gon- 
zalez retained the position for the rest of the period.^^ 

1" Jfe-. Man. Ilade-nda, 1846-3. 

^" April 19, 1846^ bisliop to l^F. l>uran and Gonzales, with appoiotnitiiit. 
April 20tb, pastoral letter of D. and G,, asking for prayera, etc. April 22d, 
bishop annouacea the appt accepted byl). andU, April 28th, gov. announcea 
the matter. May Jst, 3a, death and burial of the bishop. May Uth, circular 
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Church matters led to few complications during the 
military occupation, though American ideas of mar- 
riage as a civil contract troubled the priests consid- 
erably, and their complaints caused Governor Mason 
to issue, in August 1847, an order forbidding alcaldes 
to perform the marriage ceremony when either of the 
parties was a member of the catholic church. Entire 
freedom was guaranteed in matters pertaining to re- 
ligious belief and worship; but beyond the preaching 
of the Mormon elders at San Francisco, and some 
slight beginnings of protestant service there and at 
San Jos^ and Santa Cruz, there was little to inter- 
rupt the current of old-time religious customs. 

Indian affairs, the doings of gentiles and apostates, 
will afford a few items for local annals of 1846-8; but 
the general subject requires but brief treatment. 
Naturally, the quarrels of Californian rulers, followed 
by the war of American occupation, tended to pro- 
mote rather than check the ravages of horse-thief 
tribes roaming through the broad interior. During 
the first half of 1846 complaints of depredations were 
of constant occurrence, especially in the Los Angeles 
region, where propositions to effect a loan, to send out an 
armed force, or to station a garrison at the Cajon pass 
were always pending; and where parties of volunteers 
under Lugo, Salazar, Palomares, Wilson, and others 
made several effective raids. Many Indians were 
killed, recovered property was distributed among the 
captors, and captive women and children were brought 
to the ranchos to work and be educated. In April 
the assembly went so far as to resolve in seven arti- 
cles to devote surplus revenues to active efforts against 

of tJ]© vicars. May 19th, enb-prefect orders thdrrecognltlon, Sta Clara, Par- 
roqida, MS., 29; Boc. Hist. Col., MS., iii, 187; Dept. St. Pap., MS., vii. 118; 
/i,. Pre/. yJuzg., il 62, 05, 118, iv. 65; Id., Atigdes, xL ]72j Sta Barbara, 
Lib. Mi3.yUS.,m;3. LuiJfOh., ^rcA„ MS., 25j JjvtA. jlm*., MS., v. pt ii. 
66. Oct. 7» 1847, tiiechapterof tho metropolitan of Mex- approves Oonzalez's 
title afl yicario capitular y gobemador de la mitra de Califomias. Arch. Obiap., 
MS., 2tS. In C'jrroip. Mis., MS,, 13-37, is an undated appeal of P. Gonzalez 
to the pope in behalf of Cal, asking for the power to adiami&ter con^rmat^cm* 
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the savages!^ At the same time, in reply to urgent 
petitions from the people of San Jose for protection, 
Governor Pico authorized the prefect to organize a 
yigorous campaign, and to pay expenses with $6,000 — 
from Castro's part of the revenues!^ Of Indian affairs 
in the Sacramento Valley at this time something lias 
been said in connection with Fremont's operations. 

During the war in the last h^f of 1846 prominent 
phases of the general subject, and almost the only 
ones of which anything is recorded, are the fears of 
Walla Walla invasion, the enlisting of Kern's Indian 
garrison at New Helvetia, and the formation of an 
Indian company to serve in the California battalion, 
all of which have been noticed elsewhere. Here I 
may mention a kind of census, by which the native 
population of the region about the fort, the district 
including the ranches and settlements of the valley, 
was made 2,665, a number increased to about 22,- 
000 by Bldwells estimate of the next year for the 
region above the Buttes.^^ In the San Jos6 district 
a somewhat extended campaign of Purser Watmough 
with San Francisco volunteers is recorded in Septem- 
ber.^^ In the south the only noticeable event was 
the massacre of eleven men at Pauma rancho in 
December by Garra's band of Cahuillas and fugitive 
ex-neophytes of San Luis Rey, These men had re- 
tired to Pauma to avoid military service either for or 
against Flores. There was an unfounded theory that 
they were really killed in the fight at San Pascuah 
The Indians were instigated by William Marshall, 
who doubtless led them to suppose their acts would 
be approved by the Americans, Marshall was after- 
wards hanged for this offence; and in January Garra's 

^ Leg. Bee., M^., iv. 3S2-3; Doc. Hisi. Ccd.,hl^.,m., 192; Dept^SL Pap., 
MS,, ^iii, 97-9; Id., Pre/, y Juzg., ii. 123. If tho surplus did not suffice, 
ciTil employ^ were to be called upon for part of their mariea. 

^^DepL St. Pap., MS., vii. 45-8; Doc. Mist. CcU., MS., iii. 101; S. Josi 
Arch.t MS., Loose Pap<, 3i» 

^* Originals in McKinstry's Pap., MS. 

"^ Mont. Calif., September 26, 1S40, Long account by C, P, Briggs in 
Nap<i, Reporter, Aug. 31, 1872. 
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band was drawn into an ambush, and most of the 
offenders slain by a force of friendly Indians and Cal- 
ifornians under Lugo.^* 

In 1847-8 under American rule depredations of 
hostile Indians still continued, and the records show- 
but slight change in methods or results of warfare 
against them. None of the local happenings are of 
sufficient importance to call for notice here. In 
April General Kearny appointed Sutter as sub-Indian 
agent for the district of the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin, and Vallejo for the Sonoma district extend- 
ing to Cache Creek and Clear Lake, Their salary 
was to be $750. They \vere to have no power to 
spend public money, but were to deal chiefly in good 
advice, explanation of recent changes in government, 
and promises of reward or threats of punishment 
from the president of the United States as the 'great 
father' of the Indians, mainly bent on taking care of 
his good children. Both Yailejo and Sutter had 
large experience in dealing with the Indians of their 
respective districts^ and no better men could have 
been selected for the position. In August Captain 
X D. Hunter was appointed agent for the southern 
district, with headquarters at San Luis Hey, and ad- 
ditional instructions were issued by Governor Mason, 
in which he enjoined upon the agents the care and 
protection of Indian servants and ex-neophytes, as 
well as the keeping in check of gentile bands. Sta- 
tistics and information on manners and customs were 
also called for, and a new supply of promises fur- 
nished, though there were as yet no funds available 
for the purchase of gifts.^^ In the Sacramento Valley 

''* See local annala of S. Diego, chap, sxiii. of tbia volume, 
^^ April 7, 1847» Sutter's flppointinent. April Uth, Vallejo^s. Aug. 1st, 
Hunter's. Aag. ICtb, Mason's iustraGtione, CaL and JV, Mex., Mesi. and 
Doc, 1850, 2&4-7. 344^, 358-9; VaUejo, Doc., MS., i. 23-4j xii. 311; 8. K 
Ctdifo^^ian, April 10, I7i 1847. Oct. 30tli, Vallejo^s recommendationa on 
regulations for lodiao matters. VaU^o^ Doc., MS., xii. 317; (Tnb. Doc, MS., 
9i-7. Nov, 29thj Mason's order forbidding sale of liquor to Indians, Origi- 



nal print in Enclish and Spanish. VaUfjOf Doc, xiL 319; 8. F. Oali/ornianj 

'. In Apri" 
accepted. April I5th, May 25th, Valkjo, Doc, MS.," xii, 342, 346. 



Dec. S, 1847. In April 1S48 Vallejo offered his resignation, which was not 
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there were complaints of outrages by settlerSj notably 
in July, when Armijoj Smith, and Egger killed a dozen 
Indiana in capturing some forty for laborers^ an act 
that resulted in a trial of the offenders by a special 
court San Jos6 residents also abused the Indians, 
and took horses from them on the Cosunines; an^l 
the records contain frequent mention of depredations 
and of expeditions in preparation. Also in the dis- 
tricts of Los Angeles and San Diego complaints and 
raids continued, the dragoons being defeated on one 
or two occasions by the Indians. The same state of 
things continued in the early part of 1848, but the 
items are vaguely recorded or unimportant. In May 
there were alarming rumors in the Sonoma district, 
but they were believed to have no other foundation 
than a desire to prevent the removal of troops and 
the recall of citizens from their search for gold^ 
Better founded were the fears at Los Angeles in 
August on the disbanding of the volunteers at tho 
end of the Mar; but arms were furnished the citizens, 
and no serious disasters resulted. 

At the end of this chapter I give a Ust of vessels 
shown by different records to have visited the coast in 
1846-8, though it is doubtless not so complete as the 
similar lists for earlier years. Of commercial and 
maritime annals during this period of transition from 
Mexican to United States methods, beyond what has 
been included in the narrative of political events^ there 
is naturally little to be presented. Particularly Is this 
true during the period of military operations from June 
1846 to January 1847. Statistical and other records 
are meagre; but slight attention was paid to the 
observance of any system; there were no notable eon- 
troversies or other happenings; and the series of pctt}^ 
detached items that might he put in print would bo 
uninteresting as well as valueless. From January to 
July 1846 commercial affairs were in the same condi- 
tion as in the preceding year, the only change being 
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an order of Governor Pico in March abolishing the 
tax of $600 per year on each foreign vessel.^ Tho 
Monterey custom-house remained in charge of Guerra, 
and finally of Hartnell,*^ while Abrego retained con- 
trol of the treasury.^ A few petty regulations on 
trade and the collection of duties were issued by Gov- 
ernor Stockton or his' subordinates,^ Exports of the 
year were estimated by Larkin at 80,000 hides, 60,000 
arrobas of tallow, 10,000 fanegas of wheat, soap to the 
value of $10,000, and furs $20,000, 1,000 barrels of 
brandy and wine, 200 ounces of gold, and 1,000,000 
feet of lumber,^ 

Of trade statistics for 1847-8 we have still but 
fragmentary items, San Francisco having become 
now the chief port of entry, doing more business 
probably than all the others combined, and attracting 
some attention as a Pacific metropolis threatening the 
supremacy of Honolulu-*^ Exports and imports at 
San Francisco for the last quarter of 1847 were 
$49,598 and $53,590 respectively, the former includ- 
ing $30,354 of Californian products, and $31,741 of 

^Mar. 28, 1S46, Pico abolishea the tax cm foreigp vesaela. De^, SLPap.^ 
Ben. Cust.-II.t MS., viii. 14; against protest of adminisbrator at Mont Depi. 
SL Pap,, Ben., M3., iii. 86, 

"' In May Hartnell was admin. , Jos^ Rafael Gonzalez, com. da ccladores, 
and the ccladorea, Benito Diaz» Ant Chavez, Jacinto Kodriguez, and Wm A. 
Hartnell, JOoc. Hist Col. , iii, 204» HartneU was inspector m Sept., and Tal- 
bot H, Green collector in Nov. 

'^ There ore no complete accounts oitant. In April receipts from cnstoms 
were $26,820; the outlay was $32,56^, including |11,552 for extraordinary ex- 
penses; and the balance in the treasury May lal was $10,835. DepL SL Pap., 
MS.,xiii. 16-17, 

™Aug. iDth, Stockton fixed a tariff of 15 per cent on imported goods, and 
a tonnage duty of 50 cents. OuU^* Oonq,, 125. Sept. 4th, S. orders collector 
of S. Diego to collect {10 anchorage on whalera instead of the tonnage, Miscel. 
HxBt. Pap-t MS.f no. 3- Ang. 29th, elabora.te regnbtiona for inapectora of 
hides and tallow for the region round S. F. Bay, approved by the comandante, 
and signed by Alcalde Bartletfc. Sauzalito, Corte Madera, S, Rafael, Peta- 
luraa, Sonoma, Napa, Sutter'a Landinif, and Dr Marshes Landing were tho 
places where produce mia[ht be shipped for Yerba Buena, besides others ap- 
parently on the Contra Costa. SonOTtta Sta Rosa Dem., Dee. 30, 187L Sept. 
6th» trade regulations of Capt Montgomery. S. F. Munic. JleptSt 1666-7, p. 
519. 

^**Larkiii'a Descrip. Cal., MS., 94. July 24th, L. writea to Ha eonsin in 
Boston very enthusiastically on commercial prospects. Doc., MS., iv. 227. 

^' See //on. Polynesian, iv, 78, 135, v, 17, It need not be added that tho 
Hawaiians did not altogether admit tbe danger, or fuar the aonihilation of 
their trade. 
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the latter cominj; from the Sandwich Islands, An 
estimate of the time was $250,000 for the year's im- 
ports from Honolulu at all the ports.*^ Arrivals of 
merchant vessels at San Francisco for the year end- 
ing April 1848 were eighty-five.** Exporte from Santa 
Barbara from March to September 1847 amounted to 
$27,780-^* At Monterey sixty-seven vessels arrived 
in thirteen months ending October 9, 1848, of which 
fifty-five were traders with a tonnage of 11,504 tons. 
The amount of duties collected at Monterey in the 
same period was$25,000,and in all California $120,000, 
according to a record kept by a naval oflicer,^^ In 
August 1847 Larkin wrote to the government, ''the 
commerce of Cahfornia has trebled within a year. 
The regular traders of many years' standing from 
Boston appear to have retired from the trade, which 
is now carried on by transient vessels from the Sand- 
wich Islands, South America, and the United States."^ 
From the beginning of 1847 we have a series of 
communicationa that passed between Governor Mason, 
the collectors of ports, and military commandants of 
the several districts, on commercial affairs and the 
collection of revenues. Most relate to the appoint- 
ment of collectors and their duties in various matters 
of official routine.^'' These collectors received a salary 
of $1,000, except at San Francisco, where it was 
$1,200; and they made quarterly returns to the mili- 
tary commandants of their respective districts, the 

*'5. F. CcUif,, Mar. 29, 1S48. Of the exports $33,890 went to Honolulu, 
$7,286 to Sitka, $5,000 to Mazatlaji, $2,000 to U. S.; importa from U. S., 
JG,791, Oregon, ¥7,702, Gbili, $3,676, S. I., $31,741, Sitka. $2,471, Bremen, 
84^3, Mcx., $712, Copied in Annah of S. F., 108; Cronke'B 2ifU. Wealth, 
63; HunVs Merck. Mag.t siic. 52, otc. 

«S. F. ^i/a, Apr. 17. 1852. 

^'Oarri/i?, ^oc.MSm J5. Dutieaforquarterending June 30th were $307. 
/rf., II, 16. » 

^^ Niles* Re(f.f Isxv. 208. For 6 months ending Feb> 1847, the number of 
trading vessels entering Monterey was 23. LarMn's Off. Corresp.^ MS., ii. 
112. 

^^LarUn's Of. Corresp., MS., ii. 120. In June L. had written, ^GJooda 
are falling off in price; produce from the ranchofl ifl rising.' /rf., i. 150, 

^^ Cat. and J^. Mex., Mesa, and Doc, 1B50-, passim; also the same or 
similar letters in MS. collections, and in the 8. h\ Star and Cai'foT^ian. 
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resulting funds being subject to the governor's orders 
for expenses of the civil goveratoent.^ As to system, 
the ports were still regarded as Mexican, and in theory 
the old regulations were followed, except as modified 
by circumstances, according to the views of the new 
authorities. Practically, and in accordance with prom- 
ises by different commanders during the war, the old 
burdens were largely removed, much to the satisfac- 
tion of both the people and traders. In February it 
was ordered that certain staple articles of food should 
be admitted free for !:>ix months ; and by the regulations 
of March and April the cargoes of American vessels 
were to be admitted free, those of foreign vessels to 
pay fifteen per cent on the value at the port of entry, 
with five cents per ton anchorage, and fees aiiiounting 
to four dollars,^ Even under these regulations there 
was much smuggling, but of several confiscations 
recorded none seem to require notice- 
In October, however, there came from Washington 
new orders, including tariff regulations formed in 
March for all Mexican ports in possession of the 
United States, It was decided to open all these 
porta to trade, to collect heavy specific duties as war 
contributions, and thus to force the Mexican govern- 
ment by the loss of revenue and by popular complaints 
of high prices to treat for peace. As a war measure 
directed against a hostile people, this was perhaps 
good policy; but the regulations were absurdly inap- 
plicable to the condition of California, where the 
natives were not only submissive, but without national 
influence, and where American residents were the 

^^The collectora were: at San Diego, Pedro C. Carrillo, Santiago Argiiello, 
and from Jime Miguel Pedrorona; at S. Pedro» Bav, W. Alexander; at Sta 
Birbara, Pedro C. Carrillo; at Monterey, Talbot H, Green; at S. F., Wm A. 
Richardson. • 

^*Feb. 11, 1847, Sbabricfc'fl order for free admiaaion of beef, pork, bread, 
flour, bntter, clieeae, sugar, and rice for sis months. S. F, Cfil. Star, Feb. 
20, 1347, March 2&th, Biddle^s orders to coUectora, Carrillo. Doc., MS., 7- 
S; and other orders of like import In April. No vessel could clear for 
Mey, porta not held by the IT. S. Nothing but specie, treasury notes, or 
drafts to be received for duties. 
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chief purchasers of importeil goods.^^ Mason and 
Shubrick recognized at onco the injustice and impolicy 
of such a measure in California, and decided not to 
enforce its most onerous requirements. Explaining 
their reasons to the government and announcing in 
proclamations that the continuance of their lenient 
policy would depend on the good behavior of the 
people, they issued in October a new series of regu- 
lations radically different in many respects from those 
of the national authorities,*^ 

'" U, S. Govt Doc, 30th cong. lat aese., H, Es. Doc. I, p. 552-89; with 
oorrespoTidenee at Waahington precedmg and following the new regulations, 
which bore date of March SOth, and was sent to Cal. on May lOth. Tha 
essential features were aa follows: Ports open to all but Mex, vessels; $t per 
too for ftll port charges; ^ high apecific duty — too long for reproduction hero 
— on all imported goods; all goods to be unloaded at the first port entered; 
goods shipped from port to port to pay the same duties as if coming from 
ahroadf and this coasting trade to be open only to American vessels; 
military stores contraband; mining macliincry free, and ako all U. S, 
stores; exports free; all Mes. monopolies and prohibitions annallod; strin- 
gent regulations for all details of collection, con^scation, etc. ; and the oollec- 
tion of rcvenne to be in the hands of military officers, 

"Oct. 20| 1847j MaBDii'a commercial reffulatlona in Honolulu PolyHtaian^ 
IV. )]4, in 26 articles. Oct. Dfch, Shubrii3c and Mason to people of Cal,, 
threatening to enforce the orders on military contributions in case of any dis- 
turbance of the peace, 5. F, Californiaiir Oct. 20, 27, 1847. Some regula- 
tions by Shubrick on Sept. 15th are referred to, but I have not found them. 
Oct. 14th, 20th, various instructions from Mason, ^n accordance with the neW 
regulations, Caf, and N. Mex., Mms. and Doc, ,1S50, p, 404-10. Sept. 23d, 
'all vessels, not American^ engaged in the coast Iratle pay the same duties a? 
when coming from a foreign port.' Id,, 397- Editorial on tho tariff rognla- 
tioua, in S, F. Calif., Nov. 24, 1847. Call for a meeting at S. F. to prepare 
a memorial to congress ou the subject. Id., Dec. 1, 1847. Objections to tho 
new system. Nth? R^g^, Ixxii. 20&-10, 219. The tariff is also given in ^mer. 
Almanac, 1648, p. 178. Nov. lOthTLarkin to sec. stat^, in defence of Mason's 
course in substituting a modified tariff. Larkin's Off. Corrt^p., MS., ii. 12. 
Nov. 11th, Maaon to adjutant-general, defending tho liberties he has taken, 
and explaining some of his innovations. M^ss. and Doc, 1830, p, 422-5. 
' Promises and assurances founded upon these instructions (those to Kearny of 
June 3, 1S4G) have gone forth to the people of Cal. as a soleom pledge on the 
part of our govt. It was believed and received by tho people generally as a 
pledge; but some of our enemies have asserted that these promises were made 
by us to delude them iato subordination , after which the same high duties and 
restrictions on commerce would he restored. N"ow, these persons pass for 
prophets, because after nearly a year of quiet, high duties are again ordered 
to bo laid, with restrictions on the coast trade, that will in a great measure 
prevent the expected competition and reduction of prices; thia^ too, with Qte 
avowed declaration to treat the Califoraians as open enemies, subject to mili- 
tary contributions ... I would moat earnestly recommend that these duties and 
restrictions be withdrawn,' May 10th, sec, war to Kearny, forwarding the 
new regulations. Whalers not subject to duties or tonnage unless engaj^ing 
ill trade. Vessels which left the U. S. before the new orders need pay duties 
at each port only on the goods landed tlicre. U. S, Govt Doc-t 30th cong. Isti 
sess., n. Ejc- Doc. 1, p. 566-7. Oct. 13tb, the last-named privilege extended 
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For the specific duties was substituted an ad valorem 
rate of twenty per cent ; tonnage was reduced from one 
dollar to fifteen cents; the rule requiring all the cargo 
to be landed at the first port was ignored; the privi- 
lege of the coasting trade was extended to all vessels 
owned in California; products of the country might bo 
freely shipped frora one port to another; and no duty 
was to be collected on lumber. The collection of 
revenue was now imposed on the military comman- 
dants, and the collectorSj except at San Pedro where 
there was no military post, lost their places, 

I find no evidence that the government at Wash- 
ington over disapproved the military governor's inno- 
vations, or that more than a tacit approval was given. 
Some slight modifications were adopted before Mason's 
protest was received; and in November others more 
important, changing the specific to ad valorem duties 
of twenty and thirty per cent on two classes, or lists, 
of imports — but all apparently without the sHghtest 
reference either to California's needs or the governor's 
acts. The revised regulations arrived in April 1848.'^ 
Except that the coasting trade was now declared 
open to all vessels^ I find no indication in commercial 
correspondence of the time that any essential changes 
were made. At the end of July, however, Mason in- 
structed his officers to receive for duties gold-dust at 
very low rates on deposit, redeemable for coin in three 
and sis months,^* 

In August 1848, on receipt of news that the war 

to all vesaela, Amer. and foreign. Id^^ 686. A vessel inay proceed from pott 
to port to make np a cargo of exports free of all dutiea. /rf. Nov. lOth, the 
former Mex. esport duty on precioas nietak to be colle<ited. Approved by 
pre8,Nov, 16th, /^., 587. 

'^ April 28, 1848, Maaon. to Foleom, forwarding the modiJicationa of Nov. fi, 
1847, not given. Cal. and N, Mex., Mtss. and Doc, 1330, p. 544-5. July 
26thj custom-lioua© and port regulations hy Maaon, with no reference to rates 
of duties, Id.j 583-5* Msacellaneous corresp. of 1848, in Id., passim. The 
subatance of the modifieationa of Nov. 0th is given in S, F, Cat. Star, Hay 
20, 1848, 

^Mes8. and Doc, 1850^ p. 664, Mason to Howard, Gillespie, and Ward, 
Also other orders to same purport, M, had at first eonacnted to take ^old if 
melted into eome convenient form, but finally decided that he had no right to 
do so. In Sept, it isaa decided to isane sea letlere to vesBsls owned by Amer- 
icans, which should serve as registry papers temporarily, Xd., 671, 
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had been ended and a treaty signed, the authorities 
decided, without special instructions froni Washing- 
ton, that as California was now a part of the United 
States, the national revenue laws must be enforced. 
Accordingly the collectors were reappointed and fur- 
nished with copies of the regular custom-house regu- 
lations for their guidance, though they were still, in 
the absence of orders to the contrary, under the 
supervision of the military chiefs" There was no 
subsequent change in 1848» American vessels enter- 
ing free and foreign imports paying duties as at any 
American port. In the early part of 1849, however, 
and before the revenue laws were formally extended 
to California by act of congress, a new view of the 
matten was taken by Governor Mason; namely, that 
foreign cargoes could not be legally admitted in Cali- 
fornia, where there was no regular port of entry; yet, 
to prevent inconvenience and expense, the authorities 
would take the liberty of admitting such cargoes on 
payment of duties and fees,*^ Of the amount of 
military contributions and irregularly collected reve- 
nues collected in 1847-8, I find no definite record; 
but before the convention of 1849 the amount yet 
unexpended was nearly a million, and, as we shall 
see, the disposition to be made of this 'civil fund' 
became a subject of discussion later. 

In maritime annals of this period the appearance of 
the first steamer in Californian waters merits a pass- 
ing notice,** among the vessels of 1846-8, with a list 

"/t^,, 692, 655-60. Pedrorena was appointed at S. Diego, Aug. 7th; 
Alexander continued at 8, Pedro; Lieut Cariiea apparently con tinned at Sta. 
Barbara; and Edward H. Hanisou appointed at S. F, after Edward Gilbert 
had dedined. 

^Feb. 24, IS49, Mason to Harrison. Id., 694-6, Oet. 9, 1848, eec. war 
decides that no duties can be collected on. Amer, gooda or such as have paid 
duties in U. S. ports; but ho gives no instructions on foreign imports. Id.^ 
253h In March Gen. Smith introduced fitill another variation in theory not 
affecting the practice; namely, that foreign vesaela might land their goods by 
'depositing' the amount of duties and fees, 'subject to such diaposition as 
congress may make of them.' Id.^ 713, 

*^ The best authod^ on this subject is G«o. McKinstry in original letters 
found in McKin^try's fiap., MS., 4CM, tlie author having made the trip to 



576 MISSIONS— INDIAN AFFAIRS -GO MxMEKCK 

of which I conclude this chapter.*' The steamer had 
no name, but has since been called the Sitka, Her 
dimensions were: length 37 feet, breadth of beam 9 
feet, depth of hold 3-^- feet, drawing 18 inches of 

Sacramento on the steamer, A notice of tJie arrival from Sitka la found in 
the S. F, Col. StaTj Oct. 23, 1347. Notice of the eteamer at Sonoma Nov, 
23thj when there was a celebration, with toasts to the *rival towns of SononifL 
and S. F/ Cahfommn, Bee, 1, 1S47. See also Annals of 8. R, 197; ^. F. 
Directory, 18o2; Hvfchijigft' Maj.^ "v. 4; Sac. Directory, 1871, p. 103; Sac- 
rameuto Illvst., 8; Hon. 8. L Nev^a, ii. 50; 8. F. Alia, May 4, 1858; Nov. 12^ 
1872; Sojc. Union, May 19. 1858; S. K BuUeti/i, Feb. 20, 1S68; and many 
other newspaper articles. Some accounts describe the boat as a stern- 
wheeler; and Bome say she was 00 ft long and 17 ft wide. 

*^ Vessela on the coast of California, 184fi-8i 

Abigail, Amer. whaler; Barnard, nrnater; at S» F. July-Ang, 1846. 

Admittance^ prize ship; at Mont. June, Sept. 1847; under coromand of 
Lieut Hevcre. 

Alford, Hamburg brig; at S, F. March 1846. 

Aike, Hinckley, master; at S. F- Sept. 1847. 

America, whaler; Kaah, master; at S. F. Sept. 1846. 

Anais, French schr; Limantour; &t Sta B. and S. Pedro July-Aag 1S47- 
Also at Mont, and S. F. in May, 

Antjola, Amer. bark; 311 tons; Samn Varney; at Mont, from Salem iuid. 
Honolulu for Sitka in Juno 1846, consigned to Larkin. Again at Mont, and 
S. F. in Nov. 1847, from Honolulu. 

Anitat Ainer. bark; Woodworth and Shoire; on the coaat 1847-8. Cargo 
cost $25,000; S sold for 320,000; duties, Sl':i,O00. 

Antonita, schr, built in Cal. 1847; Kousillon & Sainsevain, owners; K. G-ray, 
master; 34 tons, 40 ft long, 6 ft 8 in. deep, 12 ft 4 in. wide. Permit to trade 
Nov. 23d. 

Ariel, Haw. schr; Griffin; from Honolulu; wrecked 200 miles from S. F. in 
Oct. 1848. Passengers and crow saved. 

Armata, Amer. ship; Pitch; at S. F. from New Loudon Sept. 1847. 

Bailed, Rubs, brig; Lieut Rudierkof; at Mont, in Sept. 18^. 

BarTtstable, Amer ship, Arr, S. Diego in March 1846; Hal^ master; at 
£ta B. and S, Pedro in Aug. Aids Com. Stockton in Oct. at Mont, and S. F. 
On tho coast throughout ia47i and in spring of 1848. 

Beffcfst, brig from N. Y.; at S. F. Oct. 1848, Said to have been the first 
ve*sel to discharge cargo ^■ithout lighters. 

Be/tj. Rush, Amer, ship; L. H. Smith; at S, F, Sept. 1846. 

Bowditch, Amer. ship; Borden; from Rhode Island; at S. F. Sept. 1847- 

Britlante, French corvette; E. die Bouzet, Arr. 3. F. from Callao Sept. 
24tht Mont. Oct. Ist-Tth, 1840, with the eonanl Moerenhaut on board. 

Brooklyn^ Amer. ship; 450 tons; Richardson. Arr, S. F. from N. Y. with 
Mormon colony July 31, 1846. Viaitcd other ports, and sailed in Sept. for 
Paaami via Honolulu. (See chap, sx.) 

Brtdus, Amer. ship; Adams. Arr. S. F. April 17, 1847p from N, Y. with 
part of the N. Y. volunteers. (See chap, sviii,) 

Cabinet^ Amer. whaler; Bottene; at S- F. Aug. -Sept, 1846- 

C'M^dhoro, H. B. Co. "s brig; at S, F. Jan, 1846, with crew of the U. S. schr 
Shark; wrecked in the north, 

California, Amer, ship; Fisher; at S. F. Sept. 1847, from N. Bedford. 

CallaOf Engl, bark; JRilttniflnn; at Mont, in Sept, 1848. 

Caroline, hark; Halsey; at S. F. Sept. 1S46. 

Charks, Amer, ship; Thomas Andrews; brought naval stores and a private 
cargo to Mort, 1847. Sold | of the cargo at immense profit at S. F. after the 
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water, and having side wheels moved by a miniaturo 
engine. She was built at Sitka by an American as 
a pleasure-boat for the officers of the Russian com- 
paoyj and was purchased by Lcidesdorff, being brought 

diacoveiy of gold ia 1848. The supercargo took gold-dust and canied it home 
overland acrosa Mexico, but the anxieties of tho trip killed him. 

Charks and Edwtvrd, schr; at Sonoma and S. F. Sept. 184S. 

Ciitsefl, ship; Lansing; at S. F. Aug. iS47, from N. W. coast, 

Clementine, whale ehip; Hashagen; at S. F. Oct,-Kov. 1847. 

ColUngwoody Brit, nian-of-war; Admiral Seymour; at Mont, in July 1846, 
from Mazatlaii, thence to Honolulu, {See chap, is.) 

ColurnUa, H. B. Co. 'a bark; Duncan; at S. F. April 1847, from Columhia 
River. At Honolulu in May. 

Colti'mhus, U, S. ship; Commodore Biddle, Capt> T. W. Wyman; at Mont- 
and S. F. March-July 1847. (Chap, xvii.) 

Columbus, Amer. whaler; Hutchins; at S. F. Aug. -Sept. 1840, 

Commodort Shubrich, Hawaiian schr; 60 tons; Von Piister; at S. F., Mont,, 
and Sta Cruz in April-June 1847. She came back from Honolulu in Sept., 
Mobran {or Morgaji], and wag Bold to Kuckel 4 Cooke, Elliot Libbey becom- 
ing master. Licensed to trade by Gov. Mason Nov, llth, 

Uommodore Stockton, achr; Young, and later Kinch; running between 
Mont.> S. F., Bodega, and Oregon Jan. -Dec. 1847. 

CoTicepf^on, Cent. Amer. brig; Beristaiu; at S, Pedro and Sta B. in Sept, 
1847. She reloaded her cargo after paying duties, and departed before Feb. 
1848. 

Cov/edGfaciimf Chil, ship; Jonea, master; Hich. Carson, sup.; at the ports 
June-Uct. 1847. 

Congress, U, S. frigate; Com. Stockton, Capt. Dupout, Lieut Livingstone, 
Art. Mont, from Honoluln July 15, 1846. On the coaat through IM6-7-S. 

CoTtstantint, Ruas. brig; atS. F. from. Sitta Jan, 1847. 

Copia, Amer. whaler; Taber; at S. F. Aug. 1S47. 

Corta, Amer. ship; Hempstead; at S. F. &om New London Nov. 1S47. 

Covingt<m, Amer. ahip; Duval; atS. P. from Warren, R. I., Sept. 1847. 

Currency Las^, schr; Geo. Mdjean; at S. P. and other ports froni Hono- 
lulu April-May i847» and again from Nov. 1647 to Jan, 184S. Perhaps had 
made a trip in 1346 also* 

Cyane,\J. 9. man-of-war; Mervine and Pupont; on the CaJifomian and 
Mexican coast during the conquest in 1&4&-7. Some details of movements 
have been given in my chapters. She arrived at Norfolk, Va., in Cot. 1848, 

Dale, ll, S. man-of-warj W. W. McKean; on the coaat Dec-Jan. 1846^7; 
again in Cal. ports May-Sept, under Selfridge; and in Oct,-Nov. 1848 under 
Eudd, 

ZJoii Quixote, Hawaiian bark; Paty; ou the coast Mat-ch-April, 1846, from 
Honolulu, Carried Castillero as commissioner to Mex, Again on tho coaat 
Ang.-Nov. and in Feb. 1847. 

Eagle, brig; Levctt; at S. F, Feb. 184S from China. 

Edward^ Amer. abip; John S, Barker; at S. F. Sept. 1846. 

mizabetk, Amer. whaler; Hall; at S. F. Aug.-Sept. 1840. 

Elizabeth, Amer. brig; King; on the coaat from Honolulu Jan. -Dec. 1847, 
and wrecke^l near Sta B. Feb. 1848. 

El Placer, brigantine, CO tons; Charles Wolters, master and owner; a 

Erize of the Cyane^ formerly the Mioiuel Adolfo, Amer, sea-letter granted 
y Gov, Mason Nov. 15, 1848. 
EmUy Morgan, Amer. ship; Ewer; at S. F. from New Bedford, Aug. 1847. 
Erk^ U. S, atore-ship; Turner; at S, F, and Mont. Aug.-Sept. 1846, and 
Hiflr. CaIth, Vol. T. 37 
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down to San Francisco in October 1847 on the Nas- 
lednih Having made a trial trip on November 15th, 
she ventured later to Santa Clara and then to Sonoma. 
Finally, on the 28th of November, she started on the 

again Feb, -Oct. 1847, bringing Col Maaon, and Lieut WataoOj wbo took com- 
riutnd of the ship. 

Euphemia, Hawaiian brig; 150 toos; Thoa RuBsnm; at Mont. March^Aup;. 
1846 from Honolulu. WmH. Davis, sup. and part owner, givea nmny details 
in bis Glimpses, MS., 335 et aeq., 35^-4. Sbe camo back in Nov.-Marcb 
1846-7; also in July-Sept. 1847; and in 1848 with Vioget aa master, 

Euphratesj Amer. ahip; Edwards; at S. F, Sept. 1847 from Now Bedford, 

Europaf Bremen wbaler; Cums; at S. F. Aug, 1846. 

3e£lin£j Amer. brig; Uoodwin; at S. F. Aug. 1847 from Honolulu. 

Fama, Amer. ship; Nye; came from Honolulu in 1845^ aud wafl wrecked 
near Sta R on Feb. 26, 1846. 

Ferdinand, French whaler; at S. F. Sept. 1846. 

Fkcha, 3cbr; Mont. May 1848. 

Franciscay Amer. biig; Lemoine; on the coast from Honolulu Feb. 1847; 
&nd again in Jtme, being wrecked at Sta B. in Nov. 

General Keamyy aehr; Shelly^ and later Menaies; at S. F. and otter porta 
April-May 1847. Had some trouble about entering as an American vessel, 

Gforgiojia, Amer. bark; Kelly; at S. F. Aug. from Valparaiso for Honolulu. 

Golden Oatt, pilot-boat from Boston; at 8. F. Dec 1846. 

IfaalUio, Haw. achr; Smrth; left Honolulu Oct. 1848 for S, F. 

Hannah, Amer, brig; Chever; on the Goaat Jan. -March 1846. Carri^ed 
deapatchos from Larkin to Mazatlau. 

Jlenry, Amer. brig; Bray, and later Wm R. Kilbom; at S. i\ from Colum- 
bia Riv. Aug. 1847, and again in Not. -Dec, landing goods at Sta Cruz. In 
May 1848 she was at Mont, bound to Mazattan with naval stores. 

Herald, Engl, frigate; Capt. Kellott; at S. F. on auryeying eervice Sept. 
1846. 

Hindoo, probably fictitious name of a ahip attacked by pirates; the novel 
Amelia Sherwood being founded on the voyage. 

Hotioltdu, Amer. schr; Nowell; left Honolulu for S. F. in June 1847. 
Made two trips to Cal. in 1848. 

Hope, Haw. sehr; King; wrecked in Dec, perhaps on coast of Lower Cal. 

Hunties8y Amer. ship; Spring; brought recruita to S. F. from K. Y, m 
Out. 1848, 

Indeptitdtnct, U. S, man-of-war; Com> Shubrick, Capt. Page; on the coast 
Jan.-Oct. 1847. " 

Iri^, Amer. bark; Hewcaj at S. F. Sept. 1847 fromNcw Bedford, 

Isaac Howland, Amer. whaler; Corey; at S. F. Aug. 1846. 

^fftHic Walton^ Amer. ship; Allyn; §00 tons; brought naval atorea from 
N. Y, in Aug. 1848, 

Janet, Engl, bark; Dring; at S. F. from Columbia River and Calcutta 
Aug. 1847. Her cargo waa seized, aad ahe waa deserted by captain and crew 
in Oct. 1848 (?). 

Jamts, Amer. whaler; Hammond; at Honolulu from S F. Dec. 1846. 

JeanttUi Amer. whaler; Atkins; at 8* F. July-Aug. 1846, 

John Young, Haw. brig; at S. Pedro and Sta B. Aug. 1846, 

Jdvf^ Guipuzcoayia, Peru, hark, 200 tons; Barker (or Vaca); on the coaat 
from Callao Aug- -Dec. 1846. Back from Honolulu April-Aug. 1847. Hand- 
ford also named as master. 

JuaniUif Mes. scfar; Scott; carried Covarrubiaa to Mei. in Feb. 1846- la 
July in trouble with the revenue officers at Sta B- At Mont, in Nov. 

Jvlia, U. S. prize achr; Lieut Seldcn; on the coast Nov, 184<kSept. 1847; 
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great voyage of her career to Sacraaiento, carrying 
ten or a dozen soulsj including the owner, George 
McKinstry, L. W. Hastings as far as Montezuma, 
and Mrs Gregson and baby^ — the latter serving a use- 
then sold m Oct.,a£Ld in Xov. arrived at Honolulu under Morau, Came b&ok 
aa Julian under Hawaiian flag in Oct, 1S4S. 

JunOf BriL man-of-warj Blake; on the coaat Jiine-J"uly 1846, McNamara 
paseenger. 

K^kwiiOitohit Hnw. Bchr; Treadwayj left Hon. for S. F. Aug, 1848. 

KeoneAtta^ Haw. bfig; Jeupae; on the coast from Lima Sept-Oct. 1847. 
Dutiea at S. Diego, $1,676. Duties at Sta B., $104, refunded. 

Lady Adams^ brig; Hauna; atS. F. from Callao Jan. 1848. 

LaTtibayacanat scHr; left S. F. for Y^blparaiso in Aug. 1848. 

Laura Ann^ Engl, brig; Thomaa; on tbc coa£t Ju!y-Oct. 1847. Back 
from Hon. Bee. -Jan. 1847^8, aud again at S. F. in Oct. 

Levant^ U. S, man-of-war; Page; at Mont. Juno 30-July 28, 1846^ when 
she sailed for tbe U. S. with Cora. Sloat. 

Lexington^ U. S. transport; Bailey; brought Co. F 3d artilL from U, S.; 
on the coaat Jan. -June 1847, and a^aln in Oct. -Nov. 

itOTt, French transport; at S. T. from Hon. Sept, 1846 and probably 
earlier. 

Louisa, sohr; at Mont, and S, Pedro May 1S4S< 

Magnet, Amer. ship; Wilbur; at 8, F. Sept. 1848. 

Magriolia, Amor, ship; Siniinonds; on the coast Sept.-Notf. 1846. 

MakkAdkd, Mes. brig; c^tured by the Warren atMazatlan in Sept. 
1846, and sent to Mont, under Lieut Reushaw with dispatches in Oct. axid to 
8, Diego in Nov. She was sold to Phelpa in Sept. 1847i and was on the 
coaat until 1848 under Hall and Phelps. 

MoHa HHtna, Chil. bark; Cnrphey; at S. F. and Mont. Ju\y-Oct. 1847. 

Maria Teresa, Mex. brig; Hanks; at Mont, and S. F. Ma.y and Sept. 1846. 

Mary Ann, Haw, schr; Paty; on the coast June-Nov. 1847, thence to 
Honolulu under Russnm. A part of her cargo was seized at S. F, by tlxo 
reveniio officers. 

M<UhUdet Danish brig; 130 tons; Babbens; on the coast April-Got. 184?. 

Merma^df achr; at S. F. June 1846. 

Moncoba^ Engl, bark; at 8. F, March 1846 from Columbia Kiv. 

Mo^cou!, Amer. bark^ Phelps; on the coast from Jan. 1846, engaged in 
trado and also aiding Fremont and Stockton in their operations. She carried 
a company of the K. Y. volunteers down tbe const in 1847, but was wrecked 
before the end of the year. 

Mount Vernoriy U, S. store-ship; Given; on the coaat April-May and 
again in Aue. 1847. 

A'tirwoi, French whaler; G, Radon; at Mont. Sept. 1S46. 

Naslednihf Euss. bark; Hamdcn; at S. F. Oct. 1847 from Sitka. 

NtUaliat Chil. bark; Lugo; at S. F. from Hon. Dec. -March 1847-8. 

New Perseverance, French brig; Boyer; at S. F. Sept. 1848. 

Ohed Mitehtll, ship; Wing; at S. F. from N. W. coast Aug. 1847. 

OhiOf U. S- man-of-war; Com. Jones, Capt. Hardyj on the coast from 
Oct. 1848. 

Olga{t)- Teachemacher, anp- ; 1846. 

Pacific, ship; Edwards; at S. F. from N. W. coaat Aug. 1847. 

Patadian, Amer. whaler; Mcl^ne; afc S. F. July-Aug. 1846. 

Pfindora, Brit, brig; Wood; at S. F. Sept. 1846 on surveying service. 

Parachute, Amer. ship; Duval; at S, F. Sept. 1846, 

PaiHolj Bremen whaler; Mensing; at S. F. Aug. 1846. 
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ful purpose in 'trimming' the little craft. The trip 
was made in six days and seven hours^ one of the 
passengers saving the odd hours by leaving the 
steamer and walking. Returning to Yerba Buena, 

Fortsmouthj U. S. man-of-war; Montgomery; on tte coaat from A^ril 
1846 to lata in 1847- 

PrebUf U. S. mMi-of-war; W. F. Shields, and lat«r James Glynn; on the 
coast in April-May, also Oct, 1847» ajid in April-May 1848, 

PrescoUy Amer, whaler; Mallory; at S, P, Aug. -Sept. 1846, 

Primavera, Mex, brig; W. Steuner; on the coasb from April 1847. Sold 
in June hy creditors at Los Angeles to E. G^lis for $1,000, aud resold to YA. 
A. King. Wm S. McKinney Became master; and his license to trade was 
iasned by Gov. Mason Nov, 13th, 

Providence, French sehr; MitcheU; left Hon. for S. F. Aug. 1847. Vgv- 
hdip^ Prudence^ Loub, 

Providence^ brigi Hinckley; at S- F, from Hon. March 1848, 

RJione^ Amcr, ship; Hill; at S. F. from Baltimore and Hon. Aug. Oct. 
184a 

Romany Amer, ship; Shockley; at S. F. Sept. 1846, 

Sabviie, Amer. brig; Vincent; at S. F. from Boston March 1848. Back 
from Honolulu in Aug. -Sept, under ChaffielU. 

Sagadahoc, Amcr. schr; Barmore; left Hon. fur 3. F. Oct. 1848- 

Santa Ci'uz, Cal. schr; Lowe; on coast 1846-7. 

Sarah Parker, Amer. whaler; Russell; Mont. Sept, -Get. 1846. 

Savannah, U. S. man-of-war; Com. Sloat^ and later Capt Morrine; on the 
coast from Jaly 1846 to March 1847. 

3ti» de Junio, Chil. brig; at S. F. from Hon. June-July 1848, In trouble 
about duties. 

South Boston, Amer. whaler; Hosie; at Hon. from S. F. Feb. 1847. 

Southafiipton, U, S, store-ship; R. 1>, Thorbum; on coast from Sept, 1847 
to end of ISiS. 

Sp'j, Brit, man-of-war; Wooldridgo; at Blont. Aug. 1840. 

8, A'., Haw, schr; Molteno; left Hon. for S. F. Jan. 1848. 

Starting, Haw. schr; Hinckley; left Hon. for S. F. Feb, 1848. 

Sterliw). Amer. ship; Q. W. Viuoent; on the coast in 1846, being used aa 
a transport for the Cal. battalion. 

Stoiihigton^ Amer. whaler; Geo. W. Hamley;on the coast Aug. 1846 to Keb. 
1847, aiding Stockt<m in his operations at S. Diego. 

Sumnita^ launch, schooner-rigged; bought of Viogct by Brannan, and sent 
up to Sacramento in 1848 under Urinishaw. 

Sw^e.n, ship; Nott; at S. F. from N. Y. Feb. 1848. 

Tasso, Amer_ bark; Libbey; on the coast from 1846 to Oct. 18^- 

Ti'pic, Engl, brig; Luce; at S. F. July 1848, and again from Hon. in Sept.- 
Oct. 

Thomas H. PerHns, Amer. brig; Arther; ■o.t S. F. from N. Y. in March 
1817, bri^jging part of the N. Y. volAinteera. 

Thomas II. Benton, U, S. brig; at Sta B. Aug. 1847, 

Toulon, bark; Crosby; at S. F, from Columbia Riv. Jan.-April 1847. 

Triad, ship; Horton; at S. F. from N. W. coast Aug. 1847- 

United States, Araer. whaler; Stevens; at S. F. Sept. 1846. /. 

Valiant, French whaler; Dea Prairies; at Mout, April 1846, 

Vancouver, H. B. Co.'s bark; at Mont, and S. F. April 1846, from Colum- 
bia River. 

Vaitdalia, Amer, ship; Everett; on coast from 1846 to May 1847, Cargo 
cost $37,000; sold for $134,000; duties, $27,000. 

Ve»^, Amer, ship; Clark; at 9. F, iScpt. 1847- 
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she was wrecked at her anchorage in a gale; but "was 
raised, hauled inland by oxen, and transformed into a 
launch or schooner. As the Rainbow she ran on the 
Sacramento Kiver after tho discovery of gold. 



Warren^ U. S. man-of-war; Hull, and later Lannian; on the coaet from 
Aug, 1846 to the end of 1848. 

Wave, Haw. sloop; Quimby; left Hon. for S. P. Oct. 1848. 

WhiioH, Amer. barkj It. Gelston; at S. F. from N. Y. in April 1S47; again 
in July and Nov, from Columbia Eivor. 

William^ U. S. prize echr; ab Mont, from S. Bias March 1847. Under 
English colora. Ca^e tried before admiralty court at Mont. 8old at anclion 
in April At S. B\ in Aug. 

William N^hon; Weston, raaater; at Hon. from Cal. July 1^46, 

Xylon, Amer. ship; Millington; on the coast from N. V. and Hon, in Marob^ 
April 1847. 

Zack Taylor, aohr; built at Sfca Cruz in 184S {7) by Blackburn, 



CHAPTER XXIL 

THE EUUE OF GOVERNOR MASON. 

1847-1848. 

Mason^s Pboclamation and Rbports— Feaks Off Revolt— ViaiTS to thk 
South and Nobth—Ketubn of Josfi Castbo— The CAifON Pbtmudo 
AT Santa BiRBARA— Return of Pio Pico— Hxs CtAiMa for the Gov- 
ernorship— Imprisonment AND Release— Treatt of Guadalupe Hi- 
dalgo^Mason's Proclamation — California in Congress, 1846-9— 
Causes and EFFBCra of the War — Slavery in the Territories — 
Opposition to the Acquisition of Californja — Debates on Tebbito- 
juAL Government — Final Unsuccessful Efforts— Military Rule- 
Rights OF Conquerors — Views of Congress and Auministration — 
Policy of Sloat^ Stockton, Fremont, and Keaksy— Mason's Thboby 
AND Peacticb— 'Items— Alcalde Nash at Sonoma— Trial of Armijo— 
Bahrus and Foxbk— Be Facto Govebnment aftbe the Treaty, 

The war in California had ended in January 1847, 
and the ensuing controversies between rival chieftains 
in May. The departure of Fremont and Kearny and 
Stockton removed for tlie most part all cause for dis- 
sension, and left the country tranquil. It also well- 
nigh removed all elements of interest in territorial 
annals, so far as the sequence of events is concerned. 
Since dropping the chronologic thread at the end of 
Kearny's rule as governor, I have devoted four chap- 
ters to subjects pertaining wholly or in part to Mason's 
rule in 1847-8; namely, the Mormon battalion. New 
York volunteers and artillery company, immigration, 
missions, Indian aifairs, and trade. Most items in 
the records and correspondence of the period, outside 
of local and personal affairs, have been disposed of in 
connection with the subjects mentioned; but there 
are a few other matters that require notice in this 
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final chapter of the regular series; notably matters 
pertaining to the civil and municipal government, and 
to congressional discussion on the destines of Califor- 
nia, besides a brief glance at minor events in the 
order of their happening. 

On May 31st Colonel Richard B, Mason, on the 
departure of General Kearny, proclaimed his assump- 
tion of the position of governor and commander-in- 
chief of United States forces in California by order 
of the president* During the month of June, as in- 
deed all other months of his rule, Mason's attention 
was chiefly occupied with routine details of military, 
revenue, and municipal affairs, his correspondence tak- 
ing the form almost exclusively of replies and instruc- 
tions to local subordinates on various minor matters, 
which, as already explained, I make no effort here to 
trace* On June 18th he reported to the government, 
expressing his need of mounted troops for Indian ser- 
vice, giving attention to the 'California claims/ and 
stating in general: "The country continues to be 
quiet, and I think will remain so, though the people 
dislike the change of flags, whatever may be said or 
written to the contrarj^, and in the southern part 
would rise immediately if it were possible for Mexico 
to send even a small force into the country; nothing 
keeps them quiet but the want of a proper leader and 
a rallying point'^ — a view that was much exaggerated.^ 

In July Lieutenant-colonel Burton was sent on the 
Lexington with two companies of the New York vol- 
unteers to take possession of Lower California, which 
was accomplished without serious difficulty.^ Appre- 
hensions of revolt continued, though almost entirely 
unfounded. Colonel Stevenson had complained in 

m 

' May 31^ 1847, Gov. Mason's proclamation. Los Angeles Arch^, MS., iii. 
65; S. F. Oaliforman, June 12, 19. 26, 1847. 

'June ISth, Mason to adj. -general. Ccd. and ^V. Mea:., Mess, and Doc, 

1850, V- 312. 

^Kearny's order of May 30th, founded on that of see. war of Jan, 11th; 
Mason's order to Burton June lat; and M.^s report to govt of B.*s departure 
July Slat, id., 310, 323, 331. For the occupation of U Cal., see HlH. North 
Mex. States, iL, this series. 
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June that "prominent Callfornlans" had threatened 
to cut down his flag-staff, and Avas authorized to say 
that ''such an act will be considered an act of war, 
and punished accordingly,"* Captain Lippitt, left in 
command at Santa Barbara, aoon learned that the 
Californians were about to attack his post, and sent 
Mr Sparks to Monterey to explain the danger. The 
governor went on the Dale to Santa Barbara, where 
he remained a week, and "became fully satisfied that 
there were no just grounds to apprehend a popular 
outbreak; and that if threats had been made, they 
were nothing more than the expression of natural feel- 
ings resulting from the bad conduct of some of the 
men composing the garrison*" Stevenson also came to 
assure him of prevailing quiet at Los Angeles; and 
Mason, back at Monterey, explained the state of 
affairs in his report of September 18th, devoted mainly 
to the military condition and needs of the country,^ 
Then he went to San Francisco, where he was en- 
tertained at a grand ball, found all in a satisfactory 
condition, but was called back by the arrival of Toler 

* Col. and N. Mtx., etc, 341. Mason to Stevenson, Jnly 14tli. July 7th, 
Fitch in tJk private letter B3,jb-. ^The ioliabitanta are almost unanimoualy 
opposed to the U. 8. govt, and detest us from the bottom of their hearts, in 
particular tho new-comcrsM ^tch, Doc, MS., 447. July 27tli, 'Z.* writes 
toS. F, Californianj Oct. 6, 1847, on the danger of a revolt at Los Angeles 
if the military force should be reducwl. He saya the southern people differ 
from those of the north; ^they drink liarder^ gamble more, and have a more 
obscene code of ethics, by far, and have consequently less sympathy with ns. 
They are Mexicans.* 

^JalylGth, Lippitt to Sherman; July 2lat> Mason to adj. -gen.; Sept. 18tb, 
Id, to Id, CaL and N. Mex., etc., 330-1, 335-9. In thii& report he Bays: 
* When you rem.embcr the extent of the coast aud frontier; the great numbers 
of Indiana upon the immediate border, who know that a change of govem- 
inent lias been effected in this couiitr7, and are watching its effects upon the 
character of the people, aa to whether it ia better for them to live on as 
thieves and robbers oi* aa friendly triheisj and also tho immense amount of 
property on deposit, you can readily appreciate my ansiety in contemplat- 
ing that event. There are other dangers in this country I must point out. 
The number of natives and foreigners in the country are nearly balanced, 
and of course a strong jealousy exists between them, not only on the score 
of which government shall prevail, but as to ideas of personal liberty, prop- 
erty, and all the every-day dealingaof life. There are subordinate jealousies, 
too, between the foreigners of different nations, th6 old settlers and the new; 
and indeed, when yon remember that a great part of these foreigners are 
deserters from ships, and men who have been accustomed to lead a lawless 
life, you can see what confusion would result from the sadden withdrawal 
of strong authority, well backed by force.* 
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with despatches before he could extend his tour, as had 
been intended, to Sonoma and New Helvetia. His 
report was dated October 7th; and in the nest, of 
November 11th, devoted mainly to commercial topics, 
he report-ed a continuance of tranquil prosperity, with 
good news from the peninsula.^ In December there 
was a renewal of alarming rumors, with which the 
presence of Sonorans was in some way connected, and 
which brought out on the 27th a proclamation requir- 
ing all Sonoreaos in the territory to appear within ten 
days before the military authorities to explain their 
business, under penalty of arrest and treatment as 
enemies and spies.^ Meanwhile an overzealous sen- 
tinel at Los Angeles having fired his gun at the 
approach of a horse or cow failing to give the coun- 
tersign, the garrison was called to arms, the guns were 
made ready, and finally a lighted fuse was dropped 
into the ammunition-chest, causing an explosion that 
partially destroyed the guard-house and killed several 
dragoons and volunteers-^ 

In 1848 fears and rumors of revolt continued. 
Some were inclined to connect the return of Jos6 
Castro with revolutionary plots, while others took 
the view that his return without an army indicated 
the end of all plottings. Three of the men suspected, 
Antonio Chavez, Francisco Rico, and Gabriel de la 
Torre^ were obliged to give bonds of $5,000 each that 

« Arrival at 8- F. and ball. S. F. Cal. Star, Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 1S47; S. F. 
Cali/orman, Sept. 29, Oct. 6, 1847- Oct. 7th, Mason to govt. Gal and N. 
3/ex., etc., S50-S. * It affords me much pleasure to assure the department 
ttat tho moat perfect harmony eubsista between the members of the naval and 
laud foiy;es on this coasts and that the moat fdendly intereourse is kept up be- 
tween the officers. I Jiave had frequent occasion myself to aak asaistance of 
commcwiorea Biddle and Shubrick, and my requests have been granted with 
promptness and politeness; and in return I have afforded them all the assist' 
ance in my power. Our couaultationa have been frequent and perfectly har- 
monious, resulting, I hope, in tho advancement of the common cause of our 
country.' Kov. llth, rept on commerce. Mnch inaubordination among the 
volunteers. 

''Sonorans at S. Jos6,rumor3of hostilities, S. F. 0aliforji^anj3&c, 15^ 1847. 
Dec. 27th, Mason's proclamation. BonUla^ Doc.^ MS,, 28j Cal. and N. Mtx.t 
etc,, 4u0. 

*The accident was on Dec. 7th, Lqs Angela IHsU, 30^ QlarJc's Firat Rm- 
mmt, 70-7- 
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they would commit no act of hostility. This was in 
February, and at the same time Castro was travelling 
very slowly from Los Angeles northward, having come 
back to California under a passport signed by Mason 
in the preceding June, He was notified by the gov- 
ernor of the prevalent rumors respecting impending 
revolt, and thereupon came to Monterey and gave a 
solemn promise to abstain from all political interfer- 
ence,^ 

Still other revolutionary developments are to be 
noticed at Santa Barbara. In April, when forces 
were being organized to fight the Indians, a plot was 
revealed to use these forces against the Americans 
with a view to the taking of both Santa Barbara and 
Los Angeles; but an investigation by Colonel Steven- 
son showed no definite foundation for charges that had 
been made against certain loading citizena,^ Mean- 
while, however, the affair of the canon perdido tended 
to increase popular excitement and official fears, A 
six-pound gun belonging to the Elizabeth, that had 
been carried from the barracks to the beach for ship- 
ment, disappeared in the night of April 5th, All 
efforts to find it were unsuccessful; some said it had 
been carried in a cart toward Los Angeles, others* 
that it had been put on board a vessel; the authorities 

•Feb, G, IMS, boada given hy Chavez anU thereat. Unb. Doc., MS., 131; 
Yoll^o, Doc., MS,, iii. Ml. March I4th, Chavez allowed to go to S. Bias, 
Cal. and 2^. Jf&ff., etc., 492. July 17, 1847, Maaen's passpott to Castro, /d, 
323, Feb, 7, 'J, 1848, Mason to Caatro, Id., 472, 474, April 12th, Maaon's 
report of both affaira, U. S. Govt Doc, H. Es. Doc, 1, pt ij. 103-4, March 
4tb, trouble thought to be brewiog near S. Jose by a party io the redwoods 
under one Beverley, Unb. Doc., MS., 8-9. Nov, I4tb, Manuel Castro urged 
by bis mother and brother-in-law to return to Cal. Doc. Hist. Cal.^ i. 505. 

'^ Testimony at the investigation o£ April 1 8th-20th, in Guerraj Doc , MS. , 
J. 219-28. Capt. Lippitt had been told by Pedro Carrillo, who eot hia infor- 
inatioa from his brother Jos^, and he from the mother of Juan Rodriguez, that 
the latter, lying behind the counter at Camarrillo'a store, had overhead a cou- 
eult^tion on the proposed revolt between Francisco and Pablo de la Gucrra, 
Antonio Rodriguez, JuanP, Ayala, Joai^Lugo, aud perhaps Geaurio Lataillade. 
Rodriguez aud bia mother aa witnossea knew notliing of the matter, Jos^ 
Carrillo had heard some remarks on the eafle with which the barracks might 
be taken. Pedro Canillo had repre&euted the matter to Lippitt as an idle 
rumor, with tho understanding that nothing should be done. March 10th, 
Alcalde Pedro Carrillo teatifiea to good feeling between troops and citizens, aa 
shown particularly on Washington's birthday, CarrUtot Doc, MS., 10. 
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were inclined to connect the disappearance with cur- 
rent rumors of revolt, and to believe that the Bar- 
barenos, if as patriotic as they claimed to be, mig^ht 
clear up the mystery. Local officials and prominent 
citizens were oflFended at the suspicions cast upon 
them, but they could not learn who had taken the gun. 
Accordingly, at the end of May, Governor Mason 
imposed a military contribution of $500 on the town, 
to be paid pro rata by all inhabitants, but to be repaid 
to the town on discovery of the guilty individuals, or 
proof that they were not residents of Santa Bdrbara, 
This act caused much excitement and indignation, 
especially among American residents; the alcaldes 
offered their resignation, which was not accepted; and 
some individuals made trouble about paying their 
assessment; but the amount was collected, and in 
August was turned over to the alcalde to be used as 
a municipal fund. Ton years later the cannon was 
found. Five men — probablj without the knowledge 
of others, and possibly with a vague idea that the gun 
might be useful in some rising of the Mexicans — had 
dragged it away in the surf by the aid of a yoke of 
oxen, and buried it In the sand of the beach. It is 
not of record that the municipal fund was ever devoted 
to public uses, the tradition being that it disappeared 
in an effort to double it at monte; but the affair gave 
names to two streets of the town still called Canon 
Perdido and Quinientos Pesos," 

'^ April 12th» Mason, by Sherman^ to Josd de la (ruerra; April 20thj Guer- 
ra'a reply; Apr. 27th» Mason^a reply; May 19th, G.'s reply; threats of pen- 
alty, protests, explanation of detajla, etc. Guerra^ Doc, MS,, i, 83-94; Doc. 
Ifisl. €al, MS.» iv. 1184^. May 31st, July 21at, Mason's order for a mili- 
tary contribution, and later esplaiation. Addressed to Stevenson. Col. and 
N. Mex., etc., 572^ 615. July llth, StovMiaon to Mason, Has collected 3^85; 
thinks the Barbax^fios not guilty. Two Americans v^rc exempt for past 
sorvicea. Unh. Doc, MS., 151-6. It appears that at first the tax waa $2 ptr 
head| but later changed to a percentage on property. Jos^ Ant. Aguirre was 
not allowed to leave the port on the Guipuzcoana till he had paid his quota of 
$45- Gfierrat Doc, MS., vii, 202-4. Correap. of July-Aug. on resignation of 
the alcaldes Pedro C, Carrillo and E. Ardisson. Both rcfuaed to pay the 
Ux^ and some of their property waa seized. Unb^ DoCi MS,, 195-6; MisctL 
Hist. Pap., MS., 9j Col, and N. Mex., etc., 589. Aug. 7th, Mason's order to 
Lippitt to turn over the $500 aa a municipal fund. Id., 591. Jt>B6 E. Garcia, 
Epi^odioSf MS., 1-7, waa one of the 5 who buried the caimou, and he gives a 
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Last in the series of alarming circumstances, and 
last development in Mexican rule over California, was 
the return of Pio Pico, with claim to be recognized 
as governor. His pretensions were characterized by 
Mason as absurd, and so they were so far as any 
chance of success was concerned ; yet they were plausi- 
ble enough from certain points of view. The armis- 
tice of February 29th suspended all hostilities pend- 
ing the ratification of a treaty, and left Mexican civil 
officials free to exercise their functions. Pico, being 
in Sonora, understood thia to restore liim temporarily 
to authority, and he applied to thenaval officer in 
command for permission to return in his official capac- 
ity, which was denied, with the assurance that there 
was no objection to his coming as a private citizen/- 
Don Pio crossed to the peninsula in May, and arrived 
at San Diego on the 6th of July, reaching Santa Mar- 
garita three or four days later, and going to Work- 
man's La Puente rancho on the 15th, and to San 
Gabriel on the l7th. Meanwhile Colonel Stevenson 
became alarmed at Pico's return without a passport, 
at his failure to report to the military commandant at 
San Diego, and especially at current rumors of his 
having said he came with full powers as governor; 
and issued an order requiring him to present himself 
at once on penalty of being treated as a spy. Two 
detachmente of troops sent to bring in Don Pio did 
not find him; but having heard of the order and sent 
Hugo Reid to explain matters, he came in voluntarily, 
with the assurance that he had no hostile intentions, 

fall account of the afiair. Hia companiona were JosS Ant. de la Qaerra., 
Joa^ hn^o, Jm6 Dolores Garcia, and Pacifico Cota. Streeter, in hia Jiecotlec- 
H'mSf MS., S3-9, give3 many details; as also does Stephen C. Foster, Los 
Angdes in 1347-9, MS., 31-4. 

**May 10th, Com. Rudd to Pico, on t!ie DcUe at Guaymas, in reply to 
reqaeat of April 22d. Regreta bia inability to carry V. across to Mulegt^. 
Ongioal in Pico {Pio) Doc, MS., ai. I8L That other Mei. officora took the 
same view as Pico is shown hy an order of April 22d, from Gen. Anaya at 
Maaatlan to the * Mexican comandante general of Cal.,^ to proceed under art, 
1 of the armistice to elect authoi"itieg to rule Cal. as part of the Mex. repub- 
lic Unb. Doc., MS., 392-3. Also by a letter of Gov. Parda of N, Leon, 
annonncing on April 4th hia own restoration, and sent to Pico as gov, of CaL 
Pico, Aw., MS,, ii. 177. 
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and was permitted to go on to San Fernando/^ Here 
he summoned Covarrubias, his former secretary, and 
on the 22d addressed official letters to both Steven- 
son and Mason to inform them that he came in con- 
sequence of the armistice as Mexican governor of 
California **to estabhsh in the towns of this territory 
the benefits of said armistice," and to ask for the issu- 
ing of the corresponding orders to give liis mission 
due effect!^* The colonel after receiving another let- 
ter of inquiry replied that although Pico's position 
was not tenable, that matter would be left for the 
decision of Mason, but meanwhile he must take no 
steps and abstain from conversation tending to foment 
discontent on penalty of imprisonment. Don Pio in 

^ July 17th, Steveneon's order to'Pico, Original inPko, Doc, MS., ii. 183. 
July 20th, Stevensoa^fi report to Mafion. GaL and jV. Mex.j Mestt. and Doc., 
ISSOy p. 509. July 21st, Mason to Stevenson, in reply to a letter not extant, 
on Pico's arrival P. must be required to give awritten parole, treated with 
the respect due hia rank, but watched ca.ret'ully, Id.f 572. Pico givea a clear 
account ol the whole matter in hia llifff-. CaX., MS., 174-8. Stevenson rep- 
rcBcnta Pico aa denying 'ever having eaid that ho came back with powers t^> 
resume his gubernatorial powers,' but Pico saya he simply disavowed any 
hostile intentions, and was allowed to go to S> Fernando and open an * official 
correspondence.' 

'Uuly 22dT Pico to Stevenson and to Mason, blotter originals in Pico^ 
Doc, MS., ii. 185-8. The following English translation of the letter to 
Mason is in CaL and ^. Mex., etc., 602; *Most Excellent Sir: As Mexican 
Governor of California, I have come to this country with the object that the 
armistice agreed upon in the city of Mexico, on the 29th of last February, 
by the generals iu chief of the forces -of the United Mexican States and 
those of the United States of the Xortk, he observed Kei-elu. In making 
this declaration to your excellency, the just principle on which it ia founded 
fills me with eonfidence; and from the favorable information which I possess 
respecting the qualificationa which adorn your excellency, I trust that my 
mission to CalifomLa will produce its duo effect. 

*For which reason, and in due observance of the before -mentioned armis- 
tice, I have the honor to address myself to your excelleney, requesting that 
you will be pleased to expedite your orders to the end that, in the places 
in California occupied by the forces of the United States of America, no im- 
pediment be placed in my way toward the establishment of constitutional 
order in a political, administrative, and judicial manner. 

*It ia my desire that the Mexicans and Americana look upon and consider 
themselves with the most sincere fraternity; and in accordance with this 
principle, I feel disposed to co-operate with your excellency in surmounting 
any difGcuUles which may arise m the business which occupies us. 

'This opportunity offers me means of protesting to your excellency the 
assurances of my distinguished consideration and high respect, God and 
Libertyl San Femaudo, Jidy 22, 1848. Pio Pico* His Excellency K. 
B. Mason, Governor and Commander-in-chief of the forces of the United 
States in California, Monterey.* July 25Ui, Pico to Stevenson; July 28th, 
yteven&on's reply; July 20th, P.'s reply; July 30th, S.'s reply. Pico, Doc^, 
MS.,ii. 193, 157-8, 201-(J. 
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reply came to the city, complained in writing of the 
threat as uncalled for, since he would be the last to 
encourage disturbances in his country, and was per- 
mitted to go to his rancho of Santa Margarita to 
await Mason's response/^ Governor Mason, who on 
July 20th had sent a warning in relation to Pico's 
possible action in antedating records of land grants, 
received his letter on the 3d of August, and his an- 
swer was an order to Stevenson to arrest Don Pio, 
confine him at Los Angeles, prevent his conferring 
with any of hia countrymen, and send him north by 
sea at the earliest opportunity. There is no definite 
record of the date or duration of his confinement, but 
Pico and others agree that he was kept under arrest 
for a week or more at Stevenson's quarters, Mason^s 
order for his release, on receipt of news that a treaty 
had been signed, was dated August 8th, and was ac- 
companied by some bluster in very questionable taste 
about the es-governor's pretensions.^* 

The treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, concluded on 
February 2d, ratified at Washington March 10th and 
at Queretaro May 30th, put an end to the war, and 
gave California permanently and formally to the 
United States." The news reached California on the 

'^Aug. 5tb, Stcvcn&on'fl paaa to Pico, Fico, Doc., MS., ii. 211-13. ThU 
and the p^ecediDg 7 documents of the correspondence were priated in Span- 
ish in tSe Los AngeUs Col. Meridionaft July IS, 1856. Sec Oorcmel^ Doc., 
174. 

'* July 26th, Masoa to Stevenson on land titles. By prompt and discreet 
action it was hoped to get on the right side of Don Pio before the holders of 
fraudulent grants could reacii him, OaL and jV. Mex., etc.j 6C8-9. Aug. 
3dj Mason's order of arrest. Id., 631-^2. Aug. 8th, countermand. *Had ii; 
not been for this, yon. may inform Pico, he would have been sent to Oregon, 
or soTiie other foreign <xinntry. The maimer in which he entered California 
might have subjected him to the treatment of a spy; and his subsequent con- 
duct, after his conversation with yon, together with his absurd preteusions 
to the government of the country, made him merit harsher treatment than 
he now receives. You will please inform him that Upper California ia now 
American territory, and that he is at liberty to leave it or not, aa he pleaaes; 
but so long as he continues in Upper California he must be cautious how he 
acts toward our authorities, civil or military. I have the honor to be your 
obedient servant, W. T. SherEnan..* Id., C35. Aug. 23d, Maaon's report to 
govt. Id., 601. Pico, Hist. OcU,, MS., 174--8, says he refused to accompany 
the officer sent to arrest him, and was left to present himself voluntarily 
the next day. He was treated with courtesy and allowed many favors. 

^''^eeHiat. Mex-, v., thua series, for full account of the negotiations and 
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6th of August, and was anuouuced next day In a 
proclamation by Governor Mason. Making known the 
cession of Upper California, the boundary, and the 
choice of citizenship offered^ the governor continues: 
In the mean time the Mexicans '' will be protected in 
the free enjoyment of their liberty and property, and 
secured in the free exercise of their religion. They, 
however, are reminded that, as Avar no longer exists, 
and as Upper California now belongs to the United 
States, they owe a strict obedience to the American 
authorities, and any attempt on their part to disturb 
the peace and tranquillity of the country w^ill subject 
them to the severest penalties. From this new order 
of things there will result to California a new destiny. 
Instead of revolutions and insurrections, there will be 
internal tranquillity; instead of a fickle and vacillating 
policy, there will be a firm and stable government, 
administering justice with impartiality, and punishing 
crime with the strong arm of power. The arts and 
sciences will flourish, and the labor of the agricultur- 
ist, guided by the lamp of learning, will stimulate 
the earth to the most bountiful production. Com- 
merce, freed from the absurd restrictions formerly im- 
posed, will be greatly extended; the choked-up chan- 
nels of trade will be opened, and the poisoned fountains 
of domestic faction forever dried up, Americans and 
Californians will now be one and the same people, 
subject to the same laws, and enjoying the same 
rights and privileges; they should therefore become a 

i"eflultiiig treaty. Also JVotorfo de Paz, Mex, 1848, 8vo, 55 p., iu Engl, and 
Spanish. The territory corresponding to Texas, N. ilex., Arizona, and Cal. 
waa ceded to the U- S. for tl5,000,lXH>, fuid the amonnt of all decided and 
pending claims against Mexico. The bound&ry waa the middle of the Clila 
and a straight line from the Colorado junction to the Pacific, at a poijit one 
league below the aouthonnnoat point of the jtort of S. Diego. Free navigation 
of the Gila and of the Colorado and gulf below the junction waa aaaurod. 
Mexican j'caidcnta of the ceded territory were free to remain or depart as citi- 
p-flna of Mesico or the U. S., but muat choose within a year, a failure to do so 
being equivalent to a decision to become citizens of the U. S, All property 
rights were to be inviolably respected, including those of the church and of all 
ecclesiastical or religious coiporations or communitiea. Mexican grants of 
land were to be recognised; and legitimate titles in Cal. wero to be anch as 
were legitimate under Mes, law before May 13» 1^46. 
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baad of brothers^ emulating each other in their exer- 
tions to develop the wealth and resources, and to 
secure the peace, happiness, and permanent prosperity, 
of their common country."^^ 

Reporting his action to the government on August 
19th, Mason was later occupied with the disbandment 
of the volunteers, with consequent fears of Indian 
hostilities, with details of an anomalous system of 
government^ and with various routine matters, be- 
sides affairs connected with the gold excitement. He 
says: "I do not anticipate any rebellion or revolution 
on the part of the Californians, although the southern 
district must be entirely abandoned by the military 
force now there; and in tact, the minds of all men are 
so intently engaged upon getting gold, that for the 
present they have not time to think of mischief;" yet 
he did not cease to urge upon the government the 
necessity of providing additional means of security. 



la 



Congressional action on the territory acquired from 
Mexico is a subject that can neither be disregarded 

nor satisfactorily treated in connection with Califor- 
nian annals of 1846-8, Kot only does its treatment 
involve much repetition in the history of New Mex- 
ico, Texas, and of the Mexican war as presented in 

1^ Aug. 7th, Mason's proclamation of peace. Cat. and N. Men:., Mesa, and 
Dod.i ISSOf p. 690-1. Original priut in Eiiglisb and SpaJiish. Pico {Pio), 
Doc., MS., ii. 215. 

^' Ang. 19th, Mason to govt. The letter announcing the treaty was dated 
Queritaro May 30th, and was sent up from La Paz overland by Col Burton. 
CaL and N^ Mecc.^ eto.,597» June 23d, Buchanan to Larkin, with the news, 
Larkin'^ Doc, MS., vi. 134, Aug. 23dj Mason to govt. Ammunition sent 
to Oregon for Ind. war; also furnished to Cal. rancheroa for protection, Pico's 
return, fortifications urgently needed at S. F., no laborers can be hired for 
leas than $10 or $20 per day. Gal. and N". Mcx.^ etc., 601. Aug. 25th, Id. to 
Id. Paying off of troops, continued desertions, crews of merchant vessels 
motinoua, hut no power to arrest them, no oquipmenta, Id., 603. Aug. 28th, 
desertions, troops must be better paid or it is of no use to send them; those 
faithful now deserve reward, * Should any rebelHon take place, no future 
promise of pay, however great, would call 100 men from the minea,* Not an 
ounce of ammunition can bo bought. Id., 643. Nov. 24tlL, Mason wishes to 
be relieved, * the war being overj and the soldicra nearly all deserted. ' Many 
people of L, Cal. have been brought here, orders given to feed and quarter 
them for two months, /d, 648-9. Dec. 27th, compliments to officers for past 
services. Reports of several horrible murders and robherieSj including that of 
Keed and family at S. Miguel. Id., 649^55- 
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other volumes of this series, but it belongs iuseparably 
to the grandest and most complicated topics of United 
States history, national development^ territorial ex- 
tension, the struggle between slavery and freedom, 
nullification, abolition^ secession, and all the successive 
steps that led to the greatest war of modern times- 
How futile the attempt to present en r^sum^ even an 
outline view of these matters; yet a r^sum^, and that 
of the briefest^ is obviously all that can be offered 
here. 

Texas in 1844-5 was regarded in the United States 
as including a strip of territory extending from the gulf 
to latitude 42°, along the Louisiana boundary of 1819, 
and westward rather indefinitely into Mexican posses- 
sions. The people at this time strongly favored its an- 
nexation, because of a general desire for enlarging the 
republic in accordance with manifest destiny,of a theory 
that the country had been needlessly yielded to Spain in 
1819, and of popular sympathy for the supposed wrongs 
of Texan settlers. With additional strength as a pop- 
ular measure in support of certain presidential aspira- 
tions, and as a field for profitable land speculations, a 
treaty of annexation was signed in 1844; yet it was 
rejected in the senate by a vote of two to one. This 
result was due to the fa^t that by the treaty the 
United States would have assumed the existing war 
with Mexico, that by its terms Texan boundaries were 
arbitrarily extended to the Rio Grande, and that 
annexation by treaty was not deemed the best method 
of procedure. To the majority the idea of an aggres- 
sive war on Mexico was not a, pleasing one; a minority 
favored the measure at any cost, either desiring war 
or believing it might be avoided. 

Early in 1845 the project was presented in a modi- 
fied and more acceptable form, that of a joint resolu- 
tion to admit territory ''rightfully belonging" to 
Texas, under a constitution to be submitted to con- 
gress, and with the condition that four new states 
might be formed under the provisions of the Missouri 

HiHT. Gal.. Vol, V. 33 
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compromise, prohibiting slavery north of latitude 36* 
30'. This passed the house by a vote of 120 to 97, 
la the senate it could be passed only by the addi- 
tion of a peculiar amendment or alternative substitute 
providing for preliminary negotiations at the presi- 
dent's discretion, and then by a vote of 27 to 25, with 
the understanding that negotiations with Mexico 
should be opened by Polk, the president-elect, before 
submitting the resolution of congress to Texas. But 
President Tyler in the last days of his term, having 
approved the bill, at once despatched it to Texas by a 
special envoy. Thus the measure was carried in 
March by a trick. If President Polk was to any ex- 
tent a victim, he proved a very willing one, since he 
made no effort to recall the envoy, and the adminis- 
tration became fully committed to the measure, which 
was accepted by Texas in July. Accordingly, in 
December the state was admitted by the new congress 
by a vote of 141 to 56 in the house, and 31 to 14 in 
the senate. There was a strong opposition from the 
north to the extension of slavery, but many who op- 
posed annexation on account of Mexican complications 
deemed themselves hound by the action of the last 
congress- 
Mexico had repeatedly announced that the annexa- 
tion of Texas would be taken as a declaration of war, 
and as such it was Intended by the administration; 
but for fear that Mexican threats might not be car- 
ried out, the declaration was renewed by the advance 
of United States forces to the Hio Grande. Hostili- 
ties began in April 1846, and in May the president 
called upon congress for means to prosecute the war 
and repel invasion. The war bill was passed by both 
houses almost unanimously, and signed by President 
Folk on May 13th. There were protests against the 
preamble, which falsely declared the war to exist by 
act of Mexico, but the actual beginning of hostilities 
created a military spirit which few cared to resist, 
especially as there were some real grounds of com- 
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plaint against Mexico, And as yet the war had no 
other avowed purpose than that of repellhig inva- 
sion, obtaining indemnity for past grievances, and 
effecting a settlement of Texan boundaries, 

Not only were immediate steps taken to enlist vol- 
unteers for active service and to occupy frontier prov- 
inces of Mexico^ but the purpose of the war party to 
permanently hold California and New Mexico began 
to be revealed, notably by proceedings in connection 
with organizing the New York volunteers and Mor- 
mon battalion. In August, at the end of the session, 
the president called upon congress for funds to be 
used in making peace, that is, as an advance payment 
to Mexico for concessions in fixing boundaries, A 
bill to grant $2,000,000 for 'extraordinary expenses' 
not specified, caused a warm discussion and strong 
opposition, Whigs denounced the war and the pro- 
posed acquisition of territory, which were defended by 
democrat. At last a substitute bill, giving $30,000 

for negotiations, and $2,000,000 for expenditure if 
needed on ratification of a treaty, with the 'Wil- 
mot proviso,' prohibiting slavery in any territory that 
might be acquired, was passed in the house by a vote 
of 87 to 64, In the senate the rejection of the Wil- 
mot proviso probably, and certainly any action on the 
bill, was prevented by a Massachusetts senator who 
spoke 'against time' until final adjournment. 

Before the matter came up again at the second 
session of the twenty-ninth congress several victories 
had been won on the field of battle, California and 
New Mexico had been occupied, and the intention to 
wage a war of conquest, and force Mexico to pay its 
cost, had become more clearly apparent In his 
December message the president alluded to the es- 
tablishment of a civil government in the provinces 
named. In the senate a resolution to refer this part 
of the message to the committee on territories was 
defeated on the ground that it would be absurd to 
take any action respecting territory not yet belonging 



596 THE RULE OF GOVEKNOE MASON- 

to the United States. In the house, however, such 
a resolution was adopted, as was another calhng on 
the president for information on the civil government, 
with copies of ail instructions on the subject to 
Kearny, Stockton, and others. Discussion took a 
wide range, and gave congressmen an opportunity to 
repeat their opinions on tho war and its probable re- 
sults, as well as on the rights of the government 
under international law in conquered provinces. 

But the chief topic of debate at this session was 
the * three million bill,' of like purport, save in amount, 
to that defeated before. The whole subject of the 
Mexican war was now much more fully considered 
than ever before, and on the main issues at least there 
was no longer any concealment. Whigs, with few 
exceptions, denounced the war as unjust and aggres- 
sive from the first, and still more earnestly m its 
newer aspects as a war of conquest They favored a 
treaty adjusting Texan boundaries and providing for 
a payment of the old claims. They opposed the dis- 
memberment of Mexico, the enforced collection of 
indemnity for expenses of the war, and the use of 
money to purchase a peace. Some of them declared 
their belief that the three millions were to be used as 
a bribe for Mexican officials, and pointed to the re- 
turn of Santa Anna under a United States passport, 
They opposed the acquisition of California and New 
Mexico, because the republic was largo enough, be- 
cause the population of those provinces was undesir- 
able, because of the irregular methods proposed, and 
especially because of difficulties in connection with 
the slavery question. Southern whigs were particu- 
larly anxious and earnest in urging this phase of the 
matter, declaring that the acquisition of new territory 
would result in endless controversy and perhaps in 
breaking up the union. Webster and other coneer- 
vativcs in the north held the same view. Democrats, 
on the other hand, justified the war as provoked by 
Mexico, freely admitting the intention to force the 
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enemy to pay Its cost, advocating tlie acquisition of 
California and New Mexico as both justifiable and 
desirable^ and defending the purchase of a peace. 
Most urged a vigorous prosecution of the war for the 
purposes indicated, though Calhoun with a small fol- 
lowing favored a defensive policy, a mere holding of 
the occupied provinces till Mexico should yield. The 
danger to be feared from the slavery agitation was 
represented as purely imaginary, though some speak- 
ers admitted that disunion would result from north- 
ern attempts to interfere with southern rights in 
newly acquired territoiy— attempts which as they 
trusted would never be made. Opponents of the bill 
were plausibly denounced as willing to prolong the 
war by insisting on irrelevant issues. 

Slavery in new territory was, of course^ the real 
point of contention. Abolitionists in the north were 
now openly, and disunionists in the south secretly, 
in favor of forcing the issue. Conservatives in both 
sections wished to avoid it. The Wilinot proviso or 
its equivalent introduced in hoth houses at this session 
was made the test of the controversy. Southerners 
opposed it, claiming that congress had no right to pro^ 
hibit slavery in the territories, and generally express- 
ing acquiescence in the Missouri compromise. North- 
erners, including many anti-slavery men, opposed it as 
premature, since it was absurd for congress to legis- 
late on territories not yet belonging to the United 
States; as needless, since slavery was already prohib- 
ited by Mexican law in California and New Mexico, 
where it could, moreover, never exist for natural rea- 
sons; and as tending both to prolong the war and 
to excite sectional controversy. Its advocates in- 
cluded abolitionists, men opposed to the extension of 
slavery, those doubting the possibility of extending 
free soil, and a few conservatives who regarded the 
proviso as the best means of defeating the bill. 
Doubtless there was a southern radical element se- 
cretly approving the proviso as a means of agitation. 
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Tn the house the three- million bill was passed in Feb- 
ruary 1847, with the Wilmot proviso, by a vote of 
115 to 105, but this house bill went no farther. In 
the senate the proviso was defeated by a vote of 31 
to 21, and the bill was passed on March 1st by 29 
to 24. It passed the house two days later by 115 to 
81, the proviso as an amendment being defeated by 
102 to 97. 

Though funds were thus placed at the president's 
disposal, there was much hard fighting to be done 
before Mesico could be forced to yield. Santa Anna, 
whether or not he had made and broken any agree- 
ment respecting a treaty, served a useful purpose to 
the United States, exhausting Mexican resources by 
a compact resistance. At last, in March 1848, the 
treaty of peace, ceding California and New Mexico 
for $15,000,000, was referred to the senate and rati- 
fied by the requisite two-thirds vote. In July it was 
communicated to the senate as having been finally 
ratified by Mexico in May. Meanwhile, at the first 
session of the 30th congress discussions on the presi- 
dent's message, on the Oregon question, and on vari- 
ous resolutions for and against the right of congress 
to legislate on slavery in the territories had afforded 
opportunity for keeping the old questions alive, with- 
out leading to any practical result, or even to the evo- 
lution of any new theories. In his message of July 
6th the president announced that California and New 
Mexico now belonged to the United States, that the 
temporary military government in those provinces 
had ceased to exist, and that a territorial civil gov- 
ernment was an urgent necessity, at the same time 
recommending a spirit of mutual concession in estab- 
lishing the new order of things. On July 22d, in 
compliance with resolutions of congress, adopted not 
without debate, he communicated additional informa- 
tion on boundaries and on the past miUtary rule, 

' So fully had earlier debate made known the views 
of congress on the questions at issue, that it was 
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deemed useless to attempt the passage of any terri- 
torial bill either prohibiting or permitting slavery. 
Neither the north nor south would yield, and each 
party of course held the other responsible for the fail- 
ure to provide a government for California, In the 
senate a select committee reported on July 19th a bill 
to make territories of Oregon, California, and New 
Mexico, with the compromise feature of leaving the 
matter of slavery to be settled by the courts, facilities 
being provided for easy and prompt appeal to the 
United States supreme court. In the discussion it 
was advocated by southern whigs and by democrats 
generally; but its opponents declared it to be an eva- 
sion rather than a compromise, that it was a southern 
measure, that the supreme court as constituted would 
support slavery, that congress should not relinquish 
control over the matter, and that the bill in its details 
was faulty. It was passed on July 26th, after a con- 
tinuous session of twenty-one hours, by a vote of 33 to 
22; but in the house, after brief discussion, it was laid 
on the table by a vote of 112 to 97. Congress ad- 
journed in August, and California had no govemment- 
But the Oregon bill, excluding slavery, was finally 
passed by both houses, though the senate favored 
making the Missouri compromise the basis of its ac- 
tion, and the president announced that he would not 
have approved the bill but for the fact that Oregon 
was north of latitude 36'' 30'. 

Before congress met again in December 1848, the 
gold excitement had added a new element of interest 
and importance to the pending controversy. Again 
the president uiged the necessity of a government. 
In the discussions of this session more attention was 
given than before to the people, conditions, and needs 
of California, though these were still but secondary 
topics- Slavery in the territories was the real ques- 
tion and the subject of voluminous speeches. I can- 
not present even en r^sum^ the complicated network 
of bills, substitutes, amendments, and points of order 
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by which each party strove to gain an advantage. 
The north was reaolved to restrict slavery, and would 
entertain no proposition for compromise. Once the 
liouse in committee of the whole passed a resolution to 
cede back to Mexico the new territory, retaining San 
Francisco for the $3,000,000 already paid. An offer 
of private speculators to take California and pay the 
cost of the war was mentioned. The house also passed 
a bill for Upper California similar to the Oregon bill, 
prohibiting slavery, by adopting the ordinance of 1 78 7 ; 
but the senate did not act on this proposition. Con- 
siderable importance was attached in debate to the 
danger of losing California if a government was not 
speedily provided for her rapidly growing and adven- 
turous population. 

The impossibility of obtaining territorial govern- 
ments being apparent from the first, Senator Douglas 
introduced and moat zealously advocated a bill to admit 
California and all the new territory at once as a state 
of the union, the people having, of courae, the right to 
decide the slavery question for themselves. This was 
cutting the gordian knot indeed; but besides being a 
solution that would be practically a defeat for the 
south, though certain prominent southerners favored 
a similar measure in the house, it had several objec- 
tionable features. The judiciary committee reported 
adversely, on the grounds that congress had no power 
to create but only to admit a state, that the popula- 
tion was scanty and unfit, that the right to divide the 
state later as was proposed could not oe reserved, and 
that boundary troubles with Texas were inevitable- 
Failing in this, Douglas offered a substitute bill ad- 
mitting California, and providing for the admission of 
New Mexico as soon as her population should be suf- 
ficient; but the measure was not favorably considered. 

The final effort was to attach the matter to appro- 
priation bills. An amendment of the army bill, giv- 
ing to the inhabitants the rights of habeas corpus, 
trial by jury, and freedom from martial law, was 
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rejected, perhaps because the 'inhabitants' included 
negroea But an amendment to the civil and diplo- 
matic bill, extending the revenue, Indian, and land 
laws over California and New Mexico, was adopted in 
the senate by 25 votes to 18, the south expecting 
some advantage from the implied extension of the con- 
stitution to the provinces* The house substituted an 
amendment authorizing the president to hold the new 
provinces by using the army and navy to maintain 
existing laws, and also extending the United States 
revenue laws; but this was not accepted by the senate, 
chiefly because the Mexican laws prohibited slavery. 
Finally, on March 4th, after an all-night session and 
complicated debate, the senate receded from its origi- 
nal amendment, and thus passed the appropriation 
bill, leaving California as before without a govern- 
ment. Then at the last moment before adjourning, 
and not without protests from southern senators 
against the protection of any property rights where 
their own were ignored, a bill was passed extending 
the revenue laws over California, and establishing a 
collection district there,^ 

The matters thus presented extend chronologically 
somewhat beyond the limits of this chapter and vol- 
ume, but belong to what precedes rather than to what 
follows. Later developments connected with the ad*- 
mission of California as a state, after the people had 
formed a constitution, will be treated in a later vol- 
ume. Wo have seen that the subject of California 
in congress, down to the middle of 1849, includes 
really but very little of California and a good deal of 
congress, or congressional action on matters that were 
national rather than provincial in their scope. 

As we have seen, not only did congress after the 
treaty of 1848 consider the government that should 

^"For the volammoua debates of wliich I have attempted to present an 
outline, see Cong. Globe, 1845-9, 29th and 30th congteasee. Also Benton's 
Debates and Howtton^s Debates for the same period. 
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be provided for California, but earlier, in December 
1846, the system that had actually been put in opera- 
tion there. A resolution calling upon the president 
for information and explanation on the subject was 
passed after long debate, which was, however, merely 
a part of the general controversy, with but slight 
bearing on the state of affairs in the far west. Cer- 
tain peculiarities in the proclamations of Sloat, Eearny, 
and Stockton afforded a favorable opportunity to 
attack the administration, to denounce the war, and 
particularly the apparent purpose to make it a war of 
permanent conquest. After the discussion had served 
its partisan purpose the matter was dropped, as the 
president's explanation was unassailable on the point 
nominally at issue, and his plans of conquest were 
otherwise clearly enough announced. The debate, 
however, brought out the views of congressmen re- 
specting the civil government of conquered provinces 
as regulated by international law. Mr Douglas took 
the ground, more or less fully supported by others, 
that by the act of occupation California and New 
Mexico became United States territory, and as such 
inimediately subject to the control of congress. On 
the other hand, Mr Rhett and a few followers ex- 
pressed very radical opinions in favor of the arbitrary 
and unlimited powers possessed by the president as 
commander-in-chief. Keither of these extreme views, 
however, was generally supported,^ 

The position assumed by the president from the 
beginning to the end of the war, both in messages to 
congress and instructions to subordinates, supported 
in the debates by conservative members with citations 
from writers on international law, and carried out 

>* Debates in 2d seas. 29th congress, in Cong. Globe, 1846-7, p. 13, 20, 33, 
37-9, 43-4, ^^» 67, 75-6, 86, 87, 345. The president's explanatory message 
is also found with accompanying documents as U. S. Govt Doc, 29th coag. 
2d ses9-, H. Ex. Doc. 19h See also, on civil government, Cong. Ql^tt 1847- 
8, p. 910-16, 989-92, including the message of July 22, 1848. AIbo Qlohe, 
1848-9, p. 191. Tho most complete treatment of the suhject, in all its 
phases, is found in the speech of Mr Seddon of Va.. Dec. 10, 18^ in Qi^, 
p. 23-6, 
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more or less uniformiy by the succeaaive commanders 
in CaUfornia, was in substance as follows; War hav- 
ing been regularly declared, the executive, as com- 
mander-in-chief, could use hia forces to conquer and 
hold any part of the Mexican territory b^ an act of 
war. The first object was to obtain possession, to 
overcome all armed resistance, and to secure submis- 
sion on the part of the people. This accomplished, 
it became a right and duty to protect citizens in their 
individual rights, and thus prevent anarchy. To this 
end the conquerors acquired the powers of sovereignty 
temporarily lost by Mexico. Methods would depend 
largely on the judgment of commanders, and might 
vary with circumstances; but a conciliatory rather 
than an oppressive policy was required. Strict mar- 
tial law might be enforced if deemed necessary; other- 
wise, the people being submissive and friendly, a tem- 
porary civil government might be established as a 
legitimate feature of military rule. The nature of 
the system to be introduced was not to be determined 
by the people; Mexico was entitled to no voice in the 
matter; the power of the conqueror was absolute, 
except as limited by the requiremente of humanity 
and justice, constituting what is called international 
law and usage. Other things being equal, it was natu- 
ral and right to continue the old Mexican methods; 
but the conqueror might legitimately conciliate pop- 
ular favor for his government and nation, as well as 
promote the cause of justice, by annulling oppressive 
acts of Mexico; and in introducing modifications 
deemed convenient or essential to safety, he might 
properly take the institutions of his own nation as a 
model- By the conquest California did not become 
United States territory; the president had no power 
to make or declare her such; she did not come under 
the protection of the constitution or of legislation by 
congress. What powers of permanent annexation or 
government congress and the executive might legiti- 
mately have assumed over California before the treaty 
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is a question that need not be considered, since there 
was no attempt to exercise such powers. The gov- 
ernment set up was a temporary one^ and a part of 
the military rule by conquerors. Commanders in 
California were responsible to the president, under 
whose orders they acted ; and he was responsible to 
congress in this matter of civil government to no 
greater extent than in any other matter connected 
with the prosecution of the war. 

Instructions from Washington, with consequent 
proclamations and acts of Sloat, Stockton, Fremont, 
and Kearny down to the middle of 1847, have been 
fully presented in the narrative of events. ^^ In the 
instructions no irregularity is to be found, unless it 
may be in that requiring an oath of allegiance to the 
United States from officials. No more than an oath 
of obedience to the new authorities could be properly 
demanded.^ In New Mexico General Kearny went 
so far in his proclamations as to ^icit from the presi- 
dent a statement that certain parts were not " approved 
or recognized/' but for the rest, including the acts of 
Sloat and Stockton, he said in his message of Decem- 
ber 1846: ''If any excess of power has been exercised, 
the departure has been the offspring of a patriotic de- 
sire to give the inhabitants the privileges and immu- 
nities so cherished by the people of our own country. 
Any such excess has resulted in no practical injury, 
but can and will be early corrected in a manner to 
alienate as little as possible the good feelings of the 

'^See matractiona to Sloat et al., p. 195-9, thiavoL; Sloat'sprocL of July 
7, 1840, p. 234; Stockton's procl. of July 29th, p. 255; Stockton's pracl. of 
Aug. 17th, p. 283; Stockton 3 propoaed govemment, p. 284; instructions to 
Kearny, p. 334; treaty of Gahuenga, Jan. 13, 1847, p, 404; Jan. 22d, Ft6^ 
months procL and govt, p. 432; Kearny's proct of March Ja^ p. 437-S. 

^ It la in the instruutlons of July 12, 1846, that we read: ^The object of 
the U. S. has reference to ultimate peace with Hex. ; and if, at that peace, 
the basis of the tUi posstdetis shall be established, the govt expects ttijough 
your forces to be found in actual poasessioa of Upper Cal, liUwill bring 
with it the necessity of a civil administration. Such a govt Bhall be estab- 
lished under your protection; and in aelecting persona to hold office, dne re- 
spect should be hadtothe wishes of the people of Cal., as well as to the actual 
posaeasora of authority in that province. It may be proper to require an 
oath of allegiance to the V. B. from tLose who are intrusted with antnori^. 
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inhabitants," Of proceedings in California no special 
disapproval was ever deemed necessary. 

Sloat, in his conciliator^' proclamation of July 7th, 
went far beyond his instructions or the authority of 
his chief, in promising that California should bo per- 
manently a territory of the United States; yet he 
practically attempted nothing but the military occu- 
pation of certain points; and Stockton, while in his 
warlike and impolitic tirade of the 29th he went still 
further astray by declaring that his only purpose was 
to protect oppressed citizens and foreigners, and that 
he would withdraw his forces as soon as that purpose 
should be effected, simply proceeded to extend the 
military occupation, and take the paroles of submissive 
Mexican officers. In his proclamation of August 7th 
he continued military law, while promising some 
changes in the near future;^* and in his elaborate 
system of territorial government soon devised, local 
rule under Mexican law was provided for, and the 
features of his scheme to which exception might be 
taken on legal grounds were never approved or car- 
ried into effect. Then after the revolt and reconquest 
came the treaty of Cahuenga, January 13, 1847, the 
terms of which were entirely unobjectionable, requir- 
ing from the CaKfornians only present submission to 
the American authorities, but no oath of allegiance, 
and not treating them as in any sense citizens of the 
"United States- Stockton's system of civil govern- 
ment was then partially established; Fremont was 
appointed governor, and in his proclamation of Janu- 
ary 22d he simply required ^'the return of civil 
officers to their appropriate duties, and as strict an 

^* *The territory of Ca!. now belongs to the U. S., and will be governed aa 
eoon as circunistaiLcea may permit by offioere and Liwe simikir to thoee by 
which the other territories of the U. S, are regulated and protected. But 
until the gov., Hec.^ and council are appointed, ajid the various civil depart' 
mcntsof the govt are arranged, miUtaryiawa will prevail, and the commander- 
in-chief will bo gov. aud protector of tho territory. In the mean time the peo- 
ple will be permitted * to elect civil officers to adminiater the lawa according 
to former usagea. The Bystem of govt dovised by Stockton about this time, 
and sent to Wafshington foi^ approval, ma^ be found in CuUe' Conq., 123, 
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obedience of the military to the civil authority as is 
consistent with the security of peace," The contro- 
versies of those days referred to the governorship, and 
not to the system of government. 

Thus far Sloat, Stockton, and Fremont had acted 
without instructions, yet, while by their unfortunate 
differences in act and promise and theory they had 
done much to retard Califomian peace and prosperity, 
they had not gone far astray in the matter of civil 
government and its administration by conquerors. 
Kearny, acting under definite instructioi^ of June, 
July, and November 1846, and in the light of experi- 
ence, in his acts of March 1847 had no occasion to 
make radical changes in the methods before observed. 
Hie requiring from officials an oath to support the 
constitution was illegal, besides not being in accord 
with the capitulation of Cahuenga, but it was in his 
instructions. He dispensed with the legislative coun- 
cil, being under no obligation to follow Stockton's 
ideas, but the council had not acted. His promise of a 
regular territorial government may be understood as 
referring to the formation of a treaty; his absolution 
of the inhabitants from all allegiance to Mexico was 
but a farce; his prediction that the stars and stripes 
would float over California as long^as the sun should 
shine upon her was as harmless an expression of his 
opinion and that of his superiors as had been the 
earlier one of Sloat- 

Governor Mason succeeded Kearny at the end of 
May, and made no innovations in system followed by 
his predecessors. All the successive commanders 
among themselves and with the national authorities 
practically agreed respecting essential features of the 
temporary mihtary and civil rule; and the president's 
excuses for irregularities in 1846, as previously quoted, 
will apply with equal force to later informalities. In- 
structions of January now received were much more 
definite than earlier ones, approving in a general way 
what had been done, but explaining the rights of eon- 
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querors, and coiitaming a warning that the ex.iatmg 
government was but temporary, and that California 
oould not yet be considered a territory of the United 
States, ^^ Thus, pending a treaty of peace, there was 
but little opportunity for subsequent misunderstand- 
ing or theorizing on the general system, though per- 
plexing details of application were likely to present 
themselves. Alcaldes who had been elected or ap- 
pointed continued to administer justice according to 
their ideas of Mexican law and the old usages, appeal- 
ing in difficult or complicated cases to the governor, 
whose policy was to interfere as little as possible, 
particularly in questions affecting property rights. 
Naturally, in places where both the alcalde and the 
people were foreigners, some very peculiar versions of 
Mexican law and of old customs obtained; but petty 
local affairs were well enough managed as a rule, 
though there was no lack of complaint that the coun- 
try was without law. Local annals given in later 
chapters will furnish some illustrative items, especially 
on the municipal troubles of San Francisco, San Jos^, 
and the larger towns. I append some brief notes;^ 

^ See p. 334-^ of this voL for inBtractions to Kearny. I qnoto hero more 
fully those to the naval commander: ^The course of our govt in regard to 
Cal. , . .depends on those on Mrhom the constitution imposes the duty of mak- 
ing and oaxtyiog treaties Into effect. Pending the war, our poaaeasioa gives 
only such rights aa the kcrs of nations recognize, and the govt U military, 
petlorming such civ-il duties a^ are necesaary to the full enjoyment of the 
advantages resulting from the conqiteat, and to the due protection of the 
lights of persona and of property of the inhabitants. No political right can 
be conferred on the inhabitants thnssituated, enmnating from the constitution 
of the U. S- - . . Unless incorporated^ with the assent of congress by ratified 
treaty or by legislative act, our rights over euemiea' territoiy in our poases- 
eion are only such ae the laws of war confer, and theirs no raoro than are 
derived from the same authority. , , - In the discharge of the duty of govt . , , 
it has not been deemed improper or unwise that the inhabitanta should be 

Eermittcd to participate in the selection of agents to make or execute the 
Lwa to be enforced Ihave regarded your meaaurea, . ,aa founded on this 

principle, and so far as they carry out the right of temporary govt under ex- 
isting rights of possession they are approved. But no officers created, or 
laws or regulations made to protect the rights or perform the dutlas result- 
ing from our conquests, can lawfully continue beyond the duration of the 
state of things which now exists, without authority of future treaty or act 
of congress. . , . The president foresees no contingency in which the U, S. will 
ever flurrendcr or relinquish possession of the Cailfornias,' 

"June 2, 1S47, Maion to Alcalde Bo^s, explaining the system of govt as 
per instructiooa of Jan. llth- CaL and A', Mex.jMess. andpoc, 1850, p, 317. 
Wee H. Jl Qal. Star and Califorrkianj 1S47-8, for much comment by editors 
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and there are a few cases that may be somewhat more 
fully noticed in this connection. 

The case of Alcalde Nash at Sonoma was the only 
one in which the military authority in civil matters 

+ 

and correspon(?eirta od m^ttter? of govL Tn March a roan came to Moat, with 
& paper from an alcalde whicli ebated that he had been convicted of horse- 
ateafing, and desired a new hearing. Mont. Calif., Mar. 20, 1S47- Mar, 
20th, Kearny orders the diamisBal of an otd suit for ^vinnings at a race. Cal. 
and JT. Mtx., etCn, 291. Mar. 24th, Colton appointed jodge of tho admiralty 
court of Cal. Id. April 10th, Kcamy ordcra that liquor ahopa be doaed on 
Sunday, drunken and disorderly persons to b© arrested and punished. Loa 
Ang. Arch,j MS^, lii- 4&-7. If a man is not content with the alcalde's deci- 
sion, let him wait for the eatabUabment of other courts. S. Jo^S Arch., 
Loose Pap., MS., 5. April 24th, Kearny to Bellamy, in ftuawer to complaint. 
* During the existence of the war there must of ueceaaity arise many oa.B«a of 
great hardship and injustice, which for the time being are without remedy.' 
Vol. and JV. Mex.y 299. May 1st, alcalde remonstrates with K. for setting 
aside his proceedings, Unk I>oe.r MS., 117. May 5th, K. recommenda arbi- 
trators in a divorce case. Cal. and N, Mex., 305. June 1st, £>arkin to JV, Y. 
Jlerald, writes: * Wo mast live on iu lawless blessodneas. We have, however, 
a fair supply of lawyers, and each can produce the laws of his native atate and 
uraeonthe alcalde their adoption as most applicable to the case in hand,' 
0^. Corrtsp., MS., i. 153. June 6th, alcaldes decline to take the oath of 
allegiance, which would make theuk traitors to Hex. Unh. Doc., MS., 2(H. 
June 16th, Mason orders an alcalde to come to Mont, and bring with him a 
prisoner and witnesses. Cal. and 2^. Mex.^ 323. Jane 14th, Mason writes: 
*TheaJcaldeaarenot *'authoritieflof theU. S.," nor are they Mes, authorities. 
They are thecivilraflgiatrates of Cal,, Mid therefore the " authorities of Cal.," 
subject to rcinoyal from office by the gov.* Id., 321. Only one chanfts of 
venue can be granted. Id., 333, 37^- July 3d, alcalde may call for military 
aid to enforce hia decrees. Id., 339. He must apply in writing. The slight- 
est possible foree to be used. There are many other communicationa on this 
matter. July 24th , order of O^n. Scott, making the martial law a supple- 
mental code for punishment of serious crimes by or against military men, 
circulated and to be enforced in Cal. Id., 353. Aug. 4th, troops cannot 
take charge of prisoners except in grave caaea. Los Antj. Arch., MS., iii, 99. 
Aniurderer at StaOmz shot by alcalde's order. t7w&. /)oc., MS., 108. Aug. 
23d, *Xhe civil officers would be most willing to shilt upon mil. the dis^ree- 
able task of arresting and' guarding their criminals, but this must not be per- 
mitted. Officers in command are only expected to lad civil officers 'when the 
latter are unable to enforce their decreea; and even then a sound diacretiou 
should be exercised,' Cal. and JV, Mex., 349. Aug. 25th, *Your auth. as 
aJcalde in all cases T>etween citizen and citizen is the same qa it was under 
the Mex. law, Bnt when a soldier is concerned, then mil. law must have 
precedence.^ Id., 354. Get. 25th, alcaldes tuay have jurisdiction over crimes 
committed on b(^d ahipa, as tbere are no othercourts. Id., 404. Oct. 20th, 
alcalde may sentence a man for manslaughter to 7 years' hard labor on public 
works, and may send him to Mont. Id., 410. Alcalde can not be reqnircd to 
retry old cases. Id., 412, Nov, Ist, inBtructious on formalities in a trial for 
murder. Id., 413. Nov. 29th, Mason's order of fine of «50 to $100, and im^ 
prisonmcnt of 3 to 6 months for selling- liquor to an Ind. Id., 437, and else- 
where, Dec. Sd, tbere are no courta other than alcaldes'; and Mason de- 
clineti to appoint a special court, thougb he has done ao in aome cases. Id., 
430. Dec. 20tlj, Maaon suggesi^ an additioual penalty of 50 lashes for steal- 
ing horaea. Id., 445. Dec.^d, if a jury cannot agree in a reasonable time, 
a new one may be empanelled. Id., 44d. Deo. 2Qw, ii cases involving over 
tlOO a jury of six men ahall decide. Id., 452, and elsewhere. March 2d, 
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■was disputed, John H. Nash was an old man who 
had come overland from Missouri in 1845, and had 
been elected alcalde in 1846, In consequence of re- 
ported irregularities in his management of the office^ 
General Kearny appointed L. W, Boggs, an abler but 
not a better man, to succeed him in April 1847- Nash 
denied Kearny's right to remove an alcalde elected 
under the system established by Sloat and Stockton, 
refusing to turn over the records of his office, and be- 
ing supported by the citizens, who, to the number of 
seventy, headed by Ide and Grigsby, held a public 
meeting to petition for his reinstatement. He was 
egotistic and eccentric, much like Ide in some respects, 
and even proposed to make an effort at Washington for 
Kearny's removal For a time in May Sonoma had 
practically no alcalde, each declining to act; but Mason 
declined to revoke his predecessor's order as being pre- 
sumably well founded, and early in June ordered Cap- 
tain Brackett to use force for the transfer of records, 
at the same time sending Nash a peremptory order. 
The latter still declined to obey, and Brackett excused 
himself from the performance of an act that would 
make him unpopular. Meanwhile in June Boggs was 
performing the duties of hia office. In July Lieu- 
tenant Sherman was sent by Mason to arrest Nash 

ISiSt grave casea must be triad by jucy, which must award a sentence if 
they convict; bnt the verdict and t^timony must be Bent to gov. for ap- 
proval. Id. , 488. Men cannot be punished for crimes they will probably com- 
mit when they have a chance. Id. Mar, 9th, Mason writes: j&x attempt ou 
the jail 'would afford me an excellant opportunity of making an example on 
the spot of some of the lawless characters with which this country ia infested, 
and I shall always have a halter ready,' 8. Joe4 Arch.^ JJOOse Pap., MS., 43, 
April ITth, alcalde has convictedamanof Belling liquor, without jury, be- 
cause Californian jurymen have on two oocaaiona refuaed to tiud a country- 
man guilty. Unh. DoCy MS., 122. Apr. 12th, Mason will not take any ac- 
tion in disputes about horse-races. Oai. and JV". Mex.^ 508. April 29th, 
M. will not disturb the deciBioa of arbitrators. Id., 546. May 8th, debts 
contracted in U. S. cannot bo collocted hore during the war. 8. JosS Arch., 
Loose Pap., MS., 29. May 2iflt, Hartnell sent to S. P. to attend to printing 
a Spaniah translation of laws to he pub. by Mason. Cal. and N. Mex^, 555, 
May 31st, M. proposes to build prisons, appropriating $1,000 for each, and 
citiaena to pay the rest. Id., 558, Aug. 23d, Hartnell to get §2,000 salary 
as govt interpreter and translator. Id., 659. The support of civil prisoners 
must be paid from manicipal fnnds, /ti., 569, A mil, commandetnt repri- 
manded for too hasty action in civil matters. Id., 575. 

Hist. Caj,h, Vol. V. 39 
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and faring him to Monterey. Argument and sea-sick- 
ness on the way brought the old gentleman to terms, 
and Mason at once sent him home at public expense, 
"fully sensible of his error," and promising an imme- 
diate surrender of all the papers of his office, with full 
accounts of his administration.^ 

Antonio M. Armijo, Robert Smith, and John Egger, 
of the Sonoma district, were arrested in August 1847, 
and charged with the murder and kidnapping of Ind- 
ians in the Sacramento Valley. The affair gave rise 
to much correspondence and excitement. Vallejo and 
Sutter were appointed as special judges to try the 
case with a jury of twelve, and Boggs was added to 
the number later. For want of an impartial jury and 
for other reasons, the case was transferred from Sacra- 
mento to Sonoma, where it was tried in October, 
Captain Brackett acting as prosecutor, and Sutter 
being absent. The accused were acquitted; and Gov- 
ernor Mason declined to approve an exorbitant bill of 
about §2,000 for costs of the trial.^ A similar special 
court, consisting of Stephen C. Foster and Abel 
Stearns, was appointed in April 1 848 for the trial of sev- 
eral members of the Mormon battalion at Los Angeles 
on a charge of passing counterfeit gold coin. Each had 
a separate trial before a jury, and Lieutenant Ruel 
Barrus was found guilty, confessing that he had played 
at monte with counterfeit money, and was sentenced to 
five years' imprisonment at hard labor, but the gover- 
nor, in consideration of his youth and other palliating 
circumstances, reduced the term to one year. The 

*' Dcwumentarv record very complete in Vnb, Doc, MS., 82-3, 107-13, 
116, 143, 145, 310; Ccd. and ^. Mex., Mess, and Doc., 1350, p. 289, 2!)5, 317- 
20, 325, 343, 377; S. F. Col. Star, May 22d; S, F. Californian, July 24th, 
Sept. 4th. Also a very good and interesting account in Shermmt^s Mtim., i, 
30-8. Green, a lawyer, with whom. Naah lived, seems to have incited iiini to 
resist, and to J^iavo attempted some bluster at the time of his arrest. Pickett 
and Scott with Bogga himself were Nashua enemiea. Bogga claimed in Aug- 
that N. had not rendered his accounts, accusing kim of making fraudulent 
deeds of town lota, and of changingthe original map. J. R. Snyder and Tim, 
Murphy were appointed commiasionera to ulveatigate, 

^Cal. and N. Afex., 3Iem. atid Doc., 1850, p. 343-4, 34S-9. 384, 394-5, 
419-22; U^'b. Doc., M8., 89-90, 124-0, 292-3, 297-8, 313, One of the items 
not allowed was lawyer Green's bill for $200h , 
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others were acquitted.^ Yet another special court 
was that appointed to try Benjamin Fosen in May at 
Santa Barbara. He had killed Agustin Ddvila near 
Santa In^s for stealing his chickens. Estdvan Ardis- 
«on ai)d Pedro C. Carrillo were the judges; the jury 
included six Americans and six Calitbrnians; and the 
verdict was manslaughter, for which Fosen was sen- 
tenced to four years' imprisonment.^ 

News of the treaty putting an end to the war 
brought some perplexing questions respecting the 
government of California, How they were settled 
is best explained in Mason's own words. In his 
proclamation of August 7, 1848, he said: "The con- ■ 
gress of the United States, to whom alone this power 
belongs, will soon confer upon the people of this 
country the constitutional rights of citizens of the ■ 
United States; and no doubt in a few short months 
we shall have a regularly organized territorial gov- 
ernment; indeed, there is every reason to believe that 
congress has already passed the act, and that a civil 
governmpnt is now on its way to this country, to re- 
place that which has been organized under the rights of 
conquest. Such territorial government will establish - 
all local claims and regulations which, within the 
scope of its legitimate powers^ it may deem necessary 
for the public welfare* In the mean time the present 
civil oflScers of the country will continue in the exer- 
cise of their functions as heretofore, and when vacan- 
cies exist or may occur, they will be filled by regular 
elections held by the people of the several towns and 
districts, due notice of such elections being previously 
given. The existing laws of the country will neces- 
sarily continue in force till others arc made to supply 
their place." And his position was further explained 
in his report to the adjutant-general,^^ A similar 

'» Uiih. Doc, MS., 17. 37-9; Cal. and .V. Mex., 1850, 39hH, 562, 570-L 

C. C. Canfield and Sam. Myers were the others accused. 

'^^Cai. and N. Mex., etc., 505-7. 570; Unb. Doc.. MS., 63, 36&^7a 

^^ Aug. 7th, Maaon to people of Ca]. Cal. and N. Mtx., Mean, and Doc., 

JS50,p.59Q-h Aug. 19th, >Ia3outoaUj.-gen, /d,597-S. In tbe Utter doc- 
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view of the situation was taken by the national au- 
thorities. In his message of July 6th, the president 
wrote: *'The war with Mexico having terminated, 
the power of the executive to establish or to continue 
temporary civil governments over these territories, 
which existed under the laws of nations whilst they 
were regarded as conquered provinces in our military 
occupation, has ceased- By their cession to the United 
States, Mexico has no longer any power over them ; 
and until congress shall act, the inhabitants will be 
without any organized government. Should they be 
left in this condition, confusion and anarchy will be 
likely to prevaih"^^ And later, when congress had 

umenfc he aaysi ' The above are t-he only inatmctiona I have received from tLe 
department to guide me ia the course to be pursued, now thatwar has ceased, 
and that the country forms an integral part of the United States, For the 
past two years no civil goveminent haa existed here, save that controlled by 
the senior military or naval officer; and no civil officers exist in the country 
save tho alcaldes appointed or confirmed by myself. To throw off upon 
them or the people at large the civil management and control of the country 
would most probably lead to endless confusions, if not to absolute anarchy; 
and yot what right or authority have I to exercise civil coiitrol in time of 
peaoe in a territory of the United States? or, ii sedition and rebellion should 
arise, where is my force to meet it ? Two companies of regulars, every day 
diminishing by desertions that cannot be prevented, will soon be the only 
military force in CiUfomia; and they will be of necessity compelled to remain 
at San Francisco anJ Monterey, to guard the large depots of powder and 
munitions of war, which cannot be removed. Yet, misustained by military 
force, or by any positive instructions, 1 feci compelled to exercise control 
over tho alcaldes appointed, and to maintain order, if possible, iu the coun- 
try, until a civil governor arrive, armed with instructions and laws to guide 
his footsteps, 

*In like manner, ii all customs were withdrawn, and the ports thrown 
open free to tho world, San Francisco would bo made the depot of all tho 
foreign goods in the north Pacific, to the injury of our revenue and the in- 
tereata of our own merchants. To prevent this great influx of foreign goods 
into the country duty-free, I feel it my duty to attempt the collection of 
duties, according to the United States tariff of 1846, This will render it 
necessary for me to appoint temporary collectors, etc., in the several ports of 
entry, for tho military force is too much reduced to attend to those duties. 

*l am fully aware that in taking these steps I have no further authority 
than that the existing goyemment must necessarily continue imtil some 
other is organized to take its place; for I have been left without any definite 
instructions in reference to the existing state of aSairs- But the cailamitiea 
and disorders which would surely follow tho absolute withdrawal of even a 
show of authority impose on me, in my opinion, the imperative duty to 
pursue the course I have indicated, until the arrival of despatches front 
Washington (which I hope are -Uready on their way) relative to the organi- 
zation of a regular civil government In the mean time, however, should 
the people recuse to obey the existing authorities, or the merchants refuse to 
pay any daties, my force is inadequate to compel obedience.' 

^C&ngress, Ghbe, 1847-8, p. 901. Simile views in the message of July 
24th, Amer. QuarL Hev., U 6G0-4, 
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adjourned without providing for the government of 
the new provinces, the president, through Secretary 
Buchanan, in a letter of flattery, congratulation, 
promise, and advice, announced the existence of a de 
facto goverjiment, to be continued in accordance with 
the governor's views until another should be legally 
substituted,^^ 

And thus the country was governed as before dur- 

" Oct. 7, 1848, Buchauan to Wm V- Voorhies, agent of the poat-offiee de- 
|»artmeDt. U. S. Oovi Doc, 30th coDg, 2d aess,, H. Ex. Doc, 1, p. 47-50; 
Cal, and AT. Mex^, etc., &-9. The purport is also given in Sec. Marcy^a letter 
to Gov. Mason, dated Oct 9tb. Id., 238-9. Bachanau writes: 'In the mean' 
time the condition of the peopk of CaUfornia is anomaloua, and wilt require, 
on their part, the exercise of treat prudence and discretion. By the conclu- 
sion of the treaty of peace, the military government which waa eatablislied 
over them under the laws of ^lar, as recognized by the practice of all civilized 
nations, has ceased to derive ila authority from this source of power. But is 
there, for this reason, no government in Calif omia? Arelife, liberty, andprop'; 
erty under the protection of no existing authorities? This would be a smffa- 
IftT phenomenon in the face of the world, and especially among American citi-. 
zens, distinguished as they are above all other people for their law-abiding 
character. Fortunately, they are not reduced to this sad condition. The ter- 
mination of the war left an existing government, a government defacto^ in full- 
operation; and this wUl continue, with the presumed consent of the people, 
until congress shall provide for them a territorial government. The great law 
of necessity justices this conclusion. The consent of the people is irresistibly 
inferred from the fact that no civilized commmiity could possibly desire to 
abrogate an existing government, when the alternative presented would be to 
place themselves in a state of anarchy, beyond the protection of all laws, and 
reduce them to the unhappy necessity of submitting to the dominion of the. 
strongest. 

' This government de facto will, of course, exercise no power inconsistent 
with the provisions of the constitution of the United Stetes, which is the 
supreme law of the land. For this reason, no import duties can be levied iii 
Calif omia on articles the growth, product, or manufacture of the United States, ; 
as no such duties can be imposed in any other part of our union on the pro-, 
dnctiona of CaHfomia. Nor can new duties be charged in California upon 
such foreign productions as have already paid duties in any of our porta of en- 
try, for the obvious reason that California is within the territory of the 
United States- I shall not enlarge upon this subject, however, aa t^e secre- 
tary of the treasury will perforoi that duty. 

^The president urgently advises the people of California to live peaceably 
and quietly under the existing government. He believes that this will pro- 
mote their lasting and best interests. If it be not what they could desire and 
had a right to expect, they can console themselves with the reflection that it 
will endure but for a few months. Should they attempt to change or amend 
it during this brief period, they most probably could not accomplish their 
object before the government established by congress would go into opera- 
tion. In the mean time the country would be agitated, the citizens would be 
withdrawn from their usual employments, and domestic strife might divide 
and exasperate the people against each other; and this all to establish a gov- 
ernment which in no conceivable continj^ency could endure for a single year* 
During this brief period it is better to bear the ills thoy have than fly to 
others they know not of,* 
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ing the rest of 1848 and later; as well governed as it 
is likely to have been under any system that congress 
could have devised- It was probably well for Califor- 
nia that no regular territorial government was put in 
operation. The people doubtless had the right from 
August to organize a provisional government for 
themselves. The president advised them not to do it, 
while Senator l^enton took it upon himself to give 
contrary advice.^ Governor Mason, before receiving 
the letters of Buchanan and Marcy, favored snch a 
movement m case congress should be known to have 
adjourned without action, ^^ And some local efforts in 
the same direction were made before the end of the 
year; but these matters belong properly to the annals 
of 1849-50— the constitutional convention, and the 
admission of California into the union as a state. 

Here as well as anywhere may be added' a few 
items respecting the foreign, consulates in California 
in 1846-8. Thomas 0. Larkin's functions as U. S. 
consul ceased of course with the treaty. He was 
notified to this effect by Secretary Buchanan in a let- 
ter of June 23j 1848, with approval of his past perform- 
ance of duties. Meanwhile he had been appointed 
U. S- naval agent by Stockton in August 1846, re- 
ceiving in October 1847 the president's appointment 
of March. There are no circumstances connected 
with his official career in these vears that call for fur- 
ther notice than is given elsewhere,^ James A. 
Forbes retained the position of British vice-consul.*^ 
J. S- Moerenhaut was French consul from October 
1846, and appointed Etienno Jourdain as vice-consul 

»* Benton's letter was dated Aug, 27th, See 5, F. Alia, Jan, 11, 1849; 
Bumfitfa Rpxol, MS,, ii. lf*-20. 

^*Nov. 2r>th,Mafloa to Kemble, referring to a eonyeraation on the subject, 
Unh.Doc., MS., 140-h 

^"Aug. 13, 1846, appointment aa naval agent. LnrUn's Doc,, MS., iv. 
254> Jnne 23, 1848, Buchanan to L. Id,, yi. 134. See also Mont Cotwu^ 
loXe Arch., MS., ii., and Mont, yavy Agent Acctg, MS., i. ii. 

^'His claim to exemption from paying duties on goods imported by him- 
self waa not allowed by Ma.aon in Dec. 1847- Col. and N^ Mex,, Mess^ and 
J)qc., 1850, p. 446-7. 
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at Yerba Buena in December 1848. Moereuhaut had 
occasion to present for settlement the grievances of 
Pierre Atiilan, Ciement Panaud, and of Richards 
and Maube, who had suffered in property at the hands 
of Frdniont's men.^ Cesareo Lataillade received his 
exequatur as Spanish vice-consul in April 1846, and 
took possession of his office in June. In 1847 he 
was allowed to reside at Santa Bd^rbara. His chief 
effort was to obtain redress for the iraprlsonnaent of 
Jos^ Noriega at Sutter's Fort by the Bear Flag 
uien.^ Late in 1848 George Trail Allen was ap- 
pointed Hawaiian consul in California.** 

^CaL and N, Mtx., etc., 254, 320, 322. 379. 566; Unh. Doc., MS., 99- 
J03, 2S&-G. Mnson could griiDt no relief; but in thecoae of K. and M. orders 
came from W&shLiigton to appoint an inveatigatm^ board. 

^''Doc. Hi^L Cal„ MS., ii. 30; iii. 107, 236; Dept. SL Pap,, MS., vi. 37, 
40j LarHn's Doc, M8., iv. 145; Id., Of, Corre&p., i. 110; Unh^ Doc., MS., 
16, 391-2; Los Ang. Arch., MS., iii. 173-4; Oal. and N. Mex., 297, 427, 430? 
S. F. Calif., AMg. 7, 1847. 

*<> Uiib, Doc, MS., 132; Col. and N. Mex., 687. 



¥ '> * ^ T ^ 









+ ^ h 



► > X 



T^ 



t 









.^ .. ; : 






■ \ v 



CHAPTER XXIII, 

4 

LOCAL AlWALS— SAN DIEW TO MONTEREY. 

1846-1S48, 

SiK Diego Events — Fr^most, Stockton, and Kearkt — MAasAosB ax 
pAUMA — Mormons and Nb"W York Volunteers — Mctnioipal Apfair-s 
— Ranchos— Revenue— San Diego Mission — San Lura Ret— Pai>be 
Zalvidea— San Juan Cafistrako— Los ANOELita DisxEier— Index of 
Occurrences — Sub-prefect and Alcaldes — Mormons, Dragoons, and 
Volunteers— Eanchq3—Sa2* Oabrxbl— Padkb EsxiNBOA— San Fer- 
nando Mission — Santa BArbara — Pueblo Gotebnmbnt — Land 
Grants — Mission — Bishop GarcIa Diego — President Duran — San 
Bdenaventetra— ^Santa iNfis—FuEisiM a— Monterey Drsraicr— Sum- 
MAET— Town Apfaim— San CArws— San Lena OsiaFo— San Migokl 
— Murder of Rkbd Family — San Antonio — Saw Juan BAuriffTA — 
Soledad— Santa Cruz and Brancieobtb. 

Local annals of 1846-8, a period of transition From 
the old to the new, must be compressed within narrow 
limits; and this may be done without omission of es- 
sential matter or serious inconvenience, except at one 
or two points, where, however, matters pertaining to 
the effects of the gold discovery are reserved for an- 
other volume. The time of military and mission 
statistics was past, and I shall attempt no estimates of 
local gains or losses in population, the gain for the 
whole territory, but for the foreign immigration and 
the final influx of gold-seckcrs, being very small- 
There are lists of municipal officers which are worth 
being placed on record, with here and there a local 
occurrence to be added to the index of events recorded 
in other parts of this work, all to be presented mainly 
in fine-print notes. 
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Nothing happened at San Diego, though much 
interest was felt, and a few prominent citizens went 
to the capital to participate, in the political controver- 
sies of the time, until the Americans came under Fre- 
mont in July 1846, to be driven out in August, but 
to return in November under Stockton, who here 
made his final preparations for the reconquest of the 
south.^ The coming of Kearny, his disaster at Sau 

' San Diego eventfl. 1846. Feb.-May, minor Ind, troubles, chiefly in the 
form of rumora. DfpL 8L Pap., Ben. P. & J., MS., ii. I24r~9. Election for 
tba cons^o general in May; Bandini summoned to the capital. This voL , p, 
45-51- Warner in corresp. with Larkin. Id.j 63. Occupation by Fremont 
for the tr. a. at the end of July. Id,, 266-7. July 21st, padron showing 73 
men fit for military dut;?, Dept, Si. Pap,, Ben. P, <& J,y MS., ii. 159. Augv, 
Phelpa' efforts at reconciliation; Bandini and Argiiello favor the \J. S. ; prob- 
ably no garriaoD left at firat. Id.t 2S2, 2S6-7- Sept., Merritt and a few men 
sent to garrison 8. D, from Los Angeles. Id., 308. Reoccnpatiojt by the Cal- 
ifomianik Id.^ 316-16. Oct., reoccupation by Americana. Id., 324^. Stock- 
ton ^a arrival in Nov., and his preparation to march on Los Angeles, /d.,326- 
9 et seq. Keamy'a arrival m Dec. from N. Mex. ; battle of S. Paacual; 
relations of Stockton and Kearny; they start for Los Angeles. Id., 339-56, 
3S5,417jet seq. Dec, massacre oylua- at Pauma. Id., 667-6. The victims 
were Sergt Frandaco Basnaldo, Joa6 K, Alvarado, Manuel Serrano, Eamwi 
AguilaTj Dominguez (known as Domin^ito), an old man, Santiago Osnna, 
Josd Lopez, Santos Alip^ Enstaqnio Kuiz^ Juan de la Cruz, and a New Mex- 
ican not named. There ia much mystery about thia affair. There were theories 
that the lad. wereincited bytheAmericana; that they were incited by Florea 
indirectly — that is, inatnicted to attack all attempting to quit Cal. or join the 
Americans; that there was no massacre, the victims having been killed in ihe 
fight at S. Pascnal; and that they were first captured by the S. Luis fugitives 
in connection with an effort to bring back the latter to the mission, and were 
treacherously killed b^ the Cahuilla allies. Eatndillo, 7>at08, MS., 45-0, says 
the S, Pascnal Ind. tried to save the victimH but were too late. About the 
Ind. chiefs engaged on both sides there is great confnsion of testimony. See 
Machado, Tiempos Pasado^, MS.,37— i2; Julio 04sar, Cosaa de Ind., lAB., II- 
13; Hades' Em. N., 595-6; Id., Memarab., 139-41; /rf,, Scraps, In<L, L 100, 

1S47. Jan., campaign against the Lid. in consequence of the Fauma 
affair noted above. 2jiigo, Vidat MS., 51-C3; JTayes' Em. Notes, 577-8; Jtdio 
Cigar, Cosaa, MS., 13-14. The evidence is still conflicting; but the S. Lui- 
seSos under the chiefs Manuelito Cota and Pablo Apis seem to have been the 
victims of an ombnsh and bloody fight near Ahuanga, the Cahuillas under 
Juan Antonio aiding the Califomians under Jos^ del Carmen Lngo and Bamon 
Carrillo. More complaints of Ind. depredations m April. S. D. Arch., MS., 
319; Hayef!, Doc, MS., 200-2; Unh. Doc, KS., 303. Jan.-Feb., return of 
Kearny and Stockton from Los Angeles; arrival of the Mormon battalion; 
Co. B, Capt. Hunter, aa a garrison. This vol., pp. 428-30, 486-9. March, 

farrisoned for two weeks by Lieut Stoncman and the dragoons. Id., 489. 
uly, departure of the Mormons to be mustered out, and petitions of citizens 
on the need of a garrison. M, 490; 5. D. Arch., MS., 322; mtch. Doc, MS., 
446. Eetum of the reSnlistcd Mormons, Capt. Davis, in Aug. Id., 451; this 
vol., p. 495. 

1848- Arrival of Co. I, N, Y, Volunteers, to tako the place of the Mor- 
mons, who were mustered ont in March; Capt. Shannon becomes commandant 
of the post. Id.^ 514. Feb., complamta against Shannon's men for engaging 
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Pascual, and the massacre of a dozen Callfornians by 
the Indians In December were also more startling 
events than had occurred in this region for years. 
Leading citizens cheerfully embraced the cause of the 
United States from the first; and others who fled to 
serve under Flores for a few months soon returned 
after their defeat, and the course of events in 1847-8 
was as tranquil as ever, the garrisons of Mormon and 
New York volunteers being received as welcome ad- 
ditions to the population, giving new life to the little 
town and to the social festivities that alone interrupted 
the chronic monotony of existence there. Jos^ Ramon 
Argiiello succeeded his father as sub-prefect and held 

in mercantile specuUtioiis, introdnclug military clothing free of dutiea. 
Cal and jV. Mex., Mess, and J)oc^, 482-3. Jan, -April, more tronble with 
thelnd., several chiefs beiogirapriaoned; Charbonnean implicated. Bandiniy 
Doc., MS., 108; S. D. ArcK, MS., 328, S31. July, return of Pio Pico. This 
voL, p. 688. Sept., Shannon^s company mustered out. Id., 515. Dec, Gra- 
ham^a battalion of U. S. dragoona arrivea at Waroer^a rancho. Id,, 522-3, 

Manlcipal affaira. 1846. Jos^ Eaxnon J^HoUo appointed sub-prefect 
Apr. Sd, sworn in Apr. 12th. He held the o£^ till v\e Amfiiicaaa cajne. 
i)e?rf. SL Fap,, MS., vil 16; Id., BeTL F, ds /., ii. 11. 50, 85, 128. Jueces 
de paz, Joa^ Antonio Eatudillo and Joan M. Oaunft. The latter at first de- 
clined the o^e and fiossibly did not act, Aug. 18th, Miguel Pedroren^ 
took EstudiUo^a place in the latter's absence. Sept. 15th, Joaquia Ortega 
aud Henry J}. Fitch elected. 1347. Jueces de pas, or aJoaldc3 as they were 
usually termed, Heury D, Fitch and perhaps Philip Crosthwaite elected, 
Ilayt^ Mn. Notts, 486-91; but Thomas Ridingtou soon took C.'s place, and 
was acting at times as 1st juez iu June-July, aUo as sheri^. June 23di 
Fitch declining to serve longer, Lieut Robert Clifb of the Mormon co. was 
appointed by Col Stevenson, and cooCnoed by Gov, Mason Dec. lOtb. Feb, 
5tb, Alcalde Fitch's b«ido of police regal. S. I>. Arch., MS,, 319. Addi- 
tional regul. May 15tb. Id., 320. April, alcalde has trouble with Warner, 
who refnses to obey his orders, and Xhos Russell accused of an attempted 
murder; getsinstmc. from Kearny. Fitch, Doc., MS., 431; C<d.and N. Mex., 
301-3, June, Johnson fined $50, with 2 months' work, for stabbing with in- 
tent to kill. S, D. Index, MS., 9(t. July, oourt-liouse and school in course 
of construction. S. D. Arch., M3.» 31d. 1848. The resignation of Robert 
ehft aa juez or alcalde was accepted Feb. 19th; Juan Bandini and E. L. 
Brown were appointed aa 1st and 2d alcaldes by Stevenson March 29th, and 
by Got, Mason April 15th. Bandint resigned Sept. 27th on account of ill- 
ness, aud Juan Mana Matron was elected Oct. 3d, being approved by the 
gov. Dec. 2d, 

Custom-houfle affairs. 1846. HeoryD. Fitch a« receptor resigned and 
was aucceeded by Pedro C. Carrillo in April. DepL St. Pap., Ben^ Cuat.-H,, 
MS., vi 7-^; Id., P. A J., ii. 127. Aug. I8th, Carrillo was reappointed by 
Com. Stockton, and took the oath on the 24th. CarriUot Uoc, MS., 5. In 
March the assembly proposed the opening of the port to foreign trade. Dept. 
St. Pap., MS., viii. 134. Sept., purchase of a boat for $60 and furniture and 
stationery $77 for acct of U. S, Carrillo, Doc., MS., 14, 1847. Canillo after 
Feb, was apparently succeeded by Santiago ArgQello; and June 24th, Miguel 
Pedrorena was appointed. This vol, p. 446, 572; I^ch, Voc.t MS., 421; 
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the place till the Americans came. Municipal aifairs 
were but very slightly interrupted under the new re- 
gime; and the successive justices of the peace, or al- 
caldes as they were generally termed, were Josd An- 
tonio Estudillo, Miguel Pedrorena, Joaquin Ortega, 
Henry T). Fitch, Thomas Ridington, Kobert Cliffc, 
Jnan Bandini, and Juan M. Marron. The revenues 
of the port were managed successively by Fitch, Car- 
rillo, Argiiello, Pedrorena, Shannon, and Pedrorena 
again, acting as receptores^ or collectors. About a 
dozen ranches within the district were granted by 
Governor Pico to private owners in 1846; and during 
1847-8 an effort was made to keep the matter of titles 
for these and earlier grants in statu quo for presenta- 
tion to later tribunals. San Diego mission had no 
resident padre after the departure of Padre Oliva itt- 
August 1846. The remaining property was ceded in 

Ilayest Doc, MS., 203- From Qct- under the new orders the mil. conmmn' 
dant was required to &ct aAcollector. This vol., p. 574, 1848, C. C, C&ntieLd 
acting as coUector in Feb,; Capt, Shannon in July. I^h, Z)fx:.,MS., 486, 522; 
but Aug. 7th, Pedrorena was reappointed, with a salary of $1,000, if the coU 
lections should amount to that sum over expenses. Qal. AN. Mtx^, 654. 

Private ranchoa in S. Die>fo district 1846-8. "CainajalyEl Palomar, 4 L, 
granted in 1846 to J. J. Warner^ who was cl. Cafiada, see S. Vicente.: 
Guadalupe, miBBioUj inB, Cal., 51., 1846, Juan Bandini, Ltg. Bee, MS,, iv- 
321, IsUnd, 1848, Pedro C. CarriUo; Billinga cl. Mission, 1846, Sant. Ar-- 

giello, who was qI. Monserrate, 3 1.^ 1846, laidro M, Akarado, who waa cl. 
tay, 2 l.f 1846, Magdalene Eatudillo^ who was cU Pa!a, Bee S. Luis ^Y- 
Palomar, see Camajal, Potrero, see 3. Jacinto. 8- Felipe, see ValJe. S.r 
Jacinto Naevo y Potrero, 1846, Miguel Pedrorena, whoao heirs were cl. S,. 
Jacinto Viejo y Nuevo, sobrante, 5 1., 1S46, Maria del Eoaario Estudillo de* 
Aguiiret whora husband was cL *^S- Luis Key & Pala, 12 L, 1846^ Scott &■ 
Pico; Wm C. Jonea cl, Sta Eoaa, 3 1., 1846, Juan Moreno, who was cl. S. 
Vicente, caaada, 3 1., 1846, Juan Lopez; Domingo l^orba cl, Sobrante, eee 
S. Jacinto. Vaile de 8. Felipe, 3 L, 1846, Felipe Castillo; John Forater cl. 
^Valledelas Vie^as, 41., 1846, Ramon Osuna et al,; Wm Williams cl. 

S. IMego Mission. 1846. Jan. 6th, inventory made by Pico and Majiao^ 
Mgnetl alao by P. Oliva. Engl, translation in U. S. v, Argiidlo, tl. hrwfon 
Sxcep, he/ore Survetfor-gen., 120-2; Hayes^L^cU Hiat. 8. D., 45. Total Talue, 
$1,654, of which tl,000 is for main building; live-stock 110 cattle, 65 horses, 
4 mules; credits |l9,588, of which ^13,816 is due for snpplies to troops; debt 
$1,474, of which $500 due to Miguel Pedrorena has been paid with the Sta 
H6nica ranchO' June 8th, Gov. Pico's deed of sale to Santiago Argiiello, 
who gets all the lands and other property excepting the church and padre's 
dwelling, but is bound to support the padre and worship, and to pay the mis- 
sion debts. The consideration is money due to A. from the govt, for past 
services, IfartmaTi^s BH^in Mias. Cajtes, app. 80-3- July 24th, gov, orders 
P. Oliva to surrender the estate by inventory to Argiiello. Unb. Z*oc., MS., 
390. A ground plan of the mission buildings, no date. St. Pap., Misa., M8., 
vii, 3h P» Oliva left the mission when the Americans came. S. Diego, Lib. 
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June to Santiago Argilello in payment for past ser- 
vices. Though Argiiello's title was confirmed in later 
years, the American authorities did not permit him to 
hold the property in 1847-8, putting it in charge of 
E, L. Brown, and later of Phihp Crosthwaite, who 
was given a lease for two or three years, Naturally 
the buildings gradually went to ruin, but there were 
a few aged. Indians left whose claim to support was 
recognized in theory at least. At San Luis Rey, 
Father Zalvidea, the senior of the little remaining 
band of Fernandinos, died early in 1846, and the mis- 

Mis,, M3., 57. 1847. OUta at S. Juan in Oct. complaina thai the com- 
inaudaixt had removed the toofa of miaaion buildings at S. Dieeo, Unb. Doc.f 
MS., 97, 399» Oct. 17th, Captain Davia to Stevenson, P. Oliva on hia de- 
parture left & Hiau ill charge. J. A, Bstudillo shows a power of attorney 
from Oiiva; and Sant, ArgSello has a bill of sale from the gov., probably 
antedated- Id.^ 97-8. Sergt E. L. Brown aeems to have been put in chaise 
of the mission, no exact date. Hades' Mn. Notes, 150, 1848. April 26th, P. 
Prefect Jimeno permits the alcalde to take material from the ruined bnildingB 
— not pertaining to the church edifice ! — to build a new church in town. In 
May there were some efforts to obtain a padre from Lower Cal,,.and P, 
M^icillft j^recd to come. 8. D, Index^ MS., 141; Ha^es* Miss. S^, i. 407. 
Aug, 6th, CrosthwaitB receiveH the property from Brown. TheFe wera 63 
cattle, 43 horaea, 13 a^ses, 33 sheep, and 44 g;oatG. In Jime there had been 
only 107 animals instead of 186. £7n&. Doc., MS., 173. Aug. 9th, Stevenson 
to aov., if left in present state the property will soon disappear. It should be 
sold. Some old lad. still remain, £md they might receive rations from the post. 
Id. J 1S9. At this time or in Oct. Crosthwaite leased the misaion for 3 years 
(or 2 years). He went to the mines, leaving his father-in-law, Bonifacio Ijopez, 
in charge, and when he came back in 1849 found t^e U. S. troops quartered 
here, Urosthraitef in Hayes^ Em, N'otea, 154, Ang. i8th, Gov. Mason having 
received from Stevensou an inventory ordered the property put at the dispo- 
sition of Padre Gonzalez of Sta BArlxLra— perhaps only the ckurch property, 
0(d, tb 2^. Mex. , 596. Sept, 8th, P. Glonzalez to Stevenson, has received the 
governor's orders; but the property is already rented for 2 years. He has 
sent the inventory to the padro profe&to Jimeno. Unh. Doc.^ MS., 214-15. 

San Luis Key, 1840. Miiy 18th, deed of sale to Jos^ A. Cot and Jos4 
A. Pico for $2,437. HaHman's Britf, app. 83-5; tTwi, Doc, MS., 277-9. 
Jnly24th, gov, orders the admin., Marron, to deliver the property to Cot 
and Pico, Sl Pap., Misa., MS., xi. 53. John Porater, Pioneer Data, MS., 
22-3, 30, says that he took possession for the purchasers, and then left Mar- 
ron in charge for C. aud P. See also Marron^ Pap., MS., 9. In Aug., Fre- 
mont put John Bidwell in charge, removing Marron and Jtaving some trouble 
with Forster. BidiodTs CW., MS., 181j Foret^'e Pion. Data, MS., 30-1; 
Z-oren^ana, Mem,, MS., 17-18. The latter thinks Godcy was put in chm^e. 
She also says, p. 22, 27, that on Aug. 25th P, Oliva came up from S. Diego 
and stayed two months before going to S. Juan. P, Zalvidea had died earlier 
in the year. Aug^ 22d, Cot ccmplaina to Stockton of forcible dispossession 
at the lianda of Fremont, and aaka for reinstatement, thou^ willing to leave 
the {question of title to the courts. Stockton left the matter to Qillespie and 
nothmg was done, as appears in a later complaint of Cot in Oct. of tbe next 
year. &Ki. Doc., MS., 277-9. Bidwell had to retire in Oct. at the time of 
the Flores revolt This vol, p. 267, 286, 318; and Josfi Alipis aeema to have 
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sion had no later resident minister, except perhaps 
Padre Oliva for a short time in the same year. The 
San Luis estate was sold in May to Cot and Pico for 
$2,437; but their agent was dispossessed by Fremont, 
and they failed to regain possession. Some doubts 
were expressed then and later about the genuineness 
of the sale; but the title "was finally rejected on the 
ground that the governor had no power to sell the 
missions. Juan M, Marron was in charge until Au- 

Gommaaded a Bmall military force here until Stockton took the place the 
next Jan. Hs&udUlOt Datos, M3., 47. The 3. Lais neophytes were concerned 
in the Pfluma massacre of Dec., aa related in another paragraph of this note. 
L847. J&ii.-AprUf Stockton^s arrival, and Mormon garrisona. Tbia vol., p. 
386-7i 428, 441, 488-9. June-Aug., complainta of Ind. depredations. They 
broke into the chnrch, stole the crncifisf and threatened another raid. 8. D, 
Arch,, MS., 320; S, F. Califomian, Sept. 15, 1847. Aug. let, Capt. J. D. 
Hunter of tJie Mormon batti^ion appointed sab- Indian ^ent with headquar- 
ters at S. Luis. Thia vol., p- 5&S. Mormon garrison under Lieut Barrus. Id;, 
495. Axig. 2d, Gov. Mason to Hunter, he is put in charge of the misdoi? 
property only to protect it; if any priests come they are to be treated witK 
kindness and given rooms and supplies and anything they want, even the^ 
enture management of the Ind. Cm. <6 N. Mex., 348, Sept. 1st, Stevenson 
to gov., the Ind. are pleased at Hunter^s appointment; but complain that live- 
stock has been removed, which should be recovered. S. says the Ind. have 
raised grain enough for their wants, and their settlement shows more evi- 
dence of comfort than most of tho ranches of rich Californians. Unb. Doc-i 
MS., 92-3. Nov, 24th, gov. to J, A, Pico, request to turn ov«r any mission 
property in his poescsaion to Hahter, and to furnish an inventory of all such 
property that may have been at any tin:ie in his possession. Pico, Doc., MS., 
ii. 131. Nov. 24th, gov. sends a blank appointment for alcalde, to be filled 
out by Stevenson with name of John Shannon (Charbonncau?) or any other. 
Cal. 4& .V. ilfea?., 434. Deo. Ist, gov, to Hunter on conciliatory measures 
with J. J. Warner and the Ind. whose land W. claims, so as to keep the lud. 
tmiet, and leave question of title for the conrts. Id.y 438. 1848. Jean E, 
Gharbomieau alcalde until Aug., when his resignation, offered because as a 
half-breed be was thought to favor the Ind. too mnch^ was accepted by the 
gov. S. D. Arch., MS., 333; Unb. Doc., MS., 3*54-5; Ocd. tfr iV, Mex., 587-8, 
Jan. 31st, Hunter reports that he has raised a small wheat crop on the rais- 
sion farm at Pala, and has iuduced the Ind. to do the same. Unb. Doc,, MS., 
62-3, In Sept, Hunter intended to resign, /(/,, 174; and Dee. 17th, iie waa 
granted a leave of ahsenco for 6 months, Wm Williams to take charge of the 
mission in his place. Oai, *& N. Mex., 68L 

Josfi Maria de Zalvidea was bom at Bilbao, Vizcaya, Spain, on March 2, 
1780, taking the Franciscan habit Bee. 13, 1798, and coming to the Mes. col- 
lege of S. Fernando in Sept. 1804. He arrived in CaL in Aug. 180o» and his 
miasiouaiy service was at S. Fernando in 1805-6, at S. Gabriel in 1806-26, at 
8. Juan Capistrano in 1 826-42, and at S. LiJta Rey in 1842-6. From the first 
he was rated by his superiors as one of the best and most zealous of thefriara, 
as priest, teacher, and manager of temporalities. Ajdobioi/. Autog. dt log 
Padrea, MS.; Sarria, Inf, de 1S17, MS., 45-6; Payeras, Inf. de 18m, MS., 
12o. Zalvidea^s great 6eld of labor was at San Gabriel, where he toiled iU' 
cessantly for 20 years, aad with the greatest success, to build up the temporal 
interests of his mission, but never negleotiug spiritual affairs or sacrificing the 
love of hw neophytes or the esteem ofail who came in contact with him. He 
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gust 1846, and John Bidwell from that time till Oc- 
tober, A garrison of the Moraion battahon held the 
place during the greater part of 1847; and from Au- 
gust Captain Hunter as sub-Indian agent for the 
south took charge of the mission, being succeeded 
temporarily by William Williams at the end of 1848. 
Hunter found a considerable number of Indians, who 
under his protection tilled the soil with much industry 

■was doubtless in those days a model missionary, and then and later was re- 
garded by the common people aa a saint. He gave much attention to viticul- 
tnre at S. Gabriel, beiug the first to introduce this industry on a large scale, 
and taking thogrcatest pride in his immense vineyard. In my list of author- 
ities a diary of exploration in 1806, and & petition of 1S27 in behalf of the 
Indians, bear his name. In political controversiea he took no part; in 1829 
he waa willing to swear allegiance to the republic so far as wa^ consiatent 
"with his professiou; and in 183S he declined a passport to retire, on the 

ground that there was none to take hia place. His transfer in 1826, against 
is wishes, was doubtless mainly because his services were needed at 3- Juan 
in the place of Padre Boscana; but also because some of his idlosyncrasLes^ 
notably that connected with his vineyard, which he proposed to protect by an 
iron fence — had. assumed the form oi insubordination to hia superiors, or per- 
haps suggested that a change might bo mentally beneficial. All this has, 
however, been much exaggerated iu current accounts of later years, as has 
also Zalvidea^s brooding over the change and its effect on iiis mind. Some- 
what eccentric at first, he became more so in hia old age, and finally during 
hia stay of four years at San Lois he became probably in some rcBpecta insane. 
Among those who write from personal acquaintance with the padre are Estu- 
dino,Z>a^03, MS., 35-40; Marron, ifeewerrfos, M8., 3-9; Alvarado, ifisi, Ca/., 
MS., iii. 113^14; Coronel, Ootas dc Oat., MS., 217-I9j Janssens, Vida, MS., 
IQ7; Davis, aiimpses, M.S., 134-6, Julio C^sar, Cosan de Ind., MS., 6-7; 
WMte, CaL, MS., 04-5; Serrano, Apunte^^, MS., 1S3-6; Perez, Btcuerdos, 
MS., 5-ti; and Lorenzana, Mem., MS., 14-11>. There was also in 1S74 a 
newspaper discussion between Es-gov. Downey and Gen. Vallejo about the 
padre's character and his acta at S. GabrieL Nearly all agree as to his many 
eccentricities in the last years, most of them, as is understood, having been 
noticed in, Iciis degree from the first. When addressed he invariably replied, 
* Vamos, si seQor, and turned his eyes partly away. His method of eating 
was to mix all that was put before him> solid and liquid, sweet and sour, in 
one dish, and then devonr the massj or if this wqs prevented, he would take 
the dishes in succession, butter, wine, meat, etc., without regard to the 
order, always swallowing the entire contents of one dish before beginning 
another, and never leaving anything on the tabic. On rising he cleaned his 
horn spoon and fork, white a servant cleaned his earthen iiasin, and carried 
all three to his room, putting his napkin in. hia girdle. Most of his time he 
spent in reading devotional books, walking, meanwhile about the missionj and 
occasionally stopping to make strange gestures and exclaim, ' Va-te Satanis/ 
as if engaged in a conflict with the evil one, or driring away evil thoughts. 
While flina engaged he paid no heed to warnings of danger, and on several 
occasions wild cattle chained upon him without harming him or evoking any- 
thing but a slight reproof for throwing dirt upon his book. He made fre- 
Qucnt use of the scourge, and wore belts with iron points penetrating the 
flesh. lu his last months ho would have no watchers at night, and was 
always found covered with blood from self-inflicted wounds in the morning. 
Yet even in the midst of all this madness in devotional matters, he showed 
himself to have & clear head and the most practical and liheral idcaa on all 
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and success, Jean B, Charboimeau acted as alcalde 
for a time. Padre Vicente Pascual Oliva came to San 
Juan Capistrano in the autumn of 1846, and died there 
in January 1848, There seems to have been no other 
resident minister during the period; and nothing is 
known of progress at the pueblo, whichj however, had 
a population of 113 souls, according to a padron of 
1846, John Forster, who had purchased the mission 

other subjects. He waa a tall man, of fine presence and fair complexion; al- 
ways courteous in his manners, with a emile and kind word for all, and never 
annoyt^ by the presence of others even in his maddest moments. He was 
skilled in the native tongue, in -which be used to preach on Sunday at S, 
Gabriel^ according to Hugo lleid. There is no evidence that he ever had an 
enemy or said an unkind word of any man. He refused to quit 3. Luis, 
where he believed his services to be needed; but finally it was thought best 
to remove him to S. Jnan. A cart was prepared with all poBsible convenieuccs, 
by advice of Padre Oliva and Apolinaria Lorenzana, who had nursed him for 
some days. The night before the ioumey was to be made Xalvidea died. 
He was bnried in the mission church, at the left of the altar. The date is 
not known, but it was apparently early in 1S46. 

San Juan Capistrano. 1846. John Forater jnez do paz, Juan Avila su- 
plente. J)ep£^ St. Pap.,M8.t vii. 86; viii, 141-5; Id.^Ang., xi. !70; /d.,Ben, 
P, <t J.J iv, 63. Marcii, padron of S. Juan showing a pop. de razon of 113. 
Dspt. Sl Fap., MS,, vlii. 141-5. P. Oliva came here to live in the autumn. 
,^. DkffOi Lib. Mis.j MS., 57; LorCT^anct, Mem., MS., 22, 27. Gov. Pico con- 
cealed for a tTme in this vicinity after his Sight from Angeles in Aug, This 
vol., p. 278. 1847- Forster reappointed alcalde by Gov, Mason July 14th. 
CaL d; N. Mex., 374. Resigns Dec. 3d "because the Ind. agent, Hunter, in- 
terferes and the troops declme to aid him, Uirh, Doc., MS., 129-30. J848. 
Bias Aguilar alcalde. In Aug. he objects to being deemed subordinate to 
the alcalde of Loa Angeles. Lo9 Ang. Arch., MS.» iii. 221-2, The S. Juan 
mission registera show that P. TomiU Est^uega oiTiciated occasionally in 1843 
-6; P. Ign. Eamirez de Arrcllano in 1844; and l\ Bias Ordaa in 1847-8. 

Vicente Pascoal was bom July 3, 1780, at Martin del Rio, Aragon^ and be- 
came a "Franciscan at the convent of Nia 8ra dc Jesus in Zaragoza, Feb. 1, 
1709. He came to Mexico in 1810 and started for Cal. in 1811, but was de- 
layed by the revolution and by a serious illness at Acapuleo, and did not arrive 
until Aug. 1813. He served at S. CMoa^ as supernumerary, in 1813-14, at 
8. Fernando in 1814-15, at S. Francisco in 1816-19, at S. Miguel in J819-20, 
at S- Biego in 182CM6» and at S. Juaii Capistrano in 1846-3. Ordinary 
merit, good application, and a certain ability as preacher were the qualities 
accredited to hira by his Buperlota. Autohiog., Autog. de loa Padres, MS.; 
Sarri^, Inf. de 1817, M8., 71-2; Payeras, Ltf. da IS^O, MS., 123. Not much 
is known of this padre^ who seems to have been a very commonplace man, 
with few notable merita or defects. Dubaut-Cilly. VktAfjio^ ii. Jii-21, men- 
tions tho poor quality of food and the uncleanly service at the padre's table, 
and his expreaaiona of surprise that no one seemed to care to eat with him. 
Oliva^s moral character was not in all respecta above suspicion, though there 
ia no definite evidence against him. He declined to take the oath of I'epubli- 
cau allegiance in 1826 and later. When the Americans came he left 8. 3Jiego, 
where he had lived for 26 years, and after a aliort stay at 8. Luis, camo to S. 
Juan probably in Oct. He died hero Jan. 2, 1848, without receiving the sac- 
raments, as the rains prevented Padre Ordaz from arriving in time; but Ordaa 
buried himon the 29th in th-O presbytery of the mission church. 8. JuanCorp.-, 
iid. MU., MS., 11-12. 
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property in 1845, and to whom it was confirmed in 
later times, was not disturbed in his possession. He 
served as alcalde in 1846-7, and Bias Aguilar was his 
successor, 

Loa Angeles had an unusually interesting history 
in 1846-7 as the capital, and as the centre of the Cal- 
ifornians' last or only resistance to foreign invasion; 
but this was also the history of California in those 
years, and has been narrated with all desirable detail 
in the earlier chapters of this volume. Therefore 
here, even more than elsewhere, does an index suffice.^ 
Leading events of 1846 were Pico's controversy with 
Castro and the north, involving fears of local invasion ; 
Stockton's occupation of the city in August; and 
Plores' revolt, including the fights at Chino and Sao 
Pedro, At the beginning of 1847 came the reoccu- 
pation by United States forces, the final submission 
of the Californians, and the controversies of Stockton^ 
Fremont, and Kearny, ending in the triumph of the 

'LoaAngeleaeventa, 1846. Jao^-July, political aflaira in the controversy 
of Pico V3 Oaatro^ seaaiona of the assembly, ete. Thia voI-« p. 30-53. liats 
of inhab, in tho i^ion, including one of 427 men capable of oeariiig anna in 
July. D^t SU Pap., MS., vii. 64-5; Id., Ben. P. A J., ii. ]5S>-60. April 
18th, Pio Pico swom in aa conistitutional gov. by Mex. appointment. Thia 
vol., p. 40. MaiTGh-Ang., Indian af^irsi showing frequent aLarma at nimorB 
of invasion from the Colorado E-iver bands, with sevci^ expeditiona from the 
S. Bernardino region. On one occasion 18 Ind. were killed at S» Francisco 
ranchOi having revolted after beLng captured. It was at one time resolved to 
station a guard at the Cajon. Six Ynta familiea came to Jnnipa to settle. 
Bandini, Doc.> 67; Dtpt. St. Pap., n 11, 80, 86-7, 92-3; viiL 104^10; Id, 
Ang., viii, 64, 71; Id., Ben., iv. 36-9; Id., P. ^J., ii. 48; iv. 62; L^. Bec.y 
iv. 34ft-8. Jane, news of the Bear Flag, cool response of the Angelinoa ta 
Picons calls. Thia vol., p. 140. Action of tiie aaaembly on the McNamara 
flcheme. M., 218-19. July, action of the gov., as3emb.,and general on news 
of Sloat^a invasion. Id., 263-0- Aug^, the American forces at S- Pedro 6th, 
negotiations, flight of Pico and Castro 10th, Stockton takes the city 13th, 
GilJespio left in command 31st. Id., 266-87. Sept. -Oct., Gillespie's acts and 
policy, Varela tumult 23d, Floroa' revolt, flght at Chino rancho 26-7ti, GO- 
leapie driven out, Mervine^a defoat at S. Pedro Oct. 8th, sesaiona of the 
aasembl;^* Stockton at 8. Pedro 23d. Id., 305-25. Nov.-Dec.» Floree' opera- 
tions, Rico's sub-revolt, Dec. 3d. Id., 329-34, 355. Larkin at Angeles aa \ 
prisoner. Id.., 365. Return of Manuel Caatro's army from the nor^em cam- 
paign. Id., 372, 

1847. Jan., defence by Flores and capture by Kearny and Stockton, bat- 
tle of the S. Gabriel 8th, battle of la Meaa 9th, city occupied by U. S- forces 
10th, arrival of Fremont and his battalion 14th, flight of Florea and Castro 
Htb, treaty of Cahuenga 13th. 7t7. , 385-407. Jan.-Feb., controversy between 
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latter and the removal of the capital from Los 
Angeles to Monterey in March, Subsequent annals 
of 1847-8' — a period of semi-military rule under 
Colonel Stevenson as commandant of the south with 
garrisons from the Mormon battalion, New York 
volunteers, and U» S. dragoons — offer but little of 
general importance, though including items of local 
interest as appended in my note. Abel Stearns 
served as sub-prefect for a time before the Ameri- 

Stockton^ Kearny, and Fr^ont, departure of K. and S., Fremont as gov. 
/d. , 422-35. March-May, Fremont's cootroveray with Kearny, Capt. Turner 
arrivea llth, Fremont's ride 22d, Col Cooke in command 24tb, P. 'a return 
2iHh, Col Maaon^s arrival April Ttli, Frt^niont va llaaoa 14th, arrival of 
Keamy May 9th, F.'a departure I2th, Stevenson succeeds Cooke. Id., 440- 
50. March-May, slight details of troublee with Ind., by whom on one occa- 
sion the dragoons were repuhcd with three men wounded. Los Ang. Arch.^ 
MS,, iii. 4S^0, 54-5; v. 434-5, 44:>-6; Savage, Doc, MS., ii. 76; Unh. Doc, 
MS., 87-8, 115-16, im); Lugo, Vida, MS., 67-8; Atoreno, Vida, MS., 33-o. 
March-July, the Mormona at Angeles. This vol., p. 489 et seq. May, etc., 
Co. E and G, N. Y, volunteers^ at Angelea as a garrison. Id., 514-15. May, 
efforts to ohtaiii the eervicea of a paiish prieat in place of the aickly presbyter 
Jimenez del Recio. The president would not permit P. Ordaa to serve. Loa 
Ang. Arch.t MS., liL 59-62» Juno, artillery sent from Monterey for the 
Aogelea fortifications. Oal. <t JV^. J/ea?., 328h Jnly^ etc., rumora of troubles 
with the Califomiana. This vol., p. 5S3 et set], Dec. 7th, explosion. Id,, 
515, 585. The killed were Sergt Travers and Private Legare of the N, Y. 
vol., and Private Stokely of the dragoons; 10 others were wounded. Orijin's 
Pap., MS., 124-7. At an election for ayunt. in Pec. there were 96 votera, 22 
of whom could write. Los Ang. Ayunt. li^c, MS., 80. 

1848. Jan. 4th, a alight temblor, according to a newspaper. Feb. 6th, 
a force to be posted at the Cajon to keep Ind. raiders in check. Unb, Doc^ 
MS,, 43-4. April 15th, a N. Mes. caravan under F, E. Vigil and Juan L 
Moraine to Btarbon return. Dcpt. St. Pap.y Ang., MS.» viii. 77. ApriJ, trial 
of Barnia and other Mormona for passing counterfeit money^ This vol., p. 
610-11. Jiily> return of Gov. Pico, /rf., 588. Aug. 8th, orders to Steven- 
son on breaking up the military poat» and removing the guns and war-atoros. 
Ca(. it N'. Mtx. 1S50, p. 635-6. Aug. 20th, Stevenson to gov., an earnest 
appeal aeainat leaving the people exposed to Ind. raida without troops or 
arms, /a., 645-6, Ltat of over 100 land-owners with their water rates. 
Hayes, Doc^ MS., 209. There wore 259 voters for the ayunt. Los Ang. Arch., 
MS., V. 4G9. 

Municipal goverment and list of officials. 1846. Abel Steams sub-pre- 
fect in June-July, appointed June 17th, aworn in 20th, Narciso Botello secre- 
tary. It will be remembered that Steams was also sub -confidential agent of 
the TJ, S. I Members of the ayuntaniiento: alcaldea Juan Gallardo and Jos^ 
L, Sep61veda; regidorea Leonardo Cota, Luis Jordan, Miguel Pryor, and 
Jnlian Chavez; arndico Alejtander Bell, secretary Ignacio CoroneL Cola, 
Jordan, and Chavez acted aa juecea at different timea, Chavez ia also named 
as juez de aguaa, and Casildo Aguilar as celador. In Feb. the ranchoa of S. 
Bernardino, Yucaipa, Napolitan, Jurupa, Huapa, and Cacamonga were 
formed into a separate diatrict, w^ith B. D. Wilaon aa juez de paz and Joad 
del Carmen Lugo aa suplentc. Aug, 20th, Louia Kobidoux aucceedcd Wil- 
w^ by Slocktou'a appointment, Francisco Garcia was juez of S. Feliciano, 

with JoBi^ Salozar aa anplente. Ignacio Coronel was receptor at S. Pedro in 
Hist. Cal., Vol. T. 40 
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can occupation; and municipal affiiirs, except as in- 
terrupted by the military rule of Gillespie in August 
and September 1846, and of Fremont in January 
1847, were managed by an a3aintamiento with Juan 
Gallardo and Josd Salazar as successive alcaldes; but 
for 1848, though an ayuntamiento was elected, it was 

JiUy. Jan. 21st, gov, ordera paymentof $if656> theb&lanoeof the$5,000paid 
for A, M. Lugo's liouae bought for uee of tha govt. Unh. X>oc., MS., 388. 
Other acconiUs say that he bought the house of Isaac Williams, paid $600 on 
account, and in June mortgaged tho biiilding to Ci^lia for $2,000. Ilayee^ Cnm. 

Trials, 1 et eeq-; BoteUo, Amiks, MS,, 127. Jane, the ayunt. haa ita feelings 
voundod by an order to sabmit allita acts to tho govt for approval Loi Artg. 
ArcK MS., V. 34S-51;i>«pi. St Pap., Ben. P.^J., MS., ii, 81. July, Bub- 
prefect tella alcalde that he haa no right to leave town without hia (Steams') 
permiasion- Uept, St. Pap., MS., vii, 94, 

1S47. The city was under military rule in Jan., aa it had been since the 
preceding July, hut on Feb. lOtb the following ayuat, was elected? Alcaldes 
Joa^ Salazar and Enrique Avila; regidores Miguel N. Pryor, Jalian Chavez, 
Ilafael Gallardo, andJoa^ Ant. Yorba; sindico Jos^ Vicente Guerrero; Hec. Ig- 
nacio Coronel, Primary election on the 7th. There were frequent absenceaand 
coQiBeqiient temporary promotions. Juez de policfa Pedro Cabrera from Oct. ; 
juez ausiliar at Sta Ana Teodosio Yorba; zanjeroa Eaailio Luaiauo and Mari- 
ano R. RoldaLp Alcalde at 8> Bernardino Louia Robidoux, reappointed by 
Gov. Mason June 1st. Receptor at S, Pedro, Pedro Carrillo, succeeded by 
D. W, Alexander. Municipal receipts for the year $1,219. Lob Aug. Arch., 
MS., V. 432. Iq June & regtdor was fined $10 for impolitenees. In Aug, 
Alc^de Avila tendered hie resignation on account of disagreements with the 
rail com. Id., 415-lS^ Deo. 18th, an election of alcaldes for the next year 
was held, no other mombera of ayunt. named. On the 19th Col Stevenson 
complained to Gov. Mason that the alcaldes-elect were of the worst clasa, one 
of them noted for his hatred of Americana, and the other an ignorant and 
vicious fellow; many citizens ask that Foster be appointed juez de !■ inatancia 
to superviae the alcalde^a acta. Unb. Doc, MS., 128-9. Meanwhile the gov. 
on Dec. lOtU {perhaps antedated) had appointed Foster, aod ordered the 
alcalde to surrender the records on Jan. Ist; and on the 29th he durecta 
Stevenson to declare the election void, as having been held without the gov- 
enior's authority, Ccd. & N. Mcx. 1S50, p. 443, 451. 

1348. Alcaldes elected aa above but not acttug, Ignacio Palomares and 
JosS Sepulveda; alcalde and jucz do 1" iustancia from Jan, Ist by govemor^a 
appointment as above* Stephen C. Foater; 2d alcalde from May Vicente Guer- 
rero; Abel Steams sindico from Jan. ; jueces de campo from Feb. i2th Auto- 
uio Ign. Avila, Aguatin Machado, Tom^ Serrano, Juan Kamirez, Autonio 
Sal^ar, Francisco Lopea; Henry Cardwellalguacil mayor, or sheriff, amwinted 
May 30th; auxiliary alcalde for S. Aotonio, S. liafael, etc., Hilario Morillo; 
collector at S. Pedro Dav, W. Alesimder. On Jan. lat Stevenson met the 
old and new ayunt., introducing Foster as the appointed alcalde. Salazar 
preferred, and seems to have been permitted, to deliver the ofhce to Palomares, 
his elected successor, leaving P. to surrender to Foster. P. and his associates 
wished to retain their offices, and that Foster should be juez de l-inaL, 
or prefect, to supervise their acts; they were permitted to petition to that 
effect, but did not do so in the time allowed, and Foster was installed. 
Stevenson then appointed Steams sindico and Agnilar collector, those elected 
declining to serve. At first citizens refused to do the regular guard duty, 
but yielded gradually to a system of fines. Letter of Stevenson Jan. 11th. 

t/Vit. Doc, MS,, 15Wi7. Jan. I3th» Stevenson^a procL, annulling tho elec- 
tion. Los Ang. Arch., MS., iii. 155-6. Feb, 8th, S. hae appointed Bubordi- 
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not permitted to be installed, and Stephen C. Foster 
served as alcalde by the miHtary governor's appoint- 
ment, not without considerable dissatisfaction on the 
part of the citizens at not being allowed to choose 
their own officers as had been promised them; yet 
Foster seems to have ruled for the most part wisely, 

Date officials^ FoaterisgaiTuiig-ro3|iect; all ia going smootbly. Id.r 156-7. May 
16th, Foster to gov., expkminghi3di^<raltic3 owing to the tinfrieiidly feeling 
of the people, and suggesting the town^a fuiaiicial and other needs. Id.t 72-S. 
Aug. 20th, Foster offers his resignation, "which on Stevenson^e advica ia not 
accepted, and F. ia promised all poaaible aid and is urged to retain the place. 
On Sept, 6th, F, withdrew hia rcsignatioci and thanked the gov. for his oon- 
6dence. F. was at the same time govt interpreter and translator for the 
fioiithern mil. district. Id., 28-9, 33; Col, t& iv'. Mex. 1S50, p. 659-CO, 

Additional municipal matters. Items of police regnlationa on prisonera, 
vagrants, use of liquors, lighting shops, carrying arms, etc., are omitted. In 
the administration of justice therp are no caaea that require notice. In April 
1846 the citizens petitioned for the removal of the Ind, ranchei-ia; and in June 
the gov, aold ita aite to Juan Domingo for SE200 to raiae fnnda for a mil. oirpe- 
dition. Lob Ang. Arch., MS., iii. 28-30; v. 336, 338. 399; Id., Ayunt. Bee/, 
16; Dept, St. Pap., Ben, P, d; J„ MS., iv. 64, The Ind., however, were still 
at this rancherfa in 1847, or had formed another. In 14'ov. ita removal was . 
ordered, it being a resort of vice; and again in Feb. 1848 a similar order waa . 
issued, Los Ang, Arch,, MS., iii. 133-5, 165; v. 429-30, May 29, 1846, the 
ayunt. chooaea two experts in company with the 2d alcalde tv eurrey the 
town ejidos, measuring 2 leagues from the church to each point of the com- 
pass (which would give 16 aq. leagtfea !) and erect boundary monuments. Id.^' 
v.'344. April 1847, lot lOxSOv, aold for $20. Id., 487. July, owing to 
abuses andscarcity of salt, the authorities take charge of the only saltna. Id., • 
409. Murder of a Freochmaa, not iia.med, July 4th--5th, Id., iii. 87-90. A 
man asks to be ^lieved from payment of fee on hia lot, because he haa built 
a house on it; but is obliged to pay en the unoccupied part. Id., v. 412.'^ 
July 22d, a committee on atreets reports that the cemetery street is too narrow . 
and that the sfndico^s instructions on the aubject are illegal; wanta more 
light; antl the ayuut. decides in substauco that the matter must be regulated 
aa well aa possible under the circumstances without being too particular about 
tri£es. Id., AyuiU. Eec, MS,, 98-100. Aug-, complaints that laud-ownera 
object to paying the water rates. Id,, Arch., iii. 103-4, Oct., Valle asked 
for a lot 200 v. front by 75 v. deep, having contracted to supply the town 
y^ith meat and needing plenty of room; but only 100 v. front were granted, 
/fi, Ayunt. Rec, 92-3. Dec, Sant. Areflello got a title to lot 44x96 v., 
eaying that he had bought the land wLeu the formalities were difEerent^ 
and like many others had no proper title. Id., 96. Aug. 1, ld43. Alcalde 
Foater^fl decree ou reguJatioua tor use of the water for irrigation. Corond^ 
Doc, MB., 240-5L 

Private ranchos in Los Angeles district. Los Alamos y Agua Caliente, 
6 h, granted in 1846 to Francisco Lopez et al. ; Agustin Olvera cl. Auimas, 
see Rio. Boca de la Playa, J J 1., 1846, Emigdio v^jar, who was cl. *Cahu- 
enga, 4 1., 1846, Luis Arenas; Nic. Morchon cl. *Cajon de loa Ncgros, 3 1.> 
1846, Ignacio Coronel; Wm Workman el. *Cienega, 20 1., 1846, Aguat[n 
Olvera, who was cL Tomils de Santiago, 4 1., ISJe, Teodoaio Yorba, who 
was cl. Palos Colorados, 1346, Joa6 L. Sepiilveda, who was cl. Negros, see 
Caion, Playa, see Boca. "Rio do ias Animaa, 6 1., 1846, Leonardo Cota and 
Juliaji Chavez; J, F. Jones et aL cL San Fernando mission landa, 14 1., 
1846. Euiogto de Cfilis, who was cl. *San Gabriel mission* 1346, Workman 
and Reid, who were cL Mission lot 500 x 200 v., 1846, Simeon, who waa 
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and there was but slight ground for complaint of 
Stevenson^s policy and acts. But for the constant 
depredations of Indian horse-thieves, which the new 
like the old authorities were unable to prevent, quiet 
and good order prevailed for the most part through- 
out the district. About twenty new ranchos were 
granted to private ownership by Governor Pico in 
1846; and all matters of title and possession were aa 
a rule left in statu quo after the change of flag. At 
San Gabriel Padre Est^nega died early in 1847^ and 

cL *Id., 25 X 40 v., 1846, Andrt^a XJaarto et al., wbo were cl. Id., 400 x 
200 v., 1846, Jo3<^ Ledearaa, who was cl. Sta Auitii, soIdbyH. Eeid toITonry 
Dalton for $2,000 in May 1847. (It sold far J200,00O in 1874.) Loa Anff. 
Arch., MS.. V. 488, Sta Oati^liiia. laland, 184G, Thornaa M. Robbins; S. M. 
Covarmbias cL Santiago, eee Tomis. Sierra, 4 1., 1846, Bernardo YorLa, 
who waa cL Id., 4 1., 1846, Vicente Sopiiiveda. who waa cl. 'Sierra dc loa 
Verdugos, 1846| Antonio F. Coronel, who was cl. 

San GabrieU If^b. Jan. -May, Mariano R. Eoldan and Henry Dalton 
ore named aa encargadofi, or pcrUaps majordomoa. Pedro Eomero juez do 
carnpo. LosAng.,Ayunt. liec, MS., 46; Dept. St. Pap,, Ang.,tA&. t\ui. 03-4, 
71; Id., Ben. P. ci- J., iv. ti5; St. Pap., Mi^s., MS., xi. '60-K Feb. *JJth, 
the vecinoa, 40 whitea aud 100 Iiid., ask that the ex-miasioii be declared a 
pnt^blor complftiniug of mismanagement oil the part of the padrd and major- 
domo. But the govt decided in March that the thing coald not be done, as 
the mission had a heavy debt. BepL 'St. Pap., MS,, vii. 14-16; Leg. Rec, 
MS., iv. 319, 325. In May the alcalde reported that the farmers liad to 
leave their ranchoe and gather at the miiiaLon for protection gainst Indians. 
In Jane Hugo Hcid was auxiliary administrator and juez de paz. Dejtt. St. 
Pap.f MS., vii. 83, S9. June 8tli, the mission estate was granted to Hugo 
iteid and Win ^Vorkruan, in payment for pai*t services to the govt, they hhul- 
ing themaclvca to pay all debts, support the p^idre, and pay the expenses of 
worship. Deed in HaHman*3 Brief, S5-7; Hayes' Miss. B., 3S8. Keid was 
probably put in pc^seasion, but dispoaaesaed by Stockton and Frfimont, 
thongh I find no detinite records on the subject. Powder for the Cal. army 
made here in Oct. This vol., p. 318, 1847. Benmrdino Lopez, encai'gado 
de juaticia, though Eoldan's name is also mentioned jn May; Joaquin Valen- 
Kuela juez de eampo; Francisco Villa xanjero. Manuel Olivera seems to have 
been put in charge of the nilaaion property hy the American anthorities. 
Part of Cai. battalion stationed here; tronole betwccu Owens and Cooke. 
This vol., p. 434, 441, 445. May 24th, Col Stevenaon requires that all not 
legally entitled to live at S. Gabriel must quit the liouses and lands at once; 
and no tavcrna must be established. Olivera must be protected in the dis- 
charge of his duties. Loa Aug. Arch., MS., iii. G3. P. Ordaa' signature 
appoat^on the register from May 14th. S. Gab., Lib. A/^s., MS., 60. June 
8th, Pres. Jimenez to Stevenson, at his request has ordered Ordaz to take 
charge of the missioi^, but not of the secular a<bninistration. l/nb. Doc, 
MS. , 266-7 ; yet later the padro Rccma to claim to be in charge also of temporal 
matters. Los Ang. Arch., MS., iii. 84-6, 102, 309. He remained here ti]l 
1850. May and July, Lopez and the Ind. protect figaiust Olivera^s arbitrary 
acts and insist on his removal. Id., 54-6, 84-5, 92, 9o-7. It seems that P. 
Est^nega had allowed the Ind. to retire from the community to their ranchoa 
or those of others; Olivera required them to retnrii, which they wero unwill- 
ing to do unless 0. was removed. The result ia not recorded. Aug. 4th, P. 
Ordaa asks the alcalde of Loa Angeles to order the ex-neophytea to repair the 
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Padre Ordaz took charge as curate a few^ months 
later. In June 1846 the mission estate was sold to 
Keid and Workman in payment of past aid to the 
government; but they were apparently dispossessed 
by the United States officers in August, and the next 
year Manuel Olivera was put by them in charge as 
administrator of the property. The purchasers' title 
was finally declared invalid on the ground that the 
governor had no right to sell the missions. A few 
Indians still lived in the vieinity under the care of 
the padre, and an auxiliary juez de paji with a few 
other petty officials managed local affairs in subor- 
dination to the alcalde of the city. At San Fernanda 
Father Ordaz remained until May 1847, and he was 
the last resident minister. The mission had been 

church and curatc'a house. He is toM that they are at his orders, but not art 
the aduziniatrator'a. Od the 20bh the padre protests against the granting of 
a lot without hia consent Id., 102, 105, 109-10. 1S48. Feb., Gov, Masoa 
to Stevenson, Bays the man in ehai^ has lately sold a atUl worth $800 or 

|l,000for$300. (JqI,^N, Mex. 1850, p. 479. Stevenson bega Ordae toobligo 

lii& prot^fi Guillermo Novarro to qoiit the place, because the settlers complain 
■of his selling liquor aud buying stolen goods. Lo8 Ang. Arch., MS.^ iii. 168- 
6. March, creditors claim |3,0I4 and they should be secured, l/nb. Do'\, 
MS- ^ 266, Evidently Reid and Workman had not paid the miaeion debt; 
but on the other hand they had not been kept in posseaaion of the estate, 

Tomds Eleuterio Est^nega (or Eatenaga) was bom in the province of Viz- 
cay& about 1790, became a t'ranciscaii at Cantabria, carne to the Mex, collegu 
in 18i0, and to Cal. in 1820. After remainuig for a few months as superou- 
merary he served at S. Miguel in 1820-1, at S. Francisco in 1821-3^, and at 
S. Gabriel iu 1833-47^ Prefect Payeraa described him soon after his arrival 
as a pious and wortliy missionary, but in bad health, Payeras, Inf. de 1820, 
MS., 131-2. Esti^nega was tall, slender, and of fair complexion; and bad 
health always impaired his usefulness, though there was an improvement after 
his transfer to the south. He was generally well liked by his neophytes, and 
not unpopular with othew. Tliough declining to take tlie oath to republican- 
ism he promised obedience to the govt; in ISh'{2-'3 he served temporarily for 
aeveral months at S. Rafael; in 18^4 he was held as a prisoner for a time by 
the Ind,, and was also involved in the famous * conspiracy ' of Duran and 
Guerra; in 1S41 he was accused of neglecting the morals of hia neophytes, and 
the same year declined to officiate at the fiesta of ^^ept. 16th; and in IS43 he 
took the oath to the 'bases constitucionales.' I tind no trace of him in the mis- 
sion rcgifltcra of S. Gabriel after 1845, and, rather strangely, no record of hia 
death. But it appears that he died there early in 1847* since the jnez on 
May Sth writes of what the 'late' Padre Est^nega did *over two months 
ago.' Los Aug. Arch.^ MS., iii. o4-fi. 

San Fernando. 1846. Jan, 1st, inventory signed by P.. Ordaa and the 
lessees: live-stock 7J0 head wild animals, 92 cattle, 16 horses, 375 sheep, 
S2,048; furniture, tools, etc, 3122; total S2,170. Pico, Paj). Mis., MS^ 156- 
-Juno 17th, sale of mission estate for $14,O0[> to Eulogio do Cfilis. Deed iu 
TlaHmaiCA Brief, 89-92; St. Pap.. Mm.. MS., xi. 65. C^lis was bound to 
support the padre and worship, also to give the Ind. the use of the lands they 
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rented in 1845 to Pico and Manso, who apparently 
held possession in 1846-8, though the property was 
sold in June 1846 — subject to the lease, I suppose — 
to Eulogio Cells for $14,000, the title of C^lis being 
In later years confirmed. There were no occurrences 
at this es-mission to be noted except the occupation 
by Fremont's battalion in January 1847, and the 
signing of the treaty of Cahuenga which put an end 
to the war in California, 

Santa Barbara took but slight part in the stirring 
events of the conquest of 1846-7, though it was here 
that Governor Pico, hearing of invasion in the north, 
issued his patriotic but not very effective proclama- 
tions. From August to October 1846, a small garrison 
of Fremont's battalion was posted here; and from 
April 1847 a detachment of the New York volunteers^ 
at first under Lieut-colonel Burton and later of Cap- 
tain Lippitt^ garrisoned the place; but excepting the 
episode of the canon perdido, there was nothing ex- 
citing, even from a local standpoint* When we add 
to the peaceful sequence of Santa Bd.rbara events the 
absence of the municipal records, it is not surprising 

occupied during their iife-time, Preaumably he bought Bobject to the lease, 
though nothing is said on the subject. The purchaser wa^a not to take pos- 
session for 8 months, during which time the govt might redeem the property. 
On the date of sale, Juue 17th, I have an original order from Gov, Pico to tho 
'lessee' to pay the rent as it becomes due to Andres Pico and JuanMansoon 
account of a debt of J3,0CK)due them from the govt. Pico [Fio), Doc, MS., ii. 
80. Andr^ Fico named as leasee in Sept. 1847> Dept. SL Pap., Ang.j MS., 
viii- 76. 1847. Jan.,Cal. armywid Fr^mont^s battalion in posseaBion; treaty 
of Cahuenga. This vol., p. 401 et seq, 1848- Gov. Pico*s return. 2d^, 589. 
' Sta Barbara events, etc. 1846- lieut-col Gumesindo Florescomandauto, 
except as interrupted by the U. S. ocoupatioD. Jan,, several officers of the 
company reaiga. ThisvoL, p. 35- Feb., wreck of the i?hma. /d.,67S. May, 
plan for a ^conaejo general' never assembled, /rf., 37, 44-7. June, Gov. Pico 
herej newa of the Bear Flag revolt at Sonoma; Pico'a proclamation and ap- 

Sealfi. Id., 133-42. July, assembly refuses to meet at Sta B. Id., 37. Mc- 
'amara*a proposed colony and his visit. Id., 215-19. Another proclam. on 
receipt of news of U. S, occupation of Monterey. Id., 263. Ang,, Stockton 
touches here on hia way south, leaving a garrison and raising the U. 3. flag. 
Id., 267. Sept., Mitchell and his men replaced hy Talbot and volunteers of 
the battalion as a garrison. Id., 28^7. Oct., reoccupation by the Califor< 
nians under Garfiaaj Talbot driven out, Id.^ 316-17. Nov., Baimundo Car- 
rillo comandtukte, under Flores. Id., 330. Dec, Fremont arrives with the 
battalion. Id., 376. 

1S47. A^ril, arrival of Co, A, B, aud F, N. Y, vol., under Lieut-col 
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that local annals of the district are for the most part 
a blank, Anastasio Carrillo served as sub-prefect 
until the United States flag was raised; and town af- 
fairs were managed by the following justices of the 
peace: Antonio M, Ortega in 1846, Pablo de la 
Guerra in 1847, and Pedro C, Carrillo in 1848. Colo- 
Burton; July, Co. F remains as a garrison imiler Oapt. Lippitt aa comaodant^ 
o£ the post. Id., 613-16. Many aetaila of camp life at Sto B. in. Murray'^ 
Narr,j M9.i Green's Li/tt MS, July, ramora of trouble with the Califor- 
nions. This vol., p, 584. Custom-house receipts; Pedro 0. Carrillo collector, 
/d., 571-2. 

1&48. Feb., Got. Keibou has heard verv unfavorable reports about the 
conduct of Co, F, and complains of the soldiers having clubbed together to 
purchase large quantities of sappliea free of duties for parpoacB of ti^de. 
Col. *t N, Met. I860, p. 481-2, March, citizenis authorized by juez to make 
expeditions to the tntares in quest of wild live-stock, on which a certai:n 
amount must be paid into the town treasury. Sta B. Arch., MS., 65-7. 
April, af^r of the cafion perfUdo, This vol,, p, 686-7. Sept., muHt«ring-out 
of the N. Y- voL Id., 516j records, etc., turned over on Sept 8th by Capt, 
Lippitt to Capt. Smith, Unb, Doc, MS., 21-2. 

Municipal afTairs. 1846. Anastasio Carrillo sub-prefect Jan. -June, though 
often desiring to be relieved. Jueoes de paz Antonio M. Ortega and Juan-P. 
Ayala, Juan Camarrillo having been appointed juea 2* but escuaed at hia own 
request Est^van Ortega collector of munio. taxes. 1847. No records until 
May Bince Jimo 1846. On May 9th Pablo de la Guerra and Luis Carriila 

vere elected Ist and 2d alcaldes. They declined the govemor^a appointment 
ajid refused to take the oath of allegiance to the U. S.; yet in someway th^ 
seem to have retained the poGitiona throuchont the year. Unb^ Doc, la, 
1^-4, 204-5. Aug., gov. to Alcalde Carrillo, has ordered Capt. Lippitt to 
discontinue milita^ proceeding agiunst two men for insulting women and 
theft Is willing t^ yield the jurisdiction in such cases to the alcaldes when 
as now he has reaaon to believe them influenced by proper motives. Cal. ^ K. 
Mex. 1850, p. 354. Bee. 11th, alcalde to gov., criticising the decree forbid- 
ding the sale of liquors to Ind., which he has not enforced. Moderate drink- 
ing la good for working men, and the Ind. will not work for anything else. 
Abuse of liquor is what should be punished; and the whites behave worse in 
thia respect than the Ind. fJni, Z)oc., MS., 197-20K 1348. There had beea 
an election, if not two, in Jan. -Dec, but one set of alcaldes declined to serve, 
against another apparently the citizens protested, and Pablo de la Guerra 
went on serving until on Feb. 8th Gov> Mason appointed Pedro C. Carrillo 
and Kst^van Ardisaon aa alcaldes. Unh. Doc^ MS., 25, 372-3; Oal. S N. 
Mtx. 1850, p. 473-4. It seems that another Don Pedro (Don Pablo?) would 
have been appointed, but he declined to accept the offices from a miL ^ov. 
May, Stevenson throateus Carrillo with removal if ho refuses to obey. More 
trouble in Aug. £7>i6» Doc, MS., 335, 194. July, Capt, Lippitt reports that 
there are no civil magistrates. Id., 10. Trial of Ben]. Foxen for the murder 
of AffustJn Divila by the two alcaldes appointed as a special court by the 
gov. This vol., p. 611. Gervasio Ayala^ Est^van Orteaa, and Inocente Lo- 
renzana juecesde policia, S£aB, ArcK^ MS., 67- GerSnirao Buizzanjero at 
Carpinteria. /d, 71- March, munic. regulations by the 1st alcalde. Ut^b. 
i>oc., MS., 25-7. Trouble with Ind»tbi.evea: Tic6 authorized to make a raid. 
Sid' B. Arch., MS., 69-71- April, gov. declines to interfere with the deci- 
sion of an umpire in a horse-race. Ca2. A N. Mex. 1850^ p. 508-9. June, 
the military must aid the civil authorities in guarding prisoners; much fault 
found with Lippitt's comp. /t^., 565. July, Stevenson has visited Sta B., 
and baa arranged muuic matters there, though he had to remonstrate with 
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nel Stevenson, in command of the southern military 
district, had generally some fault to find with the 
jueces, but the difficulties never assumed any serious 
form* Only seven or eight ranchos were granted by 
the governor in this district. The mission, which had 
been rented in 1845^ was sold in June 1846 to Rich- 

the alcalde. Urtb^ Doc, >JS,, 23-4. The town must rai&e fiinda for expenses 
of admin, of justice; goT. finds fault with both Lippitt and Carrillo for tlieir 
acts in several minor casts. Cal, A N. Mex. 1850, p. 569-76. Sept,, the mil. 
com. releases a prisoner for want of civil authorities and a jail, Ut\b. Doc, 
MS., 22. Dec. ISth, Ramon Rodriguez buried; he was afiot at Ortoga's 
rancho while trying to arrest cvil-doorg. Dec. 20th, a hoy 7 ycara old found 
dead from stabs near town. Dec, 28th, Lynch, Kemer (or Raymond), and 
Quin ahot, for murder at S. Miguel, Sta B.^ Lib. Mijf.y MS., 41-2. 

Private ranchos. Canada do S. Miguel and Caiiada del Diablo, 2 1., 
granted in 1346 to Riunon Rodriguez, whose heirs were cl. *Cuyaina, 11 1., 
1846, Cesareo I^taillade; whoae widow was cl. Diablo, see Caftada. Goleta, 
1 1., 1846, Daniel HOI, who was cl. Liebre, 11 I, 1846, Jos6 M. Flores, 
who was cl. S. Buenaventura mission, 12 1., 1846, Jos^ Arnaz^ M, A. Rod- 
riguez de Poll, cl. S. Marcos, 8 1., 1846, Nicholas A. Den, who waa cl. (Ste- 
venson annuls the grant to R. S. Den, in Oct. 1848. Aj-ch. StaB-^MS-t xi- 51.) 
S. Miguel, see Canada. Sta Barbara, mission, 1846, Richard S. Den, whowaa 
cl. *lStaInes miaaion, 1846, Jos^ M. Covarrubias, who wascl. Sta In^, land 
near, granted by Gov. Florea in 1846 to Joaqain Ayala, who in ^47 waa al- 
lowed by the govt to retain possession^ though his title could not be good. 
Savage,, Z)(>c.,MS., it. 78. Tlie grant of a house at theprefiidio by Gen. Cfl£- 
tro to NicoUa Lopez was in Feb. 1S48 declared null, Cal, & N, Mex. 1850^ 
\\ 479, 

Sta Barbara mission. 1846. Jaa., several letters of P. Diiraii togov. on 
the delivery of the rented mission property, and about lots assigned to the 
Ind. and for support of the padrea. Arch. Arzoh., MS-, v. pt ii. 69-72. 
March 24th, inventory of the property valued at $6,387. Ifayea' Miss. B., i. 
373-6. June 8th, bond of Den and Hill, who pledge their ranchos of Dos 
Pueblos and S. Pedro to return all the property in good condition after the 
term of nine years. Id., ^72; (/h6. i>oc., MS,, '279. June 10th, deed of sale 
t^ Richard S. Den for $7,500. HartTmtn's Brief, app. 90-9; Hayes' Miss, £., 
i. 377. July 1848. the govt orders the investigation of the lease by Col 
Stevenson. Oal. <S! ^. Mex, 1S50, p. 573-4. Ang. ISth, govt annuls the act 
of Alcalde Carrillo in patting R. S. Den in possession of 8. Marcoa, one of 
the mission ranchos, though not on the ground that the mission sale was 
illegal. Id., 506. I find nothing about the final disposition of R. S. Den's 
title, e>:cept that it was confirmed by the land conimiasiou, but that in hia 
latwr suit against Den and Hill to g<;t the property he was defeated in the 
U". S. circuit court on the ground that Pico Lad no power to sell the mission 
estate. Death of Garcia Diego, succession of Duran and Gonzalez, and death 
of Duran. This vol., p. 565-6. Late in 1S48 Presbyter Jos6 M. Resales was 
for doctrinal irregularities sent away from Cab by the gov. of the diocese, 
Gonzalez, notwithstanding th^ petition of 50 citizens that he be retained for 
Los Angeles, the original of which ia in Carrillo {D\ Doc, MS., 121-4. 

Francisco Carcfa Diego was a native of Mexico, and had been ' lector do 
artes y de sagraila teologia ^ at the Franciscan college of Guadalupe de Zaca- 
tecas, when Bcat to C^lSomia in 1833 as comiaario prefecto in charge of the 
Zacatccan band of missionaries. He became minister of Sta Clara, where he 
remained until 1835, discontented with the gcueral condition of aSairs, but 
l>erfonninc acceptably the routine duties of his position, and showing himself 
to be a well meaning and intelligent man, Then he went to Mexico, to come 
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ard S- Den for §7,500, but the lessees seem to hff\^e 
kept possession throughout 1846-8* Deo's title was 
confirmed by tlie land commission, though there are 
indications that it was practically annulled in later 
litigation. Padre Duran^ the venerable president of 
the Fornandinos, died at his post early in 1846, one 

back iu 1841 a& the first bishop of California. The country needed no bi&hop, 
and Garcia Diego was in no way tittcil to overcome obataclea that would 
have cdscouraged a jouEiger and more energetic man. Without prieata or 
money he could accomplish nothing, aud only at Sta Barbara did he receive 
hearty popular support. Advanced in years, somewhat overweighted by the 
digniticji of hia omce, griovoualy disappointed at the failure of his subjects 
tu aupport hia grand schemes for their good, he became peevish, and even 
childi&li, rarely leaving liia home at Sta Barbara, though lie made*an epiflcopal 
tour to the north in 1S44. The kind-hearted and inoffensive old man, haviiw 
left the govemorship of the diocese to PP. Duran and Gonzalez, died at mill- 
night of April 30, 1846t at the age of 60 years, 5 months^ and 24 days. He 
was buried May 3d by P. Gonzalez in a new tomb made for tho purpose in 
the mission church. Sta B., Lib. Mie.^ MS,, 39; Arch. Arzoh.^ MB.y v. pt 
ii. 67; Doc. Hut. Col., MS., iii, 197; Arch. Obisp., MS., 25. 

Narciso Duran was born Dec. 16, 1770, at Castellon de Ampurias, Catalo- 
nia, ojid became a Franciscan at Geroua May 3, 1792. He came to Mexico m 
1803 and to Cal. in 1806, serving at S. Jos^ in 1806-33, and Sta Barbara \h 
1833-46. In 1817-20 be was praised by his Buperiors as a most i^ealous anvt 
■efficient miasionary, fit for the prelacy. AutMog. Autofj. de los Pa<lre9^ MS., 
Satria, Inf. de 1S17, MS., 60-70; Paycras, Inf. de ISm, MS., 130. Durail 
waa president of the Femandinoa in 1S25-7, 1831-8, and 1S44-6, being comi- 
sario prefeoto in 1837-43, aad governor of the diocese after the bishop's death 
in 1846. In all the mission chapters of the last three volumes of this work, 
the reader has found Fadre Narciso'a name more prominent than that of any 
other friar, and several of his writings appear in my list of authorities. He 
was a mo^t earnest and successful missionary, the only fault ever found with 
him in this respect being an excess of zeal in the forcible conversion of gentiles 
for his mission of San Jos^; while as prelate he was a worthy successor of 
Sarna, Sefian, and Payeras. Throughout the troublous times of secularisa- 
tion ho manaj^ed the mission affairs with marked ability. To a greater extent 
than most of nis comrades he was a politic and practical man, contenting him- 
self with a part when all could not be won. Though an able and bitter foe to 
aecularization, yet aa a choice of evils when he realized that secularization 
could not be prevented he gave honest and valuable advice respecling^he 
practical working of the successive schemes. Though he often became impa- 
tient and despondent, these floods never lasted long; and though he engaged 
in many controversies and wrote many bitter and sarcastic things, he yet re- 
tained tiie esteern of moat adversaries, and was always beloved by the people 
of all classes, being especially popular and inSuential at Sta Bi^rbara in the 
later years. Rather strangely I find no direct trace of his presence at S. Jose 
before ISll. An immense music book, written in colors on home-made parch- 
ment and bound in heavy hoards and leather, has an explanatory preface signed 
' Fr. X.' in 1813. In 1817 he was present at the founding of W- Rafael. He 
refused the oath to repnhlicaniam in 1826; refused to aid the revolutionist 
Solis in 1829; and in 1S31, sufTertng from the gout, obtained a promise of his 

Eassport for Tlabana. In 1832, discouraged at the mortality among his Ind., 
e writes ' la paciencia tio nio alcanza, y no veo las boras de tirar eata carga,' 
Figueroa. recommended hi3 exile in 1S33, and Duran never had friendly feel- 
ings for this governor, believing him to be a much overrated man. In 183Q 
he ba<d a controversy with CMco, and became an earnest and most ^"aluable 



634 LOCAL ANKALS— SAN DIEGO TO MONTEREY. 

month after the death of Bishop Garcfa Diego of the 
Zacatecanos ; but Padre Gonzalez still remained 
throughout this period and for nearly thirty years 
longer, to become the last survivor of all the Caiifor- 
nian missionaries. The mission of San Buenaventura 
had also been rented, but was sold for $12,000 in June 
1846 to Jos^ Arnaz, one of the lessees. His title as 
purchaser, though confirmed by the courts in later 
yearSj was not recognized by the government in 1846- 
8, and he was even ousted as lessee in 1848, Isaac 
Callaghan obtaining a lease from Colonel Stevenson, 
and being also juez auxiliar, as Jose Moraga and 

supporter of Alvarado even against Carrillo, hia personal friend. In 1$39 he 
again thoaght of departure and obtained a new pasaport, having already one 
from Figueroa. In 1845 ho ordered the balance duo him to bo paid to tho 
neophytea. In 1845-6 his advice waa sought and in many reapecta followed 
by Gov. Pico in the matter of renting and aclling the misEiona. In phyaiqn^ 
Dnran was of medium stature, eomewhat stout, of f^ complexion, and blue 
eyea, Mofraa, Mxplor., i. 199, gives a portrait, only a tolerable Hkenesa ac- 
cording to P. Gonialez, saya Taylor. His death occurred on June !» 1846, at 
5 P. M., and ho was buried June 3d, by Padre GouKalea, in the church vault, 
Sia B., Lib, Mis.y MS-, 40; Arch, Ar^., MS., v. pt U, 72. Only two of the 
Spaniaii Femandinoa, Oliva and Ordaz, survived him. 

San Buenaventura* 1846. Joed Moraga appointed juez de paz in Jan. 
May 20th, the Ind. authorize the gov. to diapoao of the mimon for govt 
needs, Miscd. Doc, MS., 14-24. June 8th, deed of sale to Joa6Amaz for 
J12,000duehim. Si. Pap., Miss., MB., xL 61^; Ilartman^s Bri^, app. 92- 
6. June 10th, assembly approves grant of 400 varaa to Fernando Tied* Leff, 
Etc., MS., iv. 354. June 19th, inventory of various effects delivered to the 
lessees, including 1,273 head of cattle. Pico, Pap. Mis., MS., 77-9. Amaz, 
Rec., MS', 83, aaya he paid Botello€l>000 for his interest in tiie lease. Gov. 
Pico here with his army in June. This vol., p. 48, Occupied by the Calif, in 
Oct. Id.> 317. 1847. Fremont and his battalion arrive Jan. M, 400. 
1S48. SV&neisco Ortega juez de paz until May 26th, when he waa removed 
b^ Col Stevenson and Isaac Callaghan appointed in his place; and Gov, 
Mason, though criticiaing Stevenaon'a act, confirmed the appointment on 
June 11th. Jan. 7th, gov. authorizes 6 Ind. to continue their occupation of 
mission landa unless Joefi Moraga can show a legal right to dispoaseas them, 
OqI. «fe N, Mex. lS50t p- 454. Feb.-Junc, imperfect detaila of Stevenson'a in- 
vestigation of Arnaz'a acts in diapo&ine of mission property. The corresp, 
aeoQis to indicate that Axnaz was regarded merely as lesisee, and that his bill 
of eale waa not presented. At any rate, he was ousted and his vineyard and 
other property were seized as security. Id., 479, 504, 549, 563-4; Los Ajig. 
Arch., MS., iii. 175-S4, 191-2; Unh. Boc., MS., 331-4. It waa in connec- 
ticoi with this change that Callaghan was appointed to aucceed Ortega; and 
apparently in Aug, CalJaghan became leasee. Co/, AN. M^. 1850, p. 5^, 
Streeter, RccolL^ M3>, 91-5, claims to have been a partner of C, hia brother- 
in-law, and aaya nothing waa heard of Amazes ownership till 1850. Amaz, 
RecutrdoSj MS,, 91-3, however, saya that hia title aa owner waa presented to 
Stevenson and by him declared a forgery. The Amaz title waa finally con- 
firmed by land commiaaion and U. S. courts, though litigation lasted many 
years, and many men in that region still regard the title as fraudulent. I 
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Francisco Ortega had been before him. Presbyter 
Jos^ M. Eosales remained in charge of spiritual in- 
terests until expelled by his prelate late in 1848, and 
Alejandro M. Branchi was the next curate from 1849, 
Santa In^s was sold to the lessees, Covarrubias and 
Carrillo, for $7,000 in June 1846; but though they 
kept possession until after 1848 under their lease, 
their title by purchase was finally declared invalid. 
Joaquin Carrillo, Agustin Janssens, Francisco Cota, 
and Jos^ M» Covarrubias are named aa successive 
jueces de paz; and Padre Joaquin Jimeno continued 
as curate, being also rector of the ecclesiastical sem- 
inary, an institution which, with Padre Francisco de 
Jesus Sanchez as vice-rector, still maintained a pre- 
carious existence. Purfsima was entirely abandoned, 
and nothing about the establishment appears in th^ 
records. 

Though no longer the capital, Monterey had still- 
the custom-houae, the prefectura, and the military 
comandancia, being still as in former years the centre 

have found no satisfactcrv reasons to doubt th&t the aale wae made in good 
faith. 

Santa In^ 1316. Joa<^uin Carrillo juez de paz in Jan. ; Octavituio Gutiet' 
rez juez 2* in June; Austin Jajaasena juez and military comajidajita in Oct. 
JajL , corresp. between P. Jimeno, Juez CarriLlo, and the gov. about support ot 
th& padre, who complained, and proposed that the rent of f580 should be 
equally divided lietween the Ind. and padre. Dept SL Pap., MS., vu> 100. 
June l5th, deed of sale to Coyarrnbias and Joaquin Carrillo for $7,000. 
Ilctrttnan's Brief, app. fl&'102_; Unb. Doc, MS., 280-L Interview between 
Gov. Pico and Prei. Castro in June* This voL, p. 143. Some unimportant 
troubles with the Ind. are described by Janasena. Vida^ MS-, lSS-dl< 1^7. 
Sept. 6th, Gov. Maaon calls upon the lessees for copies of their contraot, also 
accounts of rents, eto» Oal, dj N'. Meet. 1850^ p. 392. Nov. 29th, gov. de- 
clines to recognize the sale to Covarrubias and Carrillo, because the aaJe had 
not been at auction as required, and because their acta in continuing to pay 
rent in 1846-7 waa against the theory of a purchase. They muet be regarded 
aa renters, and must settle up and show receipts on tHat bads. Id., 436- 
1S13. Francisco Cota jues auxiliar, succeeded in March by JosS M. CovarrU' 
bias; though Janssens claims to have been juez in Jan. Deo. 31st, financial 
condition of the ecclesiastical seminary, Fr Josd Joaquin Jimeno rector, Fr 
Franciaco de Jeans Sanchez vicc-rector; receipts for 1848 (K'S from parents of 
pupils, t667 from sales of live-stock, $250 from bishop, ^0 from rector, $300 
from vice-rector, from Americana $25, and alma 996), {X,6S5; expend. $1,846, 
deficit 1211; deficit of 1847, $337. Crops 226 fanegaa of grain. Cattle at 
end of 1848, 1,706 bead. Savage, Doc, MS., ii. S3; Uta FniB, £4i>. Mis., MS-. 

35. 
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of all political developments in the north, as fully 
indexed in my note/ During the first half of 1846 
the controversy between Castro and Pico was the 
chief topic of consideration, though sectional feeling 
was less intense here than at Los Angeles; and the 
popular attention was also much directed to foreign 

* Monterey events. 1846. Jan, -June, Monterey and Caatro versus Los 
Angelea and Pico. Thia vol., p. 30-^3. Larkin's efforts in behalf of the U. 
S. Id.t 54 et seq. Jan., Fri^moiit'a visit. Id., 4, Quarrel of Man. Castro and 
Cambuston. Id., 34. March, Fremont's operations at Gavilan. Id^^ 9-21. 
March-April, junta of military men to save tho country. Id., 41-2, 59 ot seq. 
April, arrivai of Gillespie on the Cyane. Id.y 27-8, 200. May, delegates for 
the Sta Barbara consejo. Id., 45 et scq. Jirno, arrival of tho Juno and Mc- 
Namsra. Jd.f 217. Caatro'a efforts against Pico and the U. S. Id.^ 51-3. 
Ide'a Bear Flag proclamation posted. here, fd.^ 159. July, arrival of Com. 
Sloat and raising of the U. S. flag. Id., 224-^8. Arrival of Fr^mout and 
Gillespie; Sloat succeeded by Stockton; radical change of policy. Id., 24H-60. 
Aug.-^ept., chronological summary of local happenings, including movements 
of war veaaeia, publication of the lat newspaper, 1st trial by jury, etc. Id., 
288-^^3. Nov.-Dec-, a like summary; also organization of the Oal. battalion^ 
imprisonment of Larkin, and campaign of Natividad. Id., 357-77. 

1847. Jan., arrival of Co. F, tliird artillery. Id., 519, Arrival of Com. 
Shubrick. Id,y 428-9. Retam of Capt, Maddox and company from the Sta 
Clara campaign. Feb., Kearny arrives from tho south. Ift. March, arrival 
of Com. Biddle; Kearny assumes tho governorship; Fr^mont^s vieit and quar- 
rel with Kearny. Id., 436-8, 443-4, April, arrival of four companies of the 
N, Y, vol., Co. I remaining as a garrison until Dec. Id., 514. Grand ball 
given by the naval officers on AprO 9th. S, F. Cfdifomianf Apr, 17, 1847. 
About this time two barrels of liquor were smashed on the wharf by Lieut 
Sherman, an event that John A. Swan never forgeta to mention. Volunteer 
cavalry co. under Lieat B, Burton. This vol., o2l. May, arrival of Ktjamy 
and Pr^niont froni the south, and departure for the east; Gov. Mason in coni- 
inand. !d., 450-1. July 4th celebrated at the capital, 8. F. Calif., Sept. 3, 
1S47. In tho same paper tho pro;:iress of the town is noted; 27 houses being 
erected; the 1st brick house in CaL lately completed by Diekenson; great im- 
provements at the fort on tho hill under direction of Lieut Ord; Miss Eager^s 
school very popular. Nov., Larkin writes thattownlota have risen from |lO0 
to $2,000. LarkiTf^'s Of. Correap., MS., ii- 124. Dec. 30th, a fire in Jos^ 
Abrego^s house, extinguished by the aid of citizens, soldiers^ and sailors. 
Calif., Jan. 19, 1848. Disgraceful conduct of some of the volunteers at a ball 
given at the barracks. M, Oct. 20, 1847. 1848. Fob. 26th, subscription for a 
ball ou Washington's birthday $355. Larjcin'fi Doc, MS., vi. 38. May 29th, 
news of the discovery of gold. Colton'a Three Years^ 242. Sept., a board of 
trustees appointed by the alcalde to manage a atone building erected for pub- 
he uses. Ashlejj, Doc, MS,, 264. Oct.» mustering- out of last comp. and staff 
of K Y. voluutcora. Thia vol. 515-16. 

Municipal affairs. 1846. Prefect Manuel Castro, with Floreneio Serrano 
^s secretary. Jan., Castro complains that the ayunt. has been installed with- 
out notice to him; insists on his rights. Castro, Doc, MS,, i. 255. French 
consul complains that Castro ia not legally prefect, being under 30 years of 
age. DepL St. Pap., Ben. P. c& /., MS., ii. 4. May, Castro offers bia resig- 
nation, Id., ^S, whicli was not accepted. The prefect's part in political and 
military affairs of J an. -July lias been fully recorded in other chapters. Al- 
caldes — elected in Dec, taking posaeaaion Jan. 1st, approved by gov. Jan, 22d, 
— Manuel Diaa and Joaquin Escamilla; regidorea Ignacio Ezqner, Fninciaco 
Arias, Kafael Estradti, Job T. Dye; atndico Florcncio SerrajiOi secretary Am- 
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intervention as a source of relief from prevalent evils. 
Meanwhile the Montereyans were willing to wait in 
patience for whatever fate might have in store, for 
them, listening to Larkin's appeals in behalf of the 
United States, and startled only by Fremont's absurd 
performance at Gavilan and the American settlers' 
filibusterism on the northern frontier. In July the 
stars and stripes were raised without the slightest op- 
position, and the old capital became a garrison town, 
whose uneventful progress was duly recorded in a 
weekly newspaper and in Alcalde Colton's diary. The 
coming of Company F, third artillery, and the restor- 
ation of the capital were the. events of 1847; while 
the next year can hardly be said to have had any dis- 

hroaio Gomez, Diaz wished to b« excused in Jan., bnt was required toaerve. 
Eaquer often served as juea 1° in Dia/'e iUnosg. Auxiliareadepoli(;fa,TeodoM 
Gonzalez, Juan Antonio Vallejo, Francisco Granados, Adalberto Thonw, 
Gnillermo Gomez, and Jesus Soto, Juecea de campo Agustin Escobar, Eat^- 
van do la Torrcj id. of the valley {Sallnaa} ranohos, Jos6 Antonio Alviso, 
Agustin Martinez* Aodr^ Juarez, Francisco Garcfa, and Felipe Garcia ^ id. SL 

GArloa, Juan de Mata Boronda. Juecca auxiliarea, of the valley ranchoa, 

Santiago Estrada and Joaquin Buelna, with Andres Soto and Prudencio Espj-; 
noaa as eaplentes; id. S. CirZoa Juan Rosalea, TithO'CoUector Francisco IV 
checo. In July, by U. S. military appointment, Edward Gilchrist and Rodman 
M. Price were made alcaldes^ but Gilchrist was succeeded by Walter Coltoji 
on July 20th; and on Sept. !5th, at a popular election with 68 votes out of 
338, Colton was chosen alcalde witli MiJton Little as substitute; councillora 
David Spence, W. E. P. Hartuell, Juan Malarin, and Manuel Diaz; troasurer 
Salvador Munr^ J/o/tt, CQl{f.t Sept. 19, ISiG. Jan., police regulations iii 
17 articles. Doc. liiftt^ Ccd., MS,, iii. 83> April, instructions to juecea auxi- 
liares. Mojit. Arch., MS,, viit, 28-9. Aug., etc., regulations on sale of liquors, 
etc. Mont. CcUifornian. Aug. 15, Sept 26, Oct. 3, Oct 31, Dec. 19, 1846. 
1847. Alcalde Waller Cotton; councillors, eto., not named; Wm E. Garner 
sheriff. The municipal record is very slight, showiug only a few minor regu- 
lations of different datea, though Colton in his published diary gives occasional 
amusing incidents in the administration of justice. In Oct. two Ind. were 
shot for murder. S. F. CtUl/.j Oct. 20th. 1848. Colton still serving as al- 
calde until Oct., when Florencio Serrano took his place, Wm R. Longley 
ivaa appointed 2d alcalde on Jan. I3th, Wm K. Gamer still served as clerk, 

Eanchos. Laguna de Tache, 11 1., 1S16, Manuel Castro; id. and J. Clark 
cL S. JuanBautista, orchard, 400 v., 1840, OllivierDeleiaa^ues; C. Panaud 
et al. c!. "S, Juan Capistrano del Camote, 10 1., 1846, 1\ Herrera and G. 
Quintana. S. Lorenzo, 11 ]., J846, Bafael Sanchez, who was cl. *B. Miguel. 
ISiO, Wm Becd, Pctronilo Rioa, and M, Garcia; Rioscl. S. Miguelito, 500 
V,, 184G, Miguel Avila, who was cl.; ^'2 1., id. grantee and cl. Soledad, mia- 
flion, 2L, 1840, Feliciano Soberanes, who was cl. Ranchoa without names.- 
OL to Jose Castro, Hobt B, NelighcL; to 'T. H. Green, who was cl.; 1,500 
V. to Jofld Castro, Patrick Breen cl. ; Carmelo (perhaps not in Monterey dis- 
trict), 10 1., Wm Knight; J. 0. Morehead cl. Tucho, 1 I, 1846, Joaquin 
Arroyo. Doc. JTkt. CdL, MS,, i. 502. In 1847-^, Alcalde Colton vas called 
ifpon to furnish copies of grants of town landa with details as to the titles; 
particularly with reference to tlie lots within libUeuk's survey of lands in the 
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tinguishing local feature before the news of gold came 
to depopulate the town, Manuel Castro ruled as 
prefect down to the American occupation; and Ma- 
nuel Diaz as alcalde presided over the ayuntamiento 
that managed municipal affairs. After the change of 
flag, Edward Gilchrist was made alcalde, but was soon 
succeeded by Walter Colton, who ruled till late in 
1848 and was followed by Florencio Serrano. As 
Monterey was the residence of the military governor, 
the municipal authorities had but little to do, though 
the reverend alcalde has woven into his published nar- 
rative a series of amusing experiences in the admin* 
istration of justice. Ranches granted in 1846 were 
only about a dozen, including several of the ex-mission 
estates, !For San Cdrlos mission there is no record 
whatever; and it is not even clear who was the resi- 
dent priest at Monterey, though the names of Real, 
Anzar, and Ambris appear on the registers- At San 
Luis Obispo, Padre Jos^ Nicolds Gomez served as 

vicinity of the fort — or thoae of Shubrick, Bailej, Doyle, Spence, 01^8^1^ ^^^ 
Deloiasfequea; also a map of Fort Hiil ia gjren. Ilalkck's Steport^ 1S9-75. 

S- Carlos, no record of cx-miadon af^ra, or rather no aSaira of which to 
moke a record. The names of PP. Real, AiLzar, and Ambrb appe&r on the 
re^tera, though neither resided at the mission. 

S- Luia Obiapo. Joed Ortega jaez succeeding Estrada, JaQ.-Maroh| with 
Victor Linarea as jaez 2°; Jesna Pico jaez Feb.-Sept. Garcia, Hecho^t MS., 
93t Bays that Pico aa mU. com. took the baton by force from 0., being nn- 
williDg to be ruled by a man who had an Ind. wife. In Sept. Mariano Bo- 
nillawaa appointed juez, and served through the year. Jan, 4th, jnez to 
go?., the buyers of the mission hare not yet appeared. Bcacrihea the build- 
ings, which are in bad condition, except the church. D^pt. St. Pap.^ Ben. P^ 
<^iA,M3m ii- 62-3. Feb. 9th, some Ind. have runaway and carried off the 
alca]de*s wife. ;S'.«/bd^^rcA.iM3.,loo3opap., 30. Feb. 20th, P. Gromeztogor., 
can not understand why after all his labors there comes an order to turn over 
the property toothers. Dept, St. Pajj-^MS.,™, 105-6. Feb. 2Gfch,juecea do 
oampo appointed, not named. Pico, Acont., MS,, 79-80. March 7th, Liuarea 
orders P. Gomea to turn over property to Pico for Scott and Wilson; Gomez 
MpeaJa to bishop, who luska gov. to reserve certain atorerooma and the mills. 
Gov, promises to investigate. ^rcA, -^r^., MS., v, ptii. 05-G. March 10th, 
Gomez to g07., complaining of lack of means of support, also of his mortifica- 
tions aadiaaults, De^ SU Pap., MS,, vii. 42-3. March 29tb (?), possession 
given to Pico, id., Ben. P. *^J., ii. 63. April 18th, Linares, juea2**, repri- 
manded by BnVprefect for insubordination, S. Liiia 06., Arch,, MS., 2. Apr, 
23th, order of juez about use of water for irrigation. Id., 3. June 1st, Pico 
reports an Ind. fight in which 6 were killed. DepL St* Pap., BeTt. P. t6 J,, 
M!S., ii, 46. June 12th. Gov. Pico orders onlistmeot of men for his mil ex- 
ped, to the north. i^.Luia Ob., Arch., MS., 12. June22d, 25th, doc con- 
nected with the putting of John Wilson in formal possesflion of the ex-miaaion 
estate, with measurements, etc. i^cfrimfin**^^/, app, 71-4. Janasens, Fufa, 
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curate; and pueblo affairs were directed successively 
by Jo9^ Ortega, Jesus Pico, Mariano Bonilla, and 
John M. Price as j ustices, or alcaldes. The purchasers 
of 1845 seem not to have been disturbed in their pos- 
session of the ex-mission estate, their title to which 
was in later years declared to be valid. San Miguel 
was subject spiritually and municipally to the curate 
and justice of San Luis, The estate was sold in July 
to Eios and Reed, and their possession was not dis- 
turbed by the new authorities, though the purchase 
was declared invalid by the courts later. The murder 
of Reed and his family in December 1848 was the 
most notable event of San Miguel annals during this 
period. At San Antonio, Padre Doroteo Ambris 

MS., 100, mentiona the arrest of Williams, an American, by a party of 
drunken CaliforaianB, who were finally indiiced by J. to release him, when 
made to nnderatand the danger toMex. prlsonera in Amer. hands. Thiawaa 
just before Fremont's arrival. July-Dec* Gov, Pico and Gen. Castro meet; 
news of capture of Mont.; Skirmish between Lieut. Maddox and Calif . ; Man. 
Castro has hia headquarters at S. Luis; capture of the place by Fremont, trial 
of JeauB Pico, etc. Thia voh, p. 144, 262, 282, 321, 362, 374-5. 1847, Man- 

ano Bonilla alcalde until Oct., when he resigned, aa he had tried to do in 

April; Qov. Ma^on offered to appoint auy one the people could agree on, bat 
there is no record of a new appointment. May SOtn, alcalde's regul. on sale 
of liquorB, etc- Mtmt. Arch.,m^., xiii 14^15. June 6th, Wm G. Dana at 
Nipomo complains of S, Luiaas a sink of debauchery, where the alcalde^s 
authority has no weight; Ind. are raiding, horrid murders aj*e reported, and 
farmers will have to quit their ranches it no military aid ia sent. Unb. Doc., 
MS., 1&S> Bonilla had made like complaints, and on June 16th was ordered 
by Gov. Mason to come to Mont., bringing three criminals and three witneases 
with him. Col. tt 2f. Mex^ 1850, p. 323. Aug. 24th, iuez ordered by gov. to 
turnover to the priest all the property held bj the padres at the raising of the 
U. 8. flatf. S. Luia Ob., Arch., MS., 5; BonUla, Doc, MS., 24-5. 1&48, Al- 
calde John M. !^ce, appointed by Gov. Mason Jan, 25th. He was first 
elected, but the gov. difiapproved the election, at the same time sending' the 
appointment S. Luis Ob., Arch., MS., 24; Cal, **? Mex. 1850, 462-3. Price 
wa2 accused by Miguel Avila of having stolen hia cow, and when P> waa made 
alcalde A. thought his case not improved, and he petitioned the aynnt of 
Mont, for a trial without the alcaldes intervention. Avila, Doc, H3-, 17-18- 
Feb., police regulations. 8, Luis Ob. , Arch., MB., 15-18. March 21st, gov. 
orders Price to organize an esped. against the Ind., ammunition to be sup- 
plied by the govt. Id.,2Z-A; CalAN,Mcx.lS50, 495^7 

S. T^iguel. 1846, mission in charge of the juez and padre at S. Luia 
Obispo. July 4th, estate sold, aa was claimed, to Petronilo Bios and Wm 
Reed; but very little ia known of the transaction. Beed lived here aince 
1845 or earlier, 1847. Sept., gov. orders that Reed be left in possesaion, & 
satisfactory provision for the priest being made, and the title being left for 
later settlement. BmiUla, Doc, MS., 24, 26; Ooi ds N. Mtx. 1850, p. 396, 
436-8. Nov, 30th, gov. orders that the S. Miguel Ind. be put in possession 
of luida granted them in 1S44. lb. 1848. Dec, marder of Eeed and family 
by a party of tramps, formerly soldiers. Reed entertained these fellows for 
eevet^l days with hia usual hospitality, but unfortunately revealed the fact 
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had charge as curate; but there is no record of events, 
or of the mission estate, v/hich apparently was never 
sold. At San Juan Bautiata the curate was Padre 
Jos^ Antonio Anzar in 1848, and there was probably 
no other resident priest during the period- Quintin 
Ortega and Jose Maria Sanchez were the municipal 

that be had qaite a large sum of gold in his posseasion. Laving recently re- 
turned from a trip to the minea where lie had sold a fiock of sheep. Leaving 
iii, Miguel the villaina went ooly to Sta Margarita, and after dark returned 
^-ndmurdoredall the occupants of the ex -mission, makingaheapof the corpses 
In one ol the rooms, and carirying off tho gold and other valuables. The vic- 
tima were Eeed, his sou aged 2 or 3 years, his wife Maria Aiitouia Valltjo, 
her unboni child, her brother Joe6 Hamon, Josefa Olivera a midwife who had 
uome to attend Mrs Eeed, her daughter aged 15 aiid nephew aged 4, an Ind- 
ian servant aged over 60 and his nephew of 5 years, and a negro eook. The 
murderers were apparently five in number, were pursued by a force of men 
from Sta Barbara uuder Lataillade, and were finally overtaken on the coast 
near the Ortega rancho. One of the number after being fatally wounded sliot 
Q.nd killed Ramon Rodriguez, who iitshly rushed upon the party; another 
junipcd into tho sea and was drowned; nnd tho other three, Joseph Lynch, 
Peter Kemer (or Kaymond), and Peter Quin, were executed at Sta B^bara ou 
Dec. 28th. Samuel Brenard is giveu aa the name of one of tho party not 
taken alive. Det^ls are given by Catarina Avila de Kioa, ^ecufrdos, MS., 
widow of Fetronilo Rios, Reed's partner, tlien living at Paso de Robles, and 
who buried the victims. StriieUr^s RecoU., MS., 195-9; Jajtasens, Vida, MS., 
207-0; SUi B., Lib. Mis., MS,, 42. 

S. Antonio. Xo record of any disposition of the estate in l$4(i. Thie voL, 
561; and no claim before the land coromieaion in later time*, except that for 
the church property as elsewhere. Doroteo Arabris in charge aa curate, but 
perbapa not living here continuously, from Feb. 1846. S. Antonio, Lib. Mie.^ 
MS., 26, Vicente P. Gomez, Lo Que Sabe, MS., 204-16, Bays that lie at the 
request of P. Ambris and with Gov. Mason's approval took charge during 
1847-8, gathered about 35 Ind. fam., raised good crops, but became tired of 
living alone exposed to the attacks of passing miners, and gave up the place. 

S, J"nau Bautiata, 1846, Juecea de paz, Qnintin Ort^a and Angel M. 
Ca&tro, with Joaquin Soto and Antonio Castro assuplcntea. After the Amer. 
occupation Matthew Fellom was appointed alcalde. CiUtf' Conq. Oal., 125- 
Chabolla ia also named In Nov. March 15th, juez Angel Castro aaksfor leave 
of absence. I>oc. Jlist. Gal.^ MS., iii, 135. Marcij, afiaira connected with 
Fremont's fiasco at Gavilan. Thia vol., p. 9-20. May 4th, sale of the orchard 
of 8. Juan to Ullivier Beleias^ques on acconnt of govt indebtedness. Hart- 
3nan^ff Bri^y 102-6. June-July, event© connected with the U. S, occupation; 
Castro's headqnarteraj Fr*^mont and Fauntleroy. This vol., p. 51» 231, 233, 
245,247-8, 254, 261. Oct., occupied by Maddos. Id, 290-4, Nov., Cal. 
battalion organized; fightat Kati^'idad. /(?,, 360-72. Eatolano Larios, Vida^ 
MS.^ 24, says that hia rancho, Palos de Lanza, was so named from the lanoe- 
shafta here obtained for the fight at iNaHvidad. 1847. Alcalde Jos^ Maria 
Sanchez. In Nov, Julian Uraua waa elected, and Gov. Mason, though de- 
claring the election null ajid void, appointed Ursfia; but U. seems not to have 
been willing to act, and Sanchez retained tho place. March, order that the 
mission property remain iu charge of the priest. This vol., p. 564. May, 
Deleisstquea aaka the French consul to reclaim for him the orchard granted 
hirn by Pico, but of which the U. S. govt baa disposaesaed him. Unb. Doc, 
MS., 287. 1848. Alcalde Josd M, iSanchez, March, Jos^ Castro buys De- 
leisttociuee^ titlcj and aaka to be put Ju possession, which Mason declines to 
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chiefs. The ex-mission orchard was sold in May 1846 
to OUivier Deleiss^ues, and though he did not obtain 
possession in 1846-8, his title was finally confirmed, 
Soledad was sold in June 1846 to Feliciano Sobe- 
ranes, who retained possession, and whose title was 
confirmed, The ex-mission has no other annals, I 

permit unleaa the prieat conaents^ as he probably wilL Unb. Doc^ MS,, 263, 
26S, 271; CaL A N. Mex. 1850, p» 490. 

Soledad. 1846. Sold Jane 4th to Peliciano Soberanea for $800, Hart- 
7nan'3 Brief, app, 110-13; St. Pap. Miss.f MS., xi. 66. There U no record 
for 1S47-B, but app&rentily Soberajiea was not disturbed in bis poseession. 
Gomez, Lo Que Sahe, MS., 217-18, aaya the buildinga were in mms, and it 
was a desolate looking place, having, moreoTcr, a bad reputation aa a place 
where travellers had to pay heavily for hoapitalitiea, and whero their horsea 
wure apt to be put astray, involving a com|>ensation for their recovery, 

Stft Cruz and Branciforte. 1846. Jtieccs do paz Jos^ Bolcof and Mace- 
donia Lorenzana, anplentes Guadalupe Castro and Roman Kodriguez. Jnez 
do cainpo Isidro SalazM*. On the American occupation Bolcof waa desired to 
continue in office, either alone or with John Hames, Larkin's Off. CorreBp., 
MS., i. 140-1; but apparently declined; and Joaeph L. Ttlajora was appointed 
in Aug. with Wm Thompson as 2d, and Lawrence Carmichael aa secretary. 
Jan. 21st, juez haa ^vcn the Castros possession of S. Andr^ lands, CaHro, 
Doc.t MS., u 281, at which tho juez of Mont» complains, /rf,, 283. March, 
lumbermen refuse to pay taxes. This v<A., p. 57. According to a resolution 

of the ayuBt. the town lands extand one league in each direction from the 

mission. Sta Crrtz Arch-^ MS., 109, All cEaunants must present their titles 
for inspection. Id., 103. April, killing of Henry Naile by James Williams 
at the house of Wm Buckle. The two men bad a quarrel about their prop- 
erty rights in the Sayante saw-mill, N*. being struck and challenging W. to 
fight a duel, perhaps threatenizig to kill him next day or on sight, Next day 
W,, concealed at Buckle's house, shot N, as the latter passed, and then gave 
himself up with the claim of having acted in soLf-defence. Witnesses ex- 
amined were Wm Buckle, Josepb. L. Majors, John Hames, Wm Blackburn, 
Jacob K. Snyder, Joaeph E. Foaier, and Williams, the teatimony being favor- 
able to W. The result is not given, but I think W. was acquitted, MonL 
Arch.^ MS,, V. 2-9. Graham claimed Waile's arms, but the juez refused to 
give them up. Doc. Hist. Cal.^ MS., ill. 171. April 15th, John Marsh and 
others inform Larkln of the af&dr, asking him to take stops to bring the mur- 
derer to justice. LarkiTi's Doc, MS., iv, 90. Jas W. Weeks, Eemin., MS., 
107-S, was coroner in this case. Jan., bnildiug and launch of the schooner 
Sta Orti^i built by Charles Roussillon for Pierre Sainsevain. S. Jos4 PioTteer, 
Aug. 2, 1S75. Oct. 15th, Maria en Gracfa Eodrigucz complains to Alcalde 
Majors that her sister-in-taw has slandered ber and her daughters; desires 
that she be made to give satisfaction, or be puuislied according to Ameri- 
can laws. Ski Cruz Arch. J MS., 33. Eanclio of S. Vicente granted to Bias 
A. Escamtlla, to whom it was later confirmed. Land. Com., no. 608. 1847. 
Alcaldes Majors and Thompson till June; later Wm Blackburn and Wm 
Anderson, Beginning of protectant worship, by Hecox, Anthony, and Dun- 
leavy. CaL Christ. Advoc, July 2, 1863; This vol.. p. 566. Mafoh, order 
that the miaaion remain in charge of the priest. Id., 5C4. June 21st, gov. 
sends to Blackburn his appointment, and directs him not to permit enoroSch- 
mente on Sainsevain's land. Col. t& iV. ^fex.J 1850, p. .332-3. Aug., Petiro 
Gomez, who murdered his wife on the 14th, was convicted before Alcalde 
Elackbnmand ft jury, and was shot by B.'s sentence on tbe 16th. Sta Cruz 
Arch., MS., 100; S. F. Calif.. Sept. 8th; S. R CaL Star, Sept. 11th. N"ov., 

a man for cutting the mane of A. Kodriguez'y horse was condemned to have 
HiflT. CiL., Vol. V. *i 
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find no definite record of any resident curate at Santa 
Cruz and Branciforte, where the successive jueceg 
and alcaldes were Josd Bolcof, Joseph L. Majors, and 
William Blackburn, with the aid of four councillors 
in 1848- The murder of Henry Naile in 1846, the 
esGcution of a wife-murderer by Alcalde Blackburn's 
order in 1847, with a municipal controversy and vain 
attempt to oust the famous alcalde ia 1848^ were 
prominent among local happenings, 

hja own hair cut cloae in front of the aJcalde^s office. WUUy^s Ceniea. Sk., 
25. Nov. 24th, the priest of Sta Cmz (not Damed] complained to gov, that 
the alcalde had been gianting lots belonging to the missioix; therefore the 
gOT. calls on the alcalde for his authority to do bo, and for documents and 
map to show that a town has been organized; otherwise he baa no right to 
dispose of knds, Cal. & N^ M&c. XS$0, p. 433-4. In later jeaia there were 
also charges that the priest (Anzar of S. Juan ?) had improperly disposed of 
some mission property. Unb. Doc^, MS.» 273-4. 1848, Blackburn and 
Anderson alcaldes* A. A. Hccox acting s^lcalde in Nov, March ISth, a 
town-oouncil elected, consisting of Jos L, Majors, Manuel Bodriguez, John 
Hamea, and Geo, W. Sirrine; approved by gov. on 24th on petition of citi- 
zens. They were to act as advisers to Blackburn. Sta Cruz ArcK^ MS., 108; 
t7"n6. Doc,, MS,, 340. April 28th, petition of J, W. Powell and 20 others 
for the removal of Blackburn and appointment of James Q, T. DnnleaTY u^ 
his place; also counter-petition of 134 citizens in Blackburn's favor, unh. 
Doc.t MS-, 7-9, 23< March 20th, council decides that the beach is the befit 
and only suital>le site for the town. Sta Crvz Arch-, MS., lOS, Oct., alcalde 
of Mont, complains that Alcalde Anderson refuses to obey his aummona to 
appear in a suit; and is instracted by the gov. that A. is subject to him and 
mast obey. CaL d: ff, Mex.j 1850, p. 675, 
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In local annals of 1846-8, as already explained, no 
estimates of population have been given, since no reli- 
able foundation for such estimates exists in contem- 
porary records for most of the settlements. In the 
aggregate there was a small gain in the Hispano- 
Californian population, which was slightly less in 
1845 and slightly more in 1848 than 7,000 souls. 
The number of foreigners has been given elsewhere 
as approximately a little less than 7,000. Probably a 
total of 14,000, or 7,500 and 6,500 for the two classes, 
would be as accurate an estimate as it is possible to 
make of the population in the middle of 1848. There 
were still from 3,000 to 4,000 es-neophyte Indians 
leading a somewhat civilized life at or near the towns 
and ranches, with perhaps nearly twice as many scat- 
tered among the gentiles. Estimates of the period 
have but slight value, but agree well enough with 
these figures in a general way. 
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San Francisco in 1846-8 was in some respects the 
most thriving town in California, its future greatness 
as coramereial metropolis of the coast being clearly 
foreseen even before the discovery of gold — an event 
destined to give the bay settlement an immediate de- 
velopment not dreamed of by the most enthusiastic 
citizen. In view of this latter growth, even the most 
petty local affairs assume an additioRal Interest and 
importance; and fortunately, besides the ordinary 
sources of information, we have two local newspapers 
from which to draw material Thus the aggregate 
of items is much more bulky here than elsewhere; 
but they are best presented, as in chapters devoted to 
other towns, in the form of a classified note. It is 
well to add here that in the Annals and the work of 
John S. HittcU we have two very satisfactory records 
already before the public, much more complete for this 
than for earlier periods of Saft Francisco history- I 
refer the reader also to the end of this chapter, where 
by means of a plan and accompanying notes I have 
attempted to give a clear idea of the town's develop- 
ment before the discovery of gold.^ 

'Summary of S. F, events, 1846. Jan-, Fr^mont*B visit on tlie way 
from N, Helvetia to Monterey. This vol, p. 3- Feb. 7th, Vice-consul Forbes 
thanks the receptor for having attended the funeral of the ^British subjecta 
interred yesterday/ Pinto, Doc,, Mti,, ii. 221-2, March 16th, Sub-prefect 
Guerrero to receptor, asking the loan of a Mex. flag, as he has to eater town 
with an armed force to publish a commnn. from the prefect. Id., 229* End 
of March, Lieut Talbot at V- B. to obtain supplies for Frdmont. This vol., p, 
22, April, visit of Gillespie on his way from Mont, to overtake Frtoont. 
Id., 28. May, Benito Diaz chosen delegate for the cenaejo general at Sta B. 
Id., 45. June 7th, QiUespio'B2d visit to get supplies for Fremont. Id., 102, 
126. June 15tli, news of the capture of Sonoma by the Bears; steps t^ken by 
Capt. Montgomery of the Portsmouth. Id,, 129-32. July lat, Sd, visit of 
Fri^mont, Somple, aad the Bears; spiking the guns at the presidio; capture of 
Eidley, Id,, 136, 177-3. July 9tb, Montgomery takes poaaessiou for the U. 
S. Id,,23S-Al. Julyllth, arrival of the British /twto. /t/., 240. July 31st, 
arrival of thr^ Brooklyn wi^ Brannan's Mormon colony. Id., 550-l< Aug.- 
Oct., local happenings, including a grand ballon Sept. Sth^an election on the 
18th, a grand reception to Com. Stockton on Oct. 5th, and the commodore's 
departure on the IStli, /rf,, 295-6. Nov., loss of the Warren's launch. Id., 
3S4. Dec, capture of Alcalde Bartlett by Sanchez, aad the resulting Sta 
Clara campaign in Jan. Id., 379 et seq. A Obristmas celebration mentioned 
in the Sac. Union, Jan. 1, 1873. 

Eventa of 1847. Jan. 9th, publication of the let newspaper, the Ca^for- 
nia Star, Jan. 16th, first news of the Donner party's peril. More definite 
news came in Feb. -March, and much apace was given to the subject in the 
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In the first half of 1846 San Francisco took locally 
but slight part in the political and military move- 
ments that were agitating the territory; yet it was 
here that Frdmont, having already captured the un- 
occupied San Rafael and shot three inoffensive Cali- 
fornians, accomplished the crowning achievement of 
his campaign by spiking the presidio guns and captur- 
ing that valiant Mexican chief Robert Ridley. Then 
the United States flag was raised in July, and in the 
same month the Mormons came to double the town's 
population. In December Alcalde Bartlett was cap- 
tured while engaged in a raid on the Californians* 
live-stock; and in January 1847 the first newspaper 
appeared. At this time steps were taken officially to 
prevent the permanent substitution of Yerba Buena 
for the town's original name. A chief motive was 

colunmB oS t'he Sdar natHJune, See also this vol,, p, 539. Jan. 23d, Alcalde 
Bartlett Usued the following order: ^Whoreas the local uamo of Yerba Bueaa^ 
as applied to the settlemeat or town of San Francisco, id -uokiiowii beyond 
the immediate diBtrict, and haa been applied from the local name of the covo 
on whicH the town ia baUt—^therefore, to prevent confusion and mistajiea in 
public documenta^ and that the town may have the advantage of the name 
given on tlie published maps, it ia hereby ordered that the name of San Fi-aa- 
ciaco ehall hereafter be used in all of&cial communicationa and public docu- 
menta or records appertaining to the town.' Published in the SUtr, Jan. 30th. 
BotH the order and the reasons given for it were proper and timely, Yet^ as 
has been often pointed out, one pha^eof the leading motive was not mentioned 
in the order; namely, that Franciaca, the rival tcwn on the Strait of Oarqnines^ 
waa likely to gain a decided advantage in the outer world by the resemblance 
of its name to San Francisco. Gen. Sherman^ Mem.^ i. 55-6, and in an oft' 
repeated newspaper interview, has something to say on the subject. ITiere 
was and haa been ever since much opposition to the so-called change on the 
part of the nnmeroua chisa wlio date the history of the state and city back 
only to the coming of American immigrants. The publishers of the Star^ 
though bitterly hostile to Semple and Benicia, kept the name Yerba Baena 
at the head of ita columns for a time> submitting to the inevitable under pro- 
test in the issue of March 20th, From Jan.-Feb, , three lawyers, Jones, Pick- 
ett, and Hastings, advertise in the Star, and in Feb. the first auction sale of 
goods is advertised by Bickson aaid Hay. Feb., visit of Gen, K.earny, who 
meets Mason and Watson, This vol., p. 436. March, meeting to protest 
against the lack of representation for the immigrant element in the proposed 
giivemor's council; Dunleavy nominated. Star. March 6th, arrival of the 
PerhiJia with part of K. Y, volunteers; arrival of the rest of the regiment 
March 19th and 26t}ion the Drew and Loo Choo. This vol., p. 513. April 
i7th, arrival of the Brutus; semi-monthly nia.il for S, Diego. Star. May 
132d, the Ccdifm^iau first appears at S. F., being transferred from Mon- 
terey. May 29th, a grand illumination in honor of Gen. Taylor's victory in 
Mesico. Star. June 8th, fire in the bush back of town, causing some alarm, 
Star of 12fch. June 14th, public meeting to protest against t'remont as gov. 
This voI-vPi ^^o. July 4tb, grand celebration, decoration of mon-of^war, 
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doubtless fear of rivalry on the part of Franeisca at 
the strait of Carquines ; but the action was most oppor- 
tune. It has been generally but inaccurately regarded 
and deplored as a change of name; but Yerba Buena 
was but a comparatively modern designation for a 
part of San Francisco; and to have taken from the 
great founder of the Franciscan order the honor of 
naming California's great city would have been a 
most unfortunate piece of barbarism. So far as 
events are concerned, there is nothing in the later 
annals of 1847-8 that requires further notice than is 
given in the note- Descriptive and statistical state- 
ments by visitors and residents appearing from time 
to time in books, manuscript reminiscences, and espe- 
cially in the Star and Californian, have considerable 
interest, a prominent element being that of enthusi- 

aalutea from gaiis oq aliip and shore, meeting at Bronm^s Hotels oration by 
Dr Semple. The Y, B. M. R. C, Scheirebach, orderly aergt, had called a 
meeting in advance to make arrangemeota. Star a>nd California^ oi the 10th, 
July, anniversary of raJBing U. S. flag in Cal. celebrated in a supper given 
byAlcalile Hyde at Sherreback'a house. CalifomiaTt, Jii\j lOth. Aug. 14th, 
the 5iar notes a ball at Brown's afew days before, Sept. , visit of Gov. Mason, 
with Maj. Rich and Lieut Sherman, entertained by a ball. This vol., p. 584. 
Sept., breaking up of the Mormon establishment, or diaaolutiou of the urm of 
Brannan & Co.; commissioners appointed to settle the business; and from 
this time advertisements appear of property for sale at S. F. and elsewhere, 
including the set of Harper's Family Library presented to the colony on leav- 
ing N, Y. Star, Oct. et seq. Oct., arrival of the Ist steamer for Leidesdorff. 
Thisvol., p. 575-81. Oct. 20tb,aficrcenorther, beaching several craft. Star. 
Nov., murder of D5mte by Beverley at Denike'a bakery. Star^ 20th. Rainy 
season act iu before the 3d. Calijbraian, Nov, ISth, first tlianksgiving din- 
nerof NewEnglandersat Brown's Hotel, presided by Admiral C. W. Wooster, 
ending with a ball. Besides the records in the two newspapers, E, C. Kem- 
ble wroto his recollections of the aflair 20 years later. S. F. BullGt'ait Deo. 23, 
1868. Dt'C 4th, call for first meeting of Odd Fellows at the Portamouth 
House; rcgularmeetinga later. Star. Jaji. 1, 1848, thcsloopStocl-^ow, Brigga, 
was advertised for regular tri-weekly trips to Sonoma March, discovery of 
gold first announced. May, capsizing oi Capt, Richardson's boat, drowning' 
5 persons; the gold fever raging in town. 

Descriptions, statistics, etc. {See plan and notes at end of this chapter. ) 
Yerba Buena is mentioned naturally by many visitors, both in print and MS.» 
but the descriptions and figures given are, as a rule, va^e, inaccurate, and 
of no real value. The general purport is that in 1S4G the place had from 25 
to fiO buildings, mostly shanties, and a population of from lOO to 200; but 
that in 1847-5 it had greatly increa&ed in size and ia activity- Most men- 
tions are not worth analysis here, though the reproduction of them all en 
masse, did space permit, would have some interest. Wm H. Davis furnished 
thej§. F. f7a/; of March 11, 1877, a list of about 50 persons residing at Yerba 
Buena in July 1846, representing a population of 150, with 23 buildings. Tho 
Stai- of Jan, 30, 1847, gives a slight description of the town and its Burronnd- 
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astic predictions respecting the town's future great- 
ness. A careful statement by Gilbert in August 
1847 makes the population 459; number of buildings 
137, of which half had been erected in the last four 
months; places of business 4L Before the gold-fever 
began to rage in May 1848, the number of inhabi- 
tants had probably increased to about 900 and that 
of buildings to 200. Many of these are shown on a 

inga, giving Y, B. a pop, of about 500, a gain of 300 in two years; it Ms rap- 
idly improving, and bida fair to rival in lapidity of progress the moat thriving 
town or city on the American continent. It is no doubt destined to be the 
Liverpool or New York of the Pacific/ Again, in the issue of March I3tlx, 
the Star indulges in enthusiastic prophecies. If labor asid lumber can be ob- 
tained^ from 300 to 500 houses will go up witiiin a year. There are many 
aimilaraiticles in both papers- Lieut Wiso in March, Los GrtTtgos, 70-1, 
found the population * composed of Mormons, backwoodsmenj and a few very 
respectable tradera from the U". H. Very rare it was to see a native^' Fris- 
bie, Bemin,, MS,, 30, Murray, Narr., MS.. 66-9, and others of the N, Y, vol. 
have something to say of the town as they found it la March. Fifty bouses 
built in the last months according to the Star of April 17th. James G. Ward's 
Diary contains many itema on local affaira from April. Hyde, Hiat^ FogIs, 
MS., 14-15, thinks that by June there were 600 inhab. The Star of Aug. 
28th and Sept. 4th contsins some comparatively careful statistics, which have 
often been republished^ aa follows: pop. in June, of whit<;a, escluaive of tlie 
N. Y. voluntecrg, 375, or 247 maks and 12S females, Ind. 34, Sandwich Isl. 
40, negroGS 10, total 459, Of the whites, 228 were bom in the U. S., 38 in 
Cal., 27 in Germany, ^ in England, 14 in Ireland, 14 in Scotland, 6 in Swit- 
zerlaiad, 5 in Canada, and 21 in various coantries. Increase during the past 
year about lOO per cent. Over four fifths under 40 years of age; 273 can 
read aud wiibe. The white males inclade 10 professional men, farmers 12, 
traders 16, clerks 13, navigators 7, laborers 20, hotel-keepers 8, 2^ carpenters, 
and 62 oth^r mechanics. Places of bnsineaa number 1 apothecary shop, 3 
bakeries, 2 blacksmith shops, 3 butcher shops, 1 cabinet-maker ahop, 2 car- 
penter shops, 1 cigar-maker's shop, 2 cooper ahops, 7 grocery stores, 1 gun- 
smithes shop, 2 hotels, 2 mills (horse and wind)» 2 printing-offices, I shoe shop, 
8 stores, 2 tailor shops, 1 watchmaker's shop, total 41. On April Jst thero 
were 31 frame buildings, 26 ailobes, and 22 shanties, or 79 buildings; at the 
end of August there had been added 47 frames, 1 L adobes, and 20 shantieSf 
total 79; grand total, 157 bnildings. ^8eo end of this chapter.) The writer, 
*E.Q.* (Edward Gilbert), 'cannot suppress a desire to say that S. F. is destined 
to become the great commercial emporium of the north Pacific coast,* not- 
withstanding the claims of Monterey and Benicia, Sherman, Mem,, i- 32-4* 
whose visit was in Sept., has much to say of the town, its lots, and its pros- 
l>ects. In the Cal'/oriiian of Dec. 3d appeared a dream on the future great- 
ness of S. F., signed 'Nifia,' and said to have been written by Mrs Larkin. 
It waa reproduced in ihaAfta of Sept. 14, 1851, and in other papers. About 
the end of 1847, the pop,, according to a school census, was 473 men, 177 wo- 
men, and GO school children, or 710 in all, with enough more to raise the total 
to over 80O. In the Alia of Feb. 17, 1867, A. D. Piper gives many interest- 
ing items abont S. F. in 1847, as ntCizad elsewhere. Sec also Parker's S. F, 
Directory, 1852-3; CoIville*s S. F. Directory, 1856; Ryan*s Jadfjes and Grim- 
inah; besides the Atmals of S. F.; and HUttlVe Hist, S. F. The Star of 
March 18th gives the pop. by school cenaus as 812, besides children too young 
for school. According to Ward's Diara, in March 1848 the town waa 3 timea 
as lai^ as in March 1347, having about 600 pop. The pop. at this time, at 
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plan at the end of this chapter. Until the coming of 
the Americang in July 1846^ Francisco Guerrero con- 
tinued to serve as sub-prefect, and Jesus No^ was the 
juez de paz. Under the military rule of the United 
States, Washington A. Bartlett was alcalde from 
August to February 1847; Edwin Bryant from that 
time till May; George Hyde from June^ aided — or 
embarrassed, as he viewed it — by a council of six — 
Glover, Howard, LeidesdorflF, Jones, Parker, and 

the newa of the gold discovery, according to tho AfinaU, 200, w^ about 850^ 
with 200 bnildinga. The Caf{fomia^ of April 26th gives 192 buildiugs and 
1,000 inl-abitanU. 

List of municipal ofBcere. 1846. Su1>prefe<!t, Frajiciaco Cruerrero until 
Jwly; FraBcisco de H&ro soroetuues acting tcn^porarily. A eecretary aaked 
for in Jan,| but no appointment given. Jneces de poz, appointed in l)ec. 
1845 for thia year by piifect at nomination of the gub-prcfcct, Jeaua Ko^ aad 
Joa^ de la Cruz Sanchoa, suplentea Vicente Miramontea and Robert Ridley. 
Ridley waa suspended early in April by the aub-prefect, on complfiiut of NotS, 
and fliflo on account of R.*a quarrels with Leidcsdorff, the two having a fight 
in Guerrero's presence. Uaitro, Doc^^ MS., ii. 60, The othera held otfiee till 
July. JohnO. Daviatreaaurer, Francisco Ramirezcolleetor; juecesdecampo, 
Caodelario Valencia, Joa^ M . Tlores, Rodolfo Miramontea, and Lesuidio Ga- 
lindo. all appointed Jan. 4th by a junta of the juec^ and auplentea. CofiirOf 
Doc, M3.. i 246. From tho occupaUoa by the U. S. on July ^h, there 
were no civil anthoritiefl until Aug. 26th, when Lieut Washington A. Bart- 
lett was appointed alcalde of the district. On Sept, loth the following were 
elected: alcaldes Bartlett and Jeans No6, treasurer John Roae, collector Petep 
T. Shcrreback. Seo this voL, p. 295. Nofi seoma not to ha-TC accepted the 
office, for from the date of Bartlett^s capture hy Sanchez in Dec, prohably 
by appointment of Capt. Hall on Dec. lOUi, George Hyde acted aa alcalde. 

1847. Alcalde Washington A, Bartlett (GJeo. Hyde acting until B.*b re- 
turn about Jan. 10th}, with J. G. T. Dunleavy os municipal clerk. Feb. 22d, 
Edwin Bryant was appointed alcalde by Gen. Kearoy, and took poaseaaiou 
the same day, Bartlett returning to hii naval duties. John C- Buchanan waa 
Bryant'a clerk. There is no mention of a 2d alcalde. Sherreback still con- 
tinued to serve ae ooHector, and preaumabiy Rose aa treaaurer, though I find 
no record. E. Ward Pell acted aa sheriff, in March-April at least. May 2d, 
Bryant offered his resignation, and May 28th Gov- Kearny appointed George 
Hyde to succeed him, Hyde assumed the office on June 1st. Frank Ward 
was acting alcalde during Hyde's al>a^^ll(^Q iu June, by temporary appointment 
of Major Hardie. Jasper O'Farrell waa appointed surveyor by the gov. on 
July 6tb at request of Leidesdorff and othera, dated June 28th, Council, or 
ayuntamiento, appointed by Hyde on July28thj W. A. Leidesdorff, E. A, 
Parker, J. P. Thompaon, P, T, Shcnc^ia<^k, J. E,03e, and B. R. Euckeiew. 
Council elected on Sept. 13th, Wm Glover, W. D. M. Howard, Wm A. 
Leideadorff, E. P. Jones, Robert A- Parker, and Wm S. Claj-k. Wm Pettet 
was secretary of the council^ having been the alcalde's sec. before, until Sept. 
27th, when E. P. Jones aocceeded him, being succeeded by W. F. Swaaey on 
Oct. 4th. lieidcadortf was mad© treaaurer. Oct. 2d, gov. appointed T. K. 
Leavenworth 2d alcalde. Oct. 11th tho council appointed Henry Smith and 
W. S> Thorp constables, Smith beingalso jail-keeper; baton iJec. 17th Thomas 
Kittleman wa^i appointed constable in place of the above. 

1848, Alcaldes Hyde and Leavenworth to the end of March. Ey gov- 
emor^a appointment of March 27th, John Townsend became 1st alcalde from 
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Clark — from September until March 1848; John 
Townsend from April to August; and T. M. Leaven- 
worth from September to the end of the year and 
later. The administration of municipal affairs in 
1847-8 was attended by continuous and bitter con- 
troversy, a prominent element of which was connected 
with charges against Alcalde Hyde preferred by citi- 
zens and members of the counci]. The merits of the 
quarrel are somewhat obscure, and the whole matter 
is too complicated for discussion here, even if I were 

April lat, Leavenworth atill folding his pUce, Council aa before, with E. C. 
Kerable a& aeeretarj from April lOth, From Jnne, Leavenworth, in Town- 
6end*8 absence, was acting let alcalde, Chaa V, Gillespie notary public from 
July 29th, Aug. 29th, 1\ M. Leavenworth chosen let alcalde; tiie election 
waa declared null, but at ct new election on Oct. 3d Leavenworth was reelected. 
At the san»9 time B. R. Buckelew and Barton Mowry were chosen members 
of the conneil in place of Glover and Leidesdorff, 

Municipal government and controversies. 1840- Jaji. 4th, aub-prefect 
to prefect, complains of lack of an office and a secretary; of the quarrels 
between Forbea, Leidesdorff, Eidley, and Hinckley, whom he has tried in 
vain to reconcile; and of troubles witb deserting eailorst whom the U. S. vice- 
consul will not permit to be confined. Castro, Doc., MS,, J. 25L Fob, 16tb, 
fianie to same, has many prisoners from aU parts of the partido, and the juez 
movesBlowly; wajita ft lot to build A houeecn the water Bide of the plaza, to b« 
used perhaps as a casa municipal. Id,, ii. 14. March 12th, is unable to borrow 
from the merchants the Uttle money needed to buy ammunition for the force 
about to march against a foreign foe. P{nU>, Doc, MS. , ii, 227> C» E. Pict- 
ett, Paris Expos., 13, claims to have declined the alcaldeahip. Ryan, Judges 
and Crim., 01, relates that at the lat election a reckless feliow, Joe Downey, 
clerk of election, managed by fraudulent tampering with the ballots to get 
himself elected alcalde, oat was arrested and carried drunk on board the Ports- 
mouth. 

1847- Jan,, C. E. Pickett, or ' Yerba Bueua/ in the Star aocueed Alcalde 
Bartlctt, the 'vaquero general,* of misappropriating town funds, faOing to 
have a sarvey made, etc., besides criticising the acting alcalde, Hyde, for 
such offences aa smoking in courL Thereupon Bartlett called on Oapt. Hull 
for an investigation, which waa made by Howard, Leidesdorff, and Guerrero 
as a committee, who completely exonerated the alcalde from having misman- 
aged ajiy part of the municipal receipts, amounting to $747. Btar, Jan. 9- 
30, 1847. Jan. 30th, discharge of fire-arms prohibited in t«wn. Feb. 17th, 
Com. Hull ajtnounces the restoration of civil authority. March, complaint 
of no post-oSico. April, gov. decides that the mnnic. auth. should provide 
an office for the alcalde outaide the building occupied by the military. May, 
Hyde^s appointment nrovoked much opposition, A public meeting was 
called, by a notice reading: ' The people's voice stiBed by intrigue. People 
of 8. F., rally for your ri^^hta! A majority has petitioned the gov, to appoint 
JohnTownsond. . .Geo. Hyde is appointed! Will you submit to this? The 
proclam. of Stockton gives you tho right of electing alcaldes. . . Assemble at 
Brown's Hotel this evening (May 30th), and assert your tights.' la Feb. 
there had been an altercation at a public meeting between Hyde and Dun- 
leavy on one side and Jones and Branuanou the other. Leidesdorff informed 
the gov, that tho opposition to Hyde came from the friends of Cal. independ- 
ence from the U, S.| supported by tho Mormoos, Maj. Hardie attended tho 
meeting of the 30th, and refused to permit an election, UTib. Doc, MS., 68, 



65& LOCAL ANNALS OF THE NORTH. 

disposed to take sides with either party. It is clear 
enough that personal enmities, business cliques, and 
newspaper rivalries were leading factors in the con- 
troversies; that the Mormon influence played no 
other part than that of hug-bear among the foes of 
that sect; and that there ivas a strong feeling in favor 
of election and against military appointment that 
would have rendered almost any appointed alcalde 
unpopular. Yet so much smoke is generally indica- 

109-lOi In June Hjde left town for Monterey, and his absence was pro- 
nonnced * culpable negligence,* etc., by the Star oi the ^Gtlj. Major Hardie 
reported that on acconnt of the prevalent diaordera he had appointed Ward 
to act as alcalde. tJnb. Doc, MS.» 12J). Hyde, however, declared to the 
gov. that the Mormons abuised him because he Bought to check their inrtu* 
enee. Id. ^ 105, On July 15tb the gov., just after H.*s visit, had written an 
order for the election of a council, but was called away and completed the 
letter on Aug. 15th, after the appointment of the 1st council, flo authorized 
tho alcalde to hold an election, or not, as he deemed best. Ccd. d; N. Mex. 
1850, p. 378-9. The appointment of July 2ath is recorded in tho Oaliforman, 
of the Slat. J. P. Thompson was sec. The alcalde at a mectiiig aaid he ha<l 
proposed the council to the gov., who had not objected. At the election of 
Sept. J3th 200 votes were cast; tho judges were V\oget, Leavenworth, and 
Robert Gordon; the clerka W, F. Swasey and W. Hood. The unsuccessful 
candidates for councilmen were Everhart, J, S. Lincoln, C. L, Eoss. Stephen 
Harrisi B. S. Lippincott^ Wm Pettet, John Sirrine, E- H, Harrison. Id.^ 
Sept. 15th. A notice of the election bad been published in the papet^i, both of 
which approved the measure^ and later the men chosen. At the first mectipg, on 
Sept. 16th, Howard, Jones, and Clark were appointed a committee to frame 
a GiAe of laws. At tho next meeting, on the 21st, tho code was reported and 
adopted; then came trouble. Dr Jones moved to appoint a com. of 5 citi- 
zens to investigate tho affairs of the alcalde's ofBco, an alteration of the 
records, ' an enoniious outrage,* having been charged in the Star of Aug. 21st, 
and there being other charges; but Hyde protested warmly, and after a worily 
altercation the meeting was adjourned without tho appointment of the commit- 
tee. An incorrect report was furnished the papers, both of which disapproved 
Hyde's action, though the CalifomiaTir of Sept. 29th published a defensive 
letter, in which H. denied having prevented a full investigation. At the 
meeting of the 24th the matter was taken up, and tho council made itself a 
com- of investigation against the vote of Jones and Glover. The citizens 
also, through Ward, Brannan, and Itoss, sent charges to the gov., with a 
petition for H. 'a removal; and Mason on Oct 1st ordered the council to make 
an investigation. Ccd. tfc N, Mtx. 1850, p. 3(>l-2. There is no record of 
progress in the investigation during the rest of the year; but the SUtr con- 
timied to make charges, and the Califo^^n^inj whilo di^^osed to criticise the 
council for itui-ction, to publish Hyde's letters, which hnalty brought out in 
the Star of Oct. 30th a collection of letters from Branoan, Folsom, Pickett, 
and Koss, Clearly there was a bitter quarrel, hut as to its merits we are 
left for the most part in darkness, 

1843. In Jan.-Feb. there are but slight indications of the continnance of 
the controversy, and none at all of the investigation supposed to bo jn prog- 
ress. The two papers continued to snarl at each other, the Cal\forniaii crit- 
icising the council, which was mildly defended by the Star. Hyde found it 
necessary to deny his alleged owuership in the former paper. Charges w^re 
made against LeidesdorfF, the treasnrer^ provoking several letters and edito- 
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tive of more or less fire, and in view of the character 
of some of the accusers and the earnestness of their 
doubtless exaggerated statements of prevalent law- 
lessness, it is perhaps necessary to conclude that 
Hyde was not altogether a model alcalde- Much 
opposition was also developed against Leavenworth, 
though it did not produce defiuite results until after 
the end of the period now under consideration, 

riola, aad a resolution for investigation in the counciL Early in March, 4 of 
the 6 councilmen eent an undated requcat to the gov, to rcmovo Hydo, im- 
plying that the chargeis against him had been suhatantiated; hut the gov. re- 
quired Bometliing more definito, ^larch 9th, Hyde to gov., declaring the 
charges slanderous and fully refuted; but tiie council are not ^entleniou 
enough to retract the aocusations. There ia a hitter feehng against him on 
the part of certain men; Leidesdorff, formerly his friend^ has turned against 
him; he ie diaguated with bis thankless position, and wishes to come to Mon- 
terey aud resign, Similar request on the ilth, Unb. Doc.^ MS., 41-2, 27 -S» 
March 10th, prominent citi^^ns, including Fourgeaud, Jones, J, G, Ward, 
Brannan, Howard, W. H. Davia, E. H. Harrison, LeideadorfF, C- L. Eoas, G, 
W, Whittock, Henry Melius, etc., petition the gov. for the remoral of Hyde 
and Leavenworth, and the appointment of Townsend and Buchanan. Thoy 
represent the town as in a disgraceful state of disorder; bloody afcreet-fights 
of almost daily occurrence; the aJualde defied, publicly insulted on the bench, 
not daring to endanger his personal safety, and moreover, the open associate 
of tho worst characters. Another petition of the BSme date supports Town- 
aend's claims. Same date, LeidosdorlT, in a private letter to the gov-, expLaina 
that the accumulation of testimony has changed his opinion of Hyde, who is 
responeible for all thelawlesanesa, prevents the council from effecting reforms, 
is suspected of being the author of scurrilous articles in the California^, aud, 
like tho professional gamblers McDougall aad Lippincott, is the writer^a per- 
sonal foe on account of his efforts to suppress gambling. (Jnh. Doc., MS,, 29- 
32- March 18th, Jonea and Leidesdorff of the council to gov. , declaring that 
Hyde prevented the progress of the investigation by legal quibbles and long 
crosa-exaxnination of witnesses on matters foreign to the case, continued for 
2 months, until the patience of the investigators waa exhausted, tho accusers 
withdrew from the prosecution iu disgust, and the witnesses went hotiie; yet 
2 of the charges were fully sustained by the evidence and were admitted by 
the accused, viz.: 1st, changing numbers on tho town map; 2d, granting lo(^ 
to later applicants, ignoring the rights of earlier ones. Of the council. Glover 
and Howard, through sickness and absence, have not been present at meet- 
ings; Parker thinks he has said enough in the earlier report, and Clark de- 
clines to unite with J. and L, ; therefore, only these two sign, and they ask 
the gov, to treat the report as a 'private conimnnication'I Id., 39-40? Calif., 
Apr, 5th. March ]9th^ 20th, Hyde to gov., complaining that, despite liia 
efforts to have the investigation completed, nothing has been done for months; 
tho council has acted most unjustly by waiting so long before recommending 
hia removal; they are influenced solely by personal enmity; but ho tenders 
his resignation as ho has done before, and recommends th^t the alcalde in 
future have nothing to do with the council, which should choose its own pieaL- 
dent. March 20th, Clark to %oy.^ dissenting from tho views of the 4 couiteil- 
men against Hyde, as not supported by evidence. Unh, Doc., M.S., 171-3, 
80-1. The Star of the 25th has an editorial against Hyde, who had gone to 
Monterey to influence the gov. in his own behalf. The Calif, of the 22d had 
an editorial against tho proceedings of the council, also noting H.'s departure 
to consult the gov. Also on the 2jth, the gov, replied to Leidesdorff and 
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Town lots to the number of about 1,200 were 
granted or sold for the benefit of the municipal treas- 
ury during the three years; at first for purposes of 
actual settlement, under condition of fencing and 
building; later without conditions, though still at 
nominal prices of |12 and $25 each for lots of 50 
and 100 varas; and finally at auction, the purchasers, 
especially of beach ^nd water lots, being for the most 
part speculators who paid in some instances as high 

JoueSt decliniag to treat their coiuinun. as 'private,' or to remove Hyde, aa 
no proper inveatigation had been held and no details of testimony had been 
furnished. This corresp, was pubhsLed iu the CalifornkiTt, of AprQ 5th, with 
an editorial favorable to Hyde, But as we have seen, on March 27th Hyde^s 
resignation was accepted and Townaend was appointed. In Ilia Hist. Facia, 
MS-, 16-26, Hyde^ in reply to the statements of Jones and Leidesdorff, and to 
that of the Anncdi of 8, F\, 201, that 'some 9 or 10 charts of a criminal na- 
ture were made, only twoof which were established by proof/ denies positively 
that these two chargea were substantiated, or that iJiey were ever admitted 
by himseli; and he gives copies of letters from W. D. M. Howard, R. A. 
Parker, and W- S. Clark of the eouncil, written in 1855 in reply to his own let- 
tors, and con&ming his statement that he was completely exonerated from the 
2d charge, whilo the Ist one was not ' esUblished by proof.* In June-Ang-, 
Alcalde Townsead went to the mines, and the citizens sent petitions to have 
Ed, Gilbert, and lator J. D. Hoppe, appointed 1st alcalde. The gov, declmed 
to make an appointment, but on Ang, 7th directed tho 2d alcalde to hold an 
election, at which on Aog. 29th Leavenworth waa elected by 99 votes against 
76 for Hoppe. K. H. Dimniick, Wm Evans, and John 9. Nonis were the 
jadgea. On the same day Howard, W. H. Dayia* Jones, and 40 others pro- 
tested to gov. against the election aa illegal, and the gov. on Sept. 4th sus- 
tained their view, on the grounds that snffioicnt notice had not been given; 
that the franchise had been limited to the town, whereas it extended to the 
district; and that Mexicans aad other classes of residents had been denied 
the right to vote. He ordered a new election, with at least 3 weeks' noticOj 
and named Howard, Gillespie, Dimmick, Clark, and J. C Ward as judges. 
Unh, Doc., MS., 73-4, 10, 78-80; Col. A N'. Mex. 1850, p. 568, 593, 661-2. 
Sept, Sth, 29 citizens ask for an election for 2 couucilmen. Uvh. Doc^ MS., 
158. Sept. IGth, gov. orders the election of councilmen to take place on the 
same day as that for alcalde, Oct. M. Gal. <& N. Mtx. 1850, p^ 607- Sept. 
22d, Leavenworth to gov., has advised his friends to give Hyde, Eoas, etc., 
' ample rope to hang themselves with. * Their assertions will he proved false. 
Unb. Doc, 36. Of the 2d election, at which Leavenworth was reelected, I 
have no other record than that in the Aivrtals of S. F., 206, where it is stated 
that 158 votes only were cast. There seema to have been no further serious 
controversy before the end of the year, thongh trouble waa brewing for 1849. 
Pneblo lands. Beyond the fact that the alcaldes conti.nued to grant lots, 
there was nothing in developments of 1846-8 which had any special bearing 
on the town's claim to 4 leagues of laud, or the great qaestion of later litiga- 
tion. Wheeler*s Land Titles iaS^ K contains, besides an excellent rfeum4 of 
laixd annala down to the date of publication in 1S52, lists of about 1,200 lots 
granted to private owners in J846-8, dates, lots, grantees, and grantors being 
specified. 1S4C, There liad been 61 lots granted previously at Verba Buena, 
and 18 were granted before Jnly 9tl], making 79 at the end of Mex. rule; 
while in July-Dec. there were 39, or a total of UG at the end of 1846. These 
grants were made according to the Vsoget survey of 1S39, and with the con- 
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as $600, During the earliest phases of the 'flush 
times' before the end of 1848 some of the lots on 
favorite corners changed hands for $10^000; aad 40 
years later many then not deemed desirable are worth 
more than a million each; while four miles beyond 
the limits of OTarrell's survey lots sell from $6,000 

dition of feuciog and ballding on tlie lois within a year. Oct. 8th, Larkin, 
GrimeH, and Wm H, Davis petition Com, Stockton for land on the water BJde 
of Montgomery St. for a wliarf. LavUn's Doc, MS., iv. 303> 

I$47> Total no. of lots granted 702, of which 243 were water-lota obtaiaed 
like many others for speculative purposes, being beyond the limits of actual 
improvements. Total no, at end of the year &7d. Jan, IGth^ the Star in an 
editorial advised the people that no title to beach and water lota could in aay 
way be obtained; hut at^ed that the lots on^hb to be sold for the bene£t of: 
ttte towD^ and hoped this would be rendered legally possible. At a public' 
meetiDg in the plaza on Feb. loth, enlivened by harsh words between Parson. 
Dunleavy and Editor Jones, resolutions to tho above effect were adopted. 
Siar^ Feb. 20th. Accordingly, Gov, Kearny, who probably had no authority 
to do anything of the kind» on March 10th proceeaed to * grant, convey, and. 
release * to the town all the title of the U. S. in the beach and water lota 
between Fort Montgomery and the Rincon, except lota to be selected by army 
aod navy officers for government use, the lota to be sold at auction for the 
beneSt of the town. CW» *t JV. Mex. 1850, p. 291, often repeated elsewhere. 
Kalleck, Heport, 123-4, regarded tbia as an order for the selection of lands? 

needed by the goTt* and a release of U. S. title to the reat» if the lot^ weref 

within the limits of tije town — not as a laud grant by a territorial gov-- 
emor. March 16th, Alcalde Bryant announced the sale for June 29th, and 
Jaaper OTarrell was employed to make a survey for the purpoaej terms one' 
fourtJi cash, and one fourth ia 6, 12, and 18 months, with interest at 10 per 
cent. ra%o, i)oc.,MS.,-xii. 232; 8. F. Ca^. 5'iar, March 20tli and following 
nos. Feb. Jst^ W. S. Clark applied to the gov. for a confirmfttion of his title 
to the lot on Broadway and Battery, where be was to build a wharf ; but tho 
gov. said he had given up all authority in the matter, though recommending 
the grant to tho local authorities. CaL i' N. Mex. 1850, p. 297-8. Similar- 
reply to Wra Pettet. Jd.^ 301-2. Advertiaemcoit of sale in Oali/omiart from 
May 23d. Juno 21st, Gov. Mason decides, in the case of Buckelew, that any 
loss Bustaiued by an owner by clianges in the streets should be paid by the 
town, but that other (beach) land cannot be granted in compensation except 
by public auction. Oal. di N, Mex. 1850, p. 333. June 23d, gov. orders Maj. 
Hardie to select the lots needed by the govt for custom-house, wharves, etc. , 
before the sale. Id., 339-40. The E-iueon site of the later marine hospital 
was also resen/ed uuder thia order. By advertisement of July 10th the sale 
of beach- lots was postponed to July 20th. lu the newspapers of July also 
holders of M^. titles to lots, who had not complied with the conditions, were 
ordered to present their titles at the alcalde's ofijce. The aalo took place July 
20th-23d, when nearly 250 lots, each 45 x 137i feet, were sold. The beach- 
lots brought as high as |600, while water-lots sold from ^ to $400. The 
results announced iu the Calif, and Star of July 25th. Hittell, Hht. S. F.y 
114, says that all those between Clay aud Sacramonto streets were reserved 
for possible public uses, and sold 6 years later at an average of $12,000 eaelt. 
Aug. 23d» I^rkin says houao-lota in S. F. have increased 500 per cent. Off. 
Corre&p.f MS., ii. 120-1. Sept. 22d, charge from citizens that the records had 
been tampered with, some 20 grants having been craaed for some informality- 
Colifomifm* Something baa been already i^aid ou this subject. Hyde, iu bin 
Hisi. FadSt MS., admits that some errors of his predecessors were corrected 
on the map, though not by him; and Whooler*a lists show opposite many num- 
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to $10,000- In 1846, tut for buildings and fences 
vaguely outlining unnamed streets on a small area, 
there were no public improvements; but in 1847 the 
region extending some half a mile in different direc- 
tions from the plaza was surveyed and mapped by 
Jasper O'Farrell, street names being permanently 
fixed- Gradually, as needed^ a few streets were graded 

bora Buch notes as 'erasedT deed Toid, not taken out aa required bylaw, Geo, 
Hyde,* Meanwhile, O'Farrell^H survey cKtendfng over land aa well &a water, 
and far beyond the limits of Vioget's survey, lota were granted, about 500 in 
number^ at $12 each for SO-vara lota, and S23.t»2 for lOO'Vara lota, of which 
few were gnmted, Sept. 27th, council decides that hereafter lot^ ahall not 
be forfeited for failure to fence and build, all couditioiisboingremoved. Star, 
Oct. 2d. Sept 30th^ gov. to alcalde, orders not to grant any more lots BOuth 
of Rincon Point and east of a certain line. CcU. <& jV. Mex. 1350, p. 3tJl. 
Oct. 11th, council ratifies the action of the alcalde in having granted niore 
than one lot to one person. Star, Oct. J6th; €al\f., Oct. 13th. Oct. 28th, 
council orders that hereafter all lot^ on land or water must be sold atauctioti. 
Star, Oct. 23d. Nov. 22d, 0. E. Pickett, two citizens, and a soldier, pe- 
titioued the gov. to appoint a special court to settle laud titles in S^ F. Ja 
scheme which Gov. Mason on Dec. 14th declared impracticable, Cah *t- N. 
Mtx. 1850, p. 470. 1848. ToUl no, of lots granted this year, 388, making 
1,266 in all; B6 were of the beach and water lota, 300 of the 50-vara survey, 
10 of the J 00' vara survey (below Market St), 17 lOO-vara lots in the region of 
the la|^00D, 3 at North Iteach, and 10 at Clark^s Point. Jan^ 5th, advertise- 
ment of sale of the rest of the water-lots at auction on Feb. 1st; postponed to 
1st Monday in March. Star, Jan 8th, Feb. 3d. I find no record of the sale, 
and the 3ti lots appear on Wheelor^s list as having been ^granted on petition* 
to W. S. Cl^-k and W. C. Parker on Sept. 9th and 2Dth. In connection with 
the plan at the end of this chapter^ some additional items on the location of 
the earlier grants may be found. 

Streets and public improvements. . See plan and notes at end of this chap- 
ter. The survey made hy Vioget in 1839 has already been mentioned. By 
it lots were grajited throughout 1846, but it gave no name to streets. In Jrni. 
1846 Jacob B. Snyder obtained autborifcy from the sub-prefect to survey 
lauds — chiefly outside of the town, perhaps— for the owners. Doc. Hist. Cat., 
MS.T i^i. 48. Bat of the results in town, if there were any, nothing is known. 
I have found no definite record of the naming of streets at first, hut evidently 
Montgomery, Kearny, Clay, Washington, Jackson, and some other leading 
streets were named in 1846, after the raising of tho U, S. flag in July. In Oct. 
Lartin and others petitioned the gov. for land on Montgomery St for a wharf, 
but nothing was accomplished. Except a general outlining of streets by fences 
and buildings on a part of the lots, and tha wooden brii^e over the neck of 
the lagoon, there were no street improvements before the end of 1846. At 
the end of the year or beginning of 1847 the necessity of a new survey was 
agitated at a public meeting ajid in the Star, but there was a general disagree- 
ment about what to do and how to pay for it. In Feb., however, a Yerba 
Bneaa corresp, of the Htmoltdu Friend, v, 84, writes that a man was then en- 
gaged in surveying the place and laying out streets; also that there was a hope 
of having a wharf in a few months. This may have been O'FarreU, who was 
perhaps already at work making a soini-ofhoial extension of the Vioget survey. 
The result W'aa probably a map signed by Alcalde Bartlett Feb. 22d, and pre- 
served in the Sacramento State Library and S. F. hall of records, a photographic 
copy of which is described in the Alto- of Feb- 27, 1875. It covers the tract 
incladed between Vallejo, Powell, and Sutter streets. Powell St has no 
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through sand hills to the water front. On one occa- 
sion it was resolved to open California Street from 
Kearny to the bay^ at a cost of §150. The only 
other improvements were the fiUing-up of the lagoon 
at the corner of Jackson and Montgomery streets, 
and the construction of two wooden wharves at the 
foot of Clay and Broadway streets, respectively, rep- 
resenting at that period rival sections of the town- 
name; Battery is Battery Place; Sansome ia called Sloat; Pacific ia Bartlett; 
Sacramento is Howard; there ia no Piue St betweea Bash and CaJifornia; and 
Dupont and Stockton are reversed, Dapont being farthest west. The lota 
and grantees seem not to agree in all caees with those indicated on the later 
gni^vey. The lot at the s, e. cor. of Vallejo and Sanaomo ia marked aa the 
craveyard- The Californian of July 24th mentions this buriaLplaco on 
Sansome and Broadway^ calling attention to the neoeasity of selecting a n^w 
place. And accordingto the j^S^of Feb- 4, 1851, Anderaonof thoN. Y. toI., 
who died in Sept., was buried far out of town in the North Beach region, this 
being the beginning of a new cemetery, which already in 1S51 was in process 
of destruction. O'Farreirs regular survey of tho town was begun probably in 
March, though perhaps Tirtually a continuation of earher work aa above, and 
completed in Aug., in connection with the ^le of water-lots. It included 
three divisions, the beach and water lots between Clark^s Point and tlje 
Eincon, the lOO-vara survey south of Market St, ajid the 50-vara survey ad- 
joining the original Yerba Bueaa> Saya Hittell, OTarrell's aorvey cov«rad 
*au area of about SOO acresp His map included the district bounded by the 
lines of Post, Leavenworth, and Francisco atreetfl and the water front, and 
touth of Market St it showed four full blocks fronting on Fourth St, a*jd 
11 full blocks fronting on Second St. There were besides a few fraetioiral 
blocks. O'P. disliked many things in Vioget's little survey, but some ho 
could not change. Kearny and Dupont streets were too narrow, but these 
could not bo widened without an expense of sever^Ll thousand dollars, which 
nobody wanted to incur. It waa considered indispensable, however, that the 
acute and obtuse angles of V.*s lots should be corrected, and to do this a change 
of 2i degrees was necessary in the direction of some of the streets. This 
transferred the situation of all the Iota, ^nd waa subaequently called ^*0*F&r- 
rell's awing" of the eity. For years, on account of the swing, buildings were 
to be seen ^t various places projecting a little beyond the general line of the 
street* The comer of Kearny and Waa-hingtou streets was the pivot of the 
swing, and the main monument or starting-point was established there. The 
new maip gave to the streets the namea wliich they now have/ Hist. S. F., 
114-lS. Lota granted before the end of 1316werechiefly in the tract bounded 
by California, Stockton, and Broadway streets and the water front, 27 lota 
within this apace remaining unsold; south of California only 7 lota bad been 
sold, west of Powell 17, and north of Vallejo 13. In Sept. 1847 the council 
appointed a committee to consider the subject of building a wharf; and in 
Oct. the construction of two wharves waa ordered, $10,000 being appropri- 
ated to that at the foot of Clay St, and ^,000 to that on Broadway, which 
was to be 10 X 150 feet. The Olay-St result was ridiculed in the OcUifomian 
of Kov. 10th aaa 'monument to the folly of the town,^ fortunately not strong 
enough to last through the winter; but it was decided to extend the wharf to 
49x647 feet, at accst of $11,000, forwhich $1,000 was appropriated Nov.27th. 
The Broadway structure *took a start seaward' in Dec, but $2,000 more was 
appropriated, and the work went on slowly till suspended in Jan. 184S for 
lat^ of funds; and in Feb. all wharf work was ordered to be stopped, except 
BO far as material was on hand for the Clay-3t structure. The last we hear of 
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A private school was opened by J, D. Marston ia 
April 1847; after much agitation of educational proj- 
ects by eitizGDS and press a school-house on the plaza 
was completed in December; and finally a public 
school under Thomas Douglas as teacher was open 

tlia wliarvea before the §oM escitemeat ia a record of variona 'reporta of 
progress,* not unmixed with proteats, in April; for beaidoa the usual *iohs,' 
there was much rivalry between property owners of the Vld town' and those 
at Clark*a Point, Meanwhile^ the project of filling up the lagoon had been 
agitated siuoo October, and work had been actually baguo near the corner of 
Montgomery and Jackson in Jan., the widening of Montgomery St at tl^t 
point Delng favorably considered. In Oct. O'ParreU was paid $300 on account 
lor his labora as eurveyor; and ncfiotia-tiona with him were opened to run the 
town boundary after the completion of the aurvcy. Jn Nov. the council de- 
cided to open Broadway from ^ansome to tbe bay, and California from 
Kearny to the bay, the appropriation being $150. The sum of f 2,000, soon 
increased by $500, waa appropriated in Jan. 1843 for general street improve- 
ments. In April Gerke took a contract to grade Paciho Street, and it was 
resolved in March to complete the work, citizeus being allowed to work out 
their iadebtadnoaa to the town. In March there were also petitiona for mov- 
ing fences to correspond with the survey^ and for opening Jaekaon St to San- 
some; but only reporta of progress in April appear as resullo. 

Education. I find no record of any school in operation *yc even proposed 
in 1846, under either the Kexicau or American rale. But the S/iar of Jan. 
16, 1847, urged the importance of attending to edacational interests, having 
counted 4.0 children in the streets who ought to he in school, A lot and $50 
in money were editorially offered. Id the next number, Jan, 23d, aaubscrip- 
tion and a public meeting were proposed. A meeting was held and a com- 
mittee of o appointed; hnt nothing more waa accomplished, as appeara from 
editorials in the same paper of Feb. 6th and March 6bh. According to the 
AnnaU, 677, a private adiool waa opened in April by Marston^ a Mormon, as 
Fitzgerald} Bduc. in OaL, MS., 2, states, though there was no such Mormon 
ia the Brooklyn colony; but I lind no detxnite information about this schooL 
In July and Aug. both Star and Cal}fomkifi continaed to ^tate the matter, 
and it wa^ complained that the lot selected had been granted by the alcalde 
to private ownership. In June, however, LJeut Ed. Gilbert had taken a 
census ahowing 120 persona under 20 yeaca, and 56 between 5 and 15 years, 
'S'tor^Aug. 2Sl£. At a council meeting of Sept. 24th, Leideadorff, Glover, and 
CJark were appointed a com. on the building of a achool-houso. They re- 
ported progress on Oct. 4th, and were empowered to receive sealed bida, 
which were opened on the llth, and that of Mr Stark accepted. Its comple- 
tion waa announced in the Star of Dec. 4th, though with a complaint of the 
conncira lack of energy aa likely to defer the opening of a school, and another 
that 'the nut-brown of red-wood lumber ia not aumciently fanciful for San 
Francisco, ' and the appearance of the exterior should he improved. Alao 
mention ia the CaJifomian of Dec. 29th. The Annals^ G75, has a view of the 
structure. On Feb, 1, 184S, at a public meeting preaided by E, H. Harrison, 
witii E. C. Kemble aa soc, Brannan, Roaa, and Harrison were chosen as a 
committee to canvass the town for scholara, select a teacher, and suggest to 
the council the propriety of ordering an election of 5 school commiaaionops. 
Star, Jan. SOth, Feb. iith. On Fob. 14th tbe council ordered an election for 
the ^Ist, when Fourgeaud, Eosa, Townsend, John Sirriue, and Wm H. Davia 
were chosen aa trnatees. Id., Feb. 19th, 2Sth. They advertised for a teacher 
on March 1st, Id., March 4th, The council on the 17th appropriated $400 
for the payment of a teacher; and on April lat the school was announced to 
begin on the 3d, under Thomas Douglas, a graduate of Yale; tuition $5 to f 12 
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in April and May 1848. Besides the weekly meet- 
ings of the Mormons there was no regular religious 
service at San Francisco until November 1848, when 
Rev. T, D. Hunt, presbyterian, was employed as 
town chaplain; but there had been occasional preach- 
ing by naval chaplains and others; and in May 1847 
a sabbath school was organized through the agency 
of Oregon methodists, with J. H. Merrill as super- 
intendent. The California Star, San Francisco's 
first newspaper, was published by Samuel Brannan, 
with E, P. Jones and E. C. Kemble as successive 

per quarter. The opening was as announced. Id., March Idth^ Apr. Istj Stii. 
On May 2d the council declared the tnig-tees ille^Uy choaeo, and ordered a 
new election on the 13th, when L. "W, Hastings, Ross, Davis, Bramian, and 
Fourgeaud wore ehoaen. /tJ., May 6th, 13th, 2(>th. Meanwhile the school 
continued prosperously enough under the car© of Douglas, until perhaps tbe 
early part of June, when the gold excitement eeems to have carried patrons, 
trustees, and finally the teacher to the mines, and educational matters were 
neglected imtil 1S49, though in Nov. an advertisement for a teacher appeared 
ia the Sttir and CaUfornian. 

Church aJid religious af^irs. In 1846, the priest at the mission remained 

OH duty until the raising of the U. g> flag; and subsequently prieata from 

abroad occasionally visited Dolores; but there was never aaay catholic service 
at YerhaBuena. Brannan and other Mormon elders held religions aervicea 
at private houses every Sunday from the time of tlieir arriviil in July. There 
is no record of any protectant service in 184^, though it is not impossible that 
fiuch service may have been performed on some occasion by a chaplain of the 
na^^al force. On May 8, 1847, at a pnblia meeting, Hov. T. M. Leavenworth 
(episcopalian) urged the importance of a church, presenting a document for 
the signatures of those interested; and a committee was named to carry the 
matter further. Siar^ May 8th. It does not appear that anything was ac- 
complished aa a result of this effort. But on the IQth Rev, James H. Wilber 
of the Oregon. methodist mission, a passenger on the Whiton, organized a sab- 
bath school, which was addressed by Leavenworth, included a promising 
class of kanakas, was put in charge of J. H. Merrill as superintendent aJid 
J. D. Marston as secretary, and was to meet every Sunday forenoon at the 
alcalde's office. Rev. Wm Eoberta, superintendent of the Oregon missions, 
promised a library aa soon aa the booKs could be found in the hold of the 
veaaeL Id. , May 22d. In the same paper of July 24th preaching by Newell, 
chaplain of tho Ind^etidencej was announced for the next Sunday. Ward in 
his i>iary, in 1848, notes that *Capt. L, H, Thomas, a most estimable Welsh 
gentlemen, reads prayers every Sunday in the school-house, and Mrs C. V. 
Gillespie has organized a Sunday-school, the first on the Paci^c Coast/ lu 
October 1849 Rev. 1\ D. Hunt, presbyteri^, arrived from the Sandwich Isl- 
ands, and from Nov. 1st oilioiated at the school-house aa cliaplain of the 
town, at a salary of $2,500. Annals, f»88. 

Newspapers, On the BrooUyn^ in July, arrived tho press, type, and gen- 
eral outfit of the I^rophet, a Mormon paper that had been pubUsEied in N. Y. 
by Samuel Brannan, who doubtless intended to continue its puhlication as a 
church organ in Cal. This became undesirable as soon as it was revealed 
that Cal. waa not to be the promised land of the Mormons; but the plan of 
publishing a newspaper was not abandoned. It is said by Hittell, Hist. S, 
F.f 109, that a sheet of printed matter describing Taylor's victory in Texaa 

HrsT. Cal., Vol. V. i2 
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editors from January 9, 1847, to June 10, 1848. The 
Califomian, transferred from Monterey, was published 
and edited successively by Hobert Semple, B. R. 
BuckeleWj Robert Gordon, H, L, Sheldon, and other 
associates from May 22, 1847, with some gaps in 
May- August 1848, to November 11th. Then it was 
swallowed up by its former rival, and the California 
Star and Californian appeared from November 18th, 
to be known at the beginning of 1849 as the Alta 

wua issued in Oot 1846, but I have not aeen it> The £rgt number of the 
CaltfornUi Star was issued on Jaji. 9, 1847, Elbert P- Jones taking the posi- 
tion of editor, temporarily, as he announced, iu the absence of the man who 
was to be permanent editor— presumably Kemble, The paper waa of 4 pages, 
8^ X 12 inchea of print, aubscriptiona $6 per year. A proapeotus of the usual 
style waa signed by Brannan aa publisher. The Star waa a very good local 
newspaper, ita editoria.1 and other departments showing no special ability or 
lack of it on the part of the managera, who aa usual in auch caaea aometimea 
indulged in expreaaionsmoro coarae and violent than good tastowdnld justify. 
The paper was complimented for its neat appearance by ita Monterey contem- 
poraiy m Jan., but the compliment was nob returned. On April 17th Jones 
withdrew from the editoraJiipon account ol 'circumstances' not explained, 
which prevented any connection between himself and the publisher; and Ed- 

■wTi^rd 0, Kemble aad John Eagar took charge until Brajman'a return from 

the eastj when Kemble became the regular editor. On Jan. 22, 1848, vol. ii. 
no, 3. the paper waa enlarged to lOJ "x 1G| inches of print, taking — aa an ad- 
vertisement — three columns ol Brandroth a pills. The issue of April Ist with 
a supplement was sent overland to the states to the number of 2,000. It was 
published regularly each week until June 10th, or vol. ii. no. 23; and its 
Buapeusion on account of the gold excitement was announced in on extra 
sheet of June 14th, The Californian^ as has lieen related elsewhere, waa cs- 
tablislied at Monterey by Colton and Semple in 1346, with the material that 
had been used by the Califomians since 1834, Its San franciaco existence 
began with no. 1 of vol. iL, on May 22, 1847, Robert Semple being publisher 
and editor, the size being 4 pages of 3 columns each about 16 inchea long — 
subsequently increased to 4 columns on a pa^e, or the same size of the enlarged 
Siar— and the prico of subscription being §5. From the issue of July iTth, 
^'oL ii. no. 9^ B. IL Bnckelew succeeded Semple aa proprietor and editor; 
from Aug, 28th, no. 15, the *The* was dropped from toe title, which became 
simply Uali/oniian; and from the issue of Sept. 8th, no. 17, the day of pub- 
lication being changed from Saturday to Wednesday, Robert Gordon was 
named as editor. In Bee, CJordon acems to have been publisher aa well, but 
early in 1848 Buckelew'e name reapptiara. In April the editora were Bucke* 
lew and J. D. Hoppe; and in May Buckelew sold out to Hoppe, H. L. Shel- 
don, and perhaps Jos. Dockrill^ Sheldon boing the editor. On May 17th 
the 3d volume was begun, but on the 24tb a flj; -sheet had to be issued announc- 
ing temporary suspension on account of the impossibility of retaining work- 
men. This is the way the Star of June 3d puts it, *Gone too — . The Cali- 
fornian ceaaed issue with an annunciatovy *'slip" on Tuesday last. Verdict 
of inquest — fever.' I haveanotheralipofJunelM, containing twocolumna of 
news on treaty with MexicoT Frtimont's trial, etc., two advertisements, and 
the following editorial: * For the purpose of convincing what there is left of 
the "public" that the Ccdifornian is not extinct, nor yet altogether used up, 
we, in our triple character of editor, printer, and devU, have compiled, set 
np^ worked oq, and circulated this extra, which we hope will do our readers 
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California, Military and revenue affairs require no 
further mention than is given in my note and in other 
chapters of this volume. The same may be said of 
the few ranches granted or pretended to have been 
granted in 1846, only one of them subsequently con- 
firmed; and of the mission at Dolores, where there 
was no regular curate except for a time in 1846, and 
where no definite or formal disposition is known to have 
been made of the remnants of the ex-mission estate. 

■much good; for it would probably very much perplex bis Satanic Majeaty to 
tell at what precise period they will hear from ns again,* A number was issued 
on J uly 1 5th, and anotJier in Aug. ; and the publication was regular from Sept. 
2d^ Tol. iti. no. 5, to Nov. lltb, no. 15, Sheldon still being editor. Then 
Kemble returned from the mines, bought out the C<difomi(in, and from Nov, 
18th publialied The California Star and Califomianf which, was in reality a 
'ContiLuation of the Star, beginning with vol. ii. no. 24, where that paper had 
atopped. Early in Jan. 1849, Ed. Gilbert having become a^ociated with 
Kemble, the name was changed to The Alia Oalifomia, which still appears 
regularly in 1830; and through all its changes the typographic peculiarities 
<ti the original Star heading have been preserved. 

Military matters. Francisco Sanchez was nominally comandante at S. 
F, until the end of ifesican rule, though practically no military duties were 

S^rformed by him or any other. After the U. S. flag was raised in July, 
apt. John B. Montgomery of the navy, succeeded before the end of the year 
by Capt. Hull, was in comnmnd of the diatiict; but Lieut H. B. Watsou was 
put in command of the garrison, being succeeded late in 'the year by Capt. 
\Vard Mar&ton, and the latter in Feb. 18i7 by Lieut Robert Tansill. The 
old custom-house was occupied by the military, and a battery of guns from 
the presidio had been established near the foot of Vallejo Street, called Fort 
Montgomery, and giving a name to Battery St. On Feb, 17th Hull and Tan- 
sill announced the end of military rule and the resumption of their lunctions 
by the civil authorities, and Tausill departed in April. Meanwhile, from 
the arrival of the N. Y. volunteers in March, companies H and K were sta- 
tioned at the presidio as a garrison, and Major James A. Hardie was com- 
mandant of tbe post, Capt. J. L. Folsom being assistant quartermaster down to 
Aug- 1848, when the volunteers were mustered out, and apparently later as 
ILeut of artillery, a snutll garrison of dragoons being stationed here. There 
are many commnnications of Hardie and Folaom to the gov-, in which they 
complain of prevalent disorders at S- F. 

Custom-house a£Eiirs. Eafael Pinto continued as receptor to the end of 
Mexican rule, Robert Eidley being captain of the port; Lieut W. A. Bartletti 
wfts put in charge of the revenuea by Montgomery after the raising of tte U, 
S, flag; and Wm A* Richardson was appointed by Stockton collector and 
captain of the port, to succeed Bartlett in Oct, A year later, in Oct. 1847, 
the collection of revenues devolved on the military officers by orders from 
Washington, and Capt. Folsom was put in pharge from the 1st, holding the 
position until, on the news of peace with Mexico, Lieut Edward Gilbert hav- 
ing declined the place, Edward H. Harrison was appointed on Sept. 3d, at a 
salary of J2,000, See p. 667 et seq. of ttis vol. for revenue and commercial 
affiiiirs. 

Eanchos. ^Mission estate granted in 1846 to Prndencio Santillan, title re- 
jected by the U. S- courts as having been fraudulently antedated- J. K. 
Bolton was the chief claimant; also pret^mption claim of Francisco Kufino to 
a mission lot rejected. 'Presidio lands, J league, 1946^ granted to H. D, 



660 LOCAL AXSfAI^ OF THE NORTH. 

A very good outline of local affairs in the San Josd 
region is given in HalFs history, which with supple- 
mental items from the usual archive and other sources 
is represented and indexed in the appended note.^ 

ITitch, whose widow waia clainiant. Hia pefcition of Mflj 13th for tha kud 
where lie proposed to build a mill ia given in Dwindle'ft Colon. HisL, add. 
95-6. *Ptmfa, de Lobos, 2 1., 1^46, Benito Diaz; J. C. Palmer et al., el. 
This Und extended from Ft Loboa to the Jaguna de Loma Alta. Larkin 
owned the claim which wae submitted to the American euthorities in. Oct. 
J846-June 1847i aud was pronounced jnvaiid in a report by Capt, Folsom. 
Dooumenta in BaUeck's Report, 173-9. San Mateo, 2 1,, 184fi, Cayetano Are- 
nas; W. D, M. Howard, claimant. 

Mission. Prudeucio SantilLan served as curate until July 1846^ leaving 
his post on the coming of tho Americans, and not returning to reside pcrma- 
nently until after 1848. Kothing whatever seema to have been don© in <ion- 
sequence of the order of sale issued in 1845. Jan. 4, 1845^ the sub-prefect 
forwarded to the prefect for tho gov. a petition of residents that they he per- 
mitted to continue their residence in the es-miaaioa buildings m order tliat 
the majordomo might not remove the roofs, as he had done in tho case of 
other abandoned dwellings. They also recalled an earlier order of Gov. Al- 
vacado to establish a pueblo at Dolores; and as there are no Indians, and as 
there is no room for live-atock at Yerba Buena, they deaire to form at Do- 
lores * a frontier (1) to tho town at Y. B-, which is being formed entirely of 
foreignera.' Oasiro, l}o<r,j MS., i. 243. This shows that there was atill a ma- 
jordomo — perhaps Vazquea» stitl? — as tliere was alao in April, at J^O per 
mouth. April 20th, sub-prefect to prefect, says that P. Santilkui wantfi two 
rooms for schools, and the majordomo should be ordered to give tiiem up. 
Hia aalary is a, useless expense; he lives in the house and aells brandy^ has no 
duties to perform, and his cattle are always about the church. There is aa 
old order for granting lot^, etc., but nothing can be doue, for the majordomo 
pays no heed to tho civil authorities. Id., ii. 64. Tho grant of the mission 
estate to Padre Santillan in Feb. has no special interest in connection with 
the aflnals of this period, because Ms claim was not known imtil after 1S48, 
and waa, besides, ahown to be fraudulent. Nor are there a^y events that call 
for mention. Sept. 18, 1S47, Capt. Folsom was ordered to obtain the rccoi'ds 
existing at the mission and send them to the governor's of&ce for safe-keeping. 
Cal. it N. Mex. 1850, p. 397. Feb. 5, 1S48, gov. orders that P. SantlUan be 
consulted about lands that may be put in hia charge for the use of the Tud. ; 
also about such mo\'able property as may esdat. Id., 472. On Lfan. 22d, Eob- 
ort Ridley was made subaltern alcalde at the mis^oa by Hyde, with author- 
ity from the gov. Id., 452; Stay, Jan. 15th. 

^ San Jos^ events. 1S46, Visit of Fremont in Jan. This vol., p. S. Feb. , 
Fremont again at S. Jos^ and Fisher's rancho. Id., 6-8. March, 73 citizens 
sign a petition for an lud, expedition, Dept. St. Pajp., MS., vii, 47-8. Apnl^ 
local Authorities indorse the declaration iu.favor of Parcdes. Thia vol, p. 41, 
Delegates ehoseu for the Sta Birbara consejo. Id.^ 45. In March-May there 
was oonsiderable popidar excitement about Pierre Saiusevain's grist-mill, 
which he had established the year before by permission of tixe govt. Over 20 
eitiaens^two of whom could write their names — petitioned for the removal of 
the dam represented as very prejudicial to the welfare of the town. There 
was a sharp coirespondonce, Sainsovain claiming that the moremeot was a do- 
vice of some plearos whom he had refused to trust, his mill being a publio 
conTcnienco. Tho prefect itnally ordered the removal of all obstractJons in 
the stream so far as demanded by pubUc convenienco and health, leaving tho 
owner at liberty to sue for damages. Original corresp. m Doe. Hist. Cal., MS,, 
iii- 136-7, 207-8, 210, 214, 228, 498-9. June-July, operations of Gen. Caatro 
at Sta Clara, in his eflbrts against Pico, the Bisars, and tiie U. S. This 
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This was the centre of General Castro's military 
operations in the first half of 1846; but the change 
of flag was effected here as elsewhere without hostili- 
ties. The native element was more prominent than 
in other sections of the north, and as the valley was 
also a favorite rendezvous of the immigrants who 
looked down with contempt upon the whole Spanish 
race, it is not strange that there was some clashing 
and disorder, which, however, never assumed serious 
proportions- The Santa Clara campaign between 
Sanchez and Marston was the end of the war in 
the north. Indian horse-thieves were continuously 
troublesome to the rancheros, as they had ever been. 
Raids by and against them were of frequent occur- 
rence; but the new authorities, like the old, seem to 

vol., p. 51, 53, 105, 108-9, 132-3, 185, 26h Arrest of Weber and othOTB. 
Id.^ 1S6. July, raiaiog the U. S. flag. Id.j 245-6. Local happeninga Aug.- 
Oct.» Watraongh in command, Id.j 294-5. Bryant, whose visit waa in Sept., 
(lescribea S, Joa^ as a vill^e of 600 or 800 iohab. , ia a fine valley, of adobe 
buildings and very irregular etreets, with thousands of ground -Bfjuirrela bur- 
rowing in the p!aza, and men and women of all classes engaged in gamblings 
What J Saw, 315-17. Dec,-Jaji,, 1847j Lieat Pinkney's garrison, Webers 
■efforts, the 8ta Clara campaign, final hostilities of the war |a the north. This 
vol., p. 377-83. Feb., meeting to elect a member of the council. Id., 433. 
Feb. ICth, Hull orders Webertodisband all volunteers. 5, Jos^Pion^tr, March 
'6, 13S0. Action of citizens in behalf of the Donner party. ThLa vol., p. 539. 
First visit of a steamer to the emharcadero. Id., 578. Beginning of protes- 
tant worship. Id., 666. In IlaWs Hist. S. Josi, 188-9, 5. Jor€ Piotieer, 
March 3, 1877, are some items about early buildings. In Wai^*s Diary \^ 
what purports to be a view of the town, which would serve equally well for 
an adobe Douae or two on a plain anywhere else. Dec., a military guard de- 
sired; Gov. Maaon orders an investigation of quarters, supplies, etc. Cat. ft 
N. Mfx. 1S50, p. 447-8. Aug. 7, 1848, Order to send detachment of N. 
Y. volunteera to S. F. to be mustered out. Id.^ 033. Hall, 190, notes a snow- 
fall of two or thrco inchea aljont Christmas. 

ludian aflaira. March 15, 1846, petition of 73 citizens for a force of 100 
men to fight Indians, whose raids are becoming unbearable; bitter oomplaiiita 
that the custom-house receipts are wasted by the employees living in great 
style and working 2 or 3 hours a month, while the workers of the country 
have to pay double price for their goovia, and defend themselves against the 
Ind. ^ who might be annihilated at a small expense by continued and system- 
atic effort. iJepL St. Pap., MS., viL 45-8. Apr. 30th, Gov. Pico orders a 
campaign, appropriating ^»000 for the purpose— from Castro's partcf the 
revenuel Doc. Hist. Cat., MS., iii. 191h July, etc., renewed depredations 
sftcr the U. S. took poseession; complaintsof the failure of citizens to provide 
for defence; campaign of Purser Watmough, killing several Ind. and recover- 
ing 100 horses. S. Joai Arch.^ MS., loose pap., 3"2; this vol., p. 507. From 
Feb. 1847, after the removal of the garrison, complaiuts were rcncweil. The 
gov. decided that troops at S. Josd would acoompUah nothing, since the Ind. 
came in small parties, liaving an understanding with other Ind. on the ranchos; 
but it was thought best to send a company to the S. Joac^uin Valley to watch 
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have had only moderate success in checking the dep- 
redations of these robbers, who often had confederates 
among the rancho Indians. Before the change of 
flag, San Jos^ was subject to the sub-prefect of San 
Francisco, The jueces de paa, later called alcaldes^ 
were successively Dolores Pacheco, James Stokes, and 
John Burton in 1846; Burton and James W. Weeks 
in 1847; Weeks and Charles White in 1848. Each 
of the alcaldes was involved in more or less contro- 

the passes, with a force of 35 Cal. volunteers on horseback. Felipe Butrou 
was appointed a lieut to raise and coinraaiid these men. They seem to have 
started late in AprO^ but we have no accoant of their achievements. The 
citizens in May urged the appointment of B, K. Thompson as Ind. agent on. 
the S. Joaqnin, S. Jos^Arch.^ MS., loose pap., 17, 41, 49; Uiib, Doc^, MS,, 
146-7, 311; Vallejo Doc, MS., xiL 28S; S. F. Califomian, June 19, 1S47. 
Sept, 0, 1847, preparations for a grand campaign; Ind, on ranches to be fur- 
niahed with papers, which they must show or be treated as horse-thieves . 
Ind. caught stealing should be shot; if merely loitering about, they should b& 
sent to the alcalde, Cal. dj Nt Mex. XS50,yi,Zo^. July 1848, Jos^deJesus, 
a S. Joaquin chief, acting in behalf f>f the whites a^ainat the horse-thieves. 
Uiib, Doc.r MS., 74-5. Bemal, Mem^, MS., 11-23, gives many details of an 
exped. in April 1&4S, in which 8 Ind. of a party of 9 were killed and many 
horses recovered; and Larios, Vida, MS., 7-16, 25-7, dcHoribea an attack by 
Ind. oa his father's rancho of Sta Ana near Hollister in Sept. 

Municipal officers. 1843. During the first half of the year S. Jos^was 
subject to the eub-prefect of S, Francisco. Jucccs de paz Dolores Pachcco 
and Pedro ChaboUa^ Buplentea Valentin Higuera and Josd Fernandez. These 
were appointed in Dec 1845 by the prefect, thoagh the enb-prefect's recom- 
mendation waa for Josd Worie^ and Facheco, with Chabolla and Higuera as 
Buplentes. Gastro^Doc., MS., i. 235* Jueces do campo appointed by Alcalde 
Facheco Jan. 2Dth, Joaquin liigaera, JosS F^ix, Josd M. Alviso, and Agua- 
tin EemaJ, juez de policia Fi^ciaeo Palomarea; sindico Salvio Pachcco. 
Juez de paz of the contra coata Joaqmn Estudillo of S- Leandro, Bnplento 
Antonio M. Peralta appointed Dec. 15, 1845, approved Jan. 22, 1846. Al- 
calde from Ju]y 16th, by Sloat*a a^Kiintment, James Stokes. According to 
the Califoraian of Sept- 5th, Geo. Hyde was appointed civil magistrate of the 
Sta Clara district on Aug. 26th, but I find no evidence that he served. John 
Burton was appointed by Montgomery temporary alcalde on Oct. 19th, 8, J, 
Arch., MS., ii. 35, and served throughout the year. I find no support for 
Hall's statement that Burton was alcalde and Stokes juez do paz from July, 
1847, John Burton alcalde until Sept. Wm Fisher was appointed Aug. 30th, 
but declined; and on Sept. 14th Jauies W. Weeks was appointed. Ignado 
Alviso auxiliary justice in March. L. C. Anthony sheriff in Nov, EstudillO' 
was still jue2 of the contra costa, though in April the citizena petitioned for 
the appointment of Elam Brown. 1848. Alcalde James W. Weeks, who had 
sent in hia resignation in Dec, until Feb. 9th, when Charles White was ap- 
pointed 1st alcalde and Dolores Facheco 2d alcalde. White resigned on July 
16th on account of opposition among the Mexican population and the lack of 
a military guard; andWm Byrne was appointed on July 2$th; but Bryne de- 
clined to accept the office and White continued to act. H. K. Bimmiok wsa 
elected alcalde on Dec. 12th for the next year. In the contra coflt^ Elam 
Brown was appointed March SOth to succeed Estudillo as alcalde. 

Fueblo afm.ir3 and administration of justice. 1846, Jan., complaints of 
vagabonds killing cattle, encouraged by traders who buy the hidea. Doc^. 
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versy, arising chiefly from class and race prejudices. 
They had but little skill in the administration of 
municipal affairs, but for the most part did their best 
under unfavorable circumstances to maintain order, 
though the town did not achieve a flattering reputa- 
tion in this reapect- The inability of the government 
to furnish a military guard for interior posts did much 
to increase the difficulties^ the force of Indian horse- 
thieves and Mexican vagrants being gradually sup- 

Jligt, Ccd^j MS., ii. 28, 33. Jan.-M^» instnictions to juecea de atu^po, and 
police regulations. E^ndillOt Doc, M^.^ ii, 04; S. Jo&i ArcKy MS., loose pap. 
31-2; Castro, Doc, MS., i, 261. Alcalde Pacheco tried to avoid accepting 
the ofBce on account of legal irregnlaritiea and because of opposition fvotn a 
part of tiie people; and vague complaiute vrere made a^inat nim after he did 
accept, hy A. M. Pico and othera. Doc. Hi^. Cal., MS., iii. 13, 184; CasirOt 
Doc., MS., i. 274, 277-0. Befor^ Stokea* appointment an election was talked 
of, but not held. Larhn's Off. Ccfn'esp.^ MS., i, 139. 1847. Jan., the jues of 
the contra costa claima equal authority -with liim of S, Jos^, complaining of Bur- 
ton's auramona to him to appear before him- EstudillOt Dot:., MS., ii. 9H. Peb., 
Com. Hull^vea instructions in the ma,tterof complaints against Weber. S. 
Jos4 Arch-fO^^-, loose pap., 7- March* alcalde ordered by Kearny to diamida 
the old Buit of Gabriel Castro a^inst Antonio Hernanofor winnings at a horse- 
race. Cal. t6 if. Mex. 1850, p. 201-2, 301-2. April, if Stokea U not eatiafie^l 
ivith the decision of the alcalde's court* he must w^t for higher tribunals to 
he estfbblished that he may appeab id. , 295, May lat, alcalde and junta pro- 
test Q^ainst Kearny's setting aaide legal proceedinga; the alcaide wants to re- 
sign, as his right* are invaded. Unh. Doc., MS., 117-18. June 5th, 8 citizens 
ask the gov. to appoint an alcalde in Bartends place, and also to station a 
guard. Id^, 114, Oct Iflth, murder of an Ind» by another. 8, F. Calif., Oct. 
20Ui» Oct., a man named Cbute couvictcd by a jury of manslaughter. Got, 
recommends a sentence of 7 years of hard work. Cal. tt N. Mex. ISSO, -p. 
410-11. Dec. 2d, P. Heal complains of men who stand at the church door to 
look at the women as tbey came from mass, a practice that should be stopped 
in the interests of religion, morality, and publio tranquillity. Soberanes, Doc, 
MS., 328. Dec. 28th, J. S, Ruckcl to gov., reporting increa&iuE; lawlessness; 
atatea tliat the late alcaldca Burton atrd Weeks, though upright men, com- 
manded no respect; recommends White and a guard of temperate men under 
asergeant, (/no. DoCjM.B., 132-3. 1848. Jan., coraplaintaof horse-thieving, 
■fl'hicii is not all the work of Ind., since the Bernals were attacked by 6 for- 
ei;piera. Id., 46- March, three men. Hands, Higgins, and Williams, arrested 
andaentto Monterey for the intention to commit robberies, etc. Giov. Mason 
objected to this, but did not send the men back. Hands enlisted; Higgina 
was a deserter sent to 3. F. ; sjxd the other was shipped to Mazatlan. Cal. <& 
^. Mex. 1850t p. 487-8. Reported organization of a party of marauders in 
the red-wooda under one Beverloy. Utio. Uoc.,MS., 8-9, April, alcalde tried 
a Mex. for selling liquor, without a jury, because in earlier cases the native 
element of the juries refused to commit. Id. , 122. May, gov, does not know 
whether AlcsaHe Brown of the contra costa is subordinate to S. Jos<5 or not. 
July, alcalde complaina of dangers resulting from the political intrigues of 
Salvio Pacheco and the violence of his son Juan Ignacio against foreigners. 
No native wiil deal justly with foreignera. The writer is accused of favoring 
the natives, yet fears for his life if Pacheco is punished. Unh. Doc, MS., 76 
-7; but White was urged to do his best and continued ia office, Dec., three 
men, Matthew Freer, Wm Campbell, and David A. Davis, for highway rob- 
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plemented by foreign marauders from ship and army, 
three of whom were hanged for highway robbery at 
the end of 1848. A junta, or council of twelve mem- 
bers, subsequently reduced to sis, there being no end 
of controversy respecting their election or appoint- 
mentj shared the alcalde's tasks in 1847-8. The at- 
tention of the council seems to have been chiefly 
directed to the town streets, squares, and lots, several 
surveys being made during this period; but their 
greatest achievement was perhaps the distribution of 
the outside pueblo lands in 500-aere tracts among 
resident heads of families, an action that in later 

Xxivy and attempted murder, were convicted by a jury, and hanged on Dec. 
lath. Id., 340, U; 8. J. Arch., MS., loose mp., 8-9, 56. 

Junta or conucil. In Dec. 184G Alcalde Barton appointed a committee^ 
or council, of !2 citizcna to aid in managing the puohlo afTaira. The men ae- 
lected were Antonio Suool, Dolores Pacheco, Josfi Fernandez, Jos6 Noriega, 
Felix Buelna, Salvador Castro, Wm Fiaher, Isaao Branham, Grove C. Cook, 
Charles White, Jnlian Hanka, and J", W. Weeks. Ilali'3 Bist., 174-5. In 
Feb. 1847 this comratttee was ratified by a meeting of the people, and the 
committee was named a junta. May 1st, ten of the above, aJl except Castro 
and Cook, represent to Keamy that they had been bo chOA^, COMplaiDlAtf 
that X. had decided a case on hearsay evidence, ignoring the alcalde and 
junta. HiRL Doc., MS., 117~IS, July 3d, Weeks and others object to the 
olection as illegal, and propose that the gov. appoint 3 Oalifomiana and 3 
Americans^ recommending Paciieco, Noriega, Castro, Fisher, Hanks, and 
Thomas Campbell, Id., 130, It appears that a new election of 6 cooncilmen 
■was ordered, and that two elections were held, the gov. in Nov, deciding that 
only tJie 1st was valid, but if any membera elect were not actual residents 
their places must be supplied by a new election. Co/, <£r N. Mex. 1850, p. 
417. On Nov. 15th Koriega, Castro, Campbell, James F, Reed, Robert B, 
Neleigh, and John Murphy were electee!. Next day Charles White and G 
others protested against Heed and Murphy as non-resident gamblers choaen 
by a small vote, llccd is also accuSed of having killed a man {the Donner- 
party affair?). They also declare Weeks an imfit man for alcalde^ and will 
present charges ii necessary. The gov. then appointed J. S. Ruckel, Weeks, 
and a third to be selected by them, to investigate the election and decide the 
matter equitably. T do not find their definite report; butBuekel reported 
privatclyin favor of anewalcaldoandanappointedconnciL /<i., 431-2; Unb. 
Doc, MS., 120-1, 132-3. Fisher, Castro, White, Noriega, Sunol, and Pa- 
checo are spoken of as ' a raaiority oJ the late junta ' meeting on Dec. 31at, 
2d., 45-e. 

Pncblo lands. Feb, 11, 1S47. Alcalde Bartlett of 3. F. advises Burton to 
sell lots at the regular prices, 25 cents per front vara. There are complaints 
of hia charging $100 for a 100-\-ara lot. 8. J. ArcL, MS., ii, 34. One of the 
first acta of the junta, probably in Feb., waa to order a survey of the town 
into blocks, streets, and squares, 50-vara lota to be sold for S12-50 and fees, 
and no person to buy more than 4 lots^ or half a block. In May the survey 
was mad© by Wm mid Thomas Campbell. The alcalde*a grants of these town 
Iota were finally sustained, even against earlier titles claimed by Weber and 
Pico. In June the junta, their action being ratified by the alcalde and peo- 
ple, decided t? hare the outside pueblo lands surveyed into tracts of 2,000 
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years was annulled by the courts- Town lots at 
San Jose^ as at San Francisco, were sold by the 
alcaldes at 25 cents per front vara. Of the fow land 
grants made in 1846 only one, with a few mission 
lots, was subsequently confirmed by the land commis- 
sion. Santa Clara, under the care of Padre Jose 
Maria Real as parish priest, has been included, so far 
as events are concerned, with the town, having been, 
indeed, more prominent than the latter in the semi- 

varaa square, or 500 acres — or less U the land were not enough for all— one 
of which should be reserved for a school, and the rest should Ijo distributed, 
one to each, among the actua^l citizens who were heads of families, the rest 
being reserved for distribution to later citizens, and each tract paying an 
annual tax of S3. The survey was made by J, D. Hutton in July-Aug., and 
the tracts were distributed by drawing lots, the alcalde iaauing titles which 
were in later years not sustaiucd by the courts. HoXVr Hist. S, J,, 176-82, 
la 184S a new survey waa made by C. S. Lyman, U. S. surveyor, tbe streets 
and squares being much extended. Id., 1B2-1. See AltUt Dec, 15, 1669, for 
a decision of U. S, Circuit Court in one of the * 500-acre ' caaes. In Jan. 
J34d the alcalde complained that Uutton had defrauded the citizens by certi- 
fying traeta of 200 to 380 acres to contain 500. He should be prosecuted f^H* 
obtaining money under false pretences. Unb^ Doc,, MS., 45-6. March 10th, 
gov. decides that alcaldes have no right to dispose of pueblo lands. S, J, 
Arch., MS., loose pap., 14. 

Eaiichos Eranted in 1846. *Calftveras, 8 leagues, Francisco Pico, who waa 
claimant, Huecoa, 9 I., Luis Arenas and John Boland, R. claimant. *2^qw 
Almaden mine, Andr^ Castillcro, who was claimant. *8. Jofi^ mission es- 
tate, Andrto Pico and J. B, Alvarado, who were el, *Sta Clara, embaroa- 
dero, 1,000 varaa, Basilia Bemal, who waa cl. Mission lands, Juan C. Ga- 
lindo, * Antonio M, Osio, Francisco Arce, *Jos6 Arnaz; "orcliard toCastafieda, 
Arenas, and Diaz — Larkin cl. June 3, 1847, gov, to Gabriel Alviso, declar- 
ing his lack of authority to grant lands. Cal. tD ^. Mex. 1S50, p, 318-19, 
Aug. 24th, alcalde directed not to interfere in the land quarrel of Forbes antl 
Cook. Id., 380. Nov. 24th, gov. cannot settle disputes on laud boundaries 
in the contra costa. M.j 435. March-Apr. 184S, the gov. decides that Ifiigo 
has no claim to certain lauds as agaiitst Castro. Id., 498-9, 542-3. 

Sta Clara mission. Padre Jos^ M. Kcal continued in charge as curate 
and temporal manager of Sta Clara, and also of mission S. Jos^, 1S46. May 
2ath and June 10th, P. Keal authorized by govt to sell mission lands to pay 
debts and support himself and the church. Unh. Doc^, MS., 260-70. June 
30th, sale oE the orchard and buildings pertaining to it for $1,200 to Juan 
CastaQeda, Luis Arenas, and Benito Diaz; deed in Ilartman'a Brl^, 116-18. 
This deed was later proved to have been fraudulently antedated. Hoffman's 
Opin.j 15. 1S47. Diaz was negotiating with Larkin for the sale of the Sta 
Clara orchard, and on Feb. 14th wrote to the padre to say, iu Larkin^s name, 
that the only obstacle was the Indian title, and to aak if for a fair compensa- 
tion to the Ind, he could remove that obstacle. On its face there was noth- 
ing dishonorable or irregular in this proposition; but Real chose to consider 
himself insulted by a request to commit the * hajesa de vender los interesea 
do unos inocentcs/ and wrote a sharp letter to Larkin on the iOth, Origmal 
iaSavagPj Doc,^ !MS., ii. 57-8; copy in Larkin^a Doc, v. 20. The padroalso 
went so far as to publish the two letters in the Star of March 20th. In reply, 
Larkin published his reply to Real of Feb. 24th in the Star of April lOth. In 
this reply he had denied having authorized Diaz to write such a letter, or 
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military developments connected with the change ot 
government m 1846-7. The mission orchard was 
claimed to have been sold for $1,200 in May 1846, 
hut the purchasers did not get possession, and their 
title was afterwards declared invalid. There was also 
much controversy between the priest and the imml- 

known ita purport, ei^preaaed indigaation at EeaPa insulting tone, and re- 
miiided him t£at m 1846 he was very willing to deliver the property to an- 
other party, notwithBtanding the rights of his innocents. In a letter to 
Forbea of Mar. 4th, Larkin^s Off, Corresp.^ MS., i. 114, L. epeaka of the same 
matter, and of Eeal'a disposition to exceed his powers aa a kind of sub- Indian 
agent, Kearny's order that the pro^rty remain in care of the prieat was 
dated March 22d. In the Siar of April 27thi Dias published an explanation. 
May lat, Alcalde Bnrton ^vea notice to all persons to quit the mission, unless 
allowed by the padre to remain, S, J. Arch., MS,, loose pap., 30, June 14th, 
Real to gov, , sends a list of effects lost by the forcible occupation of the two 
mitisioDs by immigrants and troops, amounting to $4,007, besides damages to 
buildings, gardens, etc., not less than $15,575. Unh. Doc, -MS., 254-7. 
Juno 24th, gov. orders all occupants to vacate the buildings at Sta Clara and 
S. Jo&6 immediately, the alcalde being directed to eniorce the order. OgI. S 
N. Mex. 1850, p. 334. Juiy 10th, gov. to Capt. Waglee, ordering him to go 
to the mission with his company and eject the immigrants, using force if they 
would not yield to persuasive means. Id., 540-1. But next day, at a per- 
sonal interview between Real and Gov. Mason, the former consented to per- 
mit the immigranta to remain untiL after harvest, and later, by making a 

special arrangement with the priest and paying rent for the benefit of the 
cnurch. Therefore, Naglco waa ordered simply to take a position in the val- 
ley, and hold himself in readiness to auatain the civil authorities, /d., 334t-5, 
343-5. Oct. 14th, Eeal to gov., protesting against the fraudulent disposal of 
the orchards. Larkin, on Sept. ICth^ had furnished an e^tpediente of 16 doc, 
showing his title, Unh. Doc, MS., 275, 277. Poaaeaaion was not given, and, 
aa I have said, the title was not finally confirmed- In the Star of Oct.-Dcc. 
waa advertised for sale a tannery at Sta Clara, as part of the property of the 
late Mormon concern of Brannan & Co- Kov., etc., eorresp. on the sales of 
mission lands by Beal, which were annulled by the gov. This vol., p. 564; 
iMhch's Rept. 129, 168; Cal. ds JV. Mex, 1850, p. 420-30, 448, 452-3. In 
Nov., Real claimed some special privileges as a priest in personal litigation, 
not r^arding thealcaJdea ^competent judge ^ inula ca^e; but the gov. refused 
to take such a view of the matter. Id., 435, 

3. Joa6 mission. This establishment, with Sta Clara, was under the care 
of Padre Real as parish priest; and most of the eorresp. given above may be 
applied to this mission also. Of local events, nothing whatever appears in 
the recorda. May 5, 1S46, the mission estate was sold, as waa claimed later, 
to AndrtSa Pico and J. B. Alvarado, for ?I2,000- Deed in }IarlmatC& -Sri^, 
107- IOh But the purchasers wore not put in possession, and it was later de- 
cided, as in the ca^e of Sta Clara, that the deed was fraudulently antedated. 
March 20, 1847, Col. Mason reported to Kearny having visited the mission 
and found the immigrants in possession, they having broken open the doors 
and done much damage. Ut^. I)oc., MB., 146. Larkin had also acquired a 
title to the orchard of this establish ment, and on Apr, 4, 1848, complained 
that the property waa neglected, denaandiag possession, or that Beat be re* 
quired to give security for its preservation. Id., 276. Bnt his request was 
not heeded, and his title waa later pronounced invalid. In May 1847 he 
seems to have rented the property to James F. Beed, but the bargain prob- 
ably had no effect, LarUn's Doc^, MS., v. 130. 
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gT^ants who had taken possession of the mission build- 
ings; but the intruders yielded to the governor's 
threat of ejecting them by force, and finally came to 
terms with the padre. There was also a pretended 
sale of San Jos6 mission, which did not go into effect. 
Padre Real had charge of this establishment as well 
aa that of Santa Clara. 

The great event of Sonoma annals for the period 
was the seizure of the place on June 14, 1846, by the 
American filibusters, whose operations under the Bear 
flag have been fully narrated. Other occurrences are 
somewhat dwarfed by the glory of this great outburst 
of patriotic folly; and from the downfall of Mexican 
power on the frontier to the gold fever of 1848, there 
was hardly a ripple of excitement in the little town; 
Grigsby, Revere, and Brackett were the successive 
military commandants; and the savages were for the 
moat part easily controlled by the efforts of Vallejo as 
sub-agent of Indian affairs- The town had about 260 
inhabitants in 18i8.* Municipal affairs were directed 

'SoDoma and northern frontier events. 1846. Jan., quarrel about the 
alcaldeship, to be noted later in thia note. May, Prndon cnoaen delegate to 
the Sta B» conaejo. Thia vol., p, 45. June, Oaatro's viait Id., 51, 105-6. 
June 14th, capture of 8ononia by Bear-flag men, and snbaequent happeninga. 
fd., 109-21» 145-68. June-July, Fremont's campaign. Id., 169-90. July 
9th, raising oi U. 9. flag. Id.^ iH2-3. Lieut Bevere put in command, Id.y 
254. Occurrences from Aug* /rf., "296-8. 1847. Feb., public meetingonthe 
governor's councilj call for a military force. Id., 433; t/nb. Doc., MS., 140. 
April, three etorcs, town growing faafc, 5, F. Calif,, May 29th. Co. C, N". 
Y. vol., Capt Brackett, stationed here. This vol., p. 514. April, et seq., trou- 
bles with Alcalde Nash, /d., 608-10. Aug., trial of Armijo et al. for out- 
rages on Ind. Id., 610, Nov., visit of the 1st steamer, SUha, at; the landing. 
Id., 578. Andrew Hoeppner's medical springs near Sonoma advertised in S. 
P, papers from May. A visit, viewof Vallejo'ahouaeandthechorch, Ward^s 
Diary. Sketch of the town in '47. Napa RegisteTy Jan. 4, 6, 1877. In the 
S. Jos4 Fionecr of Sept, 15, 1847i is an account of a theatrical perfomumce, 
claimed to be the first in Cal.,in 1847, by membcrsof the garrison and others. 
1848. Jan., 45 houses and about 260 inhabitants. Star^ Jan. 8th. Corre- 
spondence of the Cali/omian of March 22d, on the notable improvement of the 
town. May, decision to remove garrison, aud consequent foars of the people. 
Co/. * N. Mex. 1S50, p. 550-8. June, Brackett'a oo, reduced by desertion. 
This vol, p. 516. Aug., Prisbio'a Co. H takes tho place of Co. C, and all 
mustered out. Id.^ 515. 

Indian affairs. 1846. During the exciting times of the Bear revolt and 
V. S. occupation nothing is heard of the hostife Indians; but in 1847 troubles 
recommencedj though not reaching very serious proportions. April, H. G, 
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under Mexican rule by Jose de loa Santos Berreyesa 
as juez de paz, after a torrent of ink had been shed 
in controversy about the office; then after an inter- 
regnum of miUtary rule, and perhaps a short rule 
of Manuel Mcintosh, the famous John H. Nash 
became alcalde, ceding the place, not without a strug- 
gle, in 1847 to Lilburn W, Boggs, who was aided by 
a council of sis citizens, and continued to preside over 

Vallejo appointed Ind. agent for the district. This vol., p. 568- May, skir- 
inisL between Fernando F*5lix and party and Ind. ; one white man killed; in- 
veatigation by Vallejo. Savage, Boc.^ MS., iii. 28-31. May 2Cth, V. to gov., 
the Yucaya chief sent in aparty with articlea taken in war, promising to nse 
Ilia influence for peace^ The ind, armed to reaiafc outr^ea, which must be 
stopped, Unb. Doc, MS., 314-15, Jaly, Eracketttogov. annonneca that the 
In(.L have been stealing SaJv. Vallejo'a stock. Id.f 301-2. Investigation of 
the matter. SavagCt Doc-t MS., iii. 32-5. Aug., gov. to Vallejo, approving 
his policy; cannot iucreaae the gairison. Oal. ds I>f. Mex. ISSO, p. 330-1. 
184S. Apr., V, asks to be relieved; white sottlera should not be permitted 
to settle on landa oi the gentiles until some arrangement haa been ejected. 
ValUjOf DoCy MS. J xii. 342. May» tbreatened hostilities in consequence of 
removal of Braekett*a company, Ite gov. had not mach faith in the danger, 
declared it impracticable to retain the garrison; the people mnat defend 
themselves^ and Y. must u^ his influence; intruders must be removed. In 
an emergency, aid will be sent from 9. F,, also amnranition. But the gairi- 
son wafl finally retained till Ang. Id., xii. 346; Ocd. di N, Mex. 1850j p. 
556-8, 613-14. K"ow doprodationa in the Clear Lake region in Dec. Id., 6^. 
Kelaey and Stone had Bettled near the lake and were grossly iU-treating the 
nativea, who took a bloody vengeance in 1S49. 

Municipal official list. lS4t>. Jneces de paz, appointed by prefect in 
Dec., and approved by gov. Jan. ^2Aj Josd de lea Santos Berreyesa and Joa- 
quin Carrillo; snplentea, Dimaao A. Rodriguez and Antonio Valle. The pre- 
ceding juez, Jos6 de la Kosa, had a quarrel with Berreyeaa, and found in hia 
actions some pretext for refusing to turn over the olSce nntU Jan. 9th. when 
he pat B. under arrest and swore in Rodriguez the suplente as jues I'', and 
Carrillo next day as Juez 2°, There was no end of corrcsp. and charges, hut 
tho details are not worth presenting. Berreyesa took poaaeaaion on March 
6th, and Rosa was fined $50, trying to avoid payment on the ground that lie 
\,-sj& an employee of the com. generai Original correap. in Doc, Hitit. Cal^t 
MS., iii, 12, 14, 17-18, 20, 25-9, 30-1, 34-^, 41-5, 127, 129, 139-40. By the 
Bear-flag men in June there waa a pretence of keeping Berreyesa in office for 
a short time; but for aeveral months under the insurgents and the U. 8. there 
waa only military rule, Tt v^uely appeara that Manael Mclntoah acted as 
alcalde in the autumn lor a while; but later, at a date which I have been un- 
able to find, John H. NaaU waa elected by the citizens. 1S47. Nash alcalde 
until April. For an account of Nash's refuaal to give up the olEce, aeo this 
voL, p. 008-10. L. W. Bogga waa appointed by Kearny to succeed Nash on 
April 10th, taking poaaoaaion of the office in June. June 14th, Jamea F. 
Keed waa appointed aheriff. Oct, 28th, Andrew Hoeppner appointed 2d al- 
calde. Dec. 3d, election of a town council^ consisting of Quin Mne, Jolin G. 
Ray, John Lewis (or Davia), L. P. Leoae. Jeaae Beaaly, and H. A. Green. 
U^b. Doc., MS., 1^; 8. F. Calif., Dec. loth. May, alcalde aska gov. for 
information about the extent of hia jurisdiction; whether, as Vallejo aays, it 
extends to the Sac.j Bodega, S. Eafael, and Napa. There is no jail, and the 
troops are tired o£ guarding priaoners. Unb, Doc, UO-11. Trial of Armijo 
et al. Sec this vol., p. 010. Dec., gov, to alcalde, on powera of the council, 
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local government in 1848. Only three or four ranches 
were granted on the northern frontier in 1846. In 
the disposal of town lots, Vallejo's past acts as direc- 
tor of colonization were recognized temporarily by the 
military authorities ; and the sale of lots by the alcaldes 
continued hero as elsewhere. The only reference to 
ex-mission affairs was in connection with a citizen's 
claim under General Castro's grant for one of the 
buildings, which was sustained against the alcalde's 
decision, San Rafael in 1846--8 was under the rule 
of Ignacio Pacheco as juez de paz, and later of Tim- 
othy Murphy as alcalde, the latter being still in charge 

referring him to inatructions for the council of S. F,, as printed in the Star 
ajid CalifomiaTt iu Oct. CaL *& 2^. Mcx. 1850, p, 446. 1848. Bogga coii' 
tinned to aerve aa alcalde. 

Lauds, The ranchoa granted iii 1846 were Chimiles, Napa, 4 1., to Jo»4 
Ign- Berreyeaa, Gordon and Coombs cl.; German, 5 L, to Emeat Rufus, C. 
Mayer ol.j Eincon de Muaulacon, 2 1., to Francisco BerreyeaaT J. Horrel 6t 
ai, cl.; and •Yucny, Lako, 8 I., to J. J. Bcrreyeaa, who was el. April, Va^ 
llejo presents to gov, hia authority, under Figueroa's ordera of 1835^ for hav- 
ing ffnmted ianda oa the northern frontier and town lote at Sonoma, authority 

whion he had exercised down to Feb. , but which he now Burrendera. VfjXlejo^ 
Doc, MS., xii. 284-5; St. Pap., Miss. <b Colon,, MS., ii. 405-6. The govi 
in reply aeeured V. that ho had no doubt that hie acts would be recognized 
by tho V. S. govt. Gal. <fc iV, Mex. 1350^ p. 292-4. May, the alcalde thinks 
the old powwa should be restored to Vallejo. Unh. Doc., MS., 113. June 
Tth, gov. to alcalde^ authorizes him to carry out so much of Y.'a foi'iuer in- 
structiona oa applied to the aale of town lots; aad the salea by Nash must be 
conaidered Talia CaL <& y, Mex. 1850^ p. 321. Lota were eold by the al- 
caldoa here aa elsewhere, and the titles were auataincd in later yeara. Some 
of the charges against Kaah, aa against Hyde at 8. F., were to the effeet that 
he had sold lota improperly, and tampered with the map and records. Say- 
der and Murphy, aa we have seen, woro commissioned to investigate these 
charges. May i7i 1S48, gov, to alcalde, denying the right of the council, or 
any other authority, to dispute a title given by Vallejo to Juaa Oastaacda 
before the U. S, flag was raised. Id., 551. 

Mission. In June 18*6 Gen." Castro gave Victor Prudon one of the ex-mis- 
sion buildings in payraent of amounts duo him from the govt. In March 
1847 Alcaide Naeh decitied against PnicJoo in favor of the church, with $420 
damages; but Gov. Mason overruled this, and ordered that P. be left in pos- 
session. In the litigation of later years, however, the title of the church was 
confirmed. In Sept. 1847 the gov. ordered Capt. Brackett to secure all records 
pertaining to tho mission, and send them to Monterey. ValltjOf Corresp., 
m., 12; CaL A iV, if&r, 1S50, p. 203-4. 396; Vnb. Doc, MS-, 258. 

San Rafaeh 1S46. Juecea de paa, Ignacio Pacheco and Gregorio Briones^ 
appointed by the prefect and approved by gov. From the jnifttary oecupa- 
tion in June to the end of 1847 I find no definite record of any civil authori- 
tiea, though I think that Pacheco and perhaps Murphy may have served as 
alcaldes. Jnae lat, Gen. Castro to Col Vallejo, orders a distribution of all 
remaining mission property to the Ind., reserving only a few horsea for the 
national defence. VcUl^Oy Doc, MS., xii. 218. A few days later Castro 
visited S. Rafael to get the horses^ which, being sent under care of Francisco 
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of the es-mission property. The estate was perhaps 
sold in June 1846 to Sunol and Pico for $8,000, but 
the purchasers failed to secure possession. Two other 
ranches in Marin County were granted this year. 
The only stirring local events were in connection with 
the Bear revolt, or the operations of Torre, Ford, and 
Fremont, including the tight at OlompaJi, the blood- 
less capture of the mission, and the murder of the 
Haro brothers. Bodega, though honored by a formal 
raising of the stars and stripes in July 1846, and the 
appointment of a civil magistrate, had no history dur- 
ing this period, except as a rancho and the site of a 
prosperous saw-milh Napa in 1848 was surveyed as 
a town sitej had one or two buildings, and was hon- 
ored in the San Francisco press with the title of Napa 
City. Benicia had also its beginning and a much 

Arcc, served aa a pretext to the Beara for openiDg boatiiitieB, This voL^ p, 105 
et seq. It waa nt the same date, Juqg 8th, thkt the ex-znis«ion estate, &ft 
waa claimed, waa sold bv Got. Pico to Antonio Safiol and Antonio M. Tico 
for$5,OCM>, Deed in HaH^nan'a Brief ^ 113-lQt The purchasera did not obtain 
posaeaaioti, and their title waa later decided to bo iiiTalid> E. A. Breed et al 
being the claimants. Other ranchoB granted in 1846 were Banlines, 2 leagnea, 
Oregorio Brionee, to whom the grant wrs confirmed; and *Baacocha, 2^ L^ M. 
Teodora I'eriilta., who waa claimant, rejected. June-Jnly, fight at Olompali, 
Fremont's campaign, Torre's operations, murder of the Haroa and Berreyesa, 
This vol., p, 1C4^77- 1847. April, Kearny to Murphy, asking for an inven- 
tory of mission property in hia dbargej also information about a debt to Hart- 
neli, C^l. dj N. Mex. 1860, p. 297-8, 302-3. Sept., Capt. Foiaom ordered 
to obtain the mission records and aend them to the governor's of&ce for safe- 
keeping. Id.j 397. 1848. Tim. Murphy, alcalde. Feb., inquiries ordered 
by gov. abont mission property that may be taken for uae of the Indians. Id., 
472. 

Bodega. This place had no beginning as a town in 1846-8; but the U, S, 
fiag was raised here in July. This vol., p« 2$2; and Stephen Smith was ap- 
pointed civU magistrate for the regioiL Monterey Galif., Sept. 5th. Subse- 
quently Bodega was subject to the jurisdiction of the Sonoma alcalde in 1847 
-8- For nearly a year the operations of SmiUi'a sa'w-mill were suspended dur- 
ing the war by the flight of Indian laborera and the seiznre of horsea by the 
Americans; but in 1847-8^ on account of the active demand for lumber at S. 
F,, the industry became very profitable, 

Ifa;^ According to the Napa and Lake Co. IlisL, 232 et aeq., the toim 
site of Nam waa surveyed by Nathan Coombs early in 1848, the adobe rancho 
houses of Juarez and Hignera being the only buildings standiug in the vicin- 
ity. The first building was a saloon, built by Harrison Pierce — still standing 
in ISdl — in May, completed in time to be deserted for the mines on the out- 
break of the gold fever, but occupied by Pierce in the autumn. Yet it is to 
be noted that Wm F. Swasey and Chae C» Southward advertised in the Star 
of April-June a store at Kara City. In Aug. the election of a subordinate 
alcalde waa ordered. Ccd, A A'", Mex. ISSO^ p» 595» 

Benicia. At the end of 1846 M. G. Vallejo and Eobert Semple devised 
the Bcbeme of building a new city on the Strait oE Carqnines. For this pnr- 
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more ambitious career, of which full details from 
original sources are givea in my note. General 
Vallejo gave five miles of land, on which Robert 
Semple, with Larkin as a partner, undertook to build 
a city at the Carqulnes Strait, which should be the 
Pacific metropolis. Two hundred lots were sold and 

pose, on Dec. 22d V. deeded to S. &n undivided h^f of a tract of 5 square 
milea of the Soscol raucho, the deed being put on record at Sonoma and S» 
F. The town was to be uamed Franciaca, in honor of Vallejo'ft wife, Do5a 
Franciaca Eeiiicia Carrillo, V/s chief motive was to increaae the value of 
his remaining lauds^ by promoting the settlement of the northern frontier; 
and he waa willing to dispose of hie interest in the proposed town. The earliest 
original record that I l^re fonnd is a letter of Rlay 4, 1847, in which Semple 
writes of Larkm's dcaire to buy the gener^*8 interest, and expresses hia ap- 
proval if the change suits Vallejo. S. is closing up his business, and will 
move his newspaper to Francisca by Aug. at latest. Vall^o, Doc.^ MS., siL 
2S0. Accordingly^ on May 13th at Sono-ma, Semple deeded, back hia half of 
the property to Vallejo. Original m Btar Flag Pap.y MS,, 31. Next day, 
the 19th, Vallejo deeded whole property, reserving the right to some town 
lots, to Semple and Larkin for a nominal consideratiou of J100> V€tUfjOy Doc. 
Hist. Cal.t MS., xil 291; San FrannJmo Caiybmian, July 3d. Semple 
transferred his paper iu May, not to Franeisca but to S. F.; and the issues 
of May 29th and June 6th contained notices of the proposed town, sale of 
lots, establishment of a ferry, etc. Meanwhile Semple had gone in persou 
to Francisca to start his ferry and have the towa site surveyed by Jaspw 
O'Fartell. Doubtless the city founders had counted on derivi^ an ad.- 
vantage from the resemblauee of the name Francisca to Sao Irancisco^ 
against Yerba Bueua, a name little known in the outside world. But tha 
dwellera on the peuinsula, as we have seen, had checkmated them by refusing 
in Jan. to permit Yerba Buena to supplant officially the original name, Ac* 
cordinglythe speculatora deemed ifc wise to yieldj Semple writes on June 
12th from 'fienicia,' and after a partmg wail in the CcU\fo7^ian of the 12tli, 
the change to Beuicia is announced in the issue of the 19tb, In his letter of 
the 12th to Larkin, Semple saya the plan is completed and the lots are num- 
bered; several have been selected by men who propose to build; two men are 
Jreparing to open stores; S, will have three frames ready for putting up in 
uly; five men are getting out lumber; 50,000 ft could be sold m 3 weeks; S. 
has bought 1,000 varaa opposite (I^lartinez) for a ferry-houae; plenty of coal 
at the point opposite Mare Island* *Benicia is making quite a stir in the 
greatcltyof S. P/ LarMn'sDoCyMS-iV. 1S9. On June 29th articles of agree- 
ment were signed at B. F. by Semple and Larkin. Lota of even number were 
to belong to L. and odd numbers to S.; wharves and all privileges equally 
divided; each to sell or convey his interest without interference by the 
other; each donates 4 squares for public uses; each gives a lot for ferries, and 
4 lots in 100 for town use. Calif., Jnly 25th. S. returned at onco to the 
strait; and in July Larkin contracted with H. A. Green of Sonoma for lumber, 
and with Samuel Brown to build 2 two-story wooden houses for S^OO and 2 
miles of land at the Cotate raucho. LarJda's Doc, MS,, v. 177, 179, 181, 202, 
219. In Auji;., aa appeal^ from Semple''s letters, the doctor contracted for 
50,000 feet of lumber at $40, opened a suaall store, wrote to the gov. to eecure 
an alcaldeahip (which the gov. declined, after consultation with Larkin^ on 
Aug, 23d. Col. AN. Mex. 1850, p. 389); Vallejo sent Indians to build him 
a house, Charles Heath was employed in boat -building, Stephcu Smith agreed 
ti* establish a lumber-yard if the town continued to prosper, McClurgand 
Kd^t agreed for 16 lots to build a store and warehouse in which to keep a 
good supply of goods and lumber, Maj. Stephen Cooper decided to settle at 
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fifteen or twenty buildings erected before the gold 
excitement, which latter event was deemed extremely 
favorable to the prospects of the town. Francisea 

was the name at first selected, in the vain hope that 
the name of Saa Francisco would be permanently 
changed to Yerba Buena, but it was the new estab- 

Benicia, a ditch was dug, and a brilUaait Bucccas became a matter of certainty J 
Larhn's Doc., MS., v. liOO, 204-5, 210, 227. Meanwhile, aiid in Sept, as ap- 
pears from original correBp., there waa a fair demand for lota abroad. V. Ben- 
nett, John H. Brown, J. HudapetJi, A. J. Grayson, J. W. Eggleaton, David AV. 
Chandler, John Couaens, Samuel E. Palmer, H. Smith, \Vm Gordon, Josiah 
Belden, C. W. Wooster, John W. IL Dmmmond, and B. E. Bucfcelew sig- 
nified their willingnesa to take tho lots assigned them. Ono of them writes 
that he haa credited the price, as a matter of form, "merely nominal of course.' 
/rf., 23S, 246, 254, 260,276,316. Wm L Tuatin, i^cco^;-, MS., 5-8, says that 
he arrived early in the summer with his wife and ohild, just as OTarr«li waa 
departing, and while Semplc was abaent in quest of lumber. He thereforo 
claims to have been the first resident, and to have bnilt the first house. The 
2d was built by Henry Crouch for Scmple; the 3d by Wm (or Benj.) McDon- 
ald, later Pfiater^s atore; and the 4th for Cooper as a hotel. A similiar ac- 
ccant is given by iB, U, Gray in Solajio Vo^ Hist-t 149 et aeq. Cooper, in S. 
F. Siar^ Apr. 1, 1S4S, tells us that the 1st house wa£ begun on Aug. 27th. 
The original correap. shows that Tuatin's house and several others were occu- 
pied before Sept. 7tn» In a letter of Nov. llfch, Semple, Bear Flag Pap., MS., 
34-6, writes that there wore 15 fine houses under cover, and several more in 
process of construction. On the 2l)th he sent a more detailed report, ehowing, 
as supplemented by earlier allusions, a total of IG buildingSf sa follows; Wm 
I. Tustin's adobe 40 x 18 ft, Semple'a adobe store 40 x 18, occupied by E. H. 
Von Pfister, Semple's wooden house 30 x 25, in which Stephen Cooper Uvea, 
Semple's 2'Btory wooden house 36 s 18, Cooper'a 2-atory adobe hotel 36 x 18, 
Landy Alford^s houae 18 s 16, Nathan Barbour^s house 18 x 16, Bri^s & Rua- 
setrs frame houae 28 x 20, Forb^h's {Benj. Forbush T| adobe house 18 s 20, 
Wm Bryant's frajue honae 24 x 12, 'elegantly bnilt,* Henry (or Wm) Eusseira 
frame house 24 x 12 {Bryant and Euasell were partners), Charles L. Bene- 
dict's wooden bonso and grocery 18 x 16, Vallejo's building 130x36, intended 
to bo raiaed to 2 etories the next year, blacksmith's (fine, who died in 1S48) 
adobe shop Id x 17, and 2 houses 23 x 19 and 18 x 10, built by Barbour for 
owners not named. Some of these were not quite furnished, even when occu- 
pied, and there were half a dozen other frames ready for shipment or erec- 
tion. The foundations for Larkin's two houses were ready, nut Green and 
Brown were very slow about going on with the building. Meanwhile, and be- 
fore the end of the year, Semple had a canal 13 ft wide between 1st and 2d 
streets, and had made much progress on road and wharf; he had found plenty 
of chalk, quicksilver, and co£U. in the vicinity; and had many applica- 
tions for lots, the price of which was raised from $20 to $50. John S. Will- 
iams had selected lota and prepared to build; Henry Smith was mentioned aa 
engaged in building; and Greenmadeanew contract to put up Larkin's houses. 
The doctor was full of enthusiasm, waa delighted at the success of vessels in 
reaching his port, and had no doubttbatBeniciawaa to be the Pacific metrop- 
olis in spite of the liea told at the villages of S- F. and Sonoma. His great 
trouble was Larkin's lukcwarmneas in the cause. It required the most per- 
sistent urging to induce L. even to visit the place late in the autumn. That 
a man in his senses should look out for a few dimes at Monterey and neglect 
interests worth millions of dollars at Benicia seemed to Sample incomprehen- 
sible. Larlin'a Doc, MS., v. 250, 2i3S, mi, 315, 344, 351-2, 354, The doc- 
tor's, marriage about Christmas to Maj. Cooper's daughter did not dampen hia 
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lishment that had to change its name. . Semple's faith 
and industry, like his disgust at the comparative luke- 
warmness of others, \vere unhmited. It is still be- 
lieved by many that opportune cooperation with a 
Httle good luck in 1848-9 might have made Benicia 
in reality a formidable rival to the city on the penin- 

zeaiL The Solano Co. Hiul^ uajaes aa j^aant at tha festivitleaf beaidea eome 
that bad been named above, David A. iJavis, Charles S. Hand, Edward Htg- 
gine, F. S- Holland, Henry Matthews, George Stevens, and Wm Wateon. 
At the end of Dec, 28 citizens petitioned the gov. for a new district to bo set 
off from Sonoma under an alcalde. Unb. Doc., MS,, 127-^; and on Jan, 3, 
1848^ the gov, granted tho petition, appointing Stephen Cooper alcalde, and 
on the Bame diiy ( 1) coneuUing Alcalde Boggs at Sonoma as to the desirability 
of the proposed change. Cat. d? JV, Mex, IS50, p. 452-3. The boundaries of 
the fienicda district were: from mouth of Napa Kiver up that stream to bead 
of Ude-water, east to top of ridge dividing Napa from Sac, vall^yajUorthwarda 
along that ridge to northern boundary of Sonoma district, ea^t to Sao. Eiver, 
and down that river and Suisim Bay to point of beginning. Early in 1848, 
E. H. Von Poster began to act as Larkin^a agent, and I have many of hid 
original letters, m Avell as Semple's. There was much corresp. about lumber, 
contracts, and projected buildings; Higgins and Hand did eoniO work on Lar- 
kin^s foundations; PeraiforF, Smith applied for lota for a residence and store; 
Fanat dug a well; Hand did some work on a school; Green waa always on 
the point of beginning to do Bomething on Larkin's houses; B. L. Kilbum 
of Napa wished to settle here and make contracts for buildings; Cooper fenced 
Larkin'e square and planted it with locust trees, projecting also a vineyard; 
Semple predicted that there would be 100 houses before the end of the season, 
meanwhile working day and night and economizing to [>ay his debts, also 
building or repairing with the aid of Wood a launch in addition to bia old ferry- 
scow (Tiistin says the scow was bailt in Hapa C^eek by Chas Heath, and the 
sloop at Benicia, being painted green and called the QTeenhom)t and mean- 
while dreaming of a horse-power ferry-boat; a gale blew down one of the 
doctor's framea and part of Pfiat^r'a atore; Fine, tbe blackamith, died; E» L. 
Stetson tried to fonn a pariaiership with Pdstcr or start a store of his own; 
Kussell sold bis house and left town; Davis and Fine opened a store at tha 
ferry-bouB© On the contra costa, which, hurt von P,'a Dusineas, so that he 
thought of taking James Creighton as a partner; and Mr Brunt is named 9a a 
house-owner, Larkm^o BoCy MS., vi. 28, 33, 35, 46-9, 61, 68, 72, 93, 97. In 
the Siar of April latMaj, Cooper has a letter of March 22d, in which he eaye; 
^There are now 14 houses of adobes and frame, the smallest 18 ft by 16| and 
the largest 66 by 20 ft, 2-Btory» We have here 8 carpenters, one blacksmith, 
and one wagon-maker, a tavern, and two stores. There has been upwards of 
200 lots sold, averaging about $13 each, GO or 70 of them sold on condition 
that the purchasers sh^l within the present year build a house to cover 600 
sq. feet, many of which are in progress of erection,* He adds that the ferry 
has paid |150 a month, which has been donated, with lots, for the benedt of 
schools. But in May camo the gold fever to interrupt for a time Benicia'a 
progreaa toward greatness. On May 19th Semple wrote that in three days 
not more than two men would be left; on the same day Von Pdster an- 
nounced that in two months his trade had been only $50, and that he was 
goingto tho Sacramento, learing Larkin's husineas in charge of Cooper; and 
now H. A, Green came at last to work on Larkin's long-delayed houses, actu- 
ally completing one of them I Semple remained, for hta ferry and transporta- 
tion buameas became immensely profitable. Id., v. 121; vL 112» 116. The 
doctor promptly realized that the discovery of gold, notwithstanding its tem- 
poraiy effects, waa to be the making of Benicia and a death-blow to ita rival, 

But. Qal., Vol. 7. 43 
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sula- Stockton, under the efforts of Charles M, Weber, 
made a beginning as a town, and achieved a consider- 
able development during the early golden times as a 
centre of trade for the southern mines. New Hope, 
on the Stanislaus, was cut off in its infancy as a set- 
tlement by the resolution of the Mormon potentate to 
fix the 'new hope' of his people in the far interior. 

S. Francisco, All that waa needed was to eatablisli a -wLoleeale house, 
obtain for shipa Uie privilege of discharglDg their cargoes, if not of paying 
dutiea, at tho etrait, and induce one or two prominent ehippera to make use 
of the privile^. Scores of traders came to B. from the mines, anxioua to buy 
there and avoid the dangers and delays of a trip to S. F. If Jjarlcin would 
only see bia opportuDiby 1 But the Monterey c^italist was apathetic, blind 
to hia opportunities as hie partner thought. Exhortations, entreaties, and 
even threats seem to have liad but little efTeet on him. Semple from July 
to Dec. tried to inaJ^e him understand that he was years behiud the times, 
that ho was by no means the *ltve go-ahead Yankee for whom S, thought he 
had exchanged Vallejo, that he must wake up. On July Slat he threatened 
if L, did not come and go to work by Aug. -SOth, to having nothing more to 
do with him. In Dec. hia indignation knew no bounda, when he learned 
that L. wae thinking of erecting a row of buildings in Yerba Buena 1 This 
he declared the hardest blow yet aimed at Benicia, worae thaji all the Ilea 
that had been told, since it showed that the chief owner had no confidence in 
the new town. *For God's sake, name a price nt which you will aelloat/ he 
writes, and offered 115,000 for Larkin^fl interest. Id., 150, 154,244- Of act- 
ual prepress in the last half of 1648 we have no definite information; but 
Bethnel Phelps linally became a partner with Semple and Larkin; and aev- 
ci"al years elapsed, as we shall see, before Benicia's dreams of metropolitan 
greatness came to an end. Many men of good jadgment jet believe that 
could abegimiiDgof wholesale trade have been made iu 1847-^, Benicia would 
have been the great city; while others regard Semple'a projectas the baseless 
vision of an enthusiast. It should be added here that Yallejo's original title 
to the Soscol rancho was finally, and moat unjustly, rejected by tho U. S. 
supreme court; which caused the holders under Semple and I^kin much 
trouble untU they were relieved by an act of congress. At Montezuma, J. 
I^ird advertified bis feny from Feb. 1343 as affording the best crossing of the 
Sacramento for travellers from Sonoma and San Jos^ or Sutter's Fort. Star, 
Ca^forvian. Halo Ghemuck or Chamo was the name of a new town on the 
river in the same region, projected by Bid well, Beading, and Hoppe, and sev- 
eral cabins were huilt before the gold fever began to rage. Ca^foTuian, Aug. 
28p 1847. Star and OaUf., Dec. 9, 1848. 

Stockton. In 1S44-5 C. M, Weber, through Wm Gulnac, had obtained 
the French Camp rancho. The first Bottlers, living in tule huts, were Thomas 
Lindsay, killed hy the Indians, and David Kelsey, who died of small-pox. 
In 1346 Weber made eQbrts to ioduce immigrants to settle ou hia grant, but 
fear of Indians and the outbreak of the war prevented success. In Aug, 1847 
Weber himself moved to the place from S. Jos^, and besides attending to 
hia business as a ranchero, laid ont a site called Tnleburg as the nucleus of a 
town of the future. Except the captain^s employees, however, the place can 
hardlf be said to have had any inhabitants until the gold fever broke out in 
March-MaA^. Theu Tuleburg Deeame tho headquarters of a mining company 
organized by Weber to operate in different diggings. This company beiuff 
dissolved, the captain gave his attention from Sep! to the town, reeurveyea 
and renamed Stockton, where he built a store. Thus the town dates in ideal- 
ity from the gold excitement, and this alight mention is all that is called for 
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At New Helvetia, or Sutter's Fort, from the time of 
the settlers' revolt early in 1846 to the discovery of 
gold at the beginning of 1848, there was nothing in 
the course of events or development that requires 



in this volume. See Gilbert's account in S. Joaquin Co. Hist.; and Tinkham's 
Bist. Stoddm, The Monuoa eettleraent of New Hope, on the Stanislaus, 
where several cabins were erected and other improvementa made in 1846-7, 
has been mentioned in this vol., p, 652-3- In April 1847 a letter in the Star 
indicates 10 or 12 Hettlera, and 3 or 4 houses completed. In the Star from 
Oct. IB advertised, in connection with the dissolution of the firm of Brannan 
ft Co., the Bale of all the improvements at New Hopej Eobbine, Stark, and 
Gtover being agents. 

New Helvetia event*. 1S46, Jan. -April, viaite of Fremont and Gillespie. 
This vol., p. 3> 22, 24, 29. Jan., Mr Trow preparing stakes to lay out a new 
town on the Sacramento. N. Hdv. Diary^, MS., 32, Survey by Haatinga and 
Bid well finiahed Feb. Id., 34. The new town is called Sutterville in Yolo 
Co. HisUf 30, aJid Nueva Helvetia in Br^mtVn What I Saw^ 272. June, pre- 
liminariea of the eettlera' revolt. This voL, p. 77 et seq. First operations: 
Taking of Arce's horses, JOth. /<f., 105 et seq. June IGwi, Vallejo and other 
prisoners from Sonoma; E. M. Kern in command at the fort; chronologic 
iiffaira to July 10th. Id., 120-9, 170. Jnly, return of Fremont from Sonoma, 
9tb; missing U. S. flag, llth; march of the battalion for Monterey. Id., 1&4- 
0, 24.3-4, 240-7. Aug.-Oct., Kern and E. J. Sutter in oommand; release of 
Sonoma prisoners; Walla Walla Indian scare. Id., 29S-302. Sept., John 

Sinclair elected alcalde. Unb. £><k., MS., 29C; McKin&try'» Pap., MS., 9. 
Oet.-Nov., enlistment of immigrants for the battalion, also an Ind. garrison 
for the fort This vol., p- 359, Arrival of immigrants. Id., 524 eb seq. 
Measures for relief of Douner party, Oct.-Feb. Id., 037 et seq. 1847. Sin- 
clair still acting as alcalde for the district; Geo. McKinBtry sheriE June- 
July, departnre of Kearny, Fremont, and Stockton for the east. Id. , 452-4. 
June^ept, 25 N. Y, vol. under Lieut Anderson garrison the fort Id., 514. 
Aug^, Mormons here on their return east. Id., 493. Arrival of immigrants. 
Id., 554-7. Arrival of the let steamer in Bee. Id., 578-9; N* Helv, biarpt 
MS., 143. Dec., statistics furnished by Sutter to govt: white pop. 2S9, hau- 
breed, Hawaiian^ and negro 16, tamo Ind. or ex-neophytes 479, centiles 
21,873 I Sixty dwelling- houaeB at the fort; 6 mills in the district, and a tan- 
nery; no schools, but the new town will have one next year; 14,000 fan. 
wheat raised this season, McKhi&try^a Pap., MS., 23; Uvh. Doc., MS., 91-2, 
296, 307. 1343. Sinclair alcalde and McKinstry sheriff. An election of 4 
subordinate alcaldes was ordered in Aug., and in Nov, Sinclair was reap- 
pointed by the gov. The diseovety of gold was in January, Ind. affairs of 
1846-8 are briefly mentioned in this \'ol., p. 56ti ot seq,, and escopt numerous 
petty details too bulky for reproduction, nothing beyond this brief outline is 
obtainable. 

Banchos of the Sacramento and S. Joaquitn valleys granted in 1S46, 
most of the titles being finally pronounced invalid, were as follows: Oai&ada 
de Capay, Yolo co,, 9 leagues, Santiago Nemesis and P. Berreyeea, Jasper 
OTarrell claimant; 'Moquelamo, Calaveras, 11 I,, Andres Pico, who waa ct. ; 
•Sacramento, Colusa, 111,, Manuel DiaE, who waa cl,; ranches not named, 
in Butte Co., to Dioniaio and Mlximo Fernandez, who was cL; U 1, to *Kenry 
Cambuston, who was cL; in S. Joaquin Go., 8 1, to A. B. Thompson, who waa 
cL.; 1 1 I, to *Jo3(S Castro, who was cl, ; 11 L to ^Jos^Caatro, B, S. Lippincott 
cl; 11 L at junction of S. Joaquin and Stanislaus rivers to *John Itbwland, 
who was cL March 5, 1848, Gov. Mason refusea to recognize a lease of landa 
to Sutter and Marshall by the Indians, Gal. <& N. Mtx. 1850, p. 490. 
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fuller notice than is given in the appended note- 
John Sinclair acted as alcalde of the district under 
the American rule, and the population at the end of 
1847 was estimated at nearly 300, besides Indians. 

I append a plan of San Francisco in 1848, as prom- 
ised at the beginning of this chapter, with a long 
explanatory note/ 

'San Francisco and ita buildings before the ontl^eai: of the gold fever m 
May 1848. In these notoa and the accompanying plan I have attempted to 
fis the location of the principal buiidinga of the town. Inclndin^ enantics, 
there were standing about twice as many atructurea aa I have indicated, hut 
many of them were mere out-buildiugs connected with those located, and re- 

Bpecting the Bites of the reafc there 13 no agreement 
among witnesses, I have also indicated the original 
owners of the lots in each block. The blocks coii' 
tained six or four 50-vara lots each, which are re- 
ferred to by number in thia order. The numbers 
given to the blocks are arbitrary, for my own con- 
venience and that of the reader, Buiidinga are 
referred to hj letters on the plan. My special anthori - 
tieSf in addition to the many cited elsewhere in this 
and earlier local chaptera on S. FranciacOj are the following: official maps 
of S. F,, showing blocks and lota; Whe^ler^s Land IHtles, showing the 
grantcea of lots; advertisements aad items in the Star and Cal\f<yniiiin of 
1S47-8; original corresp. of Leidcaderff, Eoes, Sherman, and others, in Lar- 
kin*a Doc.; Swaaey's View 0/ S^ F, m J5^-7, pnblished in 1884, founded 
on the recollectionB of Stevenson, Hy<ie, and Vallejo, hesidea those of the 
author, and a work of considerable merit; A. D. Piper's recollections, in the 
Alta of Feb, 17, 1867; J. C, Ward's Diary, in the ArgonatU; and the testi- 
mony of the following men, aa given to mo in interviewa of 1885: Wni H. 
Davis, Wm S. Clark, Charles V. Gillespie, Richard M. Sherman, and John 
H.Brown. Except juana Brionea* house, and perhaps one or two more in 
the Norch'Boach region, there were probably no buildings beyond the limits 
of my plan, thongh tho limits of Vallejo, Powell, aud Bush streeta are arbi- 
trarily chosen, the survey, as elsewhere explained, eitending considerably 
farther. My plan shows also the extent of water snbsequentty filled in ajid 
covered by the growing city. In no respect is more than approximate accu- 
raicy claimed. All the buildings not otherwise removed, except two, were 
destroyed by the firea of ]849-ol. 

Block 1. Lot-owners, 1 John Travera 1S47, 2 Josiah Belden (beach), 3 
L. Everhart '48, 4 Henry Huber (beach). Block 2. Lot-owners, all in 1S47, " 
1 Eoland Oelston, 2 Wm H, Peteraon, 3 J. M. Stanley, 4 Ed Bryant, 5 Ed 
Burgeaa, 6 Laz. Everhart* 

Block 3. Lot-owners, all in 1S47, 1 Jas. F. Reed, 2 Christiaai Enss, 3 
Adolph Euss, 4 Robert Semple, G McK. EeverJey, 6 Charles KnsB, Ward 
telLa vs that Semplc gave his lot in M8 to J. 0- Buchanan, probably to show 
his faith in Benicia. Buildingsi a, tho B-uss brothers pnt on tho comer lot a 
ship's caboose, building additions aa required, and occupying the premises 
from 1847. Until after the gold fever this waa the southern frontier of set- 
tlement. It was separated m)m the next buildings north, and hidden from 
view, by a high sand bank (not shown in Swasey's view) Ivlui; between Pine 
and Cal. streets. The lots have not changed owners, and are atill in 1885 
the site of the Rusa House, a more pretentions strneture than the original- 
Block 4. Lot-owners, all in *47, 1 Benj. Kilbum, 2 Jaraea Barrett, 3 
Philip Brewn, 4 E. P. Jones, 5 Geo, MoDongall, 6 Chorlea Docente. The 



PLAN OF SAN FRANCISCO. 



677 



n 



POWELL _ 



T 



n 



STREET 






STOCKTON BTREET 

» 4 » !i le S" ^ ^a'^ .« .1 ^ «. y i- ' 



n 



, DUPONT 

I rt I r n I— r 



43 



"f'-^^T^^ 




» 



aa 



n 



^or^WS- 



PL«A 






Bfl I 9 4a 




r 



4S 




JAQJUOOMER 



iQ"a 




a 





ej_Fff£T _ 



'rQ 



Tl 



r 



-=+ 






-=rT 









BATTERY 



.STREET 

&9 I 








15^ 






--■.: 



^^^^r^:=^^:^^:^- — - ^^^^^^^ g^^^^^^ ^ ^S 






_= i. 




San Fha^jui^co ipj 184S, 



678 LOCAL ANNALS OF THE NORTH. 

miafiion trail, or road, followed approximately the line of Keamy and Mia- 
sion Btreeta to the mission, 3 miles south-westward. Block 5. Lot-owners, 
all in '47, 1, 2, 4, 5 C. L. Hoea, 3 J. M, CurtU. 6 Jean Kleinshroth, Block 
6. Lot-owners, 1 , 4 not sold tiU '49, 2, 3. 5, 6 E. V. Jonea in '48. Block 7. 
Beach-lots sold to B. S, Lippincott and C. L. Rosa. 

Block 8. Lot-ownera, 1 sold in '49, 2 Wm S, Clark 47, 3 L. W. Hast- 
ings '47, 4 Dioniaio Garcia '40, 5 John Towusend *47, 6 W. A. Leidestlorlf 
(beaeh), Bnildings: c, Br Townsend, late in *47, erected a wooden residence 
on his lot, where ho lived with his family and had his physician^s offico in 
*48 and latcv. Hia alcalde's office was apparently not here. At a, Starkey, 
Janion & Co., merchants, had their store, with a separate office, on theLeiJes- 
dorff lot in '49-50. It was probably built in *48. They bad also an office 
in *48 at the cor. of Clav and Keamy, probably in the Cfity Hotel. 

Block 9. Lotownera in '47, 1 Charles C. Burr, 2 Charles Heath, 3 Jos 
Hicks, 4 Basil Hall, 5 Eliab Grimes '46, 6 Eobert Ridley *44. Buildings: a, 
adobe house, or rather a mixed atruetare of wood and mud, built by Ridley 
on his lot in '46. E. W. Pell lived hero with Eidley for a time. Early in 
'47 it was bought by LeidesdorfF, who spent thereat of his life there. Leidea- 
dorff*a cottago is described as the only hoaae in town which had a garden, be- 
ing the southernmost houso until Kuaa built one over the sand hilf far out in 
the suburbs. Ward gives a view of the cottage, with aorae other buildings in 
the distance northward. W. D. M. Howartf lived here after L.'a death in 
'48-50. Above this building, at c, Swaacy has an unnamed structure, which 
is also remembered by others. It was probably a shanty erected by Grimes 
to hold the lot. Boss mentions a houao and lot on cor. of Pine and Heamy, 
offered to him in '48 for $350. 

Block 10. Lot-owners in '47, 1 Howard Oakley, 2 Geo, McKinstry, a 
Geo, Panano, 4 Keari Palani, 5 J. A- Sutter, 6 Jacob Dopkeu. Block li, 
lot 1 E. H, Harrison '48, 2 C. L. Rosa '47, 3 C. W. Wooster '47, 4 Rich. 
Knowlea '47, 5 J. B. McClurg '47, 6 John Philips '47- Block 12, lota 1, 2, 3 
Bold in '49, 4 James Lick '48, 5, 6 Wm S. Clark '48, 

Block 15, Lot-owners, '47, 1 John R. Robbins, 2 Leideadorff (bcaeh), 3 
Wm Pettet, 4 blank. Buildings: a, LeidesdorfFs warehouse, on the beach, 
at what was later Leideadorff and CaL atreets. Built by L. probably in '44 
or '45, and used by him till his death in May '4S, also apparently as U. S. 
quartermaster's warehouse. There was a small pier, or whao^, at the landing 
near the building. S. H. Williams & Co. had a store here in '49, and proba- 
bly occupied the old wareboase before the end of '48. Wm Pettet had a 
wooden building on his lot at Cj oeenpied perhaps at first by himself aa a 
painter. In June '47 Gelston & Co, occupied the store with the WhiUtn^s 
cargo in charge of C. L. Ross. They left this place in July or Aug. for the 
cor. of Washington and Montgomery (block 29), after having occupied for a 
short time Larkin's store on the beach [block 18 or 23). Wm Foster occupied 
the building nest aa a, funnturo shop, being succeeded in April '48 in the 
same business by McLean & Oabum, aa appears from advertiaements in the 
Califomian, Before the end of *48 McL & 0., or perhaps Oabum in com- 
pany with Brannan, built a better wooden building west of the other, near the 
comer. This was the lot on which Donahue & Kelly's bank stood later. 
Post and Cooke ore named aa early owners. 

Block 14, Lot-owners, 1, 2, 4, 5 John Fuller 1837 and '47> 3 Francisco 
Sanchez '45, 6 C. W. FlQgge '44. Davis, a later owner of 3, is certain that be 
beugKt of Fliigge, and not Sanchez, the numbers being transposed on the offi- 
cial map. Near the middle of hia 100-vara lot, at e. Fuller in 39 put up 
three amall wooden buildings, in which he lived with his family from that 
time. One of the three, that on the left, or south, waa occupied by Leidea- 
dorff in '45-7, until he moved to the Ridley place (block 9). Br E. T. Bale's 
family lived here with Fuller in '44-5. In March '47 Fuller's property waa 
ad-rertdsed to be sold by the sheriff, but bis oceupakjou aeema not to nave been 
disturbed. The property is described in the adv. as bounded on the north by 
Howard St (Saeraraentol. An alley in this block still bears the name of Fuller 
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Place, Lot 3, on which Ht*x>d the granite building so long occupied by Wells, 
Fargo & Co., was bought in '45 by Wm H- Davis, who built on it a*, wooden 
abanty, a, and a rod-wood fcDce. Mrs Montgomery occupied the honso for a 
time in '45-6; and in '49 Bavis put np a brick building, leaaed to govt for a 
custom-house, and burned in '51- Lot G was bought by Wm M. iSniitb, who 
at c built in '47 or '48 a house occupied by hia partner, Frank Ward, till *49. 

Block 15. Lot-owners, 1 J. M. Hudspeth '47, 2 Geo. McDougall '47, 3 
Henry D. Fitch '46, 4 James K. Berry ^44, 5 E. T. Bale ^44, 6 Wm 8. Hinck- 
loy '44. According to SwetBey^ Bobcrt Hidley bad ahoaaoat ct in '47, which 
is confirmed by Brown; but others do not remember such a buildinc, or that 
Ridley had a house in town after quitting hia bouae in block 9. Block 16. 
Lot-owners, '47, 1 Geo, K- Wiuuer (?), 2 Christina E«ad, 3 Asa, Stevens, 4 J» 
Handerick, 5 Keaniu Cuani, 6 Wm Johnson '44. Block 17» Lot-owners, '47, 
1 blank, 2 Robert Eoberts, 3 MiUa L. Calender, 4 L. 0. Gray, 5 O. D, Le- 
moine, 6 Robert Smith, 

Block 18, beach-lota, granted in '46 to tho wife of James A. Forbes, A 
portion setima to have been owned by Larkin in '47, though there is some con- 
fusion in the matter, Ross, representing Gelston & Go. in Pettet's store 
(block 13» c), tried in '47 to buy or lease Larkin's lot, 'opposite, on the cor- 
ner, in a lino with Ward.' Larkin^s Doe. He did not get tho lot, but rented 
from Larkin hia 'honae on the beach, oa the Forbes' lot,' at $50, occupying it 
for leaa than a month as a store, A aick man occupied it in Oct, lu Feb, 
'48 Larkin's ^little white house under the hill* — ^apparently the same— was 
vacant, and Roaa, as L.'s agent, had a chance, byimproving it and moving it 
to the corner, to lease it for $300 to Mowry and wife for a shoe-shop and 
cofTee-aaloom This waa done — or at least the improvements were mad«. 
At tho samo time, Koss desired to obtain a lease of the Forbes' lot on whie^ 
to build a warehonse on the beach, elae he would have to build on bis owa 

lot, nesct to Starkly & Jauion (block 3). It docs not appear that he succeeda^ 

before theeudof *4S. All this appears from original correap. inLarkin^aDoc.; 
but nobody remembers anything about tho matter, and it is complicated hy 
the fact that L, had auother Forbes* lot in block 23, and also lota with some 
buildings in block 21 on the bill, Wm H. Davis infortiis us that the Hml- 
Hon's Bay Co. built a kind of warehonse at c in '42-3, and it was still standing 
in '47-8; but he remembers no other building in tho block except a shed at a, 
built by himself for Paty &. Co. in '44, which was removed before ^48. Davis 
thiaks the wharf at e, foot of Commercial St,, later known as Long Wharf, 
was begun in *48. but thia seems doubtful. On the Clay-St. wharf at ^, as 
recorded elsewhere in this chapter, coosiderable work was done before the 
gold excitement in *48, but nobody remembers that the result was of any 
praetical use at that time, I suppose that the buildiug at c may have been 
identical with the Larkin building alluded to above. The dotted lino cross^ 
in^ this block and the one nest north indicates the position of a steep bank 
riflmg from the beach. Near Clay St. it waa about 10 feet high, but dimin- 
iahea in both directions, and disappeared just above Washington and below 
Sacramento streets. In *35 ct scq. Capt. Richardson's Indians arc said to have 
had a temascal near the foot of Sacramento St. 

Block 10. Lot-owners from *40, 1, 2, 4, 6 Jean Viogot, 3, 6 J. P, Lcese. 
At a, about the comer of the later Commercial St-, Leeae built in ^38 a large 
wooden store, and adjoining it, in '39, a small kitchen. L. lived here till 
'41, when he sold the buildings and both lots to the H. B. Co. Wm G. Rae, 
for the company, built an additional structure south of the kitchen in '42, 
used at first for a stable, and later as a warehouse; advertised as a warehouse 
at cor. Sac. and Montgom. streets in '47» The main building, used as a 
dwelling and store, is mentioned by every visitor, and is fully described in 
the narrative of Mrs Eae. After Kae's death in '45, Forbes occupied tho 
buildings for a time, until in ^46 the property was sold to Melius & Howard, 
who lived and traded here in '40-8, Howard, however, moving hia residenco 
to the Leidoadorff cottage (block 9, a) in May '48, On tho northern lot, at e, 
M. & H. erected late in '43 tho first brick building in town. Perhaps John 
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Faller had ft sbanty here in 'SB, before moving to hia house in block 14. At 
c, on bis own land, Vioget in ^-MKl erected a wooden atmcture, in whicb he 
lived and kept a drinking and billiard saloon till abont '44, He was auc- 
ceoded in the same buaineas — still remaining owner— by Juan N. Padilla, 
Robert Ridley, and (perhaps later) J. H. Brown, down to Ang. *47, when it 
was refitted and kept as & hotel by E. V. Jones, to the gold excitement, 
though it had boon advertised for sal^ by Vioget in Oct. '47. The name had 
been changed from the Vioget House to PorbamontU Houae in July '46. 
Swaaey has a ecparate building below the hotel as Jonea' residence, which 
wonld seem an error. Piper describes the hotel as 'a small cluster of oue- 
fltory buildinga. ' Late in '4S a part was occupied aa a atore by Finley, John- 
son & Co.; ftnd another part, the N> "W. cor-, aa a hardware atore by 0> E. 
Wetmore. 

Block 20. Lot-owners, *43, 1 Trinidad Moya, 2 Vicente Miramontea, 3 
Jo3^ Benavidea '46, 4 Juan CaataQeda, 6» 6 Jjoideadorfll The City Hotel, at 
a, was a lar£;e adobe building erected by Leideadorff in *4^. It is mentioned 
aa a new budding in the Star of Feb. '47, and was kept as a hotel by John 
H. Brown — being often known as Brown'a Hotel — unUl Oct., when Mr and 
Mra Skinner took charge. The rooms fronting on tho stroota wore much 
used in *47-8 aa officea and storea. Shelly Si Norria, Jasper OTarrell, Alcalde 
Hyde, A, J. Grayaon (book and variety atore), McDonald, auctioneer, Wm 
S. Clark, 0. V. Gilleapie, ^cDougall & Parker, brokers, and Starkey, Jon- 
ion & Co., seem to be among those who thus uaed the rooma. In the laat 
half of '4S Brown waa again in charge^ R. A. Parker being the leasee at 
$2,000. The Annals, 346, has a view o( the building, and quotes an account 
published in the jdi^a just after its deatraction by the fire of 'oh In '48-9 
the City Hotel was the headquartera of the gamblers; and was from *40 
leased at $16,000, and aublet for atores and rooma at a great profit. It was 
a low building with a veranda in front. The adobe hous^ at c was built in 
^46 by Vit^t on the Beuavidea lot, V. 'a wife being a Benavidea, and occTipied 
by him in 47-8. At e on the same lot, according to Davia, waa a small two- 
story wooden house where the Grimcses lived in '47-8, and where Capt.G. died. 
D. thinks thia also may have been built by Vioget in *46. Abovn Grimes, 
at *, Vicente Miramontcs built on his own lot about '44 a wooden houae, in 
which he lived with his family to '48 and later. Swaaey's no. 21, accredited 
to Nod, may be intended for tbia house. At m, Wm Pettct advertiaoa, in April 
'48, a store for the sale of glasaware^ etc., * opposite the school-house.^ Swa- 
aey haa a group of 3 buildinga here, one of them the residence of Padilla. 
Dv Foargeand aeema also to havo had an office in this vicinity. 

Block 2L Lot-ownera, L Wm Kittlemau '47, 2, 3, 5, 6 J, P. Leese '36, 
4 Newell Bullen '47. At a Leese built in '36 the first house in town, as elaC' 
where recorded {vol. iii. p. 709)i where the St Francis Hotel stood later. It 
is not known that it was occupied after Leeae left it, and it waa perhaps 
removed about '40. Davis is positive that it was not there in '46-S, though 
Swaaey gives a small building not Teamed. At tf, or at Sac. and Dupont, ac- 
cording to the Alta of Oct. 2S, 1352, the U» S. military authoritiea buiJt a 
kind of block-house in '46. Kobody romembcra such a structure, though 
G-illespie locates the jail in this vicinity in '48. The 100-vara lot, however, 
became the property of Larkin, and in '47 had on it a shed that had been 
built by Capt. Hull for a hospital, doubtless the blockhouse aa above. A 
man named Antonio occupied it for L., but waa ejected by order of Shubrick. 
L. had a cellar dug for a new house, and there are several oommunications 
on the subject. Ijater in '47 L- bad two amail houses rented for $^ and $7; 
also — perhaps the same — two sheds rented to a baker for $9. Larhm*s Doc 
There may be some confusion betwcea this and L.'s other lota in blocka 18, 
23, q- V. Block 22. Lot-owners, '47, 1 Matthew J. Haan, 2 Robert Petch, 
3 Howard Oakley, 4 Wm Pettet, 5 Daniel Clark, 6 John Sirrine. 

Block 23, Lot-ownera, aoathem Lot (beach) Nathan Spear '49, northern 
J. A. Forbea '46, perhaps owned later by Larkin. Seenoteonblock 18, there 
being some confuaiou about theae Forbes-Larkm lots. At Oj on the northern 
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Tialf of the Spear lot. Ward & Smith had their large wooden store in '47-8. 
It was advertised as ' No, 3 Montgomery St,,' this and the building nearly 
opposite being the only onea in town tEia.t indulged in numbers. Wells & 
Ward (J. C.)» according to Davia, occupied part of tho building in '4S; and he 
also states that tho Star cuid Califomian at tho end of that year was pub- 
lished here. In Aprilj Rosa occupied W. & S.'a*warehouse,*which may have 
been the same building. LarHiCs Doc. About the same time Mowry wae liv- 
ing in W. & S,'s yard, but soon movod to Larkin's house near by. Id. At c, 
Daria states that at the foot of the bank was a spring, where in ^3S-9 Fuller, 
living diagonally opposite^ had a kind o! wash-house or shed. Late in '47 
K. M. Sherman bought the southern half of the lot, and employed W, H. 
Merrill to erect a wooden store, which was occupied by Sherman & Ruckel 
in '48, In ldS5 Sherman still owns the property, and has an oiSLce in the 
Sherman Building, Tho dotted line, as before explained^ shows the bank ris- 
ing abruptly from the beach, S. says that he had a bridge from his front 
door to tne bank, which proves that it was in the street at this point; others 
think it was not so far west. C. L. Boss seems to have had a Inmber-yard 
on the flat either in this block or the one next north. 

Block 24. Lot-owners, 1 Geo* Allen '42, 2 Nathan Spear 46, 3 Spear and 
Mre Hinckley '47-6, 4 Peter Sherrebaek '42, 5 Wm S. Hinckley '39, 6 Juan 
A, VaUejo '40. Lot 3 was at first owned by Spear Ai Hinckley^ but the part- 
nership wa« soon diaaolved and the lot divided. At(f, in '3d> Spear put a ship's 
house from the Kent on the comer of his lot for temporary use till he could 
erect another building. Later he used it as a eleeping-room, and Kent Hall 
seems to have stood here till after '43. At c, next northward, Spear built his 
wooden store in '38-9, just north of Kent Hall and farther back from Mont: 

f ornery St. Here he lived and traded till *46, when he sold out to Wm H, 
kavis the building and hia half of the lot. Davis lived here for a year, aadid' 
his clerka later, and kept store till '49, Trhen it was removed to make room 
for a new building erected by the lessees Bleeker, Van Dyke, and Belden, I* 
was advertised as *No- 2 Montgomery St.' The firm was Davis 9c Carter 
in '48. 0. E. Pickett made the store his home in '46-8. Davis owned also 
lots 2 and 5. At; e, Capt. Hinckley bui^t an adobe honee in '40 on his half of 
tho lot, where he lived with his family till his death in ^46, and his widow, 
later. Alcalde Bartlett had his o&ce here for a time in '46-7. In April '47 
the house was leased to Ward & Smith for S years, and was occnpied as a 
■dwelling by Smith, who married Mrs Hinckley. It waa removed in '50. The 
site corresponds nearly to the comer of the later Merchajit St. Davis thinks 
thatadjoiningit on the north a small wooden officewas built early in '48, and 
iised by Ward 4 Smith. The Vallejo lot next north was purchased by Lar- 
kin» and had no building till after '48* though Swasey erroneously puts a 
buUding on it. The lot was for sale in '47-8, and there were many offers for 
the whole or part by Eoss, BoggSj Hastings, and Holbrook, from JSOO to 
$4,000. Larkin'g Doc. In '48, after the gold fever began, it was sold to Bran- 
nan for $10,000, At i, in *39-40, Spear built a 2-story heavy frame building 
for a mill run by mule power. Daniel Sill was the builder and miller. It 
stood about 15 ft bact from Clay St. Not used as a mill after '45, being 
bought by Davis in '46, and used as a storehouso* tho machinery being sold. 
In '48 Davis sold the building to Cross, Hobaon & Co.> who occupied it as 
flfcore, office, and dwelling. At wi, Robert A. Parker had a store in 48-9, ad- 
vertised from April '4S as a *new store opposite the Portsmouth House,' 
Parker moving there from his old *adobie store.' There was free grog on the 
occasion of putting up tho sign in April. Swasey and Leightou occupied it 
in '43, succeeding Parker. Swasey calls it the Eoss building. Brown de- 
clares there was no such building between tho mill and the adobe. Davis re- 
members it as a wooden store, and thinks it was buiZt by Gelaton. Holbrook 
brought out on tho Sctbine a store all ready to put together, and in March *43 
was in search of a site. I think this may have boon the same building. At 
n was Paty'sadobo, probably bnilt by Benito Diaz about '46, andsoldtoCapt* 
Paty in '47- Davis thinks this was Parker's adobe store in '47-8. but tiio 
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weight of evidence seemfl to be against him, McDonald A Buchanan, auc- 
ticneerBj seem to have been here Jaji.-May *4S, though their place ia adver- 
tised both at s. B- and n, b. comer of the plaza, and Gillespie thinks he re- 
members them at the latter. Wm Beero had a cabinet-maker's ehop in the 
rear of this building iu *48; and Wm Hendricks a harher-ahop in this or that 
adjoining, being advertised as opposite the Portsmouth Housen At o, on hia 
own lot, Peter Shcrrcbaok built a wooden house in *43, which ho occupied 
through '48, John Sullivan, S,*a brother-in-law, lived with him iu *44-0» 
The Hinckley lot, eaat of this, had, like the Vallejo lot, no buildings. 

Block 25. Lot-owners, 1 Jesus Kod *43, 4 Stephen Smith '46, 2, 3, o, 6 
town plaza from the time of Vioget's survey in '30. On the plaza, at a, tho 
adobe eustom-houso with tile roof was built in '44-5, aa recorded in vol. iv. p- 
669-70. From July '4C it was the U, S. military barracks, and later occu- 
pied by the alcalde and revenue oificera. It stood tOl the fireof '51. A view 
IS given in the^wTto^, 255. Adjoiningthecustom-houae, atr, there wasa jail 
built later, Clark remembers tho jail, and it is on Swasey'a view. Davia, 
Gillespie, and others fail to rememtiv any such building. At e, on tho plaza, 
was tho small woovlca school-house built in '47, as recorded in note 1 oi this 
chapteTi At t, ou his own lot, Stephen Snuth in 45-6 built a wooden house, 
which he perhaps occupied for a short time. In '46 ho leased it to Brannan, 
who lived there and published the Star, which in Feb. '4S was moved up 
Washington St. to the next block, Brannan being succeeded in this house by 
Gillespie, There ia a picture of Brannan 's house — possibly tho one farther 
up tho street — in the Anruds^ 347. In the other comer, at m, Jeans No^ 
lived in a wooden house on his own lot in ^46-8, Swaaey^s location of No^'s 
house is inaccurate. 

Block 26. Lotowners, 1 Wm Glover '47, 4 Sam, Brannan *47, 2, 3, 6, 6 
Wm A, Eiehardson '36 (though in Wheeler's schedole E this lOO-vara lot is 
left blank). At a was tho adobe 'casagrando' built by BichardBOn in *87 on 
the site of bis tent of 'S5 (see vol, iv. p. 66S-9, 709). It was one of the largest 
buildings in town in ^46-3, K, and family lived hero till '42, his house b^g 
mentioned by all the early visitors. Its site was nearly that of the later 
Adelpbi theatre. James McKinley bought it at the end of '42, and Wm H, 
Davis occupied it as agent of McK, & Paty in '43-5, Benito Diaz also residing 
hero part of the time^ Many of the Mormons wintered hero in '46-7, Davis 
thinks the building was unoccupied from the time he left it except for misoeb 
laneoua occasional uses; but Josiah Bcldcn states that he (B.) occupied it as 
a store for Paty in '46-7 (though this may possibly have b^ at ti iu block 
24); and it is stated by Wm S. Ciark, A, D, Piper, and a writer in the AlUi 
of Sept, SU 1851, that E. A. Parker bad his store here. I think this must 
have been Parker^s store at the 'adobie house' advertised in the Star from 
July '47 to March '4S, when he moved to m iu block 24, David Dring was 
the owner in '49-50. This was tho only building of '47 stilt standing in the 
region of the plaza in Sept, '51. In May *52 it was taken down, having been 
undermined by winter rains. This left standiog ouly one building (a in block 
51) that dated back before the discovery of gold. -4/ia, May 3, '52. The 
office of tho Star, as appears from an a,dvertisemcnt of Feb. 3, 48, was moved 
(from i block 25) about 100 varas up Washington St., 'within a atono's-throw 
of the old windmill,' I suppose that Brannan moved the office, and perhaps 
his residence, to his own lot at c, though nobody seems to remember such a 
change, Swasoy has several small nimamed buildings in this vicinity. Wm 
Glover built a house and lived on his lot at e. 

Block 27- Lot-owners, 1 Wm Evans *47, 3 John Eagar '47, 3 Wm H, 
Montgomery '46 (Ed. Hudson '47), i Daniel Stark '47, 5 Wm J, Powell ^46, 
6 John B. K, Montgomery '46, Bloofc 28, beach-lots granted to Dionisio 
Garcia in '39. Wobody remembers any buildings on the block. InOct,-Dec, 
'48, Edmonson & Anderson's centre market is advertised aa on the eor, of 
Washington and Montgomery St. 'opposite Ross' N. Y. store,' and may have 
been here. 

Block 29, Lot-owners, 1, 2, 4, 5 John C. Davis '39, 3 Francisco Guerrero 
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'43, 6 Gregorio Brionea '45- At (t, John C» Davis built his wooden house with 
carpenter and blacksmith shop in tbo rear about '39. As hlacksiuUh, D. was 
succeeded in May *47 by E. Walcott, and in Nov. Davia & Co, by Eoee & 
Reynolds, with D. aa their agent. John Finch was also connected at aome 
time with this business. Davia probably lived hero oiF and on till his death. 
R, M, Sherman rented the house from the widow late in '48. On the Guer- 
rero lob at c, perhapa a httlo nearer Montgomery St, O. L. Koaa bailt bift 
*Ncw York storc^' and occupied it frotn Oct. '47, aa per advertisement tn the 
Star. All remember this store, still occupied W Kosa in '49- In the comer 
below Eosh' store, Swaaey and Brown ;put Wm Reynolds* house, which others 
do not remember. In July, a new building at the cor. of Washington aud 
Mont^mery was used for preaching on one Sunday, and was immediately 
occupied aa a store by Gelston Jk Co., who moved from their old ' store on 
the beach,' about the site of which there is some uncertainty (aoe note for 
blocks 13, IB). This appears from editorial items in the Star of July 24thj 
31st, but G. & Co.'s adv, still continued 'Montgomery St on the beach.' 
Boas' adv, begina Oct. 16th and G. & Co. 'a disappears Nov. 6th, R*fl adv. 
reading both 'Mont. St on the beach ' on ' Cor Wash, and Mont.* This i» 
somewhat confuaing, but I bavo 7io doubt that Kosa and G. & Co. occupied 
the N, Y. store together for a time, R, having been at first G. & Co/s agent, 
or perhaps a partner. I think this wofi the only building near the comer. 
Ross had a lumber-yard somewhere on the beach, and at one time he occupied 
Ward A Smith's warehouse (ct, block 23), From July '47, Lazarus Everhart 
advertised his tailor-shop at the 'Laagggoonu-' Clark remembers this shop 
at £ as a ship's caboose, which he thinks was * Kent Hall * (moved here from 
block 24, a); but Davis thinks it was a shanty farther K. w. at Jackson St. 
From April *48, Geo. Eggleston kept the Washington market, apparently at m, 
and later in the year Karl Schlottonr had a bakery in the rear of the market. 
The lagoon ftt A. ia represented on tho city map, presumably from CFarrell** - 
survey, aa longeat from s. to a., almost reaching Washington St; but all wit- ■ 
neasea agree that it was longest from £. to w., and that it did not touch the ■ 
Guerrero tot. At «, Alcalde Hinckley is said to havo built a slight wooden - 
bridge in *44- The * valley of dry bones, ' a name which seems to have origi- 
nated from some experience of the N. Y. volonteera, waa at the oor, of 
Kearny and Jackson, according to the Star of Jan. 15, '48. 

Block 30. Lot-ownera, 1, 2, 4, 5 J. B. R. Cooper, 3 Fran. Haro *43, John 
Finch '47, 6 Domingo F^lix '43. From perhaps aa early as '44-5 Finch, 
known as Tinker, lived and kept a saloon and bowling-alley at a. Thompson 
waa hia partner in *47-8. The building was quite a large frame. From 
March '48, Conway A Westcott {though AV. ran away presently) advertised 
the Colonnade Hotel, on Kearny a few doors from the plaza. I think this 
may have been the Tinker building, but possibly a diatmot one. Ddmte, a 
man who was murdered in '47, is said by Clark and others to have lived oik 
this block at e. On the Cooper lot at £, John Cooper, a cousin of J. B. H-, 
18 said to have bnilt a wooden shanty in '40, where he kept a groggery for a 
year or two, after which Hinun Teal used it as a store to '43. Its later oc- 
cupants are not remembered. David Ramsey's store was advertised as ^oppo- 
site the custom-house,' perhaps at t, from March ^48; and the Star and Cali- 
/oTrtian office as on Washington St and the plaza in Dec. 

Block 3L Lot-ownera, 1 Joel P. Dedmond '44, % 3, 5, 6 Francisco San- 
chez ^7, 4 Wm lUchanlson '44, J. C. Bnchanwi '47. Capt Paty in '44-5 
bought the Sanchez 100-vara lot, fenced it, and built a shanty at a. John 
Halls, who advertises aa a surveyor in *47-8, ia located here by Gillespie, At 
c there was another shanty, said to have been occupied by a Lascar uanied 
Jacinto in '39-47. 

Block 32. Lot-owners, 1 Kobert Henry, 2 John S. Misroon, 3 blank, 4 
James Early, 5 A, A. Andrews, Q blank. Andrews built a wooden house at 
a — not apparently on his own lot, since several remember clearly that it waa 
on the comer— where he lived from '45 to Nov, '47. Wm H. Davis bought 
the property in '40, and lived there from Kov. '47 to '50, On this lot also 
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seems to b&ve stood tbo windmill notod by Beveral aa a prominent landmark 
iu '46^7, Piper says it had been bnilt to grind wlieat. 

Block 33. d beach-lots, owned by Pettet, Jonea, LeideadorfT* and Joice. 
At a, seema to havo been situated B. R. Buckelew's watcliniaker^s shop, ad- 
vertised from April *47, though B/a lot ■waa in the next block. This region 
waa sometimes known as Backelew Point. It would aeem that in this build- 
ing muat have been the office of the Cai{forjiian; at leaat, nobody remembers 
it elsewhere. 

Block 34. Lot-owners, 1 Hoen &; Dohling '46, 2 beach-lots owned by 
Ellis, Dixon & Hay, imd Hood, 3 blank, 4 Xjcandro Galindo '46, 5 Mftximo 
Fernandez *46, 6 Geo, Denike '47< At c, on his own lot, Dcnike from '46 
liad a bakery, saloon, etc. It waa tore that Ddrnt© waa murdered by Bev- 
erly ia '47. From May *48 D. advertised his new hotel on. the same aite. At 
a, Dickson & Hay buOt the 'Beehive* store in *47, which they advertised 
from Jan. *48 as adjoining^ EUia* and opposite Roaa' lumberyard. They 
moved at thia time from their 'old premisea adjoining Leide&dorfTs'— possibly 

a room in the City Hotel. At e waa an adobe buildlog occupied in 47-9 by 
A. J, EUia as a boarding-houae and groggery. Everybody remcmbcra how a 
bad taste in K's whiskey led to the discovery of a drowned Russian sailor in 
the welh It was on Hoea'a lot, and Clark thinks H. lived here before he 
moved to block 43; Davis aays the h(;use w^ bnilt by Benito Diaz in '44, and 
by him sold to Ellis in *47. In Feb. *43, L. W. Perry, a i>ainter, had a shop 
at the con of Jackson and Montgomery, perhaps at this comer adjoining 
Ellis. 

Block 35, Lot-owBors, 1 John Martin '43, 2 B. Diaz and J. B. Mesa '44, 

3 J. M. SanU Maria '46, 4 Gregorio Escalante '43, 6 Bruno Valencia '43, 6 
Cirloa Gleiu '44, From about '45 Cirlos Glein had. a blacksmith-ahop, and 
perhaps a residence, on hia lot at a. iCfear at hand, perhaps at c, John Elhck 
kept a KTOg-ahop in '47-8, being part of the time in partnership with Denike. 
Somewhere in thia vicinity must have been Pnidoii!s adobe in '39-43, but I 
cannot locate it, unless perhapa it may have been at my whero Bavla remem- 
bers an adobe shanty, occupied in '45-3 by Escalante and Ramirezj but D. 
evidently confounds this building fn some respects with that of Gaceres (block 
36], whom ho calls Valle. At e. Piper mentions two small adobes, one of 
them unfinished, in ^47- They were evidently on the Diaz-Mesa lot. Davis 
thinks one was begun iu '43-4 by Diaz and never finished; the otherwas built 
by John Cooper about '44. At *, on thesiteof the modem Commercial Hotel, 
Hood & Wilson advertised their carpenter-shop from April '48. 

Block 36. Lot-ownera, I, 2, 4, 3 Francisco Cicerea ^38, 3 Juan B '43, 

4 blank. The Bazaar, a market, was adrertlsed from May '43, and is located 
by Gillespie at a. S^ascy puts John Sullivan's residence at about the same 
spoti but others do not remember it. On his own lot at c, Francisco Cjlceres 
built an adobe house in '38-9, and lived there with his family till '44, and 
perhapa later, though part of the faiaily moved to S. Rafael, where they had 
a land grant. On ih& map of '47> Pmdon is named aa the owner of the lot, 
which he obtained, according to Davis, by marrying Cliceres' daughter. Be- 
tween the Sullivan and Cdceres housea on Swasey's view are two buildings 
not named, and which I cannot identify. 

Block 37. Lot -owners '46, 1 Wm P. Reynolds, 2 John Duneomb, 3 Juan 
Yvain, 4 Wm M. Smith, 5 Miguel Pedrorena '45, 6 Wm Fisher '45. From 
March 48, Henry Hartman advertised a tin-shop on Pacific between Dupont 
and Stockton, perhaps at a. Block 38. Lot-ownera, 1 Julius Marttn '47, 2 
Rafael Guirado '47, 3 Ldaaro Peiia '45, 4 Lewis Rogers '47, 5 T^Urtm Murphy 
'47, 6 Wm Pettet '47- M"oar the S. E. cor. of Pacific and Powell, in a little de- 
pression, DaviaremcmberstbatJosi? Antonio Ortega had a little ahanty house 
in '38-41, perhaps at a. See also block 41. 

Block 3D, beach-lots not sold till after '48, except no. 3 (cor. Broadway 
and SauBftmej, which was bought by B. R. Bnckclew in '47- But B. 'a house 
was, as we have seen, not on this lot. The only building on the block was 
A, B. Thompson's hide-houae at a, at the Itead of a little cove, and accessible 
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to boats at high tido, Davis remembers it a^ early as '38-9, and Clark in 
^40-8, 

Block 40» Lot'OWners, 1 S. J, Hensley *46, 2 Manuel E. Mclntoah '46, 3 
Jacob Harmand '47* 4 Thomas Kittlomaa '46, 5 Chriatian Thomaa Hi, 6 Jas- 

£er OTarrell '47. At a, Hood (of H. & Wilson, seo block 35) had a sbaaty 
Dusein '46-7, according to Clark's recollection. In Nov. '48, Do Witt & Harri* 
son advertised their removal to their now store *oii Sansomc St., opx>osit<j the 

rvt reserve, 'and their place is located by Clark ate. Block 41. Lot-ownera, 
Bemal '44. 2 E. S. Marsh ^47* 3 P. B. Reading '4C. 4 John Connell '47, 6 
Hugo Eeid '47, 6 John Allen '47- The house Hhown by Swoscy as that of 
Ortega would seem to have been in thia block, at a, but I 6nd nobody who 
remembers it. See block 36. 

Block 42. Lot-owncrB» 1 Thomas Smitli '45, 2 Vardemaji Bennett '47, 3 
Kusebio Sotw '45, 4 John Couzona '47, 6 Geo. Wisner '46, 6 V, Bennett '47. 
A+' a was perhaps Francis A. Hammond's shoe-shop advertised from April '48 
as on Pacific St, near Bennett's. Ate, Bennett kept a groggery, bowling-alley, 
and BaUor*a retreat from '45, sometimes with Thompson aa a partner. Accord- 
ing to Hittell, B. refused to be 'awnng ' out of his original lot by the O'Far- 
rel survey, and his title was sustained l>y the courts in '59. Smith also kept 
a saloon and howling-alley at eon his own lot in '46-8i with Wm Patterson as 
apartner part of the time. His adv. appears from Oct. *47. Marston's school 
01 '47, according to the Annais, was in a shanty on Dupoat bet, Pacitic and 
Broadway, say at i; bat nobody remembers it. On hia own lot at m, Oouzena 
probably had a houae besides his placo in block 47. 

Block 43, Lot-owners, '46, 1 Aug. Deck, 2 Elliot Libby, 3 Francis Hoen, 
4 J. C. Fremont '47, 5 J. H. Watmough, 6 John Allig (EHick), At a and c, 
on their respective lots, Hoen andEUickare remembered by Clark and Davis 
to havehad houses in ^46-3. At r, J> Montgomery & Co. advertised the Shades 
Tavern and bowling-aliey, witb a store nest door eastward, perhaps all in one 
building, in the la^t months of '48. Veiy likely the buildings were not 
erected tilt after the gold excitement in May. Block 44, Lot-owners, 1 
James Murphy '47, 2 Thos Kerr *47, 3 Wm Reynolds '44, 4 J. E. Montgomery 
'46, A. J. Grayaon '47, 5 Daniel Murphy, 6 John Rose '44. I think Hoae 
may have had a shanty on his lot at n, though nobody mentions it. 

Block 45. Lot-owners, '47, 1, 2 Wm S. Clark, 3 Chas Albien, 3 (beach) 
Clark, Pettet, and Buckelow. At a, on the let which he still owns in '85, 
Wm S. Clark, who gave the name to Clark's Point, built a warehouse in '47 
-8. The * new warehouse at foot of Broadway at the stone pier' was adver- 
tised to let in March '48. In the wharf at c the first piles were driven by 
Clark, and considerahlo work wa.s done by the city, aa recorded in note I of this 
chapter. The battery, or Fort Montgomery, of 1846, which gave a name to 
Battery St., was in the next block nortb, between Battery St and the water, 
at the foot of tho hill. 

Block 46. Lot-ownersj '47, 1 J, H. Aekerman, 2 Peter Wimmer, 3 Alex. 
Hatler, 4 Ira T. Stebbins. Lot no. 3, or a, was designated as a cemetery at 
the cor. of 'Sloat'and Vallejo streets in. the Bartlott map, and several bodies 
were buried there in '46-7, but none after '47, the burial-place being trans- 
ferred to North Beach. Block 47. Lot-owners, '47, 1 Pika Paele, 2 Henry 
Harris '46, 3 J. D, Hoppe, 4 Geo. Pott, 5 John B. Faust, 6 Geo. M, Evans. 
An advertisement of '47 mentions *H. Harris' house [a) above Couzens' 
slaughter-house {<?), where Geo. Evans alao lived.' The houses are fiilso re- 
membered by Clark. 

Block 48. Lot-owners, '47, 1 Michael Foley, 2 E. P. Jones, 3 Michael 
Morey (or Murrey), 4 Aug. Tieroff, 5 F. J. Lippitt, 6 Aqnila Glover. Block 
49. Lot-owners, '47, 1 Stephen A. Wright, 2 Kale Puaani, 3 Robert Whit- 
taker, 4 James McCiary (McClurg?) '46, 6 blank, 6 James Grcyson (Gregaon?). 

Block 50. Lot-owners, 1 E. P. Jonea '46, 2 Jobn Thompson '47, STlnoch 
P. Jewett '47, 4 Frank Ward '46, 5 Henry Smith '47> 6 John D, Harris '47, 
W. H, Merrill's American House, akind of boarding establishment, was built 
in '47j a two-story wooden building, Merrill kept the placo through '48. It 
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ii mentioiied in the Star of Nov. 27, '47, as a new building, where the festiv- 
itiea attending Wm H. Davie* marriage wera celebrated. Davia locates it at 
a; some others think it was not in this block. F. J. Lippitt had his law- 
office at Merriirs in TJec. '48- It seems likely enough that JoDea and Wanl 
put some slight improvements on their lota granted in *46, hut they are not 
remembered. 

Block 51. Lot-owners, '47, 1 Barton Mowry, 2 Richard Moffiitt, 3 Waah. 
A. Bartlettj 4 Origin Mowry, 5 R. M. Sherman, 6 John Joyce. At a was 
built in ^47 an adobe house with wooden roof, for Mowry. The 2d floor waa 
iisod by the Mormons for their meetings. Thia was one of the two old 
buiidings that escaped the fires, and it was the only one left after '52. Tt 
waa still standing in '67» when A. D. Piper, who helped to build it, wrote his 
I'eeoUectiona for the Alia of Feb. 17th- At c, Sherman began a honse in '4$, 
Merrill being the builder, which was sold to S. A. Wright in '49. 

Additions. — After the preceding pages were in type, Wm Glover of 
Farmington, Utah, a member of the Brooklyn colony, and a prominent citizen 
of S. F. in '46-8, furnished mc a supplementary sEatemeut on the subject, 
which includes not only his own recollections, but those of eight others of the 
MorEiion colony. The testimony is of yaluc; most of it contirms what I had 
printed; and tJie additions by blocks are as follows: Block 8, a. Wm Stout 
!), c, John Halls. 10, a» Dr Parker. 13, c, e, John and Isaac Robbing. 15, 
c, James Ferg'.ifion; f, Carringtoa'a carpenter-shop; i, Hiram Grimes (?). 16, 
ft, Christina Head. 17, a, jfeobert Smithn 21, e, Joseph Nichols; « and o, 
Thos and Wm Kittlcman. 22, a, John Sirrjne; r, Robert Potch. 26, ct, 
Parker's store; c, Brannan's house, and Star office a little farther east; f>, 
Beers* oabinet-ehop. 27, a, Julius Austin. 37, a, Daniel Clark, 42, a, A. 
Buckland, 44, c, A. J. Grayson, 60, a, Merrill's place in nest block north. 
51, e, John Joyce. 
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PIONEEB REGISTER AND INDEX. 

1542-184S 

CO:^CLUDED AJJ^ABETICALLY FHOM VOLUME lY. 

R. ('II StgQor'}, 1827, sap. of tbe ffircs, iii. 129-30. Eaabea (Claudio), 
atS. Gabriel '46. Eabbena, or ^EaboD,' 1847, mr of the Maihilde. v, 579, 
Rabbettoile (Pierre), 1847, Co. F, 3d U.S. artitl.; *Eabbittaile' on the roll; 
living in '64. pLadford, 1847, lieut on the U, S. Warrtn^ who went east 
overland with Kearny, v. 452. Radon (G.), 1846, nir of the ^artoci^. v. 579. 

Rae (WmGlen), 1841, nat of Scotland, ajid agent of the H, E. Co,, in 
charge of the Cal. establiahment of the co. at S. F. ^41-5, He was an ablo 
man of bnaineBS, and a jolly, popular bon-vivaat. In '45 he was driven by a 
complication of OAUses, arising from business, political, and domestio troubles 
aggravated by diaaipation, to commit suicide at the age of 31. iv. 216-19, 
593^, 665-8; v, 679. lUe'a wife was Eloiae, daughter of Dr John McLough- 
lin, and they had a son and 2 daughtera. The widow became Mrs Harvey, 
and died at Portland, Or., in '84 at the ace of 68. In a MS. lAfa of Dr Mc* 
Loughlin, she bad furnished me a valuable sketch of her experience in S.F. 
Her property was left to her son, Joseph McL. Harvey, but the will, ace. to 
the newspapers, is contested by the daughters of Rae, Mrs Wygant and Mrs 

Hyrick. KaeckEnan (Israel), 1846, CaL Bat (v.358). Gafter(Wm),I&47, 
Co. F, 3d U, S. artiU, (v. 518); still iu the service '64. v. 621, Ea^in 
(Luigi), 1847, Ital. from Mex.; justice of the peace S. Luis Ob. '51; S. Benito 
Co. ^7-81 with family. Eagadale, 1837, mr of the Tr^t Blue. iv. 106, 

Rainey (Dav, P.), 1847, Co. B, Morm- Bat. (v. 4m). Rainsford (John), 
1829, Irieh tiailor from the Islands, known as ^ Kanaka Jack/ aud as Joaquin 
Soils from his personal reeemblajice to the convict, iii. 179. Ho worked 
as a lumberman; joined the comp. extranjera in '32. iii. 221; appears on 
I&rkin's books from '34; got a Mont, lot iu 35; age 30 in '36; sold out in '37; 
at S.F. in '39-41, acting as interpreter and mr of a launch on the bay. iv. 130, 
In '42 he lived at Sonoma, getting natnralization papers, and perhaps Tisiting 
the Geysers; grantee of a Kapa rancho by the Sonoma alcalde iu 45. LarA 
Oo77i.,no, 804; died iu '46. 

Ramirez (Agapito), at Los Ang. *45-6, iv, 622, 641. R, (Angel), 1834, 
Mes, cx'friar and ex-revolutionist, in charge of the Mont, cnstomdiouae '34- 
6; a leading supporter of Alvarado at first and later a conspirator against bim; 
an intriguing, vicious fellow, who died in '40. His wife, or mistress, in '36 was 
Francisca Gutierrez, who came with him overland from Tepic Biog. iii. 687'- 
8; ment. iii. 357-8, 261, 297, 370-3, 377, 452, 455, 469, 477, 487, 513, 523-5, 
569, 673, 670-2, 677, 683, 688; iv, 96, 163. K. (Angelee), at Los Ang. '46. 
R, (Aqnilino), killed at S. Buen, '38. iii. 554. K. (Antonio), at Los Aug, '39, 
age 25. R. (Francisco), ChUeno at S.F. '43-6; age40in*45; collector in '46. 
V. 648. R, (Ignacio), first man buried at Mont. 1770. i. 175. 

Ramirez lJos<5), 1820, Mex, sub-lieut of artill. '20-26, when he returned 
to Mex. ii. 263, 371, 381, 422, 470, 510, 637, C74; iiL 25, He was an old man 
of 60, and soon died, leaving a widow, Maria de JoBua Ortega, of StaB., who 
returned to CaL, and iu '75 was still living at Sta Clara, It. (Josfi), resid. 
of Branciforte *28-30. ii. 627; wife Margarita Lorenzana, child. Rlviano 
(Bibiano!), Vicente, Victor, Andres, Joafi Arcadio, Luis, Eatefana, BArbara. 
R. (Josfi Ant), carpenter-instructor 1792-^; at LoH Ang. '21. i. 615; ii. 351. 
R, (Jos^Guad.), soldier at S. Juau B. before JSOO. i. 658. R. (Jos^ Maria), 

(687> 
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1825,^Mcs. alf^rez, who camo with Gov, Echeandfa, atid was acMjn attacbeil 
to the S. Diego comp. iii. 13-J4, 16, 24^ 78. He married Dolorea Palotnares, 
and in ^30 was tried and acquitted for bigamy. Took part in the revolt of '31, 
and was the slayer of Vicente Gomez, iii. 204, 673; m ^33-4 comiaiona^b to 
Becalariise S. Diego miasion. iii, S2C, 620, 630; iii '35-^J admio. of S. Antonio 
(pOB&ibly another man), iii, 3D4, 687-8; in '3t> at Mont. ; also comisionado of 
Sta Inee. iii. 426, 463, 663-4j iv, 46. He was involved in the sectional quar- 
rels of ^^7-8, beiug more th^ once arreEted in the south, iii. 504, 655, 566; 
in ^40 was grai^tee of laud at Los Ang. iil. 634; iv. &3d; a^id ia *44 is mcnt. 
03 lieufc, being aliso inatructor and adjutant of the XjQs Ang, comp. of defen- 
florea. iv, 407-8. An Alf . Kamirez was wounded at the S. Gabrielin Jan. '47. 
V, 396. R, {Jos6 Maria), soldier at Mont. ^36, a^o 33, nat. of Oajaoa, E. 
(Juan)» at Loa Ang. in *36^ ono of the vigilaatea, iii. 432; age 32 in ^39; jue^ 
de campo *3G, '40, '48. iii. 636-7; v. 626; justice of the peace in '50. U. 
(Manuel), 1801, Mex. convict, ii. 170. it. (Maria Potenciana), wife of Ma- 
cario Castro 1777> ii- 141. K. (Miguel), afndico at Branciforto '36. iii, 697; 
in *45, age fiO, nat, of Tepic, wife Margarita Lorenzana, eon Cajiuto b, '26 at 
B.; prob, same aa Jos^ above, R, (Ramon), at 3. Gabriel '46. Ramon 
(Jos6), lod. grantee of Purisitna, Sta Clara. Ramos (Joa^), MeK, convict 
settler 1798. i. 606. 

Eamsay, mr of the Good Hope. ii. 284. Earaadale (Geo.), 1846, corji, 
Co. K., (J, lat U.S. dragoons. Kilted at S. Paacual. v. 346. Eamaey (Chas)> 
1848, settler in Solano Co., still in Green Valley 78. It. (Dav.), 1647, corp. 
Co. H, N.y.Vol, (V. 499); kept a store afc S.F. *48. v. 683. R. (John W.), 
1847. Co. E, KY.Vol. (v. 499). Rand, or Ran (Caleb). 1847, settler in Sta 
Clara VaU with wife from '46-7; went to Or. '72; d. 79. R. (Goo. ), 1847, 
perhaps oi W.Y.Vol. (v. 499), under another name. E. (Joshua), 1847» Co. 
CK.Y.Vol. (v. 499); d. before *e2. Randall (Andrew), 1S47, gunner on 
tho U.S. PcrisTnouth; in '50 called a doctor and scientist; in '53 apparently 
the claimant for several ranchoa, iii, 677, 712; iv, 655, 67Ct ^72. R* (Chan- 
dler G.), 1847, said to have been orderly serct in N.Y.Vol.j but not on the 
rolla; a carpenter at S. Joa^ from '49 to hia death in '58» age 36. E. (Charlea 
G.), 1S47, Go. B, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499); d, S. Joad after '50; doubtless same aa 
procedine. B, (Eli), 1847, at Stockton. TiTikham. B. (Joho), 1826, mid. 
on the Hlossom '26-7. Eandolph (raaac N.), 1846» Co. G, 1st U.S. dragoons 
(v. 338); kept a hotel at 3onoma '48; in Amador Co. from '53 to '63, when ho 
committed suicide. B, (J. B.), 1847, Ueut on the U.S. Co^mbun, Raney 
(McKee), 1848, uat. of Va, settler of S. Joaq., apparently living in 'S4; alao 
called 'Reany.* Rangel (Juaji Jos^), 1829, Mex. convict set at liberty '34. 
Rangnel (Manuel), at Loa Ang. '46. Bansch (Joseph A,), 1847, at S.F. 
asking for land; perhaps ^Bausch.' 

Ratiguende (Wm|, 1S2S, doubtful name; mr of the F4nia:. iii. 147- 
Ransch (Nicholas J,), 1847, Co, K, N, Y. Vol. (v. 499); owner of S.F. lot; 
later a prominent German citizen of S-F. where he died in '63. Bawson 
(Dan. B.). 1847, Co. D, Morm. Bat. (v. 469). Kay (Charlea), 1823, mrof 
tho Ployiboif* ii. 492, R, (David), 1948, immig, from Or. with wife and 5 
children; died on the YTiba the same year. Burnett. R. (JohnQ.), 1846, 
memb. of tho Sonoma council '47. v. 668; (M. claim of $250 (v. 462); in '60 
kept a, hotel on the Geyser road. The John Ray who came to Boae Bar with 
his family in '48, Yuba Co. Hist., 83, may be he or David. Eayaty (Julian), 
at Los Ang. '39, age 26. Raymond (Almon P.). 1847, Co. D, Monn. Bat_ 
(t. 469). B- (Fred.), 1847, nat. of Maaa., who died at S.F. May 27tb. B. 
(Peter), 1846, Go. E, Cal. Bat. (v. 358); murderer of J, E. vonPfiater in the 
mines Oct, *48, bat escaped from jai]. I think he may possibly be the Peter 
Remer executed at Sta B, in Dec. for the Beed marder, v. 632, Baymoro 
(Thos), 1832, memb, of the comp. extranjera at Mont, iii, 221. JUynor 
("Wm), 1840, Go. C, lat U.S. dragoona (v. 330). 

B^fcd (Chriatina), 1846, of the Mormon colony, v. 546; ownerof aS.F. lot, 
V, 679> R. (Edward), 1844, Amer. from Mazatlan, who went mad ontfie 
voyage, and seems to have died at S. Pedro, iv. 463, B. {Hannah T. ), 1846, 



of the Morm. colony with a child, t. 546; x>crliaps Mra Jimiaon later. R, 
(John), 1826 (?), Iriah sailor said to have como ftom Acapolco thia year, iiL 
176. I find no original record of his presence before '33 except that in '34 sev- 
eral witnesses testified to having known him for 6 years, or since '28, Pre- 
vented hy lud. from cultivating the Cotate raucho, and serving for a time aa 
majordomo of S, Rafael, ace. to current sketches ho came to Sauzalito m '32. 
Weeks claims to have viaited him in tbo Sauzalito cabin in *3L His boat 
running occasionally to Yerba Bnena, may bt regarded as the 1st ferry* From 
^33 bis namo appears on Larkhi's books and in various records- iii. 365; iv, 
117. He was naturalized in Sept, '34, and in Oct. was grantee of the Corte de 
Madera del Presidio rancbo. hi.TH- In '35 he was godfather at the baptism 
of Oeo. Yonnt, and in *36 married llilaria, daughter of Joa6 Ant. Sanchez, 
being appointed admin, of S. Rafael, and perhaps serving as alcalde the next 
year, wnen he was visited by Edwards, iii 718; iv. S6. Henry A. Peirce de- 
scribes a visit to his place in '41, and he died in '43, leaving 4 children. The 
widow waa still living in 72 with a daughter by a 2d husband. Theaon, Joba 
J., b. in '37, inherited his father's estate and was still living in '80, with wife 
Carlota Suarea and 2 children. Another son was Richard, Ij. about '39. One 
daughter, In^s, Mrs Deffenbach, lived ia '80 in the adobe house built by her 
father; the other, Hilaria, married J. Boyle of S.F. R. (Rachel), 1^48, 
married at S, F, to F- Weaver, R. (Win B.), 1847, Co. F, 3d U. 3. artilL 
{v. 618). 

Reading (Pierson B.), 1843, nat. of K.J. and overL immig* in the Chiles- 
Walker party, iv. 393-4, 400. He entered Sutter's service aa clerk and chief 
of trappeES, making wide explorations in M4-5, commanding at the fort dur- 
ing Sutter's absence in theMicheltorena campaign, and ^tting in '44 agrant of 
the S. Buenaventura rancho, iv, 483, 486, 673. In '46 he was active from the 
first in promoting the settlers' revolt, and served *46-7 io the Cal. Rat. oa 
paymaster, with rank oE major, owning a lot at ShF., and havinga'Cal. claim.' 
V. 127-8, 170, 179, 360, 404-5, 447, 674, 685- After his diHoharge he settled 

on his Shasta Co. rancho, b^it in *48-9 engaged extensively in mining opera- 
tions on Trinity River, where Reading Bar bore his name, and in *49 had a 
store at Sao. in company with Hensley and Snyder, besides taking part in 
political affairs. In 'S6 he went east to settle his acoounta as paymaster, and 
to pay a large debt at Yicksbnrg resulting from a business failure of '37, and 
returning was candidate for governor in 51, barely missing election. Subse- 
qnently he devoted himself to agriculture in northern CaX ; married Fanny 
Washington in '56, and diedin*68atthoageof 52, leaving a widowand 5 chil- 
dren. Maj. Reading was a man of well-balanced mind, honorable, energetic, 
and courteouB; one whose Califomian record seems never to have fumiahed 
material for adverse criticism. 

Real (Antonio Suarez del), 1833, Mer. friar of the Zacatecai college, who 
served at Sta Cruz *33-44, and retired to his college in the latter year, or per- 
haps in *45, iii.3l9,693-5tiv,371,657, 662, 675. Padre Real was a dissolute 
man addicted to more than one vice, and even accused of theft, but credited 
with having been kind and indulgent to his neophytes. Sir Geo. Simpson, 
I^place the French voyager, and Josiah Relden have something to say of the 
friar's character. R. (JosiS Maria del Eefugio Sagrado Suarez del), 1833, 
brother of Antonio, Mei. friar of the Zacatecanos, missionary at S, CArlos to 
'43, and priest at Sta Clara, with charge of S. Jos^ and S. CMos from '44. iii. 
319, 679-80; iv. 6, 427, 549, 638, 651, 657, 682. In '46-7 be waa in some dif- 
ficulty about sales of mission lands and encroachments of immigrants, v. 
564, 663, 665-7; and in later yearahia troubles with the authorities continneil 
to some extent, until in '51 the guardian called on P. Gonzalez to suspend 
Real if be could not be induced to leave Cal. voluntarily. He went in '52; in 
'53 writes from S. Jos^ del Cabo, L. Cah ; and in '55 he had severed bis con- 
nection with the college and was serving as parish priest at Maeatlan. Padre 
Job4 JSIaria somewhat reaembled his brother in character, though an abler man, 
with more skill in concealing his irreffularitiea. It waa most unfortunate for 
the general reputation of the Cal. padres — a most excellent body of mcn^ m 
Hist, Cal., Vol. V. U 
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ia fully shown in these volumes — that the Real brothers, Quijas, Mercado, 
and a few other black sheep of the fold were the friars whose conduct was 
best known to the foreign immig., and on whom many pioneera have founded 
their estimate of the missionaries. Reamer {VVm G.) of the Mormon col, 
of ^46; did not come to Cal Beauaseau (Charles), 1847, Co. D, N.Y.VoK 
(y.409); d. inS,F. '68. 

Kecio (Antonio M, Jimenez del}, pariah priest at Loa Ang, '47. v. 625; 
prob. came in '45 or earlier. Rector [Geo. W.), 1847, nat, of Ky; resid. of 
S. Luis Ob, Co. '63-83. Keddick, 1845, one of Fremont's men perhaps, iv. 
f>83; went east with Sublette in *46, or perhaps to Or. v. 526. Ecdmond 
<John B.), 1848 (?), Irish settler of Marin Co. '64-80. Reed (B. F.), 1846, 
Cal. claim of $300 (v, 462). R, (Edward), 1831, rar of the Harriet E. 
{Geo.), 1828, mr of the Ha^cow. iii. 148. 

Reed (James Frazier), 1846, na-t. of Ireland and a- prominent member of 
the Donner party from 111., aecomp. by liia wife, 4 children, and hia wife's 
mother, Mrs Sarah Keyes, The latter died in May at the age of 90. In Oct., 
before reaching the mta. Reed, in a quarrel, killed John Snyder and was ban- 
ished from the company. With ono companion he crossed the Sierra, and 
after an unsnceessfut attempt to recross with relief, Herved as lieut in the 
Sanchez campaign, and in Feb. '47 went back to the lake in the 2d relief* 
All the family saved their lives and settled at S. Jos^, where R. became 
wealthy and held local ofSces, dying iii '74, and his wife, Margaret W., in '61. 
James F. Jr was living at S. Josfi in ^80, aa was Thomas K., also Virginia 
E., wife of John M. Murphy, with G children, and Martha J., widow of Frank 
Lewia, with 7 children. Portraits of father, mother, and the daughters in 
McGlashan's work, v. 508, 530, 632, 534, 664, 666, 668, 676. 

Reed (John), see *Read.' R. (John), 1837 {?), nat. of N.C., who came 
from N. Mex.; often accredited to the Workman party, but his name is not 
in Kowland^s list, and Given is positive he was not of the party, iv. 118, 278. 
Accredited to '37 by the Los Ang. Co. Hist., but perhapa did not come till 
after '41. Served aaainst Micbeltorenia in '45, iv. 495; signed the declaration 
against Castro in June '46, and in Stockton's campaign of 46-7 served as 
aergt in the Cal. Bat. A visit to Sutter*s fort is recorded in '47. He was a son- 
in-law of John Rowland, and became owner of I^ Puente raneho, where he 
died in 74, leaving a widow, but no children. R. (John), 1846, of the 
Mormon colony, v. 546; perhapsshouldbe 'Eead,*or theotbers *Reed." R, 
(John), 1846, lieut in Marston's force Sta Clara campaign, v. 350. R, (John), 
1846, sailmaker on the OongresSf acting capt. in Stockton's Bat. '46-7- v. 385. 
H- (Josejjb), 1847, accredited to N,Y- Vol., but not on roll; in St Helena 75. 
R. (Martin), 1830, asked permission to cut timber at S.F.; maybe an error 
for ^ John Read,' R. (P. H.}, 1847, on the Fafido^ia at S.F. and Mont. R, 
(Rachel), 1846, of the Mormon colony, v, 646; perhaps *Eead.' R, {Rieh- 
ard), 1845, deserted from the Ilopewell at S. Diego. R. (Thoa B.), 1845, 
doubtful name of an overl. imraig, iv, 678. R. (Wm), 1826, claimed to have 
been with Jed. Smith, iii. 153. R^ (Wm), 1837, Engl, sailor and lumber- 
man in Mont, district *37-8; being also named as pilot and mate of the schr 
OaUfontia '37-fl. iii. 532; iv. 101. He married a native and settled near S. 
Miguel before '46, in which year, with Petronilo Rios, he got a firant of the 
mission raneho, Y. 561, 637. Returiting to his home f rom a aucceasf ul trip to 
the mines hewasmurdered in Dec, '48, with wife, children, and servants — 11 
persona in all— by 4 robbers, some of them discharged N. Y, Volunteers. One of 
the assassins was killed in the pursuit, and the others, calling themselves Lynch, 
Bemer, and Quinn, were executed at Sta B. Dec. 28th, v, 592, 63^^. E. 
(Wm), 1842, trader at S.P» from N. Orleans, aged 32, with wife and 3 chil- 
dren, John, Maria, and Eliza, the last bom or S.F. Padron in Dwindk. 

Reer (James), 1846, Cal. Bat. (v. 358). Reese (Dav.), 1847, Co. F, Sd 
U.S. artill. (v. 518). R. (Geo.), 1847, ditto. E. (James), 1846, Co. E, 
Cab Bat. (v. 358), Reeves (S. C), 1848, Columbia River pilot who came to 
Cal. on the news of gold, in a long-boat rigged for the trip; returned to Or. 
as mr of the J6vm didpuzcoanOt but came back to navigate S.F. bay on the 
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Flora, ajid waa drowned in *49. Hist. Or., i. 589, 803, EefF© ( Wincheflter) , 
1847, nat. of Ky and overl. iinmig. ; a farmer near Stockton '49-56; settler in 
Lake Co. '65-80; wife Lucy Ma^iwell. Regalado (Pedro) invilido corp. of 
S. F, Gorap. '30-10. R. (Victor), 1848, iiat, of Texas vho came from Sonora 
to the miuea; later at Loa Ang. Rcicliart (John), 1847, Co. F, 3d U,S. 
artiil. (v, 518); auppoaed to be living in W. 

Rcid (Hugo Perfecto), 1834, nat. of Scotland, who had been 6 yeara in 
Mex,, coming to S, Diego in Aug. '34 with a pass from Gefe Pol. Monterde at 
Ia Paz. iii. 412. He settled at Loa Ang-, aged 23, and in *35 wa$f accused of 
complicity in the ApaUtegui revolt iii. 285; iv. 117. He is ment, in various 
records from this time, and aeema to have been engaged in trade with Leese 
and Keith. Becoming naturalized in '39, he settled on the Sta Anita rancho, 
granted to him in *41-6. iv. 635. I have aeveral of hie letters to Hartnoll, 
who aided him in getting the land against tho efibrta of J. A, Carrillo in be- 
half of the Lopez family. In '39 he had a wife, Victoria, and 3 children, the 
wife having a ^rant of the Cuati rancho in '38. ill. 633. He is named as mr of 
the Eamsralda ui '42-3. iv, 565; in *43, *46, encargado de juBticia at S. Gabriel, 
iv, 637t of which establiahment he was purchaser with Workman in *46. v. 
561, 627-9. In '47 he sold Sta AuJta to Daiton. v. G28; waa owner of a S. F, 
lot, V. 685; isnamod aasec. of a meeting at S. P. onland matters; visited the 
Hiines in *48| being also Pio Pico's a^ent to explain the motives of his return, 
V. 588; and in *49 was a member of the constit. convention. He gave much 
attention to Ind. manners and cuatoma, on which subject be wrote & valnable 
series of papers, published in the Los Aug. Sfla?-. i, 180. His death was in '52. 
Felipe and Joa^ Dolores seem to have been his sons, iv. 119, the former being 
at S. Juan B, in '49. R, (Joseph), 1847, Co. H, N.Y.Vol. [v, 499); at Napa 
'71-82. E. (Patrick), 1847, corp. Go. P, 3d U.S. artill. v. 519; supposed to 
he living '64, R. (Wm), 1835, Amer. physician at Loa Ang., accused of 
complicity in the revolt, iii. 242-5, 285. The ayunt. paased complimentary 
resol. on hia medical services; prob. confounded wltJi *Keith,* q.v. Hein- 
hart (John), 1846, Co. P, Cal. Bat. (v. 358). Reintrie (Henry), 1842, sec. of 
Com. Jonefl. iv. 310, 321; a nat, of Cuba of French parentage, who waa sec. 
on the Independence in '47; in '68 vice-eonsul-goneral at Habana. Reiach 
(Jacob), 1847, Co. G, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499). 

Romer (Peter), 1848, one of the murderers of the Reed family at S, Mi- 
goel, executed at Sta B. in Dec. y. 632, 640. I think he was Raymond of the 
N.V.Vol., '47, who killed Pfister in Oct. '48. Remington (Darius C-)> 1847, 
Co. K, N.Y.Vol. (v, 499); in Wash. Ter. '74. E*imon (Josd Ant.), 1819, at 
Los Ang. ii, 354, Renard (Wm), 1840, mr of the Francis Henrietta; letters 
of introd.; perbapa did not come. Rendall (John), 1826, mid. with Bcccbey. 
iii. 121. Kcadon (Guadalupe and Julian), at Loa Ang. ^46. B, (Ignacio), 
settler at Lob Aug. '10-10. ii. 349, 354. Renom, 1817, boatswain on^oqufi' 
feuil's vessel, d. at &F. ii. 288. R^nshaw (Wm B.), 1846; lieut U.SJ!f., 
acting capt. in Stockton^s bat. '46-7; came from Mazatlan with deapatchea 
on the Mdltk Adhd Oct. '46. v. 290, 357-8, 386, 391^. Repeto (James), 
J846, Co. C, 1st U.S. dragoons (v. 336). RepoU (Sam. F.), 1846, killed at S. 
Paacual. v. 346; prob. the following. Repose (Sam. T,), 1846, Co. C, 1st 
U.S. dragoons (v. 3;i6). 

Requena (Manuel), 1834, nat. of Yucatan, a trader who came by sea from 
Goaymas, sold hisveaael, and remained iu Cal. lu '35 he waa fiscal at the 
ApaUtegui trial, iii. 285; alcalde of Los Ang, '36. iiin 418-19, 431, 481, 636; 
took a jtrominent part '36-8 in the southern opposition to Alvarado, and after 
tho affair at Las Plores retired for a time across the frontier, iii. 491, 504, 518, 
548-9, 555, 558, 561, 565. In '39^1 he was a member of tho junta, iii. 590, 
604; iv, 193; iu *44 alcalde, iv, 411, 633; and in '45 miniatro of the sup. 
tribunal and suplente congressman, iv. 532, 539-40; v. 50. In the troubles of 
'46-7 he seems to have taken but alight part; but in '50-67 he was often 
member of the city council. He died iu '76, at the age of about 72, having 
always been a citizen of excellent standing and much local iuEueace. His 
wife was Gertrudis Guirado, who died in '74. His daughter married Dav, W- 
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Alexander, from whom I obtained copies of a small collection of Sequenoj Doc* 
Hist. CaL Retar (Henry), 1840, sailor on th&CaU/ofma* Revelt (Andrew 
or Joseph), 1848, S,F. letter list. 

Revero (Joseph Warren)» ]846, nat, nf Mass., imd liont on the Oyane. He 
was tlie officer eent to raise the US, flag at Sonoma, in July, and remained 
in com. of the northern district for several months, making a tour to Clear 
Lake— the Isfc over described in print — and visitiug Sutter's fort to repel the 
threatened WaUa Walla lavaBion. v. 59-60, 128-9* 238, 242-3, 254, 296-7, 
301, 433, 667. In *47 com. of the prize AdmiUance, v. 576; later claimant for 
& Marin Co, rancho, iv. 673, Hia Tour of DtUif, published in '49, contained 
an interesting narrative of hia adventures and observations in Cal^ Here- 
signed in '50 to become a ranchoro in Mei., soon entering the govt service, 
but in '61 reentering that of the U. 3. as colonel of a N". J, regiment. He rose 
to the rank of brig. -gen., but was dismissed from the army by conrt-martial 
in '63 for alleged misconduct at Chancelloraville, He resided at Morriatown, 
N. J» ; published another boob, Ked ajid Saddle^ in '72; took much interest in 
pioneer Cab matters, v. 148-9; and died in '80. Rcvilla (Cristbbal), 1775, 
mate on transports 7&^- i. 241, 287- 

Rey (Chas), 1823, mr of the Plowhoy. ii. 492. R. (CriatdbalJ, in troubla 
17£^. i. 639. R. (Joseph), 1842, French lumberman iu tho contra coata. 
Keyes (Antonio), at Los Ang, i. '19-39; ii. 355; and Ant, Marfa '46-8, l^erhaps 
the same. R, (Dionisio), in Loa Ang. revolt '46. v. 303. R. (Fecundo), at 
Lo3 Ang, '46. R. (Francijwo}, settler at Los Ang. 1787; alcalde '93-5; owner 
of ranchos; d. before 1816. i. 461, 653,501^2, 612, 661-3; ii. 172, 185, 349. 
R. (Ignacio), juGZ de campoatLos Ang. '45. iv. 634. R. (Inoccncia), mont, 
at Los Ang, '46, v, 318, R. (Isidro), aui. alcalde at Loa Ang, '38. iii, 636; 
age 26 in '39; cL for Boca de 8ta Mdnica '52. iii. 633. R. (Jacinto), settler 
atLosAng. 1804. ii. 349. R. (Josfi), saddler-instructor 1792-5. i, 615. R. 
(Job6), convict settler of 1793. i. 606. R. (Jog^), corp, of S.F. comp. '20-8; 
perhaps same at Loa Ang. '46-8; 5ta. B. '50. R. (Manuel], at Los Aug. '46. 
R. (Martinj^ settler at Los Ang, 1790. i. 461, R, (yaturnino and Seferino), 
at Loa Ang. '46-8» 

Reynolds, 1810, mr of th^ Sidian '10-14. ii. 282. R. (Ed. D.), 1847, 
purser on the U. S. Southampton, R. (Sam.), 1843, visited Cal, from Hon, 
R. (Stephen), 1333 (?), Mass. trader at Honolulu, often named in CaL oorresp. 
of ^30-44, many of bis original Icttcra being iinny collection. I think ho vis- 
ited Cal-, but nnd no positive record. He died insane in Mass. about '53, 
having lost his property in a sugar plantation at the Islands. R. (Wm), 
1847, Co, C Morm. Bat. (v. 469). E. (Wm), 1S45, named at S. F,; also as 
alcalde of S. Rafael, and later claimant for part of Nicasio rancho, iv, 587, 
503, 672, 677. There may be some confusion between him and the following. 
R. (Wm John], 1839, Eugb sailor and carpenter on the Inde^, who loft the 
ship and settled at 9.F. in '4.1. iv, 1 19. In '44, being 2.1 years old, he became 
a Mox. citizen, owner of a lot, iv. 669, and corporal in the defensorea. He 
worked as a carpenter with Davis and Rose, spendingmuchof tKetirae, '45-6, 
in Napa Valley, where he seems to have worked on a mill, and where ho 
built a small vessel, the Londre^i. His visits at N. Helv. are recorded in the 
Diary oi '45-7; and he is said to have been married in '46(?) by Alcalde 
Boggs. There is no reliable record of the part he took in the revolt of '46, 
though some vague and inaccurate reminiscences are recorded in the Napa 
Register of '72, He was familiarly known as Chino Reynolds, was rarely de- 
tected in telling the truth about early events, and died in '76 at Sonoma. 
R, (Wm P,), IS45» son of Stephen, b. in Manila, mate on the Fama. iv. 565; 
worked for Davis k Grimes; aerved In Fauntleroy's dragoons (v. 232, 247); 
owner of S.F. lot, v. 684; in '49-52 was in charge of Xugo's rancho, Los 
Ajig^t B'J^d later a trader; atill at Los Ang. '58, Rezdnof [Nikolai Petro- 
vich], 1806, Russ. chamberlain, who visited S^F. to eatablLsh commercial re- 
lations bet Alaska and Cal. ii. 38, 67-80, 182, 219. 

Rhea (John), 1831, Amer. trapper from N. Mes. in the WolfakOl party, 
vho settled at Loa An^., where he ^ept a saloon, with a billiard-table, from 
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>34 to '36, but is thought to have gone ea,&t about '37- iii 3S7, 405. Bhett, 
1846, perhaps one of Fremont's party, iv. 583. Rbcneaw (Hiram), 1845, 
overl. iminig. of the Swaaey-Todd party, v, 576, 587. He ia ment. at Sutter's 
fort early in '46; and went aouth with Fremont in Aug., n^maining there 
with GilleHpie, and ranking aa Ueut in the Cal. Bat. during the £naJ cam- 
pftpign. V. 360, 386, 435; Cal. claim of $15 (v. 462), I have no record of Lim 
after his discharge from the service in April '47. Khinehart (Joseph), 1846, 
German memb, of the Bonner party, who perished in the anow. He had no 
family, v. 531, 533. 

Hhoadii (Daniel), 1846, son of Thomas, nat. of 111., andoverL immig. with 
wife and his lather's family. He worked for Sinclair on the Grimes' rancho, 
and was a member of the lat Donner relief, y- 538, of which he haa furnished 
for my use a valuable narrative in MK. Working in the minea '4&-9j after a 
visit east he aettlt^l in *51 on a rancho near Oilroy, moving in '57 to the Kings 
Hiver conntry, and living in '83 at the age of 62 near Lemoore, Kern Co. He 
had at that date a son and three daughters. Portrait in Kern Co. HUt*^ 168, 
E, (HenryC.),1646,aonofThomaa,inFresnoCo.72. E. (H.), 1847,vi9ited 
Cal. on the Gin. Ktaniy. E. {John B.), 1846, oldest son of Thomae; mem- 
ber and perhaps capt. of the lat Donner relief, iind also memb. of the 4tb; on 
the jury in theKeseberg trial, v, 538, 541. He settled in the Sac, Valley, 
waa a memb of the legislature '63, and died in '66. K. (Thomas), 1846, nat. 
of Ky, a Mormon, and overl. immig. with wife and 12 aona and daughtera. 
He settled on the Cosnmnes, and the visits of difterent members of the family 
are often recorded aC Sutter's fort in '47, In that year Hra E. died on. 
Sutter's launch while being carried to S.F, for medical aid, and was buried at 
Benicia. B. aubaequently went to Utah, where he died in '6!)at tbeageof 77-; 
The sons, Daniel, Henry, John, Thomas, and Wm B., are named in this regis- 
ter. Of the daughters, Elizabeth married Sebastian Keyaer in '46, and ii^ . 
'72j as Mrs Pierce, lived at Kingston, Fresno Co. ; Sarah maxried Wm Daylor in 
'47i in ^51 became tbe wife of Wm R, Grimshaw, and ia 72 lived at the Day- 
lor rancjio with 7 children. Grimshaw'a narrative has been my chief aource of 
information about the Bhoads family. A 3d daughter married Jared Sheldcu 
in '47, and in 72 Lived at Daylor rancho with 2children. The youngest daugh-n 
ter went to Utah and married John Olawsan. The wife of T. Elder is alsQ 
named as a daughter of R. R. {Thomas Jr|, 1846, eon of Thomaa; prob. tKt^ 
T. Bhoada who served in the CaL Bat, (v, 35S); drowned while crossing the 
plains in '52. R. {Wm B.j, 1846, eon of Thomas; in Fresno Co. '72, 
Rhodes (Jonas B.), 1848, at S, F. from Valparaiso, R. (Stephen C), 1846. 
sailor on the U.S. £>€de; came bouk Lu Cal. in '49, and died at 3.F. '50 at the 
age of 40. 

Rice (Daniel), 1832, Amer. carpenter from S. Bias. ilL 403; at Los Aug. 
"40, age 30; married a Romero about ^35. E, {Geo. Joseph), 1826, nat. of 
Mass-j who came from Hon. on the Hover, iii. 176; iL 558; and settled at Los 
Aug. In '28 he made a trip to Hon, on the Hiros for his health, returning by 
L. CaL and S. Diego, obtaining naturalization and a license to marry in '29. 
His wife was a Lopez, and he was for a time associated in basin ess with John 
Temple, the partnership being dissolved in '32^ I have several of hie letters 
of '31-4. In the later years he kept a billiard -saloon, which he sold to Vran. 
Figueroa about '35; and he la said to have IcftCaJ. for the east about the same 
tieie. E. (John), 183D, Amer. ehoemaker £rom N. Mex. iii, 180; at Los 
Ang. '36, ^e 25. E. (Joseph M.), 1846(?), Soc. Cal. Pion. R. (Thos), 
1825, mate on the ^iw. E. (WmH.), 1846, died in Alameda Co. '67; aaid 
to have been a sailor in the navy '46. E. (Wm), 1826, mr of the Wf^rrtn 
^26, '29(T1. iii. 149. 

Eich (Wm), 1841, botanist in U.S. ex, ex. iv, 241, 243, E. (Wm), 1847, 
maj. U.S.A., and paymaster '47-8j came on the Preble^ v. 617, 646. Rich- 
ards (Heary), 1842, sentenced at Los Ang. to 10 years of presidio in Jalisco 
for murder; nothing known of the case. iv. 296, 342, 633. R. (James), 1847, 
Co. E, N.Y. Vol. (t. 490). R. (Q.), 1847, Co. E. Morm. Bat, (v, 469), R, 
(Nathaniel), 1833, mr of the .PT. Amcrka. iii, 383. R. (Pierre), 1844, French.- 
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man in Mont, district; fined for buying amngglcl gooda; had a claim for 
damages done by Fremont, iv. 453, 566; v. til5. E. (Peter P.), 1847, Co. B^ 
Morm. Bat. (v. 4G9]; reenl. R. (Wm), 1829, Rntiah subject who got a carta, 

RiclittrdHOn (A.), 18^6, mr of the BrooHyn, which brought the Mormon 
colony. T, 545, 576; d. in N.Y. ^84 at the age of 86^ and his wife the same day 
Q^ 77. K. (Art«mas W.), 1847, Co. C, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); connty sur- 
veyor in Tuolumne; d. at Sonora '54. E, (Benj. ), 1848 (?), a capitalist of S.F. 
and N.Y, whose arrival is doubtfully accredited to this year in newspaper 
sketches of '84. E. (Chaj-les}, 1847, sergt Co, B, N".Y. Vol. v, 504; d. at 
Bea '55. R. {Henry), 1844, clerk on the Sterling; d, in Cal. iv. 453. R, 
(HenryP.)» 1847, trader on the coast '47-8; owner of S.F. lotand of property 
at Benicia. R, (Paul), 1840 (?), a noted trapper and mountaineer, who several 
times crossed the continent to Or.^ and may liave entered Cal. before '48, 
as be did in '49. iv. 120. 

RiehardBon (Wm Antonio), J822, Engl, mate on the whaler Orion who 
'left* his vessel at S.F., was permitted by Gov. Sola to remain on condition of 
teaching his arts of navigation and carpentry, and in ^23 was baptized at the 
mission by P. Est^nega, receiving at th&t time the name of Antonio, and be- 
ing 27 years old. ii. 478, 495^6, 591. I iiave his autograph letter of *23 in 
Spanish, ajud many of later date. In ^24 he was in trouble about debts, it. 
526; and this was by uo means the last occurrence of such difficulties; but in 
'25 he married Marfa Antonia, daughter of Coinandante Ignacio Martinez. 
ii. 592; iii. 29; and in *27-9 he applied for naturalization — obtained in '30 — 
calling himself a piloto, with sorae ideas of ship -building, speaking Spanish, 
and having a capital of about $3,000, besides some live-stock, and producing 
a certiScate from P, Altimira of great usefulness to the mission by carpeuter- 
■worfc, and teaching calking to the Ind. He had a boat that traders could 
hire, served as pilot on the bay, as in the case of Duhant-Cilly. ii. 599; was 
more than suspected of smuggliiig with the supportof his fatherdn-kw, and 
in ^ was employed to vaccinate Ind. at different missions, iii. 168, whence 
his later titJe of doctor. At the end of '29 he moved with his fainjly to S. 
Gabriel, where he made his home tiH *35, though making trading trips up an<l 
down the coaat in diBerent veaaels. ii. 658; iii. 143, 285, 382, In *35, return- 
ing north, after aiding in foujniing Sonoma, he erected the IststructnreinS.F., 
fl kind of tent, or shanty, replaced in '^Q with a large adobe building; became 
the owner of town lots; declined the office of alcalde hr^; and from the 1st 
day of '37 served as capt. of the port by Vallejo's appointment, iii. 295, 512, 
700, 705, 709; iv. 97-8, 116, 153,601-2; v. 682, His private business was the 
<»nectionof country produce by a launch ninning on the bay. In '30 he became 
4>wner of the Sauzalito rancho, granted to Galindo in "35; and in '41 he went 
there to live, though still holding? his office of capt. of the port of S.F. till 
Nov. '44, with no little trouble arising from his interested leniency to whalera 
who insisted on going to Sauzalito ' for wood and water, ^ iv. 246, 314, 376, 
430, 665-6, 669-70, 683. In '46 he afforded some slight aid to the Cahfomiana 
against the Bears, v, 170; bnt under Stockton^s appointment served again as 
capt. of the port and collector in '46-7. v. 572, 659, 433, 539. Had a CaL 
claim of $0,683 (v. 402); was claimant for Sauzalito, where he spent the rest 
of his life, and his wife for Pinole, iii. 713; iv. 672; was a witness in the 
Limantonr and other land cases; and died in '50, 3eaviDg a widow, still liv- 
ing in '80, a son^ and 2 daughters. Capt. Rn was a skilful sailor and an 
energetic man of business; and though somewhat too often involved in busi- 
ngs difficulties, and Beverely criticised — as who was not ? — in land litigationsj 
is still given a good name by men ol all classes who know him in the early 
days. A biog. sketch is given in the Marin Co. Hist.^ 386, the very inac- 
curate nature of which would not be noticed here but for the statement that 
it is founded on an original diary. E. (Wm B.), 1852, Amer, tailor aaid to 
have come on the Espia^ though I find no other record of such a vessel, iii, 
408. Named in Larkin's books from *33; and in '40 at Mont., a^e 30, and mar- 
ried. In *46 he served in Go. B, Cal. Bat. (v. 35fi), and was still livinc; in Mont. 
Co. '50. Called also Rocherson and Rickerson. Sometimes a Wm B, appears 
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in the records, at Sonoma and e]acwhere, wto cannot bo identified with Wm 
A. or Wm B., so that there may have been a third of the name Bicher, eee 
*Niof.' 

Eichie (BenjO^ 1^47» Co. C. Morm. Bat, (v. 469). Kichmond (Wm), 
1&47, Co. D, ditto. Eichtcv (Carl), 1832 (?), writes to Hartwell, in Ru^ian, 
from Sitka, and aeems to have spent some time in Cftl., being a friend of tho 
padre prcfecto. Rickman (Robert), 1841, over!, immig. of the Bartleson 
party; visited Mont, in Jan. *42 with letters from Sutter, but -went east the 
aame year. iv. 267, 270, 275, 342. Rico (Francisco), nat. of Mont. b. about 
'20; in *42-4 clerk and celador of the Mont, custom -house, being also grantee 
in ^42-3 of 8. Lorenao aud Rancherfa del Rio Eatanialao ranchos. iv. 339, 377, 
431,655,072. In the revolution against Micheltorena *44-5, Rico took a 
pronjinent part from beginning to end. iv. 460, 462, 4d7, 501, 505, 588. In his 
Notes <yi '45 Larkin describes him as an honorable, Btraightforward man of 
good standing bat little property. In '46-7 as capt, of defensores be was an 
active supporter of the Flores movement, being 2d in com, in the Natividad 
campaign, chief of a sab-revolt against Klores, and finally comniissioner sent 
to treat with Fremont, v, 45, 307, 316-18, 32J, 333, 362, Sft^, 368, 372, 404. 
As late as Feb. '48 he waa required to give bonds to commit no hostilities 
against the U. S, v. 685-6. In later years he was a ranchero iu Mont. Co.^ 
being apparently oupervisor in '56. In '77 he gave me his McmoriaAy a naixa- 
tive confined exclusively to tho events of *44-7 which fell under hia personal 
observation, the general accuracy of his statements being well att^ted by 
original documentary records. In '85 I have not heard of bis death. R, 
(Martin Gonzalez), appointed in Mex. district ludge for Cal. in '29, but never 
came. R. (Vicente), sergt at StaB. '29-30. aii. 78, 114. Ricord (John^ 
1847, N. Y. lawyer who had been atloraey-gcn. of IJie king of the Sandwich, 
lal. An unfavorable letter from Com. Biddle to Gov. Mason respecting hia 
record at Hon. and in the U.S. preceded him in Cal., and ho was unable 
with all his arts to secure a high govt position. He opened a law office ai 
Mont., and in *48 was a speculator in quicksilver mines. 

Riddell (D» A.), 1834, mr of the Wm Lye. iii. 384. R. {Timothy W,)^. 
1834, mr of the Martha, iii. 383. Ridington (Thomas), 1833, Amer. sailor^ 
who landed from the Ayticuchf^ and settled at S. Diego as a shoemaker, ag^ 
33. UL 409i In '35 ho applied for naturalization, and in '38 got proviBionol 

gapers from Cflrloa CarriDo aa gov. Hia arrest was ordered in 40, iv, 15, but 
e was not exiled; and in '44 and *47 he served as justice of the peace, ivi 
618-20, I find no record of him after '48. His wife was Juana Machado, 
widow of Piinaso Alipia, ^bo still lived at S. Diego in 78, with 4 married 
daughters, giving me a narrative of Tiempoa Pamdo'^. Ridley (Robert), 
1840, Engl, sailor and clerk, who appears on Larkin^s books from Jan., being 
in com. of Sutter^s launch, and for a time in charge of Ross ^41, acting also 
as clerk for Spear and Rae at S.h\ iv, 117, 120, 129, 138, 186, 233, 008-9; 
678-9, In *44 he was naturalised, owner of a lot, corporal of the militia, and 
married to Juana Briones of North Beach, all at the age of 25. He was a pro- 
nounced cockney, a fine-looking fellow, prono to gossip and big stories, capa- 
ble oE drinking prodigious quantities of brandy, and popular with all classes. 
In '45 he got a grant of Sonoma rancho. iv, 671 ; and this year or the next 
built a house in town — the Leideadorff cottage, at the comer of Montgomery 
and California streets. He was capt. of the port in '46, and for a time 2d af- 
calde; but having a fight with Leidesdorff^whoac letters are full of denun- 
ciation of this "greatest bla^gard iu town' — he was removed from the office. 
V. 648-9, In July, as a Mexican official, he was arrested by the Bears and cast 
into prison at Sutter's fort, but released in time to get some votes for alcalde 
in Sept, V. 120, 129, 136, 178, 239, 20o, 644r-5, 659. In '47 keeping a saloon at 
S,l^. ; he went on a voyage of search for the Warren^s launim. v. 384, 680; 
later appears at Mont, for a time; but in 'i8 was apwinted alcalde at S.P. 
mission, where he spent the rest of his life, dying in 61. His heirs were un- 
saccessful claimants for tho Visitacion rancbo. v. 671. His name was prob, 
Robert T>, though the 2d initial is written also J. and F., and ho is also 
called Richard and Joseph, 
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Blely, 1847, of Lee & R. at Mont, Bielaon (Geo.), 1846, at iiemars 
rancho near S, Lcandro, Riffc (Wm), 1346. CaJ. Bat {v. 32SJ; prob. same 
aa ^Eeffe.' Eigby (Geo. F.), 1847, Co, F, N.V. Vol. {v. 490); atB.Jos^^50, 
Biley (JameaJ, 1846, Tvith Kearny from N. Mex. as aast in the engineer dopt. 
V. 337. E. (Jamea), l&i7, Co. D, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); owner of S.F. lot '48, 
Kinggold (J.), 1S41, lieat U.S.N., com. of the Porpoise iu U.S. ex. es, iv, 
232, 235. 568. Kins (Louia), 1840, refused grant of Sta Catalina Isl. as a 
foreigner; douhtfal name. Rioboo (Juan Antonio Garcia), 1783, Span, friar 
who served a« Bupemumerary a,t S.F. and S. Diego, tetiring ia *86. Bi<^. 
i. 455-7; ment. i. 379| 388, 404, 422, 459, 

Bios (A.), land-owner at S. JnanCap, ^3, iv. 621. E. (Cayetano), soldier 
of S. F,, drowned *i7-lS. v. 202, 332. E, (Gregorio), at Los Aug, '46. 
C. (Joaquin), Bub-majordomo at 3. JnanB. *35; land-owner at S. Juan Cap, *41. 
liL 692j i?-. 626. E- (Petronito), Mes. sergt of artill. atS.P, '27-40. v. 692; 
iii. 71, 584, 672. 702; prob. came in '24^5. In \36 named in Mont, padron as 
30 years old, wife Catarioa Avila, child. Jos£ Camilo b. '34, Maria Lina "35, 
Joafi Simon '.16. In '42 grantee of S. Beamab^ rancbo, Mont, iv. 655; in 
'46 grantee with R«ed of the S. Miguel estate, v, 375, 561, 637, 639-40; and 
in '52 claimant for Paso do Eobles. iv. 655. He still lived in S, Luis Ob, Co, 
'60; and in '77 hta widow, living at Sta Clara, ^ve me her Becaerdos of the 
Eeed raurders at 8. Miguel in '48. E. (Santiago), jnezdepaz at San Juan 
Cap, '42-3, where he waa aJso grantee of land, iv. 627. E. (Severiano)^ 
settler at S. Jaan Cap. Ml. iv, 626. E. (Silverio), at S. Diego "31, iii. 201; 
in '39 at Sta Anaraucho, Los Ang-; in '40 at S. Juan Cap., age 45, wife 
Francisca, child. Salvador b. '30, Joai Dolores '41, JosS pantos '45. E. 
(Silverio), at S» Juan Cap. '46, age 32, wife Primitiva (?), child Margarita b. 
'39, Manuel '42. 

Ei|>er (Abraham van), 1847, eergt Co. E, N.Y. Vol. v, .504. Eipiey 
(Francis L.), 1833 {!), nat. of OEa, who in newspaper sketches is said to nave 
\iflited Mont, thi^ year as mate on a whaler, iii. 409. Iu '48, being wrecked 
on the L. CaL coast ho camo up to Mont, on the diioj and, except a short time 
in the mines, spent the rest of his life ia Mont. Co. , being city recorder and 
county surveyor for several terms. He died at StaEita79, EipoU (Aji- 
tonio), 1812, Span, friar who served at Purfsima and Sta B., and Bed from 
Cal in *28; a very euthusiastic missionary. Biog, 578; ment. ii. 235, 264, 
354, 364, 366, 394, 416, 423, 530-2, 534r^, 655; iii. 92^. Eippstein (Jacob), 
1348* overl. immig. with Hoppe and Buckelew; Co, F, Cal, Bat, (v. 858); 
owiierofS.F.lot'47;in¥ubaCo. 'S5,afarmeT. Riser (JobnJ.), 1847, Co. C, 
Monn. Eat. (v, 469) ; reenl, ; settled in Cal. on discharge, visiting Utah '48-50, 
end '51-82 in Alameda Co. with wife and 6 children, Catharine, Geo. C., 
Chaa W,, May B., Franklin A., and Helen E. 

Ritchie (Archibald A.), 184S, a3ea,-captainwho bought land in Solano Co.; 
later successful cL for several ranches, iv, 671, 674; of the S.F. firm E,, 
Osgood, & Co.; d. in '66, leaving a family. R. (M. D.), 1846, nat. of Pa, 
known as ^colonel* for services in the Blackfoot war, overl. immig. with 
family, v, 523-9. Working a while for Sutter and being one of the first Don- 
ner relief, v. 538-9; be settled at Ha^ in '47, working on the ranchos of 
Boggs and Bale, and renting a mill of Vallejo in '43. He died at Kapa in '74, 
having lost bis wife in '73, leaving 6 married daughters — Mrs Stark and Poul- 
son 01 Lake, Mrs Pond^ Cooper, and Hecox of Napa, and Mrs Howard of So- 
lano— with 32 grandchildren. Riter (Henry), 1S47, Co. B, N.Y, Vol, (v. 499). 
K. (Levi), 1848, Mormon who went to Salt Lake '49. (^over. Eithey 
(Wm M.), 1846, Co. F, Cal. Bat (v. 358); at Sutter's fort '47, Eitechard 
(John), 1848, resid. of Sac. '48-52; d. in Switzerland '77, Eittcnhouso 
(J. B.), 1&14, purser on the U.S. Levant Eitter (Henry), 1839, deserter from 
theschr. Cai\fomia at S.F, E. (John), 1847, Co. A. Mono. Bat. (v. 460); 
reenl. 

Eivas (Juan), at Loa Ang. '46-8. lUvcU (Andrew), 1848, in S.P. letter 
list. Rivera (Antonio) Mex. sold, in the Hidalgo piqueto at Mont '36, age 
27. E. (Francisco), Alvarado'a comisionado to Mex, 42. iv. 283; grantee of 
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S» LuiB Gonzaga, Maripoea, '43. iv. C"3, B. (Joaqnin), maaon-inatructOT 
1792-5. i. 615- R. (Paacnal) corp. at Uie Col. Riv, pueblos, kiUed by Ind. 
i. 359, 362, R. {Salvador), raaaon-inatnictor, 1792. i 615, 684. Rivera y 
Moncada { Fernando Javier), 1769, capt. in com. of the Loreto ^arriaon from 
1756 or earlier, and in '69 in com. of fchelstoxped, by land to Cal., accompany- 
ing PortolS also on the lat exped. from S- Diego to Mont, and S.F. i. 116-25, 
132-6, 140-1. 150-5; returned to L. Cal_ 70-1. i. 165, 167, 171-2, 175, 178, 
182. In 74, by appointment of Aug. 17, 73, he came ba*;k to Cah to succeed 
Fagea as mil. com, of the province from May 25th. i, 216-18, 220, 225-6, 231, 
239, 486, 608. His rule lasted until the arri\-al of Gov, Neve Feb. 3, 77, and 
then he went to Loreto to act aa lieut-gov, of L. Cal. For events of hia rule, 
including his troubles -with Anm and Serra in 76, aeei. 230, 232^, 244-5. 
248-9, 255^7, 264r-73, 276, 279-80. 286-8, 292, 294-5, 298-309, 683- In 78-9 
he waa comraisaioned to raise coloniata for Cal., and at the Colorado River on 
his way waa killed by the Indians July 17» *8L i. 319, 339-44, 361-3, 487; ii. 
44. On bia character and family, see k 363-4. Riviere (P.), 1847t doabtfnl 
name in ^. Hdv. Diary '47-8, 

Roach (Chaa T.), 1848, in S.F, letter list. E. (John), 1830, Amer. from 
N. Mex. iii. 180; inthecomp. extranjera at Mont. '32. iii. 221; alao named 
in a list of ^6. B. (Thomas), 1846, gunner in Stockton's Bat, campaign of 
'46-7, according to a newspaper sketch. R. (Thomas J.), 1847, Kent Co. C, 
K.Y.VoL V, 604, 511; deputy collector of the port of S.F., where he engaged 
in trade after a tour in the mmes. In '50 he settled at Trinity bay, and in 62, 
being county judge elect of Klamath, was drowned in trying to crosa a moun^ 
tain stream, at the age of 28, His brother, Philip A. Roach, is a well-known 
citizen and official ofS.F, K. (Wm), 1847, aergt Co. D, K.Y.VoI. (v. 504); 
county sheriff of Mont, for several termsj in Sept. '66 hia body was found in 
a well near Wataonville, Roan (Francis), 1847, Co. F, 5d U.S. artill, 
{v. 518). Roane (Archibald), 1847, Co. F, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499); d. at Georger 
town, D,C., 79, R. (John), 1847, musician of N.Y.Vol. 

Robb (James B.)i 1847, Co. D, N.Y.Vol (v. 499). Robbina, 1842, men. 
tioned aa a lieut. with Com. Jonea. iv. BOS. R. (Isaac R.), 1846, one of the 
Mormon colony with wife and 2 children, v. 546; a councillor of the church 
ID Utah '84. R. (John), 1833, at Mont. R. (John R.), 1846, one of the 
Mormon colony, v. 546, with wife and 2 children, 2 children also having die<i 
on the voyage; agent to settle affairs of Brannan & Co. 47; owner of a S.F. 
lot. V. 678; iu Utah '84. R. (Xhomua M.j, 1823, nat. of Mass. and mate on 
the Eover '23-5. ii. 495; mate of the Wnverly *26^. iii. 147, 149, 154. About 
'BO ho settled at Sta B., where ho opened a store, commanded the Sta 
Bdtbara schooner* and in '34 married Encamacion, daughter of C^loa 
Carrillo. ii, 573; iii. 140, 384; iv. 117. He ia named in the padron of '36 aa 
auAmer. trader, ago 35, a catholic with wife and child. In '37-9 Capt. R. 
commanded the govt schr Cal\fomia in the service of Alvarado and Yallejo, 
winning an honorary commission aa capt, in the Mex, navy, iii. 531; iv, 101- 
2, 552, 569, 680; v, 317* Hia name does not appear escept in private commer- 
cial records in 40-4, though I have a copy of hia JMS. Diary of weather and 
movements of veaaels at Sta B. for the 1st quarter of '43. In '46 he was gran- 
tee of La Calcrarancho and Sta Gatalina lal, iv. 642; v. 628; being alao in 
BOme slight trouble with the Flores govt^ v. 330, 364; Cal. claim of $143 
(v. 462). He was claimant for La Calera in ^52, and died in '57, hia widow 
living until 76. Capt. Robbins is remembered as a hoaijitable, good-natured 
c!d ^t, whose store was a general rendezvous for seafaring men and traders, 
who were always welcome at his table. 

Roberts (Mra), 1847i first person buried at Beuicia, drawn to the grave by 
an o:s-team. JWm; perhaps 'Rhoada.' q.v. R. (Geo.), 1836, nat. of Ga, at 
Sonoma and Rosa; l^ptized at S. Rafael '38 aa Jorge Maria, iv. 118. E. 
(J.), 1846, Cal. Bat. (v. 358); perhaps same as prececSng, R. (Jamea), 1840, 
at S. Di^o. K, (L.), 1847, Co. E, Morm. Bat. fv. 469); in '82 a farmer at 
Kayavillo, Utah. R. (Robert), 1847, owner of a S. F. lot. v. 679. R, 
(Sam.), 1847, Co. E, N.Y.Vol. (v. 4U9); chief of the Hounds at S.F. '50, sen- 
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tencedto lOyeara in tboponitontiary. Pop- Tnb.,1 90, 99-100, E, fWrn^ 
1847, Or. missionary at S. F. v. 657. R. (Wm), 1848, Amer. sailor at the 
minea. Robertson, 1848, kept a gambling; and grog shop at Sta B, E. 
[John), 1848, Engl, from Chile on the Ocpfideracioji; kept a bakery and saloon 
at Mont., going soon to the mines. Settled in Salinas Val., and died there in 
'70 at the age of 55. R. (Robert), 1840, at 3. Diego '40-8. iv. 15, 120, 
Robeson (Thomas), 1846, Co. G, Ist U.S. dragoons {v. 326). 

Robidoux (Antoino), 1846, nat. of St Louis, Mo., who had li^ed 15 years 
in Mexican provinces and married a Mcx. wife. He came with Keamy as 
guide from N. Mex,, and was severely wounded at S. Pascual. v. 337, 340-7. 
Going cast in '47 he came back after '49 to remain until 'u4. From about '56 
be lived at St Joseph, Mo- — founded by his brother — where he died in '60 at 
the ago of 66. Tho name is variously written, but I follow his autograph. 
R. (Louia), 1844, brother of Antoinc, who came from N. Mex. in '44^ having 
possibly visite<l the country before, iv. 265, 4u3. He purchased the Jurupa, 
rancbo, where >fe settled with his family, a man of considerable wealth, lu 
the troables of '4G-7, being juez de paz at S. Bernardino, v. 625^6* bo favored 
the Americans, was one ofthe chino prisoners (v. 311), and served in theCah 
Bat. He was cl. fot Jurupa and S. Jacinto, iv. 621, 633; was a prosperous 
ranchero down to abont *62; and died in '68 at the age of 77* Robinson, 
1838, mate of tbo Llama, iv. 91. Robinson, 1841, storekeeper at S. Diego, 
iv. 6l9j perhaps *KobeBon.* R., 1847, of the firm R. 4 Xownsendat Mont. 

'47-8- 

Robinson (Alfred), 1829, nat, of Mass., who at the age of 23 came on tho 

BrooBifiit as clerk, and remained in Cal. as agent of Bryant & Sturgis of Boa- 
ton. He was baptized as Jos6 Maria Alfredo before '33, travelling up and 
down the coast from S. Diego to S.F. to bargain for the purchase of bides and 
the sale of goods, often mentioned in oommerolat records, and many of hia 
original letters — generally signed 'Alfredo* or *Rohinson' — being in my col- 
lection, iii. 137, 146, 179, 258, 374; iv, 116; v. 590-1, 619-20. Early in '30-^ 
obtaining in his haste a dispensation of two bans with a hint from Padre 
Duran to contribute f20 to the church — he married Ana Maria, daughter of 
Capt, Jos^ do la Guerra y Noriegaj and in '37 with his wife sailed for Boston 
via Honolulu, iv. lOL He came back on the -4/crt in '40 to resume his former 
agency, remaining till *42, when he again went east via Mazatlan, carrying 
despatches from Com. Jones to the govt, and also gold to the Phil, mint from the 
Los Ang. placers, iv. 297, 320, 403, 502, 640. While prevented by a certain 

Eersonal reserve and dignity from achieving the * hail fellow well met * popu- 
krity of some of his contemporaries, Robinson always inspired respect by nis 
straightforward dealings; and his alliance with the leading family of southern 
Cal. naturaJly did much to give him & good standing among Califomians. In 
*4G he published anonymously bis Ljife in Colifomia, a standard work, fol- 
lowed by most writers on the annals of '30-42, and worthy of much praise, 
though showing here and there tho personal and political prejudices of tlie 
author and his father-in-law. For notice of the book, with citations on vari- 
ous topics and a sketch of the author, see iv. 343-5; ii. 1 76, 563, 620-5; iv. 
2-3, 6, 20, 35-0, 332-5; v. 98. lu H9 he came back to Cal. as agent of tho 
Pacific Mail Steamship Co., in later years becoming agent for the sale and 
management of several large estates in the south; and in '85 still lives at S.F. 
— tlic oldest surviving pioneer so far as ray records show. In '80 he furnished a 
brief Statfment, whicn nas been found useful in connection with his hook and. 
his original correspondence. His wife, after living in the east I think from '37 
to '60 or later, died at Sta K in 'o6. There were 8 children, 2 of them b. be- 
fore '40, James (wko died at West Point at the age of 17), Alfredo, Migael, 
James 2d, Elena, Maria, Antonia, and Paulina. One of the sons lives at S.F. 
'85, bis wife being a daughter of Horace Hawcs. 

Robinson (Christopher F.) 1847, at Mont, from Hon. '47-8. R. (Edward 
R.), 1830 (?), Amer. sailor, said to have touched at Mont. iii. 180; then 'coasted 
off and on' for 10 years, and settled in the Sac. Val. Mentioned 45-8 in the JS^. 
Hetv. Diary; in '47 married Mrs Chriatiiia Patterson and lived on Pry Creek, 
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S. JoftQ. Co. I but wert to the mines in '48; testified in a laud case W; 
near Gilroy 7'2- and in S. Joaq. Co. 78. E. (Geo.), 1839, mate on tlie Cal- 
\fonna Bclir, wlio seems to haye died before '42. iii. 532j iv. 101, 119- E. 
(Geo.)i 1S42, officer of marines on the United States. MaxwfJL K, (Geo.)i 
1846, Co. C, Jst U.S. dragoons (v. 336). B, (Geo.), 1847, eergt Co,G, N.Y. 
Vol. V. 504. R. (Jamea), 1841, nat. of the Bermudas, sailor diacb. from 
the J}Uia Ann; still at Mont. 42. R, (J. P.), 1S48, paaap. from Hon, K, 
(L), 1846, Co. F, OaJ. Bat. (v. 358). R. (Itobert), 1835, Scolxjh Bailor, in 
trade atS. Diego to '50. iii, 423. K. |T,), 1847, gunner on the Columbus. 
R. tWm), 1847, Co. D, Morm. I3at. (v. 469), R. (Wm), 1847, Co, D, N.Y, 
Vol. (v. 499). R. (W'm), 1848 (?), sup. of aN.Y, veaael wnjcked in S. Amer., 
sdd to have arrived thia year; at Bcnicia "49; later county judge of Shaata, 
and finally a fiUbuator in Peru. R. (VVm D.), 1847, Co. D, N.Y, Vol.; (v. 
499); owner of S.F. lot; watohman at Mont, '48; still at Mont. 72-82. R. 
(Wra M.), 1847, nat. of Va; member of S. Joaq. Pion. Soc. 

Robles (Avelino), aoldier S.F. comp. *27-30; killed at Branciforte '39. iii. 
688. R. (Antonio), nat. of Zacatecas; at Branciforte '28, wife Rosalia Mer- 
lopes, child. Joad Raimundo, Teodoro» Secundino, Guadalupe, Nicolas, 
Fulgencio, and Estefana. In the padron of *45 ho appears as Job6 Antonio, age 
70, wife Gertrudia Merlopes ago 50. He had settled at B. in 1797- i- 569; 
regidor 1805; comisionado '17j secretary '27; and alcalde *33. ii. 156, 390, 
605, 627. iii. 696-7. He died in *42 and Lia widow in '49. R. (Fujgencio), 
son of Antonio, a rough character, killed iu '42. iv. 663. K. (Juan Jos^), 
1769, aoldier of the 1st exped.; from 76 aergt of the S. IHego comp.; killed 
on the Colorado '81 by lud. i. 342-3, 362, 452. R. (Manuel), soldier at JS. 
Diego 71-2. R. (Miguel), alcalde at S. LuU 1781. K. (NicoMs), son of 
Antonio, in trouble at Branciforte '39. iii. 588; named in '43. R. (Rafael), 
aoldier of the S.F. comp. '19-30. E. (Ramon), at Mont. '36, age 27; nat. of 
Branciforte; wife Perfecta Caatro, child Felipe b. '33. R, (Secundino), eon 
of Antonio, b. '13; maj. of Sta Clara miesion from '41. He claims to havo 
been one of the discoverers of the N. Alxnadcn qui ckaiiver mine about '23; 
and respecting affairs of the mine^ and on. the Sanchez campaign of '46-7; in 
77 at his rancho of Sta Rita, Sta Clara Co., he gave me a iielacion. He was 
also one of the claimants of Rincon de S^ Fraucisquito. iv. 672. Hia wife was 
Antonia Garcia, and they had 29 children. Still living in '81. R. (Teodoro), 
brother of Secundino, and with him cL for 8. Francisquito. iv. 672. Rob- 
redo (Joa6), 1791, lieut in Malaapina's exped, i. 498. 

Roca (Jos^), 1796, Mcx. scrgt of artilL, son-in-law of lieut Sal.; men- 
tioned to 1802, and after an absence came back in 1805. i, 540-1, 648, 679; 
ii. 30-1, 144, 147. R. (Ramon), appointed capt, of the S. Diego comp, '17, 
but never came to Cal. Rooha (Aiitonio Jos^), 1815, Portuguese who came 
on the ColumUa. ii, 273, 393; naturalized '31; in '36 living at Sta B. with his 
wife, Josefa Alvarado, and 5 children, age 45; perhaps the grantee of La Brea 
"28. ii. 350, 565, 033. An Antonio R, waa assessor at Los Aug. '69-70. R. 
(Comelio), 1798, Mex, convict settler, i. 606. K. (Juan Eatdvan), corp. at 
S. Diego, 1775. i. 250-1. R. (Juan Jos^), 1825, Mex. brevet alf^rcz who 
came with Echeandia under sentence of banishment for 2 years, iii. 13-14. 
He waa put in com. of the Mont, detachment of the S. Blaa comp., and is 
often named in the records of later years, being comisionado for tho seculariza- 
tion of S, Juan Cap, in '33-4, in charge of S. Gabriel '36-7, and acting com. 
of tho southern force in tho sectional war of '37. ii. 549; iii. 13-14, 36, 61-2, 
69, 73, 99, 204, 326, 346, 481-2, 488, 491, 495, 504, 520, 626, 644-5, 648. He 
dieil at S. Diego, at a date not recorded. Hia wife waa Elena Dominguez; 
and a son Manuel died at S. Diego in '54. E. (Eamon), aoldier at Sta B, 
before *37 Eoohe (Eugene de la), 1S45, came from Hon. to S.F. this year 
or the next ace. to his testimony and that of others in the 8antillan case, 
Rochin (Francisco), soldier of the S.F. comp, '27-37; at S. JoaiS '41, age 30, 
wife Maria Archuleta, child Francisco b, '40; still at S. Joa^ '47. E. (Igna- 
cio), soldier at Sta B. executed for murder 1795, i, 638, 669, His wife was 
Ana Maria Bojorqnea. E. (Leandro), regidor at S. Joa^ '35. iii. 730; in '41 
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named in the pjidroQ as 32 years old, wife Maria Pran. Romero, child- Joad 
Ant b. '30, Petra *27, Concepcion '28, EfigenU "29, R. (Licaa}, soldier of 
Mont. comp. \'16, ago 15. K (Miguel), kOled by hiawife '33. R. (Vicente), 
drumioer in the Hidalgo piquete at Mont. '36, age 11, Rochon (Z.), 1846, 
came to Sta Ckra Co. , ^here ho stUl lived in '82. 

Rock (G^O, 1836, fitst appearB a.t SoDoma aa a witnesa againHt a horse- 
thief, jv. IIS; aecxas to havehadaranchonear Sononiar and ia*^l wa^nond' 
n&l grantee of S. Julian, Sta B., iii. 655-6, being in '37 grantee of Gnenoc, 
Lake Co, iv. 671. According to the Lake Co. HieL, he lived at Gnenoc from 
ifcbDut'48, a3 agent for Jacob F. Leese. R. (Jamea), 184], Amer. deserter 
from the U.S. ex. ex. iv, 279; though there is a record that seema to show 
the banishment of a woman for tralo ilidto with Santiago Rock in '40. He 
settled at S. JostS, where in '45 he signed the call to foreiffxiers. iv. 699. In 
'46 he served as lient of Co. G, Oal. Bat., but waa cashiered by court-martial 
in Jan. '47. v. 361, 366, 434; and was killed by Ind. in S. Joaq. VaL, accord- 
ing to the S,^. Standi July 24, '47- Rockwell (Ortin P.), 1848, guide to 
the Mormons on the journey east, TyUr, 'Rocky Mountain Jack/ 182G, 
claims to have been one of Jecl. Smith's party, iii. 153< 

Roderick (John), 1841, Engl, mate of the schr California *4X'ty mrofthe 
Bolivar '44-5. iv. 279, 663. Rodford (Wm), 1843, lieut on the U.S. TTor- 
m*. iv.687. Rodgers, l^lSS^mrotth^FlQibertyoiybet. iv, 103. R.(lS43),at 
Mont., mrof a veeaet. Peterson. K. (Geo.), 1S45 (T), lumberman before '46. 
iv, 587. Brown, R. (Jamea), 1S42, nat. of Md, deserter from the U, S. 
(/jmntf, and captured by Salv. Vallejo March '43, Rodman (Geo.), 1S45» 
coxswain of the Warren's launch, lost in S-F. bay '46< iv. 687; v. 384, B. 
(Rohert C), 1847, sailmakeron the tJ.S. Cohmb^ RodriaQ (Chaa), 1847, 
Co. K, N.Y.Vok (v. 499); owner of S.F- lot. 

Rodriguez, at S.F. '44, age 20. R,, corp. at SU Cruz '24. ii. 619, 622. 
R., sailor fiirviente at Sta Cruz 1795. L490. R. (Alejandro), alcalde of Bran- 
ciforte '35. iii, 696-7; in '36 at the Trinidad rancho, Mont., age 44, wife 
Concepciou Martinez, child. Manuel b. '18, Jos6 '23, Maria del Sacramento 
'26, imd Jnan Buenaventura '32; at Braneiforte '45, age 60 (?), with the aame 
ffiuiily leas Manuel; died in *4S, R. (Antonio), 1829, Mex. convict, liber- 
ated *33. R, (Antonio), drummer in the Hidalgo piquete *36, at Mont., age 
13, R. (Antonio), soldier at Sta B. '32; wile Mariana Arellanea; com- 
mended for valor *24, ii. 652; ]uez or alcaJde at Sta B. "39-40, '44. iiL 65^r^; 
iv. 642; arrested in '45, served under Florcs '46, aiiapccted of hostile inten- 
tiona '43, iv, 542; v, 330, 686; justice of the peace '51-2. R, (Antonio), 
mentioned as 103 years old at Loa Aug- 73. R. (Antouio), alcalde of Bran- 
ciforte *37, and grantee of S. Vicente rancho '39, iii. 678, 695, 697; alao of 
Bolsa del Pdjaro '36, On tbe Branciforte padron of M5 he is named as 46 
years old, nut. of Cal., wife Dolores Ualindo, child. Guadalupe b. '22, Magin 
hU Venancio '34, Miguel '37, Jos6 Maria '43, Balvaneda '^b, Adelaida '38, 
and Maria Ant '41. R, (Antonio), regidorat S.Joad *37> iii- 729-30. R. 
(Antonio Catarino), 1809, Span, friaj-, who served chiefly at 8. Lnia Ob. and 
Puriaima, dying in ^24, Biog. ii. 680; ment. ii, 155, 159-60, 236, 292, 369, 384, 
387, 3W. 529, 532-3, 631, 618, 655, 

Rodriguez (Ddmaso Antonio), corp, of Mont, comp., trannf. toStaB. comp. 
in '18; scrgt '21-30, ii, 572, being a leader of insurgents in '29, iii. 78, and 
alf^rez from '31, From ^33 be was alftoz of the S-F. comp., aometimea com, 
of the post, iii, 396, 573, 701-2, being an invilido at Sonoma on full pay from 
'37. In '44 he was inatnictor of the Sonoma defensores, grantee of Lac 
rancho, and perhaps 2d alcalde of S, Rafael, iv, 407-8, 671, 677, In *46 
named as supl. juez, and as in theOlompali fight with tbe Bears, which took 
place on his land. v. 168, 083; had a Cat. claim ol f2,675 (v, 462). He died soon 
after '46. R, (Fecundo), at Mont, '36, nat of Cal,, age 22, wife Guadalupe 
Robles, chUd. Rafaela b. '33, Concepdon '36. R. (Felipe), at Sta B. before 
'37, wife Rafaela Soto; soldier of S. F. comp. '44; ^rob, 2 men, R. (Fran- 
cisco], Sta Cruz poet of '18. ii. 245; in '28 at Branciforte, wife RafaelaOaatio, 
child. JeanSj EscoUstica, Benita, andAntonia; alcalde in '30, ii 627; grantee 
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of Arroyo del Rodeo "M. :ii. 677; BtUl living in *65^ R. (FranO. at Loa 
Aug. '43^; justice at Alamitoa '513, R. (Giacundo), at Sta Cruz '43. E, 
(Ignacio), grantee of Conejo ra^.cho 1802 et seq. ii. 112, 172, 516, 664. 

Eodrignez (Jacinto), nat. of CaL, first mentioned in public records aa Kent 
of militia and employed by Alvarado in '36, iii. 491. From '39 he waa alf^rez 
of the Mont. comp. aiding in the arrest of the foreigners in *40. iii. 671; iv. 
23, 282, 652. Celador of^tho Mont, and S. F, cnatom-houae *43-46, being 
grantee of tbe Jacinto rancbo, Coluaa, in '44. iv, 377, 431, 463, 657, 570, 671, 

Named in the Branciforte padron of ^45 as 31 years old, wife Guadalupe , 

child- Eafaela b. '32, Conccpcion '35, Guadalupe '36, and Joaefa '39. Alcalde 
at Mont, in '49 and member of the conatit. convention, tlie reasons for such 
a choice by the Montereyana not being very apparent. He still lived in Mont. 
Co. 74 and later, a man of some property. I obtained from him a brief 2^ar' 
radon of his recollections of early events. His oldest son, Por6rio, died at 
Mont. '77. E. (Jos^), airviente at S.F- 1777. i. 297. E. (Jos^), Boldier at 
StaU. 1832, wifo Bemarda Eosas, B, (Josd), prisoner at Mont. '47; alias 
*Letra.* R. (Jos^), eindico at 8. F. ^3S. iii. 705; at S. F. '42, age 35, -wife 
Bomana Miramontea, child. Maria b, '38, Marfa '40, Josd and Francisco '37; 
perhaps the same who had a Cal. claim of $46 (v. 462), and was at S. Jo34 
50. E. (Joa£), at Branciforte '45, age 21, E. (Joa^), soldier, carpenter, 
and teacher at Mont. 1796-1800. i. 643. E. (Jos(5 Antonio), soldier at S. 
Antonio W and earlier; corp, of the escolta at S, Miguel *97* i. 660; invAl- 
at Branciforte from '99, beinff comisionado of the vOla for some years to 1810. 
His wife was Maria Yicenta ae Leon, and 6 of his sons were soldiers of the 
Mont comp. after 1800. i. 571; ii. 156, 171. 390. Ho died in '37. E. (Josd 
Ant.), at Trinidad rancho, Mont., '36, age 26, wife Maria Elena Castro; juez 
atS, JuaiiB. '44. iv,661; perhaps was drowned in attempting to save goods 
from th& Star of the. FTcsi in '45. E. (Jos^ Brigido), son of Jos6 Ant^ b. at 
S. Antonio 1793; soldier of the Mont. comp. 1811-30; a tailor by trade.. 
From '34 he T^s a raiichero in Sta Cruz Co. , and in 77, at the aff6 of 84, resid- 
ing near Soquel, he gave me his Becuerdos Hi8i6ricos. He died m '80, leavin^^ 
only one surviving member of his famil/, on aged sister. 

Eodrigucz (Joa^ Maria), at Sla B. before *37 with wife Ctonen Dominguea 
and 5 children; at Los Aug. '46, E. (Jaan), resid. of S. Diego '30. ii. 546. 
E. (Luis), at Sta B. before 37 with wife Maria ArrellaneB and 3 children, 
B. (Mannel), Mex. soldier of the Mont. comp. at Soledad 1791-1800. £. 499; 
in 1819 comisionado of Branciforte. ii. 390; being an inv4l. corporal; sfndico 
in '39 and alcalde *44. iii, 607; i^, 408, 664; in '45 on the padron as 68 years 
old, nab. of Sinaloa, with a daughter Joaefa b. '11.; memb. of town ooimcil 
'48. T. 642; though this may have been the following. R, (Manuel), at 
Branciforte '45, age 28, wife Marfa Gon^lez, child, Jos^ b. '42, Saota '44. 
R. (Mannel], 1795, Mex. cadet and alf^rez of the S.F. comp. though serving 
in the 3. Diego comp., of which he became lieut and comandaute. In 1806 he 
was made capt. of the S.F. comp. and sent to Mex. as habilitado general, dy- 
ing in '10, Biog. ii. 98-9; i. 646-7; ment. ii. 11-15, 39, 106, 109, 125, 188-9, 
370, 421. R, (Maria Engracia), at Sta Cruz '47. v. 641. E, (Matias), 
soldier at S. Juan K before ISOO, i. 558. E. (Nemesio), soldier of S.F. comp. 
'41-2, E. (Norberto), soldier at Sta B- before '37. 

Eodriguez (Pablo), Ind. settler at Loa. Ang, 1781-6. i. 346, 348. E. 
(Pedro), at Trinidad rancho, Mont., '36, age 25, wife Gertrudis Espinoaa, 
child. Juan do Parma b. '32, Jos^ '35. E. (Eamon), grantee of Agua Puerca 
'43 and CaQada de S. Miguel '46. iv, 655; v. 632; killed '48 in attempting to 
arrest the murderers of Eeed in Sta. B. Co. v. 632, 648. E. (Eamoti), in 
Branciforte '28, wife Teresa Soto, child Jos^ de la Crue. ii. 627; in '45, ago 
40, wife Marfa Ignacia Alviao. E. (Sebastian], sergt of the Mont. comp. 
•28-30, and comisionado of Sta Cmz '31* ii. 609; iii, 307; in 36 at the Trini- 
dad rancho, Mont., nat. of Cal., ago 60, wife Maria Perfecta Pacbeco, child. 
Joa^ b. '12, Jacinto '13, Francisco '17, Teresa ^22, Dedderio '23, Bemabfi '26, 
Maria Ant. '28, C4rmen '30, Eamona '32. iii. 679. Grantee of Bobja del 
PUjaroin '37, ill. 677, for which he was -cl. — as also for Eincon de laBallena, 
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Marin, iii 6^ — and about which there was much litigation between his "heim 
and those of liia brother Alexajjder. Ho or another of the namo ia named aa a 
retired soldier with the rank of alferez in '44-6, iv. 408. He died in *54 or *55, 
R. (Tomaao A,), grantee of Llajome rancho, Napa, iv, 671. 

Roe (Ohaa), 1832, one of the comp. extrajijeraat Mont. iii. 221. Boeder 
(Louia), 1847, Co. C, K.Y. Vol. (v. 49fl). Roether (Chaa), 1845, Germau 
immiff. prob. of Grigaby-Ide party, iv. 570, 587. His name often appears in 
the A. JIdv. Diary 45-7; settled at 'Charley's rancho* in Butte Co., moviug 
in *58 to Feather River in Yuba^ where he died in '68, Jeaving a widow aud 3 
children. Eogenade (Jacob}^ 1848, nat. of Poland, who came with the U.S. 
dragoons (v. 622Jj murdered at Los Ang- '54. 

Rogers, 1847, teamster in Satter's employ. R, (James), 1834; Engl, rar 
of the loiani '35; on Larkin's books *34-43; arrested in *40 but not eiOed. 
iii, 3S2, 4r2; iv, 17, 23. R. (John P. ), 1848, from Or. to the mines; brotber- 
in-hiw of Gov. Bamett. R, (Lewis), 1847, owner of a S-F, lot. v. 684. 
R. (M.), 1848, passp. from Hon, R. (Sam. H,), 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. 
(v. 469); in Ariz. '81. R. (Seth), 1827, mr of the ^n</^tf '27-9. K, (Wm.), 

1847, Co. F, 3d U.S. artitl. (v. 518J. R, (Wm H.), 1847, Co. A, N.Y.Vol. 
(v. 490); at Brooklyn, K.Y., '74^84. R, (Wm J,), ]343, mr of ^eJohnJay. 
It. 506. Roget (Dr), 1848, intending to settle at Benioia. 

Rohlman (John), 1843, Ger. settler in Sta Clara 76; carta '44, then in Sac 
Val, ; perhaps the name should bo *Eohlan/ iv. 400, Rojaa, atLos Ang. *3.7. 
iii. 504. R. (Felioiano), at Corralitus ranoho, Mont-, '36, age 16, nat. of 
Mex.; in *4l at S. Juan Cap. iv. 626. R, (Justiniano), Ind. said to have 
been baptized at Sta Cmz in 1791 at the supposed age of 40; d. Sta Cruz 
1S75, a famous centenarian. Rojo (Jos6 M^a), at Sta B. before '37 with 
wife Altagracia Garofa, juez de paz In 'S0> iii* 657-5; grantee of Cuyama in 
'43. iv, 642. 

Roland (Fred. C), 1828, Engl, sailor, age 23, who landed at S. Pedro, 
went to Los Ang., and sailed from S- Biego '29 on the Maria Eattr; yet ap- 
parently at Los Ang. '.'iO. ii. 558. R. (John), 1841^ overl. immig. of the 
iJartleson party, wlio seems to have returned cast in '42. iv. 270, ^5. R. 
(JoKn), 1846, grantee of Los Huecos, Sta Clara, and of land on the S- Joaq., 
for which ranchos he was cl. in '52. v. ^Q^. At ii. HeLv. '48. I do not know if 
this waa the same man as the preceding, Rohlman or Bohian, John Rowland 
of the south, or distinct from alL Roldan (Mariano), aux. alcaldo in Los 
Ang. dist '36. iii. 63G; grantee of La Habra '39, iii. 633, when he waa 39 
yearsold; jueadecampo'40,iii.637;atS.Gabrier46-7. v. 626, 628. Heseema 
to have been a Mcx. iv'ho came about *36 and went bsick after '47. Bolfe 
(Tallman H.), 1847 (?), nat. of Me, who came from Or, '47 or '48, salesman 
for Brannan & Co. at Sutter's fort '48, and later alcalde in Yuba Co., but was 
a printer by trade, perhaps working on the S. F, Star, and later connected 
with many papers in Cal. and Nev>, being long the editor of the Atistin 
Eev^Ue and Nevada City Gaseife. H« died at S. Bern, in '72. Somo sketches 
represent him as having come in '46 and served in the Cal, Bat. RoUin, 
1786, surgeon of La F^rouse's exped. 1. 435. Rollins (Henry)* 1846, ac- 
cording to Glover one of the Mormon colony (v. 546), with son Isaac and a 
daughter; prob. *Eobbins,' q. v. R. (John), 1843, at Mont. ; perhaps ' Rob- 
bins.' R. (John), 1S47, Co. D, Morm. Bat. (v. 469); in SpringviUe, Utah, 
'S2. E. (John), 1847, Co. E, ditto, 

R^maldo, neoph, grantee of land, S. Luis Ob. '42. Roman, tailor of 
1798, i. 698. R, neoph. accused of murder^27-8. iii. 103. R. (Richard), 

1848, doubtful date; at Vallejo *51; state treasurer '49. Romana (Miguel), 
1841, sup. of tho Jdven Carolina, iv, 566. Romero, a discov. of silverneaj 
Mont. '25, ii. 667. R., soldier ment. '34, '37. iii, 257, 638, R. (Abelino), 
at S. Jos^ '4i, age 52, nat. of Cal., wife Juana Kubio, child. Matilde b. '24, 
Pedro Ant. ^29, Victoria '31, Jos^ Ant. '34, Francisco '37, Rosario '39. R. 
(Antonio), two sirvientes of the namo at Sta Clara 1777. i. 300; one grantee 
of a. Josfi land 17a^. I 350; regidor '85. i. 478; alcalde '90, i. 478; in '95-7 
owner of a raacho near Mont. i. 683, 716. R. (Antonio], perhaps son of the 
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preceding, regidor at Moirt. '33-4; grantee of rancho '40. fii- 673, G79. R. 
(Antonio), soldier at Sta B. before '37; settler at Los Ang. 1807. ii. 350. 
K.{Balbino), gunner at the Mont revolntioa of '36. ii. 461. R. (Domingo), 2d 
alcalde at Los Ang, '35; in trouble '40. iii. 035, 639. R. (Fetipej, black- 
Bmitb at 8, Biego 1775. i. 250; wife in 78 Roaario Marquez, several children 
bom before '83. R. (Domingo), soldier at Sta B, before *37; at Los Ang. '39, 
ago 47. R. (Florencio), at 5. Jos^ '41, age 36, wife Encarnacion Hiranda, 
chOd, Jos^ b. '35, Patricio '37, Joa^ Ant, %0. R. (Gabriel), soldier at the 
Colorado puebloa, killed by Ind. 1781. i, 359, 302. R. (Guadalupe), at Loa 
Ang, '46; named in '58 03 a centenarian. K. (Ignacio), soldier of the S,P. 
comp. '28-31. R. (Inocencio), soldier of the S.F. comp. '23-33; in '37 alf, of 
militia at S. Joa^. iii. 732; in '44 grante-e of a Contra Costa rancho. iv. 671. 
B. (Javier), tanner at S. Joa^ ^41, ^o '33, nat, of L. Cat. R. (Joaquin), 
at Loa Ang, '46. 

Romero (Joa^), 1823, Mes. eapt, who made an exploring cxped. from So- 
nora to Cal. *23-5. ii. 607-&, 542, 5G8; iii. 14. R. (Jos^), soldier of the S.P. 
comp. '19-22, '30; in '41 at S. Joa^. nat» of Cal., age 42, wife Maria Garcfa, 
child. Teodoaia b. '30, Eatefana '31, Garcia *33, Joad '32, Lovribano (?) ^35, 
and Poliamo (?) '38. R. (Jos^), at S. laidro rancho, Mont. , '36, a^e 48, nat, 
of Cal., wife Paula Cautua, child. JoaS b, '29, AguiLino '32, Maria 31, Fran- 
cisco '34, and Juan '35- R. (Job6), Mex. at Branciforte '45, age 48, cMld, 
Jobs b. *37, Dolores '40. R. (Josi^), at Loa Ang. '46. R. (JosS Antonio), 
fiettler at the Colorado pueblos, killed by Ind. 1781. i. 359, 362. R. (Jos^ 
Antonio}, soldier and settler at S. Job^ 1777. i. 212. R. (Josfi Ant.), teacher 
at S. Jos^ '23. ii. 603; at Mont. '26. ii. 612; niaj. and alcalde S. Cdrloa '35. 
iii. 354, 674, 680; betng also grantee of Cafiada de Laureles. iii. 677, R. 
(Jos^Ant.), at Sta B. '37» wifeDototea Alanis, 5 children, R, (JoadMarfa), 
Boldier of artill. militia 1801-10. ii. 190. He was a son of Juan Maria, b. 
about 1788. In '77, living at Los Nietoa, he gave me some vague Memorias of 
the olden times, li. 237-8. 

Romero (Joa£ Mariano), 1834, Mex. teacher who came with the H. £. P. 
colony (iii. 250), and established what be called a normal school at Mont., 
writing also a Oafeckmo de Ortologia^ printed at Mont, in '36. He opposed 
the Cal. revolution Lata, aiid left the country witli Gutierrez in '36, iii. 463. 
R. (Juan Maria), corp, of the Sta B. comp. 1788; his wife was Lugarda Sal- 
gado. R. (Juan Marfa), 1816, Irish interpreter in the LydiiX case at Mont. 
ii. 276. R. (Manuel), at Loa Ang, '39-48. R. (Marfa), miner of Carmelo 
Vol. '25. ii. 607. R. (Mariano), soldicrof the S.F, comp. '22-33, R. (Mar- 
tin), 1818, Paraguayan of Bouchard's insurgents, ii. 287. R. (Miguel Aut ), 
soldier at the Colorado puebloa 1780-1. i, 359. R. (Pedro), settler at S. 
JosS 1791. i. 716; wife Guadalupe Garcja, child Maria Guad., in '93. R, 
(Pedro), settler at Los Ang. 1790. i. 461. R, (Pedro), at Los Axtg. *45-6. \\\ 
541; V. 308, 628. R. (Pierre), 1831, Fr- laborer at Loa Ang., age 53, from 
K. Mex. iii. 387, 405. E. (Rafael), vSpan. locksmith at Mont^ '20-8. iii. 51. 
R. (Teodoro), grantee of Potrero de Felipe Lugo '45. iv, 635. R. (Toraia), 
BoldieratStaB. '32, wife Felipa Lugo; sergt'35. iii. 650; alferez'39. iii. 663. 
R. (Vicente), soldier on the southern frontier from '25; in later years at S. 
Diego. His Notts of the Pant were dictated to Benj, Hayes. 

Romeu (Jos^ Antonio), 1791, Span, lietit-col and gov. of Cal. from April 
16, '91, to bis death on April 9, '92. He was an officer from whom much was 
expected, especially in financial reforms; but though presumably a competent 
man, and certainly a conservative and amiable one, he was prevented by ill 
health from attending to any but routine duties during his brief term. Rule 
and biog. i. 481-500; ment. i. 370, 389, 393, 441, 471, 474, 470, 501-2, 530. 
Romeu's body was buried at 8, Clrlos, and has been mnltiplied in current 
newspaper aketcliea into the remains of dozens of governors. Romie (Ernest), 
1841, doubtful name of a German at Mont. Toomes; at S.F. '84. Swan, R. 
(John F.), 1843, tailor at Mont. '43-8; also visiting Sutter's fort; had a son 
at school '46, iv. 400, Eoody (John L. ), 1846, farrier Co. C, 1st U.S. dni- 

goona (v. 336). Rook, 1S48, from Hon. oa the Sagadc^c* Roper (John), 
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1832, one of tha comp, extranjera at Mont. iii. 22L Ropiam, 1316, Ha^ 
wftiian sailor on the ^i6airoj3. ii. 275. Itoquefeuil (Camille), 1S17, mrof the 
Bordelaia '17-18, andauthor o£a natrativo of the Voyage, ii. 2S7-91» 222, 251, 
331, 373, 419, 

Koflft, ment. at Mont. 179S. L 691. B. (CSrlos), at S, Diego 1803. ii, 13, 
E, {Jos6 de b), 1834^ Hes, printer who camo with the H. k P. colony, iii, 
263, 269; going to Sonaom and becoming a kind of protegd of Gen. Vallcjo; 
bad some skill &s a musician, and also worked at mending clothes and tin- 
ware. In '45 he was alcalde at Sonoma, being also the grantee of Ulpinoa 
rancho, for which he waa the unsucceasfal claimant in ^54. iv, 674, 67&-^9, In 
'46 ho was the messenger sent to Capt, Montgomery with news of the Bear 
rcToltj also having a quarrel with Ecrreyeaa. v. 120-30, 063, In 1875 Don 
Pepe waa still living at or near Martinez. Koaales (Bernardo), settler of 
I77&^3, i, 330, 605, K. (Comelio), soldier at S. Jose mission 1797-1800. i, 
556. R. (Job6 Ant), at S. Jos^'30. R. (Juan), atS. Prancisquitorancho, 
Mont., '36, nat. of Mazatlan, age 48, wife laidora Garefa, child, Joa6 b, '33, 
Maria '36; in later years juez de paz- iii. 678, 680; iv. 6o3; v, 637. Ro&alea 
Pacheco (JoBtS Maria)j 1843, Mes. priest who served as curate at S, Baen. till 
'48, and in '49 at S, Antonio; also as chaplain of Florea' army '46-7. Ho was 
sent a^vay by his superior in '49-50 for some ecclesiastical offence, iv, 371, 
422, 644^; v. 400, 632, 635. Rosalfo (Engenio), owner of Mont rancho 
1795. i, 683. Rosamel (J, do), 1840, com. of the Fr. corvette Danaide, iv. 
35-6, 103, Rosas (Alejandro), Ind. settler at Loa Ang. 1781-6. i, 345, 348. 
R, (BasUio), ditto, L 345-6, 343-9, 460, R. (Feliciano), at Los Ang, '46. 
ft. (lTos^), convict settler of 1798. L 606. K fJoa^J, maj. at Soledad '36, iiL 
691, B. (Jo36 Ant.}, nat. of Los Ang. and soldier, shot and his body burned 
at Sta B, 1801 for a crimen ntfatido^ i. 639-40; ii. 119. R. (Juan), settler 
at S. Jos6 1791-1800. i. 716.. R. (Manuel}, fifer of S.F, comp, '39-42, R. 
(Ramon), at Los Ang. '46. It, (Sinforoao), at Los Ang, '46. 

Roae(John), 1318, Sootchm^Li of BoQch^trd'aiuaargeuta captured at Mo&t, 

age 27; in '21 at Pnrrsinia, hia spiritoal welfare being tho object of much 
anxiety t^ the authorities, ii. 233, 241, 243, 292, 303, 412, 444. Rose (John), 
1841, Scotch cairrenter and sailor registered at S. Bias since '39, who touched 
at Cal, ports in "41-2, and landed permanently at Mont, from tho Clarissa in 
Nov. '43, settling atS.F. and goin^ into partnership with Davisand Keynolds^ 
as carpenters and builders, iv. 279, In ^44, being 36 years of age, he obtained 
a town lot, was naturalized, and served as corporal in the defensores. iv. 669, 
593, In '46-7 he was town treasurer, v, 295, 643; served as lieut in the San- 
chez campaign, v, 331; waa a member of tho connciL v. 648, In '46 his firm 
built a schooner in Napa Creek, and in '47-8 a mill for Salv. Vallejo, going 
to tho mines in '48. Rose gave his name to Rose bar on the Yuba, and was 
tho first settler of Nevada Co., where he hada trading post from '49. Stillliving 
at Smartaville in 'SO and prob. in '85, K. (John M.), 1847. Co, G, N.Y,Vol, 
(v. 499), B, (Thomas}, 1847, employed by Larkin to carry despatches. R. 
(Wm), 1843, Engl, naturalized; prob. an error. Eosecrans (Geo. W.), 1847, 
Ueut Co, C, Morm. Bat v, 477. Eosencranta (Andrew), 1847, Co, P, 3d U. 
S. artill. {v. 518). Lajtcey; not on tho roll. Rosenberg (N.), 1833, ror of tho 
PoUfemia '33-5. iii. 383. Rosentiel (Anton}, 1S47, musician K- Y. Vol. 
(v, 499); d. S.F. '55, Roseto (Marcos), soldier of the Hidalgo piquete, 
Rosiatof, 1838, mr of tha 8kka. iv. 106. 

Ross, 1846, came to Sta Clara Val. Ball; went to the mines '48. R. 
(Chas L,), 1847, nat, of N.J, who came on the Whiton with a cargo of goods 
for sale, member of tho firm Gclston A Co,, a prominent merchant andland- 
owner of 3.F. '47-9, also taking part in public affairs, and serving as school 
trustee, v. 650-1, 650-7, 678-9, 681, 683, He lived in S,P. for some years 
after '50; kept a hotel in Calistoga '-60; returned to S.F.; and shortly before 
'85 went to uie Sandwich IsL In '80 he furnished me a statement of ^xpe- 
riencea of '^7. R. (Geo, W,), 1842 (T), in S.F. almshouse '31, said to have 
come in '42. iv. 341. Chronicle. £L (Kenry), 1331, sailor on the OoAiftna; 
at S. Biego again '34 with Hugo Held. R. (John), see 'Rose,' B. (J.). 
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1876, Go. F. Cal. Bat.; later Co. B, artilL. [v. 358}, E. (Sara, H. P.), 1848, 
Dftb. of La^ wIlo came oq the Major TojnpHns, anil went to the mines, age 
18. Afterward trader, county surveyor, a^aoo. judge, and superintendent of 
echooJa in Merced Co. ; d. at Hopeton '73- E- (Wm), 1828, mr of tho Times. 
iii. 149, Rosaen (Joseph), 1848, an Or, pioneer of '43 who came to Cal. *48; 
&t Weaverville *73, Hoasignon, 1848, Fr. trader in tho minea witb Ama- 
ador and SuQol, who ran away to Peru with the profits of all three. Probi 
' Rousaillon,' q. v. 

Rotchef (AleK.), 1836, Russian manager at Ross '36-41. iv» 117-18, 129, 
163, 164, 171-^, 179-86; iv. 233. Roteta (Antonio V.), 1825, naval officer 
on the Aida. iii. 25-6. Roth (John), 1S48, Gorman Bailor in the navy, dlsch. 
in'48; in the mines *4S'51; traderat Mont. *o2-73; d.atCaatroville '79, leav- 
ing a wife. Roudon (Guadalupe), at S. Bern. '46, age Zb. Eonelle (Jean 
BOt 1841 [% Canadian trapper from N. Mex. iv. 27S-9. Nothing ia known of 
his coming, but he is named aa the discoverer of gold in '42 in the S- Fernando 
region, iv. 631. A few yeara later he moved with his famUy to the Sac. Va^., 
and was there during Uie niining cTccitement, being n&med in the N. Htiv. 
Diary. Finally settled on Feather River. Ronissillon, 1802, Polish count 
who sailed with Cleveland and Shaler. ii. 11, 22. Ronlam (Henry), 1846, 
of the Mormon colony. Seo 'Rowland.' RouUan (Francois), 1836, Fr. laborer 
at Los Verielea rancbo, Mont., age 30, Roulette (Wm R.}, 1845, overL 
immig. of tne Grigsby-Ide party; lived in Capay Valley *45-fl; prob. went to 
Or, *46. iv. 579-S0;v.526. Ronnd(Joseph), 1845, mr of thePacyfc. Roua- 
aeau, 1846, with Gillespie when he met Gen. Kearny. Ronssillon (Charles), 
1B43 (?), Fr. trader who Ist appears at Loa Ang« this year, but ia said to have 
come in *37, or even in '33, iv, 400. From '44 he was in the Mont, district, 
chiefly at Sta Cruz, where he had a mill and dealt in Inmber, building a 
ftohooner in '46, v. 641, and in '47-3 b^ing a partner of Sainaevain, The lat 
jury trial in QlL was that of Graham vb H, in '46, y. 239, I have some of 
his business corresp., but no record after '48. Perhaps he went to S. Amer. 
See ^Rossignon;^ ase 31 in '45. 

Rov^'an, 1842, doubtful name of a trapper at Los Ang. ; came again to Ca!. 
'50. V. 34L E. IH.), 1847, lieut on the U. S. Cyane, R. (James), 1799, mr 
of tho Elim. L 645, 700; and of the Ila^rd 1802-4. '± 11, 17-18, 24-5, 108, 
11&, 122, 130. R» (James), 1847, Co. G, N.Y.Vol (v. 499); in '48 teamster 
for Bcannan & Co. at Sac. R. (Stephert OJ), 1846, lieut U. S. N., and acting 
maj. of Stockton's Bat,; wounded at the Mesa Jan. '47. v. 385, 395; in later 
yeara vice-admiral, Rowe, 3818, at Sonoma, called oneof theN.Y.Vol. R. 
1848, went to Hon. on the Currejicy Lass. R. (James), 1816, sailor on the 
Lydia, ii. 275, Rowland (Henry), 1346, of the Mormon colony with his son 
Isaac and perhaf^ a daughter, v. 546. Th^ were generally oaUed ^Rollins' 
by the Hormona, Henry E. died in the faith before '60. R. (John), 1S41, 
nat» of Pa and leader of the Worfeman-R. immig. party from N, Mex„ where 
ho had lived 18 years, amassing considerable wealth and mMrying a native 
wife. iv. 276-9, 637. He was suspected of complicity in certain revolutionary 
or filibustering schemes in connection with the Texans, and this was a lead- 
ing motive of his emigration; indeed, waminca were aent to Cal., but they did 
not prevent his getting in *42 a grant of I^ Puente rancho in com|iany with 
Workman, iv, 331, 635. Then he went to S". Mex. and brought Eia family, 
spending the rest of his life on hia rancho. iv, 343. In '45 he joined the other 
Bouthem foreigners in their opposition to Micheltorena. iv, 495, 508; and was 
one of the Chino prisoners in '46, V. 314, having a Cal, cltum of about $1,500 
(v. 462); but as a rule took no part in pnblic affairs, being noted for his retir- 
ing disposition and fondness for home life. He died in '73 at the age of about 
80. Hia son Wm R, was sheriff in '73, and he or another son married a 
daughter of Bernardo Torba, Roy (C.)j 1822, rarof tho whaler ji/eri. iL 
474, R. (Cha^), 1823, mr of tho Ploy:boy. ii. 492; perhaps Eay> R. 
(Pierre), 1782, Fr. sh^vientc at S, Bnen, i. 377. Royabe (Clandio), at Los 
Ang. '46. Royal (B.), 1S45, at Sutter's fort '45^; perhaps one of Sub- 
letters men. 

HiHT. CAL,, VoL.V. a 
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Rub (GeoO. IW. Co. C, N.V. Yol. {v. 4&9). EuH (Mamno), 1790, 
Span, iriajc whose miasiouaiy servif^e waa at S. Aubonio and Soledad. He 
retired in *&3, and waa prob. expolled from th^ college for immorality. Biog. 
i. 499; ment, i. 3S8, 492, 57fi, 597^ Rubio (CaBimiro), at Los Ang. *43-5. iv. 
541. 633; fatally woimded at S. Paacual '46. v, 347. R. (Pranciaco), soldier 
of the S.F. comp. '24-31 ; eiecated in *31 for crime committed in '28. His waa 
one of the cauaaa c^lebrea of CaL li. 592, 594; iii. 191-S, 699. R, (Francisco), 
at Lo8 Ang. '46; killed at the S. Gabriel Eght Jan, *47» v, 396. R. (Joa^ 
M. de J. Gonzalez), aee 'Gonzalez.' iii. 318, 724. R. (Jos^), at Los Aug. '46-8. 
R, (Manuel), at Los Aug, '46. R.(Mateot, nat. of Flanders, Holdier of the S. 
Diego comp. in 1779 and earlier, and a settler at Lofl Ang. 1794-1819, i. 454; 
ii. 349, 354. llis wife "waa Ursula Dominguez, and the birth of 4 children ia 
noted before 1790, one of them being Francisco Ramon. R. (Nabor), Mes, 
at Mont, '36, age 40- R. (Rafael), soldier of the S.F. comp. '24-6. R. 
(Santiago), at L^ Aug. '19. iL 355. R. (Tomdslj at San Juan Cap. '46, age 
30, child Candelaria; at Los Ang. '4d. 

Ruckol (Joseph L.), 1847» a prominent trader at S.F., S, Jos^, and Mont, 
'47-9, of the firms Sherman & R. and IL & Cooke, v. 663. About '55 be went 
to Or,, where be became a ateamboatman and pres. of tho 0. S. N. Co., still 
there in 74^. Rucker (Dan, H. ), 1848, capt. of dragoons in Graham's bat- 
talion. V. 622, R, {R. A. }, 1848, at S.F, and Mont. Radacof, 1846. Rubb. 
naval lieut on the Baikal at 8.F. tiudd (John), 1848, came from Callao on 
the Ladt/ AdamA and took com. of the U.S. Dale^ v. 577. Endcnstein 
(John), 1846, asst surgeon on the U.S. Dolt, d. '69. Rudierkof, 1846, Russ- 
lient; prob. same as *Rudacof,' v. 576. 

Ruius (Ernest), 1844, nat. of Gorraany, about the manner of whose comins, 
perhapa earlier, nothing appears, iv, 453, He wa« naturalized in March *4l, 
appointed in July a lieut in Sutter's army, fighting for Micheltorena, and in 
Dec. got a grant of the Cazadores rancbo in Sac. Val. iv, 479, 485, 671, 680. 
lu '40, in partnership with Wm Benito, he leaaed the Rosb property from Sut- 
ter; and in '46 was grantee of the Rancho de German, north of Ross. it. 879; 
V. 669> He sold the rancho, or partnof it, to Glein andH3.gler vx '47, but 
seems still to have resided in Sonoma Co. as late as '79. Ruggtes (John), 
1847, Co. K, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); at Sac. in '82. 

Ruiz, mentioned in 1798. i. 670. R. (Agaton), wounded at the Olompali 
fight. V. 166-8. R. (Anselmo), at Los Ang. ^39-46, &%q 25 in '34. R. 
(OArlos), at Sta B. before '37, wife Maria Ant, Vetdugo, 4 children. R. 
(Catarina), widow of M. Nieto, grantee of Las Bolsas '34. Rh (Etigenio), 
settler&t Los Ang. 1790. i. 461. R. (Eustaqnio), killed at FauLua ^46. v. 
617. R. (Francisco), com. de policfaat S. Diego '36, regidor '37. iii. 616. 
R. (Francisco), at Los Ang, '39-48. R, (Francisco Maria)» nat. of L. CaL 
and sergt of the Sta B^ comp. from 1 795, alf^rez 1801, lieut 1805, and from 
1806 GOmandante at S. Diego, being promoted to capt. in '20 and retired 
from active service in '27- He received a grant of the Penafiquitos rancho, and 
died in '39 at the age of about 85. He never married. Biog. ii. 6, 39-41; mcnt. 
i. 636, 665; ii. 50, 85, 99-101, 109, H7, 191, 240, 245, 340-1, 345, 451, 457, 
546-8, 551-2, 571, 663; iii. 7-8, 612. R. (Fructuoao), settler at Los. Ang. 
1799; regidor 1802. ii. 110, 349. R. (Ger6nimo), zanjcro at Carpenterfa '48. 
V. 631. R. (Guadalupe), at S. Gabriel '46. R. (Hilario), soldier at Sta B- 
before '37. R. (Joaquin), grantee of Bolaa Chica, Los Aug., '41, being also 
claimant '52; at Los Ang, 13, '39, '46; age 47 in '39. ii. 350; iii. 639. R. 
(Jos4), invAHdo settlor at Los Ang. '15. ii. 349. R, (Jos^), wldier at Sta B. 
'32, wife Isabel Uribe. R. (Jos*), at StaB. '32, wife Maria Ign. Lugo, child- 
Dcogracia, Ger6nimo, Ealtaiar, Hilarion, and Gabriel; in 45 a ranchero. 
R. (JoaS Manuel), brother of Francia<» M., lieat in L, Cal.. appointed to Cal. 
in ^24 but did not come; he became gov. of L. Cal. iL 515, 540. R. (Joa€ 
Pedro), grantee of Calleguas rancho Sta B. '47, his heirs Gabriel et al. cl. iii. 
655. R, (Jofid Maria), settler at S. Josd 1791-1800. L 716. R. (Juan), set- 
tier at Los Ang. '12. ii. 350; at Sta K '50. R. (Juan Maria), mentioned 
in 1801. ii 17L K (Leon), 1842. Mex. sub-lieut of the batallon fijo '42-5. 
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iv, 289, B. (Manuel D.), Tnason-instmctor 1792-5, i. 615. E. (Manuel 
Qarcfa), made alf^rez 1789, but did not come to Cal. i. 310, R. (Mariano), 
at Lo3 Aug, '39, a^e 2.7. E. (Martin), settler at StA B. *32, wife Catalina 
Lizalde; atLtsAnj^. 46, R. (NicoliU), atStaB. '37, wife EncamacioTi Pico, 
and 5 children. K. (Santiago), ma son- instructor 1792-5. i. S15, 6S4-6. E, 
(Toribio), ditto, i. 615. Kuiz de La Mota, see 'Mota-' 

Rule (John II.), 1847, Scotch teacher at Mont,, from Callao on the QuipuA- 
cotma. EumviUe (Geo. W.)t 1S39, at Mont-, aa per Larkin's books. Knm- 
eckstlel (Richard), 1847, Co, C, N,Y,VoL {v. 499); hospital steward at Sac.; 
at Vallejo 71-4? drowned at Stockton '74, Runyan (Levi), 1847, Co- JD, 
Morm- Bat. (v, 469). Eupe (Henry), 1847, Co. F, 3d U.S. artiU. (v- 618); 
Buppoaed tobeliviDgia*64. Euscbenberger ( W. S.W.), 1836, Hui^eon on tha 
U.S. Peacock, and author of a Narrative of the voyage, iv. 140-2; iii. 680. 
Rush (Msdisou), 1847, acting lieuton the U-S. Colwrnhu^. 

EoBs (Adolph Gnstavj, 1847, Bon of J". C. C, bom in Germany ^26; of Co. 
C, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499}; owner of a 8.P. lot; in tbo mines '48. Ho Bettled in 
S.F., where he still lived in *82, having been a member of the legislature in 
'67. His Biography unA Remembrances in my cob of MftS- are brief eketehes of 
the family and of S.F, a^airs in early times. He married Frances Simon in 
'51, and had 5 children surviving in 79. E. (August), 1847, brother of A, G., 
b. N.Y., drummer of Co. F, KY.VoL; still livmg in S.F. '82, R. (Chaa 
Christian Ed.), 1847, brother of A. G., b. in Germany '28; fifer of N,Y.Vol.; 
ownerof aS.F. lot. v. 676, After his diach. at Sta B. hewent to the mines in 
'48, making many later mining tours down to that of Frazer Eiver in '58. 
The intervals were filled in with business enterprises at S,F. He married 
in '52, and waa the father of 7 children. Still arich and prominent citizen of 
S.F. in'82; hfe and portrait in ConCemp. Blog. ' R, (Henry B.), 1847, brother 
of A. G., who came, as a boy, with the family; in later years supervisorof S.F. , 
whore he still lives in '85. E. (Jacob), 1846, overl, immig. of Young's party. 
V. 62fi. R. (J, C. Christian), 1847, German of Co. C, jT.V.Vol. (t. 499). He 
had made a fortune as a jeweller in N.Y., and lost it by burglarly one night 
when be closed his shop and went to sea a procession in honor of G^n. Jack- 
son. He enlisted with 3 sons, and was accomp. by his wife and other children. 
Openings jeweller's shop at S.F,, he obtained, as did his Bona, building lots, 
V. 670, and rapidly regained his fortuno during tha Hush times. He became 
the owner of much real estate, hesidea the original lot on which bo bnilt the 
hotel still owned by the family and called the Kusa House. His house on this 
lot was in ^47-8 the Houthem limit of aottlcment, bein^ separated from the 
town by a sand hill. He also built a residence on Harrison St in the far-off 
wilderness, and the Enss Garden near by was from '57 a popular place of 
suburban resort. Ho died in '57, and his widow, Christina, in *80* The sons are 
named in this Begisier; a daughter, Mrs Mebius, died in Dresden '85. 

Russell, 1846, mr of the Sarah Parker, v. 580. E. (Chaa), 1846, of the 
Mormon colony, but prob. did not come to Cal. v, 547- R. (Eageno), 1845, 
one of Fremont's men, and of the Sta B. garrison '46. iv. 583; v. 316; later 
in Co, A, Cal, Bat. (v. 358). Ho applied for land in the S. Jos^ district '46. 
R. (Gko. W.), 1847, saUor on the Independence; applied to Larkin for a clerk- 
ship. R, (Henry or Wm), 1847, carpenter and builder at Benicia, ft partner 
of Bryant and of Briggs. v, 672. R. (John), 1845, sailor (m the Benj. Mor- 
gan. E. (J.), 1848, parap. from Hon. R. (Robert E.), 1846, of Cal, Bat. 
(v. 358); Cal. claim |46 (v. 462); witness at Wash. '48; at S. Joa^ '50, Per- 
haps same as Engene. R. (Thomas), 1835, Amor, sailor picked up by the Pt^ 
j^rtni at Sta B, and landed at S. Diego in *35. iil. 412. He became a permanent 
resident of S. D., and is named by Dana in his 3Vo Years. In '36, with one 
Weldon, be made an exped. in search of buried treasure at the Colorado River 
missions, tho affair causing more excitement than increase of wealth, iii. 613. 
The same year he was in trouble throTigh sending ft challenge to Lumsden for 
a duel. iii. 618. In '40 he worked as a carpenter, being married to a native, 
37 years old, and a naturalized citizen. Next heard of io '47, when he was in 
trouble for refusing obedience to the alcalde, or perhaps for an attempt to 
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commit murder, v. C18; and in *48 ment. by Baffom in the minea at Weber 
Cr^k. A man of the same iiajne wstB cL for land in Sta Cruz Ck)> ^52. K. 
(Wm), 1845, Amer. at Moot. ; perhapstheownerof aS.F. lot '47; or one named 
in Napa Val, '47-^; or aa present at Dr Semple'ia marriage at Benicia*47. v, 
672; or aomo of tbeao may bo the following. IL (Wm), 1847, Co. G, N.Y, 
Vol. (v. 499). 

Kussoll [Wm H), 1846, nat, of Kj who had been somewhat pix^minent in 
local politics, memb. of tbo legislatore, U.S. marshal, etc. ; also eerving in the 
Florida war. He camo to Cal. o^'erlaJid with Bryant and Jacoba. v, 526; made 
a. flowery oration at the S.F. reception of Com. Stockton in Oct. v, 2fl5-6; 
served as ordnance officer witti rant of major in the Oal. Bat v, ItW, 399; 
and was one of the commiaaioners to make the treaty of Cahoenga, v. 404-^, 
being somewhat active in the Fr^mont-Keamy controversy, and sec of state 
at Lo3 Ang. during Fremont's rule as gov. v. 422-4, 432-3. In March *47 he 
was sent east with despatches, his chief mission being to secure F.'s appoint- 
ment as gov. V- 445, 454; and he was one of F.'s principal witneasea at the 
court-martial, v, 420, 423, 456. He came back to Cal. in *49, and practised 
law at S. Josd, Sac, Eind S.F. to *54 or later; about '61-2 was U.S. eonanl at 
Trinidad de Cuba, hutreaigned and returned toKy>wherehedied. Adaughter 
married a grandson of Henry Clay. A second wife was married about '62. 
KusselL was a boastful man of many nords^ and a hard drinker, but honorable, 
iutelligcnt^ and popular, with much ability. U. (Wm W.), 1847, lieut of 
marines on the U^S> Independence. Kussum (Thos], 1646, Kngi. mr of the 
Eaphemia and Mary Ann ^46-7. v, o78-0; heard of in England in later years, 
Ruth (John), 1847, Co. 0, N-Y, Vol. (v. 499). Ratledge (John), 1847, acting 
lieut on the U.S. JSne, Eutter (Henry), 1841, employed on Leese'a launch 
at S.F- R. (John), 1829, inr of the Planet, iii. 148. 

Kyan (Edward), 1847, Co. B, N.Y.VoI. (v. 499); d. S.P. m R. (Geo. 
F.), 1843, Irishman who got a pass in Dec. R. (Geo. P.)t 1847, went to Hon. 
on the Gen, Kearny; R. (f, H. W,), t847, Co. A, N.Y.Vol (v. 499). R. 
(Q.), 1347, blacksmith at Mont. R, (Wm), 1845, eaikoaker on the U.S. 
Savannah. R. (Wm Redmond), 1847, Co.D, K-Y.Vol. (v, 499). Heretumed 
cast byPanami, and vrotehi^ Persomd Adventures in Upper and LowtrCai,^ 
1848-9, published in London '50. Died at N. Orleans ^52. Ryder (Geo. WO, 
1847, arr. Oct., according to Soe. Cal. Pion. roll; died S.F, '68, ago 49, 

Saavedra (Ramon A.), 1790, Span. com. of transport and exploring vessels 
on the coast 1790-7, i. 606, 323-4,542, 706, 728; ii. 184. See also ifia/. iV. W. 
Coaat^ through Inde^. Sabici (Matiaa), 1834, Ital. sailor who came from 
Mex. with the H. & P. colony, and settled at Mont, after working for a while 
at the Palo Colorado as a sawyer, iii. 412. He is mentioned at Los Ang. in 
*47, and seems to have married a daughter of Wm Wolfskiil. Sabaa, (Jdsi^), 
at IjOs Ang. *48, Saenz (Ignacio), Mcx. convict of 1701. i, 606, S. (Juan), 
soldier of the S.F. comp, '19-30, S. (Luis), ditto *42. i^. (Macario), of S.F. 
militia '37» S. (Manuol}, soldier of S.F. comp. '32-3; militia '37; at Sonoma 
'44, ago 30. S, (Pablo Pedro), of S.F, militia *37, exiled in '39. iii. 580; per^ 
haps Pablo and Pedro. S,, see also ^Sais,' 'Saez.' S. de Lucio, see *Ludo.* 
Saez (Jos^, Jnato, and Miguel), settlera at S. Jos6 1797. i. 717. S. (Na- 
aario), settler at S. Jos^ 786. i. 477; wife Micacla Sotelo, child, in '93, Miguel, 
Juan, Benedicta, aud Felipa. Sagarra (Eduardo), Peruvian shot for stealing 
at Mont, '31. iii, 191, 66J), 673, 679. S. (Mateo), 1818, of Bouchard's in- 
surgents, captured at Mont. ii. 232. Sahr (Albert), 1847, owner of S.F. lot. 

Sainsevain (Pierre), 1839, French carpenter, age 20, who arrived at Sta 
B. on the Ayac^icho, iv. 117, 110. His passport was dated Bordeaux, Nov. 
'38. He wafl a nephew of Louis Vignea, whom he joined for a time in the 
manufacture of wine at Los Angelea. In '43 he was grantee of the Caliadadcl 
Rinoon rancho, iv. 655, and from '44owned asaw-mul at Sta Cruz^ being from 
'40 in partnership with Roussillon, building a schooner in '46, v, 641, and 
also from '46 having a flour-mill at S. Jos6, which gave rise to some local 
troubles, iv. 68o; v. 660. Ho went to the mines in '48, Sainsevain Bar being 
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named for him; and in ^49 was a member of the conatit. coirvention. In later 
jears he became one of the mofit promment vuieyardistB and wine-inakera id 
the Btate, Eta wife, married in ^45, waa a daughter of Antonio Suflol. St 
Clair (Troaett), 1843 (?), trapper who prob, camo f rom N, Mes. about this 
j'ear, iv, 400j ment. by Sehallenberger and in the N, Uelv. Diary *44-5; atill 
lixing in Sta Cniz Co. aa late as ^79- St Germain (Baptiste), ]S31, Fr. from 
N. Me^.; prob. with WoHskill. HI 387. St John {AugurtuB A,), 1847, Co. 
B, N.Y.VoI. {V. 499). St J. (Henry), 1S43 (TJ. Engl, eailor, and later sugar- 
planter in the Sandw. lal., aaid to have come to Cal. thia year. iv. 400. H6 
waa later a miner and cattle-dealer, who attempted anicide at S,F, *83. St 
J. (J.), 1848, passport from Hon. StJ. (Stephen M.), 1847, Co. E, Morm. 
Bat (V. 469), St Quintin (Joseph), 1847, Co. C, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499). Saia 
(Domingo), eoldier of the S,F. comp. ^6-33; of S.F, militia '37; grantee of 
Canada deHerrera, Marin, *39. iii, 711, He had been elector and regidor of 
S.F. '37^. Hi. 705: and hia age waa '39 in '44. His name is written bJbq 
*Saenz' and *Saez,' which are perhaps more correct forms; at least, it is im- 
poasible to dUtinguish between them in Cal. S. (Miguel), settled at Los 
Ang, 1S06, ii. 350. Saizar da Vitoria. see *Vitoria,' Sajat (Lewia T.), 
1847, owner of S»F. lota, 

Sal (Hermenegildo), 1776, Span, soldier who came with Anza; guarda^ 
almacen at S.F. "7&-82; alf^rcz '82; licnt '95, Ho served at Mont. 1782-1800 
^except ^1—4 at S-F-)^ mnch of the time as habilitado and comandante. In 
J 800, being retired as capt., he died at Mont. Though a quick-tempered man, 
he was a faithful offieer, atrict disci plinanan, and excellent accountant, Biog. 
and fanu i. 678-80; ment l 297, 335, 396-7, 441, 463, 467-8, 490, 493-6, 601,' 
509-11, 614, 616-18, 626, 637, 547, 651-2, 669, 672-3, 588-94, 634, 680, 693- 
707, 718; ii. 143, 191; iii. 11. Salamanca (Secundino), 1791, Span, lieut in 
Malaspina*H exped. i. 490. Salazar, 1796, com, of the Concepcion and 
Aciivo '96-7. i. 640, 544. S. (Alouso I&idro), 1791, Span, friar, who waa ft' 
founder of Sta Cruz, where he aerved until hia retirement in '9£i, writing in 
MeK. an important report on the Condidon Actual de Cal. Biog. i, 497-9; ment. 
i. 494, 566, 576, 579-80, 603-4, 618, 626, 66L S. (Antonio), at Loa Ang. 
*46; juea de campo '48, v, 626, S. (Canuto), fifer of the S.F. comp. '39-42; 
in '54-5 at S-F., age 28; witneBB m tha Santillan case. S. (Dionisio), at 
Branciforte '45, ace 28, wife Perfccta Castro, child. Encamacion b, '40, and 
Juan '41. S. (Fulgencio), aoldier of the S.F. comp. '38-42. S. (Ignacio 
and J^us), at S. Bern, '46, S. (Isidro), teamatcr at Mont. '47. S. (Jorge), 
soldier at Mont. ^36, age 25. S. (Joai), convict settler 1798. i. 606. S. 
(Jofl4), Boldierof S.F, comp. '38-43, iv. 667; Cal. claim (v. 462). S. (Joa^ 
Antonio), N. Mexican trader and aettler from *39. iv. 81, 278, 387; in '46 
enpl. iuez at S. Feliciauo rancbo. v. 625; in *47 alcalde at Loa Ang. v. 626; 
still there in '48. 8. (Joad Maria), regidor at Branciforte *34. iii, 696, 5S8; 
in '45 on the padron as a nat of Cal., age 60, wifo Hermenegilda Eios, 
child, iBidro b. '16, Jorge '19, Juan '25, Maria Refugio '30, Refugio '33. S. 
<Juaii), com. of the guard at S. Fern. '23. ii. 670; in '27-30 acting hahilitado 
at Sta B. and S. Diego, Ji. 643, 572; iii. 1 14. In '31-4 be waa promoted from 
scrgt to alf^rez, and waa onco a prisoner during the sectional ware in '37. He 
was acting com. of S. Diego, and ia ment, as late as '46. iii. 482, 603-4, 641, 
608-10; iv. 617; v. 566. S, (Miguel), soldier at S.Josd mission 1797. i. 556. 
S. (Eamon), at Loa Ang. ^46. 

Sales (Alex.), 1833, Amer. hunter from N. Mex,, at Los Ang. '36, age 29. 
Prob. Cyrua *Alcxander,'q,v.;alBoment in the campaign of '45. iv.496. S. 
(Francisco), grantee of land at S. Gabriel '45. iv. 637. Salgado (Auguatin), 
at Loa Ang. '46. S. (Francisco), ditto; in S. Luis Ob. 50-8. S. (Tomis), 
juez aux. Mont, dist '44. iv. 653. Salines, 1842, Frenchn^an in Sutter's em- 
ploy, iv. 341; prob, the Salinas named in JV. Hdv. Diary '45-8. Sallalla 
(Faustino), soldier at the Colorado Riv. pueblos 1780-1, killed by Ind. i. 359, 
362. Salleman, 1847, doubtful namo of a Frenchman at S, Joa^. Sallee, 
1846, of West's overl. party, killed on the Humboldt, v. 628. Salmon 
<Alejo), eolegial at Sta In^^a '44. iv. 426. S. (James), 1846, Delaware lad- 
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in the fight at Natividad. v. S67; at Sutter's fort *47, Salvador, Cal. Ind, 
Bent by Sutter to reJicf of tho Donner party '46. He refuaed to eat humao 
fleah, but was himself shot ajid eaten, v. 531'-2» 634, 537, Sa]y, 1845, at 
StaB. Samlyn {Henry), 1847, Co. F. Cah Bat, (v. 358), Saniop (Jaime), 
led. alcalde at S, Diego 1799. i, 655- Sara Tetoy, Ind. chief, later called 
'Solano,* q.¥, ii. 329. Sampson (Z.), 1848, paeap. from Hon. 

Sanchez (Antonio), soldier at Sta B. before '37. S. (Estdvan), soldier at 
Sta B. '32, wile Romana Lopez, S, (Francisco), son of Joa^ Ant.; floidkr of 
the S.P. comp. '24-5; in '27-8 elector and sec, at S.P, and S. Jos^. ii, 592, 
605; in '35 ace. iii. 704; in *37 sec, capt, of the militia, elector^ and grantee 
of town lote. iii. 506, 511, 701, 705; v. 683; in '38-9 acting-corn, at S.F. and 
grantee of S. Pedro rancho, S. Mateo co. iii. 563, 701, 713. He served as juez 
de paz in '43. iv. 665; in '42 ia named on the padron as a nat. of 8- J036, 
age 35, wife Teodora Hignera, child. Luiaa b. '34, Luis '36, Dolores '38, and 
Pedro; in '44 capt. of defenaores, iv. 407, 4^i ^67; in '45 capt. of the post, 
and grant«6 of town lot. iv. 666, 669; v. 678, la '46waa acting uom. at S.F., 
though absent at the capture by the U.S. v. 4, 17, 61, 23&-41, 659; and iu 
'4^7i provoked by the depredations of the Americans, he headed a kind of 
revolt, with a view to obtain guaranties, taking captive Alcaldo Bartlett and 
his guard, who were making a plundering tour. v. 379-83. Don Francisco 
Btill lived at S.F. mission in '55. Ho ia remembered as a hospitable man, 
though somewhat hostile to Amer., and always regarded by them with sus- 
|Hcion. 

Sanchez (Francisco de Jesus), 1842 (?), Mex. friar of the Zacatecanos, who 
was apparently left behind in L. Cal. when the Others came in '33- iii^ 319, 
He was minister at S. Buenaventura '42-3 atd '52-3; at Sta In^ '44-50, be- 
ing vice-rector of the aeminary,. iv. 425-6, 044r-5; v. 635. Ho is named occa- 
sionally at S. Gabriel and Sta B. to '58, but I have found no later record of 
him. S. (Francisco Mignol), 1774, Span, friar who served at S. Gabriel, and 
temporarily at other mi^ons, till hia death in LS03. Bio^. ii. 1 13-14; ment. 
L 299, 3&8, 451, 459, 495-6, 511, 576, 664, 719. S. (GilJ, regidor at Mont. 
*36, tithe col. at Brancifort© *39, grantee of Arroyo de la Laguna '40, killed 
KobleS '42, agento de pel. '45. iii. 675, 676, 607; iv. 653, 663, S. (Hilario), 
grantee of Tamalpaia 45. iv. 674. S, (laidro), son of Jos^ Ant, of S. F> 
militia '37, age 23 in '42, wife Teodora Alviso, child. Dolores b. '37* Isabel 
'40, and NarciBa'4]; involvedintheasBault onCapt.Libby '45. S. (Jacobo), 
in revolt atLoaAng. '45. iv. 638-9. S. (Joaquin), sirviente at Sta Clara 
1776- i 306, S. (Joaquin), 1801, sergt sent from Mex. to superintend culti- 
vation of hemp. i. 620-1; ii. 178, ISI. S. (Joaquin), soldier of the S. F, 
comp- *23. S- (J(^), 1791, piloto ia Malaspina's exped. i, 490, 

Sanchez (Jos€ Antonio), nat. of Sinaloa, soldier of the S. F. comp. from 
1791, Corp. from 1805, scrgt from 1806, brevet alf-Srez from '20, and alf^rea 
from '27, or, aa some records indicate, from *32. He was for some years corp. 
of the Sta Cruz escolta. i. 496, 526, ^5; was later engaged in over 20 Ind. 
campaigns and exploring expcd., especially in '17-26, being famous for hia 
akilfand courage as an Ind. fighter, ii. 91-2, 120, 232, 322, 320, 335, 339, 371, 
446,497-9,538,584; iii. 111-12, 123. Iu '27-35 he waa the grantee of Buri- 
buri rancho, S.F. ii, 591-5, 664; iii. 711; in *29-33 com. at S.F., though in- 
volved in the revolt of '29. iii_ 75, 06, 223-4, 333, 365, 701; but in '32-4 ap- 
parently attached nominally to the Mont, comp. iii. 671- In '36 he was retired 
irom active service, living on his rancho or at the mission; ia named on the 
padron of '42 as 67 years of age; and died in *43, being denied the comforts of 
religion on his death-bed, and for a time Christian burial, through somo 
quarrel with the friars, to whom he waa always hostile, iv. 373. He waa a 
good man, of known honesty and valor, but very ignorant and nnfit for ^o- 
motion. His sons were Jos^ de la Cruz, Francisco, Manuel, and Isidro. Bis 
daughters married Fran, de Haro, two Valencias, and John Head. 3. [Joed 
Ant.), settler at S.Jos^ 1791-1800. i. 716. 

Sanchez (Joa€ Bernardo), 1804, Span, friar who served chiefly at S, l>iegr> 
and S. Gabriel till hia death in '33. A very prominent mlsaionary and presi- 
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dentoftheFernandinoein '27-30. Eiog. iii. 641-2; mont. ii. 47,99, 106-7, 110, 
15^, 344, 369, 394, 442, 487i 661), 564, 567, 569, 580, 655, 657; iii. 67, 91-2, 94, 
96. 102, 108, 142-4, 155, 309-10, 315-16, 337-8, 347, 351. S, (Job6 de la 
Cruz), son of JosiAot., elector at S.F. '35, regidor "36-7. iii- 704-5; grantee 
of S. Mateo v&ncho '36-41, and admin, of S. ¥. missioa *36^0. iii. 713, 715; 
named iu the padron of '42 ae 40 years oldj wife Maria Joeefa Merido (?), 
child. Soledad b, '23, Concepcion '30, Josd Maria '34, Eicardo '37, and Fran- 
cisco. He waa Bupl. juez de paz '43, eergt of dcfenscircs^44, 2d alcalde '45, and 
2d jucz do paz in '46, iv. 665, 666-7; v. 648, He continued to live attiio 
minion till hia death ia '78, S. (Jo&6 Joaquin), at LoaAng. '25, ii. 559. 
3. (Jos4 Maria), 1824, Mef . who in '35 -was grantee of Llano do Tequesqnite 
rancho. iii> 677; age 30 in '36; joea at S. Juan B, '37. iii. 69"2; hia rancho 
■acked by Ind- '38. iii. 693; ir, 75; CaL daim '46-7 (v. 462); alcalde at S. 
Jnan B. *47-8, v, 640- He was cl. for Laa Animas, Sta Clara, '52 

Sanchez (Juan), sirviente at 8.F. 1777. ir 297, S. (Juan), grantee of Sta 
Clara rancho, Sta B. , '37. iii. 656; wife In^s Guevara and 4 children before 
'37: atillinStaB. Co. '04, S. (Juana Maria L,), 2d baptism at S.F. 1776, I 
201- 8. (Macario), at S. Joafi ISOO. 8, (Manuel), prob. son of Jos^ Ant., 
electoratS,F.'35aad petitioner forCafiajladeGuadaluperancho. iii, 704, 711; 
sJf. of militia '37. iii. 701 ; in '42 age 30, wife Franciaca Solia, child. Manuel 
b. '31, HoBario '37, Dolores '38, Juan Francisco '41, S. (Maria Josefa), Gal. 
claim for R030 (v. 462). S. (Miguel), 1829, Mex. convict liberated in '33. 
S, (Rafael), Ind. executed at Mont, '4fl, iv. 654. S. (Rafael), 1842, Mex. 
BTib-lieut of the batallon 6jo '42-5, acting also as Micheltorena'a aec. Ho 
remained in Cal. aa cuatom-uouae office: in '45: is mentioned in the annals oC 
'46, serving on the lat jnry and getting a grant of S. Lorenzo rancbo. iv, 289v 
513, 657; v, 35, 41, 45, 61, 289, 637. S. (Ramon), 1826, Mes. aup, of the 
Sta Apoloniat and mr of the Jllagdalena, 27-8. iiL 147-8, 3. (Ramona or 
Komanaj, grantee of Butane, Sta Cms. '44, ii, 591. S. [Teodoro), juez de. 
campo at X-aguna Seca '35. iii. 674 

Sanchez iTomdfl), at Loa Coyotea raiwjho, Loa Ang,, "39, age37; collector of 
taxes at Loa Ang. '43. iv, 633. After '49 he waa aomewbat prominent aiS 
sheriff; still living in '77. S. (Tomito), at S, Pascual '46. v. 352; perhapa 
sauie aa Tom^. S. (Urbano), owner of the Sta Apoionia '26. iii. 148, 682; 
prob, not in Cal, S. (Vicente), settler at Loa Ang. '14^19. ii, 349, 354; 
arrested and aent to Sta B, in irons '22. ii. 559; elector and prob, alcalde 
'26-7. ii. 560; iii, 33; member of the dip. '28. iii. 41-2. In '29-32 he aa dipu- 
tado, alcalde, and citizen waa involved in a complicated seriea of troobles, 
being deposed and impriaoued, and in turn imprisoning others. The details 
cannot bo presented, even if anybody ever understood them. He waa a 
vicious, gambling, quarrelsome fellow, though of some intelligence and 
wealth; and pohtical quarrels between Echeandia and Victoria had something 
to do with hia troubles, about which auita were pending aa lato aa '44. ii. 561 ; 
iii. 187-8, 195-6, 200, 205, 212, 230, 630, 634, In '36-9 he had something to 
do vdtb tho vigilance com,, and wlUt the sectional quarrel on both sides, iii. 
417, 432, 491, 504, 565, 636, In '42-4 hia name appears, being the erantee of 
Ci^nega or Paao de la Xijera, and also coinis. de zanjaa. iv. 295, 629, 633-^; 
and in '45 be was again alcalde, not free from popular complaints, iv, 497, 
523, 633. I have no later record of him. Sancho (Juan Bautista), 1804, 
Span, friar who served at S, Antonio till hia death in '30, Biog, ii. 621 ; ment. 
ii. 152, 385, 388, 655, 

Sandeau, 1346, a mountaineer with Seamy from K. Mex. Lancty, San- 
dels (G. M, W.), 1842, Swedish scientistwho came from Mex. on the scbr CoZt- 
/oTTtia^ and went to Hon, on. the Diaftiond in '43. Ho wrote an account of 
hia ohaervations under the name of 'King's Orphan.' iv. 345-6, 363, 565, 640, 
650, 665. Sanders (Allen), 1845, Amer, blacksmith from Or. in the McMahon 
party, working for Sutter Jul.-Dec. In the apringof '46 he viaitedKapaand 
Sonoma, married Miss Bonney, and in March went with the Eonneys to Or., 
where he is said to have boon living in '80. iv. 672; v, 526, S. (Horace), 
1845, overl. immig. of the Grigsby-Ide party, iv, 579, 587. He waa perhaps a 
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Bear Elag man. v. 110; and served ae sergt Co. E, CaL Bat, v. 361; baviog a 
Cal. clairaof S20(v. 462j. Thos Knight statea that in 7t>-l,S.waelivmgnear 
Caraou, Nev, S. (Riubard T.), 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat [w 469). Sander- 
son (Geo. BOt 1S47, asat Burg. U.S.A., SLtrg. of the Morm. Bat, and an object 
of tbe moet Joteuee dialike on tlie pait of the MormonSi He went east with 
Gen, Keamy. v. 446, 452» 477, 480-2. aandovalfJoaefa), iTfil, wifoof Gov. 
Romeu. i. 488, 490. S. {Lnciano), 1842, cornet of the batallon fijo *42-5. Iv. 
289. S. (Pinfilo), 1828, Mex. convict liberated '34. 

, San Eati^van (Antonio), 1831, chief cf a N, Mex. caravan, iii, 3M. Sanda 
(J, K.), 1847, nir of the BtJ'j. Tucker. Sanford, 1843, at Stitter'a fort '46, 
and perhaps an over!, immig. of the Chiles party, iv. 393, 578. S. (Sam.), 
1847, Co. D, N. Y.Vol. (v. 499). Sanger (John), 1844, mr of the Neioton; d. 
at Sr Diego, iv. 567; perhaps 'Sawyer.' Sangrador (Miguel), tanner-in- 
fitnictor 1792-5, i. 615, 72& 

Santa Ana, soldier at Sta E. '24, ii. 532, Santa Crua (Jos^ Antonio), 
com, de-polida at Mont. '33, '36, juez dc campo '35. iii. 673-5; age 43 in '36, 
nat of Mex., wife Gertrudis ViltaviceDcio» child Juan Joe^. Santa Marfa, 
1815, teacher who came with Gov. Sola. ii. 426. Sta M., Ind. sirv. at S. 
Luia Ob., shot by Fr^mout, v. 374. Sta M. (Jos^ Maria), clerk of tbe court 
at Mont '42; owner of S.F. lot '46. v- 684. Sta M. (Vicente), 1776, Span, 
friar who served chiefly at S, Buen., where he died in 1806, Biog. ii. 121-2; 
ment. i. 240-1, 246, 287, 300, 302, 376, 382, 385, 388, 399, 466, 522, 553, 676, 
674; ii, 159-60, 490. Santiago (Juan load Norberto), 1786, Span, friar, wLo 
served &t S. Juan Cap. and retired in 1 810. Biog. ii. 1 10; meni i. 388, 423^ 
458-9, 474, 563, 576, 657; ii. 114, 159-60, 197. Santillan (Jos6 Prudencio), 
1S41, Mex. novice of Ind. parentage who came with the bii&hop and soon be- 
came a priest, iv. 195, He was parish priest at S-F, mission in 46-50, though 
much of the time absent; and went to Mex. la '50. Hia chief and onlj' fame 
rests on his claim of '50 to the misBsion lands under a grant of Gov. Pico in 

'46, a grant which aJt^r el long and famous litigation, tboach approved by the 

land com. and district court, waa flnaJly declared invaUd by the U.S, sup. 
court, being doubtleaa fraudulently antedated, v. 558, 659-60. Santilkji bo- 
cama aast curate at Mazatlan before '56, and my last record of him is that in 
'59 he was arrested for refusal to celebrate the return of x>eaceatthe order of 
Gov. Pesqueira; yet in 78 the holders of the land claims professed to be able 
to produce him as a witness. Santos, slrv. at Soledad 1701-1800. i. 499. 
S., neoph, grantee of Rincoa del Alisal, Sta Clara, '44, iv, 672. S, (Guada- 
lupe), at Mont. '36» age 26. 

Sargent (ConBtantine), 1846, purser's clerk on the U.S. Congress, committed 
swicide at Mont. Dec. S. (Henry S.), 1848, nat. of Conn. rocenUyfromOr.; 
d. at S.F. Oct. S. {James K.), 1847, Co. F, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499), Sarmiento 
(Jos^ M.), 1842, Mex. lieut of the batallon fijo; died on the voy. to Cal, iv, 
289. Sarrfa (Vicente Francisco) , 1809, Span, friar whose miaaionary service 
was at S. Cirlos and Solcdad until his death in '35. He was prefect in '13-19, 
'23-30, and preaident '23-5; one of the ableat» best, and most prominent of 
the Femandinoa. Kiog. iii.. 688-9; ment, i. list of auth.; ii, 88, 148, 159-60, 
217-18, 240, 327-30, 364, 383, 386, 394, 39G-409, 45L-3, 461, 491, 501-5, 512- 
13,517-18. 621, 525-6,535, 622-3, 655,657,650,662; iii. 7, 16-19,87,89-91, 
128, 101, 336, 338, 350-1. Satt« (Juan Job6), 1827,Moorishservantfrom S. 
Bias on an Engl, ship; at S. JosS '29, age 42. 

Sauerweid (Alex. A.), 1848, Russian, in S. Joaq. Co. '78. Saundera 
(John), 1838, Amer. orlriahsaUor at Mont. andStaCruz ';i8, '43; at S.F. '44, 
age 30. iv. 119. He went to aea again in '47-8, but rotutned in '52-3, Boon 
shipping again. S. (Theodore R.), 1847, Co. A, W, Y, Vol, (v. 499); in N.Y. 
city '82. S. (Wm L. ), 1833, trapper named in Mont. lUta of '34. In '34 he 
wntea Capt. Joa. Walker a severe letter denying any indebtedness and claim- 
ing to hold a receipt from Bonneville. He may therefore have come in '33 
with Walker (iii. 389), or in '32 with Dye, who mentions a Saunders in his 
par^. 

Savage (Chaa), 1845, at Sutter's fort, iv, 578; went to Or. '46. v. 526; and 
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M'aa at JackaonviUe 'SI. S. (Eliza), 1846, of the Mormon colony- t. 545; in 
Utah *84, S. (Jamtfi D.), IS46, overL immig. whoecrved in Co, F, CaL Bat. 
V. 374 (358); named in the if, Belv, Diary, 47-8. He had been a tiupper and 
mountaineer, having great inEuence antung the Ind,, by whose aid he is fiald 
to have acquired inuchvealth in the gold mines. In '43-9 he had trading 
posts on the MaripoBa and Fresno; and in later times rendered great service 
to govt and to settlers as interpreter, CDminiaaioner, and major in com. of a 
volunteer battalion- He was probably the discoverer of the Yoseniite Valley. 
In *52 he waa killed at the Kings River reservation in a quarrel with Maj. 
Harvey, the county judge. An ignorant man of much natural shrewdness, he 
made many warm friends and hitter foefi, It is related of him that he made it a 
point to marry achief^B daughter in every tribe; exchanged hardware and 
whiskey by weight, ounce for ounce, with the Ind,, for gold-dustj and bet his 
weight in gold on the turn of a card in a S.F. gambling-house. S, (Levi), 
1847, Co. D, Morm. Bat. (v, 469); at Lorqueville, Utah,^82, 

^awis (Nathaniel}^ 18J6, doubtful name of a deserter from the Albatross. 
iL 275. Sawyer (John), 1844, mr of the Newtm; d, at S, Diego *4S. iv, 453, 
567. S. (Joseph), 1828, Scotchman at S. Diego *28-9. Saxton (Chafl), 1847, 
Co. G, N.Y. VoL (V. 499), Schaffer (J. E.J, 1S4S, nat. of Va; at Hon. from 
S,F» on the Tepic; dfst attorney of S, Joaq. (jo. ; d. in '76, perhaps in Idaho, 

Sehallenbei^er (Moses), 1644, nat> of Ohio, and overl- immig. bs a hoy in 
the Stevens party. His remarkable adveiitnres at Donncr Lake, where he wae 
left by the party and passed the winter alone, are noted in iv, 445-7, 453-4, 
as related in his MS., Overland in *44- H^ appears in various records of *46-8 
as clerk and trader at Sutter^s fort, S. Jos4^, Mont., end Sta Cruz; but finally 
settled at S. Joflri, where he acquired considerable property, and was still liv- 
ing in *85. I have been unable to obtain information abont his career«in late 
years or hie family. His sister was the wife of Dr Townaend of the Stevens 
party, and his daughter Maggie in '84-5 was a teacher, who from her father's 
notes wrote the MS. narrative of the overland trip. Sebenek (James F.}, 
1S46, lieut on the U.S. Congress, serving in Stockton's Eat. '46-7; nat. of 
OhiD;rear-admiral'79.v, 268, 281. S, (WoodhullS.), 1845, lieut on the U.S. 
Portsmouth. Schiller (Ed.), 1847, Co. A, N.Y, Vol. (v, 499); d. Teias '81. 
Schimer (Earnest), 1847» Co. (1, ditto. Schlottmir (Karl), 1847, Co. F, ditto; 
baker at S.F. '43. v. 6S3; at Rough -and -Ready '82. 

Schmidt (Geo. W,)t 1848, German who died at S. Diego '73; an early 
steamboat man. 8. (Jacob), 1S47, cooper at N. Helv. y. (Karl), 1821, 
Euasian manager at Ross, succeeding Kuskof '21-6. ii. 464-5, 506-7, 642, 
648. iii. 146. Sohmolder (B.), 1840 (?), author of the A^cacr Wegweiser, v/ho 
styles himself in Juno '47 aa Capt. ^fromCal/ He songht to organize a Gorman 
colony. Schneider (Johann), 1846, Co. B, Cal. Bat. (v. 358). Schoa (Juan), 
at Loa Ang. '46. Schooleraft (Henry A.), 1847, sergt Co. H, N.Y. Vol. v. 
&()4; Satter'3 agent, recorder, and alcalde at Sac. ^48~9. He went east, and 
while returning with an appointment as collector of Sac, died at sea near 
Acapnlco '53, Schoonraaker {Jacob J,), 1847, Co. A, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); 
at Vineland, N.J., "82. S. (Milton C), 1S47, ditto; d. at Stockton '50. 
Sdii<a4or (Geo.J, 1847, Co. D, ditto; d. Napa Co. '82. Schreiber (Chas), 

1846, Cal. Bat. v, 358; one of the Sta B. garrison, Sehroeder (Martin), 

1847, Engl, mr of a vessel, married at Mazatlan, who brought his family in 
'49 via lion.; d, at S. Josfi '81, leaving 5 children. Schroth (Chaa), 1848, 
on roll of the Soc. Cal. Pion.; living in S.P. '81. 

Scbnbnrt (Peter), 1842, Dane naturalized in Feb.; also called 'Serbia.* iv. 
341. Scbulta (Ernest), 1847, owner of S.P. lot. Scholtze(Fred-), 1847, Co. 
F, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499). Schak, 1848, cooper at Sutter^s fort, Schumacher 
(John), 1847, Co. G, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); at Los Ang. '82. Schwartz (John 
L.), J841, Dutch inunig. of the Bartleson party. 270, 275. 279. In '44-5 he 
obtaineda^ant of NnevaFIaodriaon thoSac. Riv., iv. 672, where he estab- 
lished a hahing station and built a boat. Ke and his place are described by 
Bryant tn '46 and Buffum in '48; also mentioned in iV. flflv. Diai-y, '45-7. 
He died in *51 or '52, and his brother George was unsuccessful el. for the 
rancho in '53. Schweitzer tPMlip), 1847, Co. P, 3d U.S, artiU. {v. 518). 
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SeoUan (John), 1847, Co. A, K.Y. Vol. (v. 4&9); at 9ta B. '82, Scott 
(Andrew), 1847, Co. D, itJ.Y. Vol, (v. 499), S, [Antonio J.), 1846, grajiteeof 
8. Luis E^y and PaU, S. (Chas G.), 1847, aer^t Co. E, N.Y. Vol, (v, 499); 
treasurer of S.F.; d.in B'icaragna '56. S, (Felix), 1845, nafc. of Vaandprob, 
overl. immig. iv. 578-9. One of his daughtera died at Sutter^a fort Jan. '46. 
In March be -went to Or., v, 526, where ho becamo a prominent aettler, visit- 
ing CaL again about '51-S, and being killed by Ind, in '58. Seo Hist Or., f. 
750. S. (Gabriel), 1846, had a *Cal. claim' (v, 462). S. (G, J.), 1848, had 
a cabin on the Capay rancho, Yolo Co. 

Scott (James), 1826, nat. of ScotUud, who firet vifiifM Col. as sup. of tho 
Olive Branch and Waverty, being mr of the lluascar in '27-8. iii. 176, 154, H7. 
From '30 he eeoms to have conEudered Sta B. hia home, though coDstanliy on 
the move, us sbowu by hia basincBS carreap. in my collection, ii. 673; iii. 409; 
iv, 117; sup, and mr of various vessels; also otter-hunter, iv. 144, 209, 666; 
V. 578. From '39, or earlier, to *47 a partner of Capt. John Wilson; ment, in 
mission accounts "40. iii, 657, G60i in '45 purchaser of S. Luia Ob. and grantee 
of Cafiada de Chorro rancho. iv. 55:^, 558, 655, 668-9. Not friendly to Amer. 
in '46-7, but not much heard of in those years. He died at Sta B. in '51, 
S. (James)^ 18^3. Engl, saiJor on the Caialina, iii, 409; in Mont. diet. '34-5; 
in trouble on tho ecbr CaHfomitt ''69. S. (James), 1846, of the Mormon 
colony, exconimunicatfid at S.F. v. 546; owner o£ S,F. lota '47, S, (James 
R.), 1847, Co. E, Morm. Bat, {v, 469). 

Scott (John), 1831, ffup. of tho AtfOcticho '31-5. iii. 381; perhaps James. 
S. (John), 1846, possibly of Fremont's party, but proh, the following, iv. 583, 
587, 453, S. (John), 1845, overL immig. of the GiigsbyJde party, iv- 579, 
587- Aoc to the Yolo Co. HisU he lived as a hunter in Capay Val. to Juno 
'46; he was prob, one of tho Bears, v. 110; and served as a lieut in the CaL 
Eat. v» 435. Swan rememhers a Jack Scott in the mines from Sta Cruz '48. 
S, (Leonard M.), 1847, Co, E, Monn. Bat (v. 469), S. (Sam,), 1847, nat. of 
Ky and overl, immig. ; a trader at Sta Clara, succeaaful miner who bnilt the 
firat house at Flacerville, and finally a settler near Snellii^, vhere he died isi 
'81, leaving one sou, Moaes. S. fWm), 1846, marine on the Portsmouth, 
wounded at the San Gabriel in '47. v, 395. S. (Wm), 1847, Co. C, N.Y, 
Vol, (v. 499); ownerof 8,P. lot; counly treasorer ofS.F.; killed in Kicaragua. 

Scott (Wm W.), 1845, brother of John and overl. immig. of the Grigsby- 
Ide party, iv. 579, 5S7. He came from St Louis mainly for Lis Health, and 
took part in the Bear revolt, being also, it is said, the man who in July '46 
carried the U.S. flag from Sonoma to Sac. v, 110, 148, 244. In '46-3 he kept 
a store at Sonoma, being, I suppose, of the firm S. ft Boggs often named, aud 
sometimes visiting Sac. with goods for sale. In '47 he married Mary Ann 
Smith; in Jan. '^ ho killed a man named McRice; and I have bis autograph 
letter of Feb., in which bo attributes his bad conduct to tho use of liquor, and 
solemnly * swears off' forever. Later in the year he appears as a carpenter in 
Sutter's employ, and is said to have been at the Coloma mill when gold was 
found. A man of the same name settled in Seott Valley, Lake Co., in '48, and 
was still living in '54. The preceding items may refer to more than one man, 
ScriTer(Chas), see*Scbreiber,* V. 316, Scnllen (John), 1847, Irishman of Sta 
£., said to have been killed by Ind. in Ariz. '66; prob. ^Scollan,' q.v. 

Seagrim (Thos), 1839, sailor on the schr Calyoniia. Seaman (Stephen), 
1846, acting sailmaker on the U.S. Dalt, Searles (Gee.), 1847, Co. D, N.Y, 
Vol, {v. 499), Scaris(Susan A.), IS46, of the Mormon colony, prob. not com- 
ing to Cal. V. 547. Sears (FranUUn), 1845, nat. of Mo. who crossed the 
plaioa to Or. in '44, and came to Cal. in tho McMahon party, 572-4, 587, gain- 
mg an unenviable reputation as an Indian-killer, He is named in the N. Ilelv* 
IHary '45-6. and in March '46 was nearly killed by a fall from hia horse at 
Sutter's fort. Recovering, he joined Friimont and went south, serving at S, 
Pascual under Gillespie and in t^tockton's campaign. An account of S. Fas- 
cnal by Bo^:s in tho Napa Bt^r, May 1 1, '72, seems to be fonoded on his 
statements. In '48-9 he took out large quantities of gold near Bidwell's Bar; 
and in '51 settled at Sonoma, where he was living in '80 at the age of 63. His 
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wife wan Margaret Swift^ and there were 2 children eurviviiig in 'SO* one of 
them, Rachel, being tho widow of J, R. Snyder. S. (John), 1845, brother 
of Frankhn, and overl. immig. of the Grigshy-Ide party, iv. 579, 687, with 
bia wife. He was a blacksmith and settled at Sonoma, where he was prob. a 
Bear Flag man — indeed, Mra S. is credited with having furnished flannel for 
the famoua flag. v. 110, 147-8, He waa capt. of Co. D, Cal. Bat, v. 359, 361; 
had aCah claim (v, 462)j and waa in the Feather River mines '48, He seems 
either to Lave left Cal. or died soon after this date- 
Sebastian, Ind. who died at Nicaaia ^80, said to be about 100 years old, 
S., 1773, Ind. who waa the 1st Christian to make the trip hy land from Cal. 
to Sonora, i, 221. S. (Nftrcisco), 1844, Canadian at Sta Rosa, having left 
Ridley's service. Secondi, or Sagondyne {James), 1845, I>elaware Ind, of 
Fr^ont'a party. Iv, 583; still in F.'a employ *53, Seely, 1845, in N,Y. *84, 
claiming to have been one of Fremont's party; also declared by a newapapor 
corresp. to bo tho original of Bret Harte'a 'Yuba Bill,* Segnndo (Angel), 
eirviente at S.F. 1777. i. 297. Segura (Josfi Maria), 1842, Me:f. capt. of the 
batallon fij'o, who remained in Cal. after Michdtorena'a departure, acted as 
com. at Loa Ang. for a time in ^46, and seems to have departed with Florea in 
^47. iv. 289, 364, 492, 513; v. 408. Seibert. 1847, in Sntter^s employ '47-S. 
Seider (Geo. F.), 1847, Co. A, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499). 'Seie CuartillasMTheo- 
dore), 1834, French carpenter at Mont. Sel, see ' Sells.' Selden (Ed. A.), 
1846, mid. on the U.S» ColuTJtbus, act. lieut in com. of the prize Julia '46-7. 
V. 3r>8, 378. Selfridge (Thoo 0.), 1847, capt U.S.N., com. of the Columbrts 
and later of the DaZ^. ScUora (Jackaon), 1847, sergt Co. K, K.Y. Vol. v. 604. 
Sella (Joseph), 1846, at Sutter's fort *47-8; also called Selly and Sel; member 
of the Donner relief parties, v. 538, 641- 

Sempie (Robert), 1845, nat. of Ky and overl. immig. of tho Hastings party, 
iv. 58B-7; a printer and dentist by trade. Tn *45-6 he was engaged in farminj^ 
with Johnson and Keyaer, first becoming prominent in the Bear revolt, v. 79t 
106-7, 110, 114-19, 298, 644, Though a prononnced filibuster and conapirator, 
he doubtless exerted his influence with much aucceaa to reatmin the Jawiesa 
vagabonds of hia party from the coramiaaion of outragca. In July ho went to 
Mont., served for a time in Fauntleroy's dragoons (v, 232, 247), and then with 
Walter Colton publiahed at Mont, the lat Cal. newspaper, the Montere}/ Ccdi- 
fornian, v, 291-3, 658, Early in *47 the paper waa transferred to S.F. , and 
Semple, obtaining from Vallejo a largo tract of land on Carquines Strait, de- 
voted his energies, in company withXarlcin^ to the building of a great city at 
Benicia, as ■fully recorded in v. 670-^, at the same time taking an interest in 
various political matters, delivering a 4tFi of July oration at S.F., and owning 
a S.F- lot, which he patriotically gave away to show his faith in Benicia aa 
the metropolis, v. 433, 455, 646» 076. Hjs great epecuktion of city^biiilding 
was not very successful, but he made a large amount of money in '48-50 by 
running a ferry-boat ocroaa the strait. In *49he was a member and presi-' 
dent of the constit. convention; but doea not appear later in public Jife. 
He moved to Colusa Co., where he died in '64 at the age of 48, hia death being 
the result of a fall from hia horse. Dr S. waa a good-natured, popnlar, and 
honorable man, of much intelligence and 3iatural ingenuity, of aome education, 
a good speaker — indeed, there were few thinfta he could not do fairly well, 
though noted for obstinate faith in hia way of doing things as always the best. 
His height was abont 6 ft, 8 in., giving rise to no end of amusing stories, true 
and false, respecting such achievements as wading the strait of Carquinea. In 
'47, being a widower, he married Francea, daughter of Stephen Cooper, by 
whom be had a daughter, Mary Benicia. His widow is living in *85 as Mra Van 
Winkle. Ason, John W., came to Cal.in'49, dyingin'50; and also a brother, 
C, D., who waa claimant for the Coins rancho. v. 671. SeBan (Joa^ Fran- 
cisco de Paula), 1787, Span, friar who perved at S. Carlos and S. Buenaventura 
until his death in 1823. A model missionary, who waa president in 1812^15, 
and '20-3, being also prefect in '23. Biog. ii. 490-1; n.ent. i. 388, 469, 572, 
576-7, 598, 604-6, 674, 685; ii. 121-2; 159, 209, 240, 258, 270> 317, 326-7, 333. 
351, 394, 396, 398, 405, 410-11, 451-3, 479, 487, 493, 497, 499-502, 569, 571, 
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678, 5S0, 655, 657- Senar (Francisco), 1828, doobtfa 'name of an Iriah sailor 
at Mont. '28-9. Septem (Henry), 1816, sailor of the AlbcUroes. ii, 275. 

Sepiilveda {Diego], one of the grantees of S. Bemardiuo rancho ^42; some- 
■what prominent in the Flores revolt at Los Ang, '46-7, v. 312, 320, 407-8. 
S. (Doloreel, eon of Juan Joe^, b. S. Diego J793, aettler at Loa Ang. 1312, 
etill living thero '46-8, having been aceidentally wounded in '39. ii. 3i9, 565, 
595, S. (Dolores), killed by Ind. at Purisima '24. it. 629. S. (Dolores), 
soldier of the S.F. comp. '37. S. (Eocai-nacion), granteoof OjodoAgna'40. 
iv, 633. S. (Enrique), prisoner at S, Boen. *38; grantee of B. Paacual *40. 
lii. 554-5, 634. S. (Fernando), son of Francisco, at IjO^Ang. '39-^46; ment. 
in '40-3. iii. 632-3, 639. S. (Francieco), settler at Los Ang. '15. ii. 349; in 
^25 regidor and acting alcalde ii. 559; iii. 11; in '31 in the operations against 
Victoria, by whom Ke waa imprisoned, iii. 196, 208; in *36-7 comisionado of 
S. Juan Cap. iii. 626-7; 49 years old in ^, when he was grantee of S. Vi- 
cente and Sta M6nica. iii. 634j ment. in '40-3; iii, 639; iv. 629. In ^52 he 
was cL for the rancho. S. (Ignacio), killed at the S. Gabriel '47. v. 396, 

SepUlveda (Ignacio), son o£ Job^, h. before '48, educated in the east as a 
lawyer. In later years he became a very prominent lawyer of Loa Angelea, 
and one of the foremost of all the native Califomians in respect of both abil- 
ity and character. He waa a member of the legislature in '64; served in Mex. 
under Maximilian; was county judge in '7C>-3, district judge from *74, and 
superior judge from '60, resigning bis position in *83 to accept a responsible 
position as representative of Wells, Fargo, & Co. in Mes-, where be has since 
resided to '85, His Historical Memoranda, i. 644, is a Taluahle contribution 
to my collection of original MS.; and he has otherwise aided me in my 
work. Hia wife, who died before '77, was an American, and there was a 
daughter. S. (Isabel), atS, Eafael '42. iv. 237. S. (Jos^), regidor at Los 
Ang. ^33-4, iii. 635; in *36-6, active among the vidUnt^ alcalde, grantee of 
S. Joaquin, rancho, and somewhat prominent on both sides in the sectional 
<^aarrel9 between north and south, iii. 432, 485, 495-9, 609-10, filS-19, 565, 
^33, 636. His ago waa 37 ace. to the padron of *39, whon he was regidor and 
took part in a tumnlta iii. 589, 636 ; iv. 633; sub-prefect in '45. Iy, 632-3. He 
was d. forS- Joaqainin *52, and died in Sonora ^75. His wife was a sister of 
Juan Avila. S, (Jos^), two of the name at Los Ang. ',^9, a sbcemaker and 
farmer. S- (Jra^), juez de campo at S. Josd '43, It. 685; still there in '55. 
S. (Jos^ del Clknnen), at Los Ang. '46-8. S, (Jos^L.), juez de paz at Loa 
Ang. '42. iv: 632; 2d alcalde '46, '48, v, 625-6; grantee of Palotf Colorados 
'46. V. 627; nominated for prefect '45; memb. of the council '50. I am not 
sure that he was not the same man as Jos^ above. S. {Jos€ Manrico and 
Joad Miguel), at Los Ang, *46, S, (Juan), soldier of the S.F, comp. '20-7; 
at S. JosS '41, age 41, wife Francisca Pachcco, child. Demesio b, '29, Silveria 
'31, Lucia *33, Maria Ant. *35, SehaBtiflu '38, Bartolomd '39. S. (Juan), juez 
de campo at Palos Verdes '40. iii. 637; 2d alcalde at Los Ang. ^45, taking 
some pari^ in politics, iv, 497, 639, 633; ago 27 in ^39: alcalde ia ;4D; super- 
visor '54; county aBseasor *57-8. S, (Juan Maria), at Los An^. *46"; justiceof 
the peace '56, S, "(Manuel), at Loa Ang. '46-8. S. (Patricio), soldier at 
Sta B. before '37. S, (Rafael), settler at Los Ang. 1789. i, 4CL S. (Vi- 
cente), grantee of La Sierra, Los Aug., *46. v. 628. 

Serbia (Pedro), 1842, Danish resid. of S.F., age 26; same as ^Schubert,' 
q.v., and probably intended for *Slierrebeck,'q.v. Screr (Domingo) corporal 
at Mont. '36, age 26. Sema (Manuel), reputed centenarian of S. Diego '79. 
S. (Patricio), Mex, soldier of the Hidalgo comp. at Mont. '36, age 33. Serra 
(Junipero), 1709, Span, friar, 1st president of the missionaries, and founder of 
many missions, who died at 8. Cirloa Ang, 28, 1784, Biog, i. 409-16; ment. 
i. 116-23, 129, 134-5, 137-8, 164-^, 170, 175-7, 181, 183-4, 187-94, 199-221, 
224, 227, 229-31, 238*9, 244, 246, 248.^9, 255, 257, 268, 270-1, 2S0, 287, 297- 
304, 309, 320-8, 330-1, 333, 351, 373, 376, 378, 3S2, 386, 388-490, 414^15, 
422, 455, 457, 459, 469, 473-4, 476, 486, 671, 687, Serrano (Florencio), 1834, 
Mex, of the HijarA- Padres colony, iii. 263, 268; who aerved in ^35 as clerk of 
the admin, at S, Antonio, and as teacher, iii. 687; and &om '86 as clerk of 
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different offices at Mont taking j)art in tbe revolt against Alvara<lo in '37, and 
being sec, of the ayuut. in ^38. iii. fi24^, 675. In '44 he was 2d alcalde, iv. 
653, 6i»6, 404j 411; and in '45-6 sindico and aec. of the prefectnre, aerving on 
^& lat jury in '46. iv, 652-3; v. 289, 636. In '4S-9 ho succeeded Colton as 
alcalde of Mont, V. 637-8; being before and later engaged in trade, Hia wife 
was Kita, sister of Joaquin de la Torre, and there wero several &ona vlio aup* 
ported Pon Florencio in liia old age, poverty, and blindness- He died in '77 
at the age of 03* He waa of Span/ parentage, of fair education and good re- 
pute. Shortly before his death he dictated for me his A2>^TiieH, a full statement 
of his life and recollections of Cal. affairs, which throws ligbt on many topics. 

5. (Francisco), alcalde at Los An^. 179&. i. 061. S. (Igoacio), at Loa Ang. 
'46- S. (Jos6), juez de campo, hoa Aug. '35. iii. 635; grantee of Cafiada Je 
loa AliaoB '42-6, iv. 634, being also cl> ia '52. S. (Jos^ Antonio), son of Le- 
andro, at S. Juan Cap. '41. iv, 626; grantee of Pauma '44. iv. 621; in tho 
fight at S. Paaeual '46. v. 352; still Uvijig at S. Diego '75, age 61. His wife 
was a dangkterof Eosario Aguilar. S. (JosS S.), atXoa Ang. '40. S. (Lo- 
andro), son of a soldier of the Jst oipcd., b. at S. Diego; for many yeai-s 
majordomo of Pala. for the mission S. Luis Keg, ; in '2S maj. at S. Juan Cap. , 
ajid grantee of Temescal, ii, 647, 663; iii. 612, where ho spent tho rest of his 
life, dying in '52. His wife was Prescntacion Yorba and later Josefa Montalba. 

6. (Manuel), killed by Ind. at Pauma '46, v, 617- S. (Rafaela), at S, Diego 
•SI, '4L ii. 546; iv. 619. S. (Tornds), jnezdecarapoat Loa Ang. '48. v. 626. 
Serviu (Igoacio), 1842, Mex. eub-lieut in the batallon fiio '4'i-5. iv. 289, 513; 
atiUir-Ual. '46. v. 41. 

Sessions (Wm B.), 1817, Co. A, Morm. Jiat. (v. 469). Sessor (Peter), 
1S47, Go, F, N.Y. Vol. (v, 499); in S.l^ *82. Settle (Joaiah), 1840 (?), uat, 
of Ohio said to have crossed the plaina to Cal. this year; prob. an error, 
though he may have come from N. Me:c. iv, 120, Went to Or. '52, to Wash, 
Ter. '60, and died at Seattle '76, Sevy (Thomaa), see 'Levy.' Sexton 
(Daniel), 1841, nat. of La and ovcrl. immig. of the Workman party, iv. 27^0. 
He worked as a carpenter iu the Los Aug. rcfjion, and finally settled at S. 
Bern.; claims to have raised the U.S. Sag at hia camp '40. iv. 342; aerve<l ut 
the cainpaign against Micheltorena '45. iv. 495; carried a jnessage from Stock- 
ton to Fremont '47» v. 402; married an Ind, woman; cL for land in Los Ang. 
'52; atUl Uving in '84, S. (Geo, 8.), 1847, Co. A, Morm. Bat. (v. 469); 
Co, reenl. S, (Lorin), 1847, Co. I, N.Y. Vol, (v, 499). Seyman (James), 
1848, at Satter^fl fort. Seymour (Chas H.), 1848, on roll of Soc. Cal. Piou.; 
d. S.F, after '81; an employ^ in the mint. S. (Sir OJeo. F,), 1846, admiral 
in conv of the British Pac, squadron at Mont, oa tho Collingwood^ July, v, 

19&^214. 232, 577. 

Shadden (Thoa J.), 1843, Amer, immig. of the Hastings party from Or, 
aceomp. by hia family, iv. 390, 400. In '44 he obtained a land grant in Yolo 
Co. iv. 674; is named in '45-6 as viaiting Sutter'e fort from 8. Joad, Sta CruK, 
and other points; and had a *Gal. claim' of §837 (v, 462). A son is said to 
have been bom in *47. Shadden settled on the Coauranea, where he lived in a 
cabin of tulesin'49, having been before that date a miner and trader in mules. 
E© went to Or. about '51. Shaler (Wm), 1803, mr of the Lelia Byrd 1803-4, 
and author of a Journal pub, in ISOS, which was prob. tlie Ist extended ac- 
count of Cal. published in theU.S. ii, 10-14,21-4, 102-3, 109, 119. 122, 143-4, 
183, Shannon (John), v. 621; flee * Charbonneau.' S. (Wm E.), 1847, 
capt. Co. I, N.Y, VoL, in com. at S. Diego *47'8, being also collector, v, 504, 
514, 617, 619. In *49 a trader, of finn fe. & Cady, at Coloma, also alcalde, 
member of the conatit. convention, and district judge. From Dee. '49 a law- 
yer at Sac., where ho died in '50 of cholera, Sharkey (Frank L.), 1847. Co. 
I.N.Y.Vol, (t,499); atNorwieh, Conn., '82. Shamon (John), 1847, alcalde 
at S. Diego; prob. *Charboniieau,' q, v. Sharp (Matthew W, or A,), 1847, 
Co, I, ditto; at S. Diego '48; died near Coloma '50. Shattuck, 1842, lieut 
U.S.K with Com. Jones at Mont. iv. 308. 

Shaw, 1846, overL inmiig, who died on the Calaveras in '49. S. (Charles), 
1846, Co. C, 1st U.S. dragoons (v. 336). S. (James), 1848, g^ide to return^ 
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ing Mormons. S, (James B.), 1S46, nafc. of Australia; resid. of Sonoma Co_ 
'61-77, Son. Co. JHsL S. (Thomas), 3S24 {?), nat. of Mass. I bavo his auto- 
graph letter, apparently written at S. Pedro Oct. 23, 1824, but there may be 
an error, ii. 526. In '28-8 he was clerk and Eup. on the Courier and Waverly. 
iii, 154; in 30-1 on the Pocahontas, making a contract to carry away Gov. 
Victoria, iii. 148, 210, 383; in '33-5 sup. and sometimes mr of the Volunteer, 
Harriet Blanchard, and Lagoda. iii, 382, 384, 410. He was in Boston '36, 
not oypecting to revisit Cal. ; bnt in '39-40 he came back as sup. of tbe Moti^ 
soon, hia name often appearing jn commercial corresp. and mission accounts, 
iii. iv. 105; iii. 623, 727. He is said to have died in Boston about *66. 

Shea(Wm), 1840, one of the exiled forcignersnot knoT^-n tohavorotnmed. 
iv. 18. Shearman, J844, mr of the M^nkar. iv. 667. Shehey, 1847, died 
at Sutter'a fort Oct. Sheldon (Geo.), J848, pasap. from Hon. S. (Henry 
B.), 1848, editor and part owner of the S.F. CalifoTJiiarK v. 658; aec. of the 
guards; owner of a lot at S. JoaS. Went to the Saudw, lal. about *Q5. S. 
tJared), 1840» nat, at Vt, who cam© from N. Mes» or Soaora, with a pass 
dated March 9, '40. iv. 117, I20» Posaihly he liad visited Cal. before, as his 
arrival is often credited to '34 or '32. He was naturalized in '43, then describ- 
ing himself as a carpenter who bad arrived in '40, being in '44 grantee oi the 
Omochnmne rancho on the Cosumnes> iv. 672; where ho was a partner of Wm 
Daylor, and where he spent the rest of hia life but for his service in the Mi- 
cbeltorena campaign, iv. 480, 501, and a brief experience in the mines, lit '51 
he was killed in a dif6.culty with miners about a dam. His wife, married in 
*47| was a daughter of Thornas Rhoads, and survived him with 3 children, 
Wm b. '48, Sarali *49, and Catherine *5I (drowned in '52), Shelikof (Paul), 
1825, Ruaaiaji manager of Ross '25-9, succeeding Schmidt, ii. 648, 650-1 ; iii» 
213. Shelly (Pearson B.), 1847, mr of the Gen. Kearny, v. 518; and trader 
at S.F. '47-^, of firm S. k Norris. v. 680i also ON^-ner of S.F. lot. Shclton, 
1842, at S.F.J prob. ^Sheldon,' q.v. S. (Sebert C), 1847, QhM. sergt Morm. 

!^t,, but reduced to ranka Co. D. v. 477. Shepherd (Edmund), 1846, mid, 

U.S.N., acting lient in Stockton's Bat. *46-7. v. 385. S- (Lafayette), 1847, 
Co. A, Monn, Bat, (v. 469). Sherman (Heran V. S.), 1847, Co. H, N,Y, 
Vol. (v. 499)i d. before '82. S. (J.), 1837, named in larkin'a accounts, 

Shennan (Richard M.), 1846, nat. of E.L, who passed his boyhood on a 
farm, and then went to sea for 5 or 6 years, coming to CaL from Honolulu aa 
clerk on the ^phtmia^ leaving the vessel at S.F., where he worked as book- 
keeper for Paty k Davis, and in '47-8 made a trip to the lal. as sup. of the 
Evphemia. He became the owner of a town lot, on which he bnilt a storo in 
which the firm of S. & Ruckel did business in '48-50. v. 681, 686. In '51 he 
went cast, but returned on a businesa visit in '55-6. He redded in Mass. and 
at Providence, B.I., till '84, when he returned to S.F. to take charge of his 
real estate interests, including the *Sherman building,' on the lot purchased 
b^ him in '47, iu which he has an office in '85, at the ago of 72. In an inter- 
view, and also in a letter from R.I., he gave me some information about early 
S.F. and hia own life. His 1st wife, iDarrtcd in '54, was Sally 8, Mauren, who 
died in '65; the 2d, of '69-70, was Emma F. Mitchell; and the 3d, 7ft-85, 
Kate Field. Five children survived m '85, Hanv M., Elizabeth M., Adeline 
M., Ethel, and Hichard M. Jr. 

Sherman (Wm Tecumaeh), 1847, nat. of Ohio, graduate of West Point, who 
came to Cal. as lieut Co. F, 3d U.S. artill., and in *47-50 served moat of the 
time as adj. -gen. under the military governors, v. 444, 450, 492, 518, 520, 
609, 636, 646; also of the firm Warner, Sherman, & Bestor at Coloma '48-9- 
Ho went east with despatches in '50; but, having resigned his army commis- 
sion, came back in '53 to conduct as partner the bankmg business of Lucas, 
Tumor, & Co. nntil *57. His Califomian experience of '47-57 ia fully narrated 
in the early chapters of hia Jfemoirs, a moat interesting and accurate record, 
except in a few comparatively unimportant details. Sherman was later super- 
intendent of a Lamilitaryacademyandpreaident of a St Lonia street railiv>ad 
untilin '61 he reentered the miUtaryservieeas colonel. His subsequent career 
in the war of '61-5 and since is a prominent part of U.S. history, which I 
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make no attempt to summarize. He reached a Jiigher position than any other 
pioneer named ia thia register; and in ^8^ is still living us retired general of 
the army, Hia wife, married in '50, is the daughter of Eon. Thomas Ewiug, 
The ceneral has often reviaited Oal., taking a deep interest in pioneer matters 

SHerreback (Peter), 1840, nat, of Denmark, who came by aea and settled 
at S.F. OS a trader, iv, 117, 120. He waa baptized and naturalized jji '41-2; 
eindico '43, iv, 666; agente de poUcla '44. iv. 666; being married the same 
year or the next to Mar^-, aiater of John Sullivan, In *45 he waa owner of S- 
P. lands, and aided Sutter in support of Michcltorena, iv, 4S6, 669, 673; v» 
681-2. He waa collector iu '46-7- v, 295, C48j and mcmb. of the council '47- 
V. 678» He still lived at S.F. in '55 and later, hut I find no mention of hia 
death- His widow was still living in '60. The original name was probably 
*Scherrebach,*but it is written in a great variety of ways. Sherwood (Jere- 
miah), 1847, lieut Co. G, N.Y.Vol. v. 504, 517- In *48-9 clerk for Bnmnan & 
Co. at Sac. ; later mejnbcr of N.Y. legislature; d. N.Y. City '83. Scheuor 
(Pierre), 1834, Fr. mason at Mont,, age 27» married to Maria J, Garcia, Per- 
haps aame as 'Cheorette,' q.v. 

Shields (H.L.), 1847, Ueut Co. F, 3d tJ.S. artill. on muster-roll; but did 
not come to CaL (t. 518). S- (Sam.), 1831, Amer. from N". Mei. in the 
Wolfakill party, iii, 387, 40o; d. at Los Ang. a few years later. S. (W»F,), 
1347, capt. in com, of U,S, Frebk. Shipley (Ott<^). 1847, Co. F, 3d U.S. 
artill. (V. 518). Shipp (Wm), 1847, ditto. Shirhind (E.DJ, 1847, Co. G, 
N.Y.Vol. (v. 499); nat. of N.Y, and settler in Placer Co. from '50; capt. in 
war of '61-5; county clerk and recorder of Sac; at Auburn '82. Shirley 
{Paul), 1846, on the roll of the Soc. Cal. Pion.; d. in Ohio '76. ShislyUnd 
(Gufltaff). 1847, musician Co. 0, KY.Vol. (v. 499). 

Shoekley, 1846, mr of the koTrtan. Shoemaker (Sam,), 1846, one of the 
Donner party from Ohio; died in the Sierra, v, 531,533. Shoetzof, 1803j 
in charge of a party of Alent. hunters, ii. 25, 63, perhaps Shvetzof. Shoiva, 

1847-8, mp of the Anita, v. 576. Shooka (Wm), 1841, doubtful name at S, 
Diego, Toomts. Shooter (Chas), 1847, Co. D, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499). Short 
(J.O.B.), 1846» nat. of Ky, and overL immig, with his mother — later Mrs 
Merriner — who settled at S. Rafael, where he still lived in '80 with wife, Mary 
Miller, and 5 children, S. (Jacob), 1846, brother of J. 0. B., ajid hia partner 
in 'SO. S, (Patrick), 1832, Irish priest who came in exile from Honolulu 
with P. Bachelot; ia ^34-6 an associate of Kartnell in his school near Moot, ; 
left Cat, in '37, and went to Valpavafso, where he stOl lived in 70. iii. 317- 
IS. 364, 384, 408, 670, 677-8; iv. 102. Shot well (Geo.), 1841, overl. imimg. 
of the Bortleson party, accidentally killed on the journey, iv. 269, Shreve, 
1848j mr of a veasel at S.F, Shrives, 1S4&, mr of %h& Anila. Shrives 
(Dan B,), 1847, Co. F, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499). Shroter (Chaa), 1847, Co, G, ditto; 
at S,F. '82. Sbubrick (Wm Bransford), 1846, commodore U.S.M"., in com. 
of Pacific squadron *46-7, on the Independence, v. 428-9, 437, 636. Shulters 
(John), 1847. Co. H, N.Y.Vol. (v, 499). Shultz (Ernst), 1847, owner of S. 
F, lot. Shumway (Aurora), 1847, Co, C, N. Y. Vol, (v. 469); reenl. 
Shartfl (Watson), 1847, Co. F, N,Y-VoL fv. 499). 

Sibrian see Xibrian.^ Sibs (Sam.), 1836, doubtful naine of a witness at 
Sonoma. Sicard (Pierre Th^dore), 1833, Pr. sailor and carpenter TPho on 
applying for naturalization in '40 claimed a resid. of 7 years, iii. 409. He was 
in the Mont, dist '34 and at the S. Pablo rancho '40. In '42^4 he worked for 
Sutter at Hock Farm; and in '44 got a grant of the Kcmalias rancho on Bear 
Eiver adjoining Johnson'fi, iv. C72, whei^ he settled in '45. His visits from 
Bear Eiver to Sutter*a fort iti '45-8 are often recorded in the N.IJdv. Diary; 
in 48-9 a miner and trader on the Yuba, where a flat and bar took hia name. 
Though deemed rich in those days, he became poor; was living with Claude 
Ghana in '71, and died before '79. Sickcis (J, i\), 1847, surgeon on the U.S. 
Independence. Siddons (Wm M.), 1848, on the roll of the Soc. Cal. Pion* 
Sierra (Benito do la), 1775, Si)au. friar who visited Cal. as chaplain on the 
Santiago and S. AntontOf and died at S, Elas '77. He had served in L. C^ 
'69-73. i, 240-1,287,310. Sigler(Wm), 1845, at Sutter's fort Nov.; prob. 
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an orerl. immig. In the spring of '46 he carried despatebes up the valley to- 
Fremont, He was murdered at Moon's rancho Tehama Co. in '49 or '50. iv. 
678. 583; V. 24. 

Sill (Daiiiel), 1£32^ nat. of Conn-, trapper ajid carpenter who came from 
K, Mei, m the winter of '32-3, settling at Sta B., whcro be bunted otter 
-under Capt- Dana's license, and was partner in a hakeiy in '34. ili. 3S8, 40S. 
In '35 ho came to Monfc. and got a cftrta; and from '39 or earlier lived at S.F,, 
building a mili for Spear in '39-40. v. 681; named by Famham as one of the- 
foreigners arrested in '40. iv. 17. From '44 he apentmost of his time in the 
Sac. valley, working as a blacksmith for Sutter part of the time. lu '46 be 
bought a rancho of lessen where he had a cabm. v, 301; and in *49 was- 
joined by his son Daniel and daughter Harriet — later Mrs Maliew. He died 
in '^2, at the ago of 66. Sillen (D. 8.}, 1846. Cal. Bat. (v. 358), Siltjwr 
(Henry), 1847, Co. G. N.Y.Vol. {v. 499), Silva, famUy at S. Dieguito ran- 
cho '31. iii. 612. 8. (Antonio), 1840 (?}, Portuguese (ieaerter from a whaler,, 
employed for several years at Petalnma by Gen. Vallejo. iv. 120, S. (Ma- 
riano), 1840, Mex. capt, of artill. at Mont. '40-6; went to Maaatlan '47 or '48. 
iv. 31. Jfl8t 293, 307-8. 3J1, 357, 652; v. 41, 230. 232-3. S. (Mariano), at. 
"Los Aug. ^39; in '46 at S. Juan Cap., age 37. wife Francisca Perez. S, (Ma- 
riano), nat. of Chile, patron of tho custom-house boat at Mont. '43. Silvas 
(Antonio M. ), at Lob Ang. *;^9, age 37- S. (Cdrlos). owner of land at S. Juan 
Cap., 41. iv. 626. S. (Clara), atS. Juan Cap. '46, ago 40, child. Ger6nimo 
b, ^9, Guadalupe '32. Lugarda ^37. and Fernando '38. S. (Die^o), at 8. 
Bern. '46, ago 24. S. (Joa4), setthir at Los Ang, 1789. i. 461. B, (Juan), 
at Mont. '36. iii. 617. S. (Mariano), at Loa Ang. '46, age 35. 8. (Ramon), 
owner of land at S. Juan Cap. '41. iv. 626. S. (Teodoro), at Los Ang. '10- 
16; ii. 110, 350, SiWerio, neophyte who killed his wife at Mont. 1798. i. 
691. 

8ime, 1848, in the legislature '55; John L. in S.F. guard '49. Simental 
(Job* C), 1800, sentenced to 6 years in Cal. as a settler, i. 606. Simeon, 
Ind.. grantee of lot at S. Gabriel '46, v. 627- 8iramonds (Stephen). 1835 (?), 
nat. of N.Y., landing at Sta B. from tho whaler Liverpool Packet, aad be- 
coming an otter-hunter with Nidever for several years. Named in '39-40 at 
Sta B. and Mont. Making voyages in different veaaela; he was in *44 sick in 
care of the consulate, and is said to have died at Branch's rancho about '45. 
jii, 413. Simmons, 1848, lieut on the U.S. Ohio. S. (Alox, B.), 1846, mid. 
on the U.S. Columbia. '46^7. S. (Bezer), 1843, nat of Vt, mr of the Maff- 
nolia '43-6. iv. 400, 567; v. 579. Later of tho S.F. firm S., Hutchinson, &, 
Co. ; member of the council '49; d. in '50 at the age of 40. His assignees were 
cl. for the Novato rancho. iii. 712. His wife was a sister of Frederick Bil- 
lings, and died in '49. 8, (Charles). 1847 (?}. miner and later trader at Keno. 
Nev., where he died '79; accredited by tho nowspapera to N.Y, Vol. Left a. 
daughter at Liveruioro, CaL S, (Wm), 1846, clerk in the navy, acting lieut 
in Stockton's Bat. '46-7. v. 386. S. (Wn. A.), 1847, Co. B. Morm. Bat. [v, 
4SQ), Simon (Lein.). 1828, Amer. aaih>r of the Gen. Lucre left at S. Diego 
drunk. S. [Luis). 1823. Kngl. arrested for having no pass; proK same as 
preceding. Simons (Maurice), 1846, passed add. on the U.8- Congiesa. 

Simpson. 1827, mr of the Cadboro. iii. 146. 8., 1845, doubtful name of 
an ovorl, immig, iv. 578. S., 1846, ditto; may have gone to Or. v. 529. 
S, (Geo.), 1841, at S.F. on the Cowlitz. S. (Sir Geo.) 1841, chief of the H. 
B. Co., visiting Cal. on bis trip rouad tlie world, and author of a Iv'arraiive 
which contains much valuable information on th6 country, ii. 77-8; iv. 101, 
209,218-21,235-6. 250-3, 259-61, 333, 343, 564. 63&-40, 65(^1,665,678. 
S. (Henry I.), 1848, author of Three Weels in the Gold Mijita, in the form of 
a letter written at Mont, in Sept. He ckims to be of the N.Y.VoL, but per- 
haps writes under au assumed name; or still more likely the letter is a fraud 
concocted in N.Y. S. (Wm), 1844, Engl, who got a passport. S. (Wm), 
1823, witness against Capt. Bradshaw. iii, 133. Sims (Jack), 1846. aided iiL 
building the Sta Crm sclir. S. J, Patriot, S. (Joseph), 1847, Co. D, N.Y. 
Vol. (v. 499); Engh settler in Sac. Co. '79-80, with wife Mary L. Moor, m^ 
3 children. 
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Sinard {*Ma!or')T 1847, visitor at Sutter*& fort. Sinclair (Archibald), 
1847, Co. D, N. Y.Vol. {v. 499). S. (JohnJ, 1839, Scotchman for some years 
in employ of the H.B. Co. iu Or., later editor of a paper at Honolulu, wlio 
iu Dec, '39 wae at Mout. asking for a oarta, and in '40 at Sutter'a forL iv. 
1 17, 1 10, 13D. In ^41 bo was aent back to tli« IsL by Sutter to make arrange^ 
meat for conBJgnmenta of goods, going oa the Llama and returning on the 
Julia Ann. His negoti&tiona for Sutter were not very Buccessful, but be made 
a bAT:gain with Grimes, by virtue of whicii on bia Peturn in Dec. '41 he obtained 
naturalization, and in *42 took posaee&ion of the El Paso rartcho, north of N. 
flelv., as the repreBentative of Grimes, to 'whom it was granted in H4. iv, 
229, 237, 506, He was visited in '42-3 by Sandela and Yatea, who deacribo 
him aa a very intelligent man fond of grog; also by Fremont in '+*, iv, 438, 
when he was an of&cerin the N. Helv. muitia. iv. 479, 680. He was Sutter^s 
aide in the Micheltorena csmpaigii. iv. 4fe5-C; is often named from '43 in the 
N. Helv. Diary; and- in '4G-9 he was alcalde of the Sac. district, v. 675, 
Laving a Cal. claim of $450 (v, 462), taking part in relief measures for the 
Donner party, v. 638, 541, and finally dying in *49 on his passage by stoamer 
t^ the SUtea. S, (Wmj, 1845, clerk for Eae at 8.Y. iv, 593, S. (Wm B.), 
1828, Amer. carpenter, age 25, who left hia vessel at Sta B. , escaping with 3 
others in a boat to Sta Catalioa lel. Singleton (A. WO, 1648, passp. from 
Hon. Sinova(Jo34F0. settler at LoaAng. 1785-6; 2d alcalde in W. i. 346, 
348, 461. Sinton (Rich. H,), 1848, a well-known citizen of S. F. down to 
'85, whose arrival is accredited, erroneously I suppose, in various publications 
to '47 or '48. 

Sipole (Wm), 1847, Co. F, 3d U.S. artill, (v, 518]; d. before '64. Sipp, 1846, 
Amer. ah ip- carpenter from Or, in the McMahon party, who prob. went back 
to Or. in '46. iv, 572; v, 526. feiptler (J.), 1846, in Cal. Bat. (v. 358). Si- 
ralde (Mariano), at Sonoma '44, age 27; perhaps ' Liz&lde-' S^rey (Jamea), 
184L Co. D, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499); settled at Stockton '48; at S.F. '71-4; Stock- 
ton 7S; d. before 'S2. Sirrino (Geo. W.), 1846, of the Mormon colony, v, 
546; of Stout, 8., k Meder, lumber dealers at Sta Cruz ^47; memb. of the 
town council '48. v. 642. In Ariz., atill in the faith, '86. S. (John J.), 1846, 
ditto, with wife and child, v. 546; in '47 candidate for the council and owner 
of a S. F. lot. V. 650, 680; an elder and school trustee '48. v. ^56; presid, of 
the council '48; in Ariz. ^85. Siak (Thoa J.), 1848(?). eurvivor of the Texan- 
Mier massacre; died at Grass Valley '09. Siaeou (Reuben), 1847, Co. K, 
K.Y.Vol. (v. 499); d. S. Eafeel '49. Sitjar (Antonio, or Buenaventura), 
1771, Span, friar who served atS. Antonio — being also founder of S. Miguel — 
until his death in 180S. Biog. ii 151-2; ment. i, 173, 176,106,298,388,411, 
469, 498, 552, 560, 576, 587, 688-9; ii. 147, 159-60. Swartbout (Nathan), 
1647, Co. D, Monn. Bat. v. 469. 

Skeckett (Job), 1845, Pelaware Ind. in Trtoont's party '45-7 (it. 5S1), 
Skee {Alei.ji 1827, mr of tJie ff^ascar '27-8. iii. 147. tSkein (Joseph), 1847, 
Co. E, Morm. Bat. (v. 469). Skene (Wm), 1846, one of the chino prisoners, 
wounded, v. 313-14. Skilliugton (U,), 1848, at Hon. from Mont. Skin- 
ner (Eugene 1'.), 1845. overl. immig. from N.V, in the Grigsby-Ido party, with 
a family. Working for Sutter and viaiting S.F. and S. Jo&fi, he went in '46 
to Or., where he founded and named Eugene City, dying there in '64, Bi^th 
leaving a widow and 3 children, iv. 571>-80; v. 526. S, (A. A.), 1848, Or. 
pioneer of '45, judge of the Or. sup. court, brother of Kugene, said to have 
made a trip to the gold minea; d. at Sta Cruz '77» S. {Horace A.), 1846, of 
Mormon colony, with wife and cliild. v. 546; in '47-^ lie kept the City Hotel 
at S.F. V. 6bO; in Utah ^S4. S. (John). 1847, Co. A, N.Y.V0I. (v, 499); at 
S. Jos^ '50; at Campo Seco '71-4. 

Slocum (Wra A.), 1837, U.S. commisBioner on the Loriotj and author of 
a Report, iv, 146-7, 165. Blade (Philip C), 1832, nat. of N. H. vho came 
by sea. iii, 408; in Mont. diat. '33-5; naturalized '39, being a sawyer at S. 
Rafael; last appears at S.F. '40. S. (ThompBon), 1846, Co. F, Cal. Bat. (v, 
358. S. {Wm B. ), 1 847, Co. H, N. Y. Vol. (v. 497). A printer who was city 
marshal at Yrcka; d, before '82, prob, in *63- Slague (John), 1836. Fr. sailor 
aiax, Cii,., Vol. V. 4(j 
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on the AyacuchOy age 19. Slater (Richard), 1847, Co. E, Mona. Bftt. {v. 
469); mail-carrier for Brannan '48, Slausum, 1834, Eng. sailor, age 48, at 
Mont. Sleight {Peter). 1847, Co. K, N.Y. VoL (v. 499). Slepe (Jerome), 
1S34, Eng. hatter in a Mont list, age 27. Sloat (John D.), 1846. nat. of 
N.Y, in com. of the Pacific squadron, raising the U.Sh flag in Cal, July. v. 
37, 195-215, 224-54, 411^12, 580. Com. Sloat was a timid, irresolnte man; 
but after he decided to take poasesaion of the Cal. porta hie policy waa entirely 
praiseworthy as compared with that of Stockton, his fiucceasor. Biog. note t. 
254. S. (Lewis W,), 1846, son of John D,, and hiasec. on the Savannah, v, 
225. no came back to Cal, about *54 and was a notary public at S.F, for 
several years. Slobodchikof, 1806, uhief hunter on the tioastfrom Alaska, 
ii. 40; in 43-14 clerk of Kuskof at Rosa, viaiting S.F, il 204, 302, 304, 373. 
Slocnm, l844^mateof thei^ew^OTi. . S lover (Isaac), 1S28, Kentuckian trapper 
of Pattie*B party who went back to Sonoia with a pasa in Nov. iii. 163, 16^7, 
178, Ho came back with a N". Mei, colony about '41-3, settling at S. Bernar- 
dino, where he was killed by a bear in '54, at the age of about 80. Slover Mt 
still bears hia name. Slueser (Levi S. B.), 1847, nat. of Fa; in Sonoma 
Co. '48-77. Sly (James C.)-, 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. (v, 469J; a miller in 
Sutter's employ, also in the mines '48, exploring a new route and Salt Lake 
Val. S. (John), 1846, Go. F, Cal Bat. {v. 3o8), 

Smith, naturally many of the name cannot be identifier!, S», 1831, sailor 
drowned at Sta B. iii. 405. S., 1831, about to leave Hon. forCal. S., 
1844, oliicer on the Modeate. S., 1845, Engl, who got a pass for Sonera. 
S., 1846, from Hon. on the Euphemia, S., 1847, had a project of establish- 
ing a colony on the McMiuelumno, tranaferring hia claim to McKinatry in *48- 
S^ Joaq, Co. Hist. S., 1847, mid, on the U.S. Independence, S,, 1847, 
owner of a aaw-mill near S.F. S., 1848, at Sutter'a fort from Sta Glara; 
lately from Or. S., 1848, mr of tho Haalilo. 

Smith (A. B.), 1 837 (?), committed Buidde at S. Diego '67, said to have been 
a resid, for 30 (20?) yeara; ment. at S,D. ^46. iv. 118; v. 329. S. (Albert), 
1847, eorgt Co. B» Morm. Bat. v. 477; aleo Q.M, aergt at ManH, Utah, '81. 
8. (Alex,), 1846, raent. by Michael White as in the LosAng. r<^ion, known aa 
* Stuttering Alec* S, (Andrew J.), 1847, capt. in the lat U.S. dragoons, 
who came with the Morm. Bat., of which he was acting com. for a time in the 
eaat. v. 477, 479-83. He waa the officer who mustered out the Morm. Bat. and 
part of the N,Y.Vol., subaeqnently taking com. of the dragoons, v, 490, 615, 
631. He went east with Sherman in '50; and in the war of '61-5 became a 
general. S. (Azariali), 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. (v. 469); anthor of a song 
for tlie bat. ; at the Coloma mill *33 when gold waa diacovered. S. (Chae). 
1824, named in an archive record as an otter-hunter, ii. 527; perhaps Karl 
^Schmidt' S. (Chas), 1S28, Engl, deserter from a Fr. whaler at Todos 
Santos; at S. Diego '28-9. S, (Ohas), 1846, powder-boy on theX^o/e. S. 
(Chas), 1846, Co. G, Cat. Bat. (v. 358). S. (Chafl), 1847, Co. I, N.Y.VoL (v. 
499}. S. (Chae), 1847, with Brannan on trip to Salt Lake. v. 553; perhaps 
C.C, S. (ChasF.). 1847, Co. I, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); d. before '82. S. (Chas 
E.), ia25(?), aaid to liavc been at StaB. in charge of Dana'a store. S.LulsOh. 
Co. Hist.; in *29 writes from Hon., and bad viaited Cal. before; in '31 came 
on the LouT^aas snp.; in '32 joined the comp. extranjera. iii. ^1; ment. in 
Larkin'a accta '36. S. (C.C. ), 1847, trader at Sutter's fort '47-8, a partner 
of Brannan; made a trip to Hop. on the Tepic '48. 3- (C. S-), 1S48, pasep. 
from Hon. 

Smith (DO, 1847, Co. B, artill. Cnl. Bat (v. 358). S. (D.), 1848, at Hon. 
from Mont, S- (David), 1847, Co. E, Morm. Bat, (v. 469); d, in April at 
S. Luis Key. v, 481, S. (D. W,), 1846, Co. G, Cal. Bat (v. 358). S, (Ed- 
ward), 1848, overl. immi^. from Mo., with wife, son, and 5 daughters; poat- 
maater at S. Juan B.; died about *57. One of hia daughters married John 
Breenin '52. S, (Elijah M.), 1S47, Co- I, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); at Aurora, 
Mono Co. , "82 8. (Eliaba), 1847, Co. E, Morm. Bat. (v. 469). 8. (Ezekiah), 
1847, at Satter'a fort; prob. Azariah. S. (F.), 1846, Cal. Bat. (v. 358), 
8. (Frances E.), 1846, married to W, W. Soott at Sonoma. June. 9. (Frazer), 
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1814, mr of the Isaac Todd. ii. 271-2, S. (Fred.), 1848, GemaD farmer at 
S, Joa6 *50-7G. S. {Fred CO, J845 (?), aaid by his son, Budd S.— U.S. con- 
sul at S, Bias — to have come as mr of the bark Jldvetiat but 1 have no other 
record of Hnch a vessel this year, iv, 587- 

Smith (G. M,)» 1845, ab Sutter's fort, apparently an ovetL immig.; also 
the same or another at Sonoma '45-6; perhaps the father of tVances ^ iv, 
579-60, 526. S, (Geo.). 1825, mr of thSfipy '25-7. iii. 149. S. (Geo. )i 1846, 
Co. 0, Ut U.S. dragoons (v. 336). S. (Geo.), 1846, Co. F, CaL Bat. (v. 358); 
had a fight with Lieut Eock, and waa sentenced by court-martial to 22 months 
of hard labor, v. 434, S. (Gerard P.), 1847, Co. C, N.Y. Vol. (t. 499). S. 
(H.). 1848, paasp. from Hon. S. (Henry), 1&4C, at Sutter^a fort; interested 
at Benicia. *47-8, v. 672j perhaps Henry O. S. (Henry), 1846 (?), keeper of a 
eaUor'a boarding-hou&e at S.F., owner of lot, constable, and jail'keoper '47. 
V. 648, 6S5; perhaps some as the following. S. (Henry), 1847, Co. 1, KY. 
Vol, (V, 499): drowned in Feather Eiv6r'49. 8. (Henry C.)> 1845, nat. of 
Ohio, and overL immig. with the Haatinga party, iv. 586-7. He served, per- 
haps, in the CaL Bat. (v. 358); hada'Cal. claim* fori25(v.462)j wasamemb. 
of the legislature from Sta Ckra Co. *d2; cl. for land, iv, 673; Bupervtaor of 
Washiogton, Alameda Co., '55; in NeT. '61-4; in Alameda Co, from '65 to 
his death at Livermore iu '75, at the age of 51, His wife was Mary van Gor- 
don, married in *4G, and his surviving children were Julia A. (Mrs Hargrave), 
EmmaL., Franklin P., and Charles. S. (Henry J.), 1847, Co, P, N,Y. Vol. 
(v. 499), S. iHiram), 1846, Co, F, Cal, Bat. (v. 358). S. (I.), 1845, at 
Sutter's fort Apr. '46. S. (Isaac P.), 1846, Co. F, Cal. Bat. (v. 358); atSut^ 
ter's fort '47. S. (Israel), 1848, present at the disoov. of gold ace to the 
county hifltoriea. 8. (I. T.), 1846 (?), nat. of Ta and overl. immig. ; a settler 
in Sonoma Co. from '51 to his death in ^79, leaving a wife and two children; 
called also I. P. 

Smith (J.), 1846, Cal. Bat., Co, B, artill. (v, 358). S. (J. J.), 1846, Co. 
F, Cal. Bat. (v. 358)» S. (Jack), 1846, at Sutter's fort from up and down 
the valley '46^. S. (Jacob), 1816, pilot of thoiyrfwi. ii. 275. S, (James), 
1827, capt. of avesselat S-F. S. (James), 1841, Dat. of Engl., naturalized 
in '44, when he had been 3 years in Cal., being then a farmer in theSac.Val. 
iv. 279, Often named in the N. Helv. Diary from '45. In Jan. *46 be married 
the widow Marshall, and died in '48. Bidwell thinka the widow married 
GregBon, and was living in Sonoma Co. '64, having a son named Marshall; 
but there may be some confusiou here; see 'Gregson.' S^ (James), 1844, mr 
of the H^m\a '44-^, iv. 566, 587, who in later years established a line of 

Sacketa between S.F, and Honolulu, being well koo^Ti aa Capt. 'Jim' Smith, 
lo died at Kew London, Conn., in '68, at the age of '65, leaving no family, 
as I am informed by Capt. H. H. Watson. S. (nJamcB), 1846, o? the Dooner 
party from 111,, dying in the mountains, v, 530, 533, S. (James), 1S48, 
paasp. from Hon. S. (James G.), 1847. Co. F, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499); drowned 
in Amer. Riv. '49. 8. (James M.), 1847, Co. K, ditto. 

Smith (Jedediah), 1826, Amer. trapper chief who came from Salt Lake via 
Colorado Riv. and Mojave to S. Gabriel. In '27 Le went to Salt Lake from 
the S. Joaquin Val. and returned, being the lat to cross the Sierra. From 
Cal. he went to Or., and in '31 was killed by the Ind. in N. Mes. See record 
of his visit iti. 152-60; ment. ii, 551, 569, 600; iv. 263. S. (John), 1834, 
En}j;l. carpenter, age 28, in Spear's service at Mont. iii. 412; also a 'tailor' 
Smith the same year. Named in Larkin'a accounts '3G-^0j arrested in '40 but 
escaped exOe. iv, VJ. There may be some confusion between this man and 
the following. S. (John), 1837, nat. of Nova Scotia, who came by sea; asked 
for naturalization in '42, being a carpenter in the Sac. Val. and 5 years a res- 
ident, ir. 118. Sutter aays S. obtained land from him near Matysvillej nat- 
uralized in '44, and got ^ grant of land in Yolo Co. iv. 674; living on hla 
rancho '45-8, ment. in the iV. Helv^ Diary, a partner and neighbor of Michael 
Kye. S. (John), 1845, Amer. sailor on the-iforea in trouble at S.P. S. 
(John), 1846, Fauntleroy'a dragoons (v. 23-2, 247). S. (John), 1846, Co, C, 
1st U.S. dragoons (v. 336); aentenced by court-martial to imprisonment at 
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LosAng, '47. S. (John), 1847, Co, E, Mom. Bat (v, 469|; in Utah *82, 
S, (John), )847, Co. F, M V,iS. artilt. (v. 518); living '64. S. (JoKd), 1848, 
paasp. from Hon. S. (John F.), 1833, Fr. carpenter from the Sandw. Isl. at 
Sta B- iii- 409i where he built the l&t wooden nouse, and diad in ^. //u^. 
S. (John G.), 1847, perhaps of N.Y.Vol. (v. 4^), nnder another name. S. 
(John R), J848, psap. from Hon. S- (John M.), 1847, Co. E, N.Y.Vol. (v. 
409). S. (Joseph}, 1845, doubtful name of an overl. immig. iv. 578. 

Smith (L. H.). 1846. rar of the Benj. Eush. v. 576. S. (Lewia), 1847, 
Co. B, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499}. S. (Lot), 1847, Co. E, Morm. Bat. (v. 469); re- 
enl. ; in Ariz, '82. S. (Napoloon B, ), 1345, nat. of Oluo, and overl. immig. 
in the Ha&tings party witli hia brother Henry C. iv. 566-7. He worked a 
while for Sutter, and then became a lumberman in the 8. Antonio redwoods, 
bnt perhaps took some part Iq the revolt and war of '46-7. In '48-9 he went to 
the minos, and kept aatore at Miasion S. Joa*^ being suh -prefect fora time in'4fl. 
Later he became a trader at !^^artinez» being county assessor, and memb. of 
the legislature in '52, In '57-85 he lived on a rancho in Contra Costa Co. His 
wife was Margelina, daughter of Elam Brown, and he has 8 children; Frank 
(b. Jan. '48, tne lat in Contra Costa), Lawrence M. , Sarah C, Louis K. , Ellen 
J., Elam, Timothy S., and Warren C. I have a full Bio^. Sket'h of ' Bony ' 
Smith written in ^75. S. (Oliver), 1848, doubtful name at Benicia. S, 
(Orrin), 1846, of the Mormon colony, with wife and 6 children, excommuni- 
cated on the voy., and perhaps left for a time at Hon. His daughter Amelia 
was in Utah '84. v. 646, 549. S. {0. K-). 1848, nat. of N.Y., and overl, 
immig. ; memb. of the Icgial. '61, being a farmer at Viaalia, age '39. S. 
^Pcraifer F.), 1848. Gov. Smith did aiot arrive till '49, nevertheless by a slip 
of hia pen he writes at S.F^ in March '48, inquiring for Benicia lots. v. 673. 

Smith (R.), 1S33, mr of the Fakfja. iii, 382. S. (Robert), 1846, of tho 
Mormon colony, with wife and 2 children; teacher of tactics on theSrooklyn; 
owner of S.F. lot '47; died in the faith about '49. v, 546, 550, 679. «. 
(Robert)i 1647| at Sonoma and N. Helv.; known aa 'Growling' Smith, and 
arrested for outrages on Ind. v. 569, 610. He may have been the ' Badger ' 
SmiUiof theBearain '46. v. 167. S. (Sam.) lS37,najnediQLarkta'saccount«, 
S, (Sam. ), 1815 (?), at Sonoma and N. Helv. '45-8; iv. 587; seems to have had 
a rancho in the Sac VaL '47, also working for Larkin. Sam. S. of Baltimore is 
named in the El Dorado Co. Mist, as having come in '43 and kept the lat 
store at Kelsey. At S.F. as a witness '47 i^d owner of a town lot. Ace. to the 
Marin Co. Hist., a 8am. S. lived in the Pt Reyes region in '46. S. (Simeon 
P.). 1847, in S.F. letterJist. 

Smith (Stephen), 1841, nat. of Md., who had spent some time in Pern, and 
who visited Cal.^ prob. on the Corsair, in '41, iv. 279. I have his letter of 
July written at Callao after his return from Cal. On this 1st visit he made 
arransemente with Gov. Alvarado to introduce a steam-mill; and in '43 he 
came back from Baltimore with the engine — the 1st in Cal.^and mill ma- 
chinery on the Oeorffc Henry, iv. 39S-6, 665S. As soon as he could be nat- 
uralized he got a grant in '44 of Bodega, where he had SKt up hia mill, and 
where he lived for the moat part from -Siat time, iv, 186, 392, 670, 679- In '45, 
visiting S. Bias, Smith waa arrested on a charge of being engaged in filibus- 
tering scheme*! for the U.S., butaoon released, aa there was no proof, iv. 601. 
As he later told Lieut Sherman that he came to Cal. on the assurance of Web- 
ster that the U.S. would surely have the country, it is posaibJe tlrat in the 
earlier years he talked indiscreetly. In '45-6 he owned lots in S.P., and 
built a honse at the cor. of Dupont and Washington streets, iv. 669, 673; v. 
682. Id '46 he raised the U.S. flag at Bodega, and in '46-8 served as civil 
magistrate, v. 242, 670. In the flush times hia mill was a very valuable 

Sroperty, and he was cl. for not only Bodega, bnt the Blucher rancho. iv. 670. 
Le died at S.F. in '55 at the age of &0. His wife was a Peruvian, a sister 
of Manuel Torres; who married Tyler Curtis in '56; ind he left three children, 
Manuela, Stephen, and James B., all of whom seem to have been living in '75. 
The daughter, bom at Bodega '46, married John M. Fnglish, anti lived in 0^- 
land '81. 
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Smith (Theodore}, 1847, Co. F, N.Y.VoL {v, 499). S, (Thomas), IMl, at 
8. Joa6. iv, 279; naturalized '44^ when ha claimed to havo boon a resid. dace 
'42; owner of S.F. lot 45, where he kept a saloon '40450, a atout and atnt- 
teYing EngliahTiiari. It. 669; v. 682, 685. b. (Thomas), 1845, OTorl. immig. 
of the 8waaey'Todd, or poaaibly the MoMahon. party, iv. 576--7| 573; appar- 
ently at Kutter'a fort '46-7. S. (Thoa), 1846, sailor in Stockton's Bat., 
fabdly woanded at the S. Gabriel, Jan. '47. v, 395. S. (Thos), on tho 
roll of the Society of California Pioneers aa having arr. in Sept. S. 
<Tho8 J.), 1845, ditto, arrived S.F. Dec. iv. 687; perhaps the cl. of S.F. Miaaion 
lotsin'52; at Gold Hill, Nev./81. S. (ThosL.), 1829 (?},KentuckLan trap- 
per and mountaineer, known aa * Peg-leg' Smith from his wooden leg. 
The chronology of hia wild career is confuaine; but he may have stolen horses 
in Cal. in *§& and several times later, aa he was fond of boasting in late 
years, iii. 172, 179, In *41 *E1 Cojo Smit* waa reported to be in com. of a 
party of vagabonds from S". Mex. iv. 208, 278, 342. After '49 he lived in 
CaL,anddiedatS.P. b '66. 

Smith (W.), 1846, Cal. Bat., Co. B. artiU. {v. 358), enlisting at Mont. 
Oct. S. (Willard). 1847, musician Co. T>, Morm, Bat. (v. 469); in '82 At 
Littleton, Utah, ataJte president and probato judgo. Smith (Wm), 1800, 
mate of the HasxLtdj perhaps visiting the coast several times before 1808. ii. 
IT, 24-5, 95-6. In 1810-11, aa mate of the Albatross^ he waa'engaged in fur- 
hunting on the coast, especially in taking seals at the Farallonea. ii. 93. lu 
*16 he came baok from China In com. of the Alhairot^s, and was arrested for 
smuggling at Sta B., though his vessel escaped capture, ii, 275-7, 362, 24^ 
633. Hewasanai of Va, whose voyageaaudadventuresin all partaofthewodS 
would fill a volume. In "SO or earlier ho found his way to Cal. again, iv. 103, 
141; andnow, too old to command, be still made his home onboard Boston^ea- 
sets on the coast or at the Islands, being transierred from one to another accord- 
ing to his ^hims, and occasionally spending a few months on shore. He died at 
Sonoma on May 5, '46, at the age of 78. S. (Wm), 1824, mr of the FouM 
Tartar, ii. 519- S. (Wm), 1S27, Amer. carpenter in theMont. dist. '29, a^ 
22. iii. 176. Ment. as a sawyer working for Cooper in '31; 'Bill the Sawyer!' 
at S. Joa4 '33, married to a Sais; in Mont, lists of '34; also near Pt Beye»; 
At Sonoma and S.F. ^37-9; one of the arrested foreigners '40. iv. 17j EngL 
carpenter, age 42, at S. Jos^ '41 ; wife Maria Joaefa Saia, child. Daniel h. '3^ 
Jos6 '36, Patricio '37, Jos6 S. '39, Maria '38; one of Sutter's men in the 
Micheltorena cauipaign '45, iv. 495; at B. Jos^, S.F., and in the Sac. Vftl, 
'46; owner of a lot at S.F. and settler at Benicia '47— all these maybeonje 
or half a dozen Bill Smiths for all that I know. 

Smith (Wm H.), 1847, lieut Co. I, N.Y.VoL v. 604; owner of 3.P. lot. 
Still at S.F. '52; in Tuolumne Co. '74. S, (Wra M.), 1845, nat. of Ga^ whd 
canio with Capt. Paty from S. Bias. iv. 587. A droll fellow, who had been 
* circus-rider, known as 'Jim Crow' Smith; in '46-8 member of the S.F. 
firm of Ward k S., owning lota and building a house, besides servLog as capt. 
of volunteers in Marston^s Sta Clara campaign, v. 381, 539, 679, 681, 6*1. 
In '48 he married the widow of Capt. Hinckley, and in '49 moved to Mar- 
tinez. After a while he went to the had altogether, being a violent and dan- 
gerous man when intoxicated, and about '54 he killed hiuiself. S. (^\*m 
Taylor}, 1846, lieut on the U.S. Dale. Smyth (Wm), 1826, mate of the 
Blomo^. iii. 121; artist from whose drawings Forbes' Ctdiftymia. was illua- 
tratcd. iv. 151. 

Snitter (Lewis), 1847, Co. E, W.Y.YoL (v. 499). Snook (Joseph Fran- 
cisco), 1830, Engl, nir of the Ayacucho. who had been on tho Mes. coast in 
Virmond'a employ since '24. iii. 140, ISO. He was naturalized in '33, and in 
'SS-D mr of the Oatalina. iii. 381; iv. 102, 117- In '38 ho purchased of Beny 
a rancho at Ft Keyes or Tomalcs, confirmed nest year by the diputacion. Be- 
fore this time ho had married Marfa Antonia, daughter of J.B.Alvaradoof S. 
Diego, and he talked of quitting the sea and forming a partnership with 
Fitch; but in '40-2 he commanded the JfSuen Guiptizcoana. iv, 12, 104, 305, 
-566; and the Juanita in '46. In '42 he waa grantee of the S, Bernardo rancho, 
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S, Diego, iv, 621, where he lived with hia family, dying suddenly in April *47 
or *48» Hia widow uiarriod Henry Clayton. SnDwfA.)^ lS47i at Benicia. B. 
Tribune. S. (B. F.K 1848, passp. from Hon, S. (K- D.), 1848^ ditto, S. 
(Ze'-uova, 8.). I84S. of the Mormon colony, v. 546; in Utah 'S4- 

Snyder (Elijah), 1S47, Co. E, N.T.VoL (v, 499); atTi^nton, N.J., 15, 
S, (Jacob R.), 1845, oat. of Pa, and oTerL immi^. of the Swaaey-Todd party. 
iv, 576, C87- Mentioned at Sta CJruz and various other points in '45-6, em- 

Sloyed as a STLweyor. v, 654,641. Ho served asquartcrmaBterinFauntleroy's 
ragoona. v. 293-4; and later in the CaL Bat., ranking aa major, t. 360. In 
*47 he was appointed surveyor for the middle department of Cal., and also 
commissioned to investigate charges against Alcalde Nash of Sonoma, v. GIO, 
465. In '48-9 with Reading and HcDsley he had a trading poat at Sacramento, 
and was a member of the constit, convention; from *50 memh, of a S.P. finn; 
in ^52-3 state senator; in *o3-60 treasurer of the U.S. mint at S.F. About ^02 
he retired for the moat part from public life to a rancho at Sonoma, where he 
died in 78 at the age of 65, He waa a man of fine personal appearance, of 
good abilities, of excellent cbaracter, and of well-deserved popularity. Por- 
tr^b in Colton^a ThrtG Fea^s; SonOTii'x Go. Hist. His Isb wife, of '50, was 
Susan H, Brayton; the 2d, of '74, was Rachel J. Scars; and he had no chil- 
dren, S. (John), 1846, of the Donner party from 111., killed byKeed on the 
Humboldt before reaching Cal. v. 530, 532. S. (John), 1847, Co. E, Morm. 
Bat, (v, 409), 

Soberanes, occupant of Saiiaal rancho ^3. ii. 616, 664, S. (Agustin), 
airviente at Sta Clara 1776, I 306;' still at S. JoaS 1794. S. (Ezequiel), 
son of Mariano, volunteer officer under Castro at the taking of Los An;^, 
'45, iv. 492. S. (Feliciano), at Mont. '26, and regidor '29-30. ii. 612; 
grantee of Alisal '34. iii. 67G; named in thepadronof '36asanat. of CaJ., age 
47, wife Maria Ant Rodriguez, child. Josefa b. '13, FAnfilo '15, Gabriela IS, 
Franciaoo '19, Joafi Ant. ^21, Joafi Maria '23, Cjlrmen '25, Mariano '28, Feliciano 

'29, Jos6 Andrfe '31, Francisca '32, and Joa^ Mateo '33. Alcalde in '38-9. iii. 

675, 697; grantee of S. Lorenzo in '41, iv. G56; and in '41-5 the admin, of 
Soledad miseion, of which estate he became the owner, iv. 194, 559, 660-1 ; v. 
558, 637,641; being in '45 jnez 2° at Hont., iv. 653, 656, where he Htill lived 
in '51. S. (Francisco), grantee of Sanjon de Sta Kita, Merced, '41. iv. 673. 
S. (Guadalupe), alf^rez of auxiliary cavalry '45-6. t. 41; in Mont, Co, '50_ 
S. (Joa^ Ant.), mentioned at Sutter's fort '47, S. (Joafi Marfa), a soldier cf 
the Ist exped. of 1769-74; at Solcdad 1791 et seq.; in 1795 an invAlido in 
possession of the Buenaviata rancho, Mont, i. 683, 441, 499, Prob, ancestor 
of most of the Soberanes here registered. S. (JosS M.), eon of Feliciano, 
ment. in '46. v. 41, S. (Josefa), daughter of Feliciano, grantee of Loa 
Coches '41. iv, 65o. S. (Juan), sub-lieut of militia '46. v. 41; went with 
Flores to Mex. '47, v, 407, S. (Mariano), soldier of the S.F. comp. '19-21 ; 
In '23 alcalde of Mont, sindico '27, alcalde '29-30. ii- 611-12; iii. 49, 76. 82, 
194; iu '35 admin, of S. Antonio, iii. 354, 687-8; in '36 living at Alisal, ago 
40, a widower — hia wife had been a danghter of Ignacio VaHejo — 7 chiliL 
Mariano b, "19, Juau ^1, Ezequiel '23, Tomda '25, Guadalupe '28, Victor '29, 
Ignacio '31. In '42 he was grantee of Los Ojitos rancho. iv. 655; in *45 juez. 
at S. Mignel. iv, 660, In '46 he was arrested with his aona, and his property 
at Los Ojitc^ destroyed by Fremont, v. 374, 464, for which Don Mariano had 
a Cal. claim of $19,930, of which $423 was paid (v. 462). He waa cl. for Los 
Ojitos in '52, and tho rancho ia still owned by hie sons in '85, S. (MarianoJ, 
son of the preceding; grantee of S. Bernardo rancho '41 — tbough this may 
have been the father, iv. 655. He was somewhat active in the final campaign 
of Natividad against the Amer. v. 290, 367; and was still iu Mont. Co, *78. 
Hia son, Clodomiro, waa for a short time employed in my Library, andasmall 
collection of Doc, Hist, Cal. bcara hia name. S. (Fdnfilo), son of Feliciano^ 
juez de paz at Mont. '43; cnatom-boase guard at Mont, and S.F, *44-5, iv. 
667, 653, 656. S. (Tomiia), clerk in the Mont, custom-house '44. iv. 431? 
went to Mex. with Flores '47» t. 407. Sobradelas (Pablo), 1825, Span, marine 
fmm the Aquilett: ordered to depart in '28-30. iii.fil'-2. Sohna (John), 1847, 
Co, D, N.Y.Vol, (V, 499). 
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Sola (FauBtino), 1786, Spaji, friar who served for brief terms at S, Luia 
Ok and S.I\, retiring in 1790, and dying at the college of S. Fernando m 
Hex. 1820. He was a brother oE Gov, Sola. i. 388, 423, 469-70, 474; ii. 471. 
S, (Pablo Vicente), Span, lieut-col, who ruled Cal. aa gov. from Aug. 15, '15, 
to Nov, 22, '22, being promoted to colonel in '19, and Tcaviog Cal. as dip. to 
the Mex. congreaa in '22. Except that he vtR.a a member of the junta de Cal. 
in Mex. in'25, iii. 3-5, nothingia definittly known of hia later life. For his life 
andcharacter. Bee ii, 470-3; on his rule ii» Cal, ii. 208-470, passim; niiscel, men- 
tion, i. 662; ii. 78, 188, 479, 485, 514, 562, 565-6, 569, 571> 580, 687, 604. 607, 
616,642,674,676; iii. 3, 5, 11, 33, 109. Solano (Frandeco),Ind, chief of tbe 
SuiBunea, who from '35 was an ally of Vallejo at Sonoma, doing more than 
any other to keep the Ind. of the northern frontier in order, iil. 295, 360, 598; 
71-3, 444, 674. He was the grantee of Suisun rajicho in '42. Hia original 
name was Numa or Tetoy, and the name Solano, given htm at baptism from 
that of the miesioD, passed from him to the county. I have norccord showing 
the date of his death. Hia widow, IsLdora, was still living at Sonoma in 74, 
at an advanced age, and furnished a Rtlacion that ia not without intere&t. 
Solar {Jos^ Maria), at Branciforte '30. ii. 627. Solarea (Pedro), soldier at 
the Colorado Eiv. puebloa 1780-L i, 359, Solas (Matiaa), eirviente at Sole- 
dad 1791-1800. i, 499, 

Soler (Juan), 1774, guarda'almacen at Mont, i, 224. There was some com- 
plaint of his unfitness for the place in '78-9; and he died at Wont, in '81. S. 
(NicoMa), 17S1, Span, capt. who held the position of ayudante-inapector of the 
Cal, troops in '81-8; & prominent officer and inveterate fault-finder, generally 
in. trouble hecauee things were going to the dogs. He became comandante at 
Tucaon, and died in ^90, Biog, i. 397-8; ment, i, 334, 370, 3b3, 385, 392-6, 
411, 443, 451, 462-3, 467, 471-2, 479, 484, 676; ii. 671. S. (Pablo), 1792, 
surgeon of the Cal. troops at Mont, to ISOO. i. 439, 601, 679-^0, Soleto 
(Juan), doubtful, *46. v, 162, Solis (Joaquin), 1825, Mex. convict who in 
^ headed a revolt of Califomian aoldiera, and in '30 was sent as a prisoner 
toMex. Forfullaccountof the revolt, see iii. 68-35; mention of SoHs. ii. 576^ 
591, 60i, 615, 664s "i- 16, 149. Sol6rzaDO (Francisco), settler at Loa.Ang. 
'10. ii. 350. S, (Jofi6 Antonio], aergt of tJieWont. eomp. '32-3, iJi,671, 673, 
S. (Ramon), aoldier of the S.F. comp, '39^2; at Sonoma *44, age 19. 

Somera (JoB*5 Antonio Fernandez, or Angel), 1771, Span, friarat H, Gabriel^ 
forced by illness to retiro in '72, i. 137, 176, 187-9, 192-3, Somera (Fred. )^ 
1847, Co, B, N.Y.Vol, (v. 499). Somoza (Antonio Maria), 1842, Mex. lieut 
in the batallon fijo '42-5, adjutant, inatmetor, and com. at Los Ang, '44-5; 
still in Cal. '46. iv. 289,354,407, 538; v. 41, Soncho (Francisco), juezdepaz 
at S,F, '42, iv, 666, 667. Soret (Angelina), 1847, owner of a S.F. lot. So- 
ria (t'ranciscol, alcalde of Mont. (?), '29. ii. 612; in '28 reaid. of Branciforte, 
wife Rita Pinto, child. Josd, Cecilia, Cirmen, and Gregorio; juea de paa at 
B. '32, regidor *38, juea de campo '43, 2d alcalde *45, iii, 588, 696-7; iv. 663- 
4; in '45 at B., ago '50, wife Guadalnpo Juarez, child. JoadAnt. b. *27, Mi- 
guel '33, Cinedal?) »36, Jos^ '44, Cecilia ^28, Benita 'Z5, Prudencia '37. S, 
(Jos^), at Branciforte '45, wife Maria de Jesus Kobles, child. Eefugio '43, Te- 
resa '44. S. (Juan Jos6), alcalde of Mont, ^28. ii. 612; and prob. '29. Sosa 
(Mariano), visiting Dominican friar at S. Gabriel '31-2. iii. 641, 

Sotelo (Franeiaco), settler at Loa ^Jlg. 1803. ii. 350. S. (Gabriel), ditto 
"15. ii, 360. S. (Gabriel), S,F. militiaman '37. 8, (Jos^), at S. Bernardino 
*46, age 45. S. (Josd Maria), at Branciforte '45, age 50, wife Encamacion. 
S. (Juan), soldier in S.F, comp, '42, militia S.F, '37. S, (Mariano), soldier 
of S.P. comp. '34-9, 8. (Pedro D.), at Los Ang, '46. S. (Ramon), settler 
at Loa Ang, 1805; killed at Purisima '24, ii. 350, 412, 529, 566. In '17 P. 
Payeraa writes of him aa *el famoeo criminal de California.* Miguel Sotelo, 
perhaps bis descendant, wa£ a famous outlaw killed by the sheriff at Los 
Ang. in 78. S. (Venaacio), at Los Ang. '48. S. (Vicente), at S. Bern, '40. 
age 22, 

Soto, sailor sirviente at Sta Cruz. i. 496. S. (Andres), at Mont, ^8; sopl, 
jaez of ranches '46, v. 637. S. (Antonio), settler at S. Joa^ before 1800, 
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T^lidor 1809-1 0, alcalde '13, dying suddenly lo that year. I Tl6; U. 134, 37». 
S. (Antonio), Boldier of S.F. comp. '19-29; in *41 nt S. Joa^, age 42, wife 
Marfa G. Brioues, chUd. Ramon b. '22, Eaimnnda '27, Angel '28, Nievca 'SO, 
Coneepcion '32, Franciaco '39, Felipa '40. S. (Antonio 2d), aoldier of the 
S.P. comp, '19-^27. S. (Bernardino), had a Cal, claim '46-7 of J873 (v. 462). 
8. (Casilda), grantee of I^ Merced^ Loe Ang-, '44. iv. 635. S. (Caaimiro), at 
Mont, '36, age 28, wife Eleuteria Caatro, child Maria Trinidad b. '34. S. 
(Domingo), at i^. Joad '41, age 22; and living with him Jesus, age IS, Fernando 
12, and Joa^ Ant. 14. S. (Eufemio), juez de wmpo Mont. '37. iit. 675. S. 
(Eugenio), body found hanging at Sta Cnia '38. tii. 697. S. (Eugenio), at 

Brandforte '45, age 40, wif e , child. Rainonft b. *35, Juana '37, Rosalia '40, 

and JoBofa '44. S. (Euaebio), militiaman at S.F. '37: owner of a town lot 
'45. iv. 669; v. 685, S. (FeHpe), at S.F. '37^4. S. (Fernando), owner of 
a Russian Eiver rancho '46. Haven. S. (Flores), at Los Ang. '46. 

Soto (Franciaco), lat child b. at S.F. 1776, son of Igaacio. He became a 
soldier in the 8.P. comp., was a corp. in 1310, and was promoted to sergt for 
bravery in an Ind. campaign of that year; aJso made an exped. in '13, and 
another in *20. ii. 91, 204, 324, a'39. He waspraeibly the Fran. g. atS. Matias 
rancho, Mont., '36, age 07, child Lorenzo b. '21. S, (Francisco), corp. in S.F. 
comp, '19; aergt '20-5; ment. in '27-8. ii. 584, 592; iii. 66-7, 111, 156. I am 
unable to distinguish the different men bearing this name. S. (Francisco), 
grantee of Bolaa Nneva rancho '29. ii. 615, 664. S. (Francisco), corp. dtf^ 
of woundfl received in an Ind. esped, '29. iii. 111-13. S. (Francisco), afc 
Mont. '36, age 28, wife Maria de Los Angeles, child. Ascension b. '32, Trini- 
f^id '34, (Sertradis '36. S. (Francisco), at S. Jos^ '41, age 34, wife Barbara 
Castro, child. Ana Maria b, '34, Francisco '36, Vicente ^Ss, Encarnacion '39; 
in '42-4 grantee of S. Lorenzo, Alameda Co., for which hia widow was el. in 
'52. iv. 673. S. (Francisco), at S. Job6 '41, age 24. S. (Franciaco), grantee 
of 8. Vicente, Mont., '35-42. iii. 678. S. (Franciaco), proh. sonjooneof the pre- 
ceding; sergt of the Mont comp. '35-fl. iii. 671 ; a supporter of Alrarado and 

comiaario de policfa. iii. 461, 675j ment. as lieut in ^39, iii. 588; admin, of 
Sta Cruz '39^10. iii. ^5; went to Mex. with Covarrobias in '40. iv. 13, 15, 
24; but is ment. again in '42. iv. 308. 

Soto (Gervasio), soldier of the S.F, comp. '19^1 ; reaid. of Brandforte *36. 
iii. 697; atS.F.ago54 in '44; at S. Jos6 '45. iv. 686. S. (Gaillermo), soldier 
of the S> Bnen. eaeolta 1786, ^vhen his wife, Kicolasa Ramirez, died; settled 
atLos Ang. 1739. iL 349; alcalde in '^ and 1809. i. 661; ii. 110. S. (Igna- 
cio), soldier of S.F. comp. from 177G; in 1793 at S, Jos^, wife Barbara E^pi-. 
ijosa, child. Antonio b. 76, Francisco Maria '77, Bimaso '78. Isidore '80, 
Joaefa (who married Joafi Sanchea) '83, Joaqnin '84, JoaS Francisco, Hafaela, 
Bemarda, TomSs, Juan, Rafaol, and Dolores, i. 291, 477. S. (Ignactor, 
soldier of the S.F, comp. '24-30. S. ilgnacio). corp. at Mont- *36, age 22. 
S. (Ignacio), soldier at Moot. '36, age 26. S. (Ignacio), at 8. Jos^ '41, age 
33, wife Teresa Martinez, S. (letdoro), soldtct retired with rank of lieut 
'44. iv. 408; in '36 at Mont., age '55, wife Marcela Linares; married eons 
Lizaro and Joaquin, 

Soto (Jeaus), aergt who went to Mex. with Castro '40; anx, de poliefa '46 
at Mont. iv. 13, 30; v. 637, S. (Joaquin), son of Isidoro, at Mont. '36, age 
33, wife Dolores Cantua, child. Joaquin b. '24, Luiaa '26, Barbara '27, Josefa 
'32, Laran (?) '34; possibly the grantee of Piojo in '42. iv. 655; juez de paz at 
S. Juan K '46. v. 640; and stiifinMont. Co. '51. S. (Joaguin), son of Igna- 
cio; married at 8. Job6 1803 to Maria de la Luz Berreyeaa. ii, 133. S. (Joa- 
qnin), resid. of Branciforto '30, if. 627. S. (Joaquin), juez de cainpo at Los 
Cameros, Mont., '33. iii. 674. S. (Joaquin), at ff. Matias rancho *36, age 51, 
wife Juana Butron, child. Barbara b. *24, Antonia *25, Peograoias ^8, Maria 
"30, Adclaida '31, Maria '33, Salvador '34. iii. 678. S. (Joaquin), at S, Ber- 
nardino *46, age 35. S. (Joaquin), grantee of CaQada-de la C^rpinteria '45^ 
iv. 655. 

Soto (Jos^) soldier of tho S.F. comp. ^21-9. S. (Joa^ Maria), settler at 
Los Ang. *15. ii. 349. S. (Josefa), grantee of Capay rancho '35-44, iii. 7U; 
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IT. 671. S» (Juanl soldier of the S.F, cooip. 'J9-24; in %} at 8, Joa*5, age 
55t wife Petra Pacheco, child. Joe^ b. *19, Francisco ^25, Jos^ Ignacio '30, 
Guadalupe '^3, Silverio ^34, and Juana *35, S, (Ldzaro), son ot laidro, at 
Mont. '36, age 34, wife Solecita Cantera, child. Isidro b. '28, General (?) '31, 
Ramon '34, andjoaqcin '35; grantee of Canada de la Segunda '39. iiL 677; at 
Mont. '46. S. (Lorenzo), at the Natividad fight '40» v. 368; in the south '47- 
V. 389-90; cl for Loa Vallecitoa '52. iii. 612, S. (Luis), at S.F. '42, age 23. 
S, (Majiuel), soldier of the S.F. comp. '2;*-31, S. (Manuel), at BraQciforte 
'26. S. (Maria Ant. Mesa de), widowat S. Joad '41, age 39, child. Juan Cap. 
h. ^23, Jcaus '25, Dolores '27, Juau Cria. '29, Francisco '31, Jos6 Ignacio '33, 
Patricio '35, Jos^ Cniz '37, and Celia '39. S. (MoUton), in the Soha revolt of 
'29, sent to Mex. iii. 73, 77-8, S2-5. S. (MiUno), Mex. soldier at Mont. '36, 
age 33. S. (Pedro), soldier at S.F. '42. S. (Rejifl),HettleratLo3 Aug. 1789. 
L 461. 8. (Raimundo), worked forLarkin '48 on hia rancho. 3- (Kamon), 
at S.F, '44, age 20. S, (Teodora)» grantee of Canada del Hambre aiid Laa 
Eolens, Contra Costa, in '42. iv. 671, S. (Tiburcio), at Mont. '36, age 30, 
wife Conccpcion ZuHiga, child. Jos^ de Jesua b. '29, Kaimundo '30, Viaenta 
'33, Juliana '34, and Miguel '35. iSoner^'oit (Alex.), 1847, Co, E, N.Y. Vol. 
(v. 499); at Lob Aug. '77. Sout (W.), 1849, Cal. Bat., Co. B, artilL (v. 358>. 
Southward (Chaa C), 1S47, clerk for Parker at S.F.; owner of town lots; in 
'48 trader at Kapa in partnership with Swaaey. v. 670; at Yallejo after '50; 
Trinidad '54; VaUejo '77. Southwick (John), 1846, carpenter on the U.S. 
Congress; capt. ajid chief engineer in Stockton'a Bat, '46-7. v, 385, South- 
worth (Eli), 1838, nat, of Mass,, visited Cal. from Hon. on the i>. Quixote, 
and pos^bly earlier, '33-6, on the Loriot. iy. 103, 119, 141, In '43-5 he lived 
at S.r. as a partner in Paty's husincsa, being named in the padronof '44aa25 
3'ears old- Aiter '48 he engaged in the lumber buaiuess; and from '53 he lived 
with William H. Davis at S. Leandro until hia death in '67. Souaa (Wm>, 
1847, Portuguese fnitt-dealer at Sta Clara '63-76. 

Spalding (Josiah), 1840, mr of the Lauianne, in trouble with the author- 
ities. iv, 104, 121, 171—4. A Mass. man who died about '70; hia daughter at' 
Mont, in '84. 8. (J. C), 1848, paasp, from Hon. Sparka (Isaa<; J. |, 1832. 
nat. of Me, and long a reaid. of St Louia, Mo. , who came from N. Mex. with 
Young'a party of trappers, iii. 368,408. He engaged in otter-hunting on the 
coast, and in 34 seema to have made a trip to K. Mex., or at least got a paaa, 
iii. 305; in '35 aiding in the removal of Ind. from S. NicoMs isl. iii. 361, G52. 
From '35 lie lived at Sta B,, keeping a atore from '36 in a house boQght of 
Foxen, but devoting himself mainly to otter- hunt lug, for which he received 
several licenses, iv, SI, 117; aaked for naturalization in '37, estimating Ms 
property at $2,000; grantee of a rancho in '39, he having become a catholic be- 
fore '36. He waa not arreated in '40. iv, 24; hut in '41 was in aome trouble be- 
cause of a young woman who bore him two children, iv. 280. being threatened 
withafineof S19{l)if hedidnot put an end to the scandal, and the woman be- 
ing 6nally exiled to Loa Ang. In 43 he waa grantee of Huaana rancho, 8. Luia 
Ob., for which he was later cL aa also for Piamo. iv. 655; iii. (j78. He served 
rather unwillingly under Fremont for a time in '46-7, had a Cal. claim of aome 
$900 (v. 462), and in '47 waa sent to Cov. Ma^on to ei^plain the state of af^ira 
at Sta B. V. 584. He gave up hunting, except as a pastime, after '48; made 
an unsuccessful trip to the mines; and later led the life of a prosperous ran- 
chero in 8, Luia Ob. Co. till hia death in '67 at the age of 63. He was re- 
garded as an honest and active man. His portrait was published in the Heitpe- 
rian of '59, with a sketch of hia early life. A family la mentioned in the later 
years, but I find no record to show whom be married. S. (Mary), 1846, of the 
Mormon colony with children. v^546; daugUterof MraHamilton; notnamed 
in the Honolulu list; and possibly wife of Q. S. S. (Quartus S.), 1S46, of 
the Mormon colony, with wife and child. v_ 546. Called also Q. L. and Q. C. ; 
nat. of Conn,, teacher and preacher, who seems to have left the church; said 
to have been a lawyer at S.F. in later years, but not in the directories. S. 
(Stephen), 1846, sailor on the Dale. Sparrowhawk, 1846 (?), mr of the J6- 
veu Onipnicoana, who settled at 8tockton, and died '61 aco. to newspapen. 
SpatB (Conrad), 1847, Co. B, N.Y.Vol, (v. 499); kiUcd in L. Cal, *47. 
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Spear (Nathan), 1623, cat. of Boston, dnigffiat'a clerk with hia brother 
Paul in B-t who made a trip to the Sandw. lot in '19, and another on the 
Hover in '23, touching at Mont. In ^29 he came again to the Islnnds, in ^30 
married Jane Holmes, and in '32 came to Cat. in time to join the comp. ex- 
tranjera at Mont., iii. 221, 408, where he opened a Btore, obtaining a carta, 
and owning a ecbooner, the Nicol<XSy which ran to Sta Cruz, iv. S3, 141, His 
name occurs often in commercial records of each year, and I have many of his 
letters. In '36 he formed a partnership with Lccso and Hinckley to open a 
store at S.F., whither he moved in '3S, leading his Mont store In charge of 
Wm Warren. At this time tho partnership was broken up by a quarrel over 
$13,000 of profits, but Spear continued the business in the store at the cor. of 
JJontgomery and Clay streets; transferred the Nicolas to S.F. bay for the 
collection of prodnce, adding tho Inabel to the fleet — Wm H. Davis, hia 
nephew and clerk, being generally in com. of one of the schooners; and bniit 
a mule-power grist-mill; being arrested as a matter of form in '40. iii, 705, 
703; iv. 17, 82, 116, 130, 245, 250, 068; v. 681. In '45 he was injured by Cal- 
iforBiana in an assault on Capt. Libby. iv. o6^» 665-6; and is named as a wit- 
ness at the Eae inquest, iv. 593. In '46-7 he is named aa owner of lots, 
candidate for alcalde, and taking some slight part in politics, v, 295, 45fi, 
6S0-1; but on account of ill-health moved to Napa Val, with his family in 
'46, denouncing a guicksilver mine on the Bale rancho. He returned to y.F. 
at the end of '48, and died there Oct, '49 at the age of 47. He waa an enter- 
prising man of business, honorable in his dealings, gentlenjanly in his man- 
ners, and scholarly in his tastes though of limited education. He never became 
a Mes. citizen, and therefore obtained no land grant. His wife, a half-breed 
Hawaiian, died in Napa '48; and there was one son, William N., b. at Napa 
*4G, who in 78 gave meavalnable collection of his father's Papers, Hedied be- 
fore '84. Spect (Jcaiaa], 1848, nat. of Fa, who came overland to Or. in '47, 
and to S.F. on the Henry, possibly at the end of '47. In *48 he was a very 

successful miner, being tho diacoverei" of gold on the Yuba. Ho kept u at^^ro 

at Sacramento; waselected to the Iststate senate; was a founder of Tr^mant, 
where be lived till '66; a resid. of Vernon till about '68, when he moved to 
Uolnsa, dying there in '83 at the age of 66, Portrait in Colusa Co, Hut. , 42 ; 
Yolo Co. UinL, 26; see also Htt^. Or., this series, p. 629. Speddmg (Mat- 
thew), 1848, Eugl. farmer in Sta Clara Tfi. Speidcn (Wm), 1846, purser ou 
the U.S. Congress; commissary in Stockton's Bat.; witness at the Fremont 
court-martial, v. 385, 420. 

Spence (David), 1824, nat. of Scotland, who had lived a few years at Lima, 
and came to Cal. on the Pkarro to superintend the meat-packing establish- 
ment of Begg & Co. at Mont. ii. 510, 526. In '27 he started in business for 
himself, iii, 128, aaid was prosperous from the beginning, being cautious, close, 
and energetic. His name often appears in the records of each year, end I have 
many of liis business letters. In '2S he was baptized at Sta Cruz as David 
Est^vau; in '29 marned Adelaida, daughter of Mariano Estrada, taking an 
activepartin the protection of Mont, during the Solia revolt, iii. 71,74, 82, 49; 
ii. 609; and was naturalized in '30. In '34-9 he was grantee of Encinal y Bueua 
Esperanza rancho, of which he was cl. and permanent owner, iii. 677; in '35 
alcalde, iii. 673. In '^ he was a member of the diputacion, and in this and 
the following years was secretly a supporter of Alvarado's govt, choosing not 
to act openly aa a member of the ^congress,' yet exerting quietly much in- 
fluence in municipal and legislative matters, iii. 426,464-5,400,469,501,624; 
iv. 86, 116, 148. He was elector and juez de paa in '39-40, furnishing infor- 
mation to Laplace, giving Sutter a le tter of introduction, and doubtless favor- 
ing the exile of Graham and his vagabonds, iii, 675-6; iv, 6-9, 1^, 136, 154- 
5; raent. '41-2. iv, 212, 309-10; in U3-5 member of tiio junta departamental. 
iv. 361, 411, 425, 521, 540; in '45 in com. of the foreign guard to protect 
Mont, during the Micheltorena troubles, being also appointed prefect by Gov. 
Pico, but apparently dedining the office. iv> 515, 522, 653. In *46, though 
popularly believed to have intrigued for an English protectorate, he was re- 
garded by Larkin as friendly to the U.S., was member of the council alter the 
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change of fiag, and of the legislative council in '47. v. 28, 61, 68, 2:^4, 289, 
423, 637. He subsequently served as prefect in '49-50, and as county super- 
visor in '5S-60. About '48 he save up his mercantile enterprises, and devoted 
himself chiefly to the care of hia estate and the raising of live-stock. In '73 
he furnished mo some hriof Historical Notes, and died in 75 at tJie age 
of 77- Don David had an excelionfc rc];mtation among the pioneers of Gal., few 
exerting so wide and good an influence. While not exactly popular by reason 
of his conservatism and closeness in money rnatters, obstinate as any of hia 
race, and making enemies as well as friends, he yet merited and received tho 
respect of alL classes. Hls wife sorvived him but a month, and his only son 
David, bom in '30 and educated at Honolulu, iv, 103, died in '63, lea^/ing 3 
sons and a daaghter, who inherited their grandfather's large estate. 

Speace(Geo.), 1846, Co. E, Cal. Bat.^ enlisting at Sonoma in Oct. (v, H58). 
S. (Robert), 1S46, ditto; in the mines *48. Spencer, 1S39 (?), on board the 
Boston trader Sophia, ace. to the S, Biego World of Feb- 15, '73, when S. re- 
visited S.D. S., 1809-10 {?)» bunter reported to have been in Cal. ii. 80, 
S. (Oscar H.},1S46, Irishman on roll of Soc. Cal. Fion.; d. at Vallejo 76, age 
52. S. (Wm W.), 1847, Co. D, Morm. Eat. (v. 469). Sptdle (John), 1847, 
Co. S, ditto; badly hurt at Loa Angeles. Spiel (Henry), 1845, ovcrl. immig. 
of tho Swasey'Todd party, iv. 576, 587 (.though Jolm H. Brown says that ho 
went to Or. and caane to Cal, in '46). He served in Co. B, artilU of the Cal. 
Bat. (v. 353), and settled at Sta Craz, where, aco. to Brown, he was accident- 
ally killed about *63. Spitler (John), J846, Co. E, Cal. Bat., enlisting at 
SonomainOct, (v, 358). Spitten (John D.), 1846, Co. C, 1st U.S. dragoons 
(v. 336J. Spitler (Aogaat), 1846, German immig. of the Donner party, who 
died in the mts, v. 531, 534. Spooner, 1848, from Hon. on the SagudoJioc; 
perhaps Sam. B, at S. Job^ '50, 

Sprague (Eichard D.), 1847, Co. C, Morm. Bat., musician (v. 469); reenl.; 
at Brigham City, Utah, '82. S. (Thomas), 1848, doubtful date in a news- 
paper sketch. Spriggs (Thos), 1847, died in SonoraaCo.*oL Spring, 1848, 
mr of the Huntress, v. 678, Springer (James Peter), 1841 , nat. of Ky, ond 
overl. inunig. of the Bartleson party, iv. 270, 255, 279. He returned east in 
*42. iv, 342; is eaid to have made the overl. trip several times, being engaged in 
promoting immigration; and dually came to CaL with his family in '52, set' 
tling at Saratoga, Santa Clara Co., and being a member of the legislature of 
'59. Ho died in '61, leaving a widow and daughter. An account of the trip of 
*41, by him, is given in Taylofs Biscov. and Founders. S. (Lewis), 1847, 

S sinter at Mont. '47-50. Sproston, 1847, mid. on the U.S. Independence^ 
quires, 1848, saddler at Sutter's fort. 
Stack (Garrett}, 1847, Co. E, N.Y. Yol. {v, 499). StadmuUer (Joseph), 
1847, Co. F, Iflt U.S. artiU. (v. 618), Stagg (Wm), 181G> sailor on tlio 
Albatross. iL 275. Stall (Alfred B.), 1847, Co. I, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); cI. 
before ^2, SUndage (Henry), 1847, Co. E, Morm. Bat. (v. 469); in Ariz, 
'82. Stanley, 1845, in Sutter^s employ *45-6. iv. 578, S. (Fabius), 1S4C, 
lieuton the U.S. i*aJe;nat, o£ N,C.; later war-admiral; at Washington, D.C., 
79. S. (John M, ), 1846, nat. of N.Y. and artist with Keamy from N. Mes. 
v. 337i owner of S.F. lot '47. v. 676; went by eea to Or. and thence to the 
islands; in '51-2 connected with tho survey of the Northern Pac. K, E-; d. 
at Detroit '72. S. (J. R.), 1846, at Sta Cruz *81, S. J. Pion. An R. Stanley 
of '44 ia also mentioned in '78. Id. S. (Joseph), 1842, sailor on tho United 
States; at Reno, Nev., *83. S. (Simeon), 1840, of the Mormon eolony; did 
not come to Cal. v. 547. Stanly, 1846, overl. immig. v. 528, who joined 
the Cal. Bat. (v, 358), and died on the march south in Dec. Stanton (Ghas 
Tyler), 1846, nat. of N.Y. and overl. immig. of the Douner party from 
Chicago. He crossed the Sierra to Sutter's fort and went back to aid tho party, 
though he had no relatives among the number. Again he volunteered to cross 
the mta for succor, but died in the attempt, v. 531-2, 534, 637. Portrait in 
McGlashan^s Hist. I have a long letter from his brother, Philip V- N. Stanton, 
to Geo. McKinstiy iu '48, coutaiaing much information about the young man's 
life, character, and family. 
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Stai^enigge (John), 1847i Bhingl^-maker at Mission 3- Jos^. Stark 
(Bcnj. P.), ]tf47, from Hon, on the Cjtrrmcy L(wt, returning on tbe Tonhiu 
S. (Daniel), 184fi, of the Mormon colony, with wife and two children, v. 547; 
owner of a S. F, lot '47. v. 082; builder of a sdiool-hoaee, v. t»S6; commia- 
Btonerto settle the affairs of Itrann&n &Co-i member of theS> F^ council in '49; 
iiv-iiigmUtah'84, S. (Rcary), \S47,Co, B,N.Y. VoL (v. 499), S, (John 
S. ), 1846, nat. of Ky and overL immig. with M. D. Bitchie, whose daughter, 
Mary J., wa* liia wife, v, 529. He took part in measures for the relief of tlie 
Donner party, v. 540-1; settled in Knights Valley; county judge of Napa 
'5Q-\; memb. of tho legislature '51, '65-6; lived near Caliatoga '51-68; in 
Lake Co. from '68 to tia death at Gucnoc in '74, leaving a widow and 8 chil- 
dren. Starke (Fred,), 1845, German sailor who deserted from a whaler at 
Sauzalito. iv. 687; a rancheromdifferent parts of Sonoma Co.; miner in ^48-9; 
in '80 on a farm near Petaluma with his wife Mina Hastier. Storkey, 1848, 
Engl, merchant of the S-F. firm of S-, Jaiiion, & Co. v. 678, 680; d, at S.P. 
abont '50. Stayton (James), 1847, Co. B, N.Y. Vol (v. 499), d. on the 
Calaveras '52. 

Stearns (Abel), 1829, nat. of Mass. who had lived 3 years inMex,, where he 
was naturalized in '28, and arrived at Monterey in July ^29. lii. J79. He 
came with the intention oE obtaining a large tract of land, to be selected in the 
Sac. or S. Joaq. valleys, which, apparently in paj^ment of some claim, the 
Mey. govt, had offered him. His associate m this scheme was Geo. W. Ayres, 
q.^', Being meanwhile for a year or two in the employ of Capt. Cooper, Steams 
Eecms to have selected his land, or at least to have reached a pointwhere the 
action of the diputacion was remiircd, and in urging a meeting of that body 
he excited the enmity of Gov. Victoria, by whom he was hanisbcd to the 
frontier to return as one of the leading inciters of the revolution of '31. iii. 49, 
179, 193-4, 200-2, 630. Nothing more is heard of the land project; and in 
*33 S. settled &t Loa Ang. as a trader, I have much of hia busiueBH corre- 
spondence from year to year. In *34 he obtained a town lot, and alao ib build> 
ingat S. Pedro, which ho enlarged and used as a warehouse. His dealinga 
were chiefly in hides Mid liquors; and from '3o he was often in trouble by 
reason of smuggling operations; and also in '^5 severely wounded in a quarrel 
about a barrel of wiho sold to Wm Day. iii. 375,417,631-2,641; iv. 95,116, 
208. Don Abel was, perhaps, not more addicted to contraband trade than 
Larkin, Fitch, Spencc, and others, but he was less cautious and less fortu- 
nate in keeping on the right side of the authorities. In '30 he was siudico. iii. 
636; and for some reason that ia not very clear, but perhaps for his agency in 
the matter of tho vigilantes, was ordered to leave Ca3. by Gov. Cnico, be- 
coTuiug in this and the next few years a strong supporter, in a quiet way, of 
AWarado, even ae against Carlos CarriUo. iii. 197. 424, 428-9, 501, 565. In 
^39 his name is mentioned in connection with the flag tumult, id. 589; in '42 
entertained Com. Jtincs. iv. 321; sent gdd from tho S. FrancisquJto placers 
to the Philadelphia mint, iv. 297; ana purchased the Alamitos rancho and 
its live-stock for |6,000 as a foundation for hie future lauded wealth. He 
was somewhat active m the movemout against Oov. Micheltorena in '45, be- 
ing also a snplente of the assembly, iv. 493, 497, 508, 540. In '46 be was sub- 
prefect and also worked earnestly — botli as a foe of Mex. and friend of the 
U.S. — to further the plans of Larkin, by whom he was formally appointed a 
aub- confidential agent of the U.S. His efforts and those of his chief were de- 
feated at the last by Stockton's perversity, if, indeed, there was any remain- 
ing J)ope of success after the rascally acta of Fremont and his associates, v, 
50, 6,?, 66, 71, 231, 264, 271-2, 625. lu the warlike events of *4e-7 ho re- 
maiued neutral as a Mex. official, though he had some small Ca.h claims (v. 
402), and is mentioned in the auTials of '47-8, being slndico in the latter year. 
V. 329, 435. 448, 610, 626. In '49 he was a member of the constit conven- 
tion, and later served as assemblyman, supervisor, justice of the peace, and 
member of town council. He was cl. for the I^guna and Alaanitos ranchos. 
iii, 633; iv. 6^1 ; and the owner of many more, becoming the largest owner of 
land aud cattle in southern Cal. His wealth was somewhat aflected by the 
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drought of '63-4 and by other reverses, yet ho left an immense estate at his 
death, which occurred atS.F_ in ^l, when he was 72 vcars of age. Don Abel 
wad H. shrewd njan of buaineea; aotnewhat tricky in the petty transactions of 
early years, but apparently honorable in the larger ^peratioiia of later timoa; 
a man of qnick temper and strong prejudices, bnt hospitable, not penurious, 
a good friend^ and kind huaband. He hated Mexico and the Mexicans, but 
liked the Califomians to snch a degree as to cause at times uome hostility on 
the part of Americans, In person he waa very ugly, being known aonietimes 
as Cara de Caballo, and having an impediment in speech from thecut inEicted 
by Day in '35. His wife was Arcadia, daughter of Juan Bandini, as beautiful 
as her hushand waa ugly, raising the personal appearance of the family to a 
high average, who survived him without children, inherited the bulk of hia 
estate, married Eobt S. Baker, and etill lives in aoathcrn Cab in *85. S, 
(Fred.), 1S47, killed at theS- Gabrieb v, 395; perhaps *Straufls/ 

Stebbins (Ira), 1845, overt, immig, of the Hastinga party, iv, 586-7; work- 
ing for Sutter in '45-6, later at Sonoma, and prob. one of the Bears, since he 
is recorded as having arrived at N". Helv, from Sonoma on June 17th. v, 110, 
128; owner of 8,F. lot '47. v. 685; said to have been killed in the south by 
Murieta's men. His name is written Ira H, and Isaac T. ; posaibly two men. 
Steel (Austin), 1845, mr of the Dromio (?). S. (Jamea), 1S41, an employ^ of 
the H. B. Co. S» (Joseph), 1826, Boston trader, and mr of the JJarbin/jer 
*26-8, of the Planet ^9-30, Chalcedony in '32-3, Sarah and Caroline and Kent 
'36-8, and Roger WilliaTn^ in '40. His name constantly appears in commer- 
cial recorda of all these years, and he was evidently a humorous and popular 
trader, iii, 93, 146-8, 176, 381, 384, 461, 563; iv. 104-6, 117. Steele (Geo. 
E.), 1847, Co. A, Monn. Bat. (v. 469); reenl, S. (H, A,), 1841, lieut on the 
StLmif. S. (IsaiahC), 1847,Co. A, Morm. Bat. (v. 469); reenl, S. (Sey- 
mour G.), 1847, capt. Co. A, KY. Vol. v. 503-^; in Humboldt Co/74; at S. . 
Diego '82, Steers (Andrew J.J, 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. (v. 469); re^nl. ■ 
Steingrtiudt iLouis}, 1846, Co, C, let U.S. dragoona (v. 336). Stenner 
(Wm), 1831, nat- o£ Maaa. and inate of the Ayacuclio. iii. 405; for 2 yeara in^ 
charge of the hide-honaea at S. Diego; in '33 obtained a passport; perhapa the.. 
Eame who was mr of the Primavera in '47, v. 580, having a Cal. claim o(. 
$450 (v, 462). Stenaon (J. Fenwick), 1S4G, passe<l mid. U.S.N., and acting 
captn in Stockton's Eat. '46-7, v, 385. Stephens, 1848» miner at Coloma» 
8. (Alex.), 1847, Co. D, Monn. Bat. (v. 469); in 8utt«r'a employ '47-3, and at 
the Coloma mill when gold waa found. S. (Alfred), 1837, on Larkin's books. 
S. (Charlea), 1848, at Sutter's fort, S. (John), 179S, Boston sailor at S; 
Diego, i. 545, 6.^. S. (Peter), 1847, Co. F, N.V.Vol. (v. 499); d. at S.F. '49. 
S. (Tbos H.), 1848, owner of S.F. lota. 8. (Wm), 183Q, Engl., ago 35, in a 
LfOS Ang, list, Stepp, 1845, one of Fremont's men, separated for a whilo 
from the party, but accompanied Gillespie up the valley to rejoin it. His full 
name waa prob. 'Steppenfeldt,* or possibly there may have been another of 
that name. iv. 583; v. 24, 453. 

Sterling, 1840 (?), at Sta Eosa in '77, known as *Major* S., said to have 
visited S.F. in very early times on a coasting vessel, iv. 120. S. (Chaa B, ), 
1847, nat. of La, clerk for naval t^ent Larkin at Mont '47-8, and later em- 
ployed by him in tho Sac. Val , where be wrote long letters on his adventnres 
m the mines. He prob. came as purser on a man-of-war; waa tho 3d settler in 
Colusa Co.; married Lucinda Stewart '49 in Yolo Co.j and died after '50 at a 
date not recorded. Sterrett (Isaac), 1S42, Kent in com. of the U.S. Relief. 
iv. 314, 568. Stetson (Ed. L.), 184J, clerk on the i)on ^uia^oie '41-2, named 
in Larkin'a accounts and by Davis, iv. 341; mr of thtj Warren at Honolulu 
andMazatlan'45-C; in '47-8 clerk for Larkin at Mont, and Benida, and later 
for Brannan at Sac.j at S.F, '51. Stetyel (Geo.), 1848, in S.F. letter-list. 

^ Stevens, 1840, mr of the Leonidas. iv. 104. S., 1845, mr of tlie Wm C. 
Nye, iv. 570. S., 1846, mr of the United Statfj;. v. 530. S., 1847, raid, 
on the U.S. Independence. S. (Mrs), 1845, at Mont, went east on the Ad- 
miUance. S, (Alex.), 1847, Mormon at tHoCoIoma mill when gold was found. 
S, (Asa), 1847, owner of S-F. lot. v. S7&. S. [Charles], 1847 (?}, at S.F. ^54- 
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Ativala. S. (Eliahft), 1344^ nat. of Ga and capt. of tbo oi^erl immi^. party 
to which I have given hia name. iv. 44o-S, 453, G79i I find no record of him 
in the following yeare; but in 72-83 he was Hviotf on Kem River, with an 
excellent memory of early times aa he wrote, vhich however he proposed to 
utilize one of the^ days to make a book which shonld bring him money and 
fame. Alleged portrait and biof;, in S. F. Post, Deo. 26, '83. I have in '85 re- 
ceived neither a copy of hia hook nor iiews of hia death. S. (Geo.)> 1847, at 
Benicia. v. G73. S. (Geo, A.), 1847, mid. on the U.S, Dale. S. (Isaac), 
1842, at Sta Cruz '42-3. S, (Jamea), 1840, mr of the Roger WilUamsand 
Cervantes, iv. 12, 104; alsoonthecoaat in*45andperhap9in*48. S. (James), 
18*5, doubtful name of an overL immig. iv, 578; alao Richard. S, (John), 
1837} !Lt Mont. 8. (John), 1840, on the Lausanne ace. to a letter pub. iu the 
county bigtories. iv, 121; yet notnamedaaapassenger atHon^ aodnotknown 
to have remained in Cal., unless he may be the following. S. (John)> 1846, 
Co. A, Cal. Bat. (v. 35S), one of the Sta B. garrison, v. 316. S. (John H. ), 
1847, Co. G, N.Y.VoU (v. 499); at Stockton 71-4^ S. (Jofikna T.), 1845, 
mr of the United States. 8. (Lyman), 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. (v. 469); in 
^81 at Orderville. Utah. S. (Thos H.), 1848, owner of S.F. lota- S, (Wm), 

1846, sailor on the U.S. Daie. S. (Wm), 1847. at Sutter's fort. Stevenson, 
<B. W.), 1847, mitL on the Independ^ce. 

Stevenson (Jonathan D.), 1847, nat- of N^Y., democratic politician, and 
militia officer, who came to Cal. aa colonel in com. of the regiment of N. Y. 
volunteers. For a record of the regimental history, see v. 409-518; and for 
additional mention of Col Stevenson^ career in '47-8, v. 415, 439, 441H50, 489- 
^, 497, ^Cy, 584, 588-9, 625, 631-2, From May '47 to the end of the war and 
mustering-out of the volunteers in '43 he was military commandant of the 
southern district, with headquarters at Los Ang, The colonel nex-erhadan 
opportimity of showing his prowess as a warrior, but he was a man of much 
energy, of strong will, and good e^cecutive ability, a strict discipliuarian^ who 

Eerfonned the datica of hia position iu a very oreditablo manner. After '48 
e settled at S.F. aa a real estate agent, and was particularly interested for 
fiome yeara in developing the latent greatnesa of Sew York of the Pacific, 
being the claimant for the rancho (3 Los M^danoa, Contra Costa, iii. 712. 
From 72 be held the position of U.S. shipping commissioner at S.P., where 
be still livea in '85 at the venerable age of 85 years. Portrait in Annals of 
S. F. J Bjid Clarke's Hist. The public has often been led to expect the pubhca- 
tion of his recollectious of a long and active life, a work that eonld not fail 
to be of deep interest. In '47 Col S, was a widower, having 3 daughters in 
N.Y.; in '51 be married again and has several danghtera Lorn in Cal. S. 
^Matthew R<}, 1847» son of the colonel and capt. o£ Co. G, N.Y.Vol. v. 504; 
died at Sackett Harbor, IN.Y,, '63, S. (Wm), 1847, Co. F, 3d U.S, artia 
(v. 618); supposed to be living in *64» 

Steward (James), 1826, on the Hover. S. (3,J, 1348, at Mont. Stewaii 
<Alfrod v.), 1846, at S.F, '46-7. S. (Chas), 1848, passp. from Hon. 8. 
(Frank S.), 1847 (?), at a reunion oE surviving N.Y. Vol '84, S, (J, R), 
1847; mid, on the U.S. Ooluwhiis, S, (James), 1847, Co. D, Morm. Bat. 
<v. 469). S. (John C), 1835, sailor on the Pilgrim who settled at S, Diego 
in '38; married Eoea MachaJo, and still lived at S. D. in '77. ti, (Eohert 
B.), 1847, Co. D, Morm. Bat. (v. 469). S. (Thomas), IS24, Scotch carpenter 
on the Royal Oeorsje, arrested at Sta B. ; at Mont '29; at S. D. '36. ii, 526. 
S, (Tboa K,), 1848, on Amer, River; at Sac, '61. a (Wm M.). 1848, sec. 
of Com. Jones, maJbing a trip with Colton to the mines; owner of S.F. lots, 
memb. of the council, juatice of the peace, and candidate for gov, in '49; still 
at S.F. '54. 

Stickney (John), 1836, rar of the Keat and perhapsof the Sarah and Oaro- 
Une '36-7. iv. 104, 106. Stiggere (Ignacio), doubtful name of a C^lifomian 
at Sonoma, v. 162. Still (Geo.), 1846, of the Morm. colony, with wife and 
3 children, v, 547. Sarah Still, who in '48 was married to J. D. Marston, 
may have been his daughter. He did not go to Utah. Stillman (Dexter), 

1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. (v. 469). StiUwell (Joseph), 1846, overL immig.. 
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who served in Co, E, Cal, Bafc.^ eniiftting at S. Jos^ in Nov. v. 528 {358); he 
wad a aoa-iU'law of S. C Young, stiU a,t S- Jose In 'oO. Stilts (Jesse), lS4<ir 
arrived. Hittell. S. (Jolm), 3846, prob. overL immig., cnliating at Sonoma 
ia Oct. in Co. E. Cal. Bat. (v. 358)^ settler in Solano Co. '48, and Btill there 
in 78. S. (Marion), )8l6t prob. son of John; na.t- of Mo.; in Solano Co. 73. 
Stirling, see ^Sterling.' Stivers (Simeon), 1846, nat. of N.J. and memb* of 
the Mormon colony, v. 547, He was a carpenter at S.F,, moving in '48 to 
Mission S. Jofi^, where he still lived in '82 with wife, Anna M. Joaes, and 
child. LetitiaM. b. 3, Simeon E. 'bl, Charlotte J. '64, Sam. m Champion 
J}. '69. Anna M. 72, Mark 74| and Edward 7a Stock, 1841, mr of the 
Ltomdas^ iv. 566. 

Stockton {Eobert Field), 1846, nat- of N-J. of an old and prominent fam^ 
ilyr who left Princeton college in 1811 to become a midshipman in the U.S.N. ; 
served with credit in the war of 1812 and later; and in '46 as ca^itain came to 
OaU on the CongnaSt succeeding Com. S^oat in command of the Pacific aquad* 
ron, and holding the position of military gov. of CaL till Jan. '47. He 
returned east overland in *47, resigned his commission in '49, was U.S. 
senator from N.J. in ^51-2, waa mentioned aa a democratic candidate 
for the presidency several times, and notably in '66, and died '66 at tha 
age of about 70 years. His career in connection with Cal. sf&irs is fully 
recorded in v. 232, 251-^7, 2S9-«0, 295-6^ 302-29, 356, 385-4.S5, 449, 453, 456, 
460, 463, 539, 549, 577i 644j iv. 673. It is too complicated and too much the 
history of the country in '46-7 to be presented en rfisumd here. Com. 
Stockton was brave, resolute, energetic, and in many respects an agreeable 
gentleman, but an iuaatiable thirst for popularity and fame waa his most 
marked characteristic, and may be suppo^d to have determined his poHcy in 
Cal. — a policy which, however we may admire some of his acts and qualities/ 
merits nothing but condemnation. His adoption, In opposition to the views 
of Sloat and Larkin, of the filibuatero plans of FnSmont and his associates Tnay 
charitably be regarded as a mere error of judgment; yet it is hard to resist 

the conviction that the true state of a^airs waa known to bun, and that hta' 
warhke proclamation to a peaceful peoplo, bis blustering tirade against imagi<- 
nary evils, bis willingoeaa to identify a criminal revolt of vagabond settlertf 
with the legitimate military occupation, hia practical refusal to accept the' 
volnntajy submission of the Cah authorities, his whole policy of conquest 
which waa to produce such nnhappy reaults— that all this was chiefiy due' 
to hia personal vanity and ambition rather than to bis honest opinion re- 
specting the intereats of his nation. To the same motive may be aacribed bis 
later pi^icy— not without plansibility and dignity in certain aspects — in the 
controversiea with Gen, Kearny. Stockton was beyond comparison an abler 
and more honorable man than Fremont, yet hia reput^ttion as 'conqueror' of 
Cal. — notwithstanding bis energetic and praiseworthy surmounting of obstacles' 
that but for hia folly would not have existed — is as unmerited, though not so 
fraudulent, as that of the 'pathfinder,' S, (Wm B.), 1847, Co. F, N,Y, VoL 
(v. 499); d, before *82. Stoddard (Rufus), 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat (v. 469); 
worked aa a brick-maker and builder at S. Piego. Stokely (John), 1S46, 
Co. C, lstU,S, dragoons (v. 336j; killed by the explosion at Loa Ang. Dec. 
'47. V. 625. 

Stokes (Edward), 1840, Engl, sailor who came from Hon. on theJ'^j/, 
havingpoaaibly visited Cal! before, iv. 104, 120. He married Refugio, daugh- 
ter of Joe6 Joaquin Ortega, and in '43-4 was grantee of the Pamo and St^ Isa- 
bel ranches, iv, 621. In^ herendered aid to Kcamyby carrying despatches 
to Stockton at 9. Diego, v. 339. The date of his death after ^50 does not 
appear, but hia widow married Agustin Olvera, and was still living in '70. 
S. (James), 1834(?), EngL sailor who in CaL became a doctor; first appearing 
on the recorda of '35, when he aerved aa consulting physician in the case of 
Gov. Eigueroa, but prob. left some vessel a year or two earlier, iii. 412, 296. 
He is occasionally named as doctor, druggist, and trader at Mont, in '35-43. 
iv. 117, 342; married Marfa Josofa Soto in ^44; appears at Moat, 8. F., N. 
Helv., and S, Joad in records of '45, being in com. of a detachment of the 
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Mont, guardf iv. 515, bat appears to haV(? considered S, 3os^ hja home from 
this yew. In *4iy Dr S. is vagaoly accredited in tradition with haying in- 
trigaed for a^ Engl, protectorate, but was the 1st to raise the U.S. flag at S- 
Joed, -where by Sloat a appointment he served for a time as alcalde after the 
chana;eof flag, owning also a lot in 3.F., and having a Cal. claim, v, 34, GS, 
245-0, 294, Cti2. He became the owner of theVeiieles and Nativldad ranchoa, 
Mont. Co., for which he was later claimant, iii. 679; iv, 656; and io '4S ma<le 
A trading tour to the mines. I £nd no record of him or his family after '52> 
Stoke (AdolphuB), 1847, Co. F, N.Y.Vol- (v. 499), 

Stone, 1^3, at Tvfont. ace. to Larhia's accoTints. S., 1S47, settler in Lake 
Co. with the Kelaeys, killed by the Ind. in *49. Nothing more accma to be 
known about the man. Possibly ho was the following. 8, (Chas), 1847, of 
the 2d Donner relief party, v. 639-40. 8. (Elisha), 1841, of the origi- 
nal Bar tleson party; did not come to Cah iv. 209. S. (Heber), J847, Co. B. 
N.Y. Vol. (V. 499). S. (Henry), 1847, owner of S.F. lot. S. (Joseph M.), 
1848, passp, from Hon. S. (Mabloo), 1846, at Los Ang. S. (Wm W.), 
1808 (?), aresid. of Cal. from HS, and at Angels from 'u7 to his death in '62; 
said to have visited the coa^t in 1808 (pTob. an error) and at other dates be- 
fore '48. Stoneman (Geo.), 1847, aat. of N.Y., graduate of West Point, 
and lient of Co. C, Ist U.S. dragoons, coming to Cal with the Mormon. Bat. 
aa quartermaflter, bat soon rejoining the dragoons, v. 477, 483^ 4S5, 489, 521, 
617. Down to 'So or a little later bo was engaged in garrison, exploring, or 
lad. service on this coast. At the beginning of the war of ^61-S he waa a 
major in the regular army, reaching the rank of brevet major-general of vol- 
unteers, and gainiogan enviable reputation aa a cavalry ofiieer. After the war 
he retnmed to Cal. and aettled near Ix« Angeles, holding later the position 
of railroatl ootnmiasion.cr» and being as I write in ^85 governor of California. 
In these official capacitiea he will reqnire eome notice in a later volume; and 
in the case of so prominent a pioiieer, it is to me a matter of regret that I 
have no data for a more complete aketch of hia earlier Cal, esperrence- 
Stope (Gerard), 1836, Engl, at Mtwat. Stoppard (Mosea), 1847, Co. K. KY. 
VoL (V, 499). Storer (Geo.), 1847, nat. of N.Y., from Hon. on the Fran- 
cesca; settled in Sonoma; in Meudocino township ^77; thero is perhaps con- 
fusion between this man and Geo. 'Story.' 

Storm (Feter), 1833 (?), Norwegian sailor, whose coming ia credited in 
current sketches to this date wi^ doubtful accuracy, iii 409. Famliam 
names him as one of the foreigners arrested in ^40. iv. 17. The 1st dehnite 
reeordis that he lived at S.F. in '44, age 40. He settled in JTapa Go. in '44^, 
and probably took part in the Bear revolt of *46. v. 110, 147-9. He spent the 
rest of hia life mainly in Wa|)a, and died at Caliatoga in '77. Story (Ed- 
ward), 1848j Amer. lawyer with Brooks in the mines; said to have been al- 
calde at Mont, earlier (?). S. (Geo.), 1847, Co. C, N.Y.Vol {v. 499); near 
Realdsburg in W. Stothera (John E.), 1847. Co. F, ditto; d. at Oakland 
after *70, Stont, 184S, mr of the Bristol S. (Wm), 1846, of the Mor- 
mon colony, with wife and child, v. 547, He waa one of the founders of New 
Hope in the San Joaqum Val. v. 550; but left the Mormons, and in '47 waa 
in the lumber businesB with Sirrine and Meder at Sta Cruz. In *48 had a 
store at the mines, perhaps of the iirm of Brannan k Co. S. (WmC.)» 
1836 (?), agent of P. M. S. S. Co. from *48; died in N.Y. '70 at the age of 
60; said to have visited Mont in '36. iv. 118. Stow (Aaron), 1847, Co. K, 
N.Y.VoL (v. 499); at Davenport, la, *82. 

Stradapeth, 184o, one of Fremont's meu. iv. 583. Ker^, Strange (John), 
1847, Co. G, N.Y.VoL (v. 490). Strauss (Fred,), 1846, sailor on the Forts- 
mouth, killed at the S. GabrielJan, ^47. v. 395; perhaps 'Stearns.' Streeter 
(David), 1846, Co. C, 1st U.S. dragoons {v^ 336); severely wounded at S. Pas- 
cual. v. 346, S55; later a barber at Sta B., where he died in *63. S. (Wm 
A.), 1843^ nat. of N.Y. and cousin of David; dentist and mechanio, who came 
from Peru with Stephen Smith aa engineer to superintend the construction 
and running of the Ikxiega mill. iv. 396, 400. He soon left Smith and went 
south as dentist or physician till '48. i^'. 6ol, 501. Went to the mines, waa in 
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partnetghip with Weber afc Stockton, Jffid leased tho 9. Buen, raiaaioD. Lived 
Bits. Luis Ob- ^51-5, and af tor '55 at Sta B., hold in j{ eome local offiee^in both 
countieB. la^lBhegavemehisIiecolkctionso/Earlif Kvertts^ Prob. etill living 
in '85 at the age of 74, Stribling (C. K.), !836, com. of tho U.S. Cyane'^2 
-^ and '45, and of tho Ptacoch in ^36. iv, 105, 308, 31 1, 321, 564r-5. String- 
fellow (Jeaae A), 184G, nat, of Pa and memb. of the Mor[)jon colony, v. 547- 
He worked aa a carpenter at 3.F. (whero he owned a lot), Napa, and S, Job^, 
^ing to the mines in ^48-9- Later a farmer at S. Jos^, where bo died in 78, 
leaving a widow and 3 |i;rown children- Stroma (John A, ), 1846, Co. C, 1st 
U.S. dragoons (v, 33^). Stj'ODg (Deuiaa), 1848, Amer. trader at Big Bar 
and Satter's mill; alderman and mayor oi Sac-; returned toN.Y. '50; inN.Y. 
Benate'64, S. (James H.), 1847, lieut on the U-S, Colntnhm. S- (John 
M.), 1847, Co. F, M U-S. artilU (v. 518). S. (Wm), 1847, Co. E. Mono, 
Bat. (v, 469), 

Stuart (Chauncey), 1848. in S.F. letterdiat. S. (Maria Ant,) 1813, mia- 
tresaof Capt Ayers. ii. 269, S. (W. K.), 1S4S, nat of Md and overl. im- 
mig.? in Nevada co, '51 to hia death in 73; widow living in *82, Study 
(David), 1847, Co. B, Monn. Bat. (v. 469). Stump {David), 1848. miner 
from Ch", at Grass Valley and Placorvillo '48-9. Stupplebeen (Jacob), 1848, 
pasap. from Hon. Stargis (Thoa), 1831, mr of the Cramder '*Al--2. iii. 382. 
Start (F.), 1848, pasap. from Hon. Stuurtaenegger (John), 1846, Co. G, 
Cal. Bat. (v. 358); owner of S.F. lota '47-8; d. at Oakland about '60-5. 

Suarez (SimcD)^ 1797^ aub-lieut of the compaQia franca at Mont. i. 540-1, 
544. S. (Viceute)> jnez de caropo at S, Jos6 '44. iv. ij^^. Sublette (Wm),. 
1845, came overland with a party of 15 naen whose names are not known; a.% 
S.F, Jan. '46; went east with Clyman and Haatings. iv, 577-8; v. 626. Suq-, 
cara, chief of the Sotoyomes '37. iv. 72. Sackert (Leon), 1847, Co. D, N.Y. 
Vol, (t, 499); d. S. F. '7L Sngert, Ind. chief at Sta Cruz 179L i. 494. 
Suhr (Albert), 1847, owner of S.F. lot, 

Sullivan (Corueliua), 1847, Co^ I, N.Y. Vol. {v. 409); locksmith at Mont., 
'47-8; Sta Clara 71-4; at Lompoo '82, S. (0, G. ), 1839, doubtful date in » 
newspaper eketch. iv. 119; d. in '64. at or near Gold Hill. S. {Jamea}. see 
*0'Salhvan,' S. (John), 1844, nat. of Ireland, and overl. iramig. of the 
Stevens party with his sister Mary and two brothera. iv. 446, 453. He had 
come to Canada at the age of 6. and had worked aa a atevedore there and a^ a 
logger in Me, going toJao. in '42. After serviog under Sutter in the Michel- 
torena campaign (iv. 476}, bo settled at S.F., v. 682, where he waa teameter, 
trader, lot-owner, and later capitalist, being fonnder and president of tho 
Hibemia Bank. Ho had also kept a stoxe in '43 on Sullivan Cr,. Tuolumne. 
He was a man of upright character, charitable, and well known for his gifta 
to the church. He di^ in ^82 at the ago of 53. His 1st wife was Catherine 
Parrely in '50, who died in '54j and the 2d was Ada B. Eenna of '60, by 
whom behadlOohildren. Tberewere2aonsby thelstmairiage, oneof whom, 
Robert, died in '82. The other, Frank J- , b. in '52, was educated at St I^a- 
tius College of S.F., in England, and at Columbia Law school, NhY. In 78-85 
he practised lawat 3,F., having been State senator in ^82 and a candidate for 
congress in '84. His wife is Alice, daughter of James Phelan. Ho has fur- 
nished for my use a narrative of his father's life. John Sullivan'a siater 
married Peter Sherreback. S. (John), 1847, Go. G, N.Y.VoL (v. 499); d. S, 
Luis Bey '48. S. (Michael), 1844, brother of John, and immig. of the Stevens 
party, iv. 446, 453; owner of S. F. lot '47. S. (Richard), 1847, owner of S.P. 
lot. S. (Robert), 1844, brother of John, who came aa a boy in tho Stevens 
party, iv. 446, 453. 

Sumedor (Wm), 1840, permitted to romaia in CaL Sararaers (W, F.), 
1848, atS. Diego. Sumner (N.), 1847, Amer. atN". Helv. S. (Owen), 1845, 
immig, from Or. in the McM.-Clyman party with his family, including Mrs 
Payne. He went east witli Clyman in '40. iv. 572-3; v. 526. S. (Owen Jr), 
1843, sun of Owen, who camo from Or. with the Haatings party, perhaps 
with a family. His sister Lizde married GkO' Davis at Sutter's fort. Ho prob, 
went east in '4G with bis father, iv. 390-2, 400, S. (Wm), 1826, mr oi the 
HiBT, Oal., Vol. V. iT 
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Ztimora, ftnd in '32 of the Wavtrly. i\u 149,317, 364, 334, 652. Sufier (Fran- 
ciHco), ISOSf Spaij. friar who served at 5 different miBsions, and died a^t S. 
Buenaventura in '31. Biog. iii, 658-9; mont n. JK), 110, 147, 169-60, 265, 
346, 348, 364, 3<M. 490, 676, 578, 656; iii. 96, 310, 36h 

Suiiol (Antonio Maria), 1817, nat- of Spain, who had been a sailor in the 
French naval service, coming to Cal, on the Bordelais, and deaerting on her 
return from the north in '18. ii, 2S9. Ho settled at S. Job^, where he appar- 
ently kept a shop and sold liquor in '23. ii, 605; married about '24-6; was 
postmaster *26, *2y, ii. 605; and in ^28-30 was the object of some investigation 
on account of bia Span, bii'th, but was not sent away. lii. 51-2. From about 
'3^ he was owner of the rancho of ^. Joa6 del Valle, and from about '37 of Loa 
Cochea, Alameda Co., selling live-stock to Sutter on credit and having no 
little trouble to collect the debt. iv. 134, 237; being sindico in '3^-40. Lii. 731, 
and sub-prefect '41-4. iv. 274, 684-6. He is mentioned by Mofraa in *41 aa 
*very devoted' to France, and blnnderingly by Wilkes; and in the padron of 
^41 ia named as a Span, trader^ age 41, wtfe Marfa Dolores Bemal, cnild. Jos^ 
b, '26, Paula (later Mrs S^nsevain) '28, Narciso '36 ('S5?), and Francisca '38. 
In '43 he was suplente of the junta, iv. 361; is ment. in the annala of '45-6. 
iv- 485-6; v. 4, 4oj being the purchaser of S. Rafael miasion, and a memh. of 
the S, Jtifi council, v. 561, 664, G70. He engaged in mining in '43; was the 
claimant for his two ranchos in '52. iv. 671, 713; and died in '66, leaving an 
es:c#lleiit reputation. His nan, JostJ, was probably the man killed in '55 W a 
squatter on his rancho. He had been juez de policia in '49. Another son, Nar- 
ciso, was educated in France, and still lives in 8unol Valley, '85, with wife, 
Eosario Palomarea, and 6 child., Margarita, Virginia, Franceeca, Eulaiia, 
Josephine, and Juanita. Portrait in Atarrt. Co, Biet., 176. Other children of 
Don Antonio Maria surviving in '83 were Encamacion (Mra Etchebarno), An- 
toneta (Mra Murphy), and Jds4 Dolores. Suria (T(»n^), 1791, artist in Ma- 
lospzna's exped. i. 490. Suriano (Juan Fran.), 1602, alf^rez in Yizcaino's 
exped. i- 98. Surok (Francisco), 1845, doubtful name of sji applicant for 
land. Satphen (Wm), 1847, Co. A, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499), 

Sutter (John Auguatus), 1839, Qennan-Swias trader impelled by bankruptcy 
in '34 to become an adventurer in America, where, afterauuneuccesaful career 
in N. Mex. '36-7, ho camo to Cal. by way of Or., the Sandwich Isl., and 
Alftska, and established a trading and trapping post at New Helvetia, obtain- 
ing a land grant of 1 1 leagues, and in Ml the Eusaian ittiprovements at Boss. 
Biog. matter relating to Wutteria given elsewhere in these volumea so fully 
and compactly aa to require only reference here. For his early life and arrival 
in Cal. '89*40, ace iv, 1-22-39, with ment. in aiL 670, 700; iv. 74, 93, 102, 117, 
119. Progress of his estab, '41-2, iv, 226-40; also 211, 213, 219-20, 275, 283, 
672-3, 679-80. Purchase of the Russian property in *41, with the Mnldrow 
swindle, and efforts of the Kussians '42-50 to collect the debt. iv. 177-80. 
Mention in '43 iv. 356, 366, 387-9, 396. Career in '44. iv. 439, 443-9, 453. 
Sutter's famous campai^ of '44-5 undertaken against the Califomians purely 
as a land speculation, iv. 407, 472, 474, 477-517. Affairs of '45, particulariy 
hia efforts to sell his eatab. to the Mex, govt. iv. 607-16. Policy and acta of 
'46 in connection with the Bear revolt, etc. v. 3, 22, 29, 65, 80, 102, 104, 122- 
5, 359, 538. Mention in '47, when S. had a ^CaL claim/ served aa anb-Ind. 
agent, and owned a S.F. lot. v. 452, 467,568, 610, 678. For hia experience of 
'48 and the following years, especially in connection with the gold discovery, 
see voL vi, of this scries. In *48-9 Sutter was regarded as being very rich, 
havin^^ at least what in the hands of an abler man would have been the basis 
of an immense fortune; but his wealth, won by good luck without buaineafi 
capacity, could not thus be kept under the new conditions of the flush times, 
and soon he was reduced to comparative poverty, the successive steps of his 
downfall being too complicated for presentment here. Doubtless in some in- 
stances he was the victim of rascality ou the part of sharper adventurers than 
himself. His original land grant of '41 was conflrmed after it had passed for 
the most pu^ out of his possession; but the Micheltorena grant of *45 waa 
TBiy jostly rejected by the aapreme court. The end c^ hia public career, in & 
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fienfte, w&« in '49, when he was a member of the constitutional convention, and 
received some 2,000 votea for gDvemor. From *50, being joined by bia family 
from Switzerland, he lived at Hock Farm, From '64^ by act of the Cal, legis- 
lature, he received a pension of $250 per month till 78, when the bill was de- 
feated. Meanwhile, about '65, be went east, and lived from 71 at Litiz, Pa, 
making constant but vain efforts to obtain from congress compensation for 
alleged wrongs of the paat; though it does not appear that in bia old age and 
infirmity he ever Buffeted actual privations. In 76, at his home, he dictated to 
me bis Perdonal EecoUectionSy identical in outline with the story so often told 
by him, but fuller in most phaaea than any that haa been printed, and most 
interesting. lie died at Washington, D.C., in *80 at the age of 77, leaving a 
widow who still lives, I think, in @5, two £ons, and a daughter. The family seem 
to have come to Cal. from ^44-50 at different dates, though I find but alight 
information on the subject. Of the aona, Alphonae died some years before ^SO. 
One of them eeetns to have come as early aa '44, when the capt. writes to com- 
plain of his not being regarded aa a naturalized citizen. John A. Jr, to whom 
hia father turned over all hb property temporarily in '49, and who was a part- 
ner of Henaley, Beading, & Co. , was for some years before and prob. after '80 
U-8, consul at Aoapalco. KmilVictori identical, I suppose, with K- J-, who was 
Kern's heut ot the fort in '46, v. 298, waa for many years to '80 a well-known 
notary at S.F., and cojnmitted suicide in Belgium in 'S3- The daaghter, Anna 
Eliza, was married in '52 to Geo, Engler, and in '80, as Mrs Dr Link, was liv- 
ing at Aoaputco. The biog. matter referred to above contains mnch of com- 
ment on Sutter's character- None of the pioneers named in this regiater has 
received so mnch praise from so many soarces; few have deserved ao little. 
Yet it has been by no means a pleasing task, in view of the famous captain's 
kindly nature and his misfortunes of later yeara — especially for one who, likti 
niyBelf, bad heard from his own lips the story of his wrongH~-to reveaJ the 

man's true character, as I have deemed it a doty to do. He was but an adven- 
turer from the first, entitled to no admiration or sympathy. Hia career in N. 
Mex. was, at the beat, discreditable. He came to Cal. in the false character of 
an ex-capt. of the French annj^. He waa great only in his wonderful personal 
magnetism and power of makmg friends for a time of all who could be tisefuE 
to him; goodonly in thepoaaeasionofkindlyimpnlaes. Hia energy was a phase 
of hia visionary and reckless enthusiasm; his executive ability did not extend 
beyond the skilful <!ontrol of Indiana and the management of an isolated 
trading post. Of principle, of honor, of respect for the rights of olhera, we find 
but slight trace in him. There was no fiide of any controversy that he would 
not readily adopt at the call of interest; nationality, religion, friendship, 
obligation, consistency, counted for little or nothing. There were no clasaesof 
bis associates, hardly an individual, with whom he did not qnarrel, or whom 
in his anger he did not ronndly abuse. For all the favors received at the handa 
of Californians, he did not hesitate to turn against them, or even to arm for- 
eigners and Indians against them, when a pi^rsonal advantage seemed within 
bis reach. That his frequent plots and threats of vengeance and revolution 
and French intervention were for the most more amusing than dangerous does 
not much increase our respect for the angry plotter. His only capital was 
money borrowed on the way to Cal., or property obtained on credit from Cali- 
foruiana and Eussians after his arrival, all on Jiretonces more or leas false. He 
never hesitated to assume an^ obligation for the future without regard to hia 
ability to meet itj he rarely if ever paid a debt when due; and a general, 
vagne, and kindly purpose to fulfil aU his promises in the brilliant future but 
imperfectly eicuses his short- comings. His apparent success in '39^45 was in 
a sense wonderful, but it rested almost entirely on a fortunate combination of 
circumstances, and notablj^ on Gov. Alvarado's unwise act — partly inspired 
by the idea of introducing in the north an element of opposition to Vallejo, 
with whom he had a temporary quarrel — in permittiuga foreigner to found an 
isolated rendezvoua for hoatile and uncontrollable clementa of a vagabond pop- 
ulation in the far interior. Though JSutter's establishment did aomething to 
promote the influx of Amer. settlera, it waa in no aenao beneficial to the in- 
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lereataof tbeU.S,, merelyfomentingfilibnateriBm with all its unhappy reaolts. 
The dUcoYery of gold^ oiteii mentioned in tliis ooimectioii, wafl purely acci- 
dental; but I cannot Bee that ita postponement for a time would ha.vo done 
any barm; and I can imagine that ita earlier occurrence — likely enoueb to re- 
Bult from Sutter's settlement— might hare been decidedly detrimental to the 
U.S. in some respects. That the establishment, chiefly by reason of it^ situ- 
ation at the foot of the mouittaiuSf was of benefit to the immignuits is true; 
also that Sutter treated them kindly, though not more so than a do^CD others; 
but that he did so at a personal sacnficc, as has been so often claimed, is not 
true; for Sutter's letters of that time are full of self-gratulations on hisl ucky 
chance to exchange food and cattle for wagons and impleiuenta, to hire me- 
chanics, Mid to have his land increas&d in value by the influx of settlors. 
Neither is it true that Sutter in *45-6 was friendly to the U.S. or to the im- 
migrants as Americana, Ho did not, as Las been claimed by himself and friends, 
refuse an offer of $100,000 for his property that the imniig. might not be de- 

E rived of a refuge; on the contrary, he did his best to sell, and failed chiefly 
ecauae the Mex. govt saw a cheaper way to get the property by buying the 
Russian mortgage. And as elsewhere stated, I have the captam's original let- 
ter, in which he warned Gen. Castro against Gillespie as a secret a^^ent of the 
U.S., urged the govt to buy his fort, and advised the stationing of a garrison 
there against the immigrants! Perhaps had this been known pioneers in later 
times would have been less profuse in their praise of the noble^hearted old 
patriot, Suwerkrop (E.A.)> ISiS, at Hon, from S.F. onthe/w?ian. 

Swab (Emmanuel), 1847, Co. O, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499), Swain, 1848, from 
Hon. on the Sagadahoc. 8., 1829, mr of the Susana. iii. 149> £. (Chaa 
A.), 1829(?), nat. of Maaa., said to have visited the coast in the whaler J /nm- 
can, iii, 179, and again on the same vessel in '38, though I find no record of 
such a vessel in either year. Ho retnnaed in '49 to stay as a farmer, miner, 
and contractor, dying at S.F. '84 at the age of 71, leaving a widow and son, 
S. (P. B.), 1S48, passp. from Hon, S. (Isaac), 1823(?), on the roll of the Soc 
Cal, Pion, 8. (Joaiah H.), 1847, at Mont. *47-8; perhaps came in '40 on a 
whaler, and one of Maddox'a voloiiteers, said to bo living at S.P» *84, Swan, 
Swainej 1794, one of Vancouver's men. i, 526» 

Swan (John A.), 1843, nat. of England of Scotch parentage, who came as 
a sailor on the Siihdad from Mazatlan after 11 ycarsof advenliireaflft sailor in 
many parts of the world, iv, 400, 5G8, 65L He made two trips with Capt< 
Cooper on the schr CaU/omia in '43-4, then quitting the sea. Be kept a little 
shoD and sailors' boarding-house at Mont., his name appearing from '44 on 
Larkin^B books and in other records; made a trip to the gold-mines in ^48; 
went to Fraser River in '59-4i3; again visited British Columbia in '64-6; and 
has since resided at Mont, He has written many articles on the olden time 
for the newspapers, which, with others in MS., have place in my collection, 
some of them being named in my list of authorities; and he has furnished mo 
besides from time to time many uaeful itcmsfor thia register. Swan's writings 
are not only interesting, but remarkably accurate, his memory being rarely at 
fault, and the tendency to testify on niatters beyond his personal knowl- 
edge — too prevalent among pioneer writers — being in hia ease reduced to a 
minimum. His work in this direction merits high praise. In the later 3'ears 
down to ^8^ this kind-hearted old sailor, 73 years old, burdened with poverty 
and deafness, lives in an old historic adobe at the former capital, delighting 
in the old ruius that keep alive his dreamy recollections of the past; and oc- 
caflionally, with ' pioneer of '43 ' plainly inscribe^l as credentials on his hat- 
band, he makes a trip to 3- Jos^ and S.F. to look after the constantly lessening 
band of his old-time acquaintances. S. (Lyman), 1S4S, pasap, from Hon. 
S, (Thos M.)> 1848(?), in Napa Valley aeo. to testimony in later litigation. 
Swanich (James), 1845, Delaware Ind. of Fremont's party '45-7. iv. 583, 587^ 
said by Martin to have been killed on the Or. frontier '46. Swanson (Joseph), 
1848, inS.F. letter list; cl. in '53 for land in Contra Costa. Swartont (Ham- 
iItA)nJ, 1847, Co. A, Morm. Bat. (v, 469). Swartz (John S.), 1847, Co. E, 
K.Y.Vol (V. 499). Swaaden, 1847, doubtful name in a Mont. Urt. 
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Swaaey(WmF.)t 1^45, nat. of Maine and ovgi-1. immi^, from St Louis in the 
party that I have coiled by hia name, which was really adivjaion of the Gri^aby- 
ldeparty.iv.576, 587- For two months be wasemployed by Sutteraa book-keep- 
er^andat the beginning of '46went by way of S.F. and S.Jo&d to Mont., where be 
worked for a short time aa clerk for Wm H. Davie, and from Judo to Sept. was 
consnlarclerk for LarkinatJOO per months v, IC, 60. In Oct. ho joined the CaL 
Bat^, serving through the southern campaigii as aast commissary (v. 358); and 
having a ^Gal. claim' of $iO (v, 462). In ^47 ho came to S-F>, where he was 
owner of a town lot, clerk of election, and sec» of the council, v. 648, 650. 
From '48 he was engaged in trade in partnership with Leighton & Co. at S.P, 
and with Southard at Napa. v. 670, 678, 6B1; also visiting the mines, and in 
'4fl being a member of the S-F, district legislature and taking some part in 
politics. In '51-61 Swasey wasa notary public at S,F., being also a witness 
in some of the famous land cases; in ^di~6 capt. of volnnteers a^d asst quar^ 
termastcr at Benicia, He lias continued to reside at S,F.j though I find that 
he was appointed in "75 U.S. marshal of Wyoming, and has been a somewhat 
prominent member of tlie Pioneer Society, being the anthor of many grace- 
luUy written eulogies of dead pioneers- In '85, at the age of CO years or more, 
though about 45 in appesrance, he haa received a uew appointment as notary 
public. Of his family I know nothing except that his mother died recently in 
Cflli at a very advanced ago. His Vieio of 8. R in ^^7 is ment. in v. 676, et 
eeq. Capt. Swasey has fumished m© his recollections of Calif&miik in ^4^-6; 
to liim I am indebted for the invaluable Nevj Heltetia Diary^ of which, as 
Sutter's clerk, he waa one of the authors; and in several other matters he has 
afforded me some assistance. 

Sweet iChaa C), 1847, Co. D, N. Y-Tol. (v- 4W). S. (Paul), IS40(?), VA%. 
of E. X. , said to liave landed at Mont, this year. iv. 120. In *43-5 a tanner 
near Sta Cruz, iv. 356, being named in the Branciforte padron of ^45 as Engl^, 
age 30, ftnd eingie; perhaps served in OaL Bat, ^fi-T (v. 358), having a &1 
claim of ?36 (v, 462); and stUl at Sta Cruz ^49^0. Sweeting 1848, douh^ 
ful name of a hotel-keeper at S.F. Brooke. Swift (Granville P.), 1844, nat. 
of Ky, and immig, from Or. in the Kelsey party, having crossed the plains in 
*43. iv. 444-5, 453. He served in Sutter's campaign of 45. iv, 486, 501; was 
a leading filibuster of the Boars in '46. v. 95, 104, 107, 110, 147, 153, 169. 172; 
*nd in '46-7 was capt of Co. C, Cal, Bat. v. 184, 282, 289, 361 ; having a Cal, 
claim of about $2,000 (v. 462). He was a fine-looking man, over 6 ft in heighti, 
a crack shot, and of undoubted bravery, a bitter hater of the Mexicans. He 
Acitled on StonyCr., Colusa, in '47; made a large fortune in mining on Feather 
Biv.,with theaidof Ind.,in'48-9; laterastock-raisor in Colusa and Tehama; 
from *54 rancheroin Sonoma; and from abont ^68 engaged in fruit-cuUure 
and quicksilver- mining in 8olano, where he was accidentally killed in 75, at 
the age of about 54. Ue had a habit of burying his money on his rancho; 
several such deposits being accidentally found after he had forgotten them, 
and in ono instance $24,000 having been stolen by an employee. S., 1807, 
TOT of the Z^wdy and //cKsanfy perhaps on the coast earlier, ii, 17, 78»84. S» 
(Richard), 1846, Co, B, Cal. Bat., enlisting at Mont in Oct, (v. 358J. 

Swinbum (Wm)» 1839, Engl, mate of the schr CaUfomvt, who became a 
lumberman iu the Mont, district, getting a pass in ^41. iv. 119. In ^44 in S. 
F. dist, age 35. Swinaon (Dav.)> 1848, at Mont. Swords (Allen J.)t 1847, 
Co. A, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); d. at La Paz *48. S. (Thomas), 1846, major U.S.A., 
who came from N. Mex. with Kearny as quartermaster, and returned east 
with him in '47, after having made a trip to Honolulu for supplies; witness 
iu the Fremont court-martial, v. 336, 343-7, 356, 440, 452, 456. In the war 
of '61-5 he was chief qnartermaater of the western dept, and in "79 lived in 
N.Y. as a retired brigadier. Sylvester (Anthony), 1845, one of the men lost 
'40 on the Warren's launch, iv. 587; v. 3S4, Syrec, 1S48, named aa having 
kept a store on the Moijuelumno. 

Tabeau (Baptieto), 1844, one of Frcmont^s men, killed by Ind. iv. 437* 
440, Taber (J. D.), 1846, apparently an overL immig.; of T. ^ Hoyt, hotel- 
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kespera at Mont. '47-8; had a family m Contra Costa W. T., 1S47» mr of 
iheCopia. v, 677> Tabor (Wm), 184S, in Sta Clara VaL with family. Hall, 
Tafor6 (Joa^ Igoacioj^ 1819, nat. of S. Amer. . soldier of the S, Bias comp. at 
Mont,; disch. '24; regidor at Mont. '27- ii. 612. Taggart (Geo. W.), 1847, 
musician Co. B, Morm, Bat. v, 469. T. {Robert), 1848, nephew of Br label, 
who killed B. K. Thompeon on the Vf&y east overlaQd. T. (SaTn.)i 1842, ex- 
ecuted at Los Ang. for murder, iv, ^296, 342, 633; called also 'Tagget'and 
*Taggett.' Tait {Jamea A.), 1847, Co. A, N.Y.VoI. (v. 499); at Sta Crua 
llM, T. (Wm G,), 1847, Co, A, ditto. Tajochi (TomAs], Ini chief of 
S. Diego '33. ill. 327, 359. 

Talamantcs (Ifelipe), settler at Loa Ang. 1794; grantee of Sta B. land 
1819; at La Ballona '^39-40, age 57. ii. 349, 354; iii- 633, G37. T, (Tom^), 
prob. brother of Felipe, at La Ballona '39, age 47. He took an active part iu 
the fight against Gov. Victoria in *31, iii. 196, 207; waa jucK de campo '44. 
iv. 633; and still at Los Ang. '46. Talbot, 1847, of L. & Uphain at Mont. 
'47-8. T. (J. MO, 1846, witneaB to enliBtment in Cal. Bat. T. (Theodore), 
1844, nat. of Ky who came with Fremont, and again in '45. iv. 437, 5SI, 583. 
He was a young man of good education, who was in a sense com. of that di- 
viflion of the company entering Cal- by the southern route; and in Cal, acted 
as Fremont's confidential agent, v. 3, 6, 22, 644. He was left in com, of the 
Sta B, garrison, and later ecrv&l as li-ent and adjutant in the Cal Bat. v, 
287, 304, 316-17, 358. 360, 030. Being sent east with deEpatches iu Feb. '47, 
he was a witness in the Fr<5mont court-martial, v. 430, 456. Died at Waah. , 
D. C, '62. Talmadgo (Abijah D.), 1847, Co, A, N,Y,Vol. (v. 4G9); killed in 
'48 by Moqnelurano Ind, Tamam (Ig.), 1846, doubtful name, Cal, Bat, [v, 
358). Tamanin (Prokop), 1822, mrof the Vohja. ii. 474. Tamaree (Peter), 
1S34, at Mont, Tanibor (Juan), nickname; billed at Loa Ang, 45. iv- 492. 

Tanferan (Toribio), at S.F, mission from*40; witnesain the Santitlan caao 
•55, Tanner (Albert), 1847, Co. E, Morm. Eat. (v. 469). T. (John 1-), 
1848, mwried at Sonoma to Mary, daughter of J, D. Taber of Mont. Tan- 
Bill (Robert), 1846, lieut of marines on the Dale; in Marston'e Sta Clara cam- 
paim; com. of the 8.F. garrison *47. v, 380, 659. 

Tapia (Antonio), jnea ans. at S, Cirloa '42, iv, 663. T, (Baj^iolo)^ 
ranchero at Los Ang. 1791-1813. ii. 270, 350-3. T. (Cirloa), at Los Ang, 
'46. T. (Felipe), soldier at S. Jos^ and settler 1736-90. i. 350, 477-8. T. 
(Fernando), at Los Aug. *43. T. (Francisco), cadet of Sta B.comp. '25-Q, 
ii. 572. T. (Gregorio), graiiteeof Aguajito rancho *35. iii. 676; at Pilarcitos 
*36, age 22, wife Martina Vasquez, child Maria de los Angeles; perhaps at Sta 
Cruz^. i, 524. T, (Joa^ Ant.), at I^s Ang. '46; arrested in '45, iv. 541. 
T- (JoB^ Bartolom^), majordomo of 8. Luis Ob. 1789, wifo Maria Lobo; grantee 
of Topanga Malibu rancho 1804. ii. 112; iii. 634, T. (Mariano), 1792, pot- 
ter-instructor from Mex. "92-6. i. 615, 715. T. (Ramon), at S. Bern. '46, ago 

25. T. (Tiburoio), son of Job^ Bartolom^, b. atS. Lais Ob, 1789; later soldier 
and corporal of the Sta B. comp., being com. of the Purisima guard in *24 at 
the revolt, ii. 529; member of the diputacion '27, '33. iii. 36-7, 41, 63, 24fi; 
alcalde of Los Ang, '30-1, '36; li, 561 ; iii. 634, 636; sindico '33, and encargado 
de Ind. '35, iii. 6;t5; favored Alvarado '38. iii 565; anx. alcalde '38. iii. 6:56. 
In '39 he was alcalde, acting prefect, and grantee of Cucamonga rancho, iii. 
586, 589, 633, 636, 640. In "42 he was a supL ministro of the sup. court; and 
in '44 2d alcalde, iv. 296, 633. Don Tiburcio was a man of good sense, good 
character, and some wealth, still at Loa Ang. '48 at the age of about 60. A 
current tradition of later timea represented the old man as having buried his 
treasure on Fremont's approach in '46, and as having died without revealing 
ita exact location. T- (iJrcino), settler at Los Ang. 1809. ii. 350. Tapin, 
1846, lieut on the U.S. SavannaJi. Tapinto (Mariano), 1792, tailor-instructor 
-92-6. i. 615. 

Tapis (Est^van), 1790, Span, friar who toiled as missionary longest at Sta B. 
and S. Juan B,» and was president of the missions in 1803-12. Biog, ii. 623-4; 
ment, i. 388, 492, 522, 573-4, 576, 688-90, 594, 640, 669, 672, 689; ii. 7, 9^10, 

26, 28, 33-4, 42, 55, 85, 88-90, 108-9, 112-13, 120-1, 140, 148, 159, 161, 165, 
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168, 175, 1S2, 326, 346, 366, 369, 378, 383, 386-7, 394, 396, 461, 518, 655. 
TapUn (Charlea), 1S44, of Fr^mont^B P^tty; also in M5, returning ea^ in ^46 
with Sublette, iv. 437, 583, He again joined F> in '48, Tarakinof (Boris), 
1806, EuM- chiefof Aleut, otter-hunters; captured at StaB. in *I6. ii. 40,80, 
210> 274, 307-13, 353, Tasion (Manuel S.)p grantee of a S. Gabriel lot '47, 
iv. 637, Taufer (Andrew), 1847, German menib. of the Soc. Cal. Pion. ; d. at 
S.F,79,afio71. 

Taylor, 1848, in the mines from Mont, and S. Joe^. T., 1848, at S.P, 
froin the states, T. (Alex. S.)* 1848, nat, of S. C, where his father — wh(> 
had been a lieut on the privateer Saucy Jack in the war of 1812— died in '21 . 
The son camo to Cal, from China in Sept. ^48, bnt beyond tbo facts that he 
was for some years clerk of the U-S, district coart at Mont., and later settled 
at Sta B., marrying J<»efa Ortega, and dying in 76, nothing of biog. proper 
appears i^i any record that I have seen. He was known as Dr Taylor, but I do not 
know whether he ever practised medicine. It is not, however, as a pioneer, 
but as an investigator and writer on the ethnography, bibliography, and his- 
tory of Cfi'l. that he deserves particular notice; and in these respects he was 
a reniarkable man. Without having any special aptitude by nature or educa- 
tion for such work, he developed a foadness for it almost amounting to a 
mania. His zeal in face of the most discouraging obstacles is worthy of all 
praise, though it mnst be confessed that the result was wellnigh valueless. 
He was not c^^ntent with being a collector or even translator and narrator, but 
had a most unfortunate passion for working the results of his observations and 
study into what he regarded as a scientific form, the result being too often au 
absurd jumble of bad Spanish, worse Latin, and unintelligible affectation^', 
Whileat Monterey he obtained from the priest a valuablecollection of old mis- 
sion docnments (later given to the archbiahop, and cited by me as Arch, dtl 
Obispado) which he made the basis of numerous newspaper articles, in which, 
by reaaon of faulty translatione, typo^phicBJ blunders, unfounded additiona, 
and the difficulty of locating the dividing line between record and comn^eni, 
the value of the original was much impaired. His writings from about '53 for 
the 8.F. HeraM, BtiKetin, CaL Farmer^ Hutchinga^ Magazlnf, l/esperian. Sac. 
t^nion, and other papers were very voluminous. The most extensive of his 
works and most valuable, being least injured by bis peculiar methods, though 
containing very little original matter, is the Indiajutlogy of Vol., published in 
the CaL Farmer of '60-3, of which most of the linguistic portions are re- 
printed in Lucy-FosBaritUf Langues Indi^nnesdelaCat-y Paris '81 ; and which 
gave Dr T. , very properly, an honorary membership in several learned societies 
of the east. Another of his most amhitifcious attempts, but least valuable by 
reason of his ntter lack of facilties for bibliographic work, was the BiftUografa 
Californica, pub. in the^ac. Umtm, and noticed in i. 35 of this work. His//?^- 
toriccd Summary <^ Lower California^ pub. in Eoss Browne's Besourcea, ed, of 
*69, and his Precis India Cal(fornicu8, included by "Wm H. Knight in Ban- 
crofi's Hand'booh of '6i, are very creditable works, being the only ones that 
had the advantages of careful editing and proof-reading. His ^re& Vojfatje to 
the Coast qf Cal.^ of *53, was a translation of Navarrete s version of Cabrillo's 
voyage, with comments *.'i little value, i, 69, 72, 77. In his later years Dr 
Taylor collected all his writings, with numerous MS- additions here and there^ 
into a series of 7 scrap-books, under the titles BibUografa California^ Indian - 
ologyofthe Caljfomiasj Animated Nature of Col., Odds and Fnds of Cal. Life^ 
and Discover fvs Q^d FoiindeTB of Cal., FeU^^ and Col. Petra (the 1st 3 being 
in '85 in the library of the Soc, Cal. Pion. in S-F.), and issued a descriptive 
circular, *The Storehouse of Cal., History and Life,* through which he tried in 
vwn to find in America and Europe a publisher for his collected writings, with- 
out a suspicion of the truth that the work and time and ability and resources of 
data that would enable an editorto put the crude mass in such shape as to do 
justice to tho author's reputation would produce an original work of much 
greater value. I visited him in '74 at his ranchoatLaPartera, near Sta B., and 
found him, though grievously oppressed by illnessand poverty, as enthusiastio 
as ever in all that pertained to early Cal. annals. He pointed sadly but with 
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pride to a wooden box that contained his life work — the 7 volumes meotioned 
above; and when I sought hia advice respecting my own researohea, he pointed 
again to the box aa containing all that could ever be gleaned about early CaJ. ; 
and he was, I am Bure, entirely honest in hia belief. ^Test, if you like,' he 
said, 'the accnraey of my work by examioing the docamenta I gave the atch- 
bishopf but I know from long years of earueat reeearoh that uowLere eUe, 
especially from mission and iSpani&h sources, will you find a scrap of new in- 
formation.' Yet only 3 miles away from the rancho where he had lived for 
many years, at Sta B. mission, I took 6,000 i>age3 of copies of moat important 
mieaionary correspondence that tie had. never seen [ All honor, nevertheleaa, 
to such men as Hayes and Taylor and Lanccy, who have toiled under more or 
less unfavorable auspices Ui save from destructiou the data for our history. 

Taylor (Christopher), 1848| camo from Or, in Scyt, on the Ilenr^, engag- 
ing in tradeat Sutter's fort, as memberof the firm of Priest, Lee, 4 Co.; finally 
settled at Dayton, Or., where he waa in '78. T. (Geo. W.}, 1847, nat, of 
Va, who enlisted in Co. F, 3d artilL, at Mont. (v. 518); in the mines '49, and 
later at Mont.; d. at Napa '84. Lancey. T, (Hiram), 164J, Amen musi- 
cian in the Workman party from N, Mex, iv, 27S-9, I have hifl original pass- 
port dated Sta ITe Aug. 24th. At Los Aug. and on the Cosumnes '42; went 
to Or. with Leese in ^43, but came hack in '48. He made money in the mines, 
and settled at Cloverdale, wht^re he died at a date not given. T. (John), 
1846, Co- C, lat U.S. dragoons (v. 336). T. (John), 1847, Co. E, N.V. Vol 
(v. 499); d, in N.Y. '79, T. (Joseph), 1847. Co. A, Morm, Bat. |v. 469). 

Taylor (Nelson), 1847, nat of Conii., and eapt of Co. E,N.y. VoL v, 504, 
.^11. He was a dentist, and after a brief experience in the mines settled at 
Stockton as a trader, also running a ferry on the Stanislaus; memb. of Ist 
legislature; trustee of insane asylum from '50; sheriff from *54. In ^56 he 
went to N.Y. and became a lawyer; brig. -gen. in war of '61-6? in '65 memb, 
of congress; in 71-85 resid. of South Norwalk, Conn. T. (Walter), 1847, 
\ eergt Co. G, N.Y. Vol. v. 504. T. (Wm), iSlS, Amer. lieut of Bouchard's 
' insurgents, ii. 227, 237. T. (Wm), 1828, Scotch tailor at Mont. '28-32, 
joining the eomp. extranjera; a married man, age 34 in ^29. ilL 178, 221. 
T. (Wm), 1834, mr of the Magruder. iil 412, 383. T. (Wm), 1834, Engl, 
sailor who landed from the Margarita at S. Diego, where he still lived in '40, 
an unmarried canienter, age 43. Perhaps the same who voted at S. D» in '48; 
name written Tela, Telen, and Thell. T. (W. E. ), 1847, daughter bom to 
his -wife at Sonoma; at S. Jos6 'GO. T. (W. H.), 1848, paasp. from Hon. 

Teal (Hiram), 1841, nat. of New England, who brought a stock of goods 
fromMazatlan, andkeptastorcatS.F. '41-3, with Titcomtaa partner or clerk, 
iv. 279; V. 683. He went to Hon, iu '43 on the Diamondt en roote for Mex, 
Tcbaca (Gabriel), settler at the Colorado pueblos 1760-1, killed by lod, i. 359, 
3G2. Teforia ( Joa*^), 1831, named by Bye as one o£ Young's party, iii. 388. 
Tego (Manuel), resid. of Bianciforte '30. ii. 627. Tejeda (Juan de A.), 1602, 
alftrea of Vizciuno'a csped, i. 98. Tellea (Rafael), 1842, Mex. lieut-col aud 
brevet-col in com. of Micbeltorena^s batalbu fijo; somewhat prominent in Cal. 
affairs tUl sent to Mex. for aid in '44. iv. 289, 357, 367, 409, 439, 461, 471-2. 
In '46 he seems to have started for Cal. with troops, but in Sinaloa engaged 
in a revolution, v, 32-3, and became aetingcom. at Mazatlan, where lie was 
when the Amer. took the town in Feb. '48. Tic aeema to have died before the 
end of that year, and Califomians, who did not like him, delight in the tra- 
dition that after a drunken debauch he drowned himself in a bwrel of meacalt 

Temple (Francis Pliny P.), 1841, nat of Mass., who came on the Tasso at 
the age of 20, engaging in trade at Los Aug. with his brother Johu. iv. 279. 
I^ter he established a stock rancho at 8. Emigdio, near Ft Tejon; was a 
member of the banking firm of Hellmau, T., A Go. from '68, and from 72 of 
T. & Workman. He died in '80 at his rancho of La Merced, iv. 635; v, 320; 
leaving a widow — the daughter of Wm Workman — and several children. He 
took but Blight part in politics, but was always prominent in business- aiMrs. 
All his propfTty was lost by the failure of the banking ijrm in '75. In '77 he 
^ve me a brief narrative of his Hecolkctions, and rendered me aBSLHtaace in 
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obtaining testimony from others. T, (John), 1827, nat. of Maas.,and brother 
-oi the preceding, who came from Hon. on the Wavcrly, and in the earliest 
yeara signed hia name ^Jonathan,* iii. J49, 176-7^ He was at once haptizcd 
■at S. Die^o, and after a few trading tripa on the coast obtained natnralization 
and mamed Hafaehi, daughter of Francisco Cota, in '30^ engaging in trade at 
Los Ang. , in partnership with Geo. Rice, till '32, and later alone, or with hia 
brother from 41. ii. 5o8, X have some of hia bnsir.esa corresp., bnt he does 
not fic:ure in public affairs, except that the vigilantes of '36 met at his house, 
ii. 418f 539; iv. 117. In the sectional quarrels he took no part, but was glad 
in '39 to hear of Alvarado'a final eucceas; U named in the tollowinff years as 
creditor of eouthem missions; and in '45 was the purchaser of Furisima. iii. 
595, 623; iv. 92, r>53, 629, 648; v. 558. In the annals of '46-7 he is named in 
connection with financial matters, having Ca.1. claims to the amount of about 
«ie,OO0. V. 49-50, 435, 467, From about '48, becoming owner of the Cerritos 
rancho, iii. 633, he gave hia attention to stock-raising on a largo scale; later 
he waa the builder of the Temple bJock and other fine structures at Los An- 
geles; and in Maicimilian'a time obtained an immeuEely profitable lease of tho 
Mexican mint. He died at S.F. in '66, at the age of 68, He bej3 been an able 
and successful man of business, socially genial and well liked^ His widow sur- 
vived him, living in Paris with her daughter, Mra Ajiiria, the only child of 
whom I find any mention, bom in '31. 

Tenchman {Christian), 1816, Co. C, 1st U.S. dragoons (v, 336). TenEck 
(Anthony), 18^, U.S. commissioner from Hon. on the HumboldL Tenid 
^Th.), 1846, doubtful name in a LosAur. list, Tennent (Archibald), 1848, 

£aasp. from Hon, T. (Sam. J.), 1848, Engl, surgeon on a whaler, who left 
ia vessel at the Islands and came to Cal, on hearmc of the gold discovery. 
He married Rafaela Martinez and settled at Fiaole rancho, Contra Costa, 
where he still lived in '82 with 5 children, his wife having died in '63. Por- 
trait in Contra. Costa Co. //tit , 46- Tenorio (Ignacio), nat. of S. Amer. , who 
bad been oidor of the audicncia of Quito, and a very rich uiAn, but vho, tra- 
^tionally, had devoted his fortune to charitable and educational purposes, 
and came to Cal, about '15 to live with the friars. Not much is known, of him 
except that he waa buried at S. Juan Cap. in '31 by F. Zalvidea, who in the 
record spoke in high terms of hia piety. 

Teran (JoaO M.)iregi43oratBrancLrorte^34. iii. 696; memb. of the S, Diego 
ayunt, ^37, and in trouble. iiL 608; perhaps two men, Termain (Jatoes Gu- 
bert), 1843, recommended by the Engl, consul for a carta, Ternll (Joel J.), 
1847,ee^tCo. C, Morm. Bat. v, 477; at Ogden. Utah, in'82» Teschemacher 
(Fred, Henry), 1842, clerk and supercargo of Boston trading craft '42-8, iv. 
541; T. 579; ow-ner of S.F. lots '46-7; reaid. of S.F. after *49; el. of the Lnp- 
yomi rancho, Napa, '52. iv. 671; mayor of S.F.; still living in *85, when fie 
visited S.F. Portrait and brief biog. notice in North Pac. Re^ew. i. 223, 262. 
1 have a few of his early letters; but for bo prominent a pioneer there is a re- 
markable lack of information about him. Tesaau, 1837f of&cer of Petit- 
Thouars' esped., making a aurvey of S.F. bay, iv. 149, 

Thaffer (Andrew), 1847, Co. E, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); d. S.F, 79. Thamen 
<Henry), 1847, owner of S.F. lot. Theall (Hiram W.}, 1S47, lient Co. D, 
N.Y,Vol. V. 504; an early settler of Sonora; d. at White Pine, Nov., before 
'82; prob, in '69, Theyer (Geo.), 1848, from Or., a settler in S- Joaquin. 
Tbiog (Capt.), 1838, left S. Diego for Boston on the Kent. iv. 104. 

Thomas, 1845, donbtfiil immig, of the Grigaby-Ide party, iv. 579, T,, 
1846, at Sta Cruz, June; perhaps same as following. T., 1847, mr of the 
Laura Ann '47-8. v. 579; perhaps L. H. T., 1347, at Sutter's fort. T. 
(Ambrose], 1836, at S. Jos^ Dec; also Antonio at Loa Ang. '35; both prob, 
'Tomlinson,' q.v. T. (Christian), 1847, owner of S.F, lot. v, 085. T. 
(Elijah), 1847, Co. C, Morm. Bat. (v. 469); at Leeds, Utah, *82. T. (Ig- 
nacio), 1818, Engl, sailor who left the Bordelais, iL 393, and in ^29 lived at 
S, Joa^, age 41, and blind. T. (John W.), 1847, Co. A, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499); 
■atS. Jo3<5 '82. T. (L. H.), 1848, sold piano to Larkin; conducted prayer 
*t the 8.F. school-house, v. 057^ T. (Thomas), 1S40, one of the S. Bias 
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ex ilea who did not returiu iv. 18. Thomen (Henry), IMQ^ overl. immig_ 
who worked for Sutter, and owned S.F. lot *47; at Sac, *dO, age 45; perhaps 
at S.F. 79. 

Thames (Robert Kafity), 1841, nat. of Me, and overl. immig, of the Bar- 
tleson party, iv, 270, 275, 279. With Albert G. Tooniea he worked as car- 
penter and hailder at S.F» iQ*41-2, and laterat Mont., where the finn name of 
Thomes & Toomcs appears often in Idirkin^s hooka aud other records- In *44 
he was naturalized, and obtained a grant of Los Saucoa, Tehama, iv. 673; 
and may have put fiome cattle ou the place in '4o, but did not aettle there 
till 47, being mentioned at Mont, in *4^-7, especially aa a member of the 1st 
jury. T. 269. He took no part in the war or in politics, but spent his life — 
wiUi a brief interval of mining on Featlier River — on his Tehama rancho, be- 
coming a wealthy and highly respected and inflnential citizen. He died in 
78, at the age of (il, leaving no family. A j^ister resides in Oakland ^85 as tho 
wife of laaac Given, a pioneer of '41. Portrait in Tehajna Co. HULy 108. T, 
(Wm H.) 1843, nat- of Me, and distant relative of R. H., who came from 
Boston as a sailor-boy, age 16, on the AdmlttfLnce^ which he left in '45, and 
returned east in *46 on the achr Califomia to Mazatlan, and thence via Eng- 
land to Boston. Again he came to CaL in '49 on the Edward Everettt return- 
ing via Manilla, etc., on the Akx. Humboldt. In Boston he was a journalist 
ou the daily papers, and from ^62 a publisher on his owu account, making a 
comfortable fortune, which waa lost in the great fire of 72. In later years of 
the firm of Thomea & Talbot, pabliahers of Batlou's Monthly^- also author of 
many romances of adventure lor boya. On Sea and Land^ one of hia latest 
worka, is anarrative of advraitures in Cal- on the Admitiance in *42-5, full of 
interest and ba<l Spanish, remarkably accurate in its foundation of names and 
dates; let us hopo that the snperatructure of the eailor-boy'a personal experi- 
cncea is equally reliable. A later story of Oal. life, covering the period of the 
conqaeat and now a|^pearing in the Monfhiy lb likely to be aa fascinating if 
somewhat leaa hiatonc. An exixllent account of the trip and company or'49 
waa also written by Thomcs fov the magazine, reprinted in the S^l^ Alia of 
Oct. 22, 29, *82. In '^ he revisited CaJ. to revive old recollectiona, at which 
time he fumiahed me many useful items about early men and things, also 
permitting me to consult tho original JJiary of Capt. Fetcrson, hia oldmaf^- 
ter on the Admittance, and later his father-in-law. 

Thompson, 1841, blacksmith at Los Aug. andStaB, T. (A.), 1839, pas« 
aengerfrom Hon. on the ClemeiUine, iv. 102, 127. T. (Alphena B.), 1825, 
nat. of Me, and sup. on the Washington ^5-30, having poseibly visited tho 
coaat earlier, iii. 29, 139, 149; aup. of the Convoy '31; in '33-5 sup. of tho 
Loriotf being arrested for smuggling in '33, and in '35 carrying prisoners to 
Mex. iiL 2dS, SG5, 383, 393. Ho considered Sta B. his home, and dated his 
residence from '34, that being the year in which ha married Francisca, daugh- 
ter of C&rloa Carrillo, by whom he had 3 children before June '36. I have 
much of his correap. from year to year. In '36-7 he waa sup. of the Bolivar^ 
on which he went to Hon. and back in '^7; from '38 had a hide-house in the 
Clark's Foiut region of S.F.; ia named aa mr of the tTflic^ in '40; and also as 
creditor of several missions, iii. 657, 6fi0; iv. 101, 106, 117; v. 684-5. He 
went to Hon. ou the Jufia^JT^n '41; was naturalized in '43, being still aup. of 
the Bolivar; was owner of the Oajaca in '44-5, sub-prefect at Sta B» '46, 
grantee of a rancho in S. Joaquin Co-^ having a Gal. claim of some $2,000, and 
being in all these years engaged to some en^tcnt in ottcr-hunting. iv* 563, 
666-7; V. 282, 330, 455, 675. Hia name frecjuently occurs in commercial rec- 
ords down to '48; and after that date contmued to reside at Sta B., where, 
and throughout the country, he had an excellent reputation for honorable 
conduct. Ho died at Loa Ang. in '69 at the age of 74. His wife had died in 
'41, but there were 2 daughtora and 4 sons who survived. One of the sons, 
Francis, is a somewhat prominent citizen of Sta B. , and in '78 rendered me 
aaaistanco in my search of the mission archives. 

Thompson (Bluford K,), 1S16, ovorl. inunig. and capt. Co. G, Cal. Bat., 
taking pa^ in the fight at Natividad. v. 301, 364-72. He was a coarse, pro- 
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fane, rcckleaB fellow, a gambler by profession, with Home pretenBionB to gen- 
tlemanly manncra when sober; Imown sometimes as *Eed-head6d* or 'Hell 
Eoaring ' Thompson. After tho war he settled at Stockton, being candidate 
for Ind! agent in *47. v. 662; where he soon killed J&uiea McKee. Ho was 
tried for murder at Sutter's fort in Feb.'iS, bcinc acquitted; but was obliged 
to quit tho country, and en the way east waa killed in a new quarrel with R. 
Tftggart on tho Sweetwater. T, (Ch.), 1847» at Setter's fort T. ^Edward), 
1844, Amer. sailor on the schr Califormat in trouble at Mont, T. (Edwin), 
1848, at S.F. as he testified in 'Q5. T. (Frank A.)» 1832, mr of tho Hoxana 
'32-3. iii. 384; mr of the Pil{jHm and Akrt '35-6. iii. 381, 383; iv. 100. T. 
(Geo, A,)» 1839, naturalist who cams from Hon. on the Clementine with let- 
ters from John 0. Jones to the gov. and Gen. Vallejo. He was in search of 
specimens; called also Gordon H. T. T. (Henry), 1847, Co. D, Morm. Bat. 
(v. 469). T, (James), 1828, Irish sailor, age 28, from Acapulco on the J/arwi 
Ester ftt S. Diego with a letter from Virmond, intending to settle, ii. 645; iii, 
178; ^tacart&in '29; in hia application seema to say he had lived 8 years in 
Cal., But prob, means iuMex. T. (Jamea), 1846, sergt- major of Fauntleroy's 
dragoons (v. 232, 247); perhaps the man at Benicia *47. T. (James), 1S47, 
Co, A, N.Y.Vol. (t, 499); perhaps the man who on July 4th read the decla- 
ration at S.F.i at Brooklyn, If. Y., ^«2, T. (James L,), 1847, Co. C, Morm. 
Bat. (v. 469). 

Thompson (John), 1832, joined the comp. extranjera at Mont. iii. 221, 408; 
perh&pa still at Mont. '36. T. (John), 1643 (f), said to have crossed the 
plains, to have built a mill on Napa Creek '46, and to have spent 7 years on 
thecoaat; revisited Cal. in '76 from Brooklyn, N.Y. iv, 393, 400. T. (John), 
1847, Co. A, Morm. Bat, (v, 469); at EiverdaJe, Utah, *81 ; perhaps tho owner - 
of a S,F. lot '47. v. 685. T. (John ?), 1847, partner of Finch, and perhaps 
later of Bennett, in a S.F, saloon '44-8. v, 683; thought to be at S.F, '"85. T. ^ 
(Joseph P.), 1842, nat. of Mass. who came this year ace. to his own affidavit in 
'62. IV, 341; perhaps came in '39-40 as sup. on the Joseph Pcahody. He came ^ 
again in '44 from Hon. on the Faiim; at Sta Clara '45; at S,F, *46-7, being ' 
owner of a lot and sec. of the council, v. 648, 650; at Napa '47-8, where he - 
kept a store; cl. for Napa lands '5*i; lost a 1^ by a street-car accid^t at 9.F» 
*84. He was a brother-in-law of Henry A. ^Peirce,' q.v. T. (Joaiah), 1836, ' 
brother of Joseph P., at Mont. '36; sup. of the Ras&tlm '37-8. iv, 105, 141. 
T. (Miles), 1847, Co, B, Morm, Bat, (v. 469); reenl. T. (Peter), 1847, Co. A, 
N.Y.Vol, (V. 499); d. Los Ang. '79- T. (Sam.), 1847, lieut Co. C, Morm, Bat. 
V. 477, 488-9, 496; capt ol returning Mormons in '48, T. (Sam,), see 
'Buckle.* T. (S. S.), 1830, man who ordered a bottle of brandy. T. 
(Stephen B.), 1824, doubtful name of Taylor's list. T. (Wm), see *Buckle.' 
T. (Wm), 1840, atStoB-tMay. T. (Wm), 1845, Spear's milleratS.F. •45-6. 
iv. 587; of 3d Donner relief '47; killed by a bull at Hon. in 'oO after 7 years' 
resid. in Cal. These may be 1, 2, or 3 men. T. (WmH.). 1846, mid. on the 
Congrats; act. lieut of Stockton's Bat. 41-7- v. 386. T. (W. T.), 1823 (?), 
said to have been mr of a trader this year; came to reside in Cal. '49; in '69- 
70 U.S. ganger at S.F. OaU. Thorns (Adalberto), 1S46, aui. de policfa at 
Mont. V. 637. 

Thorbum (Eobert D.), 1847, Jieut in com. of the U.S. Southam-pton '47- 
8. T. 680. Thome, 1846, killed at the Natividad fight, v, 371; perhaps an 
overL immig., or ho may have beea the following. T, (WmJ, 1846, of 
Fanntleroy's dragoons. Thoraer (Francois), 1847, Co. C, N,Y.Vol. (v, 499); 
d. at Los Ang, *^, Thornton (J. Quinn), 1847, a prominent pioneer of Or- 
who touched at S.F. in Nov. on his way eaat by sea. Author of Oregoii arid 
CcU. in *4Sj a work containing much information on the overl, jmmig. of '46 
and the Donner party, v. 527, 535-6; see also //isi. Or. Thorp (Dav.), 1837, 
at Mont. Dec. T. (Lindy), 1845, immig. from Or. in the McMahon party, 
iv. 572, 587; apparenUy living in Polk Val. '79- Tolo Co, Hiat, 86. T. 
(W. S.), 1847, constable at S.F. v. 648; prob. the man who in '48 married 
Mrs (Caroline Warner of theMormon colony. Thuming (Henry), 1843, sailor 
on the A^miUaiicej deserted in M4. Pcter^n, Thursby (Lewis P.)j 1847, 
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Co. A,KY,Vol. (v. 499); inG»7l- niarstonlChaaH-), 1847,Co,B.N.y, 
Vol (v, 499); at Matysville '82, Thusum (Benj, F.), 1845, mr of the Ban- 
ttah '45-6. Lanc^. Thjbury, 1847, shepherd in Sutter'a service. 

Tibbettfl, 1837. in the cattle cKped, from Or. iv. 85. Tibbey (W, H,), 
tS4d, tnr of the Hawaiian echr Mary. Tibeau, 1341, Fr. Canadian gambler 
from N. Mex. in the Workman party, iv. 27S; died on tlie retumtrip in '42. 
Tibiau (Fran.)» doubtful name of '46. ti. 162, Tickncr (B,), JS47, fleet sur- 
geon on the U.S. C'olwnbv&, Tic6 (Fernando), bod of Joaquin b. at S,F. 
J708; settled at StaB., where In '29 boiament. as ex-altalde. iii 78; grantee 
of Oj^ ranoho '37. iiL 655; juez de paz '41. i^^. 641; purcbaaer of S. Buen> 
'45-6. iv. 643, 634. Hewaa constable at S. Buen. '52 and supervisor '54. T. 
(Joaquin), 1796, sergt of Catalan volunteers, i. 510; executor of Alberai'a 
ViiU 1801. ii. 5. His wife waa Juana Carrera, and several children were bom 
at S.F, Tiemey (John), 1839, Irish carpenter named in Larkin's acccunta 
'40, iv. 119; naturalized '44, claiming 5 years' residence; at Mont, to '48, 
Tieroff (August), 1647, Co. G, N.Y.Vol, (v, 499); owner of S.F, lot '47. v, 
685; at S.F. '71-^2, Tighe (John), 1847, Co. H, ditto; dead before '82. 

Tilee (Dan. E.), 1847. Co. D, ditto; d. N.Y. before '80. Tilghman (lUcb- 
ard L,), 1846, lient on the U.S. Congress; act. capt. of artill. au Stockton's 
bat. '46-7. V. 231, 327t 386. Tillett (James F.). 1847, artificer Co. F, 3d 
U.S. artilL v. 518. Tillotaon (John H.), 1845, mid. on the U,S. Port»m>vih. 
TimeauH (Charles), 1847, Co. C, N.Y. Volt v. 499). TindaU(IaraelC.), 1846, 
Co. C> lat U, S, dragoons (v. 336). T. (Wra), 1847. Co. F, N. Y, VoL (v. 
499); d. S-F. before'82. Tinker (John), aee 'Finck* Tinkerman (Michael), 
1847, Co. G, N.y.VoU (v. 499), Tinslar (B,R,), 1841, surgeon on tJie U.S. St 
Louis. Tinson-(John), 1847, Co, B, N.Y Vol, (v. 499). Tiwon (Wm H.), 
J 847, Co. A, ditto; a (Radian printer who died at S.F. '76. Tiso (Andrew), 
1847, Co. F. 3d U.S. artill. (v. 518). 

Titcoinb(Amoa A.), ia47,nat. of N.Y. andreaid. of S.F. till hw death in 
'70, having held the office of BUpervisor. Left a widow and one child. T. 
<Rufus), 1841, nat. of N'ew Eugland, who came from Mazatlan with H- Teal, 
whose clerk or partner he was at S_F. '41-3. iv, 279, Tittel (F, 0. Augns- 
tua), 1847, Co. Gy N.Y. VoL (v. 49&); d. atS-F. '64(or'68); apparently father 
of the 2 following, but there is sonje confusion about the family; name often 
written Tittle, T. (Fred. Guatavus Ernest), 1847, son of F. G. A., German 
fiferofCo. F, 3d U.S. artill. (7.518), married Miss Wiuterhalderaud settled 
at Sta Cruz as a farmer. Later livery-stable keeper, ward politician, Boper- 
visor, militia colonel, memb. of the legislature ('61), and cigar-dealer at S.F. 
In '70-1 he waa engaged in the Alaska fur trade; and died in '77> leaving a 
daughter. T. (P. G- Wm), 18461?), brother of the preceding, said to have 
come this year; a lieut in Mex. under Maximilian; d. at S.F. '70 at the age 
of 42, leaving awidowand 2 daughters. Thclattor arc actresses, or daneeaaes, 
in '85 involved in interesting legal eomplicationa respecting a lot in S. F. 
which was owned by their grandfather, and on which the Maison Dorfe, 
Koamy St, now stftnds. 

Toba (Fernando), cadet of the Mont. comp. 1801. ii. 147, 150; iu later 
years act. com. at Loreto. Tobar, named as a sergt '21. ii. 675. T- (Al- 
bino), settler at S. Josfi 1791-5, sent away for l>ad conduct, i 598, 636, 716, 
T. (JoB^), 1779, piloto on t^G Santiago; and later com- of the Favorita oxiA 
other transports and exploring craft on the coast down to 1800. i, 328-9, 37S, 
430,444,540. T. (Juan Jos*), 1838, Mex. capt. and brevet lieut-col, who 
bad been somewhat prominent in Sonora as a mil officer and reTOluttoniat 
since *28, and who came to Cal. to support Gov. C^rrillo, retiring in disgust 
after the campaign of Las Flores. iii. 657-61, 505, 555. Tobiaa, chief in the 
Sonoma regiou. iv. 72. Tobin (Robt J.), 1848, from Tahiti; at S.F. with 
wife; still at S.F. '54. Toca (Joe^ M.), ship-boy aud teacher at Sta B. 
1795-7. i.643. 

Todd (JameaJ.), 1845, Amer, sailor at Mont. T. (John), 1848, at Sta 
B., May; also in '50> T, (John J.), 1845, Amer. sailor at Mont., perhaps 
fiame as James J, T. (Tbos J.), 1844, Amer. sailor at Mont., aided by 
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the oonaulatc and shipped for Oahu in '45. T. (Wm 3,)^ 1S44, Amer. sailor 
in consular caro at Mont, Though the records seem clear, it wooldeoem likely 
that James J.^ John J., Thos J., and Wm J. did not rt^present 4 dif. meti, 
T. (WmL.), 1845, natoE ILL, nephew o£ Wra Abraham Lincoln, and overl. 
immig. of the Swasey-Todd party, iv. 576, 580, 687. Named in the iV", H^lv, 
Diary '46-7. Early in 'i6 he went to Sonoma, where he joined the Bears, 
gained imperishable fame aa the artist who painted the Bear flag, was the 
messenger sent with the news of revolt to Capt. Montgomery at S.F., and 
was at one time a captive of the wicked Califomians. v. 110, 131, J46-9, 154, 
156, 167-8. He JiTed at Sonoma for several years after *46, not, apparently, 
serving in the CaL Bat. ; then went to El Dorado Co. , where a valley bears his 
na[ne; and in 73 was living in S. Bernardino, his death not being reported 
down to '85. 

Tele (Thomas), 1836, sailor at Los Ang. from Lima, age 24. Toler (Hope- 
ful)f l&47t oajne to Cah with deepatehea, some official appointment, and 2 
daughters, on the PrehU, v. 684-5; worked as a cierk in settling the Leides- 
dorff estate; went with his family to the mines in ^43; in '4d a notary publio 
at 8.F. I have no record of what became of him. One of bis daughters, Char- 
lotte Catherine, married L, W, Hastings in '48, and died at a date not re- 
corded; theother daughter wasstill living about '80. T. (Wm P.jp 1842, son 
of Hopefut and mid. U.S>^. with Com. Jones at Mont.; also on the Savannah 
'45-7; returned as Lieut on the St Maty in '49. He married a Feralta, and 
still lived at S. Leandro io 'SS. Tolman (H.), 1848, pasap. from Hon. 
Talmayr (Lonia AuffaBte), 1830, Fr. carpenter from Peru; at Los Aug., age 22. 

Tometty (Nicholas), 1845, Amer. citizen at Moat, from St Louis Sept. 
Tomlinson (Ambrose G0» 1832, trapper of Young^s party from N. Hex., wuo 
remained in Cal. iil. 388, 408. He is also called Thomas L. and ThomaHon, 
and known as *Tom the Trapper,' He had a pasap. in *34; was interested 
from ^35 with Job Dye in a distillery near Sta Oruz; signed the letter of 
thanks to Com. Kennedy at Mont, '36. iv, 141; and apppears on Larkiu*a 
books from '37. He was one of Graham's riflemen (iii. 467); was arrested but 
not exiled in '40, being supposed by some to be the man who, in fear of 
d^th, revealed Graham*a plot to F. Real at the confessional, iv. 5^ 17. 
Ill *41 be wrote to Com. Forrest a report on. the murder of Anthony Campbell, 
r. 686. At this time he lived at S. Jos^ as a carpenter, age 38, wife Maria de 
JeanaBemal, child Tomds. In '42 Dr Majtwell amputated his leg, and ha 
died before the end of '44. Ho ia called Engl, and Amer., and possibly thero 
were two of the name, but if ao I cannot disentajigle the records. T. (John 
J.), 1348, nat. of Md, who came from Dr.; trader in Cal. and Ariz., and 
memb. of a Los Ang. firm; d. S. Bern. '67, age41. Tompkins (Amofi), 1830, 
at Mont, bound for Guaymas. T. (Christopher Q.), 1847, nat of Va and 
eapt. Co. F, 3d U.S. artilL v. 414^15, 429, 518-20, He went east with Kearny 
the same year; was a col in the confederate army '61-5; and died in N.Y, 
^77. T. (Thomas), 1846, of tbe Mormon colony, with wife and 2 child, v. 
V. 547; at Sutter's fort '47-8; did not go to Dtab. 

Tooma (Geo. W.), 1847, Co. D, N.Y. Vol, (v. 499); treaanrer of Stanislaus 
Co.; at Modesto '82. Toomes (Albert G.), 1841, nat. of Mo. and overb 
immig, in the Work man-Bo wland party from N. Mex. iv. 278-9. In partner- 
ship with R, H. Thoraes he worked as carpenter and builder at S.F, fora» 
short time and at Mont, from '43. In '44 he was married to Marfa Isabel 
Lorenzana, was naturalized, and obtained a grant of the Eio de loa Molinoa 
rancho in Tehama Co. iv. 673. He visited the rancho to put cattle on it in 
•45 and again in '47» but did not settle there till '49, as the firm of T. & T. 
is ment. at Mont, down to the end of *48. From '4t> he lived on the place, be- 
coming a rich and respected citizen, and dving in 73 at the age oi 50. His 
widow, without children, died at Oakland in '78, leaving her largo property 
to a neighbor who had been friendly during her illness. The will was con- 
tested by cousins of the Ortega family, with results not known to me. 

Toribio, ment. in *1S, "33. \L 363; iii. 323-4. Torre (Estfivan de la), son 
of JosS Joaquin, who in '36 lived at Mont, a^e 18; in *44 regidor; in *40 juea 
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dfl campo, it. 653; t» 363^ 637. He never bad much to do with politics; bnt 

has always been an indastrioiia, liiard-working man, as rancbero and lotner. 
In 76, living on his rancho of Bolsa de laa Esciarpines- — of whioh Salv. Eapi- 
noaa, liia father-in-Uw, was grantee aod claimant — he gave me a most intereat- 
ing and valuable dictation of hia Reminigcenciof, which has been frequently 
cited in these volnmea. Hia narrative ia particularly valuable a^ a picture of 
manners and customs in Me:, tiu^ea, but> is also a good record of the variona 
public events in which bis brothera— more devotea to war and polities than 
himself — took part. He is a man of excellent repnte, and still living in '85 
with wife and several children, T. (Grabriel), brother of Est^van, soldier of 
the Mont. comp. from '27, taking part in the revolts of '2S-30. iii. 67, 69-70; 
sergt in ^34-6, taking part in the movement ogainat Chico. iii. 671, 420; but 
retired about this time, and in '39 grantee of /!Anjones raocho, and ageute de 
pollcfa at Mont, *44. iii. 679; iv. 6fe, 653. From ^45 be waa a capt. of defcu- 
sores, and wai active in '45--6 againsb Micheltorena and the U.S. under Castro 
and Floras, down to tho final treaty of '47. iv. 515, d52» 654-5; v, 41, 362-3; 
end in '4S, during the rumors of intended revolution, was one of the Califomiana 
required to give bonda and commit no hosrtilitiea. y. 585-6. He was a brave 
and Bomewhat reckless man, devoted to the cause of hia country. I have no 
record of the date of bis death, T. (Joaquin), brother of Est^van and Ga- 
briel, b. about *12, educ. at Mont. ii. 429; soon enlisted in the Mont comp.; 
corporal in ^36; alfdrez from '39, iii. 683, 671; iv. 13, 652. In '49 he took an 
active part in arresting the foreigners, and accompanied the exiles to S. Bias, 
being also grantee of Arroyo Seco rancho. iv. J9-21, 30; iii. 677. In *42-4 he 
was celador at the Mont, cuatom-houae. iv. 339i 377, 431; and in '45 took a 
leading part in the revolution j^ainafc Micheltorena, being made capt. of the 
Mont comp., andactingalcalde for atime. iv. 462, 487, 507, 652,654. In '46 
be was in com- of the fcroopa sent by Castro against the Bears, getting the 
worat of a skirmish at Olompalt, but deceiving Fremont by a ruse, he suc- 
ceeded in crossing the bay and accompanied Castro to the eouth. v. 41, 134- 
6, 165-8, 174-7. After the occupation by the U.S. he was paroled, but with 
the rest broke his parol© and fought in the Natividad campaign, v. 289, 331, 
^2, 366, 370. Don Joaquin waa a man of much energy and courage, like hia 
brother Gabriel in many respects, and not friendly to the Amer. invaders. 
He was cl. for Arroyo Seco in '52, and in '55 waa killed by Anastasio Garcia, 
a murderer whom he w&s trying to arrest near Sta B. T. (Josd Joaquin), 
1801, Span, cadet of the Hont comp. to "22, serving much of the time as gov- 
ernor's sec. ii. 379, 438, 457, 463, 580. 676. In '22 he waa grantee of the Bolsa 
del Potrero, sold to Capt. Cooper in '29. iL 61-'j, 664; iii. 13; in '23-5 sec. of 
the junta and diputacion. ii. 486-7, 513, 612; iii. 7, 20; in the lists of Span, 
of '28-30, but not sent away. iii. Q 1-2. In '36 he is named in the Mont, pa- 
drou aa 48 year^ old (prob. 52, as bis birth is recorded in 1784 in one doc.), wife 
Maria de los Angeles Cota, child* Egtfivan b. "18, Jos^ Ant '20, Encamacion 
(who married dapt Silva) '22, Hita (who married Florencio Serrano) '26, 
Pablo '31, Jos6 '33, and Maria de Alta Gracia'34. I find no later record of 
Don Josd Joaquin- Hia widow died at Mont, in 77 at the age of 87, leaving 
3 sons, 3 daughters, and 43 grandchildren. T. {Jos4 Maria), soldier of the 
Mont. comp. '36, age 19; juez de campo '42, iv, 653, T. (Pablo), in Castro's 
force '46. v, 363; son of J. J. T. (Raimundo), son of J. J., at Mont. '26, ii. 
612; soldier from '28; corporal of theescoltaat S. Mignel'29; involved in 
the Soliarevolt and sent toMex. '39- iii. 67-85; served in Jalisco and Sonora; 
and returned to Cal. in *47, to be mnrdered a little later near Mont 

TorrcQS (Hilario), 1786, Span, friar who served at S. Diego to *98, when 
he retired, dying in '99. Biog. i. 651; ment. i. 388, 423, 455-6, 459, 576-7- 
Torres (Antonio), at Los Aug. '46. T. (Francisco), 1834, Mei. physician of 
the H. & P. colony, who was in '35 exiled to Mer, for complicity in the 
movement at Los Aag. against Gov. Figneroa. iii. 284-90- T., 17^, mr of 
the ata Oertrudie. 1. 506. T. (Manuel), 1802, surgeon of the Cal. forces at 
Mont. 1802-3; and apparently at Mont again 18%. ii. 31, 140. T. (Ma- 
nuel), 1843, nat. of Peru, who came with Stephen Smith, his brotber^in-law> 
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\v. 396: And for aome yeta^ was employed by Smith ftt hia Bodega mill. In 
*45 he signed the bondfi of Amer. immigranta^ iv. 5$1, andwoa graotee of the 
Mnniz rancho, Sonoma Co., which waa finally confinned to bim. iv, 672, 679. 
In *48 he married Mai-iana, dauc;hter oF Capt. Wm A- Richardaon. He took 
but slight part in Uie troubles 01^46-7. In 75, reaidiug at 3.F,, Don Manuel 
gave me hia Peripedas de la Vida Cali/ornianat a most interesting MS,, de- 
voted to manners and cnatoms and observattona on early men rather than to 
a narrative of events. In ^85 he resides at Martinez. Torrey, 1845, doubtful 
member of Fremont's party, iv. 533. Tosta (Bonifacio), appointed gov. in 
^23, but did not come to Cal. ii. 484-5. Totten (Matthew), 1846, Co. C, lat 

U.S. dragoons (v. 336). Tova (Antonio), 1701, Uent of Malaspina'e exped. 
1.490. 

Towner (Loammi), 1847, Co. B, N.Y.Vol (v. 499)s d, at S. Job6 after *50. 
Towna (Charles), 1S44, one of Fr^jnont^s men, who left the party in CaL iv. 
437, 439, 453. Townsend (Alfred A.), 1847> from Valparaiso with lettera 
from Atherton to L^kin; of firm T- k Robinaon, bakera and aaloon-keepera 
at Mont. *47'-8; went to the minea '4S. T. (John), 1344, nat. of Va, a phy- 
aician and overl, inimig. from Mo. in the Stevens party with hia wife, iv, 
446, 4Q3. He served as Butter^e aid in the Hichel to reaa campaign, iv. 483, 
485, 516; then practised medicine at Mont, for a time in '45. In Clyman^s 
Diary he is described as ^mnch attached to his own opinions, as likewise to 
the climate and country of Cal. His pleasant wife does not enter into all her 
husband's chimerical specaktiona.' Tn^4d-9 Dr T. practised medicine at S.F., 
visiting Sutter's fort in '46. v. 128; being at Benicia '47, ai>d also prospecting 
the Marin Co. hills for minerals; the owner of several S. F, Iota, on one ot 
whkh he built a house and office, v. 678; in '48 taking aome part in town 
politics, and serving as school truatee aiid alcalde, but making a trip to the 
mines, v, 648-9, 651-2. 65C; and in '49 member of the council. Late m ^50 he 
moved to a farm near S. Jofl€, where he and his wife (a aiater of Moees Sohal- 
lenberger) died of cholera in Bee. ^50 or Jan. *5L Dr T. waa a man of excel- 
lent character, and of genial, enthusiastic temperament. T. (John M,), 
1848, Sta Clara fruit-grower '59-76- T, (J. S.), 1848, paasp. from Hon.; 
perhaps same as preceding. Towson (Thomas), 1846, Co. F, Cal. Bat. (v. 
358); enlisting at 8. Juan Oct. Toye (H, H. F.), 1847, Co. G- N.Y.Vol. (v, 
499); d. ID Nicaragua '56. 

Trail (G.), 1848, passp. from Hon. Trapin (E. S_), 1845, lieut on the U.S, 
Savannah; performed relig. aerviceat S.F. *4G. v.225. Travera ( John ) 1847, 
owner of a S.F. lot. v. 676. T. (Wm B.), 1847, sergt Co. G, N.Y.VoL v. 
604; killed by the Los Ang. cjtplosion. v. 625, Travis (W.), 1848, paaap, 
from Hon. Treadway (P.), 1848, mrof the KeixinonohL v. 579; went back 
to Hon. on the Julian. Treanor (D.), 1348, paasp. from Hon- Treat 
(Thomas), 1847, Co, D, Monn. Bat, (v. 463). Trejo (Entimio), appointed 
celadorat Mont.; perhaps did not come. iv. 557. Tremmela (Wm R.}, 1847. 
lieut Co. C, N,Y. Vol. j died on the voy, to Cal v, 504, 613, 

Treseoni (Alberto), 1844, prob. Italian, named in Larkin^a aocounta and 
other records at Mont, from this year, iv, 453; at StaCrua 79, owning prop- 
erty in Mont. Co, Trevethau (Wm), 1826, Engl, sailor who came from the 
Islands on the l^otvr, iii. 176, and worked as boatmau at Mont., afterwards 
becoming lumberman and carpenter, and for a time majordomo of S, MigueL 
In '29 hb ^a& waa 26; and from '33 his name appears in various records aa a 
sawyer in the Mont. diat. In ^40 he was arrested, but not exiled. iv< 17, 23; 
naturalised in ^44, and married, perhaps earlier, to Maria Antonia Perez. 
In these years he lived in the S. Antonio redwoods, and was for a time sub- 
alcalde; later he moved to Sta Cruz Co., where he etill Hved in 70, with 
10 children. Trigo (Jos^ R.), at Los Aug. '46. Triunfo (Jos6 Miguel), 

frantee of Cahuenga ranclio '45^ iv, 634, Troutman (James B.), 1857i Co. 
; N.y.Vol. {V. 499). T. (John), 1847, drummer in ditto. Trow (Henry), 
1845, Engl. Bailor in Sutter's employ '45-6. iv. 578, 587; v. 675; ment in 
connection with Benicia af^ira ^47-8; later in the mines o£ Trinity or 3haata; 
and last seen by Bidwell between '56 and '60. 
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Tmbody (John), 1847, nat. of Engl, wid overl, immig. from Mo. with fam- 
ily, who, &iter ft ehort stay at Suttor'afort, settled at S.S, though owning land 
at Napa. He and hia wife were active memb, of the lat methodiat eociety in 
Cal.; the latter, Jane Palmer, dying in "17. T. (Joaiah P.), 1847, ^n of 
John, b. in Pa, who went from S. F. in '56 to Napa? married Soplironia 
Ament in '65; at Napa in '80 engaged with his brother in the cultivation of 
berriea, T. (Wni A,), 1847, aon of John, b. in Mo.; educated in the east 
from '50; married a daughter of T. L» Grigaby '08; at Napa 'SO. Truett, 
1S47, at Sutter'a fort; doubtful name. Tniitte {S.), 1846, Co. F, Cal. Bat, 
enlisting at S. JTian Oct, (v. 358). Trujillo, half a dozen of the name at- 
LosAng. *46. T. (LoreDZo), 1841, chief of a N. Mex. colony aettling at S, 
Bern,, where he BtilUived '46. age 50. iv, 278,638, T. (MaDuel),Mex. seo- 
of C^rloa Carrillo aa gov. *37^8; perhaps the same who waa admin, of S. Laia 
Ob. '35; left Cal, with Tobar '38. iii. 548-9, 565, 682^. Truman (Jacob 
M.), 1847, Co. C, Morm. Bat. (v, 439); one of the esplorere of a new rotito 
over the mts '48. Trusted (Gottfried), 1847, Co, F, 3d U.S. artill. (v. 518). 

Tubb (Michael), 1846, Co, C, lat U.S. drains (v, 336); an alcalde at^ 
Mormon camp '49; apparently a partner of J> W. Caaain fn Tehama Co. in 
later years. T. (Wm), 1846, Co. 0, ditto; prob, brother of Michael, 
Tucker (Geo, W.), 1846, nat. of Ohio, aon of E. P., memb- of IstDonner re- 
lief. V. 539; miner in '48-9; settler in Napa '47-81; married in '58 to Ango- 
lioa Kellogg, by whom he haa 8 cbiWren. T. (JohnW.), 1846, brother of 
G. W., and reaid. of Napa '47-81; wife Mra C. E. Weed '79. T. (Reasin 
P.), 1846, overL immig, with wife and several sons. v. 629; a niemher of the- 
lat and 4th Bonner relief, v. 53S, 541; settled in Napa with his aous, hut in 
'79 living at Soleta, StaB^; also called Daniel. T, (S. J-)i perbapa another 
son of R. P., in Napa '47, T. (Thomafi), 1845, in Sutter'a employ, T. 
(Wm), 1847, Co. I, N.Y.Vol, (v, 499); atSonora'71; not in Oark^s laat list, 
Toel (James), 1846, Fauntleroy's dragoons (v. 232, 247), 

Turcot^ [Francois), 1830, Canadian tmpper of YouDg'a party; prob. re- 
turned to N. Mex, iii. 174. Turincio (Mannd), X841 , mr of^ the Cotnmdine. 
iv, 564. Tarkaon (Paul), 1845, trader at S.F. Tumbutl (Thomas), 1841, 
Encl. Bailor on the Bragama, who left the veaael and waa at Sta Cruz '42-3. 
In 43 hia relatives in London write for information about him. Turner, 
1848, from Hon, on the Sa^a^«Aoc. T. (Chaa C.)» 1845, com, of the U.S, 
Erie '45^7- iv. 565. T, (David), 1847, Co. D, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499). T, 
(Henry S.), 1S46, capt. 1st dragoons, who came with Kearny from N. Mex., 
fought at S. Paacual; com. of 2d t^t. of Stockton's force 46-7; went east- 
with Kearny '47; and waa a witnesa at the Fn^mont court-martial, v. 336, 
347, 385, 391-5, 437, 441, 444, 452, 456. He was again at &.F, '52-4, being a. 
member of tho banking 6rm of Lucaa, T., & Co. T. (James H-)t capt. of 
Co. B, K.Y-Vol. T. 50?, 511; did not come to CaL v. 540. T. (John S.), 
1826, one of Jed. Smith'a trappcra in Cal. '26-7. iiL 153, 159-60, 176; came 
back with McLeod'a party '28. iii, 161; and again before '35, when Lewent- 
from Cal, to Or., revisitinjf Cal. with the Cattle party of ^37. iv. 85, Bryaut 
met him near Clear Lake in '46; he waa one of the 2d Donner relief '47. t. 
540; and died the same year in Yolo Co. T. (Loarami), 1847, Co. B. N,Y. 
Vol, (v, 499), T. (Sam- ), 1845, one of the men lost on the Warrtn's launch 
'46. iv. 587; v, 384. Tumey, 1848, from Or., kept a restaurant at Sutter'a^ 
fort. 

Tuatin (Femandc), 1845, aon of Wm I., who came overl. aa a child, iv. 
579, 687; a blackamith in S.F, *83. T, (Wm Isaac), 1845, nat. of Va, and 
overl, immig. of the GrigahyJde party with wife and aon. "v. 579, 587. He 
worked for Sutter and remained in the upper Sac, Val. '45-6; iv. 680^ and in 
'47 settled at Benicia, where he built the £rab adobe houae. v, 672. Later he 
moved to 3.F., where he engaged in the manufacture of windmills, and where 
be atill livea in '85 at the age of 65. In '80 he wrote for my uae hia EeeoUeC' 
tione, a MS. which has furnished mc not a few items of intereat. Tuttle^ 
(Eknaon), 1847, Co, C, Morm. Bat (v. 469). T. (Luther T,), 1847, wrgt Co.. 
b, ditto. T, 477; at Manti, Ut^. ^1, 
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Twist (Hilary), 184G. Co. C, Ist U.S. dragoons [v. 336). T. (W.W.), 
1847 (?), sheriff of LoH Aug. '62-3; killed in Sonora, Moj,; accredited to the 
N.Y.Vol.byBell. Hcmin., 53,288. TwitchellfADciel), 1847, Co. D, Morm, 
Bat. {v, 469), Tylee (Dan, E.), 1847, doubtful namo Co. D, N.Y.VoL (v, 
499); not in Clark's last list. Tyler (Daniel), 1847, eergt Co, C, Morm» Bat. j 
alio elder in the church, capt. of 50 on the return, oud author of an excellent 
Jiistory of the Morm. Bat. v, 477, 488, 491, 493; in Utah '85. T (Henry B,), 
1847, capt. of marines on the U,S, Oolufj^us. X. (J.Jj \^^, Co. B, artiU, 
Cal. Bat., enlisting at Sac. Oct. (v. 558). 

Uber, 184S, German in charge of Sutter's diatillery. Yatea; iv, 229. 
Uhrbrook (Henry), 1S47> Co. G, N. Y. Vol, (v, 499); m Nicaragua -with 
Walker; d. Sta Clara 75. Ulibarri (Francisco Roman Fernandez), 1809, 
Span* friar who served chiefly at S. Juan B. and Sta Inifs, dying at S. Gabriel, 
'SI. Biog. ii. 669; ment. ii, 154, 159-60, 237, 357, 366, 369, 386, 394, 655. 
Ulloa (Gonailo), 1819, com. of tlie 5'. Cdrtos. ii. 253; com. S. Bias *21-2. ii. 
441, 456-7- U. (Francisco), 1539, in his navigation of the gulf poseibly 
looked upon Cal, territory, i. 64, 68; Hist. North Mex. St., i.'JZ^t^^i. 

Unamano (Francisco), 1842, mr of the CoTistanie. iv. 564. Underwood 
(G.L.), 1847, Co. I, KY.Vol. (v. 499); at Potaluma74; d. Portland, Dr., '81. 
Unzueta (Jos^), sergt of artill. at Mont. 1S03-4. Upham (Wm), 1847, of U, 
& Talbot at Mont. '47-8. Upson (Trueman), 1847, Co. G, N.Y. Vol. (v, 499). 

Uren (Thomas), 1848, d. at Dutch Flat '73. Placer Co. Hist., 411. Ur- 
guides (Antonio, Dolores, . Guillermo, Juan, aod Tomis), at Los Ang. '46-8, 
U. (Encamacion). cettlcr at Los Ang. '12; alcalde in ^24, ii. 349, 354-5, 359. 
Uria (Francisco Javier de la Coacepcion], 1797, Span, friar, whose longest 
service was at Sta In^s. He died at Sta R in '34. BioR. iii. 659; ment. i. 562, 
677; ii.29, 115, 155, 159-60,236,368,394,626,528-9,579,581, 620,622,655; 
iii._ 92, 96, 118, 350-1, 657. U. (Jos4 Antonio), 1799, Span, friar, who served 
chiefly at S- Josfi mission, retiring in 1808, Biog. ii. llSj ment i. ^^^ 557; 
ii. 46, 68, 130, 137-8, 155, 159-60, 

Uribe (Francisco, Jos^ M., and Pedro), at Loa Ang. '46. T7. (Ricardo), 
soldier of Sta B. comp. before ^7; at Los Ang, '45, being a leader in a re- 
volt, iv, 523, 541, 632. Uribes (Jo34 Miguel), settJer at Branciforte 1797. i. 
569. 0. (Tomas), regidor at Loa Ang. '19. ii, 351, 354. Uriquidea (Maria 
Ma^dalena), 1794, wife of Gov. Borica. i. 728. Urrea (Jos^), interpreter at 
the Col. River pueblos 1780-2. i. 359, 362, 367. Urresti (Jos^ Antonio), 
18^t ^»an. friar, who served for brief terms at several missions, and died 
at S. Fern, in *12. Biog. ii. 357; ment. ii. 109, 114-16, 121-2, 159, 355, 394. 
Urselino (Jos4), carpent^rat S. Diego, killed by Ind. 1775. i. 250, 253. Ur- 
BUR (Julian), grantee of Panocha rancho '44. iv. 672; chosen alcalde at S. 
Juan B. '47. v. 640. Usson (Ramon), 1772, Span, friar who wafi intended 
for the mission of S. Buenaventura, but after teine stationed as supernumer- 
ary at S. Diego and S. Antonio, he went away sick as chaplain on the explor- 
ing transports in '74, retiring also from that service after one voyage, i. 192-3, 
196, 227, 240-1, 455. 

Vaca (Manuel), 1841, nat, of K Mesr,, prob. of the prominent N. Mex. 
family of that name — descended from Capt. Vaca, one of the conquerors of 
1600, and often absurdly connected with Cabeza de Vaca — who came with 
his family in the "Workman party, settling in Solano Co., where with Pena 
he obtained a grant of the Putah rancho, where he spent the rest of his life, 
^7"ig> I think, before '60, iv. 278, 516, 672; v, 119. Don Majiuel was a hos- 
pitable man of good repute, whose name is borne by the valley and by the 
town of Vacaville. Of the family there is not much definite information. 
Juan was killed by Ind. on the Moqnelunine in '45. Marcos is named in N. 
Helv. records from '45; had a Cal. claim of ^,967 (v. 462); and was perhaps 
grantee of a rancho. iv. 671; being 2d alcalde at Sonoma '45, iv. 678. Nepo- 
muceno is named in a SonoTna list of '44; age 26; perhaps the same as Juan, 
Te6fi!o was 19 in '44, and died at the rancho in 77, leaving a family. These 
Hi0T. Cal., Vdl- 7. 48 
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I Buppose were all sona of Manuel. In '30 JosS Ant. Vaca had viaited CaJ* 
fromk Mex. iiL 173. Vail (James M.), 1847. Co. I, N.Y,Vol. {v. 499); 
kiHed by Ind, in El Dorado Co, '49, Vaillant (Jean), 1830, tfiipper of 
Yoang^fl party froro N. Mcx. iii. 174, 

Valdvs (Aiitanio), settler at Lcfs Aug. 45. ii. 360. V. (Antonio Maria), 
at Log Ang. '36; age 25 in '39 (another Antonio '47); zanjoro in '44. iv. 6.'i3. 
V. (BaaJlio), regidor at Loa Ang, '36-7; sfndico *40-l, '45, iu, 4S1, 509, 631-2, 
634, 636, 638; still at Loa Ang. '48. V, (Cayetanoj, 1791, lient of Malaapi- 
»a*s exped, j, 490; com. of the Mexicana 1792. i. 506-7; killed at Trafalgar, 
V, (Creacencio), soldier of Sta B. comp. before ^37; at Loa Ang. ^9, ago 40. 
V, (Dorotea), an old woman, aged 81, lii^Iug at Mont. '74, who gave me her 
J^eminiacencea of very early times, ii. 232, Sbe was a daugbter of Juan B- 
Vald^a, one of tho early et^ttlers of S. Diego, where she was born in 1793. 
V. (Eugenio), settler at Los Ang. 1800. li. 349. V. (Felix), 1S43, Mex. 
officer of the bat^lon fijo. who eeems to have come later than the main body; 
is named in aeveral transactions of '43-5, and waa the grantee of Tem^cula 
ranchom '44. iv. 406, 470. S09, 621, G39. V. (Francisco), at S. Bern. '46, 
afte 25. V, (CJervasio), sob-deacon at tho Sta In^ seminary '44. iv. 426. 
V. (Jeans), Sonoran kiUed at Sta B- '40. iii, 665- V. (Job6), aoldier of Sta 
E. comp. '32; at hos Ang. '46-8. V, (Jo&d Marfa), at Los Ang. and S. Bern. 
'39-46. V. {3os6 Eamon], b. at Loa Ang. 1803; a soldier of '21^32; later 
rancheroand trader Sta B.; in '38 aindico. iii 654; in '42-3 juez depaa. iv. 
642; in'45maj. atS. Buea., iv. 645, where in 78 be gave me bis Jfem«Ha«- ii. 
240j wife Darla Ortega, 3 child, in '37- V, (Juan B.}. an old aettler who left 
some biat. mem. l 175. V^. (Julian), at Los Aug. '39-48. V. (Laciano), 
teacher at Loa Ang. '30. ii» 564. V. (Marfa Eita), grantee of S, Antonio 
raucbo '31. V. (Melecio). aettler at Loa Ang. 1789. 1 46L V. (Miguel), 
at Loa Ang, *48- 7, (fiiifael), soldier of Sta B. comp, "32; wife Rafaela 
Pico; 6 chUd. in *37. V. (Kodrigo), shoemaker at Mont- '41, V. (Salva- 
dor), fifer of the 9,F. comp, '39-42. V. (Simplicio), arrested in '46 for con- 
spiracy. It. 522. V. (Urita), in revolt at Los Ang. *46, v, 308. 

Vjjencia (Antonio), aoldier of S.F. comp. '19-28; hanged in '49 for mur* 
der of Pyle near S. JoaS in '47; jierhapa 2 men. V, (Antonio), soldier of 
Sta B. comp. before '37; arreated in ^37, and executed for murder at I^os Ang^ 
'42. iiL 638; iv, 632. V. (Antonio), atLosAng. '46. V. (Ascencio),Bbotfor 
murder at Loa Ang. '41. ir.630. V. (Bruno), aoldier of tbe S.F. comp. '19- 
27; in '41 at S. JoaC, age 39, wife Bemarda Duarte, chili Francisco h. '31, 
Maria C^neepcion '30, Meliton '35, Joa^ Eamon '38; owner of S.F. lot '43. 

IV. 669; v. 684; juez de campo '43. iv. 686. lie apparently lived at S. Mateo. 

V. (Candelario), soldier of tbe S.F. comp- '23-33; in '34 grantee of Acalanes 
rancho, Contra Coata. iii. 711; S.F. elector '35. iii. 704; ownerof lot at S.F, 
miasion '40. iii. 706; juez de campo '42, iv. 665, being named on tho S.F, 
padroD as 38 years old, wife Paula Sanchez, chil<7. Eustaquio b. '2S, Job4 Ra- 
mon '29, Maria '32, Lucia '43, Tomis '37, Josefa '41. Sergt of defenaores '44, 
iv. 667; juez do campo '46. v. 648; witncas in the Santillan caae '54. Hia wife 
waa a cl. for Buri-buri rancho. V, (Dolores), wife of Lient Grijalva 1776. 
11. 104. V. (Euetaouio), son of Candelario, rcaid. at S.F. mission from '37, 
witn<^i9 hi the Santillan ca^ '56. Grantee and cl. of a miaaion lot '45-5^ iv, 
673. T. (Franciaco), rcgidor at S. Joad 1802, ii. 134; still at S. Jos^ '41, 
ago 68, nat. of Sonera, widower. He waa perhaps the father of tho S.F. Va- 
lenciafi. The family name is borne by a leading street in S.F. V. (Gregorio), at 
S, Bern. '46. V. ((juadalupe), at S. Joa^ *41, ^e 26, wife Bamona Martinez, 
child Miguel b. '40. V, (Ignacio), settler at Loa Ang. 1808. ii. 349; atS. 
Bern. '46, age 25, prob. a son. V. (Joe^ de Jeaua)) soldier of the S.F, comp. 
*27-37; in '42 at S.F., age 35, wife Julia Sanebez, c)iild. Catariua U '35, Kiao 
'37, and Francisco; eorp. of dofenaorea"44, V. (J. M.), his wife the 1st poraon 
buried at S.F. '76. L 296. V. (Joa^ Eamon), b. at S.F. '28, grantee and cL 
of miflsion lota. iv. 673; in Mariu Co. '65-76. V. (Julio), at S. Jos^ '41, 
age 85, wife Concopcion Alviso, child. Cirilo b- '28, GnadaJupe '33, Magda- 
lena '45, Mannel '39; in '44 of the S. Jos^ guard, iv. 6S5, V. (Manuel), sot- 
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tier at S. Job^ 1788, died. i. 477- V. (ilanuel), grantee of Caliada de Pinole, 
Contra Costa, iv. 672. V. (Manuel), at Los Aug, '37 in jail; known as *El 
Chino.* V, (Miguel), 2d alcalde at StaB. '2Q; soldier before '87, wiio Prisca 
Oli^era; alcalde '31-2, iii, 653, 212; maj. at Sta In6n '39. iiL 664. V. (Ra- 
mon), grantee of laud at S. Gabriel, iv. 637. V. (Eitillo), arrested *38. id. 
638; a leader in Los Aag. tumult '45. iv. 523. V. (Vicente), eindico^at SU 
B. '27, '39. ii. 572; iiL 52, 664; wife Mai^rita Valenzaela, 4 child, before ^37- 
Valentin, at Soledad ''^. ii. 623. Valentino, afcN. Helv. '47-8. Valen- 
zaela (Antonio), at Sta B. before *37, wife Marfa Ant. F^lii; grantee of laod 
at S. Juan Cap. '41, iv. 626; land at 8. Gabriel '43. iv. 637; at S. Gabriel '46. 
V. (Desiderio and Dolores), at Los Aug, '46-8, V. (Eatanielao), soldier of 
tbo S.F. comp. '27-31; at Los Ang. '46, V» (Felipe and Francisco), at Loa 
Ang, '46. V, (Gaapar), zanjero at Los Aug. '44. iv. 633; reeid. *39-48. V. 
(Tgnacio), invAlido at Sta B, ^32, wife Felipa Fernandez, child Jnaoa, V. 
(Ignacio), named in *46. v. J62. V. (Joaquin), at Lob Ang» '39, age 29; at 

^ K. Gab. '46-7 as jnez de eampo. v. 628; at Sta B. '30. V, ( Jos^), at Loa Aug. 
'46. V. (Josi Marfa), at Los Ang. '15. ii. 350; soldier at Sta B. '32; alcalde 
at Sta B. '35, iii. 654; maj, at Sta B. mission '38. iii. 656-7; admin, at Pu- 
rfsJma '38-41. iii. 666; iv. (>48; still at Sta B. '51. His wife was Josefa Cota, 
with 4 children before '37. V, (Josi Sabas), at Loe Ang. '46, V. (Luis), 
6old[er at Sta B. ^32, wife Jogefa Ttocba; at Los Ang. '46-8. V. (Manuel), 
soldier of Sta B. 1799; settled at Los Ang. 1800. ii. 349. V. (Manuel), corp, 
at Mont. '36, age 22. V. (Mj^vimo)} juez de campo at Los Ang. '33. iii. 636; 
still there '48. V. (Pedro), settler at Los Ang. 1798. ii. 350; at Los Ang, 
'46; d. S. Juan Cap, '68. V. (Frdspero), owner of land at S. Gab. '43, iv, 
fi37. V. (Ramon), at Los Aug. '46-8. V. (Salvador), ranchero at Sta R 

' '45. V. (Secundino), at Los Ang. '39-46. V. (Segundo), settier at Los 
Ang. lSOO-19, ii. 349, 354. 

Vall« (Antonio del), 1319, Mez. lieut of the S. Bla^ mfentry comp., sta- 
tioned at S.F. for a few years, ii. 253, 265, 371; in *22 accompanied the 
eandnigo to Ross, ii. 464, and from that year was in com, of the inf. comp, 
ftt Mont, ii. 534, 536, 583, 609, 675, 549; iii 26. In '23-4 he was in trouble, 
was tried by a im\itary court for breaches of discipline, and once ordered to 
S. Bias, but waa finally permitted to remain. Hia troubles seem to have 
sprung from the hostility of Gov. ArgiteHo, against whom be made many 
compmititfl; and he waa not released from arrest till '26. Kobinaon describea 
him in '31 as *a little dried-np piece of vanity.^ In'32 he supported Zamorano, 
going to Los Ang. with Ibarra, iii. 227; mcnt, in '34. iii. 271; in '34-5 he waa 
4X)misionado for the secularization of S. Fern., where he served also as major- 
domo to '37. iii. 346, 353, 646-7, He opposed Alvarado in '36, was arrested 
in '37, and supported Cirloa Carrillo in ^38. iii. 488, 504, 545. In '39 he was 
grantee of S. Francisco rancho, iii. G33, where he died in '41, the same year 
that gold was discovered on hie place. V, (Antonio), soldier of tho Hidalgo 
batallon at Mont. '36, age 14; juez de paz at Sonoma '46. v. 668. V. (Ig- 
nacio), 1825, Bon of the Heut and nat. of Jalisco, who came to CaL with 
Kcheandia, and in '28 became a cadet in the Sta B. comp,, going to S. Diego 
with the gov. and serving as ayudante do plaza, ii. 572, 549. In '31-^2 he 
joined the pronunciados against Victoria and Zamorano, thongh bis father 
served on the other side, being madealf^rez in '31, and attached to the Mont, 
comp. from '32. iii. 201, 204, 227, 671. He was comisionado to secularize S, 
Gabriel '33, Sta Cruz '34, and S.F. '35. iii. 289, 326, 346, 354, 644, 694-5, 
714-15. Don Ignacio supported Gutierrez against Alvarado in '36, going south 
after G.'s downfall, supporting Carrillo, and being sent to Sonoma as a pris- 
oner in '38. iii. 463, 645, 449, 555, 666, 578. In '3« he is namedaaalf., habiU- 
tado, and supl. vocal of the junta; hut wa>s mustered out of tho mil. service 
the same year, iii. 583, 590, 692, 641, 661, though atill ment. as habil, in '40-1. 
On the death of his father in '41 he settled on the S, Francisco rancho, where 
in *42 he was appointed juez of the new mining diatrict. iv. 297, 316, 630-1 ; 
in '43 elector, suplente of the junta, and grantee of Tejon. iv. 361, 635; in 
45-6 sljll memb. and sec. of the jnnta, memb, elect of the consejo, and treas* 
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nrerof tLe civil gort by Pico'a appoiDtment, iv. 519, 521, 547, 558, 631; v, 
35, He was alcalde at Loa Ang, in 'ijO, recorder in *oO-l, member of ttie couu- 
dl and of the l^isl. '52. His record throughont bis career ia that of a faith- 
fnlofGcer and excellent citizen. In 77, living at hh rancho of Camnlos, he 
dictated for me hia recoUectiona of Lo Pasado de CalifonUa^ and gave me a 
col. of Doc, Hist» CaLy wbicii contaiaa eotno important papers. He died in 
*S0 at the ago of 72. Of his family I know only that a son, IL F-, is in '8^ 
prominent in Cal. politics, having beeu member of the assembly and state 
senator. V. {Luis), IS34, com. of the ^or^^o*. iii. 269, 383, V. (Rafael), 
teacher at S. Jos^ '21. ii. 379. 

Vallejo (Tgnacio Vicente Ferrer), 1774, nat. of Jalisco, Mes., son of Ge- 
r6nimo V. and Antonia Gomez, b. in 1748, of pure Span, blood, and of a fam- 
ily which included many persons of education, especially several prints, 
friara, and nuna of some prominence, ag is proved by a certificate of hmpieza 
de Banoro founded on testimony taken in Jalisco J806 at the petition of Juan 
JobS v., a priest and brother of Ignacio. The latter, however, liad no incli- 
nation for eduoatioD or the church; nothing definite ia known of his early 
life; but in 73, at the ago of 25, he enlisted at Compo&tela under Rivera 
for Cal. service, and arrived at S. Diego in Sept. 74 \nth Lieut Ortega. He 
was a somewhat unmanageable soldier, often in trouUej but was praised 
for bravery in connection with the Ind. rising at S. D. in 75. i, 255j and in 
76 was given leave of absence from mil. service to become an employ^ at 8. 
Luis Ob. i. 299, 428; beingformally discharged, Isuppose,attheexpiratiouof 
hieenlistment term. From '81 he was employed at S. C^los, havixig, it seems, 
much skill and energy in directing agric. and irrigation works, though by no 
means a model of regular conduct, as is shown hj occasional changes and rep- 
rimands. In '85 he waa appointed comiaionado of S. Jofi£; re^nnsted in '87 
for 10 years in the Mont. comp. ; waa promoted to corporal '89; and in ^95 
was removed from his p<»Bition at S. Jos^ on complaint <k the dtizens; bein^ 
corp, of the escolU at Soledad in '9^-5; r^iamng to S. Josd as superintends 
ent of flax culture '95Si an<l holding again the post of comisiouado^ or perhaps 
Corp. of the guard, in '97-9. i. 43i>, 478-9, 49tf, 543, 552, 587, 020, n<^lU 
71&-19, 725. In 1799 he waa made comisionado at Branciforte,. holding that 
placo for several years, or more than once, the records not being quite clear. 
1. 571; ii. 159; in 1805 waa promoted to sergt, and in 1807 — tiaving ob- 
tained the certificate of gentle blood in 1806, as mendoned above — was da- 
clarod sargento diatinguido. ii, 140-1, 182; iii, 451_ 1 have his hojas de 
servicio of di£ dates, ahowing him to have been engaged in several Ind. cam- 
paigns, and to have been recommended for promotion, which — prob, on 
account of his intractability and early irregularities — he did not get. In '18 
he is ment. in counectiou with the Bouchard af^r, subsequently oeing em- 
ployed on certain public works at Mont. ii. 230-1, 339, 379, 381, 609. In 
24 he waa sent to S. Luis Ob. on service connected with the Ind. revolt of 
that year; aakiog the same year for retirement, which was apparently not 
granted, though he got a grant of the Bolsa de S. CayeUuo rancho, on which 
his cattle had been for some years, ii. 536-7, 615-16, 619, 664; iiL 43, 078; 
ment, in '30. iii. 83. He died at Mont, in ^1 at thc'^e of 83. Don Ignacio 
is described in his enlistment papers aa 5 ft 5J in. in heigbt, with brown 
hair, gray eyes, short nose, full beard, and fair completion. He was a rough, 
coarse-grained, uneducated man; prond of his Spanish blood and family; 
haughty in manner, insubordinate and unmanageaUe as a soldier, and often 
in trouble with hia superiors; careless in his morals; but endowed with con- 
siderable force .md executive ability, and honorable and straightforward, I 
think, in his dealings with other men. His wife waa Maria Antonia, daughter 
of f rancisco Lago, married in 1790, who died in '53. There were 13 children, 
5 sons — 4 of whom survived their father, and are named in this register — and 
8 daughters — 3 of whom, including MagdaZana b, 1833, Isidora, and the wife 
of Majiano Soberanes, died before 31. The suTvivors were Prudenciana, who 
married Josd Amesti, and died after 77. ttucamacion, who married C^pt. J. 
B. R. Cooper, and still lives in ^85; Rosalia, Mrs J. F. Leese, living in '85; 
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JoBeEa, vlfe of Alvarado (it. 141), Eatra<ta, and Erl&dariaga aQcc^aaively; uid 
Maria de Jesua, still living in '63. 

Vallejo {JoRii de Jeaus), eon of IgnaciDf b. at S. Job^ inl7dS; lat named Iq 
records of the Bouchard afiair of ISlS, when be perhaps commaDded a battoiy 
at Mont, ii 229-32, 234, From abont '24 he seemH to have lived at the Bolea 
de 3. Ca^etano, belonging to bla father and after 'Si to hioieelf, till '36, 
being snplente of the diputacion in ^33, regidor at Mont, in ^35, and c^pt, of 
miUfia artill. under Alvarado in *36-S, ii. 615; iii. $2,246. 430, 457. 474, ,^^11, 
525, 567, 673, 678, 732. From '36 be waa comUionado and adroin. of S. Joad 
mission. iiL 725; iv. 47, 194; in *39 suplente of the junta, iii- 590; in '40 en- 
gaged in an Indn campaign. Iv. 76. 138; and in '40-2 grantee of the Arro;^^ 
de la Alameda, for which in later years he waa the successful claimant, iii. 
711; iv. 670. He was mil com. at B. Joe^ '41-2, and is ment. in '44. iv. 201, 
465, 6d4, 686; delegate to the consejo genei^ '46. v. 45; Cal. claim of $2,825 
*46-7 (v. 462). He spent the rest of his life at Mission S. Jos^, where he was 
postmaater in *52, and In 75 dictated for my use his Hemtniscencia* IJis- 
ttSrica^^ He died in '82 at the age of '84. His wife waa Soledad Sanchez, 
and two daughters, Teresa and Guadalupe, survived him* V. (Juan 
Antonio), son of Ignacio, owner of S.F. lot '40. iii. 706; v. 681; snplente 
jnez at Mont. *43. iv. 653; aux. de policla '46. v. 637. He was later a 
rauchero in the Pdjaro Valley, having but little to do with public aSairs at 
any time. Died at Mont. *57. Larkin describes him as the moat popular of 
the brothers. 

Vallejo (Mariano Guadalupe), son of Ignacio. b. at Mont, in 1803, and 
educated at the same town. ii. 429; see a sketch of his life to '36 in iii. 471-3. 
He entered the mil. service in '23 (or from Jan. 1, ^24) as cadet of the Mont \ 

comp-, tcad in '27 was promoted to alfdrez of the S.F. comp., though remain- « 

ingat Mont, till '30 as habilitado and sometimes acting com., being in '27 a 
snplente of the dip., and in '29 a prisoner of the Solis revolters. beaidea mak- 
ing a somewhat famous exped. against the Ind. ii. 583-4, 603; iii. 36, 65, 69, 
73, 89, 112-14. From '30 ha served at S.F., being com. from '31; but aa r 
memb. of the dip< during the revolution Against Victoria, of which he was an ■ 
active promoter, and the Zamorano^Echeandla r^ime of \')2. he waa abaent iu ' ~'^ 

the south much of the time. iu. 50, 99. 187, 189, 192-3. 200, 212, 216-19. 365, : 
399.701. In*33, though denieda place in the dip. onaccount of his mil. rank. V. 
was sent to the norUiern frontier to select a preaidio site and to inspect the ! 

Kaasian eatabliahment, on which he made a report; and was also occupied by 
troubles with hia soldiers and with the nsisaionaries. iiL 245-8. 254-5, 321-4, 
393, 631, 699. 716; iv. 161-2. In '34 he waa promoted to lient, aent as comi- 
sionado to secularize Solano mission, and was grantee of the Petalumarancho, 
besides being intrusted with the preliminary steps toward establishing aclvil 
govt at S.F., and being elected a substitute member of confess, iii. 256-8. 
279,292, 712, 719-20. In '3o he was the founderof Sonoma, being made com. 
mil. and director of colonization on the northern frontier, engaging also in 
Ind. campaigns, iii. 3S6-7, 294, 354, 360, 363. 721-3; and from thia time was 
indef&ti^ble in his efforts to promote the aettlement and developnaent of the 
north, ^Fbrts that were none the leas praiseworthy because they tended to 
advance hia own personal interesU. From *35 he waa the most independent 
and in some respecta the moat powerful tnan in Oal. The year '36 brought 
new advancement, for though Lieut V. book no active part in the revolution, 
yet after the &:^t success had been achieved, such was the weight of hia name, 
that under Alvarado's new govt he wag. made comandante general of Cat., 
taking the of6.ce on Kov. 29th, and was advanced to the rank of colonel 
by the Cal. authorities; and in the sectional strife of '37-9, though not per- 
sonally taking part in miL operations, he had more inEuence than any 
other man in sustaining Alvarado, being advanced by the Mex. govt in '38 to 
the rank of capt. of the comp, and colonel of defensorea. his position aa com< 
*ndante militar being recognized by Mei. from '39. iii. 423, 429-30, 440-3, 
456-7, 471-4. 48S-9. 511-14, 523-5. 531-4, 541-4. 546-7, 561-2, 567, 570,-4, 
579-83, 590-2. 694, 670, 718; iv. 47. 67. 70-4, 86-7, 145. The new admin. 
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being fuUy eatablisheil, Gen. V, gave his attention not only to the develop- 
Toenb of Uia frontera del norte, but to an attempted reorganization of tb^ 
presiduil companieaiit onticipatiozL of foreign invosioa^ and to the comm«Fciat 
iateresta of Cal.; but insuperable obatacles were encountered, the generara 
views being in aomo reapeeta ex^travagant, the powers at Mont, not lieiug ia 
ayropathy with his reforxna^ aud a quarrel with Alvarado being the result. 
Meauwbile no man'a iianje ia more prominent in the annala of 39-42, space 
permitting special reference hero onljr to his relations with Sutterand with the 
Euaeians, iii. 595-604; iv. 11-12, 61, 92, 121, 12S-9. 133-4, 165, 171-^, 196, 
198-209, 208, 213-U, 218-20, 2S7-9, 249-52, 273-5. After ae^-eral years of 
controversy with the gov., and largo aacrificea of private meana in fruitleaa 
efforts to serve hia country, the general induced the Mox- govt to unite the 
mil. and civil coramanda in one officer from abroa^l, and turned over hia 
Gomniand to Micheltorena in ^42. There la no foundation for the currtiut 
charge that he sought the governorship ujid overreached himself. Under the 
new admin, he waa promoted to iieut-colonel and mailo com. mil. of the liue^ 
delnorte, hia juriadictioa crteudingaouth toSta In^s. iv. 281-fi3, 312-17, XiS, 
In ^43 he was granted the Sosc^l rancho for euppliea furnished the govt> hia- 
grant of Petaluma being extended; aud was engaged io '43-4 uot only in hia 
routine duties and effbrfca for progreaa, but in minor controveraiea with 
Micbeltorena, Mercado, aud Sutter, iv- 351-,'{, 350-7, 373, 386-8, 396, 402, 
407-8, 423, 444-5, 072, 674. From thia time the general clearly foresaw the 
fate of hia conntr^r, and became more and more satisfied with the prospects, 
though a titl couscientioualy performing his duties oaa, Mex. oi£cer, lu the 
movement against Micheltorena in *44-5 he decided to remain neutral, un- 
willing and believing it urmcoessary to act againat a ruler appointed through 
hia influeuce, and still less disposed to engage in a campaign, the e^cpenae of 
which he wuM have to bear, in aupport of a treacherous governor; but ho 
discharged' hia soldiers to take sides as they chose, and warmly protested 
against Sutter's villany in arming foreigners and Ind- against his country, 
the only phase of the affair Hkoly to give a aerioua aspect to the emulsion of 
the choloa, Meanwhileho waa a faithful friend to the immigrants, iv. 459-60> 
462-5, 481-2, 486, 516, 519, 630, 561, 603, 608. In the spring of *46 he waa 
an open ^end of the U^S^ aa againat the schemes for an English protecto- 
rate, though hia famous apeech on that anbject must be rogarded as purely 
im^nary. v. 17, 28, 36, 41, 43, 46, 59-63, 66, 105-6; and in June-Aug., 
perhaps because of his devotion to thecause of the U.S. in its mxire legit- 
imate form, he was east into priaou nt Sutter'a fort by thoBeara, beiuff rather 
tardily released by the U.S. authorities, and even awarded someslightnonors, 
and a conaiderable amount of his ' Cal. claim' being later allowecT as partial 
recompense for his losses, v. 111-21, 123-6, 157,297-300, 467-S> Commissions 
of brevet colonel and colonel were issued tohimiuMex. in July and Sept. 
Still mindful of the interests of his section, he gave the site on wluuh Benicia 
waa founded, the town being named for hia wife. v. 670-1; and in *47 he 
received the appointments of legislative councillor and Ind, agent, v. 433, 
539, 568, 610. 667-8. In '49 Valkjo was a member of tho couetit. convention, 
in '50 a roembcr of the 1st state senate; from that time he was engaged in 
brilliant and financially disastrous schemes to make Benicia the permaueut 
capital of Gal., of which more will be found in vol. vi. of this work; and in '52 
et acq. the claimant for several raochos, with varying success. In later yeara 
Gen. V , has continued to reside at Sonoma to ^S5t often called upon to take 
part in public affairs, though reduced financially to what, in comparison with 
the wealth that once seemed secure in his grasp, mnat aeem lise poverty. 
That he haa been from 1830 one of the leading figures iu Cal. annals is clearly 
shown ill the records to which I have referrfel above i and in councctioo with 
the narrative thua referred to will be found much of comment on his acts and 
character. Here it must sufBce to say that without by any meana having 
approved his course in every caae, I have found none among the Californian» 
wnoae public record in reapect of honorable conduct, patriotic sj&al, executive 
al:dlity, and freedom from petty ^rejudioas of race, religion, or iiectional poll- 
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tloa is more evenly favorablo than his. Aa a private citizen he was always 
generoua and kina-hoarteti, maintainiiig his se J f- respect aa ft gentleman aod 
commaadirig the respect of others, never a gambler or addicted to strong 
drink^ thougli by no means strict in hia relations with women. In the earlier 
timea he waa not in all reapects a popular man by reason of his haughty, aris- 
tocratic:, overbearing ways that resulted from pride of race, of wealth, and 
of military rank- Experience, however, a.nd long before the tin*e of his com- 
parative adversity, effected a gradual d Isappuaranco of Lis least pleasing 
cliaracteristics, thongh the general still retamed a pompous air and grandilo- 
quence of Bpeeck that unfavorably impress those who know him but slightly. 
He is in a seuse the last survivor of old-time Californians of his clasa; and 
none will begrudge him the honor that is popularly accorded, even if praise 
sometimes degenerates into flattery. He is a man of some literary culture, 
and h^taalwaystakenadeep intercstinbiscountry^shistory. Many of hiswrit- 
ingsare named in my liabofaathorities, Hia services to mo in this connection 
have been often and moat gladly acknowledged. His collection of Doc. Siiat. 
Col. is a contribution of ortginal data that has never been equalled in this or 
any other state, Hia MS. HiMoria de Gal. , while of course not to be compared 
with the original documents, is not only the most ejctensive but the most 
fascinating of its claasj aud while, like the works of Bandini, Osio^ Alvarado^ 
Pico, and the rest, it is a strange mistnre of fact and fancy, yet to a student 
who has the boy to its cipher, it is a mosb useful aid; and moreover it should 
be stat^ that its defects are not all fairly attributable to the author. In '82 
Vallejo married Francisca, daughter of Joaquin Carrillo of S, Diego, who still 
lives in ^So. They badlSchildren. Noneofthesonshaaever beenpromineDtin 
public bfe; one of them, Platon, is a well-known physician of Vallejo — a town 
that, like a street in S.F., bears bta father's name; ajid two others still reside 
iuCal. Two of the dauchtera married the Frisbie brothers and two others 
the Haraaztbys all well-kaowQ men, and four or tive I think atiU live in Cal, 
Vallejo (Salvador), sou of Ignacio, b, in *14. His early years were paased 
as a ranchero, bat in '36 bis brother established him at Sonoma, where he 
rauked as capt. of militia, was often in com. of the post, engaged in many 
Ind. campaicfnSf went aouth to serve Alvarado in the Laa Flores campaign of 
'33^ served as juez de pas in ^Z% when he also bad an appointment as admin, 
of. Solano mission; was capt. of defensores from '44, iii, 611-12, 622, 547, 552, 
529, 501, 691, 720-3, 71-2, 163, 197, 252, ^55, 362-3, 407> 444. 465, 678. Ho 
was grantee of the Napa rancho in '38, of Salvador's rancho in '39, and of Lnp- 
yomi in '44, iii, 705, 7 12; iv. 671. In *46 be was a prisoner of the Bears, v. 
112-21, 29S-9; is named in connection with the Walla Walla aflfeir. t. 302j 
and had a CaL claim, til, 000 of which was paid, v. 467. He is said to have 
made a large amonnt of money in *4S-9 by the aid of Ind. miners; but bia 
lands pasaed gradually out of his possession, though he was a snccessfnl cl. 
for Llajomo. iv, 671. In '63 be was commissioned major of the native Cal. 
cavaby, going to Ariz., but engaging in noactive service. He died at Sonoma, 
where ho had long lived with the general, in '76. Don Salvador was a rough, 
hard -drinking, unprincipled fellow; recklessly brave, and often inhumanly 
cruel in his Ind. warfare; very popular among his countrymen, though easily 

Erovoked to quarrel; generousand hospitable to the early immigrants, though 
ostile to Americajis and to all foreigners, as a rule. He dictated some Notas 
HUt6ricasi for my use, but bis good qualities a^ a bistoriaai did not include 
truthfulness. His wife wad Marfa do la Lnz Carrillo, but I have no further 
infortnation about his family. Vallely (John), 1847. Co. G, N.Y.Vob (v. 
499), Vallivode (Stephen), 1839-40, doubtfulname.mrofthei&'fe/w. iv. 103, 
Vallobodski (Stephen), 1837, mr of the Siiktt. iv. 106; doubtful name, prob, 
aame a^ preceding, Yalois (Antoine), 1846, Frenchman at LosAng. Val- 
verde (Agustin), tailor at Los Ang. ^39, a^e 27. V, (JosS H-), Hex. tailor 
at Los Ang. '36, age 29, wife Franciaca, child Jos^. 

Vanallcu (John), at Sta Cruz. Vanaken (Paul), 1846, Co. C, lat U.S. 
dragoons (v. 336). Vanauken (Philander), 1847, Co. D, N.Y.Vol. (v, 490), 
Vanbussum (J.V.), 1S17, Co. B, ditto; d. before *82, Vance (Robert). 1847, 
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Co, F, 3d U.S. artilL{v.518); Uvingm^e4, Vancoeur(FrancU). 1846, from 
N. Mex. with Keftmy. Lancey. Vancouver (Geo.), 1792, Kngliah navigator 
lEvtiQ acoompanied Capt. Cook in Mb fbmona voyages; aud in 1792-4 threa 
times viaitedCal. in com. of an ejplorinff eicped. to thoN.W. coast and round 
the world. His Voyage contains mnch of interest on Cal., and is a standard 
work on the regions farthor north. Capt. V. died in 179S. For hia visits to 
CaJ, and hb book, see i 510-29; meat. i. 503, 506, 533, 538, 602, 619, 523, 045- 
0, 049,653,058-9,667-9, 674-6, 681-2,685-6, 696, 098,702^,714,724; ii. 23, 
121-2, 206; see also HUi N, W, Coast, i, this series. Vaaderbeck (J), 1847, 
owner of a S.F. lot. Vandussey, 1847, at Sutier^a fort. VanegaB (Cosme), 
inv^lido at Sta B. '32, wife Bemardina Xlvai-ez, child Est^^ana; ranchero at 
Sta B. '45. V. (Josd), Ind. aetCler at Los Aug. 1781 ; alcalde '88, ^. i. 345, 

348, 461, 661. V. (Pftblo), at Sta E. before *37, wife Rita Rodriguez, and 4 
children, Vanhom (Bamett), 1847, Co. P, 3d U.S. ajtUl. (t, filSj; d. before 
'64. Vankenaen (Jeremiah), 1847, Co. I, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499]; d. Aroca, K.Y.. 
*65. Vannesa (Henry), 1848, nat. of N.J., who came from tho Society IbL, 
became a pilot on S. F, Bay, and waa lost in ^67 on the pilot-boat Caleb Vurtis, 
age 47, leaving a widow and 3 children. Vanpelt (Jacob), 1847, Co. E, N. 
Y.VoL (t. 499); owner of S.F- lot; d. at S.F. '49. Vanriper (Abraham), 
1847, sergt Co. E, N.Y.VoL (v. 499); d. on the Mokelunme '48-9. Van- 
vechten (G^.), 1847, Co. H, ditto; at New Brunswick, N.J., '74^2, Van- 
zandt (R. H.), 1847, mid. on the U.S. Columbus^ 

Varela, 1818, mr of the S. Rupa'to. ii. 291-2. Y. (CasimiTo), one of the 
iBt Bettlera at S.F- 1777- i. 297. V. (Hilario), ringleader with hia brother in 
a Los Ang. revolt. *44-6; also in '46. iv. 476, ft38, 540-1; v, 308. V. (Man- 
uel), kilf^ by Pomponio before *2i. ii. 537- V. (S^rbulo), brother of Hila- 
rio, a turbmlent chojacteratLos Ang. '38-9, age20; engaged in revolts of '45- 
6; and taking part in the last campaigns against the U.S. iii. 564, 589; iv. 
540-1; V, 307-14, 325, Varelaa (Gaflimiro}, setUer at Lob Auff. 1790; d. be- 
fore 1816, V. (Cayetano), settler at LoaAug. 1809-19; stOl there in '46. iL 

349, 354. V. (Ignacio), settler at Loa Aug. '15. ii. 349. Yargaa (Fran- 
cisco), Los Ang. trader '39. age 37i alf^rez ol Mont. comp. '43, aiid appointed 
instrnctor of the 8. Jnan comp. of defeoBores '44. iv. 652, 407. V. (Josefa 
Eodrigoez de), wife of Capt. SoJer. i. 398. V. (Jos6 Manuel), 1828, Mex. 
convict, liberated in '34. V. (Julian), 1831, perhaps of Young's partv from 
N. Mex. ill. 338. Y. (Manuel), 1781, soldier of the Mont, couip.; cabo dis- 
tinguido in 1787; aer^ of the comp. from about *87 to "94, being generally 
employed by Gov. Fages as a clerk. Ou retiring from the service he taught 
school at S. Joa^ S. Diego, aud Sta K down to 1800 or later, i. 468, 484, 
642-4, 680, 688. His wife, married at S.F. 1783, was Maria Gertrudis Linares, 
aud in '95 there was a daughter named Micaela, V. (Mariano), friar named 
for Cal. 1801; did not come. ii. 159. Yargas Machuoa, 1834, named by 
Janaaens as a Mex. alf^rez who came with the colony. Yamey, 1841, mr of 
the 3K<w Perkins iv. 569. Y. (Sam.), 1846, mr of the Angola, v. 576; and 
trader at S.F. '46-8. 

Yasquez, at Mont, "28. ii. 615. V., at S.F. '44, age 4S. Y., mr of the 
Flecha '48. Y. (Antonio), soldier of the Mont. comp. *36, age 20; perhaps 
the man killed at Los Ang. '45. iv, 492. V. (Atanaaio), seUler at S. Joa6 
1786. 1.477. Y. (Felipe), of the Mont, policia '33. iii. 673; grantee of 
Chamizal ^35. iii. 677; in '36 at Filarcitos, age 54, wife Maria Nicanor Lugo, 
child, JosS Ant. b, '20, Pedro "22, DioDbio'24, Sinforoaa '26, and Manuel '32. 
Y. (Hermenegildo), soldier at Mont. 1809; regidor at S. Jos^ "27. ii. 605| 
grantee of land *36, V. (Jos^), soldier of ^F. comp. "19-24; at Mont. '48; 
S. Luis Ob. '5L V. (Joad Ign.), settler at S. Jos6 1777. i. 312, Y. (Joa6 
Maria), 1829, Mex. convict set a liberty '33; at 3, Jos^ '41, age 31, wife An- 
drea Garcia, child Susana b. 'SG. Y. (Julio), at Mont. ^36, nat. of CaL, ago 
40, wife of Brigida German, chOd. Ambrosia b. ^16, Apolonia '18. Ramon '23, 
Gregorio '26, I^mingo '28, Maria Gnad. '30, Altagrada '32, Perseverancia '3:1, 
Juan '34, Marcos '35. Y. (Pedro), apptic. for lajid '45, iv. 656; cl. for 3on- 
lajnle '52. iv, 674; CaL claim $3,375 '46-7 (v. 462). Yasqnez (Tiburoio). 
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Uez. settler at S.F, 1777, and at S. Joe6 '83. i. 297, 350 fanotlier named m a 
convict of '9&. i, 606); nwned in the S, Joa6 padroa of '93, wife Maria Bo- 
horquee, child- Felipe, Man'a, Hermenegildo, Eosalia, Fauatino, and F^lix^ 
alcalde 1802, 1807. ii- 134, 192; eIndieo"24. ii. 606. He aeema to have died in 
'i7, Ihe famous banditof laterjearawasprob. his grandson. V. fTiburcio), 

5 rob. son of the preceding; Holdier of the S.F, com^, '19-25; in '39 regi- 
orat S,F., and grantee of Corral de Tierra rancbo, lii, 706, 711; in '40-6 
admin, and tnaj. of S.F, nuBaiOD. iii. 715; iv. 675; y. 660; tiamed in the 

r3roQ of '42, b. at S. Jos^, age 49, wife Alvira Hernandez, child, Juan Jos6 
'25, Barbara ^27, Josefa '29, Biriaca "31, Josi Marfa ^^2, Purificacion '33> 
Luciano '34, Francisco '36, Francisca '38. and Pablo '40. He vsm still at S.F., 
a witneea in the SantiUan case, '65. V. (Timoteo), at Branciforte 1803- ii. 
156. Vassilief, 1820, com, of Knes, veasela. ii, S19. 

Vealy (John), 1829, Amer. cooper, age 34, vfho landed at S. Pedro ill from 
% Hon, vessel. Vedder (Peter G.), 1847, Co. H. N.Y.Vol. (v. 499); d. in 
Nicaragua 'G6. Vega (Job^), sergt killed by Ind. at the Colorado Eiv. 
pueblos, i. 359-62, V. (Matfas), soldier at S. Juan Cap. 1776; killed at 
Colorado Eiv^puebloa 1781. i. 303, 369^2. V. (Victoriano), 1834, came 
from Mex. in the H. & P. colony at the age of 24; in "77 at S. Oabriel gaining 
« living by making cic;arettes. Hegav^mea MS, dictation of 62 p. on Vida 
CaU/oniiana. Hia real name was Eaparsa, V. fJoa^M.], 1769, Span, arriero 
tilled by Ind. atS. Diego, i. 138. V. (Emicdio), jnezdecampoat LoaAng. 
'3B; juez de paz at ^. Juan '44^5; grantee of Boca de la Playa *46. iii. 636; 
iv. 627, In '46 living at S. Juau Cap. He was 35 years old, wife Eafaela 
ivila, child. Maria de Jesus b. '38, Jeaua '43, Ramon '45. V- (Emilio), 
aided in takins Los Anj^. '37. iii- 519. V. Enrique), juez de campo at Los 
Ang. '40. ii. 637. V. ^Francisco), settler at S. Josd 1791-^. i. 716-17; man 
of aame name, eon of Ricardo, at Lo9 Ang. '46-77* V". (Joan Cria^stomo), 
regidor at Loa Ang. '39, age 25. iii. 636; member of the council '65-70. V, 
{LAzaro and Manuel), at Los Ang. '46. V. (Pablo), aon of Salvador, b. at S- 
Diego in 1802; soldier of tbe 8. D. comp. from '21, iDut soon sent to Mont, foe 
an attempt to desert. In '23-9 he was a. leader in the revolt, and wa? sent to 
Mex, in '30, but returned in '33. iii. 66-7, 69, 74, 85; a^n meet, in '37» iit 
519; and in a revolt of '46, being taken prisoner at S. Paacual. v. 308, 347. 
Hia wifewasadanghterof JuaiiM. Fi^liji and Isabel Cota, 111*77, living ueav 
Spadra with his brother Ricardo, with a. large family and in great poverty, 
he dictated 90 pagea of the Recuerdos d& v.n Viejo for my use. V. (Ramon), 
At Loa Ang. '46. V. (Kieardo), son of Salvador; in '33 juez de campo 
Los Ang, iii. 635; granteeof S. Joa£, or Azuza, '37-40. iii. 633; age 2S in '39. 
He became n rich man, bnt was rednoed to poverty, and in '77 lived near 
Spadra with a largo family. V. (Salvador), 1792, Mex. carpenter-instructor 
At 3. Diego '92-0; at Mont. '96. i. 615, 684. HiawifewaaMarfaJoaefa Lopez. 

Vela (Martin), at Branciforte '28-30. ii. 627; wife Maria de la Lnz Fnentes, 
Velarde ( Baltaaar), at S. Bern. '40, ^e 34. V. (Deaideno), Loa Ang. hatter, 
Age 38, in '39. V. (Jacobo). settler at S. Jos^ 1791-1800. L 716; alcalde in 
'93, Volasquez (Jos6), 1781, alf^rez of the S. Diego comp., engaged in ex- 
pLorationa to the Colorado Riv. and in other directions; d. at S. Gabriel 1785. 
1. 340, 367, 451, 454r-5; ii. 44. V. (Jos^). 1793, convict setUer at Branci- 
forte 1798-1803. i. 600; ii. 156, V. (Jos^j, corporal of tbe S. Diego comp. 
1803, ii. 14, 103. Velez (Miguel), slrviente at S.P. 1777. i- 297. V. (Ra- 
fael), appointed sec, of the com. gen. ^29; did not come. iii. 54, Velsor 
(Stephen), 1847, Co. A, KY.Vol. (v. 499); d. before '82. Vendnrm, 1S46, 
doubtful name in a Los Ang- list. 

Verdia (Jos^), died in '16, leaving his property to the mission fund. ii. 
407; iv. 338. Verdugo (Crisdatomo), at Los Ang. 46. V. (Francisco), at 
Loa Ang. '39, age 38. V. (Job^ Antonio), at S. Bern- '46, age 20. V, (Jos6 
Maria), retired corp. of tho S. Diego comp. and S. Gabriel escolta, who waa 
grantee of the S. Rafael rancbo in 17^4, '98, and is often named down to 1316 
in connection with farming operations, i, 553,609,612,661,664; ii. lli,185, 
350, 353, 663; ui. 634. V. (Juan Diego), at 3. Diego 1776; wife Maria Ign, 
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de la Concepeion CarriJlo, who in *50 waa cL for the F^lix rancho, granted in 
'43. iv. 634; daoghter Rosalfa, married to Sergt Gongora. Y. (Julio), son 
of Jos6 Maria; aiix. alcalde at S. Bafaol rancho '3^ '33, 'SO, and jnez de 
campo *40. iii. 635-7; cl. for the raii«ho *52. V, {Mannel}, juez de eampo 
at 8. Diego '41. W. 619; soldier, retired with rank of lieot '44. iv. 40& V. 
(Mariano), 176l^» soldier of the 1st exped., aerving in the S. Diego comp.; 
aergt at Mont. '81.-7; settler at Loa'Ang. l7S7-l81t) or later, being alcaMe in 
l7JK)-3, 1802; grantee of Portezuelo rancho 1795, i. 252-3, 461, 468. 661-2; 
ii. no, 350, 353-4, 663. V. (Miguel), at Sta Aca rancho Los Ang. '39, s'ge 
26; at S. Juan Cap. '41. iv. 626. V, (Pedro and Teodoro), at Loa Ang» *46. 
Verduzco (Francisco), 1834, Mes. cx-capt., who was connected with the H. 
A P. colony; but being implicated in. the alleged rcTolt of '3o waa sent to 
Mex. as a prisoner, iii 281, 286, 288. Vergara (Qnirino), 1842, comet in 
the batallon fijo '42-5. iv. 289. 

Vermenle (Thoraaa L.), 1847, Hent Co. E, N.Y, Vol. v. 504, 511; nat of 
N; J. ; memb. of the constit. convention '49; lawyer, politician, and writer for 
the newspapers. He died at S. Jos6 before *ti7- Vermilion (John). 184D, one 
of the exiles not known to have returned, iv. 13, Vernon (Kichard), I84f*, 
overl. immig, with Ailsopp. Verrot (Joseph), 1844, Canadian of Frtoont's 
party, remaining in (JaL iv. 437, 439, 453; named in the JH. Helv. Diary^ '40 
-8; an early settler of Ynla Co.; connected with the Donner relief, v. 537; 
married Mary Luther in '4%, and % sou, Charles, was born in '50. Usnally 
called *Vero or *Vatro.' Vevis (Joseph), 1847, chief masician of N.Y. Vol. 
v. 503; d. before '62. Vhor (Christopher), 1836, Arabian, ace 49, at MonL 

Viader (Joa^), 1796, Span, friar who served for 37 years at Sta Clara, leav- 
ing Cal. in '33. Biog, iii. 726-7; ment. i. 577, 719-20, 723; ii. 56-7, 135, 137, 
I.-va, 159, 168, 218, 387, 394, 677, 585, 600, 623, 655; iii. 20, 8S-9, 96, 318, 
338, 365, 727» Viana (Ftancieco), 1791, lieut in Malaspina's esped. i. 490. 
Vice (James), 1846, sailor oa the Dale, Vicente, corp. at Sta R '38. iii, 
656. Vieh (Chris.}, lS4o, Arner. at Branciforte, agQ 20; donbtfnl nanie, 
Vichilman, 1823, mr of tbe BuldtLk^f. ii. 492, Victoria (Manuel), 1830, 
Mex. iieut-cotoucl, who came in ^30 aa gov, and com. gen. of Cal. — appoint- 
ment March Sth, arrival Dec. — and held that office from Jan. 31, *31, to Dec. 
9th, when he yielded to a succeasful reTolutionary movement, and sailed for 
Mex. Jan. 17, ^32. He was an honest ajid energetic officer, who aa general 
foT^t that he was also governor; ignored the diputacion and ail civil author- 
ities and precedents; and by hia weH-meant short cats to justice by military 
methods soon provoked a revolntion that overwhelmed him. All that is known 
of the man is contained in tbe narrative of bia rule and downfall, iii. 181- 
212. See also ment. in ii. 549, 551, 594; iii. 26, 54, 216-17, 233, 306-8, 364, 
367-8, 374-6, 647, 652, 669-70; iv, 160. Vtdal iFranoiaco), 1602, corp. in 
Vizcaino's esped. i, 98. V. (John A-), 1847, Co. F, N,Y.VoL (v. 499); set- 
tled at Sta B., where in '63 he waa tilled iu a fight over the poaseBsion of a 
rancho. See fi'f « B. Co, Hist, 82. V. (Mariano), 1776, purveyor of Anza's 
exped to Cal, i. 258, 266. 

Vigil (Francisco Estdvan), 184], in com. of a trading caravan from N. 
Mex. '41-2, and again in ^48. iv. 207, 343; v. 625. VTgnes (Jean), 1834, 
nephew of Louis, age 22, who came from Hon. on the D. QuixoU to join bia 
rclativea at Loa Ang. V. {Jean Louia), I8I51, Fr. cooper and distiller, who 
came from Hon. on the Louisa, at the age of 48. iii. 4()5. His Yt. passp. was 
dated Bordeaux '26. He at once applied for naturalization; in '32 joined the 
comp. extranjera at Mont, iii, 221; but soon settled at Loa Ang., where 
he was in a Bense tbe pioneer vineyardist and wine-maker, being joined by 
his nephew in '34. His name is oceasioiially mentioned in ^36 et seq., he being 
one of tbe VLgilactea in '36, an applicant for Sta Catalina Isl. in '40, and rid' 
ing in the campaign agamet Micbeltorena '45. iii, 417, 634; iv. 117, 495, 
629; V. 49, 283, 365; had a Cal. elaim of about 81,000 '46-7 (v. 462). He waa 
founder of the wine-making firm of Sainsevain & Co. ; waa the cl. for Tem£- 
cuLa — of which he had been in reality the grantee in '45, and of P&nba; and 
died at Los Ang. ^62 at the age of 79 (or 82). He had no family in Cal., wai 



an eicellent and popuW citizen, and was familiarly known as Bon Lui» 
dd Alt80, froiR an immense eycajnore, or cottonwood^ on his land at Loa Amg, 
y. (Pierre E,), Fr. at Braaciforte '45, ^e 50; at S. J03& '47- 

Vila (Vicente), 1769, com. of the S. Cdrlos in the 1st exped. '69-70. 1 110^ 
128-0, 136, 16o-ft. Villa (Antonio M,), prnb. son of Joaquin; cL for Te- 
qucpia rancho, Sta B. iv. 6i3, V, (Buenaventura), soldier of th.e Mont, 
comp. *36. age 20, V. (Denietrio). at I^ Ang. ,^-48. V. (Diego), cole- 
gial at Sta Infis '44. iv, 426. V. (Eleutorio), invdUdo soldier '44-5. iv, 408, 
y. (Francisco), at Los Ang. 19. ii. ^i; in charge of S» Josfi del Valle '^(J» 
iii. 612; zanjer&at S. (jabriel '47. v. 62S; juez de campo at S. Luia Ob. '49; 
still at S. Luia '51. V^ (Joaquin), soldier at Sta B. before '37; mhj. at Sta. 
Iq^s '39. iii. 664; grantee of Tequepis '45. iv. 643. V. (Josii), settler at 
I/>s Ang. 1790. i. 461. V, (Luis), at Loa Ang. '46. V. (Marfadel Rosario), 
executed by vigilantes at Los Ang. '36. iii. 417"19, V. (Manuel), soldier of 
S.P. comp. "32-3. V, (Jtfariano), at Loa Ang. '39, age 22; also in '46. V. 
(Mariano), 1842, Mex. lieut of the batallon tijo '42-5; remained in CaL *4>j. 
iy. 289, 513; v. 41. V. (Miguel), settler for Loa Ang., who deserted be- 
fore reaching Cal. i. 345. V. (tiafael), eabo invAl. 1793 at S. Joa^, wife lU 
defonsa. child. Paficual, Elenterio, Rafael Gertnidia, Maria Ign., and Juana, 
The full name was prob, ' Villavicencio,' q.v. V. (Rafael), son of preceding, 
at 8. LuU Ob. '42-60. V. (Vicente), at Los Ang. '19; regidor in '27, ii 
354,560. 

Villagrana (Joa6 Fdix), Mex. at S. Joa^ '41, age 52, wife Bemardina 
Martinez, child. Guadalupe b. '26, Juana '31, Lncia '36, Dolores '38; d. in*47. 
V. (Manuel), regidor at Branciforte '32, iii. 696. V. (Miguel), Mex. reaid. 
of Branciforte from '28, alcalde '36, grantee of Agoagito *37, juez de campo 
'38. ii. 637; iii. 676,697. Inthepadronof 45 named as 66 years old, wife Fran- 
ciaca Juarez, child, Carpiob. '25, Eugenio'27, Dorotea '29, Ignacia *31, Leandro 
'31, Joa^ Ign. '34, Andres '33, Fonciana '40. V. (Miguel), at Bi'anciforte '45, 
age 23, wife (^oncapuion, child. Julian b. '40, Joa^ '44. Villalba (Nicolas), 
settler of the Colorado Iliv. puebloa, killed by Ind. 1781. i. 359-62. Villa- 
iobos (Joa^), at Los Ang. '48, Villapando (Juan de J), mule-thief '33. iii- 
396. Villaraaa (Francia S.}, ISiS, said to have preached at Stockton. 
Villaroel (Franciaco), 1777, com. of the S. Antonio, i, 310. Villavcrde 
(Alonso), lieut for Cal. 1779; did not come. i. 340. V. (JosiSJ, 1782, cliap- 
lain on the KavorUft. i. 378. Villavicencio (F^liv), Span, settler of Loa Aug. 
1781-6. i. 345, 348. V. (Jos^ Marj'a), reaid. of Mont. ^6, age 36, wife Rafaela. 
Eodriguez, child. Jos^Ant. b. '34, Josrt Ramon '35; being at tho time juea do 
campo. iii. 675. As cap^ Ifi Alvarado'a force, and at times com. at Sta 
B., Le was prominent m the operations of '36-8. iii. 460, 481, 505, 524-5, 
646, .'j50, 552-3, 561, 565, 651, 672; alao admin, of S. Antonio and S. Fer- 
nando '37-8, '40-3. iii. 647-8, GS8; iv. 61, 638; acting prefect at Mont '40. 
iii. 675; grantee of Qovv^l de Tiedra, S, Luia Ob., '41/46. iv. 655; in '44 juea 
de paz at S. Luia Ob. , and capt of defenaorea. iv, 407, 462, 658-9; also serv- 
ing against the U.S. at S. Diego '46, v. 267. Still at S. Lnia '51-2, and later a 
prosperoua ranchcro. Often called by himself and othera * Villa.' V, 
(Eafael), weaver at S. Josd I791-18n. i, 716, 71S; ii. 378. V, (Rafael), 
graxitee of S. Cierdnimo, S. Luis Ob., in '42. iv. 655; and cI. in '52. Villela 
(Felipe), Boldier at Sta B. before '37; at Los Ang. '39, age '35. V. (Juan M. 
M.), settler at S. Jos^ 1777; did not remain, i. 312. V- (Marcoa), soldier at 
Solcdad 1791 etaeq.; invil. at Branciforte '99. i. 499, 511. 

Vinals (Jos^), 1798, Span, friar who served at S. Cirloft, retiring in 1804. 
BLog. ii. 146-7; ment. i. 577, 686; ii. 159-60, 166. Vincent, 1S48, mr of 
the Zach Dayton built at Sto Cruz, Fresno Oo, Hist,, 61. V. (Calvin), 1846, 
came to Sta Clara. IfalL V. (E. C), 1848, pasap. from Hon. V. (Geo. 
W.), 1826, nat. of Mass, and mate of tho Courier. He caine back aa inr of tiia 
MtmsooTi '39-40; and in '44-6 com. the Sterling; owner of a S.F. lot and of a 
Cal, claim '46-7. In '48 he was mr of the S<i.hi}ii', and remained at S.F., wher© 
he waa killed in the fire of '5i. iii. 146, 176; iv. 105, 568; v. 296, 580. Asoa» 
Geo, W., lives, I think, in S.F. '65. V, (Joshua S.), 1847, sergt Oo. I, 
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KY.VoL V, 504; at Linn Creek, Mo., '82, Vincenthaler (L. C), 1846, in 
GaL during the war of *46-7; prob. went east with FiiSmont or Stockton, t. 
454; one of Fr^moot'a men *48. Vinea (Bartlett), 1S43, overi. inunig, of 
the Walker-Chiles party with bis wife, who was a daughter of Geo. Yonnt 
iv. 393, 400, 448. He settled inXapa Val., and still lived there in '81. A 
daughter waa bora in '45. Vinson (Wm), 1847, Co. E, N.Y. VoL (v. 499)» 

Vioget (Jean Jacqaes), 1837, Swisa eailor and aui-veyoi' who came asmrof 
the DeMra '31-9. iv. 103, 11 7-1 8» He eettledat S.F., whereheraadethq 1st 
town survey, owned a lot, and built a houae in ^^9-40. iii. 706, 710; v. 679. 
In '40 he was naturalized, and from that time appears in variona records as a 
trader, keeping also a billiard -saloon, and being employed by Sutter in '41 to 
make a survey of hia N. Helvetia grant, having of course much trouble to 
collect his pay. iv. 170, 229-30, 237, 668. In '44-5, renting his saloon or hir- 
ing a man to keep it, he was mr of the Clarita; waa employed to carry 
Mieheltorena to Mex., and waa grantee of the Blucher rancho, Sonoma 
Co. iv. 480, 564, 670. In '46-7 he made a trip to Hon. and back on the 
Don Quixote; and in '47-8 waa n^r of the Euphemia, nmning to the 
Islands, being judge of election, and Edvertiaing bis hotel — The Portsmouth 
House— for sale. v. 578, 650, 680. He lived at S. JosS '49, and in 'i)4 
atS.F., age 5^. I find*no later record of him. His wife waa apparently a 
Beuavidea. Vioget waa a jolly, musical sort of fellow, speaking several lan- 
guages, a sailor and surveyor and hotel-keeper of some skilL Yirgen 
(Leonardo), soldier at Sfca E. '24. ii. 532. Virgin (Thomaa), 1327, Araer. at 
S, Diego. 

Vinnond (Henry), 1S28, German merchant of Acapulco and the city of 
Hex., who did a lai^ business with Cal-, where he was well known to nearly 
everybody before he visited the country in '28-30. He was a skilful intriguer, 
had extraordinary facilities for obtaining the ear of Mex. officials, and waa 
always the man £rat sought to solicit any favor, commercial, military, civil, or 
eccleBiaBtical, for his many Gal, friends. Ho owned the Le&nor, Maria ^er^ 
Oatalinat Clarka, andmanyothervessolswell known in the CaLtratie. He^^'aa 
thetalleatmanever seen here till the comingofDrSemple; wasabuaineesman 
of great enterprise; bad many accompliahmenta and a JULex wife; and had, 
also, his leg broken by the kick of a mule while in OaL ii. 594; iii. 5S, 141-3, 
147. 149, 233, 313, 398, 672; iv. 249, 285. Viacher (Edward), 1842, Ger. 
clerk in Virmond's employ at Acapuloo, who come to Cal. on the scbr Oali' 
forrda. iv, 341^ 349. After ^49 he became a resident, being an artist, and his 
Pictorial of Cat, waa a series of photographa from pencil sketcbea, with de- 
scriptive matter, published under the title of Missions of Upper Qal. His draw- 
ings, however, were all made after TO> He died at S.F. aiter '70. 

Victoria (Mareos Antonio Saiaar do), 1805> nat. of the province of Alava, 
Spain, b. in 1760; became a Franciscan in 76; came to Mex. in 1804. His 
missionary service waa at Sta B. 1805-6, S. Buon. 1805-17 and '20-24, S. Fer- 
nando 'lS-20, Purfsima '24-35, and Sta In^s '35-6. Hia death occurred on July 
25, '36, at 3t^ In^. Padre Vitoria wa.s a most viri^uous and exemplary man, 
always in feeble health, not accredited by Jiia superiors with great ability, but 
beloved by his neophytes. Autobiff, Autog. dc los Padres, MS. ; Arch. Sta B. 
iii. 48-50, 128; StalnisIAb, Mis,, 19-21. See mention inii. 109, 121-2,357, 
490. 530, 578-9; iii. 96. 661-2, 664; iv. 63. Vivaldo (Feliciano), 1842, sub- 
lieut of the batallon fijo '42-6. iv. 289. Vivero, 180O, com. of the Princesa. 
i. 646. Vizcaino (Juan), 1769, Span, friar who served for a brief term at S. 
Dtego; was wounded by the Ind. in Aug. ; and retired on account of illness 
in '70. i. 127» 136,138, 164-5. V. (Sebastian). 1602, Span, navigator incouL 
of an exped. that explored the Cal. coast 160!i-3. See complete record of hia 
visit, and mention of a hvter one of 1613, in I 97-165, 111, 151-2, 158, 169; 
ii. 1. Vizcarra (Joad), soldier at Sta Cruz 1795. i. 496. 

Vonka (Stephen), 1837, doubtfulnaraeof mr of the^aicaf. iv. 101. Vor- 
hees (John), 1847, Co. E, N.Y. VoL (r. 499). Vorhiea (WmVan), 1S48(?), 
postal agent for the govt; memb. of the 1st senate, and sec. of state under 
Gov. Bamett and hia sncceesorsj prominent in later years aa politician, law- 
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year, and editor^ residing many years ia Oakland, He died at Eureka Ln '84, 
Vrandenburg (Adna), 1847, Co, A, Morm. Bat. (v, 469). Vyer (John), 1846, 
Co. C, lat U.8. dragoons (v. 336), 

Waccodzy, or Wacoocky (Basil), 1836, doubtfnl Dftm© of mr of the SUka 
•35-6. iii. 384; iv. 106. WaddelL (Archibald), 1847, Co. E, N.Y. Vol. (v, 
499), Wade, 1847, at Sotter'a fort '47-3, prob. one of the Mormon*. W, 
(Edward W.), 1847, Co. O, Morm. Bat (v, 460); at Ogden, UUli,*82. W. 
(Isaac), 1847, Co. F, 3d U.S. artilL (v. 518)j d- before ^4. W. (Moees), 

1847, Co. C, Morm. Bat {v. 469). W- (Wm), 1844, deserter from the U.S. 

Warren. Wadleigh (Joseph), 1848, maker of pans at Sutter'a fort *4S-9t 
went east with a fortune '49. Crimshaie. Wadsworth (James C. LJ, 1847, 
came from N.Y. on the Whiton; became sutler*s clerk of N.Y, Vol. v. 503; 
alcalde at Stockton '49; a resident of S.F. in later years to *8o, being a well- 
known mining Tnan. He gave me hia teatimony on mattera connected with the 

Yigilance CommitUe, W. (Samuel), 1847» nat. of N.Y, and aettler at Sta 
Clara; d. at Pleasanton '82 at the age of 62. Waggoner (P. W. ), J^6, Cal, 
Bat., Co. B, artill. (v. 358)i enlisting at Sta Cruz Oct Wagner (Thomas), 

1848, nat of Va, whodiedat SneUiug77- Waine, 1346, lieutontheZ^tirai, 
Wainwright (Johu), 1826, lieut on H, B, M, S. Blossom '26-7» iii» 121. W, 
(J. M.), 1847, acting mr of the U.S. CctumbTi^; perhaps J. W. Wakefield 
(Bonji), 1847, ^t. boatswain on the Preble. 

Walcott (lilphraim), 1844, Amer. deserter from a vessel who worked at S. 
F> for Fink, going into business for hinnself as a blacksmith in M7. it. 453, 
683; also at Sutter's fort '46-7. Wald (Wm), 1840, arrested at Los Ang. 
iv, 14, WalJo (Geo.), 1846, officer of the Cal, Bat (t. 361). W. (Giles); 
1848, pasap. from Hon. Waldron, 1846, at Sutter'a fort from S.F. Junei 
W, (J. W, and E. K.), 1841. brothers and officera on the U.S. Vivctnmi^ 
Walker, 1843, mate of the Adjtiitlance discharged at S. Diego; in '45 mr of 
ih^Johxand ^haheih; perhaps two men, W. (Edwin), 1847, Co, D, Morm;; 
Bat (V. 469); re&il, W. (Henry D.), 1846, Co, C, lat U.S. dragoons (v- 
336). 

Walker (James T.), 1848, nat, of Tenn. and nephew of C3apt. Joe W., whq 
came overland, starting in '47, but being obliged to winter on the way, througb 
having, with the true family i'istiQct,souffht a new yjute, v. 556-7. Working 
as teamster, cattle-trader, and miner in ^8-0, be went eaat by sea and came 
back across the plains in '50, The next year he went to Mo. via N. Mex., and 
in '52 niade his 3d OTcrl. trip to Cal. In *53 he settled in Contra Costa, where 
he atill lired in '82, at the age of 67, with wife and 3 children. Portrait in 
C<mtTa, Costa Co. Hist.y 88, W, (Joel P.), 1841, nat of Va, brother of Jo- 
seph, Ind. fighter from ^14 in the Seminole and other wars, later in the Sta F^ 
trade, orerl. immig. to Or. *40, who came to Cal. with his family from Or., 
accompanying a detachment of the U.S. Ex. Ex. After working for Sntter, and 
Jater for Yonnt, he returned to Or, with a drove of cattle, remaining there for 
6 years, though !io appears aa owner of a 3. F. lot ia '45. iv. 233, 278-9, 347, 
377, 390. He came back to Cal. in *48, Lived at Napa till *53, being a member 
of theconstit convention in '40, and Istassessorof NapaCo. In 'o3 ho moved 
to Sonoma Co., where he atill lived in '78 at the age of 81, His wife, Mary 
Young of Mo., was the lat white woman to arrive in Cal. by land or to settle 
north of the bay. Thoy bad a daughter Louisa bom in On 41; and tbe other 
children who came to Cal. in '41 were John, Joseph, Newton, and Isabella, 
The 1st was living at Sebastopol in 77- A MS. NarraMve furnished by Joel 
P. to Robt A, Thompson is in my collection. 

Walker (Joseph Reddeford), 1833, nat. of Tenn, who went to Mo. in '19, 
where be seri'^d as sheriff, and became one of the moat skilful and famous of 
the guides, mountaineera, Ind.^fighters, and trappers of the far west. His 1st 
visit to Cal. was as com. of a party of Bonneville's trappers, speodiug the 
winter of *33-4 at Mont. Walker's lake, river, and pass were named for his 
discoveries on this trip. iii. 389-92, 409, 669; iv. 264, 434. In '41, unless 
tJiere ia an error in archive records, he came to Los Ang., prob. from N. Mex., 
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to buy bones, iv, 27S. In *43 he guided a divisioQ of Chilea' immig. party by 
& aouthem route to Cal., guiiJg bat;k la ^44. iv. 393-5, 67(^- His next visit was 
in '45-6 aa guide to Pr^mont*s party, a portion of which he brought through 
hia original Walker pass, iv. 582-5; v. 3, 6, In July '46 he was met by 
Bryant at Ft liridger on hia return from Cal. Capt, W, scontmned hi 
wanderings, with intervals of ranchero life and stock-trading esperisnce in 
Cal., for 20 years, makiug e^tenaive explorationa in Arizoaa as well as in 
other sections; and then iu '06-7 he settled in Contra Costa Co., living with 
his nephew Jamea T.^ and dying in '76 at the age of 78. Capt. Joe Walker 
was one of the bravest and most skilful of the mountain men; none was bet- 
ter acquainted than he with the geography or the native tribes of the great 
basin; and he was withal less boastful and pretentious than most of hia ckfis. 
In bis old age he was moved by the absurd praise accorded to a ^pathfioder' 
who had merely followed the tracks oE himself and his trapper associates, to 
say many bitter and doubtless nnjnsfc things against Fr<Smont, but his preju- 
dice on this point was natural and merits but slight censure, W. (R. ), Id4S, 
passp. from Hon. W, (W. M.), 1841, Heut in U.S. Ex. F^. iv. 241, W. 
(Wm), 1846, sailor on the Dale. W. <Wm), 1847, Co, B^ Morm. Bat. (v. 469). 
Walkinshaw (Eobert), 1847, nat, of Scotland and long reaid. of Mex., who 
came as sup. of the WiUianij and took charge of the N, Almaden quicksilver 
mine; cl. for Sta Clara lands '52. iv. 673; luft Cal. in'58 and died In Scotland 
'^9- A man of the same name and apparently of the same family resided at 
S.F. in '85. 

Wall (Kichard), 1847, Co. B, N.y.VoL (v, 499); d. in S. Joaq. Co. after 
'50. W, (Wm), 1647, owner of a S. F. lot. Wallace (Geo.), J845, Amer. 
at Mont.; in prison ^47. iv. 687, Wallen (Edward), 1846. Co. A, CaL Eat. 
(v. 358). WaUis (Wm). 1846. Co. F, ditto, enhsting at S. Juan Oct, Wal- 
pole (Fred.), 1846, lieut on the CoUingwoodt and author of J^r YeceFS in the 
Padjlc v. 213-14. Walsh fJames), 1347, Co. A. N.Y.Vol. (v. 499). W.' 
(John), 1818 (?), resident of Benicia 78-84, eaid to have viaited S.F. in '18;, 
prob, an error, W. (Eobert A.), 1839 (?), priest at Hon. '39^ who had appar- . 
ently visited Cal. with his associate, Murphy. 

Walter, aee "Wolter.* W. (Geo,), 1846, one of the Chlno prisoners, v. 
314; Co. A, Cal. Bat. (v. 358). W. (John). 1847, perhaps of N.Y.Vol; not 
enroll. W. (Philip J.), 1832, EngL carpenter and natuialized citizen at 
Mont. ^32-6, iii. 408; pefhapa 'Watson.' Waltham (Henry), 1848, passp. 
from Hon. Walther (Geo.), 1847, Co. K, M".Y.VoI. {v. 499); at Los Ang. 
'71-4. Walton (Ambrose), 1841, overl, immig. of the Bartleaon party, who 
prob. returned east in '42. iv. 270, 275, 342. W. (Major), 1841, ditto; or, 
Acc. to fiome sketches, was drowned in the Sao, Kiv. -, also named as one of 
the Chiles party of *43, iv. 393, Walz (Geo.). 1847, Co, D, N.Y.Vol. {v, 
499). 

Wambough {M. M.), 1846, apparently from Or. in June. v. 526; enlisting 
at S. Juan Oct. in Co. F, Cal. Bat., of which he became lieut. v, 361. In ^47 
be became the owner of land in Sta Clara Co. ; and in July, while on his vroy 
to Stockton's camp, was robbed and perhaps wounded near Altgeier*s place 
in the Sac. VaL ; though in later years, when he attempted to get relief from 
the govt, some doubt was thrown on the robbery. I do not know if he was 
the senator to whom Wm B. Ide directed bis famous letter on the Bear revolt. 
Wanec (Wm), 1845, doubtful name of an Irish rcsid. of Branciforte, age 45, 
single. Warbaa (Thos A,), 1840 (?), on roll of tioc. Cal, Pion. iv. 120: In 
'42, ace to liflt in the Herald of '51; at S.F. '54. Warbeck (Henry K- ), 
1847, Co. I, KY. Vol (V.499); d, at S.R after '50, Warbnrton (Henry H.), 
1847, EngL physician who came as surgeon on the Carta (T), and setued at 
Sta Clara, where he still lived in *8I, with wifq, Catherine Pennell, and 5 
ohild., Cfiu^^lino, Ellen, John, Charles, and Henry. 

Ward, 1848, of the ship Covfedtracion at S.F. W. (Andrew J.), 1847, 
Co. I, N.Y.Vol, (v, 499); a physician at Sntter's fort '47-8? at Madison, Wis., 
'82, W. (C. L,), 1848, at S.F. in August. W. (Edward C), 1847, officer 
on the U.S. Prehk, W. (Frank), 1846, came from N, Y. on the Brcokiyn, 
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thougli not a Mormon, and opened a atore &i S.F. as a memlier of the firm W, 
k Smitb, which became prominent for several years; owner cf town lote, in- 
spector of election, marshal at tlic public reception of Com. Stockton, acting 
alcalde, etc. t. 295-6, 455, 639, 546-7, 64S, 679. 681, 6S5. In '4S he testiiicd 
on the Cal. cUtims at Wash., D.C, but came back to Cal, with Lis wife, Hen- 
rietta Zimmerman, who died at S.F. in *49- A little later, in busiiiesa reverses, 
he shot Jiimaelf, but not fatally; went east about *53; came back soon after 
'TO, married the widow of Dr Bale, and some years later started cast by sea, 
drowning himself on the way. He was not a Tory dissipated man, but stylish 
and extravagant W. (Geo. R.), 1839, ownerof a^.F. lot(?}. W. (Henry), 
1847, gunner on the Prthh, W. (James C), 1S17, brother of Frank, who 
camo in March with letters to larkin; owner of lots at S.F. , and member of 
the firm W- & Wells; inspector of eZection; lieut of S. F. goard, somewhat 
prominent in politics '47^. v. 650-2. It was perhaps he instead of his brother 
who shot himself . He lived in Mass, '55-^78, then retumiBg toS.F,, where he 
was a notary, and published his Diary of earlier times in the Argonaut. He 
had a shock of paralysis, and was taken back to Madss., where he died in '83, 
learing a widow. W. (John), 1832 (?), nat. of Va, said to have been at IJos 
Ang, '32-3. iii, 408; again in CaL '43-G» returning in '49, and dying ab Loe 
Aug. '59. Los Ang, Co. Hist., 55. The only original record that I find ia a 
pass, for Sonora in '45. W. (John B.), 1840, nat. of Ireland, who came as a 
, hoy on the U-3. St Lnaie, I'isiting Mont, and S. T. He camo back in '49 on 
the steamer California; married Arcadia Concepcion Eatudillo; was one of 
thefoundersof S. Leandro; and still lives at S.F. io '85. W. (0. RJ, 1847, 
atMont. from Hon. on the D. Quixote. Waxdell (Geo. S.), 1847, left S.F. 
on the Cka9 Drew. Warden (Wm), 1829, mr of the Dhaulk, or DoUy. iii. 
14^. Wardlow (Joseph), 1843, overl, imraig. with family, v. 328; owner of 
Sonoma Co. lands in '47- 

Ware, 1847, blackfimith at S. Buen. W, (T, H.), 1S45, pixwer of the 
Warren '45-3. W. (Wm), 1832 (T), Irishman, who prob. came this year 
from N. Mes. , but possibly with Walker in '33. iu, 388» 391. 408. He worked 
as distiller, tanner, and lumberman in the Sta Cruz re^on, hia name often 
appearing on Larkin'a books aud other records from '34. In '40 ho was arrested, 
iv. 17; but got a license to remain; and in '44 was naturalized. Wm H, Ware 
testified in Alameda Co. '68 that he had been in Cal. since '32; and ace. to 
the newspapers. Uncle Billy lived at his Zaynnto farm till his death in Feb* 
'68> Warfield, 1841, one of Lieut Emmons' guides from Or., with wife and 
child; perhaps remained. Waring [Richard), 1637, perhaps at Mont, 
Warley (Alex. V.), 1847, mid. on the U.S. Ij^dependence. Warner (Caro- 
line), 1840, of the Mormon colony, with 3 children, v, 547i she married at 
iS.F. a man named Thorp, and died some years before '84. W. (Cornelius), 
18.34, Amer. in a Mont. list. W. (John), 1840, Engh exile, who returned 
from S, Bias in '41. iv. 18, 33, I20» 

Warner {Jonathan Trumbull, known in Cal. as Juan Josi^, or John J.), 
I83I, nat. of Conn., who went to St Lotiis and N. Mex, in '30, was a clerk 
for Jed. Smith at the time of the latter'a death, and came to Cal. in Jackson's 
party of trappers, iii. 337, 405^ iv. 204h He continued hia occupation as a 
trapper in the Cal. valleys during '31-3, iii. 357, 393, and settled, '34, at Los 
Ang. , where he is occasionally named in records of the following years, tak- 
ing part with the Tigilantes in '3G, obtaining from the ayunt. a certificate of 
long residence the same year, and in '38 having an arm broken in resisting a 
search of his house during the political \vars- iii. 5G6. In '39 he went east via 
Acapuico, and thence overiand to V. Cru7^ and during his stay be delivered 
at Rochester, N.Y., an interesting lecture on the far west, with special ref- 
erence to a Pacific railroad, returning to Cal. iu '41 on the JuUa AnTi, iv, 37, 
223, 2S0, 666. In '43 he got a license to hunt goats and seals on the Sta B. 
islands, iv. 642; %nd in '44, being naturalized, Tie was grantee of the Agua 
Galiente rancho, S. Diego district, where he lived with Lis family from '45 to 
'57, the place being known as Warner's rancho, and another, CamajaJ y el 
Palomar. bemg perhaps granted in '46. iii. 611, 620; y. 619. Here Qen. 
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Kearny's force camped in *46 just before the fi^ht of S, Pascual. v, 339; alao 
the Mormon battaJion in '47. v, 4ft6; and here W, bad much trouble -Kith the 
Ind., notably at the time of the Pauma maBsacre, Toacertain extent Warner 
was a conGdential agent of Larkin for the U.S. in '46, v. 63- In his Notes of 
*45, Larkin described W. as a man of good information, addicted to politica, 
with some influence likely to increase. Since '67 he has resided at LosAng., 
holding at times the positions of federal assessor and notary public, but much 
reduced tioancially. Ho has written much for the papers on topics of early 
history, respecting some phases of which, involving the trappers' explorations^ 
ho is recognized as one of the beat authorities. He was selected to write tho 
earliest annals for the centennial Zos Ang. Hist.; and he has furnished for 
my use a brief Biog, Sketchy and a more extended book of Eeminiacences, which 
I have often had occasion to cite. He still lives at Los Aug. in '85^ age 73. 
About 'H7 he married Anita, daughter of Wm A. Gale, who died in 'J>9, leav- 
ing a son, W. (Richard), I&36, one of the Los Ang. vigilantes, W, (Wm 
H.)* 1846, capt. U.S. top. enginecrsj who came from N. Mex. with Kcamy, 
and was wounded at S, Pascual. v, 336, 343-7» In '47 he came to Mont, and 
S.E. , where he obtained a lot; and then engaged in trade with Sherman and 
Bestor at Coloma in '48, having preTiously made a survey of Sacramento City. 
He was killed in '49 by the Pit River lod. 

Warre (John), 1843, Sutter writes that he is not at N.Helv., but prob. at 
Sonoma. Warren (James|, 1847, Co. G, N.Y.Vol. (v, 499). Warren^ 
(Wm),182S(?), negro known as ' Uncle Billy/ who died at 8. Joa* 75; said in 
Dewapaper sketches to have come in ^. iii- 178- W. (Wm E.), 1836, nat 
of Mass. who had lived at Hon. some 10 years or more, being known sa 
^Major.* iv, 118. He signed the memoiial to Com. Kennedy at Mont, in Oct., 
unless Wm M, may havo been another man. iv. 141j his name appears on 
lArkin's books in '37-42; and he waa for some years in charge of Spear's 
store at Mont. lu *40-l he ma.de & trip to Hon. and back. iv. 100, 667; end 
his daughter Mary, a quarter-breed Hawaitao, coming to Ca.U about th&t time, 
married W. D. M. *Howard,*q.v. Warren went back to Hon. and apparently 
died before '43. Warrington, 1840 (?), connected with the legislature of '5o. 
W. (John), 1847, Co. D, N.Y.VoL (r. 409); at S. Jos4 '50; d. in Mendocino 
before *82. W. (John H.), 1848, porter in U.S. naval store at Mont. '48*0. 

Wasden (Stephen J.), 1844, Amer_ who ^t a pass. Washburn (Benja- 
min), 1844 (?), nat. of N.Y. who had lived inlll. and Iowa, signed the call to 
foreigners at S. Josd in March '45, and prob, came overland in '4-3 or '44, iv. 
4i?3, {309. In April occurred the death of hia wife, Elizabeth Woodred, at S. 
Jos^; and in iNov. W. was ill at Pevry'a farm near N". Helv, In April '46 he 
was at S. Jos^; and in July is named as one of the prisoners carried south by 
Caatro. v. 136. I have no later record, but W. is thought by Given to have 
died at S. Jos^. W. (J. ), 1845, at Sutter's fort; also at S. Jos^. Htdl; per- 
haps an error, iv. 578, 587. W, (Lyaander K.), 1347, Co. C, N.T.Vol. (v. 
499); at N. Helv. and Sonoma '47, taking part in a dramatic performance at 
Sonoma; capt^ of Cal, volunteers in the war of '61-5; at S.F. 71--82, Wash- 
ington fGeo.), 1844, sailor on the Monmouth. 

Watawha, or Wetowah, 1845, Delaware lud. of Fremont's party; died in 
tlie service, iv. 583. Waterfall (Christian), 1847, Co. F, 3d U,S. artill. (v. 
518). Waterman, 1841, mr of the Braganza. Iv. 563; perhaps same as the- 
following. W. (Robert H. ), 1848, nat, of N.Y., and for many years a sea- 
captain; founder of FairfieH, Solano Co., where hostiH lived in 70. His wife 
was Cordelia Sterling. Waters (C), ltt48, from Hon, ; clerk for Ross, Ben- 
ton, & Co. at S.F. W. (James), 1844, nat. of N.Y. and Rocky Mt trapper„ 
who settled ie S, Berm Co., where he lived in '76. Watkins (Adolphns), 

1846, came from Hon. on the ^/tzoJv^i; owner of a S,F. lot '47, W. (B. F.), 

1847, from N.Y.; a fruit-grower at Sta Clara '76. W. (^ncis D.), 1847, 
owner of a S. P. lot; d. at Mission S. Jos^ '48, age 33. W, {Jamea T.), 
1832 4?), com. of steamers from about '55, aaid to have touched at S. Dieffo ia 
^2; died in China '67; a nat. of Md age 50. Also called James W., ana ac- 
credited to *44. iv. 453- W. (Richard), 1846, one of the party captured with 
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Alcalde Bartlett by Sanchez; in *82 a jn-clge in MonD Co. Watmough (Jamee 
R.]j 1845, purser on the U.S. Portsmouth, who was com. of the Sta Clara 

farriBOQ in Aug. and made a successful campaign agaiaet the Ind. on Ihe 
tanislaus. v. 102,239-40,294, 378, 567,661. He was owner of a S.F. lot. v. 
685; and in '47 bought larvd in Sonoma Go- from Vallejo, being in '53 an un- 
Hucceasful cl. for part of the Petaluma raiicho. In later years he was a pay- - 
master in the U.S.N., and in "77 chief of the dept of provisions and elothiug, ' 
W. (Pendleton G.), 1S49, raid, on the Portsmftttthj who served in the S, Joafi 
garriaon under Lieut Pinctncy, 

Watson (Andrew), 1834, Engl. Bailor named in several Mont, records, age 
34^ at S. Jos^ '36; on Larkiu's hooks ^30-41, and said hy Famham to have . 
been -arrested in '40. iii. 412; iv. 17. W. (Edward), 1828, Engl, carpenter 
who joined the comp. extranjera at Mont, in *32, and in '33 was baptized as 
Josd Ediiardo MorEa. iii. 178, 221. His najne appears in yarious records from 
^4, and in '36 he is named in the Mont, padron as 31 years old, with a wife 
Maria Guadalupe Castillo, age 16; in '37 bought land of John Kainsford; in ■ 
'40 was arrested but not eiiled. iv. 17i 23; in '41 natnralized, being a trader 
aad memb. of the ayunt. After the discov. of gold ho went to the mines, and 
died at Dry Creek^ near the CoBumnes in '^. W^ (Francis), son of James, ^ 
b. at Mont, about '30; educated at Hon, from '40. iii. 180; iv. IftS. In the 
mines '48; married a daughter of Santiago Estrada; and In '75 still lived in 
Mont. Co. with 8 children. I havea hri^ 2iajTative from him. W. (Henry), 
184a, Co, ih Cftl. Bat. (v, 358). enlisting at S, Josfi Nov, W, (Eenty B.), 
1846, lieut of marines on tbe U.S* PortBTO^oiUh, in com. of S.P. garrison; also 
wiUi Stockton in the southern campaign of '46-7- v. 23&-40, 295, 392, 436/' 
659. * 

Watoon {James or David), 1824{?), Engt. siulor who left a whaler at Stft ' 
B.orS.R about this time and settled as a trader atMont. Hisoriginal name-' 
seems to have been David, but was prob. called Santiago at baptism; also 
called Felipe Santiago, and in one record James Peter, iu 495, 526. The Ist- 
orimnal record is in 30; in ^32 he joined the comp. extranjera. iii. 221-2; and - 
in ^4 he had a wife, Mariana Escamilla, and 2 children— a number increased' 
to 4 in '36, when he was a naturalized citizen, age 33. A lot was granted him 
in *35, and in '36 he bonght a house of Luis Eeltran, afterwards sold to Fuller' 
and bought back. He was ofteq a memb. of the aynut, from '36, being a ^ 
respected citizen and merchant frequently named in the records down to '48. 
iii. 675; iv- 117, 136,218,403,653. Sir Geo. Simpson describes him as a Lon- 
doner from Redriff, whose father had been *in the public line,' keeping the 
^Noah's Hark between Globe Stairs and the 'Orse Ferry;' and I^irkin, in his 
I^otesoi '45, as an uneducated, unambitious, honest man, who did not meddle 
in politics. He acquired a fortune, and is named by Willey and others in ^49 
as a very generous man. About *50 he bought the 8. Benito rancho, for which 
he was successful claimant, iv. 655; but he was ruined by the dronghtof '63, 
and died the same year, Hiflchildren were Francis b. abt 'SO; Catfdlna in '33; 
Tom^s in '35 (later sheriff of Mont, where ho still lived in '75); and Santiago 
Jr, born in '36. W. (J, B.), 1848, paaap. from Hon. W, (J. M.), 1847, 
lieut U.S.N., who bronght despatches to Gen. Kearny; later iu com. of the 
Erie; d. at Vallejo 73, age 66. W. (Wm), 1836, Engl, lumberman in Mont, 
dist, age 30. W. (Wm), 1847. at Benicia. v. 673; at Napa '48. Watt 
(JameaJ, 1836, juez de campo at Mont. iii. 675; *Santmgo Guat,' prob. 'Wat- 
son,' CL'^-r °^^ Felipe Gnati, an Engl, catholic mariner, ab Mont, in '29, age 
25, was also prob. the same *Watson.' Watts (John), 1847, Co. B, Morm, 
Bat. (v. 469); re^nl.; a man of the same name at S. Josd '50. W. (Wm), 
1827, doubtful name of sup. of the Karimoko. iii. 147. W. (Wm), 1841, 
doubtful name at Mont. Toomea. Watty, 1845, at Larkin^s soap-factorv, 
Wayne (W.A.), 18*5, lient on the U.S. SamnmiA. 

Weaitz (John), 1846, Co. B, Cal. Bat. (v. 358), enlisting at Mont. Oct 

Weaver, 1831, a trapper, said by Nidevcr to have been in Young's party; 

called Powell W. by Dye. iii. 388; perhaps Pauline W., a noted mountain 

tnan (^ Ariz, later. He was also possibly the man who served as guide to the 

Hjot. Gal., Vol. V. *0 
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Mortn, Bat. v. 483* and a Paulino W, is named at S. Btrn. in '46, age 40, 
W, (Daniel), J846. Co. C, Ist U.S. dragoons (v, 336). W. (IVanklin), 1847, 
Co. A, Monn. Bat. {v. 4^9); in Utah *81; married Miss K. Heed at S.P. '48, 
W. (MO, 1M6, doubtful name in a Loa Aug, liat W. (Miles), 1847, Co. A, 
Monn. Bftt. {v. 469^. W. (Vance), 1846, Co. E, Cal. Bat. (v. 358), enlist- 
ing at Sonoma in Oct. ; Cal. claim (v- 462). W. (Wm E.), 1848, part owner 
of theS.P. Gaiybmian; perhaps same aa the following. W. (Wm J.), 1847, 
Co, C, N.Y.Vol. (V-, 499); a printer. Webb (Chas Y.). 1847, Co. A, Morm. 
Bat. (v. 409); at Parowan, Utah, '81. W. (Wm), 1832, memb. of the comp. 
extranjera. iii. 221; still at Mont. '33-4. 

Weber (Oharlea M.), 1841, nat. of GerroaDy, who came to K. Orleans in 
'36, and in '41 was an overl. immig. of the Bartlcson party from St Lpuis. 
He worked through the winter for Sutter, who had signed hia bond on ar- 
rival, iv. 270, 275, 279; and in '42 settled at S. Joa^ aa trader, miller, baker, 
and » little later salt-producer and sLoemakcr, also acquiring land and live- 
stock, all in partnership with Wm Gulnac. In ^43 they obtained, in G.*a 
name, as W. was not naturalized till '44, a grant of the Carapo do loa Fran- 
cesea raocbo, G.'a shai'e of which was bought by W. in '45. Weber was an 
active business man, and well liked at this timo by the Oalifomians, to whom 
he afforded valuable snpport in their movement of '44 against Michelto- 
rena's choloe, raising a. comp, of foreign volunteers, being imprisoned at Sut- 
ter's fort on account of his efforts for hia couatry without regard to the Swiss 
adventurer^a personal schemea, being* made capt. of militia in '45, and taking 
a prominent part in iasuing the call tor an assembly of foreign residentB. iv. 
462, 408-9, 483, 599, G04r-5, Hia position in all these maUera was consistent 
aud praiseworthy, thoaeh his in^ence at this time and his prommence in 
events of the nest year nave been gros^ exaggerated in the newapapera and 
county histories of late yeara. In 4d Woher was in sympathy with Larkln's 
plans rather than with those of the filibuaters; bnt on hearing of the Bear 
rUiog he seema to have taken some atepa for the protectiou of the lettlera 
south of the bay, and on the discovery of his plans was arreated by Castro, 
who carried him south as a prisoner, but released him on leaving CaJ. for 
Mes- I am inclined to think, however, that Castro did this at the request 
of W. , who, having made enemiea cm both sides of the pending troaoles, 
deemed it wise to absent himself for a time. v. 16, 136-7, 245, 277- He re- 
turned in Oct. in time to engage actively, to the great displeaaurs of many 
CalifomianH, in the work of collecting horaea and supplies for the Cal. Bat,, 
in which he declined to serve on account of hostility to Frdmont; bnt was 
made capt. of volunteers and took part in the final campaign agaii^t Sanchez, 
being ordered to discharge hia men and thanked for past services in Feb. '47< 
V. 294-6, 377-8, 380, 382, 661. In '47 ho settled on his French Camp rancho, 
and founded a settlement which he afterwards had laid out as a town and 
named Stockton, v. 674-5. In *48-9 he added to hia wealth by snccesaful 

C^d-mining, with the lud of Ind., at Weber Creek mid elsewhere; and his 
ds were vastly increaaed in value during the flnah. times. He was claimant 
for Campo de los Franceses and Caiiada de S. Felipe, iii. 677, 711; iv. 67*. 
He spent the rest of hia life at Stockton, where he died in '81 at the age of &], 
leaving a widow, the daughter of Martin Murphy, and 3 children. Weber 
was an intelligent, ener^tic, raid honorable man of business; generous in his 
many gifts to his town and to his frienda; but in his later life occentric to the 
verge of insanity, morbidly sensitive, avoiding his feilow-men. There is 
nothing apparent in hia record, that of a succesBful man, who was neither the 
author nor victim of any great wrongs, to account for hia peculiarities. Tink' 
ham^a Hist, of Stockton contains a portrait, and is the best source of informa- 
tion outside of origioal records. An early MS. copy of Halkch^s Land Lavjs, 
to which were appended some of Weber's correapondenoe of cousiderable in- 
terest, was for a short time in my possession. W. (John), 1847» of N.Y. 
Tol.(T); at S.F. 74. Webster (Charles A.), 1847, Co. G, N.Y. Vol. {v. 499); 
d, at Los Aug. *47. W. (Ed. C.)i 1848, at Mont. W. (John H.) 1&47, Co. 
F, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); notary at Stockton^ where he died in '81, leavinj; a 
family. 
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Weed {John W.), 1841, Amev. paascnftcr on tho Julia Ann, vtho camo from 
Tf,Y. for hib health, aod went back in '42. iv. 666. Weeks (Elbert), 1847, 
Co. B, N.Y. VoL (y. 49&); d, before "62. Weeks (James W.), 1831, Engl, 
aailorwhodesertedfrom the whaler Jhnwy, afcS.F, in Oct,, while the crew were 
occupied in cutting wood at PtQnintiai. iii- 405, Spending some tiineatEead*s, 
«nd then working for the CaBtros at S- PitblOf he lived for some months on 
the beach at S.F. trying with others to repair an old boat, tried a ranchero's 
life with Karvaez in Sta Clara Valley, fXJoked for & while in the Fulgaa 
redwoods, joined Ewing Young's trapperSj and returned via Rosa to the red- 
woods. In ^40 he was arrested but not exiled, having married a native wife, 
iv. 9, 17, 23; in '41-5 lived at Sta Ctua, iv. 280, 356, t;63, being named in the 
padron of '45. age 32, wife Eamona PiDto, child. Maria Ana b, *41, Bias 
Antonio '43, Teoaoro '44. He signed the S. Josd call to foreigners, iv. 599; 
iu '46 was coroner in the Nails case, v, 641j was clerk for Alcalde fitokes and 
in charge of the archives, and later member of the council, v. 664; and in '47- 
S alcalde of S. Jos€. v, G62j went to the miues in '48; was sec. of the prefec- 
tare in '49; and continued to live in Sta Clara Co., being eU for a part of S. 

Antonio rancho. In '77 be wrote for me hia Heminiscence^t ^ detailed narrative 
of hia career in early times; and having fulfilled thU part of his destiny, he 
died in '51, leaving 4 sous. He was an intelligent man with but slight educa- 
tion, of good chamcter, though at times addicted to iutemperance. W6hler 
(Edward), 1847, musician of N.Y. Vol. (v. 499). 

Weidney (Anthony), 1847t Co. K, N. Y. Vol. (v. 499). Weifenback 
(Philip), 1847, Co, E, ditto. Weimar, see ' Wimmer.' Weir (James), 1847, 
Co. F, 3d U.8, artill. (v. 51S). W. (Thomas), 1847, Co. A, Morm. Eat. (v. 
4Cd); employed by Sutter as a tanner. Weirick (Wm H.), 1847, lient Co. 
F, Q, N.Y. VoL V. 604. Weirgcn (Christian), 1847, Co. A, ditto. Weiss 
(Wm), 1847, Co, B, ditto; at S.F. '83. Welt (John), 1847, Co. F, 3d U.S, 
artill. V. 518. 

WelbuTn (Benj.), fiee *Washbbm/ ai^er of the S. Joi6 call io foreigners 
■of '45, the name IJeing incorrectly given in several county histories. Welch, 
aee 'Welab,' Welder (Anthony), 1847, Co. C, N.Y. Vol (v. 499). Wel- 
doD (Peter), 1835, Amer. carpenter, age 24, who came on the I^men {?); an 
anabaptist who joined Kusaell in hia expcd, from 3. Diego to the Colorado in 
'36. iii. 613. Weller (C. M.), 1846, Cal. claim $297 (v. 462); prob. an error 
for 'Weber/ W. (Edward tL), 1847, Co. A, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); at S.F. 
'71-4, Wella, 1847, married by Sutter and remarried at Sta Clara. Alexan- 
der; prob. 'Weat.* W., 1848, on the Sa^adahQcirom Hon.; perhaps Robert. 
W. {Benj. F.), 1846, mid. on the U.S. Congress; acting lient in Stockton^s 
Bat. '46-7. y. 386. W. (David), 1848, came from Or. and settled in S. Joaq. 
Co. W. (Robert), 1847, from N.Y. by sea; owner of S.F. lot; of firm W. & 
Co., merchants at S.F.; still here in '54. W. (Thos X). 1847, Co. G, N,Y. 
Vol. (V. 499); in N.Y. 11-S2. W. (Wm M,), 1847, Co. G, ditto. Welsh, 
1847, doubtful name or date of a justice at 8. Buen, W. (Charles), 1848, 
Amer. sea capt. said to have been educated in Spain and to have served in 
the Span, mail service; d. at .S.F. '83. Homarriedasisterof Philip A. Roach. 
W. (John H. ), 1847, Co. B, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); in N.Y. '71-84. W. (Wm), 
1821, Scotch sailor on the Ladif Blachtrood discharged at Jlod^a. ii. 478. 
He was at Loa Aug. '29-30. ii. ^S\ is often named in northern records from 
'30p ii. 616; lived at S. Jos^ from '32, and in '44 was grantee of Las Juntas, 
Contra Costa, iv. 671- He seems to have been a brother-iu'law of James A. 
Forbes, and to have been living in the 3. Joaij diatrict '47; but died before '52, 
when ths ranoho was claimed by the admin, of hia estate. He left a wife and 
^ children. 

Wescott {Joseph F. E.J, 1836, nat. of Conn., baptized at S. Rafaelin Oct. 
iv. 118. In '42 Francis Wescott is named as gunsmith of the 8.F. comp.; and 
in '48 Conway & W. were proprietors of the Colonnade House at S.F., W, 
leaving hie debtors in the lurcn; perhaps not he of ^36. v. 683. Wesley, 
1M7, visitor at Sutter'a fort. West (Benj,), 1847, Co. E, Morm, Bat., retJnl- 
<v. 469). W. (Henry S.), 1843, mr of the Rafak. iv. 568. W. (T.), 1846, 
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Fauntleroy'a dragoons (v. 232, 247), euliatmg at Moni July. W. (Thomas), 
1846, overl, iinmig. wtth Bryant, eoinetime capt, of the party, accompanieii 
by bis wife and 4 sons- v. 528. Ho settled at S. Jo3^» and ace. to Hittoll be- 
ctanG -wealthy and went east before '60- Hia bods Francis T, and Thomas M. 
kept a livery-stable at S. Joe^ in *47. Another, WmT., served in Co, B, 
artill. CaL Bat. (v» 358); and the 4th waa Geo. R» The grave of Ai»n W. waa 

rised on the overl. route by Bieler in *47. W. (Tboa JJ, 1847, Co. G, N. 
Vol. (v. 499); d. before *S2. W. (Wm C), 1S46, Co. 0, IstU-S.dragoona 
(V. 336); killed at S. Paacual. v. 346. 

West (Wm Mark), 1832, EngL carpenter, lamberman, aad farmer, wbo 
had lived 7 years in Mex. territory before coming to Col. iii. 40S. In '34 he 
obtained naturalization, haviog been baptized at Sta Cruz, and owning prop- 
erty to the value of |1,600. From '33 he appears on Larking books, generally 
as a lumberman Tvorking with Trevethaa in the redwoods, Iq tbo Mont, pa- 
dron of *36 he is named aa 40 years old, wifo Guadalupe Vasquez, child Maria 
Luisab. '33. In *40j being arrested but not exiled, he -was grantee of the 
S. Miguel rancKo, Sonoma, and of Llano de StaEoaain '44, lii. 713; iv. 17, 
23} 673. I have no record of him after '48> but he died before '52, when his 
widow appears aa cl. for the rancbo, on wbidi a. stream still bears the name 
of Mark Weat Creek. WcstfalE (Jacob), 1846, Co. C, 1st U.S. dragoona (v. 
336). Westgate (Francia J,), 1S39, hlackamith and carpenter at Sonoma 
and S.P. '39-42, working for Spear & Hinckley and Salv. VaUejo. iv. 119; 
perhaps the man named as having lived at Pt Eeyes in '46. "VV. (Obadiah), 
1833, gunsmith at S.F.; perhaps same as preceding. Westlake (Richard), 
1340, one of the exiles to S. Bias who did not return, iv. 18. Weston, 1S4G, 
mr of the WmNeUson. v. 581, Wetmarsh, see 'Whitmarsh.* Wetmore 
(C. E.), 1848, 8.F. merchant of firm W. & Oilman, v, 680; member of the 
council '40; settled at Benicia witb his wife. Wetowab, see *Watawha.' 
Wettermark CChas P.), 1847, Co. A, N.Y.Vol. (v, 499). Weyland (John), 
184S, at ^.F., advertising tentg for aale. 

Whalen (John), 1847, musician of N.Y.Vol, (v. 499); d» at Los Ang, '63. 
Whally (Scotch), ld40(?)« a man known only by this name, who lived for sev- 
eral years in the redwoods near Mont., engaged in making fibingles. iv. 120. 
About *45 be waa killed by the Tulare Ind. Wheeler (Alfred), 1847 (?), nat^ 
of N.Y., and memb. of 1st Cal. legislature. Atiaheim Ga^te, Oct. 16, '75. 
W. (Geo.), 1848, on reU of Soc. Cal. Pion. W. (Hen^), 1847, Co. C, Morm. 
Bat. (v. 469); rc6nl. W. (John), 1847, Co, K, K. Y, Vol, (v. 499), W. 
(John L.), 1S47, Co. B. Morm. Bat. {v. 469); reSnl. W. (Merrill W.), 1847, 
Co. A, ditto. W. (Wm), 1845, boy on the Warren, living at S. Jos4 '77, 
when he gave me a narrative on the XoAffo/'^Ae Warren's Launch ia '46. iv. 587; 
V, 384. W. (Wm H. H,), 1847, Co. D,'N.YA'oL (v. 499); d, in L. Cab *48. 
Wheelock (Lyman), 1S47» Co, K, ditto. 

Whisman (Andi^w), 1847, nat. of Mc, who came overl. with bis father, 
John W.(?), and in *47-8 kept an inn bet. S. Jos*5 and S.F.; later a farmer in 
StaClaraand Alameda counties. He died at Harriabut^ '79. Hislstwife was 
SereldaLyunj by whom he had H children; the 2d Catherine Smith *72. W, 
(John), 1848, cousin of J. W. at Sfca Clara. W. (John W.), 1847, nat. of 
Va and overl. inunig. with wife and son, settling in Sta Clara. Whiatler 
(Geo. E.), 1846(?), aaid to have come as a aoldier; later in the mines; mur- 
dered in Ariz. 74; known as Geo. Beeae. Whitaker, 1845, doubtful name 
of an overL immig. iv. 578, W. (Araison), 1847, Co. F, N.Y.Vol. (v, 499); 
at Sac. '82, W. (John Geo.), 1845, mid. on the U.S. Savannah^ Columbus, 
and Warren '45-8, Whitcomb (Wm N.), 1847 (?), aaid to have come with 
Oapt. Brackett^s comp. in ^46; committed suicide at Napa in ^l. iV. Register^ 

White, 1845, named as having come with McDowell and also with Fre- 
mont iT. 578, 683. W., 1847, at Stockton '47-8. W. (Arthur F.), 1845, 
at Mont, from R.I. ; bought goods from the wreck of the Star of the West, 
W. (Charles), 1646, overl. immig. who settled with his wife at 8. Jos€, where 
he was councilman in ^46 and alcalde in '43-9, becoming the owner of a large 
estate and cl. for Arroyo de S J^tonio, He waa killed in the Je/t^y lAnd ex- 
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plosion in. '53; bis widow married Gen. C, Allen, and was the cl. for several 
ranchoe, iiL 678, 711-12; iv, 655; v. 529, ti62, im. Hia son. Chas E., was a 
lawyer at S. Joa^ '81. W. (Chris. S.)» 1S47, Co. B, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499). W. 
(Henry), 1S47> Co. F, 3d U.S. artill. (v. 518); d. before *82. W. (J.), 1846, 
Co. F, Cal. Bat. (v. 358), eolisting at S. Joan in Oct W. (J.), 1848, passp, 
from Hon. W. (John), 184G, Co. C. latU.S. dragoonB(v, 336). W. (John 
C.)» 1S47, Co, C, Morra, Bat, {v. 469). W, (Joaeph), 1847, Co. A, ditto, 
W. (Joseph), 1343 (?}, trapper in the mines with Brocks who cUinied to have 
come with Capt Weber '41 (?). 

White (Michael), 1829, Engl, or Irish sailor who came from Hon. on the 
Doliy or Dhaulte. iii. 179; havmg touched on the L. Cal. coast in *17, and 
sailed, sometimes as mate and mr, on Mex, and Hawaiian vessels from that 
date according to hia own statement. He settled at Sbh B., whero ha built a 
schooner in '30. ii. 573; iii. 140. Except from his own testimony nothing is 
known of him till '36, w heii hia n^uno appears in a Los An^. list cts an Irishman 
aged 30; though he may have been the White accused oF smuggling at S. F. 
in '33. iii. 393. He eays he made a trip to Mazatlan in the achr Guadalupe, 
which he had bnilt for S-Oabriel mission, retutTiing in *32, marrying Mariih 
■del Kosario Guillen, daughter of the famous old woman Eulalia Perez, open- 
ing a little store at LosNietos, and keeping aloof from politics. In '38 be 
signed apetition against Cai:rillo. iii. 565; and in *39 went to N. Mex., bnt 
returned with the Workman party in '41. iv. 278. In '43 he was grantee of 
Muscupiabe rancho and a S. Gabriel lot. iv. 635, 637; served in the loreign 
comp. against Micheltorena '45. i?. 495, 595; and was one of the Ohino pris- 
oners in 4G. V. 314. In later years he continued to live at S. Gahriel; was the 
auccessful cl. for his lands, which, however, in one way or another ho finally 
lost; and occasionally indulged in a sea voyage. In '77, at thereof 75, some- 
what feeble in health and very poor, having a large family of children and 
grandchildren, Miguel Blanco gave me bi8 interesting reminiecenc^a of GaL 
AUthe Way Bach to* BS. Hiii memory was ^ood, and he seemed to be a trath- 
ful man. Ho died in or before '85. W. (Milton), 1840, one of the exiles to 
3. Bias, arrested in the sonth; did not return, iv. 14, 18. W. (Moses), 
1847, Co. E, N. Y. Vol, (v, 499). W. (Philander), 1847, Co. K, ditto. W, 
<Sam. S.), 1347, Co, A, Morm. Bat. (v- 469); in Sutter's employ '47-8; at 
Pleasant Grove, Utah» '81. W. (Thomas), 1840, deserter from the Si imiw, 
who became a lumberman, married, and in '48 lived on the Salinas. Ho died 
about '5a iv. 120. W. (Wm), 1836, named in Larkin's books. W- (Wm), 
1847, shoemaker in Sutter's employ. W. (W.), 1846, Co. F, Cal. Bat (v. 
368), enlisting at 9. Jnan Wor. ; perhaps same as one or both of the preceding. 

Whitehouae (Benj.), 1847, Co. B, ^.Y.Vol. (v. 499); perhaps the 'Dad' 
W. at Stockton '48-9; d. at S.P. after '50. W. (Geo. W.), 1846, Co, C, 1st 
U.S. dragoons (v. 336); at Los Ang. 79. W. (Joseph), 1840, one of the ex- 
iles to S. Bias who did not return, iv. IS. Whitehurst, 1346, sergt, killed 
at 3. Pascual (?). Fremont Court-Tnartial, 169. See ' Whitness.' Whiteman 
(Wm), 1846, overl. immig. who settled at S. Joa& with his family; drowned 
in the S. Joaq. River '43. His widow livedat S. Josd '77, in the house bnilt 
by W. in '46. A daughter was the wife of Waldo Lowe. A son, John T., 
who came as a child in '46, was a farmer in Sta Clara Co., and died atS. Luis 
£lb. iM '77, leaving a widow. Whiting (Wm J.), 1830, trader on the coast 
'30-1. Whitloek (Geo. W.), 1847, clerk for Wm H. Davis '47-9. v. 651; 
sergt of S.P. guard '4S; at Sac. abont "74^. W, (Jacob H.), 1847, Co. A, 
N.Y.Vol (v. 49y)-, d. at S.P. '49. W. (Mervin R.), 1847, ditto; drowned 
in S. Joaq. River '49. Whitmarsh (James), 1833, Amer. sailor who came 
from Mazatlan on the Sta BdrharcL iii. 409. In '37 a lumberman near S. Ra^ 
fael; passp. in '40. Called 'Wetmarah' and 'Webmarch,' but I have his au- 
tograph. WhitoesB (Wm), 1846, sergt Co. K, 1st U.S. dragooas, killed at 
S. Paficual. T. 346; perhaps his name was ^Whitrcss;' alao called *White- 
hurat.' Whitney (Francis T.), 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. (v. 469). W. 
(Wm), 1848, nat. of Engl, who came from Or. to the mines, and went back; 
died at Butterville, Or., 73. Whittaker (Robert), 1845, boatswain on tho 
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U.S. Pori^mih; owner of a S.F. lot '46. v, 685. Whittemore, 1810. mr 
of the Joon and Ckaron '10-14; trader and fur-himter. ii. 96, 267, 282, 328, 
Whittle, 1846, uaraed as a pLysiciaD at the Mont. hoBpital. W. (W.), 
1815 (?), said to be mentioned in a dcM7. of '35, in the Loa Aug. arch., as a 
reaid, for 20 years, doubtleaa au error. My copy makea the name *Wittlc,' 
and the tune 25yeara, perhaps another error. Whittmer (L. C), 1847, at 
Sutter'afort from Sonoma, Sept. Whitton (1845), one of rr^mont^s men, 
who perhaps did not come to Cal. iv. 583. W. (Ezekiel or Jerry), 1834, 
Amer. named on Larkin's books at Mont, '34-6, iii. 412. Whitworth (Wm), 
1847, Co. E, Morm. Bat. (v. 469). 

Widger (Benj.), 1847, Co. I, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499), Wierzbicki (Felix P.), 
1847, Co, H, ditto; a Polish physician and author; owner of lota and partici- 
pant in a political meeting at S-F. '47. v. 455. In '48 he sends Gen. Yallcjo 
a copy of his work entitled The Ideal Man. He waa alao tko author of Cali- 
fomia 05 It is and as It intiy he, or A Guide to the Gold Region^ S.F., 1849, 
8vo,60 pp., published in Seflitiona by Wasbin^on Bartlett {mayor of S.F. as 
I write, in *85), and the lat book ever printed in thia city. Dr W, died at S. 
F< in 'ttD. Wiggins (Wm), 1840, nat. of N,Y., who crossed the plains from 
Mo. to Or. in '39 and como to Cal. on the LausannCj landing at Bodega and 

froceediog to Sutter's fort, and thonccto Marsh's rancho. iv. 120-1, 136, 173. 
n '42-4 ho was with Graham at Sta Cruz; aervcd in Gantt's conip. to anpport 
Micheltorena in '45, iv. 466; is named in the Branciforte padron of *45 aa 29 
years old and single; went cast overland iu M6; returned at the head of an 
immig. party in '47, bnt taking a cut-off was obliged, after great dangers, to 

fo to Or. T. 556; and carae down to Cal. on the Henry in '48, He was per- 
apa the man who is named at HeFiicia in '48. t. 673; is said to have owned 
at one time part of the Capitancillos rancho, Sta Clara Co.; lived at S, Juan 
B. *53-68, and later at Mont., where in 77 he gave me his lieminiscent^pB. Ho 
died at S. Joad in '80, at the age of 63. He was called 'doctor, 'had no family^ 
and was a man of somewhat eccentric ways. Wight (t)avid), 1847, carpen- 
ter and lumberman at Mont. '47-8. W. (Randolph R), 1848,nat. of N.Y., 
who came from Or. on the Sterling, working in the mines, and going east in 
*49- He came bick in '52 to settle in Contra Costa, where he lived in '82 with 
wife and two daughters. Wigmaa. {Lewis), )84S, blacksmith and trad(*rat 
Mont., S.F.,aod Sutter's fort '45-8, serving alao in Fanntleroy'e dragoona '43. 
iv. 578, 587; {v. 232, 247). 

Wilber (Jamea H.), 1847, Metbodist preacher, touching at S.F. on his 
way to Or, on the Whitotiy who organized a Sunday-school at S. F. v. 657. 
W. (Jacob), 1846, Co. G, 1st U.S. dr^oons {v. 336). Wilbnr, 1846, mr of 
the MofjneL v. 579. W., 1848, in charge of Suttcr'a launch, W. (Jere- 
miah P.), 1846 (?), nat. of Conn. ; owner of S. F. lots '48; married in '48 to 
Amanda Hoit; died at S.F, '64. Wilcos (Edward), 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. 
(v. 469); nat. of Pa who went to the minea, and in '52-81 was a farmer in 
Mont. Co. W. (Frank), 1846, Co. F, CaL Bat. {v. 358), euliating at S. Jnaa 
Oct. W, (Henry), 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. (v. 469). W. (Jamc« Smith), 
,1816, Amer, mr of the Caminant^ or Traveller, '16-17, who waa auspected of 
revolntionary designs, and wished to marry Concepcion Arguelio. ii. 78,216- 
17, 285-^7, 291, 310, 362, 365,382, 389. \V. (Matthew), 1847, Co. C, Mono, 
Bat. {v. 469). Wilder (Peter), 1843, voter at S, Diego, and perhapa the P. 
Wilde of *44 at S.D., hired by Capt. Peterson of tho Admittance to look for 
deaertera. Wiley (Jamea), 1848, Heut of marinea at Mont; passp. fron* 
Hon. Wilkes (Charles), 1841, lient U.S.N, and com. of the U.S. ex. ex., 
and author of the N^arrcUivf- of that exped., a work that, as far as Cal. is con- 
cerned, cannot be very highly praised, iv. 241-8; alsoiv, 2,6,20, 191,208-9, 
214, 227, 434, 569, 665. W. (E. P, ), 1847, owner of S.F. lot W. (Jamea), 

1846, came to S. Josfi. HcOl; also J.P. W., named at S. Jos6 '47. W. (John), 

1847, Co. K, N.Y.Vol. (v. 499). 

Wilkin (David), 1847, Bavgt, Co. C, Morm. Bat v. 477; at Pioche, Nev., 
'82, Wilkins (C, P.), 1848, in Q, M. dept Loa Ang.; prob. same aa pre- 
ceding. W. (Edward), 1847, at Sutler's fort. Wdkinson, 1648, went from 
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Mont, to tbe mines witb Colton; said to be a son of aU^S, minister to RuBsia. 
W, {James), 1831, named by Dye and Nidevet aa one of Young*a trappers; 
perhaps did not come to Cal. iii» 3S8. W. {John), IB^, act. mr of the U,S. 
Portsmouth. "Willard, 1843, aat. of Mass. and mate under Capt. Cooper, 
who had been naturalized and got a land grant in the Sac. TaL Doubtful 
meutiou by Thomea. W. (Faunie), iS46 (?j, nat. of Mass. Married later to 
Alfred Baldwin of Sta Croz. W. jHenry or Isaac), 1S47. Co, A, N,T,VoL 
(y. 499); miner in '4S-9; farmer mxd trader in M&rin Co. to '56; and later a 
farmer in Mendocino^ living at Sajiel in 'SO with wife and 10 children, 
Willey (Jeremiah). 1817. Co. A, Morm. Bat. (v. 469). Willhsrt (Louie), 
1847, Co. a N.Y.Vol. (V. 499), 

WilUftm, 1845, Chinook Ind. of Fr^monVs party; in Sta B. garrison, v, 
816, WiUiama, 1846, with Kearny from N. Mex. (v. 337); perbapeGeo. N. 
W., 1846, Amer. at S. Lnia Ob. v. 639. W., 1848. arreat^ at S. Jo«^. v, 
663. W, (Aaron W.), 1828, mr of the Clio. iii. 146, 166. W, (Albert , 
1840,oneoftbe exiles to S,Blaa,wbodidBotretDm. iv. 14, 18. W. (Alonzo , 
1846, applicant for land at S. Joa*^. SCa Clam Co. Hist., 331, W. (Alejc. , 
1836, Eag[. sailor who landed at Sta B. from a whaler. W. (B.), 1837, aaid 
to have been one of the party driving cattle to Or. iv, 85. W. (Baylia), 
1846, one of the Bonner party from III., who died in tbe Sierra. His balf- 
siater, Eliaa, aurvived, and In 49 was living at S. Jos^J, raamed, but I do not 
know what became of her, v. 530, 533-4. W. (Benj.), 1847, owner of a S. 
F. lot, perhaps at Sutter'a fort 48, and on tbe first jury at S. Jos6 *48. W. 
(Charles), 1S39, at Mont, j one of the exiles of '40 W'ho did not retnm. v. 18. 
W, (Edward), 1847, lieut of Co. E, N.Y.VoL v. 504; in '82 a re«d. of Oak- 
land. W. (Elonzo), 1846, came from N. Helv. to S. Juan B. in Jan.; served 
in Fauntleroy dragoons (v, 232, 247); prob. fiameaa Alonzo above. W. 

(Geo.), 1829 (?), Engl. flaH7ernajnedin Mont, liatsof *34, who in '41 claimed a 
resid, of 12 yeara; at S-F. '42, age 39. iii. 179; possibly same as the follow- 
ing. W. (Geo.)i 1832. nat. of Demerara, naturfdized in ^41, claiminga reaid. 
of 9 years. ioL 4*fe, W. (Geo.), 1845, overl. imniic., perhap&of the GrigBby- 
Ide party, iv- 579? settled at Sta Crus aud served in the Cal. Bat. *46, (y, 
358). W, (Geo. N.), 1846, Co. C, Ist. U.S. dragoons (v, 336). W, (Henry 
E.), 1846, Fauntleroy's dragoons (v. 232, 247), 

Williams (Isaac), 1832, nat. of N.Y. and one of Young's trappers frorf* 
K. Mex., where he had lived several yfears. iii. 388, 408. He settled at Los 
Ang. aa a trader, though occupied for some yeara as a hunter; built a house 
in '34; aided in '35 in removing the Ind. from S. Nicolia Isl. iii. 361, 652; is 
named in lists of '36 a^ 25, 38, and 50 years of age, obtaining that year a 
certificate of residence from the ayuut. and joining the vigilance com. (iii. 
430). He was generally known in Cal. as Julian W., often signing in tJtat 
way. In '39 he waa natumJized, and about tbia time married ifaria de Jesua, 
daughter of Antonio M. Lngo, becoming the owner of the Chino rancbo 
granted to Lugo in '41, and being himself the grantee of an addition to the 
rancho in '43, iv, 634, 117. His house in town waa sold to the city govt. In 
'46 he proposed to build a fort at tbe Cajon. v. 37; on the fight at Chino, 
when W. waa taken prisoner, see v. 312-14. Ho bad a Cal. claim for property 
destroyed for $133,000, which waa not allowed (v. 462). In '47 he advertised 
in the Cali/or/tian for a large no. of icen to build an adobe fenoe round hia 
rancho; and Col. Contts says that the n^en all ran away to the rainea in '43 
just before tbe work was completed. He died in '56 at tbe age of '57, leaving 
as heLresaes of bia large estate two daughters, Marfa Merced, wife of John 
Haina, and Francieca, wife of Robert Carlisle. His wife had died in '42, leav- 
ing the 2 daugliters and apparently a son. Col, Williams was one of the typi- 
cal rancheros of southern Cab, enterprising, hospitable, and generally of gCKid 
repute, W. (Isaac), 1843, overl. imming. of the Chilea- Walker party, iv, 
393-4, 400> who settled at Sta Cnia and later moved to Loa Ang., where be 
died about 70. W. (James), 1843, brother of Isaac and memb. of the same 
party, iv. 393-4, 400, Ho also settled at Sta Cruz as a lumberman and black- 
emith, being naturalized in '45, and married by Larkin in Aug. to Mary Pat- 
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terson. In '46 he killed Henrv Naile. v. 641; and ia often named in records 
of '47-S, being a miner in the latter year. In '52 ho was cl. for ranchoa in Sta 
Gruz and the Sac. Val. iii. 677; iv- 670; and he died at StaCmz in '53 at the 
ageof45. W. (James V.J, 1847, Co. B.Morm. Bat. {v. 469): reenL; inUUh 
"82. W. (J. HO. 184S. pa^p. from Hon. W. (John), 1S26, sailor on the 
Rover. W. (John), 1S46, donbtfal uamo of an overL immig. v. 529, 

Williams (John S. ), 1S13, brother of Isaac and James, and overL immig. 
of the Chiles party, iv. 393-4, 400. He was a tanner by trade, and I find no 
original record of his presence till '4o, when ho ia named in the Bmaiciforto 
padron as 26 years old (Isabel and Esculla Williams living with him— prob. 
the CaL rendering of Isaac and SquireJ), aiid i^ mentioned at Sutter^s fort. 
In Feb- '46 he asked for naturalization, contimiing to work for Satter, but 
travelling much up and down the valley, visiting Mont, and Sta Cruz, and 
perhapsaerving with the Bears, v. 167. In '47, besides baying lots and build- 
ing at Benicia, v. 072, he took charge of Larkin^a rancho in Colnsa, and was 
married in June to Maria Louisa, daughter of Joseph Gordon, at Win Gor- 
don's placo on Cache Creek, by Alcalde Ide. I have many of bis original let- 
ters. He went to the mines in ^4S; moved to Bntte Co. in '49; and died in 
May of that year. His widow married Lindsay Carson in '50, was one of the 
cl, for the Arroyo Chico rancho '52, and still lived in Sonoma Co. '80. A son> 
John H.^ Jr, was born inOal. '4B, and was also one of the claimants. He went 
east, and in 70-80 lived in Texas. W, (N, L. }. 1848, paasp, from Hon. \\\ 
(Ricliard), 1846, sergt Co. C, 1st U.S. dragoons (v, 330), 341. W. (Robert), 
1844, doubtful name of a man who came with his family, Ariz* MUt, 268. 
W. (Squire), 1843, brother of Joha S. and James, v, 393-4, 400; Co. F, Cal. 
Bat. (v. 358); died at the Yuba miaes ^48; yet named as a ch for Arroyo de 
la La^na in *52, iii. 077- W. (S. H.), 1848, of S. H. W. & Co. at S>. v, 
678. W. (Thomas), 1S47, ser^ Co. D, Morm. Bat, v, 477, 481; perhaps did 
not come to Cal. W. (Wm), 1838, Engl, sailor who landed at 3< Diego, iv. 
119; in charge of Capt. Fitcb*B house *40; sub-Iod. agentftt S, Luis itey '48. 

T, 621-2; claimant for Valle de las Viejaa '52, v, 619, W. (Wm fl,], 1847, 
Co. A, N. Y.Vol. {V. 499); at Nyack, N.Y., '74-S4. 

Williamson (Benj.), 1846, Co, B, Cal, Bat, {v. 358), enlisting at Mont. 
Nov, W. (Daniel or David), 1846, Co, F, ditto, enlisting at 9. Juan Oct,; 
at S. Joa^ '48; d. in '49. Swan. W, (James), 1826, on the Itover. W, 
(J, C), 1838 (?), nat. of Mass., said t*^ have come via N. Mex. in '38, iv. 119, 
and, returning, to have started in '41 with hia family, killed by Ind. on the 
way. Then bo turned Ind, -fighter; was with Pn^mont in '46 (?); waaasharp- 
shooter in the war of '61-5; a scout under Caster later; then a hunter in 
Cal. known as Grizzly Dan; at Orovillo '80. Sac. Union, July 3, '80. How 
mach truth there may be in all this I do not know. W, (Thomas), 1833, at 
Mont, '33-4. W. [Thwnaj^D.l, l&47,Co, K, N,Y.VoL (v,499); atStaEosa 
71-4; d. beforo '80. Willie (Henry), 1847, Co. H, ditto. 

Willis (Ira), 1847, Co, B, Morm. Bat. {v, 469); later in S^tter's service, 
and at the Coloma mill when gold was found, W. (Otia W.), 18i7, Co. F, 
N,Y.Vol, (V. 499); at S. Andr^ '74. W. (Wm), 1827 (?), Englishman, 
owning cattle and applying for land at S. JoBd in '23. ii. 595, 605; iii. 
178. In ^ Wm With got permission to keep cattle at Mt Diablo, ii, 602, 
As Wilk and Villa he ia named in '34, age 31, with wife and 3 children. 
In '41 Guillermo Wil is named ia the S. Joa4 padron aa an Amer., age 
40, wife Maria Ant, Galindo, chUd, Guillermo b. '33, Concepcion *2S, and 
Anastasio '30. There is also a Julian Wil named aa a militiaman of S,F, in 
'37. There ia a strange lack of definite information about this Wm Willis. 
W, (W. S. SO, 1847, known as Sidney W.; Co. B, Morm, Bat (v. 469); in 
Sutter's employ '47-8, and at the Coloma mill when gold was discovered, 
Wilmot (James), 1845, perhaps overl. immig. of the Grigsby-Ide party, iv. 
57ft; named at Sutter's fort '46. W. (Lewish 1$46, CaL Bat. (v. 358); also 
Lewis A, W., sailor on the Mhabtih '48. WiJmotli (Geo.), 1845, boatswain 
on the U.S. Savamidh. Wilson, 1845, in Sutter's employ; went eaiit with 
Oiyman in '46. v. 526. W., 1847, at S.P. from Hon., with wife and 2 chil- 
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dren, on the JuMa, W»j 1847, owner of land &t Bonicia, W., 1848, at 
S.F. from Tahiti. W,, 1848, of Hood & W., carpenters at S.F. v. 684, 
W, (A.), 1824, sailor on tha Hover. W. (Alfred Q.), 1847, Co. A, Morm. 
Bat. (v. 469); at Moab, Utat, *81- W- (AmariahJ, 1847, owner of S,P. lota. 
W. (AlTin)t 1S40, uat. of Conn., who landed from Capt. Hinckley's x-easel 
and became a lumberman in the Sta Cruz district. He was arrcsterl with the 
other foreigners, but not exiled; and in *42 signed an appeal to the U.S. govt. 
He was kiUed by lud. near GUroy in July '44. W. (B.), 1848, at Hon, 
from S.F., on the Julian. 

Wilson (fienj. Davis], 1341, known in Cal. as Benito, nat. of Tenn., and 
immig. of the Worliman partj; from N. Mex., where he had resided for 3 
years aa trapper and trader, iv, 277-9. In '43 he purchased the Jurupu 
rancho, iv. 03d, and from this frontier station in the following years engaged 
in seTeral campaigns against hostile Indians. In '45 he was protuinent among 
the southern foreipiers who Eerved agaLuat Mieheltorena. iv, 495, 504, 506-7. 
In '46 he acted as juez for the district ranchoa; commanded a comp. of citizen 
ri^emen intended to resist Castro; was in com, of the foreigners at theChino 
tight; and after the U.S, occnpation served as lieut in the CaL Bat. v. 50-1, 
265,312-14,330,625. He n-as the 1st county clerk and Ifit mayor of Los 
Aug.; Ind, agent in '52, taking pride in having been the 1st to urge the set- 
tling of the Ind. on reservationa at the old missions; cl. for S. Joo6 de Buenos 
Aires rancho, iv. 635; and was state senator for two terma. Don Benito wa^ 
a prosperous ranchero and fruit-raiser, an influential and respected citizen. 
In '77 ne dictated for my use his Observations on early Cal, events, a MS. of 
considerable \^lne, though on some points I have found Wilson's testimony 
lesa ocenrato than I had deemed it at first. I notice that a copy, left with the 
family at their request, has been consulted by some of the county history 
and newspaper men. W. died at his rancho of Lake Vineyard in 78, at the 
af^ of 67t leaving a widow — a 2d wife, the 1st having been Ramona, daugh- 
ter of Bernardo Yorba, married in *44 — ajid 3 daughters. W. (Qiarlee), 
1848, carpenter atS.F, W. (Dorsey), 1 847, owner of S.F. lot. W, (Henry), 
1847, purser on the U.S, Preble, W. (Henry J.), 1847, sergt Co. D, N. Y. 
Yob V. £04. W, (James), 1824, Engl, trader at Mont.; age 25 in '29; also 
at Mont. '30-3. ii. 609. W. (James), 1844 (?), Engl, soldier, veteran of 
Waterloo, said to have come to Sta Clara and to have died in "70, v, 453; 
W. (James), 1847, Co. A, N.Y.VoL (v. 499), 

Wilson (John), 1826, Scotch shipmaster and tracler on the roll of the See. 
Cal, Pion. as having arrived in Apnl "29, and who in *37 claimed a residence 
of 12 years; the Ist original record being ^28, when he was maater of tha 
Tho3 Noidan. iii. 149. In '31-7 he was mr of the A'jacucho; of the Index 
'38-9, '41-3; of the Fly '40; of the JitanUa m '44-5. iii. 381; iv, 101, 104, 
560. Before '36 he married Rainona Carrillo de Faeheco, and from that time 
cousidered Sta B. his home; naturalised in '37, and from '39 to '47 a partner 
of Jiimos Scett; ahout '41 enc;aged in otter- hunting. In '45 Capt. W. took 
aome part in the troubles with Mieheltorena. iv. 498; and with Scott was the 
jinrchaser of the S. Luia Ob. estate, aiid grantee of the ranchoa Canada del 
Chorro and Cafiada de los Oaos, where he spent the rest of his life, iv, 553, 
6o5, 658-9; v. 375, 558, 566. He died in. ^60 at the age of 65, leaving awidow, 
still living in ^, a son John who settled in England, and a daughter. There 
were few of the old pioneers better known or more respected than Capt, John 
Wilson, W, (John), 1826, Amcr. trapper, apparently of Jed, Smith a party, 
iii. 155, 190, 176. Ment. in '27-30; on l^rkin's books '38-9; in '41 permitted 
to marry Maria 1;\ Mendoza of S. Cfirlos. W. (John), 1837, grantee of 
Guilicoa rancho, Sonoma, for which be was cl. in 53. iii. 712; iv. 118; ment. 
at Sonoma '43. W, (John), 1841, deserter from the U,S. Ex. Ex. at Jfl'. 
Helv. July. W. (John), 1844, owner of a lighter on SkF. bay; perhaps John 
oi '37, or the captain. W. (John), 1847, wounded at tho S, Gabriel fight. 
V- 395; prob. Joseph. W. (John), 1847, Co. D, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499); perhaps 
at Stockton '48-9, W, (J. B. ), 1847, carpenter at Mont. '47-8; perhaps the 
initials were E. B. or 0. B. W, (John E.), 1846, on roll of Soc, Cal. 
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Pion.i nat of Sweden; d.atS.F, 77, age 63. W. {John Henry), 1826, negro 
who lauded from a. whaler, and was aUlI at Los Ang. ^and ^1. lu. 196. 
W. (John K.), lS4d, mid. on the U.S. Savannah '45-7; lieut, and later capt., 
of the fuiiU. comp. of the C&l. Bat, v. 361, 434,446; m'4da witoessat VVa^h. 
on the Cal. claims. W. (J. T.), 1847, owner of a S.F. lot. 

Wilson (Joseph), 1845* asst-surg. on the U.S, Sav(Vimah M5-7. W- 
(Joseph), 1846^ seaman woonded at the S. Gabriel fight ^47. W. (Joseph), 
1847» purser on the U,8, Lexintjton, \Vp (Julian), 1828, partner of Exter in 
a trapping project, iii. 172-3, 178; named in the Branciforte padron of "28, 
wife JosefftArbito (?), child Marfa. ii. 627- W, (Lorenzo), 1H30 (?), brother 
of Julian, said by Vallejo to have had personal enconntera with Piiego and 
Jos^ C'aatro. W. (Mariano), 1846, had a Cal. claim (v. 462). W. (Oliver 
a). 184fi, Co, 0, Ist U.S. dragooua (v. 336). W. (Robert), 1847, Go. G, 
N.r. VoL (v. 499); at Vallejo '82, W. (Thomas), 1832, at Purfsima, a 
farmer, W. (Thomas A.}, 1848, over!, immig., son of Wml)., settler in S, 
Joaquin Co., where he still lived with a family in *84, W. (Wm), 1822, 
Amer. carpenter at Mont. ^29, aged 27, married; also at Mont- '34. ii. 478. 
There way be some confusion between him and Wm *Willis,* q. v. W. 
(Wm), 1847, at S.F. from Tahiti. W. (WmC), 1846 (7), nat. of Tenn, said 
to have come from Sonora this yoar; a well-known hoT^emau who died at S, 
Jos^ '82, leaving a widow and son. iv. 587. W. (Wm D.), 1848, nat. of Ky 
and overl. immig. who settled on the Cosnmnea, where be built a wire bridge. 
He was rich at one time, but lost his fortune by fl-oods and other nusfortunee. 
Ho died near Gilroy in 75 at the age of 65, leaving a widow and son. Wilt 
(John), 1847, aergt Co. B, N.Y, Vol, v. 604; d. before '82, 

Wimmer (Peter L.) 1846, nat. of Ohio and overL immig. with his wife, 
Elizaltetb J, Bays, He may have eerred in the Cal. Bat (v, 358); and in '47 
was owner of a S.F. lot. v. 685. He worked for Sutter as a millwright in 
'47-8, and was one of the men employed at tbo C<^oma miU when gold wa6 
discovered, being ^rh^pawith Marshall on the eV^tfulmomlagwh«0 Hhey' 

Sicked up the 1st nngget. At any rato, Mrs W., ranking as cook and tana- 
reas of the camp, tested that nugget by boiling it in her soap-kettle, and still 
claimed to have it in her possOHsion in '85^ After the discovery the family 
kept a boardiug-bouse, having also a choice assortment of pigs. A child was 
born in Aug. '48; in '49 W. went to Calaveras; in '65 ho haa 10 children. In 
78-85beresidedinSoutliernCal. W, (JohnM.), 1847 (T), perhaps a brother 
of Peter, teamster at N. Helv, and Coloma '47-8. G. W . and family are also 
ment. in the N. Ndv. Diary; prob, error. 

Winckley (J, F.), 1848, passp. from Hon. Winders (John), 1847, nat, 
of Va; d. at Stockton 72, age 67, Windmeyer (Richard), 1847, Co. F, 
N. Y. Vol. (V, 499). Wing, 1847, mr of the Obed MitcheU. v. 570; on tho 
Sagadahoc '4^%^ Winkley, 1847, at S.F, from Or. on the Henry; at Benicia. 
Winkworth (Wm), 1836, mr of the Europa ^6-7. iv. 103. Winn (Dennis), 
1847, Co. A, Morm. Bat (v, 469); laborer at Mont *48: atEichmond, Utah, 
'81. Winner (Goo. K.), 1846, one of tho Mormon colony, witli wife and 6 
children, v, 547; owner of S.F. lot *47. v. 679. Winnie (James), 1847, 
Bergt Co. H, N.Y. Vol. v. 504; sergt of S, Joa*3 gnard '48; d, before '82. 
W, (Wm), 1847, Co. E, N.Y. VoL (v. 499); carpenter and miner in Calaveras 
Co. '48-56; at Portland, Or., to 74, and at Oakland, CaL, to 'S^, Winship, 
i84fi, trader in the mines and at S.F, W. (Charles), 1850, mr of tho fieiwy. 
ip 546, 656. W. (Jonathan), 1806, mr of the O'Caia; a famous trader and 
smuggler on the coast 1806-12, ii. 25, 39^0, 78-9, 82, 84-5, 92-4, 267, 633, 
W. (Nathan), 1806, brotberof Jonathan, mate of the O'Coin; mrof the^l&a- 
er<m 1807-12. ii. 39, 82, 84, 92-5, 148, 199, 267. 296. Wiaalow, 1848, from 
Hon, on the Sa^adohoc. Winter (Jacob), 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. (v. 469); 
regnl, W. (John D. ), 1848, hot^il-keeper at Coloma, of firm W. & Cromwell, 
owning an interest in Sutter's mill; later a reaid. of S. Joaquin. W, (Wm 
H.), 1843(?), nat. of Ind. and overl. immig. of tho Walker-Chiles party, iv- 
393^, 400; or possibly came to Or. '43 and to Cal. ^44. He is said to have 
gone east in '45 and retnmed in '49, but la named in N. Helv. in '47- He 
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made other trips east, but in '53 settled in Gal. with his family, living ia 
Colusa and Lake to 'o^, in Napa to '71, and in Shasta until his dealii in 79 at 
the age of 60, leaving 5 boua, one of them a lawyer at Napa. W., 1843, mr 
of thG whs.\er Ana Maria. Peterson. 

Wise (Henry A.), 1847, lieut on the U,S- Independence., and author of Lo» 
OrinyoSy pub. in N,Y. '40, in which his experienee is deecribed. v. 100. I 
have also some MS. Notes on. OaL by him, but cannot aay how or when they 
"were obtained, W. (Marion), 1845, apparently one of Fr^ont'a men. iv. 
583; at N. Helv. '46, and perbaps one oi the ifeai-a. v, 110, 128. 453; a wit- 
neaa at Wash, in Feb. '48. He perished in Fremont's exped. of *48-9. Wis- 
'mon (John), 1846, in HittelFe list Wiauer (Geo.), 1845, carpenter on the 
U,S. Portsmouth '45-1; owner of a 8.F- lot. v. (J83. Wisaell (Fred,), 1847, 
Co. H, N.Y. Vol (v. 499), Wiawell <Jwnee), 184(3, a doctor who became 
rich and went east, IlittelL Withrell (Adolphiia), 1846, eador on the Dale. 
Wittam (Isaac), 1S47, Co. I, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499). Wtttmer (Jacob). 1847, 
Swiss in Satter'a employ '47-8, often named in the N. Httv. Diary. On Feb, 
14, *48, hearrived at the fort with glowing reports from the gold mio^. Wit- 
marsh (Beuj, H.), 1845, Amer. at Mont. Wittengstein (David), 1847, Co, 
F, 3d U,S. artill, (v. 518). 

Wodwarck, 1815, mr of the Lady, ii, 307, Wohler (Herman), 184S» 
German who married a daughter of Capt. Cooper, and waa a member of the 
legislature of '65. He lived on Mark West Greek, and later at Sonoma, where 
ho had a vineyard. An accomplished mtisician, famous as an entertainer. He 
died in 77- Vohlgemouth (Henry J.). 1847, Co. E, N.Y. Vol, (v. 499); at 
S,F. "82, Wolcott, 1845(?), d, at Hon, '50; said to bave lived 6 yeara in 
Cal.; prob. *Walcott.* Wolfe (Jamea), 1826, mate of the fiiwsom ^26-7, iii, 
121. W, (John), 1847, Co, P, N.Y, Vol, (v, 499); trader at Mont., Stock- 
ton, aiid in the minea; in N.Y. 71-82, Wolfinger, 1846, German of the 
Donner party, who died before reaching the Sienai, His wife survived uid waa 
married iu '47 at Sutter's fort to Goo. Zinna. v, 531-2, 534. 

Wolfskin (John R.), 1838, nat, of Ky, who came from N. Me:?., after BOtne 
yeara residence in Mex. iv. 1L7, 119. After working for several years for bia 
brother Wm in the south, he came north in '42 and settled on a runcho oa 
Putah Creek — granted to Francisco Guerrero and owned by Wnt WolfskiU, 
Here ho has lived down to '85, his name rarely appearing in any early recorda 
that I have seen, possibly aerving with the Bears and Cal. Bat., but nob 
tempted away from his rancbo and cattle by the gold escitement of '48-9, 
In the later years he has been one of the best known fruit-growers of Yolo 
and Solano, a man of wealth, and a citizen of the Tnost excellent reputation, 
now81yearaofage. Portrait in YohCo. //tBi.,2G. By his first wife, whose name 
I have not found, he had a son, Edward, who in later years was his busLaesa 
manager. In *58 ho married Susan, daughter of Stephen Cooper, by whom ho 
had 3 daughters living in '80. I have a brief Bioff. Sketch of *TJnclo John/ 
takon by G. W, Bogga in '83. W. (Sarchel), 1838(?j. nat. of Mo,, brother 
of John R,, who may have come from N. Mex. '38-41; iu Solano Co, '80, 
W. (Wm), 1831, brother of John E,., nat. of Ky, and for several years a trap- 
per and trader in N. Mex., coming to Cal. in com, of a trapping party by a 
new rout«. ivi. 386, 405, 630; iv. 2tJ3-4, He had been naturalized in N. Mex, 
'30; and in C3al, for several years waa engaged in hunting otter on the coast, 
building a achoonerfor that purpose, iii. 31^3, 393. In '36 he settled at Los 
Ang, as a carpenter, getting a lot, being named as one o^ the vigilantes, giv- 
ing much attention to the raialng of vines, and from '3S devoting himaelf 
wholly to the vineyards which were to make him rich and famous, iv, U7. 
He married in '41; in '42 became the owner of the PutaK Creek ranchooccupied. 
from that time by his brother, iv. 673; in '44 was regidor at Los Ang. iv. 
633; and is hardly mentioned in the polLlical troubles of '45-7 or in public 
matters of later years. He died in ^66 at the ago of 68, leaving an enviable 
reputation as an honest, enterprising, generous, unassuming, intelligent man. 
He and Louis Vign^ may be regarded as thopioneers of Galiforaia'a greatest 
industry, the production of wine and fru.it. Hia wife MagdaJena, daughter of 
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Jofl^ Ign. Logo, died in '62; a daughter Juana, Mra Henry D. JBarrowa, died 
in '63, aud ajiother daughter in '55. The sarviving children aud heirs of hia 
large estate were Joseph W. born in ^44, Lnis, Madelina {wife of Matiaa 
Sabici), and Francisca, apparently MraCardwell. Wm had 3 brothers^ per- 
haps including Sarchel, who came after *46. Welter (Charles), 183^J, Ger- 
man mr of a Mei, ressel, who in Dec. obtained a certificate of Mejc. citizen- 
ship, having been for 2 years a citizen of Peru, iii. 409. It is not unlikely that 
he visited Cal* before '33. He w as mr of the Lt<mor '36-S, of the Clara or 
OlaHia '40-3, of the Julia '44-5, and of El Placer '48. iiL 3S3; iv. 10^, 104. 
403, 563-4; v. 677- Capt. Welter married aji Estrada, settled at Mont., and 
was el. for the Toro roncho. iii, 679- He died in '56 at the age of 65, 

Wood, 1841, with Douglas, iv, 212; named at Sutter's fort. W. 1846, 
^t Sutter's fort from Or. in June, v. 626, W., IS46, (nr of the Pandora, v, 
579- W., 1847, juryman and constable at Sutter^s fort. v. 642. W., 1848, 
in the mines; discov, of Wood Creek; perhaps the man who came from Or. 
with Capt. Martin, and waa billed by Ind. W., 1848, builder at Beoicia. 
V. 673. W, IGeo,}, 1631, mr of the Lomsa. ui. 383. W. (Geo, T.), 1844, 
deBCrtor from tho U.S. Warrtn at S.F., who lived among the Ind. of Marin 
Go. near Tomales, where Wood Point bears hJs name, iv, 463, Tho ex-aallor 
became an expert horaeman, widely known as Tom Vaqnero. He died at S. 
Rafael in 79. W. (Henry), 1833, Amer, named in Larkin's books '33-7, 
^own a3 the 'deacon.' iii. 409; in tba Or. cattle party of '37. iv. 85; served, 
in Cal. Bat. '46 (v. 358). and had a Cal. claim of 130 (v. 462); owner of S.F. 
lot '47; a carpenter at S.F, '51-4; perhaps several different men, W, (John), 

1847. Co. I, KY.Vol, (T. 490); at Hanford, Tulare Co., '82, W. (Joseph). 

1845, overt, immig. of the Grigaby-Ide party, who probably returned east in 
^46. iv. 579; but may have be^ one of the Wooda named at Sutter's fort at 
tho beginning of this paragraph, W. (0. R.}, 1848, at Hon. from Mont,; 
«eemQ to have married a daughter of W, H. Merrill at S-F. W. (Paul D.). 

1846, Co. C, Ub U, S, dragooaa (v- 336). W, (Wm), 1840, sup. of the €o^ 
lumU(t '40-1. iv. 102-3, 664. W. (Wm), 1846, Co. E, Cal- Bat., enlisting 
at Sutter's fort Oct. (v. 358). W. (Wm), 1847» Co. C, Monn. Bat (v, 469). 
W, {Wm A,), 1847, Co. F, Sd U.S.artiU. (v. 518). W. (Wm Majtwell), 1844, 
fleet-surgeon of tho Pacific squadron U.S.N, '44-6, who, on his way overland 
across Mex, in *46, sent to Com. Sloat at Mazatlan news of the outbreak of 
war. Ho published a narrative of his adventures under the titleof Wandering 
Sketches, iv. 452-3, 460, 479, 661. 

Woodard (John), 1832, witness at Mont Wooden (John), 1843, doubt- 
ful name of tho Chiles- Walker immig. party, iv. 393-4, Woodruff (^YUford), 

1848, Monnon, and one of the discov. of gold at Mormon Id,; perhaps 'Wil- 
ford.* Woods (Henry), 1838, in St^ Clara; perhaps *Wood.' W, (Isaiah 
C), 1848, nat. of Me, who came as sup, of a trader» end from '49 was promi- 
nent as manager of Adams & Co.'s express and banking business. He went 
«ast after the failure of that eomp. in ^56; among other enterprises established 
an overland mail from Texas to S. Diego; served as commissary of transpor- 
tation in the war of '61-5; and returned to Cal. about '68, He died in 80, 
leaving nwidowand 3 children, W- (John), 1848, at Sta CVus '81. Wood- 
sido (Preston K.), 1847, Co. D, N.Y.VoL (v, 499); clerk of the naval agency 
at Mont. '48; later clerk of supreme court. In ^81 at Tucson, Aiiz, Wood- 
ward (E.), 1840, steward of the schr CaliMnia, W. (Francis), 1847, Co. C, 
Morm. Bat (v. 469). Woodworth, 1847, a Mormon in Sutter's etmiloy '47-8, 
teaming between the fort and mill. W. (John), 1834, Engl, at Mont, '34-5, 

Woodworth (Selim E.), 1847, nat. of K.Y., and lieut U.S,N., who came 
overland to Or. in *46» and to Cal, in the winter of '46-7, taking some part in 
an exped, for the relief of the Donner party, v, 539; owning S,F. lots, ]0inmg 
the ifarr^ and in '48 actingas mrof the transport j^ntfo. v. 576. In '49 he 
resigned his commiasioii, engaged in trade in eomp. with P. A. Roach, and 
was a member of the 1st state senate. Later he became a business man at S. 
F., being prominent in the vigilance com. of '51. In the war of '61-5 he re- 
joined the navy, reaching the rank of commodore, resigning about '67i And 
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redding for the moat part at S.F., where he died in 71, at the age of 55, 
leaving a widow and 5 children. Portrait in Annals of S.K AVoohud 
(Henry), 1S47, Co. K, N.Y.Vol {v, 499); 58 hashes and a month in jail at S. 
Joa5 '48 for attempted murder- Wootdridge, 1646, com. of the Spy. v. 580, 
Wooley (Wm), 1847, Co. A, N". Y. Vol. (v. 499); at Campo Seco 71-82. 
WooBter (Charles W.), 1847, nat. of N. Y., who came as sup. of the Cctn/ede- 
racioni haviug been admiral in the Chilean navy. He presided at the l^t 
thanksgiving dimmer at S.F- '47, being owner of lota here and at Benicia. v. 
646, C72, CTS. Partner of Ward and lourgeaud in the Yuha mines; dying at 
Hock farm Aug. '48. 

Worden (John L.), 1S47, lieut on the SoTdhantpion. W. (Stephen), 1844, 
doulitfnl name of an Amer. at S.F., age 25, Work (John), 1833, a trapper 
applying for supplies, iii. 392- Workman (Andrew J.), 1847, Co, B, Morm. 
Bat. (V, 469); at Virgm City, Utah, '82. W., 1809, doubtful record of a 
hunter, ii 89. W- (Oliver G.), 1847, Co. B, Morra. Bat. (v, 469); reenl; at 
Salt Lake City '82. W> (Win), 1S41, nat. of England, who came from M. 
Mex, in com. of an immig. party with hia family, iv, 276-9, 637- He had 
long been & trader at Taoa, and at the time of bis coming to Cal> was some- 
what compromised in the eyea of the Mex. govt by bis supposed coanectioa 
with Texan political or revolutionary schemes. He obtained, with John Ro- 
land, the Puente rajicho, confirmed in '45> iv. 331, 635; was a leader of the 
foreigners ngainet Micheltorena in '45. iv, 495, 505; took some part in '46-7 
in the direction of preventing warfare, a', 50-1, 332-3, 387, 396j andwaa the 
purchaser of S. Gabriel mission, t. 561, 627-9. In *52 he was cl, for the Cajon 
de lo3 NegroB and La Pneatc ranchoe. IVom abont '68 he was a bankei' in 
company with Temple at Los Anj;., ajid in 70, on the failure of the bank, be 
committed euicide, at tho age oi 76. I know nothing of his family, except' 
that a brother David died at La Puente in '55, Wort (Geo. ), 1847, Co. G^ 
N.Y.VoL (v. 499); d. at S,R '47- Worth (Caroline), 1548, nat. of Ind., 
resid. of Sonoma Co. 74-7- 

WrangcU (Baron F. von), 1833, gov. of the Ensahm colonies in Alaska, at 
Ross in *33, and at Mont '35 on hia way to Mes, iv, 160-9, See also NUL 
Alaska. Wright, 1845, doubtful member of the Grigaby-Ide party- iv. 579. , 
W., 1^7, bad a hospital on Cooper St., Mont. W., 1848, from Hon. on the' 
Sagadahoc. W., 1848, at Sta Cruz, buying C- C. Smithes interest in a store,, 
which was perhaps in the mines- W-, 1848, partner of Dav, Ray in the 
Yuba mines, W., 1648, of W. & Owen, liquor dealers at S.F, W, (Cha*), 

1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. (v. 469). W. (David), 1847, carpenter at Mont; 
cl lu '52 for Eohlar de la Miseria rancho, iv. 673. W, (Harry), 1846, Co, 
G, Cal. Bat., enlisting at S.Josd Nov. (v. 358). W. (J.), 1840, passenger on 
the Lauscmne perhaiw, who went to Hon. iv. 104, 121. W. (Jonathan), 
1346, at Mont. 74, szdd by McPherson to have come this year. W. (J. H.), 

1848, passp. from Hon, W. (Phineaa R. ), 1847, aergt do. A» Morm. Bat. v, 
477. W. (Stephen A.), 1847, prob. overl. immig., perhaps of *46; at Mont. 
'47-8, of W. & Dickenson, lumber dealers; owner of S.F. lot *49. v. 685; and 
member of 9.F. council '49; later a banker who failed and went to Ariz, be- 
fore '60. W. (Tiery), 1844 (?), perhaps one of Fremont's men. iv, 437. 

Wtimsen (John), 1823, appears as a "witne^ at Sta B-; prob. a Bailor, ii. 
405. Wunderlich (F. H.}, 1848 (?), biog. in Eureka Humboldt Times. Jane 
25, 79. Wyboum (Robert), 1847, Co. I, K. Y.VoL (v, 499); in Calaveras 
71-4. Wylie (John), 1847, Co, E, ditto. Wylis (Richard), 1845, doubtful 
name of an overl. immig. iv. 578. Wyman (Gardner), 1847, at Mont. '47-8. 
W. (Geo. F.), 1844 (?}, sent by Sutter t^ raise recruits for the Micbeltorena 
campaign iu Dec^ iv. 453, 486, 501 ; often named in the N. Helv. Diary '45-8; 
His wi^, ment. in '47, was America, daughter of David Kfilaey, still living in 
'85i In '78-84 W. was living at Spanishtown, S. Mateo Co., and in news- 
paper sketches and county histories is said to have left a whaler in '36. W. 
(T.W.), 1847, capt. on the U.S. Oolumhus. v. 577. 

Yame (Bias), 1800, sailor on the Peamck. ii. 38. Tanonalit, Ind. chief 
at Sta B. 1782. i, 377. Yard (Edward M.), 1846, lient on the U.S. DdUi 
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at Trenton, N. J., 78. Yftrnall (Mordecai), 1847, prof, of mathematics on the 
Colujnbus. Yat^ (John), 1842, Engl, sailor who caine from Mazatlan and 
waa employed by Sutter as mr of his launch, iv. 2*J9, 34L In '43 he waa in 
some trouble at Sonoma, Sutter furnishing bail; in Nov. '44 his lamsch waa 
wrecked at Rofis; he is named in the 2^. J/elv. JHary '45-7, and eeemB to have 
been the owner of land in the Chico region *46-7, ha\-iiig also a Cal, claim of 
$50 (v. 462), In '51 he went to the ^Sandwich IbL, where he was living in '72, 
in which year be sent me his Sketch q/ a Journey to thf. SacrameTUo Volley in 
^Jfi, including a narrative of earlier adventurea. It Is a moat iutcrestin" and 
nseful MS., though there are indications that the valley trip may have Ijeen 
antedated by a year or two. Y. (John D. 1, 1847, Co. H, N.Y,Vol, (v. 49&)j 
in '82 at Albany, N.Y.; a printer. Ybarra, etc., see *Ibarra,' etc. 

Yeamans (Edward), 1847, Co. E, W. Y. Vol. (v. 499), Yellow Serpent, 
Or. Ind. at Sutter's fort '44-6, v, 300-2. Yems, 1817, sailor atStaB., doubt- 
ful name. ii. 2Se. Ycrgeens (Fred.), 1847, Go. F, 3d U. «. artili. (v. 518); 
living in '64. Yetch (Aagoat), 1847> perhaps of N, Y. Vol, under another 
name. Yim (James), 1828, Amer. pilot at Mont, '28-9, age 23; name doubt- 
fnl; prob. *Jim.* Yndarte (J. D.), 1845, mr of the Faxiti. iv. 56.^, Ynitia 
(Camilo), grantee of Olompali '43, Yonkins (Wm), 1847, Co. F, 3d U. 3. 
ortill. (v. &2^)% in the S. JosiS hospital '64, suffering from an incurable cancer. 

Yorba (Antonio), 1769, one of Fagefi' original Catalaii volunteers; in 1777 
corp. of the S. F, comp. ; in 1782 corp, of Uie Mont. comp. ; and in 1789 of 
the S. DJego comp. In 17^ he waa retired aa invdhdo ser^; and in 1809-10 
grantee of the Santiago do Sta Ana rancho, Los Ang., which he or a son of 
the fiame name occupied down to '30, and the family later, i. 647, 663; iL 104, 
J12, 172, 353, 565, 664; iii. C34. Ilia wife, from 1782, was Maria Joaefa, 
daughter of Alf^rez Grijalva; and the children named in early years were 
Isabel Maria, Cecilia, liEAimunda (who married J> B. Alvaiado), Francisco 
and Joa6 Domingo who died in 1796- Y. (Bernardo), son of Antonio, age 35 
in '39, aux. alcalde or juea de campo at St Ai;a '33, '30, '40, *44. iii. 635-7j 
iv. 633; grantee of Caiiada de Sta Ana. '34 and o£ Sierra '46» iii* 633; v. 62a 
His daughter Eamona married B. I^. Wilson. Y. (Isabel), grantee of 
Guadalasoa '46, and cL in '62. iii. 655, Y. (Josd Ant.), son of Antonio, age^ 
27 io '39; aux, alcalde and juez de campo at Sta Ana Akutjo '36, '40. iii. 630- 
7; in '41 at S. Joan Cap. iv. 626^ 628; in '47 rcgidor at Lew Ang. v. 026. 
Y. (Joe6 Domingo), aon of Joa4 Ant., k at S, Diego 1795; cl. of S. Vicente 
Cailada '52. v, 629. Y. (Ramon}. cL for Las Bolaaa '52. iii. 633. Y- 
(Teodosio), eon of Joafi Aut., age 22 io *39, aux. alcalde at Sta Ana '36 and 
•47. iii. 636; v, 626; a prisoner in '38_ iii. 654-5; grantee of Arroyo Seco MO. 
iii. 711; atS. Juan Cap. '4L iv. 626; grantee of Lomas de Santiago '46. v. 
627. Y. (Tomds Aat.), son of Josd Ant., age 65 in *39, supl. of the diputa- 
cion '30, '32. iii 50, 216-18; aux. alcalde at SU Ana '31-2, '35. iii. 635; ment 
in -SO, ^40, '43. iii. 589, 029, 637. 

Yorgens (Joseph), 1828, Amer. trapper of Pattie'a party, iii. 163, 168; 
^e 24 in '29. Either Y. and Fergason were the eame, or one of them could 
not have belonged to this party. York, 1834, Engl, sailor, age 23, in a 
Mont. list. Y. (John), 1845, nat. of Tenn. and overl. immig. of the Grigsby- 
Ide party, with bia wife Luciiida Hudson and 2 sons, \Vm E. and David, the 
latter being apparently bom on the trip. iv. 579, 587. He settled at the head 
of Kapa Valley; waa at Sonoma during the Bear revolt; went to the mines in 
'43-9; and in '49-82 lived on hia farm in Napa. There were 9 surviving 
children in '82, includiog those named above. Portrait in NafpaCo. Rist, 62. 
Y. (Wm), 1S46. Co. F, Cal. Bat. v. 358; at S. Jos^ *4S-50. 

Young, 1833, at S. Diego '33-4, in Ebbetts' service, caUed capt Y., 
1647, mr of the Com. StocUfm, at S.F, and Bodega, v. 577. Y, (Alphens), 
1847, Co. D. N.Y.Vol. (v. 499); at S.F. '82, Y, (Charies B,), 1847, lieut 
Oo.A,ditto. V.503. Y.(ChasD.), 1847, masician, ditto. Y.(Ewing),1830, 
capt. of trappers, who came to Cal. from K, Mex,, and again in *31-2, geii^ 
to Or. in '34, returning in '37, to purchase cattle, aaid dying in Or. '41. ii- 
eOO; iii. 174-5, 180, 357, 387-8, 393-4, 410. 630; iv. 85-7, 263-4; see aUo 
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Hist. Or., i. OOetseq, Y. {Prancie), J 837, lumbennan in the Mont dist. 
'37-44. iv. 118. He failed in buBiuees ^44; and nothing more ie known of him 
imleas he waswith FordfltOlompali *46. v. 166. ¥. (John), ]S44,oaroll 
of Soc Cal. Pion, ; oat. of Scotland, and nephew of Capt. John Wilaon; per- 
haps did not come from Valparaiso till '45. He waa a trader and mr of ves- 
eels on the ooast^ and later sujier intend ent of the N. Almaden mine. Died at 
a.F. *64. ¥. (Jonathan), 1847, mid. on the CotuTuhus. Y, (J. E.}, 1848, 
miner at Mormon JsL, etc.; later a farmet in Placer Co. to ^68, Y. (Lewis 
or Levi), 1833, mr of the Ennqueta, iii. 382. Y. (Kathan), 1847» of Morm. 
Bat. (v. 469); refinl. at Loa Ang. Y» (Rom^), Mex. citizen at N. Helv, Y. 
(Sam. O.j, IS46, nat. of Tenn., and overl. immig. with his family, v, 528-30. 
He settled as a fanner at 8ta Clara, whore he died in 78, leaving 3 sons — 
l^anderC, who died in '82, M. D., at S. Jo*^ '81, and R. J., ditto. 

Yount ((3eorge C), 1831, jjat. of N,C. who came as a trapper in Wolf- 
skill'a par*^ from N. Mex. iii. 386, 405, 166. 363. For aeveral years he hnnted 
otter chiefly on S.F. bay and its tributaries, also making shiugles at odd jobs. 
His name appears on Larkin's books in ^33. In ^35 he waii baptized at S. Bafael 
as Jorge Concepcion, and worked for Yallcjo at Sonoma. In '36 he obtameij 
a grant of the Caymua rancho in Napa Valley, where he built a cabin, or 
hlock-honee, and for years was the only repreaentative of the gente de ra2Km 
in the valLey. iiL 711; iv. 1I7> He atitl spent much of his time in hunting, 
and had many encoanters with the Ind,, though by hia long experience with 
the nativeSf hie fearless character, and by his tact in forming alliances with 
the strODgeat rancherias, he nianaged to keep all under good control. In '43 
he was grantee of the La Jota rancho, an extension of Ca^'muu, iv. 671, where 
he soon built a Haw-mlll, having also a flour-mill on hia place; and the same 
year he was joined by two daughters who came overland with Chiles, the lat- 
ter having in his visit of '41 brought news from the family and been commis' 
eioned to bring them. ir. 393. In several of the old trapper'a experiences) aa 
related by him and embellished by others, a trace of faith in dreams and 
omens is shown; but the oft-repeated atory that a i^ream of bis led to the re- 
lief of the Ponner party has no foundation in fact. In later years the old 
pioneer found the squatters and land-lawyers somewhat more formidable foei 
than had been the Ind. and grizzlier of earlier times; hut he saved a portion 
of hia land, and died at his Napa home— called Yonntville in his honor — ih 
*65at thea^ of 71- Portndts in Htsperian, ii.; Napa Co. Hist.^ 54; Mene- 
jee'a SkeUh^ohy 160. Y. (LotO.), 1844, ranchero named in Larkin'a papers; 
prob. error for Geo. C. Youtn (Juan), 1846, owner of S-F, lot, v, 684. 

Zabriskie (Jerome), 1847, Co. B, Morm. Bat. {v. 4G9); regnl; in Utah '82, 
Zaldibar (Pedro), 1813, deserter from Bouchard's insurgents, ii. 24L Zal- 
videa (Jos^ Maria), 1805, Span, friar whose missionary service was chiefly at 
S. Gabriel and S. Juan Cap. He died at S. Luis Bey in '46. Biog. v. 620-1; 
ment. ii- 48-50, 109. 114-15, 159-60, 352, 355-6, 394, 555, 567-8, 655; iii. 91, 
96, iU"A Ati, 368, 625, 627; iv. 371, 422, 622-4. Zamora (Ignacio), soldier 
at the Colorado pueblos 1780-1; killed by Ind. i 359, 362. Z. (Juan), capt. 
appointed for'CaL; did not come, iii, 6^, Z. (Manuel), Mcx. soldier of flio 
Hidalgo piquete at Mont. '30, age 26. Z. (NicanorJ, supl. comn de policia at 
Mont, '36. iii. 675. Zamorano {Agastin Ticente)T 1825, Mex. alffirez who 
came with Echeandia; nat. of Florida, of Spanish parentage; capt. of the 
Mont. comp. from Ml, and of the K. Diego comp, from '35, He left Cal. in 
*38, but returned in *42 aa lieat-col, and died in that year at S. Diego. Ho 
ia named in the Mont, padron of '36 as 36 yeara old, wife Luisa Argiiello, 
child. Dolores b. '27 {married J. M. Flores), Lnia "29, Gonzalo '32, Guadalupe 
*33 (married Henry Daltou), Joaefa '34, and Aguatin '36. An Eulalia ia alio 
named by Hayes aa having married Vicente Estudillo. Of the sons I have jio 
record, Biog. of the capt. iii. 559-61; ment. ii, 543-4, 549, 608, 669, 676; iii. 
13-14, 33, 44, 47, 50, 61-2, 81, 84, 91, 99, 102, 205, 214, 220-32, 239, 243, 347, 
364, 441, 445, 463, 515-20, 533, 649, 556, 568-9, 008. 614, 069-71; iv. 68, 290, 
408, 619; v. 365. Zarapay, chief of the Yolo Ind. "36. iv. 72. 
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Zarembo (Dionido), 1827, mr of the Okhotsk "27-9, iii. 148; and of th© 
Urup '31-2. iii. 213, SS4; again iq CaL' 45 aa E^ueamn agent, iv. I87-S. 
Zavaleta (Aniceto Maria), Mex. artillerTmau at S. Diogo '21 and earlier, a 
somewhat unmanageable fellow, though a good soldier. He became sergt, and 
about '28 was retired aateuientedepremio; eerioua charges aounst him la '31; 
had much troable In collectiug his pay in later years; Gee, of the ayunt, at S. 
D, "41. iv, 019; ment_ in '45. it. 608. ZavaliBhm (W,), 1824, Rnsa. agent 
who visited Oal^; author of a work on the Busa. colony, Deto o Koloniy lioea, 
a. 641, 647- ^hallos (Areaeo), 1791, Span, lieut in Malaspiua's eipcd, i, 
490, Zeilin (Jacob), 1846, liout of marinea on the Gongre^^; acting capt, in 
Stockton's Bat. '46-7. v. 281, 385, 391-5; perhaps 'Zielin.' Zenon, Ind, 
leader of a plot at S. Joafi '42. iv. 338. Zermau (John Napoleon), 1346 (?), Fr. 
lieut at Waterloo; veteran of many campaigns; in Mex. war; in CaL '40 et 
aeq. and in '74; possibly in '46. Zertaje, 1821, mroraup. of the S". J*. Javier. 
ii. 440, 202. Zetch (August), 1847, gen. accredited to N.Y. Vol. (v. 499}; 
settled at Petalnma; d. at S. F. '79; prob. the following. Zetschaky 
(Charles), 1847, Co. 0, N.Y, Vol. (v. 499); at Petaluma 'S3. Vlarh. 

Zimmerman (Bernard), 1847, Co. F, 3d U.S. artill. {v. 518). Z. (W,), 
1847, ditto; in Cal. '64. Zindel (Loflia), 1844, ooeof Fremont's party; prob. 
did not come to Cal. iv. 437. Zinky (D.), 1846, doubtful name of the CaL 
Bat, (v. 358). Zinns(Cjeo.l, I846,nat. of Lorraine, and overl. immig.; Cal. 
Bat (V. 3S8); married Mrs Wolfinger at Sutter's fort '47, and is said to hav» 
built the first brick hooae at Sao. He was later a brewer and fruit-grower, 
but being ruined by fire and again by slickens, be lived on a chicken ranch 
from 72, and died at Oakland in '85 at the aaa of '83. ZitUe (Michael), 
1847, Co. I, N.Y. Vol. (v. 499), Zorrilla (Francisco), 1842, named aa in 
charge of the Loa Ang. gold niinea, iv. 630. Ziifliga (Job*), 1781, Kent of 
the B- Biego comp-, acting as habilitado and com- to 1793. Later capt. at 
Tucson, Sonora; lient-col ISIO. He was one of the most efficient of the 
old presidio omcera. £iog. i. 645-6; m&nt. i. 335, 310, 343, m, 396, 39S, 400, 
441,454, 461'-3, 467, 484, G02, 522, 653; ii. 78. Z. (GuUlermo), land-owner at 
Los Ang. '39, age 48. Z. (NicoMs), soldier of the Mout. corap. '36, age 
^1. K (Ho (Sinto), soldier of the* S. Jnan Cap. CBOolla 177^9. i. 303. 
Z. (Ramon), soldier at Mont *36, age 26. Z, (Valentin), at Loa Ang. '3ft, 
age 42, Z, (Ventura), boy at Los Ang. 1S02; soldier in '10. ii, 9L Zurri- 
llaga 1824, mr of the ContUaicUt. ii, 519. 2urita (Job4], miirderer at S. Juaa 
B. '44. IF, 662, 
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